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43/8. Emergency assistance to the Sudan

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 35/56 of 5 December 1980, the
annex to which contains the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade, and 42/169 of 11 December 1987 on an interna-
tional decade for natural disaster reduction,

Recalling also the Substantial New Programme of Ac-
tion for the 1980s for the Least Developed Countries, !5 in
particular the section concerning disaster assistance for
least developed countries,

Deeply concerned by the extensive and unprecedented
damage and devastation in the Sudan caused by torrential
rain and floods in August 1988,

Extremely concerned about the destruction of hundreds
of thousands of buildings and dwellings and by the fact
that large sectors of the nation’s infrastructure have been
completely disrupted, in particular, roads, railway lines,
water supplies, electricity supplies, hospitals and health
centres, schools and other public utilities and communica-
tion systems,

Considering that over 120,000 hectares of cultivated
land and over 7,000 small farmers’ schemes were inun-
dated, and about 600 villages and islands have completely
disappeared and thereby over 1.5 million persons were left
without shelter or food,

Fully cognizant of the economic difficulties already faced
by the Sudan, particularly resulting from its high level of
indebtedness and compounded further by a massive influx
of refugees and 2 million displaced persons,

Recognizing that the Sudan has shouldered the major
part of the burden in dealing with the disasters, but that,
the magnitude of devastation and damage is far beyond
the means and abilities of the Sudan alone to rectify,

Reaffirming the need for the international community to
respond fully to requests for emergency humanitarian as-
sistance as well as rehabilitation and reconstruction of a
least developed country, facing grave and compounded
disaster situations,

Noting with appreciation the response to date of various
countries and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations in emergency relief operations,

Noting that the Secretary-General has sent an inter-
agency mission to the Sudan to assess emergency condi-
tions and that a United Nations Development Pro-
gramme/World Bank multi-donor flood recovery
programme mission is currently in the Sudan, at the re-
quest of its Government, to assess the impact of floods and
to prepare a two-year reconstruction programme,

1.  Expresses its solidarity with the Government and
people of the Sudan in facing the complex disaster situa-
tions;

2. Expresses its gratitude to the States and intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations that ren-
dered support and assistance to the Government of the Su-
dan in its relief and rehabilitation efforts;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to co-ordinate and mobilize re-
lief and rehabilitation efforts;
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4. Calls upon all States to contribute generously and
respond urgently and effectively to the needs of relief oper-
ations, rehabilitation and reconstruction;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in close co-
operation with the Government of the Sudan, to co-
ordinate efforts of the United Nations system to help the
Sudan in its emergency, rehabilitation and reconstruction
efforts, to mobilize resources for the implementation of
those programmes and to keep the international com-
munity informed of those needs;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to apprise the
Economic and Social Council at its first regular session of
1989 of his efforts and to report to the General Assembly
at its forty-fourth session on the implementation of the
present resolution.

33rd plenary meeting
18 October 1988

43/9. Short-term, medium-term and long-term solutions
to the problems of natural disasters in Bangladesh

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 40/231 of 17 December 1985
following the disastrous cyclone that struck Bangladesh in
1985,

Recalling also its resolution 42/169 of 11 December
1987 on an international decade for natural disaster reduc-
tion,

Noting with concern the devastating consequences of the
recent floods in Bangladesh, the worst in living memory,
that have caused significant loss of life, unprecedented hu-
man suffering to tens of millions of stranded and homeless
people subjected to hunger and water-borne disease and
incalculable damage to crops, livestock, communications
and infrastructure,

Taking note of the statement made on 10 October 1988
by the representative of Bangladesh,!6 in which he elabo-
rated the details of these concerns,

Deeply conscious of the macro-economic impact of such
calamities, which constitutes an insurmountable burden
on the economy and development plans of a least devel-
oped country like Bangladesh, causing irrecoverable set-
back in growth and necessitating extremely difficult ad-
justment, and that the cost of damage inflicted by such
catastrophes often exceeds the net inflow of development
assistance,

Recognizing the strenuous efforts of the Government
and people of Bangladesh to save lives, to alleviate the suf-
fering and hardship suffered by the victims of the floods
and to initiate urgent recovery measures, including im-
mediate relief and rehabilitation measures,

Recognizing also that the magnitude of the damage and
devastation is beyond the ability of Bangladesh alone to
rectify or to meet, requiring national efforts to be supple-
mented by sustained international financial and technical
assistance over the long term,

Emphasizing in this connection the importance of mea-
sures noted in the report of the Secretary-General on spe-
cial economic and disaster relief assistance to Bangladesh,
subm]i7tted to the General Assembly at its forty-first ses-
sion,
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