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continue its consideration of measures to implement the
Declaration,

Encouraged by the efforts being made by the Commis-
sion on Human Rights and by the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
to study relevant developments affecting the implementa-
tion of the Declaration,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tion 1988/55 of 8 March 198827 and Economic and Social
Council decision 1988/142 of 27 May 1988, whereby the
mandate of the Special Rapporteur appointed to examine
incidents and governmental actions in all parts of the
world that are incompatible with the provisions of the
Declaration and to recommend remedial measures as ap-
propriate was extended for two years,

Noting with satisfaction that the Commission on Human
Rights decided, by that resolution, that the study of the
current dimensions of the problems of intolerance and dis-
crimination based on religion or belief by the Special Rap-
porteur of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities?” should be
published in all official languages of the United Nations
and should be widely distributed, and that the Sub-
Commission has been invited to continue its in-depth con-
sideration of the issue and to report to the Commission at
its forty-fifth session,

Emphasizing that non-governmental organizations and
religious bodies and groups at every level have an impor-
tant role to play in the promotion of tolerance and the pro-
tection of freedom of religion or belief,

Seriously concerned that intolerance and discrimination
on the grounds of religion or belief continue to exist in
many parts of the world,

Believing that further efforts are therefore required to
promote and protect the right to freedom of thought, con-
science, religion and belief and to eliminate all forms of in-
tolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief,

1. Reaffirms that freedom of thought, conscience, reli-
gion and belief is a right guaranteed to all without dis-
crimination;

2. Urges States, therefore, in accordance with their re-
spective constitutional systems and with such internation-
ally accepted instruments as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,? the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights?0 and the Declaration on the Elimination
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based
on Religion or Belief to provide, where they have not al-
ready done so, adequate constitutional and legal guaran-
tees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief,
including the provision of effective remedies where there is
intolerance or discrimination based on religion or belief;

3. Urges all States to take all appropriate measures to
combat intolerance and to encourage understanding, tol-
erance and respect in matters relating to freedom of reli-
gion or belief and, in this context, to examine where neces-
sary the supervision and training of their civil servants,
educators and other public officials to ensure that, in the
course of their official duties, they respect different reli-
gions and beliefs and do not discriminate against persons
professing other religions or beliefs;

4. Invites the United Nations University and other
academic and research institutions to undertake pro-
grammes and studies on the encouragement of under-
standing, tolerance and respect in matters relating to free-
dom of religion or belief:
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5. Considers it desirable to enhance the promotional
and public information activities of the United Nations in
matters relating to freedom of religion or belief;

6. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to give
high priority to the dissemination of the text of the Decla-
ration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and
of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, in all the
official languages of the United Nations, and to take all ap-
propriate measures to make the text available for use by
United Nations information centres, as well as by other in-
terested bodies;

7. Requests the Secretary-General in this context to in-
vite interested non-governmental organizations to con-
sider what further role they could envisage playing in the
implementation of the Declaration and in its dissemina-
tion in national and local languages;

8. Urges all States to consider disseminating the text of
the Declaration in their respective national languages and
to facilitate its dissemination in national and local lan-
guages;

9. Welcomes the renewal for two years of the mandate
of the Special Rapporteur appointed to examine incidents
and governmental actions in all parts of the world that are
incompatible with the provisions of the Declaration and to
recommend remedial measures as appropriate;

10.  Notes that the Commission on Human Rights also
intends to consider at its forty-fifth session the question of
a binding international instrument in this field and empha-
sizes, in this connection, the relevance of General Assem-
bly resolution 41/120 of 4 December 1986 entitled *Set-
ting international standards in the field of human rights’’;

11.  Requests the Commission on Human Rights to
continue its consideration of measures to implement the
Declaration and to report, through the Economic and So-
cial Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth
session;

12.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session the item entitled “Elimination of all
forms of religious intolerance” and to consider the report
of the Commission on Human Rights under that item.

75th plenary meeting
8 December 1988

43/109. Implications of scientific and technological de-

velopments for human rights

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 33/53 of 14 December 1978, in
which it requested the Commission on Human Rights to
urge the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina-
tion and Protection of Minorities to undertake, as a matter
of priority, a study of the question of the protection of
those detained on the grounds of mental ill-health, with a
view to formulating guidelines,

Mindful of the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to
the role of health personnel, particularly physicians, in the
protection of prisoners and detainees against torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish-
ment,’8

Recalling also its resolution 42/98 of 7 December 1987,
in which it again urged the Commission and the Sub-
Commission to expedite their consideration of this ques-
tion, so that the Commission could submit its views and
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recommendations, including a draft body of guidelines,
principles and guarantees, to the General Assembly at its
forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social
Council,

Emggrsing Commission resolution 1988/62 of 9 March
1988,

Taking note of Sub-Commission resolution 1988/28 of
1 September 1988,7°

Expressing deep concern at the repeated evidence of the
misuse of psychiatry to detain persons on non-medical
grounds, as reflected in the report of the Special Rappor-
teur of the Sub-Commission,

Reaffirming its conviction that detention of persons in
mental institutions on account of their political views or
on other non-medical grounds is a violation of their hu-
man rights,

1. Welcomes the progress made by the Working Group
of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities, which enabled the Sub-
Commission, at its fortieth session, to adopt the draft body
of principles and guarantees for the protection of men-
tally-ill persons and for the improvement of mental health
care;

2. Invites the Commission on Human Rights to con-
sider the subject at its forty-fifth session in the light of the
Sub-Commission’s recommendations.

75th plenary meeting
8 December 1988

43/110. Human rights and scientific and technological
developments

The General Assembly,

Noting that scientific and technological progress is one
of the decisive factors in the development of human so-
ciety,

Reaffirming once again the great importance of the Dec-
laration on the Use of Scientific and Technological Pro-
gress in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Man-
kind, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution
3384 (XXX) of 10 November 1975,

Considering that implementation of the Declaration will
contribute to the strengthening of international peace and
the security of peoples and to their economic and social
development, as well as to international co-operation in
the field of human rights,

_Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Declara-
tion on Social Progress and Development,80

Realizing that the science and technology of our times
create possibilities for providing an abundance of material
wealth on Earth and establishing conditions for the pros-
perity of society as well as the all-round development of
every person,

Seriously concerned that the results of scientific and
technological progress could be used for the arms race and
the development of new types of weapons to the detriment
of international peace and security and social progress,
human rights and fundamental freedoms and the dignity
of the human person,

Emphasizing the growing importance of intellectual
work, of interaction between science, technology and so-
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ciety, and of the humanistic, moral and eth.ical orientation
of science and of scientific and technological progress,

Convinced that in the era of modern scientific and tech-
nological progress the resources of mankind and the ac-
tivities of scientists should be used for peaceful economic,
social and cultural development of countries and for the
improvement of the living standards of all people,

Recognizing that the establishment of the new interna-
tional economic order calls in particular for an important
contribution to be made by science and technology to eco-
nomic and social progress,

Bearing in mind that the exchange and transfer of scien-
tific and technological knowledge is one of the important
ways to accelerate the social and economic development of
the developing countries,

1. Stresses the importance of the implementation by all
States of the provisions and principles contained in the
Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological
Progress in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of
Mankind in order to promote human rights and funda-
mental freedoms;

2. Calls upon all States to make every effort to use the
achievements of science and technology in order to pro-
mote peaceful social, economic and cultural development
and progress and to put an end to the use of these achieve-
ments for military purposes;

3. Also calls upon States to take all necessary measures
to place all the achievements of science and technology at
the service of mankind and to ensure that they do not lead
to the degradation of the natural environment;

4. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi-
zations of the United Nations system to take into account
in their programmes and activities the provisions of the
Declaration;

5. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con-
tinue to give special attention, in its consideration of the
item entitled *‘Human rights and scientific and technologi-
cal developments”, to the question of the implementation
of the provisions of the Declaration;

6. Invites the Commission on Human Rights to take
appropriate measures and to assist the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities in preparing the study requested by the Com-
mission in its resolutions 1982/4 of 19 February 1982,36
1984/29 of 12 March 1984,58 1986/11 of 10 March 19860
and 1988/61 of 9 March 1988;7

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session the item entitled “‘Human rights and
scientific and technological developments™.

75th plenary meeting
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43/111. Human rights and scientific and technological

developments: the right to life

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the determination of the peoples of the
United Nations to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war, to reaffirm faith in the dignity and worth
of the human person, to maintain international peace and
security and to develop friendly relations among peoples
and international co-operation in promoting and en-
couraging universal respect for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms,



