24 General Assembly—Forty-first Session

1. Urgently calls for full and immediate compliance
with the Judgment of the International Court of Justice of
27 June 1986 in the case of “Military and Paramilitary
Activities in and against Nicaragua™ in conformity with
the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Na-
tions;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the General
Assembly informed on the implementation of this resolu-
tion.

53rd plenary meeting
3 November 1986

41/32. Twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the In-
ternational Covenants on Human Rights

The General Assembly,

Aware that the peoples of the United Nations have, in
the Charter of the United Nations, declared their determi-
nation to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in
the dignity and worth of the human person and in the
equal rights of men and women, and to promote social
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Recalling its resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December
1966, by which it adopted and opened for signature and
ratification or accession the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,3! the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,3! and the Op-
tional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,3!

Recalling its resolution 31/86 of 13 December 1976, by
which it welcomed with deep satisfaction the entry into
force of those instruments as a major step in the interna-
tional efforts to promote universal respect for and observ-
ance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling also its decision, contained in resolution
40/114 of 13 December 1985, to convene during its forty-
first session a commemorative plenary meeting devoted to
the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Interna-
tional Covenants on Human Rights,

Convinced that the entry into force of the International
Covenants has furthered the ability of the United Nations
to promote, encourage and guarantee universal respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

Also convinced that respect for and implementation of
the provisions of the International Covenants in the field
of human rights contribute to good co-operation between
States for the achievement of the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations,

Noting, however, that only half of the States Members of
the United Nations have acceded to the International
Covenants,

Conscious that it is desirable to broaden accession to the
International Covenants so that they acquire a genuinely
universal character,

Desiring to observe solemnly the twentieth anniversary
of the adoption of the International Covenants,

1. Invites all States to commemorate the twentieth an-
niversary of the adoption of the International Covenants
on Human Rights by continuing and strengthening mea-
sures aimed at the implementation, promotion and protec-
tion of the provisions of those instruments;

2. Invites also the appropriate United Nations bodies,
the specialized agencies and regional intergovernmental

31 See resolution 2200 A (XX1). annex.

organizations and non-governmental organizations to
take appropriate measures to celebrate the twentieth anni-
versary of the adoption of the International Covenants;

3. Reaffirms, on the occasion of this twentieth anniver-
sary, that, in order to contribute to the realization of the
purposes and to the implementation of the principles of
the Charter of the United Nations, States should pursue
policies directed to the full implementation of the rights
referred to in those instruments;

4. Expresses its appreciation to those States that have
become party to the International Covenants;

5. Appeals strongly, on the occasion of the twentieth
anniversary of the adoption of the International Cove-
nants, to all States that have not yet become parties to
those instruments to do so, so that the Covenants acquire
genuine universality, and to consider acceding to the Op-
tional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and making the declaration provided for
in article 41 of the Covenant;

6. Invites the Secretary-General, on the same occasion,
to continue systematically encouraging States to become
parties to the International Covenants and, through the
programme of advisory services in the field of human
rights, to provide technical assistance to the States that are
not parties to the Covenants with a view to helping them
to ratify those instruments or accede thereto;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange, within
existing resources, the dissemination of appropriate public
information on the International Covenants on Human
Rights with a view to emphasizing their importance;

8. Encourages all Governments to publish the texts of
the International Covenants in as many languages as pos-
sible, and to distribute them and make them known as
widely as possible in their territories.

54th plenary meeting
3 November 1986

41/33. The situation in Afghanistan and its implications
for international peace and security

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled “The situation in
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace
and security”,

Recalling its resolutions ES-6/2 of 14 January 1980,
35/37 of 20 November 1980, 36/34 of 18 November 1981,
37/37 of 29 November 1982, 38/29 of 23 November 1983,
39/13 of 15 November 1984 and 40/12 of 13 November
1985,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and the obligation of all States to re-
frain in their international relations from the threat or use
of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
political independence of any State,

Reaffirming further the inalienable right of all peoples to
determine their own form of government and to choose
their own economic, political and social system free from
outside intervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of
any kind whatsoever,

Gravely concerned at the continuing foreign armed inter-
vention in Afghanistan, in contravention of the above
principles, and its serious implications for international
peace and security,

Noting the increasing concern of the international com-
munity over the continued and serious sufferings of the



