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2. Invites Member States to initiate or intensify the 
dialogue on defensive security concepts and policies at 
the bilateral level, particularly at the regional level and, 
where appropriate, at the multilateral level; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assis­
tance of qualified governmental experts and taking into 
account the views of Member States and other relevant 
information, to undertake a study of defensive security 
concepts and policies to be submitted to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Defensive secu­
rity concepts and policies". 

p 
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REGIONAL DISARMAMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Believing that the efforts of the international commu­
nity to move towards the ideal of general and complete 
disarmament are guided by the inherent human desire 
for genuine peace and security, the elimination of the 
danger of war and the release of economic, intellectual 
and other resources for peaceful pursuits, 

Affirming the abiding commitment of all States to the 
purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the 
United Nations in the conduct of their international re­
lations, 

Noting that essential guidelines for progress towards 
general and complete disarmament were adopted at the 
tenth special session of the General Assembly,15 

Welcoming the prospects of genuine progress in the 
field of disarmament engendered in recent years as a 
result of negotiations between the two super-Powers, 

Recognizing the importance of confidence-building 
measures for regional and international peace and se­
curity, 

Convinced that endeavours by countries to promote 
regional disarmament, taking into account the specific 
characteristics of each region and in accordance with 
the principle of undiminished security at the lowest 
level of armaments, would enhance the security of 
smaller States and would thus contribute to interna­
tional peace and security by reducing the risk of re­
gional conflicts, 

1. Stresses that sustained efforts are needed, within 
the framework of the Conference on Disarmament and 
under the umbrella of the United Nations, to make 
progress on the entire range of disarmament issues; 

2. Affirms that global and regional approaches to 
disarmament complement each other and should there­
fore be pursued simultaneously to promote regional 
and international peace and security; 

3. Calls upon States to conclude agreements, wher­
ever possible, for nuclear non-proliferation, disar­
mament and confidence-building measures at regional 
and subregional levels; 

4. Welcomes the initiatives towards disarmament, 
nuclear non-proliferation and security undertaken by 
some countries at the regional and subregional levels; 

5. Supports and encourages efforts aimed at promot­
ing confidence-building measures at regional and sub­
regional levels in order to ease regional tensions and to 
further disarmament and non-proliferation measures at 
regional and subregional levels; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-sixth session the item entitled "Regional disar­
mament". 
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45/59. Review and implementation of the Concluding 
Document of the Twelfth Special Session of the 
General Assembly 

A 

UNITED NATIONS DISARMAMENT FELLOWSHIP, 
TRAINING AND ADVISORY SERVICES PROGRAMME 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen­
eral on the United Nations disarmament fellowship, 
training and ai!visory s'!rvices programme, 62 

Recalling its decision, contained in paragraph 108 of 
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the 
General Assembly, 15 the first special session devoted to 
disarmament, to establish a programme of fellowships 
on disarmament, as well as its decisions contained in 
annex IV to the Concluding Document of the Twelfth 
Special Session of the General Assembly,63 the second 
special session devoted to disarmament, in which it de­
cided, inter alia, to continue the programme and to in­
crease the number of fellowships from twenty to 
twenty-five as from 1983, 

Noting with satisfaction that the programme has al­
ready trained an appreciable number of public officials 
selected from geographical regions represented in the 
United Nations system, most of whom are now in posi­
tions of responsibility in the field of disarmament af­
fairs in their respective countries or Governments, 

Recalling also its resolutions 37/100 G of 13 Decem­
ber 1982, 38/73 C of 15 December 1983, 39/63 B of 12 
December 1984, 40/151 Hof 16 December 1985, 41/60 
Hof 3 December 1986, 42/39 I of 30 November 1987, 
43/76 F of 7 December 1988 and 44/117 E of 15 Decem­
ber 1989, 

Noting also with satisfaction that the programme, as 
designed, has enabled an increased number of public 
officials, particularly from the developing countnes, to 
acquire more expertise in the sphere of disarmament, 

Believing that the forms of assistance available to 
Member States, particularly to developing countries, 
under the programme will enhance the capabilities of 
their officials to follow ongoing deliberations and nego­
tiations on disarmament, both bilateral and multilat­
eral, 

1. Reaffirms its decisions contained in annex IV to 
the Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special Ses­
sion of the General Assembly and the report of the Sec-

62 N45/604. 
63 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Special 

Session, Annexes, agenda items 9 to 13, document A/S-12/32. 
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retary-General64 approved by resolution 33/71 E of 14 
December 1978; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments of 
Finland, Germany, Japan, Sweden, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and the United States of America 
for inviting the 1990 fellows to study selected activities 
in the field of disarmament, thereby contributing to the 
fulfilment of the overall objectives of the programme; 

3. Notes that, within the framework of the pro­
gramme, the Secretary-General organized a regional 
disarmament workshop for Africa in April 1989 at 
Lagos and that preparations are under way to organize 
a similar disarmament workshop for the Asia and Pa­
cific region in the early part of 1991, to be held at 
Bandung, Indonesia; 

4. Commends the Secretary-General for the dili­
gence with which the programme has continued to be 
carried out; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the 
implementation of the programme within existing re­
sources and to report to the General Assembly at its 
forty-sixth session. 

B 
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CONVENTION ON TIIE PROHIBITION OF TIIE USE OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

The General Assembly, 
Convinced that the existence and use of nuclear 

weapons pose the greatest threat to the survival of man­
kind, 

Conscious that the nuclear-arms race increases the 
danger of the use of nuclear weapons, 

Convinced also that nuclear disarmament is the only 
ultimate guarantee against the use of nuclear weapons, 

Convinced further that a multilateral agreement pro­
hibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons 
should stren_gthen internati?n~ security and help to 
create the climate for negot1at10ns leading to the com­
plete elimination of nuclear weapons, 

Conscious also that the recent steps taken bilaterally 
by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United States of America towards a reduction of their 
nuclear weapons and the improvement in East-West re­
lations and the international climate can contribute to­
wards this goal, 

Recalling that, in paragraph 58 of the Final Docu­
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General As­
s~~bly, 15 !t is stated that all States should actively par­
ticipate m efforts to bring about conditions in 
international relations among States in which a code of 
peaceful conduct of nations in international affairs 
could be agreed upon and that would preclude the use 
or threat of use of nuclear weapons, 

~affi_rming that the use of nuclear weapons would be 
a v10lat1on of the Charter of the United Nations and a 
crime against humanity, as declared in its resolutions 
1653 (XVI) of 24 November 1961, 33/71 B of 14 De­
cember 1978, 34/83 G of 11 December 1979, 35/152 D 
of 12 December 1980 and 36/92 I of 9 December 1981, 

64 N33/305. 

Noting with regret that the Conference on Disar­
mament, during its 1990 session, was not able to under­
take negotiations with a view to achieving agreement 
on an international convention prohibiting the use or 
threat of use of nuclear weapons under any circum­
stances, taking as a basis the text annexed to General 
Assembly resolution 44/117 C of 15 December 1989, 

1. Reiterates its request to the Conference on Disar­
mament to commence negotiations, as a matter of pri­
ority, in order to reach agreement on an international 
convention prohibiting the use or threat of use of nu­
clear weapons under any circumstances, taking as a 
basis the draft Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Use of Nuclear Weapons annexed to the present reso­
lution; 

2. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to 
report to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session 
on the results of those negotiations. 

ANNEX 
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Draft Convention on the Prohibition of the Use 
of Nuclear Weapons 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Alarmed by the threat to the very survival of mankind posed by the 
existence of nuclear weapons, 

Convinced that any use of nuclear weapons constitutes a violation 
of the Charter of the United Nations and a crime against humanity, 

Convinced that this Convention would be a step towards the com­
plete elimination of nuclear weapons leading to general and complete 
disarmament under strict and effective international control, 

Detennined to continue negotiations for the achievement of this 
goal, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

The States Parties to this Convention solemnly undertake not to 
use or threaten to use nuclear weapons under any circumstances. 

Article Z 

This Convention shall be of unlimited duration. 

Article 3 

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any 
State that does not sign the Convention before its entry into force in 
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at any 
time. 

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory 
States. Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit of instru­
ments of ratification by twenty-five Governments, including the Gov­
ernments of the five nuclear-weapon States, in accordance with 
paragraph 2 of this article. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are 
deposited after the entry into force of the Convention it shall enter 
into force on the date of the deposit of their instruments' of ratification 
or accession. 

5. The depository shall promptly inform all signatory and acced­
!ng States of the _date _of each signature, the date of deposit of each 
mstrument of rauficauon or accession and the date of the entry into 
force of this Convention, as well as of the receipt of other notices. 

6. T_his Co~vention shall be registered by the depository in accor­
dance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article 4 

This Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited 
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with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall send duly 
certified copies thereof to the Government of the signatory and ac­
ceding States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized 
thereto by their respective Governments, have signed this Convention, 
opened for signature at ___ on the ____ day of ___ one 
thousand nine hundred and ___ . 

C 

WORLD DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the decision taken by the General Assembly 

in 1982 at its twelfth special session, the second special 
session devoted to disarmament, by which the World 
Disarmament Campaign was launched, 

Recalling also its various resolutions on the subject, 
including resolution 44/117 A of 15 December 1989, 

Having examined the reports of the Secretary-Gen­
eral of 15 October 1990 on the implementation of the 
World Disarmament Campaign,65 and of 2 October 
1990 on the Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters 
relating to the implementation of the World Disar­
mament Campaign,66 as well as the Final Act of the 
Eighth United Nations Pledging Conference for the 
Campaign, 67 held on 25 October 1990, 

Taking note with appreciation of the contributions 
that Member States have already made to the Cam­
paign, 

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on 
the World Disarmament Campaign of 15 October 1990 
and the assessment of its achievements and shortcom­
ings; 

2. Commends the Secretary-General for his efforts 
to make effective use of the resources available to him 
in disseminating as widely as possible information on 
arms limitation and disarmament to elected officials, 
the media, non-governmental organizations, educa­
tional communities and research institutes, and in car­
rying out an active seminar and conference programme; 

3. Notes with appreciation the contributions to the 
efforts of the Campaign by the United Nations infor­
mation centres and the regional centres for disar­
mament; 

4. Recommends that the Campaign, as a global in­
formation programme, should further focus its efforts: 

(a) To inform, to educate and to generate public 
understanding of the importance of and support for 
multilateral action, including by the United Nations 
and the Conference on Disarmament, in the field of 
arms limitation and disarmament, in a factual, balanced 
and objective manner; 

(b) To facilitate unimpeded access to and an ex­
change of information on ideas between the public sec­
tor and public interest groups and organizations, and to 
provide an independent source of balanced and factual 
information that takes into account a range of views to 
help further an informed debate on arms limitation, dis­
armament and security; 

(c) To organize meetings to facilitate exchanges of 
views and information between governmental and non-

65 N45/555 and Corr.l. 
66 N45/498. 
67 NCONF.155/1. 

governmental sectors, and between governmental and 
other experts in order to facilitate the search for com­
mon ground; 

5. Invites all Member States to contribute to the 
World Disarmament Campaign Voluntary Trust Fund; 

6. Decides that at its forty-sixth session there should 
be a ninth United Nations Pledging Conference for the 
World Disarmament Campaign, and expresses the hope 
that on that occasion all those Member States which 
have not yet announced any voluntary contributions will 
do so, bearing in mind the objectives of the Third Dis­
armament Decade and the need to ensure its success; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-sixth session a report cov­
ering both the implementation of the programme of ac­
tivities of the Campaign by the United Nations system 
during 1991 and the programme of activities contem­
plated by the system for 1992; 

8. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its forty-sixth session the item entitled "World Dis­
armament Campaign". 

D 
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NUCLEAR-ARMS FREEZE 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that, in the Final Document of the Tenth 
Special Session of the General Assembly, 15 the first spe­
cial session devoted to disarmament, adopted in 1978 
and unanimously and categorically reaffirmed in 1982 
during the twelfth special session of the General As­
sembly, 63 the second special session devoted to disar­
mament, the Assembly expressed deep concern over 
the threat to the very survival of mankind posed by the 
existence of nuclear weapons and the continuing arms 
race, 

Convinced that, in this nuclear age, lasting world 
peace can be based only on the attainment of the goal 
of general and complete disarmament under effective 
international control, 

Welcoming the new trends that have led to an im­
provement in the international security environment, 

Convinced also of the urgency further to pursue ne­
gotiations for the substantial reduction and qualitative 
limitation of existing nuclear arms, 

Considering that a nuclear-arms freeze, while not an 
end in itself, would constitute an effective step to pre­
vent the continued increase and qualitative improve­
ment of existing nuclear weaponry during the period 
when the negotiations take place, and that at the same 
time it would provide a favourable environment for the 
conduct of negotiations to reduce and eventually elim­
inate nuclear weapons, 

Convinced further that the undertakings derived from 
the freeze can be effectively verified, 

Welcoming the cessation by the Union of Soviet So­
cialist Republics of the production of highly enriched 
uranium for nuclear weapons and the beginning of the 
process of shutting down its reactors producing weap­
ons-grade plutonium, 
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Noting with deep concern that all nuclear-weapon 
States have not so far taken any collective action in re­
sponse to the call made in the relevant resolutions on 
the question of a nuclear-arms freeze, 

1. Urges once more both the Union of Soviet Social­
ist Republics and the United States of America, as the 
two major nuclear-weapon States, to reach agreement 
on an immediate nuclear-arms freeze, which would, 
inter alia, provide for a simultaneous total stoppage of 
any further production of nuclear weapons and a com­
plete cut-off in the production of fissionable material 
for weapons purposes; 

2. Calls upon all nuclear-weapon States to agree, 
through a joint declaration, to a comprehensive nu­
clear-arms freeze, whose structure and scope would be 
the following: 

(a) It would embrace: 

(i) A comprehensive test ban on nuclear weapons 
and on their delivery vehicles; 

(ii) The complete cessation of the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons and of their delivery vehicles; 

(iii) A ban on all further deployment of nuclear 
weapons and of their delivery vehicles; 

(iv) The complete cessation of the production of 
fissionable material for weapons purposes; 

(b) It would be subject to appropriate and effective 
measures and procedures of verification; 

3. Requests once again the nuclear-weapon States to 
submit a joint re1;>ort, or separate reports, to the Gen­
eral Assembly, pnor to the opening of its forty-sixth ses­
sion, on the implementation of the present resolution; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-sixth session the item entitled "Nuclear-arms 
freeze". 

E 
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UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL CENTRE FOR PEACE AND 
DISARMAMENT IN AFRICA, UNITED NATIONS RE­
GIONAL CENTRE FOR PEACE AND DISARMAMENT IN 
ASIA AND TIIE PACIFIC AND UNITED NATIONS Re­
GIONAL CENTRE FOR PEACE, DISARMAMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN LATIN AMERICA AND TIIE CARIB­
BEAN 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 40/151 G of 16 December 
1985, 41/60 D of 3 December 1986, 42/39 J of 30 No­
vember 1987 and 43n6 D of 7 December 1988 on the 
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disar­
mament in Africa, 41/60 J of 3 December 1986, 42/39 
K of 30 November 1987 and 43n6 Hof 7 December 
1988 on the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, 42/39 D of 30 November 1987 and 43n6 
G of 7 December 1988 on the United Nations Regional 
Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia, and 44/117 
F of 15 December 1989 on the United Nations Regional 
Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, the 
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disar­
mament in Asia and the United Nations Regional Cen-

tre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 37/100 F of 13 December 
1982, 38/73 J of 15 December 1983, 39/63 F of 12 De-­
cember 1984, 40/94 A of 12 December 1985, 41/59 M 
of 3 December 1986, 42/39 E of 30 November 1987 and 
44/117 B of 15 December 1989 on regional disar­
mament, 

Recalling the final documents of the Ninth Confer­
ence of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 
1989,7 and noting in particular the importance placed 
by the heads of State or Government on the activities 
of the United Nations regional centres in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America and the Caribbean, 

Convinced that the initiatives and activities mutually 
agreed upon by Member States of the respective re­
gions aimed at fostering mutual confidence and secu­
rity, as well as the implementation and co-ordination of 
regional activities under the World Disarmament Cam­
paign, would encourage and facilitate the development 
of effective measures of confidence-building, arms lim­
itation and disarmament in these regions, 

Expressing its gratitude to the Member States and in­
ternational governmental and non-governmental orga­
nizations that have contributed to the trust funds of the 
three regional centres, 

Welcoming the activities carried out by the centres 
since the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly, 
which have contributed substantively to understanding 
and co-operation among the States in each particular 
region and have thereby strengthened the role assigned 
to each regional centre in the areas of peace, disar­
mament and development, 

Bearing in mind the need to provide the centres with 
financial stability so as to facilitate the planning of their 
activities, 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Sec­
retary-General on the three regional centres,68 and of 
his efforts in providing the necessary administrative 
measures to permit the effective functioning of the 
three centres, 

1. Encourages the regional centres to continue their 
efforts in promoting regional co-operation among the 
States in their respective regions with a view to contrib­
uting to the implementation and co-ordination of re­
gional activities under the World Disarmament Cam­
paign and to facilitate the development of effective 
measures of confidence-building, arms limitation and 
disarmament; 

2. Commends the Secretary-General for all the ef­
forts he has made in favour of the centres, and requests 
him to continue to provide all the necessary support to 
their activities and in particular to pursue the full im­
plementation of the provisions of resolution 44/117 F; 

3. Appeals once again to Member States, as well as 
to international governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, to make voluntary contributions in order 
to strengthen the effective operational activities of the 
centres; 

68 N45/573. 
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4. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

54th plenary meeting 
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45/60. Scientific and technological developments and 
their impact on international security 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that at its tenth special session, the first spe­
cial session devoted to disarmament, it unanimously 
stressed the importance of both qualitative and quanti­
tative measures in the process of disarmament, 

Noting with concern the potential in technological ad­
vances for application to military purposes, which could 
lead to more sophisticated weapons and new weapon 
systems, 

Recognizing that scientific and technological develop­
ments can have both civilian and military applications 
and that progress in science and technology for civilian 
applications needs to be maintained and encouraged, 

Stressing the interests of the international community 
in the subject and the need to follow closely the scien­
tific and technological developments that may have a 
negative impact on the security environment and on the 
process of arms limitation and disarmament and to 
channel scientific and technological developments for 
beneficial purposes, 

Emphasizing that the proposal contained in its reso­
lution 43/77 A of 7 December 1988 is without prejudice 
to research and development efforts being undertaken 
for peaceful purposes, 

Noting the results of the United Nations conference 
on New Trends in Science and Technology: Im­
plications for International Peace and Security, held at 
S~~dai,_ Jap~n, from 16 to 19 April 1990,69 and recog­
mzmg, m this regard, the need for the scientific and pol­
icy communities to work together in dealing with the 
complex implications of technological change, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
entitled "Scientific and technological developments 
and their impact on international security";70 

2. Fully agrees that: 

. (a) The international community needs to position 
itself better to follow the nature and direction of tech­
nological change; 

(b) The United Nations can serve as a catalyst and 
a clearing-house for ideas for this purpose; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
follow scientific and technological developments in 
order to make an assessment of emerging "new tech­
nologies" and to submit to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session a framework for technology as­
sessment guided, inter a/ia, by the criteria suggested in 
his report; 

69 See N45!568. 
70 N45/568. 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Scientific and 
technological developments and their impact on inter­
national security". 

54th plenary meeting 
4 December 1990 

45/61. Science and technology for disarmament 

The General Assembly, 

Convinced that science and technology can pro­
foundly contribute to solving the problems of mankind, 
especially to promoting its social and economic devel­
opment, 

Noting the interest of the international community in 
disarmament-related applications of scientific and tech­
nological achievements, 

Recognizing the contributions that may be offered by 
scientific and technological progress for implementing 
arms control and disarmament agreements, mter alia, in 
the fields of verification and of compliance, by parties, 
with agreements on arms control and disarmament as 
well as of weapons disposal, 

Welcoming related international activities under­
taken so far in this area, 

Considering the need for intensified international co­
operation, with a view to using scientific and technolog­
ical achievements for disarmament-related purposes, 
inter alia, in the fields of verification of compliance with 
agreements on arms control and disarmament, applica­
tion of technologies for improved means of verification 
and weapons disposal, 

Noting the United Nations conference on New 
Trends in Science and Technology: Implications for In­
ternational Peace and Security, held at Sendai, Japan, 
in April 1990, and the United Nations conference on 
Conversion: Economic Adjustments in an Era of Arms 
R~ductions, held in Moscow in August 1990, which con­
tnbuted to promoting international co-operation in this 
field, 

1. Welcomes national and international activities to 
use scientific and technological achievements for disar­
mament-related purposes; 

2. Calls upon Member States and relevant intergov­
ernmental organizations to intensify and extend such 
activities and to keep the United Nations informed 
about progress in this field; 

3. Invites all Member States and relevant interna­
tional organizations to develop international co-opera­
tion in this area, with a view to using scientific and tech­
nological achievements for disarmament-related 
purposes, inter a/ia, in the fields of verification and of 
compliance, by parties, with agreements on arms con­
trol_ and disarmament an~ ~pp_lication of technologies 
for improved means of venf1cat1on and for weapons dis­
posal; 

4. Recommends that the United Nations should give 
appropriate attention to the collection and dissemina­
tion of information on scientific and technological de­
velopments in these fields; 


