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2. Decides to convene the eighth session of the Con-
ference at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from 8 to 25
February 1992, to be preceded by a two-day meeting of
senior officials at Cartagena de Indias on 6 and 7 February
1992.

74th plenary meeting
3 May 1991

45/262. Emergency assistance to Costa Rica and
Panama

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 42/169 of 11 December 1987 on
the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction,

Deeply concerned about the large number of afflicted
persons and the destruction caused by the recent earth-
quake which, on 22 April 1991, struck Costa Rica and
Panama,

Aware of the efforts of the Governments and peoples of
the region to save lives and alleviate the suffering of the
victims of the earthquake,

Aware also of the enormous effort that will be required
to alleviate the grave situation caused by this natural dis-
aster,

Welcoming the prompt response of the Governments, or-
gans, organizations and specialized agencies of the United
Nations system and of the international and regional agen-
cies, the non-governmental organizations and private indi-
viduals that are providing emergency relief,

Recognizing that the magnitude of the disaster and its
medium-term and long-term effects will require, as a com-
plement to the efforts being made by the peoples and the
Governments of Costa Rica and Panama, a demonstration
of international solidarity and humanitarian concern to
trigger broad multilateral co-operation in order to meet the
immediate emergency situation in the affected areas and
initiate the process of reconstruction,

1. Expresses its solidarity and support to the Govern-
ments and peoples of Costa Rica and Panama;

2. Expresses its gratitude to all the States, international
agencies and non-governmental organizations that are pro-
viding emergency relief to the affected countries;

3. Urges all States, as a matter of urgency, to contrib-
ute generously to the relief, rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion efforts in the affected area;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps taken to co-ordinate and mobilize the relief
and rehabilitation efforts;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in close collabora-
tion with the Governments of Costa Rica and Panama, and
the international financial institutions and the bodies and
agencies of the United Nations system to assist those coun-
tries in mobilizing the additional financial resources nec-
essary for the implementation of the medium-term and
long-term plans and programmes of rehabilitation and re-
construction.

74th plenary meeting
3 May 1991

45/263. Assistance to Bangladesh in the wake of the
devastating cyclone

The General Assembly,

Deeply concerned about the colossal loss of human life
and the unprecedented destruction of property and infra-
structure caused by the cyclone and tidal waves that struck
Bangladesh on 29 April 1991,

Considering that Bangladesh is one of the least devel-
oped countries and that its situation has been worsened by
the frequent recurrence of natural disasters having devas-
tating consequences,

Aware that the coastal areas of Bangladesh are particu-
larly vulnerable to natural calamity resulting in widespread
human and material loss,

Recognizing the relief and rehabilitation efforts of the
Government of Bangladesh to alleviate the suffering of
disaster victims,

Recognizing also that natural disasters constitute a de-
velopment problem of great magnitude, the solution of
which calls for substantial resources, requiring national ef-
forts to be supplemented by international financial and
technical assistance,

Noting the appeal to the international community by the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh to come forward in aid of
those affected by the disastrous cyclone,

1. Expresses its solidarity with the Government and
people of Bangladesh during the tragic aftermath of the
disaster;

2. Appeals to all Member States, specialized agencies
and other organs and bodies of the United Nations system,
as well as international financial institutions, and to non-
governmental organizations to respond urgently and gen-
erously to assist Bangladesh in its relief, rehabilitation and
reconstruction efforts and programmes following the ca-
lamity;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to extend all possi-
ble assistance to Bangladesh to mitigate the suffering of
the victims and to prevent further consequences of the dis-
aster, particularly through the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, as well as other relevant or-
ganizations and agencies of the United Nations system.

75th plenary meeting
13 May 1991

45/264. Restructuring and revitalization of the United
Nations in the economic, social and related
fields

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 45/177 of 19 December 1990,
on the restructuring and revitalization of the United Na-
tions in the economic and social fields, and other relevant
resolutions,

1. Adopts the text contained in the annex to the present
resolution, including the basic principles and guidelines,
goals and measures, as well as issues to be addressed in
the future, for the restructuring and revitalization of the
United Nations in the economic, social and related fields;
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2. Requests the Secretary-General to implement the
recommendations addressed to him in the annex to the
present resolution and to report thereon as proposed,

3. Invites the specialized agencies, organs, organiza-
tions and bodies of the United Nations system to imple-
ment, as appropriate, those recommendations within their
respective spheres of competence;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-sixth session an item entitled “Restructuring and re-
vitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social
and related fields™.

75th plenary meeting
13 May 1991

ANNEX

Restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations
in the economic, social and related flelds

1. Given the role of the United Nations in the economic, social and
related sectors as set out in the relevant provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations, including Article 55, the overall objective of the restruc-
turing and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and
related fields is defined in resolution 45/177 adopted by the General As-
sembly on 19 December 1990. In paragraph 3 of the resolution, the As-
sembly “stresses the need for more effective and efficient functioning of
the intergovernmental machinery of the United Nations system in the eco-
nomic, social and related fields in order to be more responsive to the needs
of enhancing international economic co-operation and promoting the de-
velopment of the developing countries”. The restructuring and revitaliza-
tion process should also take account of Assembly resolutions 32/197 of
20 December 1977 and 41/213 of 19 December 1986, and other relevant
resolutions.

2. The objective in paragraph 1 of the present annex needs to be ad-
dressed through a concerted, deliberate and continuing process of restruc-
turing and revitalization of the United Nations, encompassing all organs
and bodies concerned in the economic, social and related fields. Such an
approach should ensure orderly restructuring and revitalization of the eco-
nomic, social and related fields and enhance the flexibility and adaptabil-
ity of the Organization in the performance of its functions, and its ability
to address the most urgent tasks and new demands, and should bear in
mind the need for an efficient and effective United Nations system to deal
with a number of global challenges in the economic, social and related
fields in a world of growing interdependence, as well as enhance the in-
terest taken by the international community in the work of the Organiza-
tion. Thus it would also enhance the cffectivencess and efficiency of the
Organization.

1. BASIC PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE RESTRUCTURING AND
REVITALIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND
RELATED FIELDS

3. The deliberations and decisions of the restructuring and revitaliza-
tion process should be predicated on the following basic principles and
guidelines, in order to ensure a successful outcome:

(a) Restructuring is primarily an intergovernmental responsibility and
needs to be pursued in this context. The Secretary-General, in fulfilment
of his responsibility as the chief administrative officer of the United Na-
tions, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter, is requested to
assist and co-operate in this regard;

(b) The process of restructuring and revitalization of the United Na-
tions in the economic, social and related fields should be in accordance
with the mandate set forth in General Assembly resolution 45/177, the
provisions agreed upon at the resumed forty-fifth session of the Assembly,
and other relevant resolutions;

(c) Political will is an cssential prerequisite for enhancing interna-
tional co-operation. The socio-economic goals of the United Nations will
remain unachievable in the absence of the requisite political will of all
States;

(d) The current restructuring and revitalization process should pro-
mote the achicvement of the objectives and priorities of the United Na-

tions in the economic, social and related fields as set forth in the relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly,

(¢) The restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the
economic, social and related ficlds should aim at achieving greater com-
plementarity between the bodies and organs of the United Nations with
the General Assembly, while ensuring the latter’s position as a principal
organ of the United Nations;

(» The restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the
economic, social and related fields should preserve the democratic prin-
ciples which underpin the decision-making process of the United Nations;

(g) Transparency and openness need to be preserved and strcngﬁncn;d
in the functioning of the United Nations system in the economic, social
and related ficlds;

(k) Restructuring and revitalization should be examined and pursucd
while ensuring the most cfficient and effective use of the financial and
human resources of the United Nations system in the economic, social
and related fields;

() The ongoing process of revitalization of the Economic and Soc_ial
Council, on the basis of all its relevant resolutions, as appropriate, remains
valid.

II. GOALS OF THE RESUMED FORTY-FIFTH SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

4. The reconvened session is a step in the process of restructuring and
revitalization of the United Nations system in the economic, social and
related fields, on the basis of the basic principles and guidelines set out
in paragraph 3 of the present annex. The session is aimed at reaching
agreement, inter alia, on the role and functioning of the Economic and
Social Council, in order to:

(a) Enable the Council to discharge the responsibilities entrusted to it
by the Charter by enhancing its role as a central forum for major eco-
nomic, social and related issues and policies and its co-ordinating func-
tions relating to the United Nations system in the economic, social and
related fields;

(b) Improve its effectiveness and cfficiency in the consideration of
and action on the reports of its subsidiary bodies and other relevant re-
ports;

(c) Ensure greater complementarity with the work of the General As-
sembly, in accordance with Article 60 of the Charter;

(d) Avoid duplication with other organs of the United Nations;

(e) Follow an integrated approach to policy and programme aspects
of the economic and social issues.

In addition, the session agreed on the agenda and the timetable for the
continuation of the process of restructuring and revitalization of the
United Nations in the economic, social and related fields, as specified in
section IV of the present annex.

III. MEASURES FOR THE RESTRUCTURING AND REVITALIZATION
oF THE EcoNoMic AND SociaL CouNcIL

5. The following measures arc adopted:

(@) The continued implementation of the relevant resolutions of the
General Assembly as well as Economic and Social Council resolutions
1988177 of 29 July 1988, 1989/114 of 28 July 1989, 1990/69 of 27 July
1990 and Council decision 1990/205 of 9 February 1990, as appropriatc;

(b) An organizational session not to exceed four days to be held in
New York in early February to determine the annual agenda of the Council
and related organizational matters, taking into account the relevant pro-
visions of the resolutions and decision mentioned in paragraph 5 (a) of
the present annex, particularly on the themes to be discussed in the high-
level segment. This session will also select themes for the co-ordination
segment, taking into account, inter alia, the recommendations of the joint
meetings of the Commiittee for Programme and Co-ordination and the Ad-
ministrative Committee on Co-ordination. Elections, appointments and
confirmations to take place during a resumed organizational session of
one or two days at the end of April;

(¢) One substantive session of four to five weeks to take place in al-
ternate years in New York and Geneva between May and July;

(d) The substantive session to be broadly organized, sequentially,
along the following lines:
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High-level segment

@ A high-level scgment of four days open to all Member States in
accordance with Article 69 of the Charter, with ministerial par-
ticipation, devoted to the consideration of one or more major eco-
nomic andfor social policy themes to be determined at the
organizational session, taking into account the Economic and So-
cial Council multi-year work programme; adequate Secretariat
preparation, including, in particular, one comprehensive back-
ground document for each theme; debate to follow an integrated
and interdisciplinary approach; heads of the relevant organiza-
tions, agencies and other organs to participate actively;

One-day policy dialogue and discussion on important develop-
ments in the world economy and international economic co-op-
eration. In this context, heads of multilateral financial and trade
institutions of the United Nations system are invited to participate
actively in this dialogue and discussion on matters of mutual in-
terest with a view to building areas of understanding;

The main features of the deliberations of the high-level segment
would be presented to the Economic and Social Council by its
President in the form of a summary, which would be incorporated
in its final report;

The deliberations of the high-level scgment would provide politi-
cal impetus for building areas of convergence and facilitate the
consideration of the issues in question, including the emergence
of new recommendations on the issues, in the relevant forums.

Co-ordination segment

(i) Co-ordination of the activities of the specialized agencies, organs,
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system in the eco-
nomic, social and related fields, in accordance with Articles 63
and 64 of the Charter. This segment will consist of the following:

a. A segment of four to five days devoted to the co-ordination
of the policies and activities of the specialized agencies, organs,
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system relating
to the achievement of the economic and social objectives of the
United Nations. Discussion will be organized around one or more
themes selected at the organizational session, and designed to fo-
cus attention on the activities of the United Nations system in the
selected economic and social areas;

b. Discussion will take into account the report of the Secretary-
General as Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co-or-
dination, together with appropriate recommendations of the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the joint meet-
ings of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. This report should
contain a system-wide assessment of the status of co-ordination
with regard to the themes and include recommendations, as ap-
propriate;

c. The heads of concerned specialized agencies, organs, organi-
zations and bodies of the United Nations system, including mul-
tilateral financial and trade institutions, are invited to participate
actively, making contributions to the policy dialogue reflecting a
global perspective on the agreed theme or themes, as well as their
activities in the chosen themes;

d. Recommendations which result from these discussions shall
be submitted to the General Assembly and forwarded, as appro-
priate, to the governing bodies of the specialized agencies, organs,
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system as well as
to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the Ad-
ministrative Committee on Co-ordination. In this context, the
Secretary-General should arrange to apprise the next session of
the Economic and Social Council of steps taken by the United
Nations system to give effect to these recommendations.

Operational activities segment

(iii) A segment of two to three days devoted to operational activities
of the United Nations system focusing, in particular, on the fol-
low-up of policy recommendations and decisions of the General
Assembly and co-ordination of operational activitics on a system-
wide basis, taking account of Economic and Social Council reso-
lution 1988/77. The triennial review would continue to be
undertaken by the General Assembly.

Committee segment

(iv) Consideration of specific economic, social and related issues, in-
cluding their programme implications, in two separate commit-
tees meeting simultancously to consider and take decisions on the
reports of the subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Coun-
cil and other relevant reports;* these reports should be arranged
in clusters, as appropriate, for consideration; discussions to be de-
cision-oriented focusing on specific recommendations and issues
and not to involve a general debate. Review and monitoring of
the implementation of the decisions of the General Assembly in
the economic, social and related fields. Reports of the committees
to be submitted to the plenary Council for approval.

(v) Adoption of the report.
(e) The above measures will come into effect in February 1992.
IV. ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE FUTURE
6. The following non-exclusive list contains issues to be addressed in

the future. The agenda and timetable for some further steps will be as
follows:

(1) Complementarity between the work of the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly

Review at the forty-seventh session of the General Assembly of ways
of enhancing the complementarity between the work of the Economic
and Social Council and its own work, in accordance with Article 60 of
the Charter.

(2) Composition of the Economic and Social Council

The process of restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations
in the economic, social and related fields, undertaken with a view to
enhancing its impact and effectiveness, shall include a review of the
composition of the Economic and Social Council with due regard to
equitable geographical representation and other relevant factors, in or-
der to ensure the most effective participation of Member States, to be
undertaken at a resumed forty-seventh session of the General Assem-
bly.

(3) Subsidiary machinery in the economic, social and related fields

A review at the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly of the
subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council and the General
Assembly, with the objective of possible restructuring and revitaliza-
tion, and of their reporting responsibilities and procedures with a view
to avoiding duplication, where possible. The review should be on the
basis of, inter alia, the following criteria:

(@) Ensuring that programme delivery of a subsidiary body meets
the needs of Member States and that it is consistent with the goals and
priorities of the United Nations in the economic and social fields;

(b) Application of the same basic principles and guidelines for en-
hancing the effectiveness and efficiency of the subsidiary machinery as
those set out in paragraph 3 of the present annex;

(c) Avoidance of subsuming highly technical functions of subsidi-
ary bodies and expert groups into the Council;

(d) Ensuring that the subsidiary machinery in the economic, social
and related fields is able to offer sound recommendations and advice
as input into and not a substitute for the consideration and decisions by
the Council and the Assembly.

The Secretary-General is requested to provide to the Assembly at its
forty-sixth session relevant information, including information on the
status of subsidiary bodies and their reporting procedures, in order to
facilitate the review of the subsidiary bodies of the Council and of the
Assembly.

(4) Secretariat

A review of the Secretariat structure will be necessary on the basis
of the agreements to be reached in the restructuring and revitalization
process. In this context, the Secretary-General is requested to review
the structure of the Secretariat in the economic, social and related ficlds,
taking into account the outcome of the resumed forty-fifth session of
the General Assembly, future work, and other relevant resolutions, as
appropriate, and to report thereon with such recommendations as might
be appropriate to the Assembly at its forty-seventh session.

*The mectings of the Economic Committee will begin immediately after

the operational activities segment. The work of the Social Committee will
begin immediately after the completion of the co-ordination segment.
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Noting that management of the Secretariat is the responsibility of the
Secretary-General, he is requested expeditiously to implement those
measures within his purview, in accordance with the Charter and the
relevant resolutions of the Assembly, to streamline Secretariat opera-
tions in the economic, social and related fields in order to reinforce the
restructuring and revitalization process directed by the Assembly, and
to report thereon to the Assembly at its forty-sixth and forty-seventh
sessions.

(5) Progress report

The Secretary-General is requested to submit an annual progress re-
port to the General Assembly, starting with its forty-seventh session,
on the implementation of the result of the restructuring and revitaliza-

tion process in the economic, social and related fields, in which he is
requested to provide information on any recommendation agreed upon
which has not been implemented as scheduled.
{6) Review

As part of the restructuring and revitalization process the implemen-
tation of the measures in paragraph 5 above, including all organiza-
tional aspects of both the organizational and substantive sessions of the
Economic and Social Council, will be reviewed at the forty-cighth ses-
sion of the General Assembly in the light of the experience of the
reforms agreed upon, with a view to enhancing the impact and effec-
tiveness of the restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in
the economic, social and related fields.



