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46/118. Strengthening of the Centre for Human
Rights of the Secretariat

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/135 of 15 December 1989
and 45/180 of 21 December 1990,

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tions 1989/46 of 6 March 1989,% 1990/25 of 27 February
1990°7 and 1991/23 of 5 March 19913 as well as Eco-
nomic and Social Council resolutions 1990/47 of 25 May
1990 and 1991/36 of 31 May 1991,

Recalling its resolution 45/248 B of 21 December 1990,
in particular, section V thereof,

Considering that the promotion of universal respect for
and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms
is one of the basic purposes of the United Nations en-
shrined in the Charter of the United Nations and an issue
of the utmost importance for the Organization,

Recalling that the Secretary-General in his report on the
work of the Organization for 1991 stated that the protection
of human rights had become one of the keystones in the
arch of peace,'*

Recognizing the important role of the Centre for Human
Rights of the Secretariat in the promotion, protection and
implementation of human rights and the need to provide
sufficient human resources to the Centre, particularly in
view of the fact that its workload has greatly increased,
while resources have failed to keep pace with the expan-
sion of its responsibilities,'*°

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General ™!
and noting that, while increased resources were accorded
by the General Assembly by its resolution 45/248 B, sec-
tion V, in response to the critical situation faced by the
Centre for Human Rights in 1991, since then, the workload
of the Centre, by reason of decisions of intergovernmental
and expert bodies, inter alia, has continued to increase in
response to strongly felt international concerns,

Noting that the Centre for Human Rights was requested
by the Commission on Human Rights and the Economic
and Social Council to carry out additional mandates after
the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the
biennium 1992-1993,

1. Emphasizes that, when the proposed programme
budget for the biennium 1992-1993 is reviewed, adequate
staffing, temporary assistance and other resources should
be allocated to the Centre for Human Rights of the Secre-
tariat so as to enable it to respond to its increasing work-
load and to its needs in order to carry out all the functions
assigned to it, including those relating to the preparations
for the World Conference on Human Rights to be held in
1993 and the Conference itself;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
sufficient resources are accorded to the Centre for Hu-
man Rights to enable it to carry out, in full and on time,
all the mandates, including the additional ones, result-
ing from the decisions of intergovernmental and expert
bodies;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit an
interim report to the Commission on Human Rights at
its forty-eighth session and a final report to the General
Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the developments
relating to the activities of the Centre for Human Rights

and on the measures taken to implement the present reso-
lution.
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46/119. The protection of persons with mental illness
and the improvement of mental health care

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the provisions of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights ® the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,?® the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights? and other relevant in-
struments, such as the Declaration on the Rights of Dis-
abled Persons'¥? and the Body of Principles for the
Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or
Imprisonment,'+*

Recalling its resolution 33/53 of 14 December 1978, in
which it requested the Commission on Human Rights to
urge the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities to undertake, as a matter of
priority, a study of the question of the protection of those
detained on the grounds of mental iil-health, with a view
to formulating guidelines,

Recalling also its resolution 45/92 of 14 December
1990, in which it welcomed the progress made by the
working group of the Commission on Human Rights in
elaborating a draft body of principles for the protection of
persons with mental illness and for the improvement of
mental health care on the basis of a draft submitted to the
Commission by the Subcommission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution
1991/46 of S March 1991, in which the Commission en-
dorsed the draft body of principles that had been submitted
to it by the working group and decided to transmit it, as
well as the report of the working group, to the General
Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council,

Taking note aiso of Economic and Social Council reso-
lution 1991/29 of 31 May 1991, in which the Council de-
cided to submit the draft body of principles and the report
of the working group to the General Assembly,

Taking note further of the recommendations of the Com-
mission on Human Rights in its resolution 1991/46 and of
the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1991/29
that, on the adoption by the General Assembly of the draft
body of principles, the full text thereof should be given the
widest possible dissemination and that the introduction to
the body of principles should at the same time be published
as an accompanying document for the benefit of Govern-
ments and the public at large,

Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General,'* the
annex to which contains the draft body of principles and
the introduction to the body of principles,

1. Adopts the Principles for the Protection of Persons
with Mental Illness and for the Improvement of Mental
Health Care, the text of which is contained in the annex to
the present resolution;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to include the text
of the Principles, together with the introduction, in the next
edition of the publication entitled Human Rights: A Com-
pilation of International Instruments:



