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adoption of a convention against illicit traffic in narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances.

75th plenary meeting
8 December 1988

43/121. Use of children in the illicit traffic in narcotic
drugs and rehabilitation of drug-addicted mi-

nors

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 41/127 of 4 December 1986
and 42/113 of 7 December 1987, as well as the relevant
resolutions of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and of
the Economic and Social Council adopted to implement
the international campaign against drug abuse and illicit
trafficking,

Recalling the provisions of the Declaration of the Inter-
national Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking!10 and the guidelines contained in the Com-
prehensive Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Activities
in Drug Abuse Control,!14

Alarmed by the fact that drug dealers’ organizations are
making use of children in their illicit production of and
trafficking in drugs, and by the increase in the number of
drug-addicted children,

Conscious of the physical and psychological damage in-
flicted on children by the illicit use of narcotic drugs and
of its serious effects both on their potential for develop-
ment and on their relationships with their families and so-
ciety,

Having in mind the 1pr()visions of the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child,?

Reaffirming the provisions of its resolution 42/101 of
7 December 1987 on the question of a convention on the
rights of the child, which affirm that children’s rights re-
quire special protection and call for continuous improve-
ment of the situation of children all over the world, as well
as their development and education,

1. Strongly condemns drug trafficking in all its forms,
particularly those criminal activities which involve chil-
dren in the use, production and illicit sale of narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances;

2. Urges all States to join together in order to establish
national and international programmes to protect chil-
dren from the illicit consumption of drugs and psycho-
tropic substances and from involvement in illicit produc-
tion and trafficking;

3. Invites the Governments of those Member States
which are most affected by drug use among their child
population to adopt urgent additional measures, as part of
their national strategies, to prevent, reduce and eliminate
drug use by children, with the aim of ensuring for children
a social and family environment that will preserve their
health, physical fitness and well-being;

4. Calls upon all States to promote the ‘adoption, by
their competent legislative organs, of measures providing
for suitably severe punishment of drug-trafficking crimes
that involve children;

5. Urges all Governments, competent international or-
ganizations and non-governmental organizations to give
high priority, in their campaigns to prevent drug addiction
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among children and to rehabilitate children so addicted,
to the dissemination of necessary information and the
provision of appropriate advice for all sectors of their
communities with regard to the serious effects of the illicit
use of drugs among children, as well as to the promotion
of appropriate community action;

6. Appeals to the competent international agencies and
the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control to as-
sign high priority to financial support for prevention cam-
paigns and programmes to rehabilitate drug-addicted mi-
nors conducted by government bodies dealing with such
matters, and also appeals to all competent international
and national agencies to provide all possible support to the
non-governmental organizations engaged in such action;

7. Regquests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat in-
cludes in its publications, as a matter of priority, informa-
tion designed to prevent the use of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances among children.
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43/122. International campaign against drug abuse and

illicit trafficking

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resotutions 40/122 of 13 December 1985,
41/125 of 4 December 1986, 42/112 and 42/113 of 7
December 1987 and the relevant resolutions of the Com-
mission on Narcotic Drugs and the Economic and Social
Council adopted to implement the international campaign
against drug abuse and illicit trafficking,

Recalling with satisfaction the successful conclusion of
the International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking, in particular the adoption of the
Declaration, 10 as an expression of the political will of na-
tions to combat the drug menace, and the Comprehensive
Multidisciplinar?/ Outline of Future Activities in Drug
Abuse Control,!!4 a compendium of recommendations for
implementation,

Conscious that the global problem of illicit trafficking in
and illicit production and abuse of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances continues to have a devastatin g effect
on individuals and on States,

Emphasizing that the connections between drug traffick-
ing and international criminal organizations and the vio-
lence and corruption associated with them are highly det-
rimental to the democratic institutions, national security
and economic, social and cultural structures of States,

Bearing in mind the need to ensure the implementation
of the courses of action recommended in the Comprehen-
sive Multidisciplinary Outline, particularly in the areas of
education and public information with regard to the abuse
of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances,

Noting that the collective responsibility of all States for
the international campaign against drug abuse and illicit
trafficking was highlighted in the Declaration,

Recognizing that measures to prevent and control sup-
ply and to combeat illicit trafficking can be effective only if
they take into consideration the close link between illicit
traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, in-
cluding illicit production and abuse, and the social, eco-
nomic and cultural conditions in the States affected, and
are formulated and implemented in the context of the so-
cial and economic policies of States, taking due account of



