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9. Specially encourages the Secretary-General to con-
tinue to discharge the task described in the report of the
Group of Governmental Experts on International Coopera-
tion to Avert New Flows of Refugees, including the con-
tinuous monitoring of all potential outflows, and to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit
contained in its report entitled “The coordination of activi-
ties related to early warning of possible refugee flows™;'

10. Regquests the Secretary-General to intensify his ef-
forts to develop the role of the Office for Research and the
Collection of Information of the Secretariat as a focal point
for the operation of an effective early-warning system and
the strengthening of coordination of information-gathering
and analysis among United Nations agencies with a view
to preventing new massive flows of refugees and displaced
persons;

11. Reiterates the importance of the early-warning
function of the Office for Research and the Collection of
Information;

12. Urges the Secretary-General to allocate the neces-
sary resources to consolidate and strengthen the system for
undertaking early-warning activities in the humanitarian
area by, inter alia, the computerization of the Office for
Research and the Collection of Information and strength-
ened coordination among the relevant parts of the United
Nations system, especially the Office for Research and the
Collection of Information, the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, the Centre for Human
Rights of the Secretariat and the relevant specialized
agencies;

13. Welcomes the information in the report of the
Secretary-General that a temporary post is expected to be-
come available in the biennium 1992-1993 in order that a
computer specialist can be recruited to further the devel-
opment of the data system of the Office for Research and
the Collection of Information;

14, Requests the Secretary-General to make the neces-
sary information available to the competent United Nations
organs, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Joint
Inspection Unit on coordination;

15. Invites bodies of the United Nations system to con-
sider the most expedient ways and means of following up
the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit on co-
ordination;

16. Welcomes the initiation of close contacts between
the Office for Research and the Collection of Information
and a large number of United Nations agencies and offices
in pursuit of a system-wide network for early warning of
potential mass exoduses;

17. Welcomes also the establishment by the Adminis-
trative Commiittee on Coordination of the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Early Warning regarding New Flows of Refu-
gees and Displaced Persons with a mandate to develop an
effective early-warning system related to possible flows of
refugees and displaced persons, including practical meas-
ures of cooperation and procedures for gathering, analys-
ing and disseminating information in a timely manner to
all concerned, and to make recommendations on the need
for an inter-agency consultative mechanism;

18. Urges the Ad Hoc Working Group to carry out its
mandate and submit to the Administrative Committee on
Coordination in 1992 its report on the early-warning
mechanism to be established;

19. Emphasizes the significance of this task of the Ad
Hoc Working Group in view of the continuing situation
with regard to mass exoduses;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the
strengthened role that he is playing in undertaking early-
warning activities, especially in the humanitarian area, as
well as on any further developments relating to the recom-
mendations contained in the report of the Group of Gov-
ernmental Experts on International Cooperation to Avert
New Flows of Refugees;

21. Invites the Secretary-General to keep the General
Assembly informed of the efforts to follow up recommen-
dations of the Joint Inspection Unit;

22.  Also invites the Secretary-General to include in his
report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session
detailed information on the programmatic, institutional,
administrative, financial, and managerial efforts instituted
to enhance the capacity of the United Nations to avert new
flows of refugees and to tackle the root causes of such out-
flows;

23. Decides to continue consideration of the question
of human rights and mass exoduses at its forty-seventh
session.

75th plenary meeting
17 December 1991

46/128. International Year for the World’s Indige-

nous Pecople

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United
Nations set forth in the Charter is the achievement of in-
ternational cooperation in solving international problems
of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character,
and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights
and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as
to race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming its resolution 45/164 of 18 December 1990,
proclaiming 1993 as the International Year for the World’s
Indigenous People, with a view to strengthening interna-
tional cooperation for the solution of problems faced by
indigenous communities in areas such as human rights, the
environment, development, education and health,

Taking into account the guidelines for international
years and anniversaries adopted by the General Assembly
in its decision 35/424 of 5 December 1980,

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tion 1991/57 of 6 March 199138

Noting with satisfaction the initiatives taken by the Ex-
ecutive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund in its
decision 1991/7 of 3 May 1991'¢* and the Governing Coun-
cil of the United Nations Development Programme in its
decision 91/12 of 25 June 1991% in response to Commis-
sion on Human Rights resolution 1991/57,

Noting the entry into force on 5 September 1991 of
the Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
in Independent Countries (No. 169) of the International
Labour Organisation,

Welcoming decision 3/7 of 4 September 1991 of the Pre-
paratory Committee for the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development regarding the opportunity
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afforded by the International Year for the World’s Indigenous
People as a first step towards mobilizing international tech-
nical and financial cooperation for the self-development of
indigenous people and their communities,'*

Having been informed of the endorsement by the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro-
tection of Minorities at its forty-third session'®? of the sec-
ond working paper'® submitted by Mr. Asbjern Eide and
Ms. Christy Mbonu.

Mindful of the preparatory process for the World Con-
ference on Human Rights to be held in 1993,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General'®® re-
garding the preparations for and the organization of the In-
ternational Year for the World’s Indigenous People,

Recognizing the value and the diversity of the cultures
and the forms of social organization of the world’s indige-
nous people,

1. Reguests the Secretary-General to proclaim, during
the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly, the theme
“Indigenous people—a new partnership” as the theme for
the International Year for the World’s Indigenous People;

2. Recommends that the specialized agencies, regional
commissions and other organizations of the United Nations
system, in their consideration of the contributions that they
can make to the success of the Year, be guided by the ways
in which:

(a) Their operational activities can most effectively
contribute to the solution of problems faced by indigenous
people;

() Indigenous people can play an important role in the
planning, implementation and evaluation of projects which
may affect them;

3. Encourages States to consult with indigenous peo-
ple, and non-governmental organizations working with
them, regarding activities for the Year;

4. Invites States to inform the Secretary-General of
their initiatives;

5. Adopts the programme of activities for the Interna-
tional Year for the World’s Indigenous People, contained
in the annex to the present resolution;

6. Recommends the appointment of the Under-Secretary-
General for Human Rights as the Coordinator for the Year
with functional duties to be assigned to the Centre for
Human Rights of the Secretariat in conjunction with the
Office of the Director-General for Development and Inter-
national Economic Cooperation of the Secretariat and the
International Labour Organisation;

7. Regquests the Coordinator actively to solicit the co-
operation of other elements of the United Nations system,
including financial and development institutions;

8. Decides:

(a) That the Coordinator shall convene early in 1992 a
technical meeting of agencies, regional commissions and
other relevant organizations of the United Nations system
with representatives of States, indigenous peoples’ organi-
zations and other non-governmental organizations having
a special interest in indigenous matters:

(i) To identify programme areas or capabilities that
are of particular relevance and priority to indige-
nous people;

(ii)) To agree on specific objectives for special proj-
ects to be implemented in 1993 as part of the Year
and to ensure their consonance with the theme
and objectives of the Year;

(i) To consider existing project guidelines and rec-
ommend effective means for including indige-
nous people in the initiation, design and imple-
mentation of the special projects to be undertaken
in 1993;

(iv) To suggest appropriate procedures and criteria for
the evaluation of projects involving indigenous
people, in 1993 and thereafter;

(v) To consider what financial provisions, if any,
need to be made to ensure implementation of the
foregoing;

and shall report on the outcome of the meeting to the Com-
mission on Human Rights at its forty-ninth session;

(b) To continue to take into account the ongoing work
of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities, as well as that of the Working
Group on Indigenous Populations;

{c) To conduct the opening ceremonies for the Year at
its forty-seventh session in 1992;

9. Invites those States that are in a position to do so to
consider means by which they could provide resources to
assist the United Nations work on the Year, for example,
by the secondment of suitable staff,

10. Urges States, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations as well as indigenous peoples’
organizations to contribute to the voluntary fund for the
Year opened by the Secretary-General;

I1. Reguests the Secretary-General to give all the as-
sistance necessary to permit the implementation of the
tasks of the Coordinator;

12, Reguests the Commission on Human Rights to
convene a meeting of participants in the programmes and
projects of the Year, after the Year, to assess what conclu-
sions can be drawn from the activities.

75th plenary meeting
17 December 1991

ANNEX

Programme of aclivities for the International Year for
the World’s Indigenous People

I ACTIVITIES AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

A. United Nations observances to set the general lone for activities
during the Year

1. A formal opening-day ceremony presided over by the Secretary-
General in New York, during the forty-seventh session of the General
Assembly;

2. Messages of support by heads of State or Government, execulive
heads of United Nations bodies, as well as chairmen of the principal com-
mittees;

3. A formal day of observance during the forty-ninth session of the
Commission on Human Rights at Geneva;

4. Issuance of slogan cancellations by the United Nations Postal Ad-
ministration, paraphrasing “Indigenous people—indigenous rights™/Inter-
national Year for the World’s Indigenous People, 1993;

5. Design of a symbol by an indigenous artist for use in connection
with activities during the Year.
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B. Projects and activities to be undertaken by the Department of Public
Information of the United Nations Secretariat, in cooperation with
the Coordinator for the Year and in consuliation with indigenous peo-
ples’ organizations

1. Production in all languages and dissemination of a poster highlight-
ing the global diversity of indigenous people, and of a public service an-
nouncement using the same design as the poster for placement in
international magazines, as space is donated;

2. Publication of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights® in local
languages;

3. Production and wide distribution of special programmes in the radio
series of the Department of Public Information, aimed at general and non-
indigenous audiences;

4. Production in all six official languages of an illustrated brochure on
the Year, intended for use by United Nations information centres, noa-
govemmental organizations, schools, the media and the general public.

C. Activities of the United Nations system

1. Increasing the coordination, cooperation and technical assistance by
United Nations agencies and bodies for the solution of problems faced by
indigenous communities in areas such as human rights, the environment,
development, education and health. In this connection, it is recommended
that United Nations operational agencies explore possible new areas of
cooperation, in particular technical and financial assistance;

2. Funding of concrete projects for indigenous communities, reflecting
the wishes of indigenous people, that can have a direct benefit 1o the com-
munities;

3. Increasing publicity, especially to indigenous communities, on the
work of the United Nations in areas related to the objectives of the Year:

4. Increasing awareness of the existence of relevant international legal
instruments related to the objectives of the Year, and promoting their wide-
spread ratification and implementation;

5. Establishing networks of indigenous peoples’ organizations and
communities for the sharing of information and experience in particular
fields, such as health care, bilingual education, resource and environmental
management;

6. Contracting of indigenous peoples’ organizations and secondment
of indigenous persons with relevant expertise to carry out projects for the
benefit of indigenous communities throughout the world;

7. Examining the possibility of holding the next two sessions of the
Working Group on Indigenous Populations in the westemn hemisphere and
in the Asia/Pacific region;

8. Promoting an international trade fair of products made by indige-
nous people;

9. Providing technical assistance to Governments wishing to make pro-
visions in their legislation for the protection and promotion of the human
rights of indigenous people, in particular on questions of land, environ-
mental protection and strengthening of cultural identity, as well as techni-
cal and financial assistance for the implementation of such legislation.

Il. ACTIVITIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

1. Member States are invited, in conformity with their right to deter-
mine freely their own development objectives in the light of their particular
situations, to consider adopting the following measures lo ensure the suc-
cess of the Year:

(a) Designating a contact person for the Year in the appropriate min-
istry and establishing national committees composed of governmental, in-
digenous and non-governmental representatives to prepare a national
programme of activitics;

(b) Raising public awareness through information and education
projects. These might include the publication of books, posters and leaf-
lets by and/or on indigenous people; an educational book about the val-
ues, history and aspirations of indigenous people; special programmes on
national radio and television; grants and awards for research about indige-
nous people by indigenous scholars; meetings and conferences;

(¢) Promoting initiatives by indigenous people in such areas as radio
and television and model projects on education, health, employment, hous-
ing and the environment;

(d) Presenting information, prepared in partnership with indigenous
people, about the situation prevailing in the country and the activities in-
itiated during the Year;

(e) Encouraging panticipation of indigenous people in the preparation

and implementation of all activitics undertaken in connection with the
Year;

2. Indigenous peoples’ organizations and indigenous communitics
could be encouraged 1o preparc their own programmes of activitics and to
take such measures as:

(a) FEstablishing contact points and committees for the Year, with a
view to facilitating participation in the organization and implementation
of activities at the national level;

(b) Preparing programmes of information activities, including publi-
cations, exhibitions, educational material, meetings, cultural events and
training courses. Support for such activities should be sought from inter-
national organizations, Govermnents and non-governmental organizations;

(¢) Planning demonstration projects in development, the environment,
health, education or other areas. Support for such activities should be sought
from international organizations, Governments and non-governmental
organizations.

46/129. Strengthening of United Nations action in the
human rights ficld through the promotion of
international cooperation and the importance
of non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large and small,
and its determination to promote social progress and better
standards of living in greater freedom,

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United
Nations is to develop friendly relations among nations
based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples and to take other appropriate
measures to strengthen universal peace,

Bearing in mind equally that one of the purposes of the
United Nations is to achieve international cooperation in
solving international problems of an economic, social, cul-
tural or humanitarian character and in promoting and en-
couraging respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language
or religion,

Recalling that, in accordance with Article 55 of the
Charter of the United Nations, the Organization shall pro-
mote universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all, with a view to the
creation of conditions of stability and well-being that are
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among na-
tions based on respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples, and that, in accordance with
Article 56, all Members pledge themselves to take joint
and separate action in cooperation with the Organization
for the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55,

Reiterating that Member States should continue to act in
the human rights field in conformity with the provisions of
the Charter,

Desirous of achieving further progress in international
cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Considering that such international cooperation should
be based on the principles embodied in international law,
especially the Charter, as well as the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,® the International Covenants on Human
Rights?* and other relevant instruments,

Deeply convinced that United Nations action in this field
should be based not only on a profound understanding of
the broad range of problems existing in all societies but



