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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment on the negotiations on a draft international
code of conduct on the transfer of technology;®

2. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions Conference on Trade and Development and the
President of the United Nations Conference on an In-
ternational Code of Conduct on the Transfer of Tech-
nology to carry out further in-depth consultations with
regional groups and Governments on the draft code of
conduct, in conjunction with the appropriate intergov-
ernmental bodies of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, in early 1991;

3. Also invites the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to sub-
mit to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session a
report based on the outcome of the consultations, so as
to enable the Assembly to take appropriate action on
the negotiations on the draft code of conduct.

71st plenary meeting
21 December 1990

45/205. Eighth session of the United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December
1964, as amended,* on the establishment of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development as an
organ of the General Assembly,

Recalling also its resolution S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, the
annex to which contains the Declaration on Interna-
tional Economic Co-operation, in particular the Revi-
talization of Economic Growth and Development of the
Developing Countries,

Recalling further its resolutions 42/175 of 11 Decem-
ber 1987, in which it welcomed the Final Act adopted
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and De-
velopment at its seventh session, and 44/19 of 14 No-
vember 1989 on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development,

Bearing in mind its resolution 40/243 of 18 December
1985 on the pattern of conferences,

1. Welcomes with deep appreciation the generous
offer of the Government of Uruguay to act as host to
the eighth session of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development at Punta del Este;

2. Decides to convene the eighth session of the Con-
ference at Punta del Este from 21 September to 8 Oc-
tober 1991, to be preceded by a two-day meeting of se-
nior officials at Punta del Este on 19 and 20 September
1991;

3. Notes the approval by the Trade and Develop-
ment Board of the substantive item of the provisional
agenda for the eighth session of the Conference;*

4. Requests the Trade and Development Board to
undertake the necessary intergovernmental prepara-
tions for the eighth session of the Conference and, at
the second part of its thirty-seventh session, to agree on
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organizational arrangements for the eighth session of
the Conference that will encourage ministerial partici-
pation, particularly in the conclusion of its work.

71st plenary meeting
21 December 1990

45/206. Implementation of the Programme of Action
for the Least Developed Countries for the
1990s

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 42/177 of 11 December 1987,
in which it decided to convene the Second United Na-
tions Conference on the Least Developed Countries, as
well as its resolutions 43/186 of 20 December 1988 and
44/220 of 22 December 1989,

Deeply concerned at the continuing deterioration in
the socio-economic situation of the least developed
countries as a whole,

Reaffirming the Declaration on International Eco-
nomic Co-operation, in particular the Revitalization of
Economic Growth and Development of the Developing
Countries, contained in the annex to its resolution
S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, in which it was stated, inter alia,
that it would be essential to stem the increasing
marginalization of the least developed countries and to
reactivate their growth and development through com-
prehensive national action and international support
measures,

. Affirming the International Development Strategy for

the Fourth United Nations Development Decade, con-
tained in the annex to its resolution 45/199 of 21 De-
cember 1990, in which Member States stressed, inter
alia, the need for full implementation of the Pro-
gramme of Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the 1990s, adopted by the Second United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries, held in
Paris from 3 to 14 September 1990,

Recalling that the prime objective of the Programme
of Action is to arrest the further deterioration in the
socio-economic situation of those countries, to reacti-
vate and accelerate their growth and development and,
in the process, to set them on the path of sustained
growth and development,

Reaffirming the basic principles outlined in the Pro-
gramme of Action as the basis for action by the least
developed countries and their development partners,
including international organizations, financial institu-
tions and development funds, to promote fundamental,
growth-oriented transformation of the economies of
those countries,

Recalling the solemn commitment of the interna-
tional community, as contained in the Paris Declara-
tion, adopted by the Second United Nations Confer-
ence on the Least Developed Countries,!* to implement
the Programme of Action throughout the 1990s,

Stressing that successful implementation of the Pro-
gramme of Action will depend on shared responsibility
and strengthened partnership for the growth and devel-
opment of the least developed countries,
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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the outcome of the Second United Nations Confer-
ence on the Least Developed Countries;*

2. Endorses the Paris Declaration and the Pro-
gramme of Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the 1990s, adopted by the Second United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Government and
the people of France for acting as host to the Second
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries, as well as for their gracious hospitality, ex-
cellent arrangements and important contribution to the
outcome of the Conference;

4. Calls upon all Governments, international and
multilateral organizations, financial institutions and de-
velopment funds, the organs, organizations and pro-
grammes of the United Nations system and all other or-
ganizations concerned to take immediate, concrete and
adequate steps to implement the Programme of Action;

5. Reaffirms that the least developed countries have
the primary responsibility for the formulation and ef-
fective implementation of national policies and priori-
ties for their growth and development;

6. Strongly urges all donor countries to implement
fully and expeditiously their commitments in all areas,
as set out in the Programme of Action, so as to provide
adequate external support to the least developed coun-
tries;

7. Decides that regular review and monitoring of the
progress in the implementation of the Programme of
Action at the national, regional and global levels should
be undertaken as envisaged in the Programme of Ac-
tion, and, to that end, decides also that:

(@) The Intergovernmental Group on the Least De-
veloped Countries of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development shall meet in 1995 to carry
out the mid-term review of the situation of those coun-
tries, report to the General Assembly on progress made
in the implementation of the Programme of Action and
consider new measures as necessary;

(b) The Trade and Development Board shall con-
sider, during each of its annual spring sessions, the re-
view of progress in the implementation of the Pro-
gramme of Action;

(¢) Towards the end of the 1990s, the General As-
sembly shall consider holding a third United Nations
conference on the least developed countries to make a
comprehensive appraisal of the implementation of the
Programme of Action and to decide on subsequent ac-
tion;

(d) The organizations of the United Nations system
shall undertake sectoral appraisals at regular intervals;

8. Notes that mechanisms such as United Nations
Development Programme round tables and World
Bank consultative groups will continue to constitute the
backbone of the country review process and, in that
context, recommends that:

(a) The country review groups should be organized
on a more systematic basis and at regular intervals and
should include all donors concerned;
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(b) Least developed countries that do not have reg-
ular country review groups should consider adopting a
country review process;

(c) Development partners should assist in strength-
ening the capacity of the Governments of the least de-
veloped countries to ensure the leadership role of those
Governments in the country review process;

(d) Necessary links should be established between
the follow-up at the national, regional and global levels;

9. Decides that the Conference, as part of its ongo-
ing work, shall continue to serve as the focal point for
the review and appraisal of the implementation of the
Programme of Action and its follow-up at the global
level, and shall continue to provide support at the na-
tional and regional levels, in co-operation with other
concerned organs, organizations and agencies of the
United Nations system;

10. Decides, in this regard, to strengthen the Special
Programme for the Least Developed Countries of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment and to provide that Programme with sufficient re-
sources to enable the Conference to discharge effec-
tively its mandate concerning the implementation of
the Programme of Action for the Least Developed
Countries for the 1990s on a timely basis and provide
the secretariat services specified in the report of the
Secretary-General;*

Il. Invites the governing bodies of the organiza-
tions, agencies and programmes of the United Nations
system to take the necessary and appropriate measures
for effective implementation and follow-up of the Pro-
gramme of Action within their respective spheres of
competence and according to their mandates;

12. Invites the preparatory bodies for all major
forthcoming meetings and conferences of the United
Nations system to take into account the outcome of the
Sccond United Nations Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries;

13.  Requests the Secretary-General, in conformity
with paragraph 142 of the Programme of Action," to
ensure the full mobilization and co-ordination of all or-
gans, organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system in the implementation and follow-up of the Pro-
gramme of Action, in close collaboration with the Di-
rector-Genceral for Development and International
Economic Co-operation, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, the secretariats of the regional commissions and
the lead agencies for the aid groups;

14. Also requests the Secretary-General, bearing in
mind the role of the Director-General for Development
and International Economic Co-operation in the
United Nations development system and his mandate
concerning the implementation of the Programme of
Action, to provide the office of the Director-General
with the necessary support for activities related to the
lcast developed countrics;

15. Calls upon all organs, organizations and pro-
grammes of the United Nations system to establish
focal points for the least developed countries, where
they do not already exist, and 1o strengthen the existing
ones in order to involve them actively in the im-
plementation tasks throughout the 1990s;
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16. Invites all Governments, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and other or-
gans, organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system to assist the least developed countries in under-
taking consultations among themselves on matters of
common interest in the context of the implementation
of the Programme of Action;

17.  Urges all Governments, international and multi-
lateral organizations, regional economic integration or-
ganizations and relevant non-governmental organiza-
tions to continue to pay special attention to the
problems of the least developed countries, and, in this
regard, welcomes the initiative of the Government of
Japan to hold a seminar, in collaboration with the
United Nations Capital Development Fund, on the de-
velopment problems of the least developed countrics in
the 1990s in Tokyo in May 1991;

18. Emphasizes the importance of cconomic and
technical co-operation between the least developed
countries and other developing countries, and, in that
regard, highly recommends mechanisms of economic
and technical co-operation among developing countries
to strengthen the development efforts of the least de-
veloped countries and urges the development partners
to assist in such activities;

19. Calls upon the international community to assist
the landlocked and island least developed countries in
coping with their special problems, in line with the rel-
evant recommendations contained in the Programme of
Action;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-sixth session a report on
the implementation of the present resolution and also
to report, on a continuing basis, on the implementation
of the provisions of the Programme of Action.

71st plenary meeting
21 December 1990

45/207. Food and agricultural problems®

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Declaration on International Economic
Co-operation, in particular the Revitalization of Eco-
nomic Growth and Development of the Developing
Countries, contained in the annex to its resolution S-
18/3 of 1 May 1990, and the International Development
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
Decade, contained in the annex to its resolution 45/199
of 21 December 1990,

Recalling also its resolutions on food and agricultural
problems, in particular resolutions 41/191 of 8 Decem-
ber 1986 and 43/191 of 20 December 1988, and Eco-
nomic and Social Council resolution 1989/88 of 26 July
1989 on food and agriculture,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration on the Eradi-
cation of Hunger and Malnutrition adopted by the
World Food Conference,%

85 The term “agriculture” and its derivatives include fisheries,
marine products, forestry and primary forestry products. See Basic
texts of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
vols. T and I1, 1989 edition.

6 Report of the World Food Conference, Rome, 5-16 November
1974 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.1.A.3), chap. 1.

Stressing the imperative need to keep food and agri-
cultural issues at the centre of global attention, and
their role in the reactivation of development, as was
pointed out in the section on agriculture of the Inter-
national Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade,

Reaffirming that food and agricultural problems in
developing countries should be considered in a com-
prehensive manner in their different dimensions and in
their immediate, short-term and long-term perspec-
tives, taking into account the interaction of agricultural
development with, inter alia, the external economic en-
vironment, policics for agricultural growth, human re-
sources development, rural development policies and
the links between natural resources, environment, pop-
ulation growth trends and sustainable agriculture,

Emphasizing that the continuing gravity of the eco-
nomic situation in many developing countrics, includ-
ing the persistence of negative trends in the food pro-
duction and agricultural scctors, requires, in many
cases, urgent and decisive action at the national and in-
ternational levels to support and ensure their full eco-
nomic recovery and devclopment,

Stressing the nced for continued and additional sup-
port from the international donor community for agri-
cultural development in developing countries, as well as
the need for increased cfforts and investment on the
part of the developing countrics in the development of
their own food and agricultural sectors,

Noting with concern that the tensions concerning in-
ternational trade in agricultural markets remain seri-
ous, notably owing to the persistence of all types of
trade-distorting agricultural support, covering internal
régimes, market access, export subsidies and sanitary
and phyto-sanitary rcgulations in many developed
countrics,

Stressing that the Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations, launched during the Special Session
of the Contracting Partics to the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade, held at Punta del Este, Uruguay,
from 15 to 20 September 1986, presents a unique op-
portunity to develop a more open, viable and durable
trading system, and stressing also the importance of
overcoming obstacles in the negotiations and arriving
at a successful, balanced and comprehensive conclusion
of the Round,

Emphasizing that the long-term objective of the ne-
gotiations on agriculturce is to establish a fair, market-
oriented agricultural trading system and that a reform
process should be initiated through the negotiation of
commitments on support and protection and through
the establishment of strengthencd and more operation-
ally effective rules and disciplines of the General
Agrecment on Tariffs and Trade,

Concerned that the cconomics of most developing
countries continue to suffcr because, inter alia, of the
long-term adverse trends in international commodity
prices, protectionism and worsening terms of trade, a
growing debt-service burden and the trends in the
transfer of resources to and from devcloping countries,
which have had a negative cffect on international trade
and agriculture, particularly for developing countrics,

Reaffirming that the right to food is a universal
human right that should be guarantced to all people



