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tiveness, and the importance of strict comI?liance with 
existing agreements, both bilateral and multilateral;31 

3. Emphasizes that further measures with appropriate 
and effective provisions for verification to pre�ent an �rms 
race in outer space should be adopted by the mternat10nal 
community; 

4. Calls upon all States, in particular those with '!1ajor 
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the obJect1ve of 
the peaceful use of outer space and to take immedia_te mea­
sures to prevent an arms race in outer space m_ the mterest 
of maintaining international peace and secunty an? pro­
moting international co-operation and understandmg; 

5. Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament, as 
the single multilateral disarmament negotiating _forum, 
has the primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral 
agreement or agreem�nts, as appropriate, c:m the preven­
tion of an arms race m outer space m all its aspects; 

6. Requests the Conference on Disarmament t<? con­
sider as a matter of priority the question of preventmg an 
arms race in outer space; 

7. Also requests the Conference 01,1 Disarmament to _in­
tensify its consideration of the ques�ion of the pre�en�1on 
of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects, takmg mto 
account all relevant proposals and initiatives, including 
those presented in the Ad Hoc Committe� at the _I 988 ses­
sion of the Conference and at the forty-third session of the 
General Assembly; 

8. Further requests the Conference on Disarmament to 
re-establish an ad hoc committee with an adequate man­
date at the beginning of its 1989 session, with a view to un­
dertaking negotiations for the conclusion of an agreement 
or agreements, as appropriate, to prevent an arms race in 
outer space in all its aspects; 

9. Urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States of America to pursue intensively their 
bilateral negotiations in a construct!ve spirit aimed �t 
reaching early agreement for preventmg an arms _race in 
outer space, and to advise the Conference on Disarma­
ment periodically of the progress of their bilateral sessions 
so as to facilitate its work; 

IO. Calls upon all States, especially those with major 
space capabilities, to refrain, in their activities relating to 
outer space, from actions contrary to the observance of�he 
relevant existing treaties or to the objective of preventmg 
an arms race in outer space; 

11. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the question of the prevention of an arms race in outer 
space,31' submitted in accordance with resolution 42/33 of 
30 November 1987; 

12. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to re­
port on its consideration of this subject to the General As­
sembly at its forty-fourth session; 

13. Requests the Secretary General to transmit to the 
Conference on Disarmament all documents relating to the 
consideration of this subject by the General Assembly at 
its forty-third session; 

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fourth session the item entitled "Prevention of an 
arms race in outer space". 

73rd plenary meeting 
7 December 1988 

31 Ibid., para. 80 (para. 48 of the quoted text). 
32 A/43/506 and Corr. I and Add. I and 2. 

43/71. Implementation of the Declaration on the Denu­
clearization of Africa 

A 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION 

The General Assembly, 

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denucleariza­
tion of Africa33 adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of African Unity at 
its first ordinary session. held at Cairo from 17 to 21 July 
1964, 

Recalling its resolution 1652 (XVI) of ?4 Noven:iber 
1961, its earliest on the subject, as well as its resolut10ns 
2033 (XX) of 3 December 1965, 31/69 of 10 December 
1976 32/81 of 12 December 1977, 33/63 of 14 December 
1978: 34/76 A of 11 December 1979, 35/146 B of 12 
December 1980, 36/86 B of 9 December 1981, 37/74 A of 
9 December 1982, 38/181 A of 20 December 1983, 39/61 
A of 12 December 1984, 40/89 A of 12 December 1985, 
41/55 A of 3 December 1986 and 42/34 A of 30 Novem­
ber 1987, in which it called upon all States to con�ider and 
respect the continent of Africa and its surrounding areas 
as a nuclear-weapon-free zone, 

Recalling that in its resolution 33/63 it vigorously con­
demned any overt or covert attempt by_South Afric_a to in­
troduce nuclear weapons into the continent of Afnca and 
demanded that South Africa refrain forthwith from con­
ducting any nuclear explosion in the continent or else­
where, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of resolution CM/ 
Res. I IO 1 (XL VI)/Rev. I 34 on the denuclearization of 
Africa adopted by the Cou!lcil of Mi!}isters �f the Org�ni­
zation of African Unity at its forty-sixth ordinary session, 
held at Addis Ababa from 20 to 25 July 1987, 

Having taken note of the report of the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament Research entitled "South 
Africa's nuclear capability",35 undertaken in co-operation 
with the Department of Disarmament Affairs of the Sec­
retariat and in consultation with the Organization of Afri­
can Unity, as well as of the report of the Disarmament 
Commission,36 

Noting the actions taken by those Governments which 
have taken measures to restrict co-operation with South 
Africa in nuclear and other fields, 

Expressing regret that, despite the threat that S_outh 
Africa's nuclear capability constitutes to international 
peace and security and, in pa�ticular, to the realiza_tio� of 
the objective of the Declaration on th_e J?enucleanzat10!1 
of Africa, the Disarmament Commission, although it 
made some progress during its substantive ses�io_n in 1988, 
failed once again to reach a consensus on this important 
item on its agenda, 

l .  Strongly renews its call upon all States to consider 
and respect the continent of Africa and its surrounding 
areas as a nuclear-weapon-free zone; 

2. Reaffirms that the implementation of the Declara­
tion on the Denuclearization of Africa adopted by the As­
sembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organi­
zation of African Unity would be an important measure to 

33 Official Records oj the General Assembly, Twentieth Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 105, document A/5975. 

34 See A/42/699, annex I. 
35 A/39/470. 
36 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty third Session, 

Supplement No. 42 (A/43/42). 
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prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to pro­
mote international peace and security; 

3. Expresses once again its grave alarm at South 
Africa's possession and continued development of nu­
clear-weapon capability; 

4. Condemns South Africa's continued pursuit of a nu­
clear capability and all forms of nuclear collaboration by 
any State, corporation, institution or individual with the 
racist regime that enable it to frustrate the objective of the 
Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa, which 
seeks to keep Africa free from nuclear weapons; 

5. Calls upon all States, corporations, institutions and 
individuals to desist from further collaboration with the 
racist regime that may enable it to frustrate the objective 
of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa; 

6. Demands once again that the racist regime of South 
Africa refrain from manufacturing, testing, deploying, 
transporting, storing, using or threatening to use nuclear 
weapons; 

7. Appeals to all States that have the means to do so to 
monitor South Africa's research on and development and 
production of nuclear weapons and to publicize any infor­
mation in that regard; 

8. Demands once again that South Africa submit 
forthwith all its nuclear installations and facilities to in­
spection by the International Atomic Energy Agency; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all neces­
sary assistance that the Organization of African Unity 
may seek regarding the modalities and elements for the 
preparation and implementation of the relevant conven­
tion or treaty on the denuclearization of Africa; 

IO. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fourth session the item entitled "Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa". 

73rd plenary meeting 
7 December 1988 

B 

NUCLEAR CAPABILITY OF SOUTH AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on South Africa's nuclear capability,37 

Recalling its resolutions 34/76 B of 11 December 1979, 
35/146 A of 12 December 1980, 36/86 A of 9 December 
1981, 37/74 B of 9 December 1982, 38/181 B of 20 
December 1983, 39/61 B of 12 December 1984, 40/89 B 
of 12 December 1985, 41/55 B of 3 December 1986 and 
42/34 B of 30 November 1987, 

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denucleariza­
tion of Africa33 adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of African Unity at 
its first ordinary session, held at Cairo from 17 to 21 July 
1964, 

Recalling that, in paragraph 12 of the Final Document 
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,13 it 
noted that the massive accumulation of armaments and 
the acquisition of armaments technology by racist 
regimes, as well as their possible acquisition of nuclear 
weapons, present a challenging and increasingly danger-

37 A/43/701. 

ous obstacle to a world community faced with the urgent 
need to disarm. 

Recalling also that, in its resolution 33/63 of 14 Decem­
ber 1978, it vigorously condemned any overt or covert at­
tempt by South Africa to introduce nuclear weapons into 
the continent of Africa and demanded that South Africa 
refrain forthwith from conducting any nuclear explosion 
in the continent or elsewhere, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of resolution CM/ 
Res.1101 (XLVl)/Rev.P4 on the denuclearization of 
Africa adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organi­
zation of African Unity at its forty-sixth ordinary session, 
held at Addis Ababa from 20 to 25 July 1987, 

Noting with regret the non-implementation by apartheid 
South Africa of resolution GC(XXX)/RES/46838 
adopted on 3 October 1986 by the General Conference of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency during its thir­
tieth regular session, 

Having taken note of the report of the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament Research entitled "South 
Africa's nuclear capability", 35 undertaken in co-operation 
with the Department for Disarmament Affairs of the Sec­
retariat and in consultation with the Organization of Afri­
can Unity, 

Expressing regret that despite the threat that South 
Africa's nuclear-weapon capability constitutes to interna­
tional peace and security and, in particular, to the realiza­
tion of the objective of the Declaration on the Denucleari­
zation of Africa, the Disarmament Commission, although 
it made some progress during its substantive session in 
1988, failed once again to reach a consensus on this impor­
tant item on its agenda, 

Alarmed that South Africa's nuclear facilities, particu­
larly those that remain unsafeguarded, enable it to develop 
and acquire the capability of producing fissionable 
material for nuclear weapons, 

Gravely concerned that South Africa, in fagrant viola­
tion of the principles of international law and the relevant 
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, has con­
tinued its acts of aggression and subversion against the 
peoples of the independent States of southern Africa, 

Deeply indignant at the persistent policy of hostility by 
the racist regime of South Africa as demonstrated by its 
constant encroachment into the territory of Angola, 
which constitutes an act of aggression against the sover­
eignty and territorial integrity of that country, 

Expressing its grave disappointment that, despite re­
peated appeals by the international community, certain 
Western States and Israel have continued to collaborate 
with the racist regime of South Africa in the military and 
nuclear fields and that some of these States have, by a 
ready recourse to the use of veto, consistently frustrated 
every effort in the Security Council to deal decisively with 
the question of South Africa, 

Recalling its decision taken at the tenth special session 
that the Security Council should take appropriate effective 
steps to prevent the frustration of the implementation of 
the decision of the Organization of African Unity for the 
denuclearization of Africa,39 

Stressing the need to preserve peace and security in 
Africa by ensuring that the continent is a nuclear-weapon­
free zone, 

18 See International Atomic Energy Agency, Resolutions and Other 
Decisions of the General Conference. Thirtieth Regular Session. 29 
Se�tember-3 October 1986. 

• q See resolution S-10/2, para. 63 (c). 
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l .  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
South Africa's nuclear capability; 

2. Condemns the massive buildup of South Africa's 
military machine, in particular its frenzied acquisition of 
nuclear-weapon capability for repressive and aggressive 
purposes and as an instrument of blackmail; 

3. Also condemns all forms of nuclear collaboration by 
any State, corporation, institution or individual with the 
racist regime of South Africa, in particular the decision by 
some Member States to grant licences to several corpora­
tions in their territories to provide equipment and techni­
cal and maintenance services for nuclear installations in 
South Africa; 

4. Reaffirms that the acqmsthon of nuclear-weapon 
capability by the racist regime constitutes a very grave 
danger to international peace and security and, in particu­
lar, jeopardizes the security of African States and in­
creases the danger of the proliferation of nuclear weapons; 

5. Expresses its full support for the African States faced 
with the danger of South Africa's nuclear capability; 

6. Commends the actions taken by those Governments 
which have taken measures to restrict co-operation with 
South Africa in nuclear and other fields; 

1. Demands that South Africa and all other foreign in­
terests put an immediate end to the exploration for and ex­
ploitation of uranium resources in Namibia; 

8. Calls upon all States, corporations, institutions and 
individuals to terminate forthwith all forms of military 
and nuclear collaboration with the racist regime; 

9. Requests the Disarmament Commission to consider 
once again as a matter of priority during its substantive 
session in 1989 South Africa's nuclear capability, taking 
into account, inter alia, the fndings of the report of the 
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research on 
South Africa's nuclear capability; 

IO. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all 
necessary assistance that the Organization of African 
Unity may seek regarding the modalities and elements for 
the preparation and implementation of the relevant con­
vention or treaty on the denuclearization of Africa; 

11. Commends the adoption by the Security Council of 
resolutions 558 (1984) of 13 December 1984 and 
591 (1986) of 28 November 1986 on the question of South 
Africa, with a view to blocking the existing loopholes in 
the arms embargo so as to render it more effective and pro­
hibiting, in particular, all forms of co-operation and col­
laboration with the racist regime of South Africa in the 
nuclear field; 

12. Demands once again that South Africa submit 
forthwith all its nuclear installations and facilities to in­
spection by the International Atomic Energy Agency; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to follow very 
closely South Africa's evolution in the nuclear field and to 
report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth 
session. 

73rd plenary meeting 
7 December 1988 

43/72. Prohibition of the development and manufacture 
of new types of weapons of mass destruction and 
new systems of such weapons 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous resolutions on the prohibition of 

the development and manufacture of new types of weap­
ons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons, 

Bearing in mind paragraph 77 of the Final Document of 
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,13 

Determined to prevent the emergence of new types of 
weapons of mass destruction that have characteristics 
comparable in destructive effect to those of weapons of 
mass destruction identified in the defnition of weapons of 
mass destruction adopted by the United Nations in 
1948,40 

Noting that in the course of its 1988 session the Confer­
ence on Disarmament considered the item entitled "New 
types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of 
such weapons; radiological weapons", 

Taking into account the section of the report of the Con­
ference on Disarmament relating to this question,41 

I. Reaffirms that effective measures should be under­
taken to prevent the emergence of new types of weapons of 
mass destruction; 

2. Requests the Conference on Disarmament, in the 
light of its existing priorities, to keep under review, with 
expert assistance, as appropriate, the questions of the 
prohibition of the development and manufacture of new 
types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of 
such weapons with a view to making, when necessary, 
recommendations on undertaking specifc negotiations on 
the identified types of such weapons; 

3. Calls upon all States, immediately following the 
recommendation of the Conference on Disarmament, to 
give favourable consideration to these recommendations; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Conference on Disarmament all documents relating to the 
consideration of this item by the General Assembly at its 
forty-third session; 

5. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit 
a report on results achieved to the General Assembly for 
consideration at its forty-fourth session; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-fifth session the item entitled "Prohibition of the de­
velopment and manufacture of new types of weapons of 
mass destruction and new systems of such weapons: report 
of the Conference on Disarmament". 

73rd plenary meeting 
7 December 1988 

43/73. Reduction of military budgets 

The General Assembly, 
Deeply concerned about the ever-spiralling arms race 

and growing military expenditures, which constitute a 
heavy burden for the economies of all nations and have ex­
tremely harmful effects on world peace and security, 

Reaffirming once again the provisions of paragraph 89 
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the 

40 The definition was adopted by the Commission for Conventional 
Armaments (see S/C.3/32/Rev. I). 

41 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-third Session, 
Supplement No. 27 (A/43/27), sect. III.G 




