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5. Endorses resolution 1 (I1I) of the Committee on the
Development and Utilization of New and Renewable
Sources of Energy,20 in which it decided to adopt a sub-
stance-oriented approach that would enable it, at each of
its sessions, to give depth to its deliberations by placing
one or two specific themes on the agenda, within the scope
of its mandate, and calls for the increasing participation of
experts at future sessions of the Committee and a more ef-
fective exchange of information on technology and experi-
ence regarding the development of new and renewable
sources of energy;

6. Reiterates the need to utilize fully existing channels,
including the United Nations Trust Fund for New and
Renewable Sources of Energy, and actively to pursue ways
and means of mobilizing adequate additional financial re-
sources, commensurate with the needs of developing
countries in the field of new and renewable sources of en-
ergy, and, in this connection, inter alia, emphasizes the
importance of positive measures for promoting investment
in the development and utilization of new and renewable
sources of energy in accordance with national laws, regu-
lations, plans and priorities, and invites the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development Programme
to intensify its efforts to attract additional voluntary con-
tributions to the Energy Account of the Programme to en-
able it to expand its activities in responding to the needs of
the developing countries for the development and utiliza-
tion of new and renewable sources of energy;

7. Invites the appropriate organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system to provide assistance
to developing countries, upon request and within the con-
text of their national policies, in identifying specific and vi-
able projects in the areas of their most pressing needs and
in strengthening their national frameworks for new and
renewable sources of energy;

8. Urges that greater attention be given to the develop-
ment of new and renewable sources of energy for the rural
sector and to their integration into the overall rural
economy, bearing in mind the depletion of the fuelwood
supply taking place in many regions of the world;

9. Invites the Committee on the Development and Uti-
lization of New and Renewable Sources of Energy, at its
fourth session, to review its working methods so as to en-
sure further improvement in the fulfilment of its mandate;

10. Invites all the organizations of the United Nations
system concerned to take the necessary steps to contribute
effectively to the preparation, convening and follow-up of
consultative meetings at the national, subregional, re-
gional and global levels for the appraisal of projects and
the mobilization of additional financial resources for the
implementation of the Nairobi Programme of Action;

11. Also invites the Administrative Committee on Co-
ordination, in particular its Inter-Agency Group on New
and Renewable Sources of Energy, and the appropriate in-
tergovernmental bodies of the United Nations to take into
account in their future work the relevant content of para-
graphs 218 to 223 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strate-
gies for the Advancement of Women.?2!
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20 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-first Session.
Suﬁplement No. 44 (A/41/44), annex.

See Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No E.85.1V.10), chap. L. sect. A.

41/171. Operational activities for development

The General Assembly,

Having considered the parts of the report of the Eco-
nomic and Social Council for the year 1986 that concern
the policy review of operational activities for develop-
ment,??

Endorses Economic and Social Council resolution
1986/74 of 23 July 1986, entitled **Policy review of opera-
tional activities for development”, the text of which is an-
nexed to the present resolution.

98th plenary meeting
5 December 1986

ANNEX

Policy review of operational activities for development
The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)
of 1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action

on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order,
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic

* Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on

development and international economic co-operation,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 38/171 of 19 December 1983
and 40/211 of 17 December 1985,

Appreciating the overall impact of operational activities for develop-
ment, which have become an established and important dimension of the
development efforts of the organizations of the United Nations system,

Reaffirming that the primary objective of the operational activities for
development of the United Nations system is to promote the economic
self-reliance of developing countries through multilateral co-operation
and, in this context, emphasizing the need to maintain the multilateral
character of the operational activities of the United Nations system and
for all Governments to enhance their commitment in this regard,

Stressing the urgent need to strengthen multilateral co-operation for
development through, inter alia, increased voluntary contributions to
the operational activities for development of the United Nations system,

Reaffirming the exclusive responsibility of the Government of the
recipient country in formulating its national development plan, priorities
and objectives, as set out in the consensus contained in the annex to Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 2688 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, and empha-
sizing that the integration of the operational activities for development of
the United Nations system with national programmes would enhance the
impact and relevance of those activities,

Reaffirming that economic and technical co-operation among develop-
ing countries should be a significant dimension of all operational activi-
ties for development, as a key element in the strategy of collective self-
reliance and an essential instrument to promote changes contributing to
a balanced and equitable process of global economic development,

Emphasizing the need to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the
operational activities for development of the United Nations system in
supporting the efforts of developing countries,

Emphasizing also the urgency for the United Nations system to re-
spond in an effective and coherent manner to the increasing requirements
for external assistance and, in this context, reaffirming the need for new
and purposeful efforts at all levels to improve the provision, utilization,
administration and co-ordination of development assistance,

Aware that a substantial part of world resources, material as well as
human, continues to be diverted to armaments, with a detrimental effect
on international security and on bilateral and multilateral co-operation,
including the operational activities for development of the United Na-
trons system,

(A/41/3), chap. V1, sect. B.
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1. Expresses its appreciation for the contribution of the Director-
General for Development and International Economic Co-operation in
promoting operational activities for development and takes note with in-
terest of the report of the Director-General for the triennial policy review
of operational activities for development;23

2. Takes note of the information provided by some of the organiza-
tions of the United Nations system in response to General Assembly
resolution 40/211,24 urges all organizations to respond, and expresses
the hope that the quality of such information will be improved in the fu-
ture;

3. Expresses its deep concern at the stagnation in recent years in real
terms of overall contributions for operational activities for development,
particularly the prognosis of a marginal annual rate of growth over the
next few years;

4. Emphasizes the need for a significant, continuous, predictable and
real increase in resources for operational activities for development to
meet the growing requirements for development of the developing coun-
tries, in particular the least developed countries;

5. Urges all countries to increase their voluntary contributions for
operational activities for development, in particular those countries
whose overall performance is not commensurate with their capacity;

6. Affirms that the programming and implementation of operational
activities for development shall continue to be based on the principles set
out in the consensus of 1970, as contained in the annex to General As-
sembly resolution 2688 (XXV);

7. Reiterates the need for all organizations of the United Nations sys-
tem to make greater use of the capacities of developing countries, infer
alia, through increasing government execution of projects and employ-
ment of local consultants and national experts, with a view to improving
the cost-effectiveness and relevance of operational activities for develop-
ment as well as facilitating the transfer of skills;

8. Expresses its concern at the recent decline in the proportion of
equipment procured from developing countries, reaffirms the need to in-
crease procurement from sources that at present are underutilized, and
invites organizations of the United Nations system engaged in opera-
tional activities for development to take the necessary measures to widen
the geographical distribution of their sources of procurement consistent
with the principle of competitive international bidding through, in-
ter alia, better utilization of sources of supplies from developing coun-
tries and underutilized donor countries;

9. Regquests the Director-General for Development and International
Economic Co-operation to conduct further comparative analyses of the
relationship between programme delivery and administrative and sup-
port costs with a view to releasing the maximum amount of resources for
development activities and increasing programme delivery;

10.  Encourages the steps being taken to conduct needs assessments
as a basis for the co-ordination of all technical co-operation in support of
the priority programmes of the recipient Government;

11. Reaffirms the responsibility of developing countries to co-
ordinate development co-operation, through, inter alia, the determina-
tion of local co-ordination arrangements;

12.  Requests organizations of the United Nations system to give high
priority to assisting Governments at their request in strengthening their
capacity for co-ordination at both the overall and the sectoral level;

13. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of the United Na-
tions system to introduce, in close co-operation with the Governments of
recipient countries, specific measures aimed at strengthening the
capabilities of the recipient countries to exercise their sovereign rights re-
garding preparation and realization of programmes and projects of tech-
nical co-operation, including training projects for personnel in national
planning, co-ordination and evaluation institutions and measures in-
creasingly 10 entrust Governments and institutions of recipient countries
with the responsibility for executing projects;

14. Decides to intensify its efforts to ensure overall co-ordination of
the operational activities for development of the United Nations system
and, in this context, stresses that efforts should be undertaken to
strengthen the necessary dialogue and interaction between the governing
bodies of the organizations of the United Nations system concerned with
operational activities for development so as to ensure consistency be-
tween decisions taken by policy-making bodies;

23 A/41/350-E/1986/108, annex.
24 See A/41/374-E/1986/109 and Add -3

15. Invites the governing bodies of the organizations of the United
Nations system to reaffirm their full support for improved coherence of
action by the system at the country level and for the role of the resident
co-ordinator in accordance with General Assembly resolution 32/197 of
20 December 1977 and in accordance with the relevant recommenda-
tions of the Director-General for Development and International Eco-
nomic Co-operation;

16.  Strongly urges Governments and organizations of the United Na-
tions system to provide resident co-ordinators with the requisite
authority to carry out their role and responsibilities as defined in General
Assembly resolution 32/197, taking into account other relevant Assem-
bly resolutions, in order to promote greater coherence and co-ordination
within the United Nations system, inter alia, through the following mea-
sures:

(a) Enabling the resident co-ordinator to consult on a regular basis
with the Government and representatives of organizations of the United
Nations system on specific measures regarding areas where greater co-
herence of action is required and, where host country Governments SO
request, to play a broader co-ordinating role;

(b) Strengthening local co-ordination arrangements, where neces-
sary, for the implementation of such measures, inter alia, through the
conduct of joint technical co-operation needs assessments and program-
ming missions;

(c) Establishing systematic exchange of information and streamlin-
ing procedures and reporting requirements by the United Nations field
offices;

17.  Reguests the governing bodies of the organizations of the United
Nations system to pay particular attention to the need to rationalize field
representation of the organizations and, recognizing the necessity to con-
sult with the recipient Government on such matters, to establish new
field offices only if the required services cannot be shared with other or-
ganizations or provided in any other way;

18.  Emphasizes the importance for recipient countries to receive full
information from all donors on their assistance efforts within the frame-
work of operational activities for development, including information on
the cost, nature and objective of each project, concessionality, and lying
status;

19. Requests the resident co-ordinators to assist Governments of
recipient countries, upon request, in managing information from all do-
nors on their assistance efforts and in ensuring co-ordination and im-
proved effectiveness of such assistance;

20.  Requests the Director-General to study in a few selected donor
and recipient countries, with the agreement and co-operation of the Gov-
ernments concerned, existing co-ordination practices designed to ensure
consistence and coherence in their policy and positions in the area of op-
erational activities for development;

21.  Stresses the importance of the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme country programme as the framework for promoting a more co-
herent and co-ordinated approach to technical co-operation activities by
the United Nations development system;

22.  Invites the Director-General, with the support of extrabudgetary
resources, to conduct case studies in one or more countries, with the
agreement and co-operation of the Governments concerned, on the func-
tioning of the operational activities for development of the United Na-
tions system, bearing in mind the specificity of individual country cir-
cumstances;

23.  Urges the continuation of efforts to harmonize, to the extent pos-
sible, the operational procedures of the organizations of the United Na-
tions system engaged in operational activities for development, in areas
such as project presentation, monitoring, evaluation and procurement;

24.  Invites the organizations concerned to improve the integration of
food aid with overall development efforts;

25.  Strongly urges the United Nations Development Programme, the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities, the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund and the World Food Programme to continue their efforts for
co-ordinated programming, through the Joint Consultative Group on
Palicy, so as to promote greater collaboration;

26. Urges other organizations to consider adopting similar co-
ordinated programming practices;

27, Invites organizations of the United Nations system to continue to
pursue measures to enhance the involvement of non-governmental or-
ganizations and enterprises in operational activities, in accordance with
the objectives and priorities of each developing country:
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28. Reiterates the need for the increased participation of women in
operational activities and requests the Director-General, in presenting
his report23 to the General Assembly at its forty-first session, to address
this issue along the lines called for in Assembly resolution 40/211;

29. Strongly urges the organizations of the United Nations system
engaged in operational activities for development to intensify their efforts
to integrate economic and technical co-operation among developing
countries into operational activities, inter alia, by orienting their pro-
grammes and projects towards strengthening such co-operation in accor-
dance with the priorities defined by the developing countries themselves;

30. Emphasizes the need for close collaboration between the United
Nations Development Programme and the Department of Technical Co-
operation for Development of the United Nations Secretariat in view of
the potential for greater complementarity between them and requests the
Director-General to include recommendations in this regard, as appro-
priate, in his report for the next policy review;

31.  Reaffirms the authority and responsibility entrusted to the Direc-
tor-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation
by the General Assembly in resolution 32/197, to ensure effective leader-
ship of the United Nations system in the field of development and inter-
national economic co-operation and in exercising overall co-ordination
within the system in order to ensure a multidisciplinary approach to the
problems of development on a system-wide basis;

32.  Regquests the Director-General to include in his annual report on
operational activities for development information on important policy
and management issues affecting the coherence and functioning of sys-
tem-wide activities, in the light of the relevant decisions of the governing
bodies of organizations of the system, and to submit that information to
the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council for con-
sideration;

33.  Regquests the Director-General, in preparing his report for the
next policy review, to provide a general framework of broad objectives
for operational activities for development within the United Nations sys-
tem, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 32/197;

34.  Also requests the Director-General to include in his report for the
next comprehensive policy review of operational activities for develop-
ment a specific chapter containing information about measures taken by
organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system aimed at
strengthening the capabilities of the recipient countries in the prepara-
tion and implementation of programmes and projects of technical co-
operation;

35 Invites the governing bodies of the organizations of the United
Nations system to provide the Council at its second regular session of
1987 with their views and comments on the implementation of the pres-
ent resolution, in particular on the role of the resident co-ordinators, the
use of the United Nations Development Programme country program-
ming process as a framework for operational activities, the co-location of
field offices and the further harmonization of operational procedures;

36. Further requests the Director-General, in presenting his report to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session, to take into account the
views expressed by Member States during the present review, including
those on updating the report and particularly those concerning the
mobilization of financial resources for operational activities for develop-
ment and other areas that require greater coverage.

41/172. Restructuring plan for the United Nations In-
stitute for Training and Research

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 40/214 of 17 December 1985, in
which it requested the Secretary-General to prepare com-
prehensive specific plans for the future of the United Na-
tions Institute for Training and Research based on the op-
tions of either closing down or restructuring the Institute,
including a blueprint for a specific scheme for the long-
term and stable funding of the Institute and specific
suggestions for the improvement of administrative ar-
rangements to ensure cost-effectiveness,

Recalling also its resolutions 37/142 of 17 December
1982 and 38/177 of 19 December 1983, in which it called

upon the Secretary-General to submit a report on long-
term financing arrangements for the Institute that would
place its financing on a more predictable, assured and con-
tinuous basis,

Recalling further its resolution 39/177 of 17 December
1984, in which it requested the Secretary-General to pre-
pare a comprehensive study on the Institute, its activities
in training and research, its funding and its future role,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General?’
and the report of the Executive Director of the United Na-
tions Institute for Training and Research,?¢

Recognizing the continuing importance and relevance of
the mandate of the Institute, particularly at a time when
improvement of the effectiveness of the United Nations is
a major preoccupation of Member States,

Noting with regret that the 1985 United Nations Pledg-
ing Conference for Development Activities?” was unable
to provide the General Fund of the Institute with the level
of resources required to maintain it as a viable entity dur-
ing 1986,

Noting with concern the lack of a sufficiently broad base
of donor countries supporting the Institute,

Noting further with regret that voluntary contributions
to the Institute have so far been insufficient to guarantee
the level of resources needed to maintain it as a viable en-
tity and that it has not been possible to reach agreement on
any of the three options for long-term financing arrange-
ments for the Institute recommended by the Board of
Trustees, namely, setting up a reserve fund, adopting a re-
plenishment system or establishing an endowment fund,28

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
and the report of the Executive Director of the United Na-
tions Institute for Training and Research;

2. Reaffirms the continuing relevance of the mandate
of the Institute and takes note of the view of the Secretary-
General that the mandate remains valid and useful;

3. Recommends that the Institute be restructured on
the basis of the following parameters:

I. PROGRAMME
A. Training

1. Training shall be the main focus of the Institute’s
activities during the interim period, and that focus
should be duly reflected in the budget allocations;

2. The core training programme financed from the
General Fund shall concentrate on training for interna-
tional co-operation and multilateral diplomacy at vari-
ous levels and primarily on training of persons from de-
veloping countries;

3. Training programmes designed and conducted by
the Institute for other United Nations bodies and spe-
cialized agencies shall not result in any financial obliga-
tions for the General Fund and shall be carried out on a
fully reimbursable basis;

4. Training for economic and social development or
any other training activities shall be funded from special
purpose grants.

3 A/41/521.
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See A/CONF.132/SR.1-3 and corrigendum.
28 A/39/148, para. 8.



