22 General Assembly-~Forty-third Session

Conscious of the importance of the work of the Agency
in the implementation of safeguards provisions of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons??
and other international treaties, conventions and agree-
ments designed to achieve similar objectives, as well as in
ensuring, as far as it is able, that the assistance provided by
the Agency or at its request or under its supervision or
control is not used in such a way as to further any military
purpose, as stated in article II of its statute,

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Agency
on nuclear power, nuclear safety, radiological protection
and radioactive waste management, including its work di-
rected towards assisting developing countries in planning
for the introduction of nuclear power in accordance with
their needs,

Again stressing the need for the highest standards of
safety in the design and operation of nuclear plants so as to
minimize risks to life, health and the environment,

Welcoming the initiation of a project under the auspices
of the Agency by the world’s four major fusion partners
for a conceptual design of an international thermonuclear
experimental reactor,

Noting with appreciation the adoption of a joint
protocol3? relating to the application of the Vienna Con-
vention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage and the
Paris Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of
Nuclear Energy, which would have the effect of extending
the existing civil liability régime and avoiding possible
conflicts of the applicable law,

Bearing in mind resolutions (GC(XXXII)/RES/487 on
Israeli nuclear capabilities and threat, GC(XXXII)/
RES/489 on measures to strengthen international co-
operation in nuclear safety and radiological protection,
GC(XXXII)/RES/490 on dumping of nuclear wastes,
GC(XXXII)/RES/491 on liability for nuclear damage,
GC(XXXII)/RES/492 on the Convention on the Physi-
cal Protection of Nuclear Material, GC(XXXII)/
RES/493 on the Convention on Early Notification of a
Nuclear Accident and the Convention on Assistance in
the case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emer-
gency, GC(XXXII)/RES/494 on the Agency’s contribu-
tion to sustainable development and GC(XXXII)/
RES/503 on South Africa’s nuclear capabilities, adopted
on 23 September 1988 by the General Conference of the
Agency at its thirty-second regular session,

1. Takes note of the report of the International Atomic
Energy Agency;

2. Affirms its confidence in the role of the Agency in
the application of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes;

3. Urges all States to strive for effective and harmoni-
ous international co-operation in carrying out the work of
the Agency, pursuant to its statute; in promoting the use
of nuclear energy and the application of the necessary
measures to strengthen further the safety of nuclear instal-
lations and to minimize risks to life, health and the envi-
ronment; in strengthening technical assistance and co-
operation for developing countries; and in ensuring the
effectiveness and efficiency of the Agency’s safeguards sys-
tem;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
Director General of the International Atomic Energy

32 Resolution 2373 (XXII), annex.

3 Joint Protocol Relating to the Application of the Vienna
Convention and the Paris Convention, adopted on 21 September 1988 by
the Conference on the Relationship between the Paris Convention and
the Vienna Convention

Agency the records of the forty-third session of the Gen-
eral Assembly relating to the Agency’s activities.
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43/17. Emergency assistance to Nicaragua, Costa Rica,
Panama and other countries affected by hurri-
cane Joan

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 42/169 of 11 December 1987
on an international decade for natural disaster reduction
and 35/56 of 5 December 1980, the annex to which con-
tains the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade,

Deeply concerned by the large number of afflicted per-
sons and also by the destruction caused by hurricane Joan,
which between 22 and 25 October 1988 struck Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, Panama and other countries of the region,

Aware of the efforts of the Governments and peoples of
the region to save lives and alleviate the suffering of the
victims of hurricane Joan,

Aware also of the enormous effort that will be required to
alleviate the grave situation caused by this natural disas-
ter,

Welcoming the prompt response of the Governments,
the organs, organizations and specialized agencies of the
United Nations system and also of the international and
regional agencies, the non-governmental organizations
and the private individuals that are providing emergency
relief,

Recognizing that the magnitude of the disaster and its
medium- and long-term effects will require, as a comple-
ment to the efforts being made by the peoples and Govern-
ments of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama and other coun-
tries of the region, a demonstration of international
solidarity and humanitarian concern to trigger broad mul-
tilateral co-operation in order to meet the immediate
emergency situation in the affected areas and initiate the
process of reconstruction,

1. Expresses its solidarity and support to Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, Panama and other countries of the region af-
fected by the natural disaster;

2. Expresses its gratitude to all the States of the inter-
national community, the international agencies and the
non-governmental organizations that are providing emer-
gency relief to the affected countries;

3. Urgesall the States of the international community,
as a matter of urgency, to contribute generously to the re-
lief, rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts in the af-
fected areas;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps taken to co-ordinate and mobilize the relief,
rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts;

5. Regquests the Secretary-General, in close collabora-
tion with the Governments of Nicaragua, Costa Rica,
Panama and the affected countries of the region, and the
international financial institutions, organs, organizations
and specialized agencies of the United Nations system to
assist those countries in mobilizing the additional financial
resources necessary for the implementation of the
medium- and long-term plans and programmes of
rehabilitation and reconstruction.
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