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46/111. Effective implementation of international
instruments on human rights, including re­
porting obligations under international in­
struments on human rights

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 45/85 of 14 December 1990, as

well as its other relevant resolutions,
Taking note ofCommission on Human Rights resolution

1991/20 of 1 March 1991 38 and recalling Economic and So­
cial Council decision 1990/226 of 25 May 1990, by which
the Council approved the recommendations of the Task
Force on Computerization for computerizing the human
rights treaty system,121

Reaffirming that the effective implementation of
United Nations instruments on human rights is of major
importance to the efforts made by the Organization, pursu­
ant to the Charter of the United Nations and to the Univer­
sal Declaration of Human Rights,8 to promote universal re­
spect for and observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms,

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty bod­
ies established pursuant to United Nations instruments on
human rights is indispensable for the full and effective im­
plementation of such instruments,

Expressing concern about the continuing and increasing
backlog of reports on implementation by States parties of
United Nations instruments on human rights and about de­
lays in consideration of reports by the treaty bodies,

Expressing further concern about the non-fulfilment by
many States parties of their financial obligation under the
relevant United Nations instruments on human rights,

Reaffirming its responsibility to ensure the proper func­
tioning of treaty bodies established pursuant to instruments
adopted by the General Assembly and, in this connection,
further reaffirming the importance of:

(a) Ensuring the effective functioning of systems of
periodic reporting by States parties to these instruments;

(b) Securing sufficient financial resources to overcome
existing difficulties with the effective functioning of treaty
bodies;

(c) Addressing the question of reporting obligations
and that of financial implications whenever elaborating
any further instruments on human rights;

Recalling the conclusions and recommendations of the
second meeting ofpersons chairing the human rights treaty
bodies, held at Geneva from 10 to 14 October 1988,122 and
the endorsement of the recommendations aimed at stream­
lining, rationalizing and otherwise improving reporting
procedures by the General Assembly in its resolution
44/135 of 15 December 1989 and the Commission on Hu­
man Rights in its resolution 1989/47 of 6 March 1989,36

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-GeneraJl23 on
progress achieved in enhancing the effective functioning
of the treaty bodies, pursuant, inter alia, to the conclusions
and recommendations of the second meeting of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies,

Taking particular note of the conclusions and recom­
mendations of the third meeting of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies, held at Geneva from I to 5 Oc­
tober 1990,124

Welcoming the studyl25 on possible long-term ap­
proaches to enhancing the effective operation of existing

and prospective bodies established under United Nations
instruments on human rights, prepared by an independent
expert, pursuant to the above-mentioned resolutions,

Welcoming also the report of the Secretary-GeneraJl26
examining the financial, legal and other implications of
providing full funding for the operation ofall human rights
treaty bodies,

I. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of
the meetings of persons chairing the human rights treaty
bodies aimed at streamlining, rationalizing and otherwise
improving reporting procedures, and supports the continu­
ing efforts in this connection by the treaty bodies and the
Secretary-General within their respective spheres of com­
petence;

2. Once again expresses its satisfaction with the study
by the independent expert on possible long-term ap­
proaches to enhancing the effective operation of existing
and prospective bodies established under United Nations
instruments on human rights, which contains several rec­
ommendations on reporting and monitoring procedures,
servicing and financing of supervisory bodies and long­
term approaches to human rights standard-setting and im­
plementation mechanisms, and which was presented to the
Commission on Human Rights for detailed consideration
at its forty-sixth session;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to give high priority
to establishing a computerized database to improve the et:
ficiency and effectiveness of the functioning of the treaty
bodies;

4. Again urges States parties to make every effort to
meet their reporting obligations and to contribute, indi­
vidually and through meetings of States parties, to identi­
fying and implementing ways of further streamlining and
improving reporting procedures as well as enhancing co­
ordination and information flow between the treaty bodies
and with relevant United Nations bodies, including special­
ized agencies;

5. Welcomes the emphasis placed by the meetings of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies and by the
Commission on Human Rights on the importance of tech­
nical assistance and advisory services and, further to this
end:

(a) Endorses the request of the Commission that the
Secretary-General report regularly to it on possible techni­
cal assistance projects identified by the treaty bodies;

(b) Invites the treaty bodies to give priority attention
to identifying such possibilities in the regular course of
their work of reviewing the periodic reports of States par­
ties;

6. Endorses the recommendations of the meetings of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies on the need
to ensure financing and adequate staffing resources for the
operations of the treaty bodies and, with this in mind:

(a) Reiterates its request that the Secretary-General re­
view the need for adequate staffing resources in regard to
the various treaty bodies;

(b) Requests that the Secretary-General report on this
question to the Commission on Human Rights at its forty­
eighth session and to the General Assembly at its forty­
seventh session;

7. Calls upon all Stales parties to meet fully and with­
out delay their financial obligations under the relevant in­
struments on human rights, and requests the Secretary-
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General to consider ways and means of strengthening col­
lection procedures and making them more effective;

8. Requests the Secretary-General, as a matter of pri­
ority, to consider administrative and budgetary measures
to alleviate the current financial difficulties of the treaty
bodies and thus guarantee their regular functioning and to
report on these measures to the Commission on Human
Rights at its forty-eighth session;

9. Emphasizes that any administrative and budgetary
measures shall be provided without prejudice to the duty
of States parties under United Nations human rights instru­
ments to meet all their current and outstanding financial
obligations pursuant to such instruments;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a further re­
port examining the financial, legal and other implications
of providing full funding for the operation of all human
rights treaty bodies;

11. Invites the States parties to the International Con­
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis­
crimination2and the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishmentl19

to consider, as a matter of priority, all possible measures
for meeting the costs of implementing these treaties on a
viable, guaranteed basis, including the amendment of the
funding provisions of these treaties;

12. Endorses the recommendation, made in October
1990, of the third meeting of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies, that the General Assembly should take
appropriate measures to ensure the financing ofeach of the
committees from the United Nations regular budget;127

13. Requests the Secretary-General to take appropriate
steps in order to finance the biennial meetings of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies from resources
available from the regular budget of the United Nations;

14. Decides to give priority consideration at its forty­
seventh session to the conclusions and recommendations
of the meetings of persons chairing human rights treaty
bodies, in the light of the deliberations of the Commission
on Human Rights, under the item entitled "Human rights
questions".

75th plenary meeting
17 December J991

46/112. Implementation of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989, by

which it adopted the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,

Recalling also its resolutions 45/104 of 14 December
1990 and 451217 of 21 December 1990, and Commission
on Human Rights resolution 1990174 of 7 March 1990,37
and taking note of Commission resolution 1991!52 of
6 March 1991,38

Reaffirming that the rights of children require special
protection and call for continuous improvement of the situ­
ation of children all over the world, as well as for their
development and education in conditions of peace and
security,

Profoundly concerned that the situation of children in

many parts of the world remains critical as a result of in­
adequate social and economic conditions, natural disasters,
armed conflicts, exploitation, illiteracy, hunger and dis­
ability, and convinced that urgent and effective national
and international action is called for,

Mindful of the important role of the United Nations Chil­
dren's Fund and of the United Nations in promoting the
well-being of children and their development,

Convinced that the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, as a standard-setting accomplishment of the United
Nations in the field of human rights, makes a positive con­
tribution to protecting the rights of children and ensuring
their well-being,

Bearing in mind the successful conclusion of the World
Summit for Children, held in New York on 29 and 30 Sep­
tember 1990, in particular the adoption of the World Dec­
laration on the Survival, Protection and Development of
Children,56 while emphasizing the need for implementation
of the Plan of Action for Implementing the World Decla­
ration on the Survival, Protection and Development of
Children in the 1990s,56 and stressing the necessity to en­
sure follow-up to the Summit at the national and inter­
national levels,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the status of the Convention,l28

Bearing in mind that the Committee on the Rights of the
Child held its flTst session from 30 September to 18 Octo­
ber 1991,

Encouraged by the fact that an unprecedented number
of States have to date become signatories and parties to the
Convention, thereby demonstrating the widespread com­
mitment that exists to strive for the promotion and protec­
tion of the rights of the child,

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child;128

2. Recalls with deep satisfaction the entry into force of
the Convention on 2 September 1990 as a major step in
international efforts to promote universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

3. Expresses its satisfaction at the number of States
that have signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention
since it was opened for signature, ratification and accession
on 26 January 1990;

4. Calls upon all States that have not done so to sign,
ratify or accede to the Convention as a matter of priority;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all facili­
ties and assistance necessary for the dissemination of in­
formation on the Convention and its implementation, with
a view to promoting further ratification of or accession to
the Convention;

6. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest compli­
ance by States parties with their obligations under the Con­
vention;

7. Recognizes the important role of the Committee on
the Rights of the Child in overseeing the effective imple­
mentation of the provisions of the Convention;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the provi­
sion of appropriate staff and facilities so that the functions
of the Committee may be carried out effectively;

9. Supports the organization of the future work of the
Committee on the basis of two sessions annually, each for




