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enjoyment by youth of human rights, particularly the right 
to education and to work. 
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40/16. Opportunities for youth 
The General Assembly, 
Mindful of the need to secure the employment of youth, 

which is a concern of global character, 
Seriously concerned about the widespread lack of satis­

factory integration of young people into the workplace in 
many countries, 

Aware that the solid educational and vocational back­
ground of young people is of paramount importance in 
their aspirations to enter professional life, 

Noting that many young people, having finished com­
pulsory or primary education, do not enter any institution 
of higher education or vocational training, .or, after begi!l­
ning such education or training, are unable to complete 1t, 
and find it increasingly difficult to be suitably employed, 

Seriously concerned that in a number of developing 
countries, particularly in the least devel?ped ones, _a ~ub­
stantial part of the school-age population _has a lm~1ted 
possibility of receiving any kind of education, especially 
among the poor in both rural and urban areas, 

Bearing in mind that in many deve!oping cou~ tries the 
widespread lack of opportunity to receive approp~ate edu­
cation and training thus remains a serious impedm~ent t? 
the participation of youth in the development ~ftheir soci­
eties and to the attainment of the goals set out m the Inter­
national Development Strategy for the Third United 
Nations Development Decade,8 

Recognizing that greater awareness shoul~ be brou~t 
about by Governments and in the economic sectors m 
order to accord the highest priority to the elimination of 
youth unemployment where it exists, 

Further recognizing that industrialization shoul~ duly 
take into account the requirements of the promotion of 
employment, especially for youth, 

Taking note of the intention of the Government of Aus­
tria to organize and act as host to an international sympo­
sium of experts on the questions referred to below, to be 
held at Vienna in the spring of 1987, 

Recalling the results and achievements of the Intern~­
tional Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace, in 

particular the guidelines for further planning and suitable 
follow-up in the field of youth, s 

1. Calls upon Member States to lend increased atten­
tion to programmes to combat illiteracy and to young 
people who, after having finished compulsory or p~mary 
education do not enter institutions of higher education or 
vocationai training, or who, after beginning such education 
or training, are unable to complete it; 

2. Invites Member States to consider steps to enable 
more young people to begin and complete higher educa­
tion or vocational training; 

3. Urges Member States to dedicate, whenever pos­
sible, more resources, through increased technical co-oper­
ation activities, to narrowing the gap between dt:~and for 
and supply of educational and training opportumt1es at all 
levels in developing countries, particularly in the least 
developed ones, and thus to contribute to the achievement 
of greater equality of employment opportunities for young 
people in those countries; 

8 Resolution 35/ 56. annex. 
9 N40/64-E/1985/S. 

4. Calls upon Member States to promote a better 
awareness of the need to preserve, whenever possible, and 
to increase work opportunities for young people of both 
sexes, with particular emphasis on equal opportunities for 
girls and young women; 

5. Recommends to Member States that they should 
promote initiatives whereby new demands, fields or types 
of occupation are explored, including the fields of protec­
tion of the environment, agro-industries and other natural 
resource-based industries, new technologies as well as 
"alternative employment opportunities"; 

6. Invites Member States to examine more closely the 
consequences that the introduction of new technologies in 
developed and developing countries alike may have with 
regard to the number of work opportunities, especially for 
young people, and to find ways to offset any ~ssible 
adverse consequences, ensuring that such technologies are 
only introduced in a socially compatible manner; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to include in his 
report on the implementation of the long-term plan of 
action on youth, to be submitted to the General Assembly 
at its forty-second session, a detailed analysis of the results 
of the symposium to be held at Vienna. 
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40/17. Channels of communication between the 
United Nations and youth and youth organi-
udons • 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 32/ 135 of 16 December 1977 

and 36/ I 7 of 9 November 1981, in which it adopted 
guidelines for the improvement of the channels of commu­
nication between the United Nations and youth and youth 
organizations, and also recalling its resolution 39/24 of 23 

• November 1984, 
Bearing in mind the importance of the existence of ef!ec­

tive channels of communication between the Umted 
Nations and youth and youth organizations as a necessary 
instrument for the information of young people and their 
participation in the work of the Unite~ Nations :md the 
specialized agencies at the national, regional and interna­
tional levels, and also for informing the Unite~ Natio~s of 
the problems facing youth with a view to findmg solutions 
to such problems, 

Taking note with appreciation of t~e reports of ~he ~­
retary-General on the impleme~tat1on of the gu1dehnes 
and additional guidelines for the improvement of channels 
of communication between the United Nations and youth 
and youth organizations5 and on the situation of youth in 
the 1980s,9 

Taking note of the report ofthe_Advisory Co':'mittee for 
the International Youth Year on its fourth session, held at 
Vienna from 25 March to 3 April 1985,4 

Taking note further of the _outcome _of the youth confer­
ences and meetings held dunng 1985 m observance of the 
International Youth Year: Participation, Development, 
Peace,10 

Convinced that the effective and proper functionin~ of 
the channels of communication between the Umte_d 
Nations and youth and youth organizations forms a bas_1c 
prerequisite for the active involvement of young people m 
the work of the United Nations, 

10 See N40/70J. 
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Convinced further that the participation of youth repre­
sentatives from Member States in international confer­
ences and meetings dealing with youth-related issues can 
enhance and strengthen the channels of communication 
through the discussion of such issues, with a view to 
finding solutions to problems confronting youth in the 
contemporary world, 

1. Calls upon Member States, United Nations bodies, 
the specialized agencies and other governmental and inter­
governmental organizations to implement fully the guide­
lines relating to the channels of communication adopted 
by the General Assembly in its resolutions 32/135 and 36/ 
17, not only in general terms but also by concrete meas­
ures reflecting the issues of importance to young people; 

2. Invites the Secretary-General to continue his efforts 
to make use of, further improve and, if possible, extend 
the existing channels of communication between the 
United Nations and youth and youth organizations; 

3. Calls upon national youth mechanisms that have 
been set up by youth and youth organizations at the 
national, regional and interregional levels to continue to 
act as channels of communication between the United 
Nations and youth and youth organizations, and, where 
such mechanisms do not exist, recommends that national 
co-ordinating committees of the International Youth Year 
should continue to act as channels of communication; 

4. Takes note of the recommendations on the channels 
of communication between the United Nations and youth 
and youth organizations, as contained in the report of the 
Secretary-General; s 

5. Decides to consider at its forty-first session the item 
entitled "Policies and programmes relating to youth" , on 
the basis of a report of the Secretary-General. 
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40i22. Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its objective contained in the Charter of the 

United Nations to achieve international co-operation in 
solving international problems of an economic, social, cul­
tural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and 
encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, lan­
guage or religion, 

Reaffirming its firm determination and its commitment 
to eradicate totally and unconditionally racism in all its 
forms, racial discrimination and apartheid, 

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,6 

the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, 11 the International Con­
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid1 2 and the Convention against Discrimination 
in Education adopted by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization on 14 December 
1960,13 

Recalling also its resolution 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 
November 1973, on the first Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, and its resolution 38/ 
14 of 22 November 1983, on the Second Decade to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 

II Rcsolulion 2106 A (XX), annex. 
12 Resolution 3068 (XXVIII). annex. 
13 United Naiions Educational, Scicn1i6c and Cullural Organiz.ation, 

Records of the General Conference, E/e,,•enth Session, Resolutions, p, I 19. 
14 United Nations publica1ion, Sales No. E.83.XIV .4 and corrigendum. 

Recalling further the two World Conferences to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, held at Geneva in 
1978 and 1983, respectively, 

Taking note once again of the Report of the Second 
World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi­
nation, 14 

Convinced that the Second World Conference repre­
sented a positive contribution by _the international com­
munity towards attaining the objectives of the Decade, 
through its adoption of a Declaration and an operational 
Programme of Action15 for the Second Decade to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, 

Noting with concern that, despite the efforts of the inter­
national community, the principal objectives of the first 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim­
ination were not attained and that millions of human 
beings continue to this day to be the victims of varied 
forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, 

Recalling its resolution 39/16 of 23 November 1984, 
Emphasizing the necessity of attaining the objectives of 

the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Dis­
crimination, 

Convinced of the need to take more effective and sus­
tained international measures for the elimination of all 
forms of racism and racial discrimination and the total 
eradication of apartheid in South Africa, 

I. Resolves once again that all forms of racism and 
racial discrimination, particularly in their institutionalized 
form, such as apartheid, or resulting from official doctrines 
of racial superiority or exclusivity, are among the most 
serious violations of human rights in the contemporary 
world and must be combated by all available means; 

2. Appeals to the international community, in general, 
and the United Nations, in particular, to continue to give 
the highest priority to programmes for combating racism, 
racial discrimination and apartheid, and to intensify its 
own efforts, during the Second Decade to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, to provide assistance and relief 
to the victims of racism and all forms of racial discrimina­
tion and apartheid, especially in South Africa and 
Namibia and in occupied territories and territories under 
alien domination; 

3. Appeals to all Governments and to international 
and non-governmental organizations to increase and 
intensify their activities to combat racism, racial discrimi­
nation and apartheid and to provide relief and assistance 
to the victims of these evils; 

4. Appeals to all Governments, organizations and indi­
viduals in a position to do so to contribute generously to 
the Trust Fund for the Programme for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination so 
as to enable the Secretary-General to implement the vari­
ous programme elements outlined in his report on the plan 
of ac;tivities for 1985-1989; 16 

5. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the 
Secretary-General containing information on the activities 
of Governments, specialized agencies, regional intergov­
ernmental organizations and non-governmental organiza­
tions, as well as United Nations organs, to give effect to the 
Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination;17 

6. Acknowledges the progress made in preparing the 
study on the effects of racial discrimination in the field of 

IS Ibid., chap. II. 
16AJ39/167-E/1984/33 and Add.I and 2. 
17 A/40/416 and E/1985/ 16 and A<!d. l. 


