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45/134. Follow-up to the Guiding Principles for De-
velopmental Social Welfare Policies and Pro-
grammes in the Near Future, and the negative
social consequences of alcohol use

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 42/125 of 7 December 1987,
in which, inter alia, it endorsed the Guiding Principles
for Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Pro-
grammes in the Near Future,!* adopted by the Interre-
gional Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare
Policies and Programmes,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1989/49 of 24 May 1989 concerning the follow-up
to the Guiding Principles, in which the Council re-
quested the Secretary-General, inter alia, to carry out a
study on the negative social consequences of alcohol
use, based on the report of an expert meeting to be con-
vened on the question,

Convinced that the dangerous dimension of alcohol
use requires sustained action for the implementation of
a comprehensive international response, based on a
common effort by all States,

1. Notes with appreciation the holding of the Expert
Meeting on the Negative Social Consequences of Alco-
hol Use at Oslo from 27 to 31 August 1990, which was
convened by the Government of Norway with the sub-
stantive support of the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat;

2. Takes note of the report of the Expert Meeting!®
and requests the Secretary-General to make the report
available to the Commission for Social Development at
its thirty-second session;

3. Invites Member States to submit their comments
on the report of the Expert Meeting to the Commission
for Social Development at its thirty-second session;

4. Requests the Commission for Social Develop-
ment to report on its discussions of the report and the
comments from Member States to the Economic and
Social Council at its first regular session of 1991 with
proposals for future action.
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45/135. International Covenants on Human Rights

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/129 of 15 December 1989
and taking note of Commission on Human Rights res-
olution 1990/20 of 23 February 1990,

Mindful that the International Covenants on Human
Rights* constitute the first all-embracing and legally
binding international treaties in the ficld of human
rights and, together with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,® form the core of the International Bill
of Human Rights,

Considering that the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
adoption of the Covenants on 16 December 1991 pro-
vides an appropriate occasion to focus on the funda-
mental importance and special status of these basic
human rights instruments of the United Nations,
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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General'”
on the status of the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional
Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,

Noting, in this regard, that a number of States Mem-
bers of the United Nations have yet to become parties
1o the International Covenants on Human Rights,

Recalling the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights* and the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights,** and reaffirming
that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are in-
divisible and interrelated and that the promotion and
protection of one category of rights should never ex-
empt or excuse States from the promotion and protec-
tion of the other,

Recognizing the important role of the Human Rights
Committee in the implementation of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional
Protocols thereto,!%?

Also recognizing the important role of the Committec
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the im-
plementation of the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights,

Welcoming the submission to the General Assembly
of the annual report of the Human Rights Committee!®?
and the report of the Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights on its fourth session,!%

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty
bodies established in accordance with the relevant pro-
visions of international instruments on human rights
plays a fundamental role and hence represents an im-
portant continuing concern of the United Nations,

Noting with concern the critical situation with regard
to overdue reports from States parties to the Interna-
tional Covenants on Human Rights,

Taking note with appreciation of the recommenda-
tions and conclusions of the third meeting of persons
chairing human rights treaty bodies, held at Geneva
from 1 to 5 October 19908

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Human Rights Committee on its thirty-seventh, thirty-
eighth and thirty-ninth sessions,’* including the sugges-
tions and recommendations of a general nature ap-
proved by the Committee;

2. Also takes note with appreciation of the report of
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights on its fourth session, including its suggestions
and recommendations;

3. Expresses its satisfaction with the serious and con-
structive manner in which both Committees are carry-
ing out their function;

4. Urges States parties to the International Cove-
nants on Human Rights to pay active attention to the
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protection and promotion of civil and political rights,
as well as economic, social and cultural rights, taking
into consideration their indivisible and interrelated
character and the fact that the promotion and protec-
tion of one category of rights should never exempt or
excuse States from the promotion and protection of the
other rights;

5. Urges those States parties to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that have been
requested by the Human Rights Committee to provide
additional information to comply with that request;

6. Also urges States parties to fulfil their reporting
obligations under the International Covenants on
Human Rights;

7. Notes with satisfaction that the majority of States
parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights and an increasing number of States parties
to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights have been represented by experts in the
presentation of their reports, thereby assisting the re-
spective monitoring bodies in their work, and hopes
that all States parties to both Covenants will arrange
such representation in the future;

8. Again urges all States which have not yet done so
to become parties to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and to
consider acceding to the Optional Protocols to the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

9. Invites the States parties to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to consider mak-
ing the declaration provided for in article 41 of the Cov-
enant;

10. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest com-
pliance by States parties with their obligations under
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and, where apglicable, the
Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights;

11. Stresses the importance of avoiding the erosion
of human rights by derogation, and underlines the ne-
cessity of strict observance of the agreed conditions and
procedures for derogation under article 4 of the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, bearing
in mind the need for States parties to provide the fullest
possible information during states of emergency, so that
the justification for and appropriateness of measures
taken in these circumstances can be assessed;

12. Appeals to States parties to the Covenants that
have exercised their sovereign right to make reserva-
tions in accordance with relevant rules of international
law to consider whether any such reservations should
be reviewed;

13. Urges States parties to the International Cove-
nant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the spe-
cialized agencies and other relevant United Nations
bodies to extend their full support and co-operation to
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights;

14. Welcomes the adoption by the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of general com-
ment No. 2 (1990), regarding international technical as-

sistance measures in relation to article 22 of the Cove-
nant;!%

15. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the
Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights informed of the rel-
evant activities of the General Assembly, the Economic
and Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights,
the Commission on the Status of Women, the Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro-
tection of Minorities, the Committee on the Elimina-
tion of Racial Discrimination, the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the
Committee against Torture and, where appropriate,
other functional commissions of the Economic and So-
cial Council and the specialized agencies, and also to
transmit the annual reports of the Human Rights Com-
mittee and the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights to those bodies;

16. Aliso requests the Secretary-General to ensure
that the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat ef-
fectively assists the Human Rights Committee and the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in
the implementation of their respective mandates;

17. Again urges the Secretary-General, taking into
account the suggestions of the Human Rights Commit-
tee, to take determined steps to give more publicity to
the work of that Committee and, similarly, to the work
of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights;

18. Encourages all Governments to publish the texts
of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and the Optional Protocols to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in
as many languages as possible and to distribute them
and make them known as widely as possible in their ter-
ritories;

19. Further requests the Secretary-General to sub-
mit to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session,
under the item entitled “International Covenants on
Human Rights”, a report on the status of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights and the Optional Protocols to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

20. Decides to hold a commemorative meeting in
honour of the Covenants on 16 December 1991, the
twenty-fifth anniversary of their adoption.
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45/136. Elimination of all forms of religious intoler-
ance

The General Assembly,

Conscious of the need to promote universal respect
for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, lan-
guage or religion,

Reaffirming its resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981,
by which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimina-
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