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respect for and observance of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms;

3. Expresses its satisfaction at the number of States
that have signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention
since it was opened for signature, ratification and ac-
cession on 26 January 1990;

4. Calls upon all States that have not done so to
sign, ratify or accede to the Convention as a matter of
priority;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all fa-
cilities and assistance necessary for the dissemination
of information on the Convention and its implementa-
tion, with a view to promoting further ratification of or
accession to the Convention;

6. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest com-
pliance by States parties with their obligations under
the Convention;

7. Recognizes the importance of the establishment
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child as an es-
sential mechanism for overseeing the effective im-
plementation of the provisions of the Convention;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure the
provision of appropriate staff and facilities so that the
functions of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
may be carried out effectively;

9. Invites United Nations agencies and organiza-
tions, as well as intergovernmental and non-govern-
mental organizations, to intensify their efforts with a
view to disseminating information on the Convention
and promoting its understanding;

10. Further requests the Secretary-General to sub-
mit to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session a
report on the status of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child;

11. Decides to consider the report of the Secretary-
General at its forty-sixth session under the item entitled
“Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child”.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/105. Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its objective set forth in the Charter of
the United Nations to achieve international co-opera-
tion in solving international problems of an economic,
social, cultural or humanitarian character and in pro-
moting and encouraging respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to
race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming also its firm determination and its com-
mitment to eradicate totally and unconditionally racism
in all its forms, racial discrimination and apartheid,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,’ the International Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,?* the Inter-
national Convention on the Su Pression and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Apartheiafg and the Convention
against Discrimination in Education adopted by the

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on 14 December 1960,%

Recalling also its resolution 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 No-
vember 1973, on the first Decade for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, and its resolution
38/14 of 22 November 1983, on the Second Decade to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,

Recalling further the two World Conferences to Com-
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination, held at Geneva
in 1978 and 1983,

Bearing in mind the Report of the Second World Con-
ference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,®

Convinced that the Second World Conference repre-
sented a positive contribution by the international com-
munity towards attaining the objectives of the Decade,
through its adoption of a Declaration®’ and an opera-
tional Programme of Action® for the Second Decade
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,

Noting with concern that, despite the efforts of the in-
ternational community, the principal objectives of the
first Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination were not attained and that millions of
human beings continue to this day to be the victims of
varied forms of racism, racial discrimination and apart-
heid,

Recalling its resolutions 39/16 of 23 November 1984,
42/47 of 30 November 1987, 43/91 of 8 December 1988
and 44/52 of 8 December 1989,

Emphasizing once again the necessity of attaining the
objectives of the Second Decade to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination,

Having considered the note by the Secretary-Gen-
eral®® and his report®® submitted within the framework
of the implementation of the Programme of Action for
the Second Decade,

Firmly convinced of the need to take more effective
and sustained international measures for the elimina-
tion of all forms of racism and racial discrimination and
the total eradication of apartheid in South Africa,

Regretting that certain activities of the Second De-
cade scheduled for the period 1985-1989 have not been
implemented owing to a lack of financial resources,

Recognizing the importance of strengthening, where
necessary, national legislation and institutions for the
promotion of racial harmony,

Aware of the importance and the magnitude of the
phenomenon of migrant workers, as well as the efforts
undertaken by the international community to improve
the protection of the human rights of migrant workers
and their families,

Welcoming the Declaration on Apartheid and its De-
structive Ccnsequences in Southern Africa,® unani-
mously adopted by the General Assembly at its six-
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teenth special session, on 14 December 1989, which of-
fers guidelines on how to end apartheid,

1. Declares once again that all forms of racism and
racial discrimination, particularly in their institutional-
ized form, such as apartheid, or resulting from official
doctrines of racial superiority or exclusivity, are among
the most serious violations of human rights in the con-
temporary world and must be combated by all available
means;

2. Decides that the international community, in gen-
eral, and the United Nations, in particular, should con-
tinue to give the highest priority to programmes for
combating racism, racial discrimination and apartheid
and intensify their efforts, during the Second Decade
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, to pro-
vide assistance and relief to the victims of racism and
all forms of racial discrimination and apartheid, espe-
cially in South Africa and in occupied territories and
territories under alien domination;

3. Appeals 10 all Governments and to international
and non-governmental organizations to increasc and
intensify their activities to combat racism, racial dis-
crimination and apartheid and to provide relief and as-
sistance to the victims of these evils;

4. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral®® containing information on the activities of Gov-
ernments, specialized agencies, regional intergovern-
mental organizations and non-governmental organizations,
as well as United Nations organs, to give effect to the
Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Com-
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination;

5. Notes and commends the efforts made to co-or-
dinate all the programmes currently under implementa-
tion by the United Nations system that relate to the ob-
jectives of the Second Decade, and encourages the
Co-ordinator for the Second Decade to Combat Rac-
ism and Racial Discrimination to continue his efforts;

6. Welcomes the upcoming publication of the global
compilation of national legislation against racism and
racial discrimination® and requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to transmit it to Governments as soon as possible;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the
study on the effects of racial discrimination on the chil-
dren of minorities, in particular those of migrant work-
ers, in the field of education, training and employment,
and to submit, inter alia, specific recommendations for
the implementation of measures to combat the effects
of that discrimination;

8. Recalls the reports of the Secretary-General on
the study on the role of private group action to combat
racism and racial discrimination;®

9. Welcomes the progress made in preparing model
legislation for the guidance of Governments in the en-
actment of further legislation against racial discrimina-
tion, and requests the Secretary-General to finalize the
text of the model legislation and the handbook of re-
course procedures for victims of racial discrimination
and to publish and distribute those texts as soon as pos-
sible;

10. Renews its invitation to the United Nations Ed-
ucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to expe-
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dite the preparation of teaching materials and teaching
aids to promote tcaching, training and education activ-
ities on human rights and against racism and racial dis-
crimination, with particular emphasis on activities at
the primary and secondary levels of education;

11. Takes note of the study by the Special Rappor-
teur of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim-
ination and Protection of Minorities on the results
achieved and obstacles encountered during the first De-
cade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim-
ination and the first half of the Second Decade;®

12. Requests the Secretary-General to publish the
study of the Special Rapporteur and distribute it on as
wide a scale as possible;

13. Considers that all the parts of the Programme of
Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination should receive equal attention in
order to attain the objectives of the Sccond Decade;

14. Regrets that part of the programme for the pe-
riod 1983-1989 has not yet been implemented because
of lack of adequate resources, as indicated in the report
of the Secretary-General to the Economic and Social
Council at its first regular session of 1990;%

15. Requests the Secretary-Gencral to impiement
immediately those activities scheduled for the period
1985-1989 not yct carried out and to proceed with the
implementation of the activitics scheduled for the bien-
nium 1990-1991;

16. Affirms once again the need for the implementa-
tion of the plan of activities proposed for the period
1990-1993 contained in the annex to Gencral Assembly
resolution 42/47,

17. Requests the Secrctary-General, pursuant to
General Assembly resolutions 42/47 and 44/52, 10 en-
sure that the necessary and additional resources are in-
cluded in the programmec budget for the biennium
1990-1991 and in the proposed programme budget for
the biennium 1992-1993 to provide for the implementa-
tion of the activities of the Second Dccade;

18. Also requests the Sccretary-General to inform
the General Assembly of the steps taken in regard to
the provisions of paragraph 17 above;

19. Further requests the Secrctary-General to con-
tinue to accord the highest priority, in exccuting the
plan of activities, to measurcs for combating apartheid;

20. Calls upon Governments to encourage positive
change in South Africa based on the guidelines sct out
in the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive
Consequences in Southern Africa,® in particular by
maintaining existing measures against South Africa
until there is clear evidence of profound and irrevers-
ible change;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
accord special attention to the situation of migrant
workers and their familics and to include rcgularly in
his reports all information on such workers;

22. Invites all Governments, United Nations bodies,
the specialized agencies and other intergovernmental
organizations, as well as interested non-governmental
organizations in consultative status with the Economic

6 A/E/STS, annex.
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and Social Council, to participate fully in the activities
scheduled for the periods 1985-1989 and 1990-1993 and
not yet carried out, by intensifying and broadening their
efforts to bring about the speedy elimination of apart-
heid and all forms of racism and racial discrimination;

23. Considers that voluntary contributions to the
Trust Fund for the Programme for the Decade for Ac-
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination are
indispensable for the implementation of the above-
mentioned programmes;

24. Notes once again with regret that the present sit-
uation of the Trust Fund is not encouraging;

25. Strongly appeals, therefore, to all Governments,
organizations and individuals in a position to do so to
contribute generously to the Trust Fund, and to this end
requests the Secretary-General to continue to under-
take appropriate contacts and initiatives to encourage
contributions;

26. Takes note of the report of the Scecretary-Gen-
eral on the activities of the Second Decade® and reit-
erates its request to the Economic and Social Council,
throughout the Decade, to submit annually to the Gen-
eral Assembly a report containing, inter alia:

() An enumeration of the activities undertaken or
contemplated to achieve the objectives of the Second
Decade, including the activities of Governments,
United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and
other international and regional organizations, as well
as non-governmental organizations;

(b) A review and appraisal of thosc activities;
(¢) Its suggestions and recommendations;

27. Decides to keep the item entitled “Implementa-
tion of the Programme of Action for the Second De-
cade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination” on
its agenda throughout the Second Decade and to con-
sider it as a matter of the highest priority at its forty-
sixth session.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/106. Implementation of the International Plan of

Action on Aging and related activities

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/67 and 44/76 of 8 Decem-
ber 1989 and reaffirming all of their relevant provisions,
particularly those which endorsed the priorities set and
the recommendations made by the Economic and So-
cial Council in its resolution 1989/50 of 24 May 1989,

Noting that the Economic and Socijal Council recom-
mended in its resolutiont 1989/50 the convening of an
ad hoc working group of the Commission for Social De-
velopment at the Commission’s thirty-second session to
monitor preparatory activities for the tenth anniversary
of the adoption of the International Plan of Action on
Aging, 16

Noting with concern that, although in its resolution
43/93 of 8 December 1988 it recommended that aging
should be considered a priority theme in the medium-
term plan for the period 1992-1997, the resources as-
signed to subprogramme 7 (Aging) of section 8 (Activ-
ities on global social development issues) in the

programme budget for the biennium 1990-1991% for
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs of the Secretariat are not sufficient to imple-
ment the programme adequately and to give it the pri-
ority recommended,

Also noting with concern that the contributions to the
United Nations Trust Fund for Aging have steadily de-
clined since 1982, thereby reducing its resource base,
and that unless this trend is reversed and the Fund
strengthened, many priority requests will not be met
and the implementation of the Plan of Action will be
weakened where it is most needed, in developing coun-
trics,

Recognizing that the elderly are an asset to society
and can contribute significantly to the development
process,

Mindful of the need for innovative and elfective in-
ternational co-operation in the field of aging if coun-
trics arc to achieve self-reliance in responding to the
aging of their populations,

Recognizing also the complexity and rapidity of the
aging of the world’s population and the need to have a
common basis and frame of reference for the protection
and promotion of the rights of the elderly, including the
contribution that the clderly can and should make to
socicty,

Recalling the establishment at Dakar in 1989 of the
African Society of Gerontology,

Having considered the rcport of the Secrctary-Gen-
eral on the question of aging,%

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the question of aging;

2. Endorses the action programme on aging for 1992
and beyond as outlined in the report of the Scecretary-
General;

3. Urges Member States, the organs, organizations
and bodies of the United Nations system and intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations con-
cerned to participate in the action programme on aging
for 1992 and beyond, cspecially in selecting targets in
the field of aging, in organizing community-wide activ-
itics and in launching an information and (und-raising
campaign to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the
adoption of the International Plan of Action on Aging
at the local, national, regional and global levels;

4. Endorses the recommendation of the Economic
and Social Council in its resolution 1989/50 that an ad
hoc working group of the Commission for Social Devel-
opment be convened at the Commission’s thirty-second
session, in 1991, to monitor the activities for the tenth
anniversary, especially the launching of a global infor-
mation campaign, and the selection of targets that
might form the basis of the third review and appraisal
of the Plan of Action to be made by the Commission at
its thirty-third session, in 1993;

5. Invites Member States, the United Nations and
non-governmental organizations to consider innovative
and effective ways of co-operating on the selection of
targets in the field of aging during 1991 and 1992;
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