188 General Assembly—Forty-third Session

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights,? the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights20 and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,20

Reaffirming that the inherent dignity and the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the human family are
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Recalling the fundamental importance of the right to
life,

Conscious that it is only the creative genius of man that
makes progress and the development of civilization possi-
ble in a peaceful environment, and that human life must be
recognized as supreme,

Recalling its resolution 42/99 of 7 December 1987,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution
1988/60 of 9 March 1988,

1. Reaffirms that all people have an inherent right to
life;

2. Recalls the historic responsibility of the Govern-
ments of all countries of the world to preserve civilization
and to ensure that everyone enjoys his inherent right to
life;

3. Calls upon all States to do their utmost to assist in
implementing the right to life through the adoption of ap-
propriate measures at both the national and international
level;

4. Calls upon all States, appropriate United Nations
bodies, the specialized agencies and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations concerned to take
the necessary measures to ensure that the results of scien-
tific and technological progress, the material and intellec-
tual potential of mankind, are used for the benefit of man-
kind and for promoting and encouraging universal respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

5. Emphasizes the importance of promoting interna-
tional understanding based on tolerance, friendship and
peaceful co-operation;

6. Calls upon Governments and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations to intensify their ef-
forts with a view to strengthening mutual understanding
and trust in the spirit of peace and respect for human
rights;

7. Decides to consider this question at its forty-fifth
session under the item entitled “Human rights and scien-
tific and technological developments”.
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43/112. Question of a convention on the rights of the
child

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions, as well as Commis-
sion on Human Rights and Economic and Social Council
resolutions, on the question of a convention on the rights
of the child,

Reaffirming that children’s rights require special protec-
tion and call for continuous improvement of the situation
of children all over the world, as well as their development
and education in conditions of peace and security,

Profoundly concerned that the situation of children in
many parts of the world remains critical as a result of un-
satisfactory social conditions, natural disasters, armed
conflicts, exploitation, illiteracy, hunger and disability and

convinced that urgent and effective national and interna-
tional action is called for,

Mindful of the important role of the United Nations
Children’s Fund and the United Nations in promoting the
well-being of children and their development,

Convinced of the positive contribution that an interna-
tional convention on the rights of the child, as a standard-
setting accomplishment of the United Nations in the field
of human rights, would make to protecting children’s
rights and ensuring their well-being,

Noting with appreciation that the first reading of a full
text of a draft convention on the rights of the child has
been completed by the open-ended working group of the
Commission on Human Rights,

Bearing in mind that 1989 marks the thirtieth anniver-
sary of the Declaration on the Rights of the Child®! and
the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Child,

Considering that these anniversaries could constitute an
appropriate target date for completion of the work on a
draft convention on the rights of the child and for its adop-
tion by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session, in
1989,

Bearing in mind the necessity of taking due account of
the cultural values and needs of developing countries in
the second reading of the draft convention on the rights of
the child, in order to achieve the universal recognition of
those rights in the future convention,

1. Welcomes Economic and Social Council resolution
1988/40 of 27 May 1988, in which the Council authorized
a meeting of the open-ended working group of the Com-
mission on Human Rights for a period of up to two weeks
in November-December 1988, with a view to completing
the second reading of the draft convention on the rights of
the child prior to the forty-fifth session of the Commission;

2. Reguests the Commission on Human Rights to give
the highest priority to the draft convention on the rights of
the child and to make every effort at its session in 1989 to
complete it and to submit it, through the Economic and
Social Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth
session;

3. Invites all Member States to offer their active sup-
port to the completion of the draft convention on the
rights of the child in 1989, the year of the thirtieth anni-
versary of the Declaration on the Rights of the Child and
of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Child;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all the
support and facilities necessary for the successful comple-

tion and adoption of the draft convention on the righits of
the child;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session an item entitled “Adoption of the con-
vention on the rights of the child™.

75th plenary meeting
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43/113. Indivisibility and interdependence of economic,

social, cultural, civil and political rights

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the obligations of States under the Charter of
the United Nations to promote social progress and better
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