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42/47. Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its objective set forth in the Charter of the
United Nations to achieve international co-operation in
solving international problems of an economic, social, cul-
tural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and en-
couraging respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language
or religion,

Reaffirming its firm determination and its commitment
to eradicate totally and unconditionally racism in all its
forms, racial discrimination and apartheid,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,?
the International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination,3 the International Con-
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime
of Apartheid,* the International Convention against Apart-
heid in Sports,3 and the Convention against Discrimina-
tion in Education adopted by the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization on
14 December 1960,6

2 Resolution 217 A (III).

3 Resolution 2106 A (XX), annex.

4 Resolution 3068 (XXVIII), annex.

5 Resolution 40/64G, annex.

6 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Records of the General Conference, Eleventh Session, Resolutions, p. 119.
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Recalling also its resolution 3057 (XXVIII) of
2 November 1973, on the first Decade for Action to Com-
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination, and its resolu-
tion 38/14 of 22 November 1983, on the Second Decade
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,

Recalling further the two World Conferences to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, held at Geneva in
1978 and 1983, respectively,

Bearing in mind the Report of the Second World Confer-
ence to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,’

Convinced that the Second World Conference repre-
sented a positive contribution by the international com-
munity towards attaining the objectives of the Decade,
through its adoption of a Declaration and an operational
Programme of Action?® for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination,

Noting with concern that, despite the efforts of the inter-
national community, the principal objectives of the first
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis-
crimination were not attained and that millions of human
beings continue to this day to be the victims of varied
forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid,

Recalling its resolutions 39/16 of 23 November 1984
and 41/94 of 4 December 1986,

Emphasizing once again the necessity of attaining the
objectives of the Second Decade to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination,

Noting that the Economic and Social Council, in its
resolution 1987/2 of 26 May 1987, inter alia, requested

the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly -

at its forty-second session a revised report outlining a
proposed plan of activities to be implemented during the
period 1990-1993,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General?
and the study,!? submitted within the framework of the
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sec-
ond Decade,

Convinced of the need to take more effective and sus-
tained international measures for the elimination of all
forms of racism and racial discrimination and the total
eradication of apartheid in South Africa,

Aware of the importance and the magnitude of the phe-
nomenon of migrant workers, as well as the efforts under-
taken by the international community to improve the pro-
tection of the human rights of migrant workers and their
families,

1. Declares once again that all forms of racism and ra-
cial discrimination, particularly in their institutionalized
form, such as apartheid, or resulting from official doc-
trines of racial superiority or exclusivity, are among the
most serious violations of human rights in the contempo-
rary world and must be combated by all available means;

2. Decides that the international community, in gen-
eral, and the United Nations, in particular, should con-
tinue to give the highest priority to programmes for com-
bating racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, and to
intensify their efforts, during the Second Decade to Com-
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination, to provide assis-
tance and relief to the victims of racism and all forms of
racial discrimination and apartheid, especially in South
Africa and Namibia and in occupied territories and ter-
ritories under alien domination;

? United Nations publication, Sales No. E.83.X1V.4 and corrigendum.
8 Ibid., chap. II.

9 A/42/493.

10 A/42/492.

3. Appealsto all Governments and to international and
non-governmental organizations to increase and intensify
their activities to combat racism, racial discrimination and
apartheid and to provide relief and assistance to the vic-
tims of these evils;

4. Takes note of the report submitted by the Secretary-
General containing information on the activities of Gov-
ernments, specialized agencies, regional intergovernmen-
tal organizations and non-governmental organizations, as
well as United Nations organs, to give effect to the Pro-
gramme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat Ra-
cism and Racial Discrimination;®

5. Urgently requests the Secretary-General to ensure
the effective and immediate implementation of those ac-
tivities proposed for the first half of the Decade which
have not yet been undertaken;

6. Takes note of the report submitted by the Secretary-
General on the study on the effects of racial discrimination
in the field of education, training and employment as it af-
fects the children of minorities, in particular those of mi-
grant workers, !0 and requests him to continue the study
and to submit, inter alia, specific recommendations for the
implementation of measures to combat the effects of that
discrimination;

7. Again requests the Secretary-General to transmit his
study on the role of private group action to combat racism
and racial discrimination!! to Governments, specialized
agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations and
non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council in order to obtain
their views and an indication from them of further rele-
vant materials, and to submit to the General Assembly at
its forty-third session a final report on this topic;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare and issue
as soon as possible a collection of model legislation for the
guidance of Governments in the enactment of further
legislation against racial discrimination;

9. Takes note of the training course held in New York
from 8 to 18 September 1987 that focused on the prepara-
tion of national legislation against racism and racial dis-
crimination and requests the Secretary-General to submit
a report on the subject to the Economic and Social Coun-
cil at its first regular session of 1988;

10. Renews its invitation to the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization to expedite
the preparation of teaching materials and teaching aids to
promote teaching, training and educational activities on
human rights and against racism and racial discrimina-
tion, with particular emphasis on activities at the primary
and secondary levels of education;

11.  Again requests the Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of the
Commission on Human Rights to consider the need for
updating the study on racial discrimination;!2

12.  Also requests the Sub-Commission to complete as
soon as possible the study of the results achieved and the
obstacles encountered during the first Decade for Action
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and the first
half of the Second Decade;

13.  Once again authorizes the Secretary-General to or-
ganize in 1988 a global consultation on racial discrimina-
tion involving representatives of the United Nations sys-
tem, regional intergovernmental organizations and
interested non-governmental organizations in consultative

11 A/41/550.
12 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.XIV.2.
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status with the Economic and Social Council, to focus on
the co-ordination of international activities to combat ra-
cism and racial discrimination, and requests him to dis-
seminate widely the results of that consultation;

14. Again requests the Economic and Social Council to
envisage the organization, within the framework of its
plan of activities for the period 1985-1989, of a seminar on
cultural dialogue between the countries of origin and the
host countries of migrant workers;

15. Emphasizes the importance of adequate recourse
procedures for victims of racism and racial discrimination
and therefore requests the Secretary-General, in the light
of the results of the seminars held on this topic, to prepare
and finalize, with the appropriate assistance of qualified
experts if possible, a handbook of recourse procedures;

16. Considers that all the parts of the Programme of
Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Ra-
cial Discrimination should receive equal attention in order
to attain the objectives of the Second Decade;

17. Approves the plan of activities proposed for the
period 1990-1993 contained in the annex to the present
resolution;

18. Invites the Secretary-General to proceed with the
implementation of the activities for the period 1990-1993
listed in the annex to the present resolution;

19. Requests the Secretary-General to accord the high-
est priority, in executing the plan of activities, to measures
for combating apartheid,;

20. Reaffirms the necessity of co-ordinating the full
range of programmes under implementation by the United
Nations system as they relate to the objectives of the Sec-
ond Decade, and emphasizes the importance of an opera-
tional, viable and effective institutional machinery to this
end;

21. Invites all Governments, United Nations bodies,
the specialized agencies and other intergovernmental or-
ganizations, as well as interested non-governmental orga-
nizations in consultative status with the Economic and So-
cial Council, to participate fully in the implementation of
the plans of activities for the periods 1985-1989 and
1990-1993 by intensifying and broadening their efforts to
bring about the speedy elimination of apartheid and all
forms of racism and racial discrimination;

22.  Considers that voluntary contributions to the Trust
Fund for the Programme for the Decade for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination are indispen-
sable for the implementation of the above-mentioned pro-
grammes;

23.  Strongly appeals to all Governments, organizations
and individuals in a position to do so to contribute gener-
ously to the Trust Fund and, to this end, requests the Sec-
retary-General to undertake appropriate contacts and
initiatives to encourage contributions;

24. Reiterates its request to the Economic and Social
Council, throughout the Second Decade, to submit annu-
ally to the General Assembly a report containing, in-
ter alia:

(@) An enumeration of the activities undertaken or
contemplated to achieve the objectives of the Second
Decade, including the activities of Governments, United
Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and other interna-
tional and regional organizations, as well as non-
governmental organizations;

(b) A review and appraisal of those activities;
{c¢) Its suggestions and recommendations;

25. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-third session on the im-
plementation of the present resolution;

26. Decides to keep the item entitled “Implementation
of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination” on its agenda
throughout the Second Decade and to consider it as a mat-
ter of the highest priority at its forty-third session.

85th plenary meeting
30 November 1987

ANNEX

Plan of activities to be implemented during the second half of the Second
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 1990-1993

1. The following activities should be undertaken during the bien-
nium 1990-1991 and reflected in the proposed programme budget for
that biennium:

(a) Global study of the extent to which the children of migrant work-
ers are enabled to receive education in their mother tongue;

(b) Meeting of experts to review the experience of countries in the
operation of schemes of internal self-government for indigenous popula-
tions;

() Technical study on the impact of article 27 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights!? in providing guarantees of
equality to persons belonging to minorities;

(d) Regional workshops on the adoption of legislation to combat ra-
cism and racial discrimination;

(¢) Seminar on community relations commissions and their func-
tions;

(f) Seminar to assess experience gained in the implementation of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination;3

(g) International campaign to contribute to the early independence
of Namibia, in conformity with Security Council resolution 435 (1978) of
29 September 1978.

2. The following activities should be undertaken during the bien-
nium 1992-1993 and reflected in the proposed programme budget for
that biennium:

(a) Round table of experts to discuss the preparation of teaching
materials to combat racism and racial discrimination;

(b) Issuance in three additional languages of the handbook of re-
course procedures available to victims of racism and racial discrimina-
tion;

() Two regional workshops on the adoption of legislation to combat
racism and racial discrimination;

(d) International campaign on the main obstacles to the full eradica-
tion of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, and on ways and
means of bringing about the early disappearance of these scourges;

(e) Study on the treatment of political prisoners and detainees in
South Africa and Namibia, particularly women and children;

(H Global study on the extent of dissemination of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

42/48. Twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on So-
cial Progress and Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Devel-
opment, based on the Charter of the United Nations and
solemnly proclaimed on 11 December 1969 in its resolu-
tion 2542 (XXIV) of the same date,

Recalling also its resolutions 2543 (XXIV) of 11 Decem-
ber 1969, 32/117 of 16 December 1977, 34/59 of

13 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.



