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16. Invites all Governments, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and other or-
gans, organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system to assist the least developed countries in under-
taking consultations among themselves on matters of
common interest in the context of the implementation
of the Programme of Action;

17.  Urges all Governments, international and multi-
lateral organizations, regional economic integration or-
ganizations and relevant non-governmental organiza-
tions to continue to pay special attention to the
problems of the least developed countries, and, in this
regard, welcomes the initiative of the Government of
Japan to hold a seminar, in collaboration with the
United Nations Capital Development Fund, on the de-
velopment problems of the least developed countrics in
the 1990s in Tokyo in May 1991;

18. Emphasizes the importance of cconomic and
technical co-operation between the least developed
countries and other developing countries, and, in that
regard, highly recommends mechanisms of economic
and technical co-operation among developing countries
to strengthen the development efforts of the least de-
veloped countries and urges the development partners
to assist in such activities;

19. Calls upon the international community to assist
the landlocked and island least developed countries in
coping with their special problems, in line with the rel-
evant recommendations contained in the Programme of
Action;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-sixth session a report on
the implementation of the present resolution and also
to report, on a continuing basis, on the implementation
of the provisions of the Programme of Action.

71st plenary meeting
21 December 1990

45/207. Food and agricultural problems®

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Declaration on International Economic
Co-operation, in particular the Revitalization of Eco-
nomic Growth and Development of the Developing
Countries, contained in the annex to its resolution S-
18/3 of 1 May 1990, and the International Development
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
Decade, contained in the annex to its resolution 45/199
of 21 December 1990,

Recalling also its resolutions on food and agricultural
problems, in particular resolutions 41/191 of 8 Decem-
ber 1986 and 43/191 of 20 December 1988, and Eco-
nomic and Social Council resolution 1989/88 of 26 July
1989 on food and agriculture,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration on the Eradi-
cation of Hunger and Malnutrition adopted by the
World Food Conference,%

85 The term “agriculture” and its derivatives include fisheries,
marine products, forestry and primary forestry products. See Basic
texts of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
vols. T and I1, 1989 edition.

6 Report of the World Food Conference, Rome, 5-16 November
1974 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.1.A.3), chap. 1.

Stressing the imperative need to keep food and agri-
cultural issues at the centre of global attention, and
their role in the reactivation of development, as was
pointed out in the section on agriculture of the Inter-
national Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade,

Reaffirming that food and agricultural problems in
developing countries should be considered in a com-
prehensive manner in their different dimensions and in
their immediate, short-term and long-term perspec-
tives, taking into account the interaction of agricultural
development with, inter alia, the external economic en-
vironment, policics for agricultural growth, human re-
sources development, rural development policies and
the links between natural resources, environment, pop-
ulation growth trends and sustainable agriculture,

Emphasizing that the continuing gravity of the eco-
nomic situation in many developing countrics, includ-
ing the persistence of negative trends in the food pro-
duction and agricultural scctors, requires, in many
cases, urgent and decisive action at the national and in-
ternational levels to support and ensure their full eco-
nomic recovery and devclopment,

Stressing the nced for continued and additional sup-
port from the international donor community for agri-
cultural development in developing countries, as well as
the need for increased cfforts and investment on the
part of the developing countrics in the development of
their own food and agricultural sectors,

Noting with concern that the tensions concerning in-
ternational trade in agricultural markets remain seri-
ous, notably owing to the persistence of all types of
trade-distorting agricultural support, covering internal
régimes, market access, export subsidies and sanitary
and phyto-sanitary rcgulations in many developed
countrics,

Stressing that the Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations, launched during the Special Session
of the Contracting Partics to the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade, held at Punta del Este, Uruguay,
from 15 to 20 September 1986, presents a unique op-
portunity to develop a more open, viable and durable
trading system, and stressing also the importance of
overcoming obstacles in the negotiations and arriving
at a successful, balanced and comprehensive conclusion
of the Round,

Emphasizing that the long-term objective of the ne-
gotiations on agriculturce is to establish a fair, market-
oriented agricultural trading system and that a reform
process should be initiated through the negotiation of
commitments on support and protection and through
the establishment of strengthencd and more operation-
ally effective rules and disciplines of the General
Agrecment on Tariffs and Trade,

Concerned that the cconomics of most developing
countries continue to suffcr because, inter alia, of the
long-term adverse trends in international commodity
prices, protectionism and worsening terms of trade, a
growing debt-service burden and the trends in the
transfer of resources to and from devcloping countries,
which have had a negative cffect on international trade
and agriculture, particularly for developing countrics,

Reaffirming that the right to food is a universal
human right that should be guarantced to all people
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and, in that context, believing in the general principle
that food should not be used as an instrument of polit-
ical pressure, either at the national or at the interna-
tional level,

Welcoming the ongoing work of the Global Informa-
tion and Early Warning System on Food and Agricul-
ture in monitoring the world food situation and in alert-
ing the international community to impending
problems,

Noting with alarm that the screw-worm fly has been
introduced into North Africa and is now established,
thereby posing a potential threat to people, livestock
and wildlife in Africa, the Mediterranean parts of Eu-
rope and the Near East,

Welcoming the efforts made by the countries affected
and the international community to contain locust and
grasshopper infestations through the imglementation
of General Assembly resolution 43/203 of 20 December
1988 on the international strategy for the fight against
locust and grasshopper infestation, particularly in Af-
rica,

Welcoming the decision of the Conference of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions at its twenty-fifth session to reinforce the Interna-
tional Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of
Pesticides,*” with a view to enhancing the protection of
health and the environment, and noting the co-opera-
tion between the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme in that regard,

Noting with particular concern that hunger and mal-
nutrition have been increasing since the World Food
Conference was held in 1974, that the number of people
suffering from hunger and malnutrition increased in the
1980s and that only limited progress has been made to-
wards the central objective of the Conference,

1. Welcomes the conclusions and recommendations
of the World Food Council at its sixteenth ministerial
session, held at Bangkok from 21 to 24 May 1990,% in
particular the pragmatic action recommended for meet-
ing the growing challenges to fight hunger and malnu-
trition in the 1990s, and calls upon Governments and
international and non-governmental organizations fully
to assist the World Food Council in implementing the
recommendations;

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on trends in the international market for agricultural
and tropical products and the liberalization of interna-
tional agricultural trade;*

3. Stresses the urgent need for substantial progress
in stimulating food production and productivity in de-
veloping countries and the importance of increasing do-
mestic food production, thereby stimulating national
economic growth and social progress in those countries,
in particular in Africa and the least developed coun-
tries, and helping to resolve the problems of hunger and
malnutrition effectively;

%7 See Report of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations, Twenty-fifth Session, Rome, 11-29
November 1989 (C 89/REP), paras. 110-120.

® Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth Session,
Sug)flcmem No. 19 (A/45/19), part one.

A/45/583.

4. Affirms that increasing food production and im-
proving access to food by low-income people in devel-
oping countries will significantly contribute to the erad-
ication of poverty and the elimination of malnutrition,
and recommends that higher priority be given to sup-
porting food production and to developing a marketing
infrastructure and income/employment generation in
the national development efforts of those countries in
order to ensure adequate food supplies and equitable
distribution of food;

5. Stresses that it is important for developing coun-
tries to create a basis for more rapid industrialization
and diversification of their economic structure with a
view to increasing their food and agricultural produc-
tion, and, in that context, stresses the importance of fi-
nance for investment in the agriculture sector, which
should form part of national policies and programmes
for international co-operation, both bilateral and mul-
tilateral;

6. Also stresses the importance of science and tech-
nology in the development of agriculture, in the in-
crease of food production and in the modernization of
agriculture, and, in that context, calls upon the interna-
tional community to support scientific and technologi-
cal training and research in developing countries in
order to promote sustainable agricultural development
in those countries, and emphasizes the urgency of
strengthening international co-operation in the field of
transfer of environmentally sound agricultural technol-
ogies and of facilitating the free exchange of informa-
tion on experience and technology relating to food pro-
duction, processing and storage, taking into account the
need for developing countries to have assured non-dis-
criminatory access to advances in such fields as biotech-
nology and genetic engineering, at appropriate cost;

7. Urges the members of the international commu-
nity to take further determined action in support of the
efforts of developing countries by increasing even more
the flow of resources, including concessional flows des-
ignated for agricultural development, and by increasing
food aid commitments in support of the strengthened
efforts of developing countries to increase mobilization
and allocation of domestic resources to address food
and agricultural problems, in addition to the flow of re-
sources from developed countries, bearing in mind the
need to channel this assistance through appropriate ex-
isting organizations and programmes;

8. Stresses that the provision of food aid in the con-
text of emergency and natural disaster situations should
be reinforced through additional rehabilitation and de-
velopment assistance in order to help restore food pro-
duction capacity and self-reliance and that it should be
provided with a view to restoring such capacity;

9. Calls for a joint effort by all States and appropri-
ate international and intergovernmental organizations
to improve the food situation and enhance the nutri-
tional levels of affected groups, in particular low-in-
come groups, especially during the implementation of
structural adjustment programmes;

10.  Stresses that the outcome of the Uruguay Round
of multilateral trade negotiations should present a
unique opportunity to develop a more open, viable and
durable trading system, to reverse the disquieting rise
in protectionism through a progressive and substantial
reduction of support and protection measures in order
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to avoid inflicting large losses on the more efficient pro-
ducers, especially in developing countries, and to bring
agriculture under the strengthened and operationally
effective rules and disciplines of the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade, fully in accordance with the
Ministerial Declaration on the Uru%uay Round® and
the Mid-Term Review Agreements,” and stresses that
efforts to that end should take into account the need to
provide special and differential treatment for develop-
ing countries, bearing in mind their food security objec-
tives and the need for agricultural and rural develop-
ment, and should also take into account the need to
give effect to the Mid-Term Review Agreements, in
which it was stated that ways should be developed to
take into account the possible negative effects of the
reform process on net food-importing developing coun-
tries;

11. Also stresses the need to implement promptly
and fully the relevant provisions of the Ministerial Dec-
laration and the Mid-Term Review Agreements con-
cerning tropical products, including processed and
semi-processed tropical products;

12.  Further stresses the need to improve global eco-
nomic conditions in order to establish food security in
developing countries at the national, subregional, re-
gional and global levels;

13.  Calis upon the international community to sup-
port and complement, through specific and effective
measures, the efforts made by Governments of African
States to stimulate agriculture and food production and
to implement fully the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Develop-
ment 1986-1990, contained in the annex to General As-
sembly resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986;

14. Urges all States members of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations to assist the
organization to fulfil its leading role in the United Na-
tions system in assisting countries in their agricultural
and rural development;

15. Appeals to the international community to con-
tribute generously to the World Food Programme so
that the pledging target for the period 1991-1992, as set
out in General Assembly resolution 44/230 of 22 De-
cember 1989, can be attained and the Programme can
continue its activity in support of development and in
meeting emergency food needs;

16. Welcomes the conclusion of the arrangements
for the third replenishment of the International Fund
for Agricultural Development, calls upon the interna-
tional community to continue supporting the activities
of the Fund in favour of agricultural development in de-
veloping countries, takes note with satisfaction of the
positive contribution made by the Fund to the eco-
nomic recovery programmes of its member developing
countries and its increased assistance to the African re-
gion in conformity with the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Devel-
opment 1986-1990, particularly through its Special Pro-
gramme for Sub-Saharan African Countries Affected
by Drought and Desertification, and invites donors to
endorse resolution 60/XIII of 25 January 1990 of the
Governing Council of the International Fund for Agri-

® General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, GATT Activities
1988 (Sales No. GATT/1989-2), annex 1.

cultural Development,” concerning the possibility of
additional voluntary contributions to the Special Re-
sources for Sub-Saharan Africa for a further three
years, starting in January 1991, without prejudicing de-
liberations on the mobilization of core funding for the
Fund;

17. Stresses the need for continued and co-or-
dinated international action to tackle the long-term
problems of migratory pest control and food-related
diseases in developing countries, and calls upon donors
to continue to give high priority to the implementation
and continued co-ordination by the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations, and by other
relevant programmes, of emergency control pro-
grammes, as well as medium-term and longer-term
measures, against grasshoppers and locusts, including
regional preventive programmes on the desert locust
and research on sustainable control strategies formu-
lated and financed in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural Development, and to re-
main prepared to provide financial and technical
assistance to affected countries at short notice;

18. Urges the international community to give full
support to action to eradicate the screw-worm fly, par-
ticularly in Africa, welcomes the support already pro-
vided by donors to the collaboration between the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
and the International Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment on the eradication programme and calls upon
them to give high priority to the implementation of the
international emergency eradication programme in Af-
rica, co-ordinated by the Screw-worm Emergency Cen-
tre for North Africa of the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations in co-operation with the
International Fund for Agricultural Development;

19. Notes the decision of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the World
Health Organization jointly to convene an Interna-
tional Conference on Nutrition in 1992, stresses the
need for the Conference to focus on specific rules and
practical action and calls upon the international com-
munity to support that effort fully as a basis for con-
certed national and international action to tackle the
problems of malnutrition, undernutrition and specific
nutrition-related diseases and conditions in the 1990s;

20. Calls upon the international community to im-
plement the Programme of Action for the Least Devel-
oped Countries for the 1990s, adopted by the Second
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries, held in Paris from 3 to 14 September 1990,"
and, in particular, to support the efforts of those coun-
tries in the areas of food production and rural develop-
ment, food security, development and management of
fishery and forestry resources, environmental protec-
tion and sustainable development;

21. Emphasizes the need for further efforts to be
made to achieve the four broad hunger-alleviation
goals contained in the Cairo Dcclaration, adopted by
the World Food Council at its fifteenth session,”
namely:

! International Fund for Agricultural Development, Governing
Cguncil, Thirteenth Session Report, Rome, 23-25 January 1990, para.
15.

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fourth Ses-
sion, Supplement No. 19 (A/44/19), part one.
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(a) The elimination of starvation and death caused
by famine;

(b) A substantial reduction in malnutrition and
mortality among young children;

(¢) A tangible reduction in chronic hunger;

(d) The elimination of major nutritional-deficiency
diseases;

22. Urges the World Food Council, as decided at its
sixteenth ministerial session, within its mandate, to im-
prove co-ordination of national and international ac-
tion towards a more concerted attack on hunger and to
examine the food production challenges facing differ-
ent regions of the developing world in the 1990s,” and
also urges it to continue sensitizing the international
community to the nature, causes and consequences of
hunger and malnutrition and to continue recommend-
ing appropriate practical policies for remedial action;

23.  Calls upon the developing countries, in address-
ing food problems, to promote international co-opera-
tion within the context of their primary responsibility
for promoting technical co-operation among them-
selves in food and agriculture, to place greater empha-
sis on their technical co-operation in that sector, re-
quests developed countries and the United Nations
system to assist and support such activities and, in ad-
dition, requests the United Nations to play a prominent
role as promoter and catalyst of international co-oper-
ation and technical co-operation among developing
countries in food and agriculture;

24. Decides to change the title of the sub-item
“Food problems” to “Food and agricultural develop-
ment” in the agenda of future sessions of the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council;

25.  Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the World Food Council, the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, to sub-
mit to the Economic and Social Council, at its second
regular session of 1991, an updated comprehensive re-
port on trends in the international market for agricul-
tural and tropical products, on developments in the lib-
eralization of international trade in agricultural and
tropical products, taking into account the share of de-
veloping countries in such trade and the possible ad-
verse short-term effects on net-food-importing devel-
oping countries, and on the follow-up to the section on
agriculture of the International Development Strategy
for the Fourth United Nations Development Decade.

71st plenary meeting
21 December 1990

45/208. Report of the Committee on the Development
and Utilization of New and Renewable
Sources of Energy

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/193 of 17 December 1981,
37/250 of 21 December 1982, 38/169 of 19 December

3 Ibid., Forty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 19 (A/45/19), pan
one, paras. 15-22 and 27-29.

1983, 39/173 of 17 December 1984, 41/170 of 5 Decem-
ber 1986 and 43/192 of 20 December 1988,

Recalling also its resolution 44/228 of 22 December
1989 on the United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development,

Stressing the importance of the continued develop-
ment of new and renewable sources of energy, taking
into account, among other things, trends in energy
sources supply and consumption, developments in en-
ergy technologies, the importance of environmental
concerns and the developmental needs of the develop-
ing countries, despite short-term factors that could run
counter to the need for the development of new and
renewable sources of energy,

Emphasizing the need for the development of new
and renewable sources of energy in accordance with the
fundamental objectives of the Nairobi Programme of
Action for the Development and Ultilization of New
and Renewable Sources of Energy,”

Taking into account the fact that new and renewable
sources of energy could constitute a more significant
share of world energy supplies, in particular in develop-
ing countries,

Having considered the report of the Committee on
the Development and Utilization of New and Renew-
able Sources of Energy on its fifth session,”

1. Takes note of the report of the Committee on the
Development and Utilization of New and Renewable
Sources of Energy on its fifth session and endorses the
resolutions and decision contained thercin;

2. Reaffirms the importance and validity of the prin-
ciples and objectives of the Nairobi Programme of Ac-
tion for the Development and Utilization of New and
Renewable Sources of Energy and the urgent need to
promote a higher degree of independent and environ-
mentally sustainable new and renewable sources of en-
ergy for all countries;

3. Urges that greater attention be given to the de-
velopment and efficient use of new and renewable
sources of energy for the rural sector and to their inte-
gration into the overall rural economy, bearing in mind
the depletion of the fuelwood supply taking place in
many regions of the world and, among other factors, the
various trends in energy sources supply and consump-
tion;

4. Recommends that the appropriate organs, orga-
nizations and bodies of the United Nations system as-
sist the developing countries, upon request and within
the context of their national policies, in identifying spe-
cific and viable projects in the area of their most press-
ing needs and in strengthening their national frame-
works for new and renewable sources of energy and, to
that end, prepare a set of updated or new proposals,
within the framework of the goals and objectives of the
Nairobi Programme of Action, for the consideration of
the Committee on the Development and Utilization of
New and Renewable Sources of Energy at its sixth ses-
sion;

74 Report of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
Sources of Energy, Nairobi, 10-21 August 1981 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.81.1.24), chap. I, sect. A.

"3 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth Session,
Supplement No. 36 (A/45/36).



