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44/45. Effects of atomic radiation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 913 (X) of 3 December 1955, by
which it established the United Nations Scientific Com-
mittee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, and its subse-
quent resolutions on the subject, including resolution
43/55 of 6 December 1988, in which, inter alia, it re-
quested the Scientific Committee to continue its work,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the United
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation,?

Reaffirming the desirability of the Scientific Committee
continuing its work,

2 A/44/587.
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Concerned about the potentially harmful effects on pres-
ent and future generations resulting from the levels of
radiation to which man is exposed,

Conscious of the continued need to examine and compile
information about atomic and ionizing radiation and to
analyse its effects on man and his environment,

Bearing in mind the decision of the Scientific Committee
to submit, as soon as the relevant studies are completed,
shorter reports with supporting scientific documents on
the specialized topics mentioned by the Committee,?

l.  Commendsthe United Nations Scientific Committee
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation for the valuable contri-
bution it has been making in the course of the past thirty-
four years, since its inception, to wider knowledge and un-

YA, 3R/142, para 5.



98 General Assembly—Forty-fourth Session

derstanding of the levels, effects and risks of atomic
radiation and for fulfilling its original mandate with scien-
tific authority and independence of judgement;

2. Notes with satisfaction the continued and growing
scientific co-operation between the Scientific Committee
and the United Nations Environment Programme;

3. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue its
work, including its important co-ordinating activities, to
increase knowledge of the levels, effects and risks of ioniz-
ing radiation from all sources,

4. Endorses the intentions and plans of the Scientific
Committee for its future activities of scientific review and
assessment on behalf of the General Assembly;

5. Also requests the Scientific Committee to continue at
its next session the review of the important problems in the
field of radiation and to report thereon to the General As-
sembly at its forty-fifth session;

6. Requests the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme to continue providing support for the effective
conduct of the work of the Scientific Committee and for
the dissemination of its findings to the General Assembly,
the scientific community and the public;

7. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance rendered
to the Scientific Committee by Member States, the special-
ized agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency
and non-governmental organizations, and invites them to
increase their co-operation in this field;

8. Invites Member States, the organizations of the
United Nations system and non-governmental organiza-
tions concerned to provide further relevant data about
doses, effects and risks from various sources of radiation,
which would greatly help in the preparation of future re-
ports of the Scientific Committee to the General Assem-
bly.

78th plenary meeting
8 December 1989

44/46. International co-operation in the peaceful uses of

outer space

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 43/56 of 6 December 1988,

Deeply convinced of the common interest of mankind in
promoting the exploration and use of outer space for
peaceful purposes and in continuing efforts to extend to all
States the benefits derived therefrom, and of the impor-
tance of international co-operation in this field, for which
the United Nations should continue to provide a focal
point,

Reaffirming the importance of international co-
operation in developing the rule of law, including the rele-
vant norms of space law and their important role in inter-
national co-operation for the exploration and use of outer
space for peaceful purposes,

Gravely concerned at the extension of an arms race into
outer space,

Recognizing that all States, in particular those with ma-
jor space capabilities, should contribute actively to the
goal of preventing an arms race in outer space as an essen-
tial condition for the promotion of international co-
operation in the exploration and use of outer space for
peaceful purposes,

Aware of the need to increase the benefits of space tech-
nology and its applications and to contribute to an orderly
growth of space activities favourable to the socio-

economic advancement of mankind, in particular that of
the peoples of developing countries,

Considering that space debris is an issue of concern to all
nations,

Noting the progress achieved in the further development
of peaceful space exploration and application as well as in
various national and co-operative space projects, which
contribute to international co-operation in this field,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General* on
the implementation of the recommendations of the Second
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peace-
ful Uses of Outer Space,’

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the work of its thirty-
second session,®

1. Endorses the report of the Committee on the Peace-
ful Uses of Outer Space;

2. Invites States that have not yet become parties to the
international treaties governing the uses of outer space’ (0
give consideration to ratifying or acceding to those trea-
ties;

3. Notes that, at its twenty-eighth session, the lLegal
Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space, in its working groups, continued its work as
mandated by the General Assembly in resolution 43/56:8

4. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee
that the Legal Sub-Committee, at its twenty-ninth session,
taking into account the concerns of all countries, particu-
larly those of developing countries, should:

(@) Continue, through its working group, the elabora-
tion of draft principles relevant to the use of nuclear-
power sources in outer space;

(b) Continue, through its working group, its consider-
ation of matters relating to the definition and delimitation
of outer space and to the character and utilization of the
geostationary orbit, including consideration of ways and
means to ensure the rational and equitable use of the geo-
stationary orbit without prejudice to the role of the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union;

(¢) Continue its consideration of the legal aspects re-
lated to the application of the principle that the explora-
tion and utilization of outer space should be carried out
for the benefit and in the interests of all States, taking into
particular account the needs of developing countrics;

5.  Endorses the recommendations of the Legal Sub-
Committee on the method of work concerning the agenda
item referred to in paragraph 4 (¢) above, and notes that
the working group will be established in 1990 and con-
vened in 1991 in accordance with paragraph 53 (¢) of the
report of the lLegal Sub-Committee;

4 A/44/469.

5 See Report of the Second United Nations Confercnce on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Vienna, 9-21 August 1982
(A/CONF.101/10 and Corr.1 and 2).
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Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States n the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies (resolution 2222 (XXI), annex); Agreement on the
Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of
Objects Launched into Outer Space (resolution 2345 (XXII), annex):
Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space
Objects (resolution 2777 (XX V1), annex); Convention on Registration of
Objects Launched into Quter Space (resolution 3235 (XXIX), annex);
Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies (resolution 34/68, annex).

8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fourth Sesswon,
Supplement No. 20 (A /44720), sect. [1.C.



