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national standards for proper investigation of all cases of
death in suspicious circumstances, including provision for
adequate autopsy;

11.  Endorses the proposals of the Special Rapporteur
concerning the elements to be included in such interna-
tional standards;

12.  Considers that the Special Rapporteur, in carrying
out his mandate, should continue to seek and receive in-
formation from Governments, United Nations bodies,
specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organi-
zations, non-governmental organizations in consultative
status with the Economic and Social Council, as well as
medical and forensic experts;

13.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro-
vide all necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur so
that he may effectively carry out his mandate;

14.  Again requests the Secretary-General to continue
to use his best endeavours in cases where the minimum
standard of legal safeguards provided for in articles 6,
14 and 15 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights20 appear not to have been respected;

15. Regquests the Commission on Human Rights at its
forty-fifth session, on the basis of the report of the Special
Rapporteur to be prepared in conformity with Economic
and Social Council resolutions 1982/35, 1983/36,
1984/35, 1985/40, 1986/36, 1987/60 and 1988/38, to
make recommendations concerning appropriate action to
combat and eventually eliminate the abhorrent practice of
summary or arbitrary executions.
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43/152, Regional arrangements for the promotion and
protection of human rights

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 32/127 of 16 December 1977
and all its subsequent resolutions concerning regional ar-
rangements for the promotion and protection of human
rights, in particular resolutions 41/153 and 41/154 of
4 December 1986,

Recalling that, in its resolution 41/154, the General As-
sembly invited the Secretary-General to submit to the As-
sembly at its forty-third session a report on the state of re-
gional arrangements for the promotion and protection of
human rights, and to include therein the results of action
taken in pursuance of that resolution,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution
1987/37 of 10 March 19876! and taking note of Commis-
sion resolution 1988/54 of 8 March 198827 concerning ad-
visory services in the field of human rights,

Recalling also Commission on Human Rights resolution
1987/41 of 10 March 19876! and taking note of Commis-
sion resolution 1988/73 of 10 March 198827 concerning
regional arrangements for the promotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian-Pacific region,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on regional arrangements for the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights,!70

Noting with satisfaction the progress achieved so far in
the promotion and protection of human rights at the re-
gional level under the auspices of the United Nations, the
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specialized agencies and the regional intergovernmental
organizations,

Reaffirming that regional arrangements for the promo-
tion and protection of human rights may make a major
contribution to the effective enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms and that the exchange of infor-
mation and experience in this field among the regions,
within the United Nations system, may be improved,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;

2. Notes with interest that various contacts between re-
gional bodies and commissions and the United Nations
have continued to be pursued and strengthened through
advisory services and technical assistance activities, par-
ticularly those relating to the organization of regional and
subregional training courses in the field of human rights;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to con-
sider the possibility of encouraging these developments;

4. Invites States in areas where regional arrangements
in the field of human rights do not yet exist to consider
concluding agreements with a view to the establishment
within their respective regions of suitable regional ma-
chinery for the promotion and protection of human rights;

5. Welcomes the fact that subprogramme 5 of the
medium-term plan of activities concerning advisory serv-
ices and technical assistance activities in the field of hu-
man rights, to which the Secretary-General refers in his
report, provides for the establishment of regional arrange-
ments where they are still lacking;

6. Notes the announcement by the Secretary-General
in his report that, for the advancement of the above-
mentioned objective, it is useful to hold seminars in the re-
gions concerned which will draw upon the knowledge and
experience of the United Nations development agencies in
those regions, as well as upon the experience gained
through established arrangements in other regions;

7. Endorses the appeal made to all Governments, in
Commission on Human Rights resolution 1988/54, to
consider making use of the possibility offered by the
United Nations of organizing, under the programme of
advisory services in the field of human rights, information
and/or training courses at the national level for appropri-
ate government personnel on the application of interna-
tional human rights standards and the experience of rele-
vant international bodies;

8. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con-
tinue to pay special attention to the most appropriate ways
of assisting, at their request, countries of the different re-
gions under the programme of advisory services and to
make, where necessary, the relevant recommendations;

9. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its forty-fifth session a report on the state
of regional arrangements for the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights and to include therein the results of
action taken in pursuance of the present resolution;

10. Decides to consider this question further at its
forty-fifth session.
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43/153. Human rights in the administration of justice

The General Assembly,

Guided by the principles embodied in articles 3, 5, 9, 10
and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,2 as
well as the relevant provisions of the International Cove-



