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and grasshopper control activities undertaken at the na-
tional and regional levels by the affected countries, par-
ticularly in Africa, specifically in the areas of data collec-
tion and dissemination of information, prevention, co-
ordination and funding, the establishment of national and
regional early warning systems, and the strengthening of
existing national systems for the protection of plant life;

7. Invites the international community, particularly
the developed countries, to help the affected countries to
improve to a considerable extent the present methods of
monitoring and control and, specifically, to use remote-
sensing techniques as a means of improving the quality of
meteorological observations and forecasting in the af-
fected countries, particularly in the regions where locust
and grasshopper infestations originate;

8. Also invites the international community, including
the organizations of the United Nations system and
specifically the United Nations Development Programme,
to continue to contribute to the funding for the establish-
ment of programmes agreed on by the affected countries
for the training of specialized personnel in the modern
techniques of locust and grasshopper control;

9.  Calls upon the international scientific community to
develop co-ordinated research programmes to identify
new and more effective methods of control, with a view to
establishing a reliable forecasting system that would per-
mit a better understanding of the relationship between cli-
matic phenomena and the bio-ecology of the desert locust;

10. Regquests the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, in close
co-operation with the relevant organizations of the United
Nations system, including the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme, the World Health Organization and the
United Nations Development Programme, to undertake
an assessment of the pesticides and techniques currently
used in the fight against locust and grasshopper infesta-
tion, in particular the biological fight against the repro-
duction of larvae, and to test the efficacy of those pesti-
cides and techniques, bearing in mind their effects on the
natural environment and the health of the people living in
the affected zones;

11. Urges the multilateral financial and development
institutions, including the United Nations Development
Programme, to give high priority, within the framework
of their activities, to the fight against locust and grasshop-
per infestation and to grant financial and technical assist-
ance to the affected countries, particularly those which
have issued appeals for international assistance or have de-
clared a state of emergency;

12.  Requests the Secretary-General to seek the views of
the international ad hoc group of experts established as
part of the preparations for the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction on the fight against locust and
grasshopper infestation, with particular reference to the
scope of research programmes on its biological, bio-
climatic and chemical aspects and on the risks of mutation
that might make locusts more resistant to insecticides or
to the effects of climate;

13. Also requests the Secretary-General, in co-
operation with the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, to con-
sult with Member States and competent organizations
concerning the establishment, under the auspices of the
United Nations and the technical and organizational re-
sponsibility of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, of an international operational entity
operating at the regional or subregional levels to provide
direct support to the countries affected and to undertake

co-ordinated actions to control locusts and grasshoppers,
particularly in regions that are seriously infested and/or to
which access is difficult;

14. Requests the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to estab-
lish, to that end, a focused and action-oriented working
group of representatives of the affected countries, the do-
nor countries and relevant organizations to prepare a de-
tailed plan to fight locust and grasshopper infestation, in-
cluding the necessary modalities and means for the
establishment of such an operational entity;

15. Agrees that the actions proposed above will be fi-
nanced through extrabudgetary resources and requests
the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the Director-
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, to mobilize voluntary contributions, if
appropriate through a pledging conference, for the fight
against locust and grasshopper infestation;

16. Encourages the Secretary-General to keep under
review the question of the locust and grasshopper infesta-
tion, particularly in Africa, and to undertake, in consulta-
tion with the Director-General of the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations, the necessary
action to make the world community more aware of the
disastrous cumulative consequences of locust and grass-
hopper infestation, specifically with respect to food
security;

17. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session the question of locust and grasshop-
per infestation, particularly in Africa, and requests the
Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at
that session, through the Economic and Social Council at
its second regular session of 1989, a detailed report on the
implementation of the provisions of the present resolution,
including a report of the Director-General of the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on
developments in the fight against locust and grasshopper
infestation.

83rd plenary meeting
20 December 1988

43/204. Special economic and disaster relief assistance

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December
1971, by which it established the Office of the United Na-
tions Disaster Relief Co-ordinator,

Recalling also its resolution 42/169 of 11 December
1987 and taking note of Economic and Social Council
resolution 1988/51 of 26 July 1988,

Taking note with interest of the reports of the Secretary-
General on the activities of the Office of the
Co-ordinator”? and on special economic and disaster relief
assistance,’?

Recognizing that activities related to disaster prepared-
ness and prevention were significantly greater than in
1986-1987, and appreciating, in this regard, the contribu-
tion of bilateral donors and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, as well as the good perform-
ance of the Office of the Co-ordinator in strengthening the
national emergency services of affected developing coun-
tries by providing, inter alia, advice and expertise on the
utilization of early warning systems and on the elabora-
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tion and implementation of disaster contingency plans for
pre-disaster planning and post-disaster periods,

1. Encourages the Office of the United Nations Disas-
ter Relief Co-ordinator to expand further its information
base and its capacity to disseminate timely and reliable
disaster-related information and to continue to update its
profiles of disaster-prone countries, as well as to develop
its International Disaster Management Information Net-
work, bearing in mind the report to be prepared by the
Secretary-General in response to the request made by the
General Assembly in paragraph 5 of its resolution 42/169;

2. Notes with interest the close co-operation between
the Office of the Co-ordinator and the United Nations De-
velopment Programme, as described in the final report of
the joint United Nations Development Programme/Office
of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator task
force;?5

3. Requests the Office of the Co-ordinator to
strengthen its relationship with Member States, in particu-
lar with national focal points in disaster-prone countries,
and, in this connection, recognizes the need to hold meet-
ings at the regional and/or international level, at appropri-
ate intervals, with the participation of heads of national
emergency relief services of donor and recipient countries.

83rd plenary meeting
20 December 1988

43/205. Special economic assistance to Chad

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 42/200 of 11 December 1987
and its previous resolutions on assistance in the recon-
struction, rehabilitation and development of Chad, on
emergency humanitarian assistance to Chad and on spe-
cial economic assistance to that country,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on special economic assistance to Chad,’® dealing with, in-
ter alia, the economic and financial situation of Chad, the
status of assistance provided for the rehabilitation and re-
construction of the country and the progress made in or-
ganizing and executing the programme of assistance for
that country,

Considering that the effects of war, natural calamities
and disasters are compromising all the reconstruction and
development efforts of the Government of Chad,

Noting the numerous appeals launched by the Govern-
ment of Chad and governmental and non-governmental
organizations regarding the seriousness of the food and
health situation in Chad,

Noting also that the donor round table on assistance in
the rehabilitation and reconstruction of northern Chad
will be convened by the Government of Chad, in collabo-
ration with the United Nations Development Programme,
on 14, 15 and 16 December 1988,

Recognizing the need for emergency economic assist-
ance to Chad,

Noting with satisfaction that the implementation of the
interim plan for 1986-1988 is now drawing to an end and
that a development plan for 1989-1992 is being prepared,

Recalling the round table on assistance to Chad, con-
vened by the United Nations Development Programme at
Geneva on 4 and 5 December 1985, in accordance with
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the arrangements agreed upon at the International Con-
ference on Assistance to Chad, held in November 1982,

1. Expresses its gratitude to the States and governmen-
tal and non-governmental organizations that responded
and are continuing to respond generously to the appeals of
the Government of Chad and of the Secretary-General by
furnishing assistance to Chad;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his efforts to make the international community aware
of the difficulties of Chad and to mobilize assistance for
that country;

3. Renews the request made to States, competent
United Nations organizations and programmes and inter-
national economic and financial institutions to continue:

(a) To provide the necessary humanitarian assistance
to the people of Chad, who have suffered from the com-
bined effects of the war, drought, flooding and the invasion
of predators;

(b) To contribute to the rehabilitation and develop-
ment of Chad;

4. Notes with satisfaction that the sectoral follow-up
meetings’? envisaged by the round table on assistance to
Chad, held at Geneva in December 1985, took place in
December 1986 and February 1988 at Ndjamena;

5. Requests the Secretary-General:

(@) To contribute, in co-operation with the United Na-
tions Development Programme, to the preparation of a
development plan for Chad for 1989-1992;

(b) To continue to assess, in close collaboration with
the humanitarian agencies concerned, the humanitarian
needs, particularly in the areas of food and health, of the
displaced populations;

(¢) To mobilize special humanitarian assistance for
persons who have suffered as a result of the war, natural
calamities and disasters, and for the resettlement of dis-
placed persons; .

6. Invites States and competent United Nations organ-
izations and programmes to participate actively in the do-
nor round table on assistance in the rehabilitation and re-
construction of northern Chad, to be held on 14, 15 and
16 December 1988;

7. Calls upon the Secretary-General to keep the situa-
tion in Chad under review and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth session.

83rd plenary meeting
20 December 1988

43/206. Emergency assistance to Somalia

The General Assembly,

Taking note of the message addressed to the Secretary-
General by the head of State of Somalia, in which he drew
attention to the grave humanitarian situation that has de-
veloped in the northern provinces of Somalia as a result of
attacks by armed bandits on towns and villages and on
public installations, and appealed for emergency assist-
ance to help the Government cope with the large numbers
of displaced persons and the repair, rehabilitation and re-
construction of vital public facilities and installations,

Conscious of the critical economic problems already
confronting Somalia, as well as the great burden that has
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