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5. Appeals to Governments to provide the necessary 
information to the Secretary-GeneraL as requestcd in par
agraph 4 above. 

104th plenary meeting 
20 Decemher I 983 

38/198. International year for the mobilization of 
financia( and technological resources to 
increase food and agricultura( production in 
Africa 

The General Assemhly, 
Recalling its rcsolution 37/246 of 21 December 1982 on 

an international year for the mobilization of financia! and 
technological resources for food and agriculture in Africa, 

Noting with great alarm that, sincc the adoption of its 
resolutions 35/69 of 5 Dccember 1980, 36/ 186 of 1 7 
December 1981 and 37/246 of21 December 1982, the sit
uation of food and agriculture in Africa has worsened, as 
evidenccd by a drastic decline in self-reliance in food, 

Recognizing the critica! financia! gap which seriously 
hinders the growth of the agricultura! sector in African 
countries, 

Recognizing a/so that thc technological gap in Africa has 
a direct relationship with declining agricultura! productiv
ity, which is aggravated by natural factors such as drought 
and dcsertification. 

Recognizing further that ali countries of Africa should 
implement, in accordancc with thcir national development 
programmes and priorities, measures to increase substan
tially their national food and agriculture programmes 
through, ínter afia, national, subregional and regional 
measures, including economic and technical co-operation 
among devcloping countries, 

Recognizing the role of food-sector strategies, which 
emerged from the World Food Council as a means for 
interested developing countries to adopt an integrated 
approach for increasing food production, improving con
sumption and attracting thc necessary additional intema
tional resources. 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the implications of declaring an intemational year for 
the mobilization of financia) and technological resources 
for food and agriculture in Africa, 165 

l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General; 
2. Notes that the year 1991 might be designated inter

national year for the mobilization of financia! and techno
logical resources to increase food and agricultura) produc
tion in Africa, bearing in mind the relevant criteria set 
forth in the annex to Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1980/67 of 25 July 1980; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the relevant organs, organizations and bodies of thc 
United Nations system, to elaborate action-oriented pro
posals in respect ofthe intemational year for the mobiliza
tion of financia) and technological resources to increase 
food and agricultura! production in Africa and to report on 
the implementation of the present resolution to the Gen
eral Assembly at its fortieth session, through the Economic 
and Social Council. 

165 A/38/277-E/ 1983/96. 
166 AIS--11/14, annex l. 
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38/199. Special measures for the social and eco
nomic development of Africa in the 1980s 

The General Assemhly, 
Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-Vl) and 3202 (S-VI) of 

1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme of Action on the Establishment of a New Intcma
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 
on development and intemational economic co-operation, 

Recal/ing its resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980, thc 
annex to which contains the Intemational Development 
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Dec
ade, 

Reca/ling a/so its resolutions 35/64 of 5 December 1980 
and 36/ l 80 of 1 7 Deccmber 1981, concerning the adop
tion of a wide range of special measures for the social and 
economic development of Africa in the 1980s, 

Recallingfurther section II of its resolution 36/ l 82 of 17 
December 1981 and section II of its resolution 37 /212 of 
20 December 1982, on thc Industrial Development Dec
ade for Africa, and its resolutions 3 7 / 140 of 1 7 December 
1982 on the Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa and 37/245 of21 December 1982 on the situation 
of food and agriculture in Africa, 

Reca/ling its resolution 3 7 / 139 of 1 7 December 1982, in 
which it. inter afia, urged donor countries to provide sub
stantial and sustained leve Is of resources for promoting the 
accelerated development of African countries and the 
effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action for 
the lmplementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Eco
nomic Development of Africa, 166 and to contribute gener
ously to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Devel
opment. 

Deeply concerned at the negative effects of the current 
world economic crisis on the economies of African coun
tries and at the scourges that ravage the African continent, 
which suffers mainly from structural problems, inter afia 
the lowest leve) of literacy and training and rudimentary 
structures in the field of health and housing, as well as the 
extremely precarious living conditions of the largest num
ber of refugees in the world, 

Expressing its deep concern at the extreme gravity of the 
food situation in Africa, which is aggravated by chronic 
droughts, the continued decrease in food self-reliance and 
the continued increase in volume of the imports of food 
products in Africa, particularly in the Sudano-Sahelian 
and southern regions, and noting that, among other fac
tors, the rate of increase of food production in Africa con
tinues to lag behind population growth, 

Recognizing that Africa is the least industrialized region 
in the world, that this specific situation necessitates the full 
implementation ofthe objectives set out in the programme 
for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa and 
that. in order to reverse the existing situation, sustained 
efforts by the international community are required to 
achievc the effective implementation of the objectives of 
the Decade, 

Recognizing a/so that Africa is confronted with excep
tionally serious economic and social problems, high
lighted, inter aha, by the fact that it contains three quarters 
ofthe least developed countries and half ofthe land-locked 
countries of the world, 

Convinced of the need for increased and sustained exter
na! resources on a predictable and continuous basis in 


