7. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit
to the General Assembly for consideration at its forty-
third session a report on the results achieved;

Q. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-third session the item entitled *Prohibition of the de-
velopment and manufacture of new types of weapons of
mass destruction and new systems of such weapons: report
of the Conference on Disarmament’.

84th plenary mecting
30 November 1987

42/36. Reduction of military budgets

The General Assembly,

Deeply concerned about the ever-spiralling arms race
and growing military expenditures, which constitute a
heavy burden for the economies of all nations and have ex-
tremely harmful effects on world peace and security,

Reaffirming once again the provisions of paragraph 89
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly,!! the first special session devoted fo
disarmament, according to which the gradual reduction of
military budgets on a mutually agreed basis, for example,
in absolute figures or in terms of percentage, particularly
by nuclear-weapon States and other militarily significant
States, would contribute to curbing the arms race and
would increase the possibilities for the reallocation of re-
sources now being used for military purposes to economic
and social development, particularly for the benefit of the
developing countries,

Convinced that the freezing and reduction of military
budgets would have favourable consequences on the world
economic and financial situation and might facilitate ef-
forts made to increase international assistance for the de-
veloping countries,

Recalling that at its twelfth special session, the second
special session devoted to disarmament, all Member States
unanimously and categorically reaffirmed the validity of
the Final Document of the Tenth Sgecial Session, as well
as their solemn commitment to it,3

Recalling also that in the Declaration of the 1980s as the
Second United Nations Disarmament Decade, it is pro-
vided that during this period renewed efforts should be
made to reach agreement on the reduction of military ex-
penditures and the reallocation of resources thus saved to
economic and social develo;;ment, especially for the bene-
fit of developing countries,?’

Recalling further the provisions of its relevant resolu-
tions, in which it considered that a new impetus should be
given to the endeavours to achieve agreements 10 freeze,
reduce or otherwise restrain, in a balanced manner, mili-
tary expenditures, including adequate measures of verifi-
cation satisfactory to all parties concerned,

Aware of the various proposals submitted by Member
States and of the activities carried out so far within the
framework of the United Nations in the field of the reduc-
tion of military budgets,

Considering that the identification and elaboration of the
principles that should govern further actions of States in
freezing and reducing military budgets and the other cur-
rent activities within the framework of the United Nations
related to the question of the reduction of military budgets
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3 See resolution 35716, aunex. para 15
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should be regarded as having the fundamental objective of
reaching international agreements on the reduction of
military expenditures,

Noting that the Disarmament Commission, at its 1986
substantive session, agreed upon the above-mentioned
principles except one, on which various alternatives were
proposed by Member States,?®

1. Declares again its conviction that it is possible to
achieve international agreements on the reduction of mili-
tary budgets without prejudice to the right of all States to

undiminished security, self-defence and sovereignty:

2. Appeals to all States, in particular to the most
heavily armed States, pending the conclusion of agree-
ments on the reduction of military expenditures, to exer-
cise self-restraint in their military expenditures with a
view to reallocating the funds thus saved to economic and
social development, particularly for the benefit of develop-
ing countries;

3. Reaffirms that the human and material resources
released through the reduction of military expenditures
could be reallocated for economic and social development,
particularly for the benefit of the developing countries;

4. Requests the Disarmament Commission to continue
the consideration of the item entitled “Reduction of mili-
tary budgets' and, in this context, to conclude, at its 1988
substantive session, its work on the last outstanding para-
graph of the principles that should govern further actions
of States in the field of freezing and reduction of military
budgets, and to submit its report and recommendations to
the General Assembly not later than at the forty-third ses-
sion of the Assembly:

S Draws anew the attention of Member States to the
fact that the identification and elaboration of the princi-
ples that should govern further actions of States in freez-
ing and reducing military budgets could contribute to har-
monizing the views of States and creating confidence
among them conducive to achieving international agree-
ments on the reduction of military budgets;

6. Urges all Member States, in particular the most
heavily armed States, to reinforce their readiness to co-
operale in a constructive manner with a view to reaching
agreements to freeze, reduce or otherwise restrain military
expenditures;

7 Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-third session the item entitled **Reduction of mili-
tary budgets”

84th plenary meeling
30 November 1987

42/37. Chemical

weapons

and bacteriological (biological)

A

CHEMICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL)
WEAPONS

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions relating to the com-
plete and effective prohibition of the development, pro-
duction and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and to
their destruction,

W Official Records of the General Assembly.  Forty-first Session,
Supploment No, 42 (A741 42 para. 288



