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President: Mr. Vfctor A. BELAUNDE (Peru),

Statement by the President

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): Be­
fore we take up the items on our agenda, I should like
to explain, in order to avoid any procedural diffi­
culties regarding the order in which we consider
items, that during the closing days of the session it is'
the practice to list items in the Journal of the United
Nations when they are ready for consideration in
plenary. Consequently, I would ask representatives
not to regard today's agenda as having a fixed order,
but simply as a list of items which await considera­
tion. We have already received a formal request from
a number of delegations that the -election of. two mem­
bers of' the Trusteeship Council should n()t be taken
up as the first item but postponed until the afternoon
D1eeting. .

Decision concerning the procedure of the meeting

Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules of procedure, it
was decided not to discuss the reports of the Fourth
9ommittee.

855th
PLENARY MEETING

Satur.day, 1~ December 1959,
at 11 a.m.

NEW YORK

AGENDA ITEM 36

Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted
under Article 73 e of the Charter: reports of the Secretary­
General and ofthe Committee on Information from Non-Sel f.
Governing Territories:

(!!) Progress achieved by the Non.Self.Go\,trning Territories
in pursuance of Chapter XI of th6 Charter;

(~) Information on educational conditions;
(~) Information on oth~r conditions;
(d) General questions relating to the transmission and

examination of information;
(!) Report of ~he Secretary.General on new developments

connected with the association .of Non.Self.Governing
Territories with the European Economic Community;

(1) Offers of study and training facilities under resolution
845 (IX) of 22 November 1954: report of the Secretary.
General

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/4343)

2. Mr. KENNEDY (Ireland), Rapporteur of the Fourth
Committee: It is my privilege as the Rapporteur of
the Fourth Committee to present the Fourth Com­
mittee's report [A/~343], on item 36 of the agenda
of the Gene~al Assembly relating to information
from Non-SeH-Governing Territories. The report
was unanimously adopted by the Fourth Committee at ,
its 993rd meeting on 8 December 1959. In the final
presentation of the report, the Rapporteur has taken
due note of the observatij,)ns made and the amend­
ments offered by members concerned.

3. Inclusive of the elections and the approval of the
report itself, the Fourth Committee spent twenty-two
meetings on item 36, during which, under the general
heading of "Information from Non-Self-Governing
Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of the
Charter", it gave its consideration to the methods of
examination of the report on the progress achieved
by the Non-Self-CowQverning Territories in pursuance
of Chapter IX of the Charter, educational and other
conditions, general questions relating to the trans­
mission and examination of information, new develop- .
ments connected with the association of Non-Self­
Governing Territories with the European Economic
Community, and measures connected with scholar­
ships for the inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Terri­
tories.

4. The Committee also held a general debate, during
which members who so chose had the opportunity of
presenting their vi..,ws on an.y of the topics arising
from the agenda item under consideration.

5. The eleven draft reSOlutions, adopted by the
Fourth Committee for the approval of' the General
Assembly, and relating to the various sub-items of
item 36 of the agenda, are annexed to the report
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Draft resolution III was adopted by 68 votes to none,
with 2 abstentions.

Draft resolution IV was adopted by 68 votes to none.

Draft resolution V was adopted by 71 votes to none,
with 1 abstention.

Draft resolution VI was adopted by 66 votes to none,
with 3 abstentions.

11. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): A
roll-eall vote has been requested on draft resolution
VII.

A vote was taken by roll-calIon draf.t resolution
VII.

IrelSild, baving been drawn by lot by the President,
was called r1pon to vote first.

In ia":."':;;.a: Ireland, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Laos,
Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand,
Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Romania,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia,
Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic,
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugo­
slavia, Mghanistan, Albania, Argentina, Bolivia, Bul­
garia, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Canada, Ceylon, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Ecuador,. Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya,
Finland,. Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Haiti, Hungary, Ice­
land, India, Indonesia, Iraq.

Against: Peru, Portugal, Union of South Mrica,
Belgium, France.

Abstaining: Italy, Netherlands, Panama, Paraguay,
Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Chile, China,
Col0Il?-bia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras.

Draft resolution VII was i.adopted by 54 votes to 5,
with 15 abstentions.

Draft resolution vm was adopted by 50 votes to 13,
with 9 abstentions.

Draft resolution IX.!~'~S adopted by 58 votes to none,
with 17 absteritions.

Draft resolution X was adopted by 58 votes to 12,
with 10 abstentions.

Draft resolution XI was adopted by 71 votes to none,
witp. 3 abstentions.

12. Mr. MOREmA (Portugal) (translated from
French): My delegation would like to state its views
on the resolution which has just been adopted as
briefly as is consistent with a clear understanding
of its position. Resolution VII, which deals with the
general question of. the transmission of information
relating to Non-Self-Governing Territories under
Article 73 e of the Charter, provides for the estab­
lishment of a committee of six members to study the
principles which should guide Members in determin­
ing whether or no they have an obligation to transmit
such information.

13. Although a large majority of Member Stateshave
expressed themselves in favour of the draft repolu­
tion-which is due to the nature of the resolution
itself-my delegation was however unable to support
it, believing that it is neither desirable nor neces­
sary.

General Assembly - Fourteenth Session - Plenary Meetings

8. Draft resolution VII establishes a special com­
mittee of six members, to consider the principles
which should guide members in determ.ining the
existence of obligations to transmit informationunder
Article 73 e of the Charter, and to use for this pur­
pose a certain type of documentation to be prepared
by the Secretary-General. We have been informed
by the Chairman of the Fourth Committee that the
President will invite the General Assembly in due
course to take note of the results of the election to
the Committee provided in draft resolution VII. In
this connexion, the Chairman of the Fourth Com­
mittee has ['.Iso informed the Committee that, in
accordance with rule 154 of the rules of procedure,
draft resolution VII, if adopted by the General As­
sembly; would involve no expenditure except, if
printed, the summary and the report would involve
an outlay of approximately $3,500.

9. With this brief introduction, the report of the
Fourth Committee, as a purely factual record of
events, aClcompanying the deliberations on item 36 of
the agenda, is submitted for the consideration and
approval of the Assembly, together with the eleven
draft resolutions attached thereto.

10. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
shall now proceed to vote on t....e draft resolutions I
to XI recommended by the Fourth Committee and con­
tained in its report [A/4343].

Draft resolution 1 was adopted by 62 votes to none,
with 3 abstentions.

Draft resolution H was adopted by 66 votes to none,
with 2 abstentions.

which I am now presenting. The adoption by the Com­
mittee of draft resolution I is the result of an action
initiated by the Genet-al Assembly at its tenth and
eleventh sessions, whan the General Assembly de­
cided that it should consider the progress achieved
by the Non-Self-Governing Territories, in pursuance
of Chapter XI of the Charter. The present draft reso­
lution has entrusted the Committee 011 Information
from Non-Self-Governing Territories with the initial
examination of that report on the progress achieved.

6. T~e consideration of draft resolutions II, fil a~d
IV arises mainly from the fact that, basing its dis­
cussions largely on the report of the Committee on
Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories
[A/4111], which, at its last session, paid primary
attention to educational conditions in the Territories,
the Fourth Committee devoted a considerable part of
its interest to the various aspects of educational con­
'ditions.

7. Draft resolution V makes certain recommenda­
tions regarding the dissemination of information con­
cerning the United Nations among the inhabl~ants of
Non-Self-Governing Territories. Draft resolution VI
concerns itself with the participation of Non-Self­
Governing Territories in the work of the United
Nations and its sr-cialized agencies. Dr8:ft resolution
VIII :>~fers to voluntary transmission of informa­
tion 011 politioal developments in Non-Self-Governing
Territories. Draft resolution X refers to the effects
of the European Economic Community on the develop­
ment of certain Non-Self-Governing Territories, and
draft re.solution XI deals with the offers of study and
training facilities for the inhabitants of these Terri­
tories.
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mittee is exclusively concerned with principles and
has no authority to discuss individual cases, and that
statement was not refuted. However, as some States
find 1t difficult to respect the domestic jurisdiction of
others, my delegation felt that it was unw~se to estab­
lish a committee which might create tension among
some Member States.

19. Furthermore, the authority to enumerate prin­
ciples given to the committ~Q might encourage the
development of a partisan spirit within the United
Nations to the detriment of its character as an organ
of international co-operation. It is obvious, for
example, that States whose domestic· legislation
makes no provision for any system of elections mifht
be led to vote for plebiscites in order to further their
particular interests rather than to upbold principles,
while it is no less obvious that States in which there
is no constitution and no safeguards of individual
rights might find it expedient to vote against them.
Those States-they can be found on all continents­
which have always refused to 'recognize the protection
the Charter affords to the Non-8elf-Governing peo­
ples and have laboured the concept of a colony, dis­
regarding the very diff~rent idea of ~olonial status
embodied in the Charter, might succeed in forming a
majority in favour of this or that principle only for
the sake of partisanship. A situation of that kind
would in no way further the realization of the pur­
poses of the Charter or enhance the prestige and
authority of the United Nations. This is yet another
reason why my delegation was compelled to vote
against this resolution. Although we hope this situa­
tion will be (}voided, we wish to emphasize the diffi­
cult nature of the Committee's task. We need time to
find an impartial forum for the expression of such
diametrically opposed views on political life, time at
least to find a Locke, Rousseau or Madlsonto grapple
with the problem.

20. Lastly, we wish to point out that, because of its
importance, this resolution is clearly subject to the
two-thirds majority rule prescribed for important
questions in Article 18 of the Charter. It obtained the
two-thirds majority as a result of the. number of
abstentions, the situation in regard to the vote not
having necessitated advance agreement. In any event
the- two-thirds majority rule cannot be forgotten and
one cannot but invoke it. My delegation's position
in this respect is quite clear and we explained the
reasons for it in the Sixth Committee [540th meeting]
during the twelfth session of the General Assembly.
The problems affecting Non-8elf-GoveJ;l1ing Terri­
tories are generally important and we cannot avoid
the conclusion that the matter we are nOw discussing
comes within the category of important .questions ­
specified in the Charter, not only because of its
political bearing on relations among states but also
because it closely affects questions within the domes­
tic jurisdiction of States, an infrangible frontier.

21. Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): I wish to
make a very brief explanation of my delegation's
vote on two of the resoluti<)ns which have just been
passed-resolution VII and resolution IX.

22.. Resolution vn deals with general questions
relating to the transmission and examination of
information. This is a resolution on which my dele­
gation has already explained its vote in the Commit­
tee, and I will therefore not lengthen the proceedings
by giving a further explanation as to why my delega-

855th meeting -12 December 1959

14. In the first place, we regard it as an incontro­
vertible fact that each Member state is competent to
decide whether or not it possesses Non-8elf-Govern­
ing Territories within the. meaning of Chapter XI of
the Charter. The title of Chapter XI of the Charter
is "Declaration regarding Non-Self-Governing Terri­
tories" and a declaration on this subject by a Member
state is a unilateral act, of which the General As­
sembly can only take note, in accordance with the
practice, consistently followed in the United Nations.

15. Furthermore, under the Charter, even states
with Non-self-Governing Territories-and Portugal is
not one of these-need only transmit information if
security and constitutional considerations allow. It is
clear that each State must be the sole judge of the
security and constitutional consid~ration affecting it.

16. A State which has military installations in its
territory cannot be expected to ask the Genel~al As­
sembly to decide whether or not an obligation exists
to transmit information. It is often said that the
Charter is a political rather than a legal instrument.
We think that those who consistently advocate what
they describe as a natural evolution of the system
must also recognize that the first requirement of
politics is realism. It follows that, juridically and
politically, decisions on the existence of Non-Self­
Governing Territories and on the desirability and
feasibility of transmitting information are matters
within the domestic jurisdiction of each State and, in
the case of States which acknowledge that they have
Non-Self-Governing Territories under their adminis­
tration, are clearly covered by Article 2, paragraph
7, of the Charter. This is why, in our view, the vari­
ous preambular paragraphs of resolution vn just
adopted are nothing more or less than an endorse­
nent of an incorrect interpretation of the Charter
and of the resolutions mentioned in the preamble. It
is in the interest of all Member States to protect the
Charter against violation and it is fol' this very im­
portant reason that we voted against the draft resolu­
tion, which is based on what we believe to be an
incorrect interpretation of the Charter and which
might well, on some future occasion, provide a pre..
text for acts contrary to international law and per­
haps for acts infringing the domestic jurisdiction of
Member States.

17. It is not the first time that my delegation has
taken this position in the Assembly. At previous ses­
sions, we ha:ve defended it and, moreover, it has been'
accepted by the Assembly and we regard it as res
jUdicata so far as the State of Portugal is concerned.
our vote has not, therefore, been influenced by the
fact that some delegations referred during the Com­
mittee's debate to what they termed "the Portuguese
case" and, I might say, showed in one instance a lack
of the sense of responsibility that we are entitled to
expect from all delegations. The phrases quoted
from the speeches and writings of Portuguese states­
men and publicists merely prove that we have solid
grounds for our reservations. Moreover, anyone who
took the trouble to collect these quotations inorder to
use them out of context and in a distorted form must
at least have discovered that the position taken by my
delegation accurately reflects both the spirit and the
letter of our Constitution, which is based on the his­
toric will of our people.

18. Admittedly, it was clearly stated in the Fourth
Committee's debate that the newly established com-
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majority. in the fact that this simple majority was
greatly exceeded today, my delegation sees further
evidence of the atmosphere of cordial and fruitful
agreement in which the text of the resolution was
drawn up a few days ago in the Fourth Committee.

30. Everyone here knows that the General Assembly
had been disturbed and deeply divided over the efforts
made by a group of representatives to carry out an
adequate examination of the principles which should
guide Members in the enumeration of' Territories
Joming under the pI'ovisions of Chapter XI of the
Charter. A group of representatives, to which the
Mexican delegation always belonged and. which was
particularly concerned to uphold the General Assem­
bly competence in this matter, has since ~e eleventh
session fought for the adoption of a resolution similar
to that just·voted.
31. For three years various methods were used in
order to combat our argument. They included the
revival of an issue which had been settled by the
General Assembly six years ago. At the 459thplenary
meeting, on 27 November 1953, the Mexican dele­
gation had the honour to show that, on the basis of
Article 18 of the Charter and of what led up to Chap­
ters XI, XII and XIII of the Charter at the San Fran­
cisco Conference, a simple majority was always
sufficient in regard to questions falling under Chapter
XI. The two-thirds ma.10rity rule is applicable to
categories of questions determined by the Charter or
to be specified in accordance with Article 18, para­
graph 3~ Such a category was never established for
matters coming under Chapter XI. There is no ques­
tion here of determining whether a resolution is sub­
stantive or procedural. Matters for which a two-thirds
majority has not been prescribed are always decided
by a~imple majority. The two-thirds majority, ex­
pressly enjoined for questions covered by Chapters
XII and X1n, has never been compulsory for those
covered by Chapter XI; in other words, the two-thirds
majority explicitly prescribed for questions relating
to the Trusteeship System, in view of the specific
obligations laid down in Chapters XII and xm, has
never been required for questions relating to the
Non-Self-Governing Territories, falling as they do
under the weak provisions of Chapter XI.
32. This accurate interpretation of the Charter and
of what took place at the San Francisco Conference
was formally endorsed by the General Assembly in a
vote taken at the 459th plenary meeting on 27 Novem­
ber 1953,'9,nd remained unchallenged until the matter
was brought up again at tr I eleventh session, on 20
February 1957.
33. As we have engaged in no manoeuvres but .had
merely put forward a legal interpretation, we pro­
posed, when the question was raised again in 1957,
the only method that seemed to us indicated witll a
view to the fair and cordial settlement of a difference
of opinion, between Members of the United NationS,
on a purely legal point: we proposed a request to the
International Court of Justice for an advisory opinion.

34. There is no need to refer now to all the concern
which thi$ proposal of ours in 1957 created, or to the
strenuous efforts made to prevent thia request being·
put forward and to nullify the effect of our subsequent ~
reference of the matter to the Sixth Committee. All·
these facts are on record. what has now come to an
end, fortunately, is the atmosphere which at that time
so disturbed the General Assembly.

General Assembly - FourteenthSession.~ Plenary Meetings
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tion was ablett;) abstain on this resolution. I would,
h.,owever, only draw attention to the facit that· since the
. . ~olution was passed by the Fourth Committee we
".dlve been elected as one of the members of the six­
Power Committee. I do, however, wish to say some­
thing very briefly about the question of the voting
procedure to' be applied to resolutions of this type.
There has, of course, been a good deal of discus­
sion in the past on the question whether a two-thirds
majority should be applied t.o certain 'questions re­
lating to Non-Self-Governing Territories. There have
been a number of occasions in the past when the rule
has been applied to the case of the establishment of
committees dealing with important mattel;s. On other
occasions where a substantial majority had already
lJeen obtained in the Committee the request was not
specifically made.

23. Now, this resolution was passed in the Fourth
Committee by a very large majority, and it ha~ again
been passed in plenary by a very large majo111ty, and
because ,of this fact my delegation did not think it
necessary to raise before the vote the question of the
application of the two-thirds rule.

24. I now pass to resolution IX dealing with the
cessation of the transmission of information under
Article 73 e of the Charter in respect of Alaska and
Hawaii. When this resolution was being discussed in
the Fourth Committee the paragraph which appears
as the last preambular paragraph was added as an
amendment although some of us expressed the hope
at the time that this would not be pressed. As a result
of the addition of that paragraph and its reference to
competence, my delegation, among others, felt it
necessary to abstain on this resolution. We did so
with a great deal of regret. We felt that thifJ resolu­
tion marked the most auspicious occasion in the
development of Non"Self-Governing Territories.

25. We would have wished to join with other dele­
gations in expressing our warm satisfaction at the
attainment of ,he goals of Chapter XI of the Charter
by the people of Alaska and Hawaii. We would have
wished to join with other delegations, by an affirma­
tive vote, in congratulating the people of Alaska and
Hawaii and in conveying our congratulations to the
Government and people of the United States, who ha'Ve
played so large a part in our deliberations on this
matter both here and in the Fourth Committee.

26. I have explained why we felt it necessary to
abstain on this resolution; none 1the less I wish to
repeat in the warmest possible te]~m!3 our gratifica­
tion at this development, our con~:ratulations to the
people of Alaska and Hawaii'and to the United States,
and our warmest good wishes to thlese people in their
new situation as part of the United States of America.

27. Mr. ESPINOSA Y PRIETO (Mexico) (translated
from Spanish) :My delegation wielhes to explain its
vote on draft resolution vn COn(lerning the trans­
missio!) and examination of information frem Non­
Self~GOy:erning Territories. The resolution which has
j~st been adopted is a very wise and fruitful one.

28. All United Nations resolutions are important.
That which we have just adopted, besides being im...
portant, Is sign1ficant because it settles a pral!>lem
whioh has been debated here for many years.

29. This resolution, in view of the category of ques­
tions to which it belongs, calls for Only a simple
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35. All of us here know that on 12 December 1958,
[789th, meeting] exactly a year ago, when a third
attempt was made to use the two-thirds majority
rule for the purpose of defeating a draft resolution
approved by a large majority in the Fourth Com­
mittee, the delegations of Ghana, Iraq, Liberia, Mo­
rocCO and Mexico checked that attempt by introducing,
in plenary meeting, a draft resolution!/ requesting
the International Court of Justice to give an advisory
opinion on the majority required in votes on matters
coming under Chapter XI of the Charter. Following
the commotion caused' by our simple and logical
rertuest, we were asked that time be given for the
stu~i of our resolution. The representative of Iraq,
on behalf of all the sponsors, willingly agreed that
representatives should have a whole year to consider
our proposal.

36. What has now happened is eminently gratifying.
Instead of continUing to argue, all the delegations
have consulted together extensively, and each party
has shown consideration and respect for the stand­
point of the other. The friendly agreement reached
has resulted in resolution VU, now adopted by the
General Assembly. My delegation is very happy to
express its deep appreciation to tp.e delegations which
made this underst.anding pcssible. '

37. One point in this agreement was the pr(\1>Iso that
the question ot the majority required would not be
brought up in any form when draft resolution vn was
put to a vote. We agreed on the other hand that, after
the vote, each representative would be free to express
his opinion on the subject. The United Kingdom repre­
s~ntative and, before him, the' representative of
Portugal, for both of whom my delegation has the
warmest sympathy and the greatest regard, have
expressed their views. I am now, for my delegation,
doing the same. And I wish to repeat that, if at any
time in the future a diffiCluty arises on this point,
undou1:t..edly the best course for us would be to make
a joint request to the International Court of Justice
for an ~;1~isory opinion.

38. Whether the General Assembly is or is not mas­
ter of its own procedure, whether control of pro­
cedure allows us to deviate from the Charter, and
whether the International Court of Justice Is, or is
not, competent to give us an advisory opinion on
points involving an interpretation of the Charter, are
in my view questions which we should not discuss at
random. They have been fully discusse4 and settled
by the General Assembly.

39. The International Court of Justice has stated
quite positively that, as the principal juridical organ
of the Unitedc.. Nations, it has, among its normal ju.~i""

dical. powers~ .. that "''',giving an interpretation of this
kind. It is \~kJar, however t that representatives are
mainly concerned to know what opinioIi the General
Assembly itself holds on the matt·~·)r.

40. To dispel any doubt on this point, representatives
may refer to resolution 171 A (m, which was origin­
ated by the delegation of Australia and adopted by an
overwhelming majority of the General Assembly on
14 November 1947 [113th meeting]. That resolution,
considering that it was of paramoUl~~' importance for
the interpretation of the United Nations Charter and
the constitutions of the specialized agencies to be

!/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth session,
Annexes. agenda item 36. document A/2594 and Add.l.

based on recognized principles of international law,
and that the International ,Court of Justice was the
principal judicial organ of the United Nations, recom­
mended that organs of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies should, from time to time, re­
view the difficult and important points of law within
the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice
which had arisen in the course of their activities and
involved questions of principle that it was desirable
to hpve settled, inQludiilg points of lawr-elating to the
interpretatto'n of the Charter of the United Nations
or the constitutions of the specialized agencies, and
should refer them to the International CourtofJusttce
for an advisory opinion.
41. It would be well for representatives to study the
speeches which were made in defence of this course
in 1~47 in the Sixth Committee and at the 113th plen­
ary meeting. The wisest and most eloquent state­
ments made in defence of this argument in the Sixth
Committee included that of the UnitedKingdom repre­
sentative.
42. Hesolution VII, which we have just adopted, en­
ables us to make a serious, technical and high-level
study of the principles which should guide Members
in the ehumeration of the Territories coming under
the provisions of Chapter XI of the Charter.

43. Mexico has had the honour of being elected one
of the non-administering Members to serve on the
Committee set up by that resolution. The Mexican
delegation will appoint to that Committee a repre­
sentative who will contribute to its effectiveness mth
comp'lete objectivity, in line with the Charter, and in
accordance with the position which Mexico hus always
taken up in the General Assembly.

44. We shall be pleased to co-operate with the
representatives of India and Morocco-the other non­
administering Members-and with those of the United
Kingdom, the Unitedstates of America and the Nether­
lands. Our task will, we know, be discharged with the
same cordiality and mutual respect that have led. to
our fruitful agreement in the present year.

45. In conclusion, I should like to convey an expres­
sion of our appreciation and high esteem to Mr.
Adnan Pachachi, the permanent representative of
Iraq, whose firm and clear-sighted action has from
the outset guided this issue in the direction that it
has now taken.
46. Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (Fra~~e) (trans':
lated from French): The delegation of France and the
French Community wishes to explain its vote on draft
resolution IX on the cessation of the transmission of
information by the United States in respect ·of Alaska·
and Hawaii.

47. We abstained, not because we have any doubts
as to" the legality of the ce~sation cif information by
the United states on Territories which have become
States, but because we have always maintained that
the United Nations Charter did not authoriz~ theGen­
era! Assembly to take action in the matter. That is
why in cal:.>es where the transmission, 9f 1nfc~mation
.relating to Territories which have become independ-
611t has ceased we have not considered a General·As­
sembly resolution to be Decessary. Having made our
position clear, however, we wish to associate our­
selves with the congratulations extended to the peo­
ples of Alaska and Hawaii who are now members of
the great federation of the United States of America.
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gation voted, and which in operative paragraph 5
mentions the need for transmitting information of
a political character concerning Non.:.8elf-Governing
Territories, a matter which gave rise to passionate
discussion in the Fourth Committee. I would point
out, however, that fortunately the majority of dele­
gations, including those of the Administering Powers,
reallze the absolute necessity of (;applymg informa­
tion of a political character on the Non.:.self-Govern­
ing Territories. They were able to understand, as
a result of the efforts of ~he Mricandelegations
dir.ectly concerned with the problem, that it was
impossible to' take any active interest in the Non­
Self-Governing Territories without facing theirgoliti­
.cal problems and that it· was impossible to fulfil the
great task entrusted to ,~~he Administering Powers by
Chapter XI, Article 73 of the Charter by isolating
economic, social and cultural problems from the
purely political problems which face those peoples
and affect all the secondary aspects of their develop­
ment.

56. My delegation also submitted another draft
resolution on this Bubject which is not among those
approved by the Fourth Committee. It invited the
Administering Powers to submit time-tables for the
attainment of independence not only by Trust Terri­
tories but also by Non-self-Governing Territories.
This resolution gave rise to some interesting dis­
cussior;.:'} in the Fourth Committee on this very central
aspect of the colon~al problem. At the suggestion of
frien~y delegations and after an amendment had been
subn.itted by the delegation of Iraq .,to the text of
resolution YIn. my delegation agreed not to submit
this other draft resolution to the fourteenth session
of the Assembly.

57. Nevertheless my delegation reserves the right
to rai~e the question again at the fifteenth session,
for it feels sure that many. delegations will continue
to St1pport us in the view that the fundamental and the
noblest task which the United Nations can carry out
for Non-self-Governing Territories deprived .of their
liberties is to lay down a limit for their attainment of
independence and to take all the necessary measures
~lf other respects so that that limit may be observed.

58. My delegation was anxious to make that point
clear, but we also take this oppol'tunity of thanking
the Fourth Committee for the positive servioe it has
rendered, as I said before, in promoting the emanci­
pation of the African peoples.

59. We should also like to pay tribute to the spirit
of understanding which had prevailed in general in
the work of t~e Committee and which has helped to
brJdge the gap betwee~ free and under-developed
Mrica and the rest of the'developed world.

60. We strongly appeal to the Administering Powers
in particular to put an end to the violent incidents
resulting fr.om a lack of understanding of the irre­
sistible surge of peoples towards the attainment of
full sovereignty. Certain Administering Powers do
not always show the degree ofunderstandingfequlred,
in fact yesterday [1001st meeting] tm Fov1th (Jom­
mittee had· to deal with the matter of a Non-Self­
Governing r~rritory from which news of the most
dlstressing and disturbing nature had reached us.

61. We should like to repeat in conclusion the ques..
tion stated by President ~kou Tour~ at the spectal
plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 5 No-
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48. Mr. TOUBE (Guinea), (translated from French)~
My delegation wishes to explain its vot~ in fa~our of
draft res'olution VDI adopted this morning.

49. I would recall that a year ago today on 12 De­
cember 1958 the Republic of Guinea was admitted into
the Unit~d Nations as its eighty-second Member. It
is therefore a happy coincidence for us that this As"
semblyshould end on the anniversary of our admis­
sion into the int~rnationalarena and on the day when
important dJraft resolutions have been approved by
the Fourth Clt>nunittee, which may indeed be rega1~ded

as the comnllittee that e~dites the emancipation of
Mrican peoples.

50. The delelgations of Mrlcan countries have always
looked upor-theFourth Committee as an instrument
which .subjects to a full and searching test the under­
standing and brotnerhood between peoples, since the
Fourth Committee concerns itself with one of the
noblest tasks; of the United Natiolif'~, which is to help
the less developed peoples to perfect their economic,
social and politirra1 institutions and to regain their
lost liberty. ThF' \Fourth Committee has a'ways found
a way tC' fulfil '~~a responsibilities, as it has proved
once again by approving some very positive draft
resolutions during this session.

51. My delegation, representing as it does an Mri­
can State, particularly wishes to stress that point,
together with its conviction that the draft resolutions
approved will be of great benefit to the Mrican peo­
ples. We have in mind first of all the resolutions
specifying the date for the attainment of independence
of two Trust Territories, Togoland under French
Administration [resolution 1416 (XIV)] and Somali­
land under Italian Administration [resolution 1418
(XIV)). We,further ~ote the resolutions adopted on the
futu;~ of the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under
United Kingdom Administration, one relating to the
southern part of the Territory [resolution 1352 (X1V)]
and the other to the northern part [resolution 1473
(XIV)]. We also wish to remind the Assembly of the
time-table approved for the attainment of ,independ­
ence by Trust Territories and particularly by Ruanda­
Urundi [resolution 1413 (XIV)].

52. This question of a time-table is a most import­
ant one which delegations will recognize as being the
real problem connected with the emancipatiokl of
dependent peoples. In discussing that problem, either
bere in the Fourth Committee·, or in other United
Nations organs, the conclusion inevitably reached is
that the most effective way of promoting the political
awareness and development of those peoples is to
give them liberty and help them to attain independ­
ence.

53. We should also like to stress the importance of
the draft resolutions approved on technical assist­
ance tOe Trust Territories and to Non-self-Governing
Territories. "

54. Myown delegatioh had the privilege ofpresenting
to the Fourth Committee a draft r~solutionproposing
more, direct participation by the Non-Self-Governing
Territories in the work of the Fourth Committee and
if possible of the United Nations spealalizedagencies,
namely draft resolution VI as amended,approved this
rnorning by a large .ma,jQrity.

55. I should also like to brlng fo the attention of the
Committee draft resolution vm for which my dele-
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delegation still takes the view that no true interpre­
tation can be made of any provision of the Charter
unless the Charter is construed together as an entity..
And therefore we believe that political information
should be transmitted for the Non-self-Governing
Territories. We find that a practical approach to this
problem has been that some of the Administering
Powers have seen fit to transmit political informa­
tion with respect to. these Territories9 for the ulti­
mate objective of Chapter XI is self-government and
independence, as is clearly indicated by Article 73 b.
My delegation .has maintained, and wUl always m3in­
tain, that the objective of Chapter XI is not only to
transmit information of a social, educatia''ilal and
economic nature, but also that of a political nature.
We would like to extend our thanks and congratula­
tions to those administering States who h~ve con­
formed to Article 73 a and b of the Charter and would
like to invite those who have not to adopt this pro­
cedure.

REPORT OF THE FmST COMMITTEE (A/4339)
(continued)

70. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): Con­
sideration of this item was deferred two or three
times during this week and it had beenplalfued to take
it up at the beginning of this meeting, but as the First
Committee was compelled to sit this morning, we
were obliged to make use of the time allotted to that
item. -

71. Mr. ZEINEDDINE (United Arab Republic): I arise
formally to present a motion of procedure, the motion
being to reopen the ~nate on the Algerian question.
I am referring, in part·;.oular, to article 68· of our
rules of procedure and ( 'er articles relevant ill this
caee. ''-".\

I

72. It is not at all. )ly intention, at this late, stage
of our debates. to invite lengthy statements on the
Algerian question. Yet, in order to render our dis­
cussion orderly, and to render orderly the posSibility
of considering the new draft resolution JA/L.276]
submitted to the General Assembly, I felt bound by
the rules of procedure to ask for the reopening of the
debate. It is true that we have only a few hours before
us, but the Algerian question, being a very important
question and one which merits discussion 'in a fina!
effort to find some form of United Nations action
which would be useful and substantial, does call for
the reopening of the debate for a brIef and useful dis- .
cussion.

73. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
shall put to the vote immediately. the propoaal made
by the representative of the United Arab Republic
that we reopen the vote on the question of Algeria.

The proposal was adopted hy 44 votes to 4, with 19
abstentions.
74. Mr. FEKINI (Libya), Rapporteur of the First
Committee (translated from French): I have the
honour to submit to the General Assembly the report
of the First Committee [~/4339] on the examination
of agenda item 59, entitled Question of Algeria.

731

. AGENDA ITEM 59

Quest'on of Algeria (cont;nued)*

"'Resumed from the 852nd tt1eeting.

855th meeting -12 December 1959
_-------------------... J

vember 1959 [837th me~ting]. The problem for Africa
tpday is not to decide whether her peoples are entitled
to their liberty or not, nOr is it to decide whether
or no they shall attain full sovereignty and national
independence. It is to know with whom, that is to say
with whose help, these peoples will gain their liberty
and against whom, if need be, they will have to strug­
gle for that liberty.

62. I would say to the General Assembly thrt Africa
is holding out to the world the hand of brotherly col­
laboration on a basis of equality, of mutual respect
for the domestic institutions af all Sta.tes, and of co­
oPeration, so that the gap between non-developed
nations and highly industrialized nations may dis­
appear for the greater good of humanity in general.

63. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish) : I
wish to remind representatives .that explanations of
vote should be confined to concise statements con­
cerning resolutions which have been adopted. I would
request them to bear this in mind today, particularly
as we are working against time to conclude our work.

64. Miss BROOKS (Liberia): I can assure the Presi­
dent that I shall be quite brief. The representative of
Mexico gave the historical development of the strug­
gle of certain groups of States, when speaking in the
Fourth Committee [971st meeting] on the question of
the principles to be enumerated and which should
guide Members of the United Nations in determining
whether or not an obligation exists to transmit the.
information callt=\d for in Article 73 e of the Charter
of the United Nations.

65. Certain of us here well know what procedural
manoeuvres have been made in the past in order to
defeat the group of States whicb feel that the peoples
who are non-self-governing should be taken care of,
or at least that the United Nations should take an
interest in those peoples. We are happy at this time
that finally we have not had to invoke the two-thirds
majority rule on this question, because those who
opposed the views which we have expounded in the
past found that we had the two-thirds majority-and
more; and therefore if it had come to a vote their
group would have been defeated.

66. But the particular aspect I would like to con­
sider here is the fact that in the fourth Committee we
decided on the membership of the special Committee
on. this basis. We are prepared to be impartial and
would like to have the views of those who are opposed
to the enumeration of those principles in connexion
with such territories.
67. Accordingly three Administering Powers-you
may call them colonial Powers-and three anti­
colonial policy Powers ha:ve been elected to give a
fair ralance of views on this particular aspect.

68. My delegation must reassert the principle that
we cannot accept that any unilateral actf' taken by
constitutional action to embody these !)articular
Territories or the Non-Self-Goverli'ing ·~u.rI"itories,
would justify the plea that they have become an inte­
gral part of a particular country and that the rule of
Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter should be in­
voked.

69. I turn now to draft resolution VIlI. In the Fourth
Committee, my delegation attempted to explain its
view as to the interpretation of Article ~3 e of the
Charter in connexion with Article 73 a and b. My
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80. In an earnest effort to aohieve the closest possi­
ble approxit1.~\atlon to harmony, if not unanimity, the
Afrioan-Asian group of Member States have deoided
to make a substantial revision in the text of their
original draft resolution whioh was ~dopted by the
First Committee by 38 vo~es to 26, with 17 absten­
tions, on 7 Deoember 1959. The revised text, whioh
is to be found in the new draft resolution [A/L.276]
submitted in the name of the Pakistan delegation,
represents a whole-hearted effort on the part of the
Afrioan-Asian nations to go to the fullest possible
extent in respeoting the views of those delegations
whioh were opposed to certain parts of the First
Committee's draft resolution whioh referred to the
scope of the "pourparlers" and the number of parties
which were to take part in them. Furthermore, the
new draft resolution omits the seventh preambular
paragraph of the First Committee's draft resolu­
tion, whioh states " ••• the present situation in Al­
geria oonstitutes a threat to international peace and
seouritytt. It also omits the eighth preambular para­
graph of the draft resolution of the First Committee.

81. I now turn to the substance of the operative part
of the new draft resolution. Paragraph 1 represents
a mere transposition of the fifth preambular para­
graph of the First Committee's draft resolution to a
place in the operative part. The General Assembly
will recall that this paragraph reoeived the over­
whelmipg endorsement of the First Committee on 7
December 1959 in a vote of 61 to 1, with 19 absten­
tions. Paragraph 2 in the operative part of the new
draft rasoluUon omits any reference to two parties
or to the scope or substance of the "pourparlers".
AU that it concerns itself with Is a peaceful solution,
a demooratic solution and a just solution of the Al­
gerian question. As suoh, it is in substance a reitera­
tion of General Assembly resolutions [resolutions
1012 (XI) and 1184 (XIl)] already adopted by the Gen­
eral Assembly in 1957, which have been set forth in
the second and third paragraphs of the preamble of
the new draft resolution. These two paragraphs were
adopted by the First Committee on 7 December 1959
by 59 votes to 4, with 18 abstentions.

82. My delegation does not consider it necessary to
expatiate on the extent to which the members of the
Afrioan-Asian group have yielded ground in the Inter­
ests of compromise ana oonoiliation, which interests
are most important to the United Nations. The text of
the draft resolution submitted by us speaks for itself.
This new draft resolution is intended to help and
oertainly not to hinder the prooess of "rapproche­
ment" between Franoe and Algeria. It should be oon­
sidered, we feel, as an endorsement, u.nd as· an
enoouragement by the Assembly, of the stated inten­
tions of one party and the stated wishes of the other
with regard to a cease-fire in Algeria and self­
determination for the Algerian people. It is our
sincere belief that such endorsement and such en­
couragement would·be to the advantage of France
as well as to Algeria, for it would help to restore
friendly and trustful relations between the two, and
promote a future olose 'relationship based on peace,
justioe, harmony and, d.oove all, mutual oonfidence
and respeot.

83. The fact that the new draft resolution has been
sponsored by Pakistan alone is due solely to the faot
that my oountry is privileged and honoured to act as
Chairman of the African-Asian group, but It has the

-75. The report, distributed on 9 Deoember 1959,
inoludes a draft resol'\lt~on to be submitted to the As­
sembly for adoption. The First Committee has fUlly
disoussed the Algerian question and has examined it
in all its aspeots. The attention of the Committee was
partioularly drawn to reoent developments in the
question. partioularly after the Frenoh statements of
16 September and 10 November and the Algerian
statements of 28 September and of 20 November on
the other, whioh have led to the recognition by both
parties of the right to self-determination as a basis
for the solutiQl\ of the problem. Consequently the pre­
vailing mood in the debates of the First Committee
has been one of hope that the way will soon be open
to a quiok settlement of the Algerian question which
would enable the Algerians to express their wishes
freely on arrangements for their future and would at
the same time restore peaoe in Algeria.
~6. In its preamble the draft resolution recalls
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on the
Algerian question during its eleventh [resolution 1012
(Xl» and twelfth [resolution 1184 (XI!)] sessions and
also Artiole 1, paragraph 2 of the United Nations
Charter. The preamble states that the General As­
sembly recognizes the right of the Algerian peoph) to
self-determination, expresses its deep concern with
the continuanue of hostilities in Algeria and con­
siders that the prese4t situation in Algeria consti­
tutes a threat to international peace and seourity.
Finally the preamble states that the Assembly notes
with satisfaction that the two parties concerned have
accepted the right of self-determination as the basis
for the solution of the Algerian problem. In the only
operative paragraph of the draft resolution the Gen­
eral Assembly urges the two parties ooncerned to
enter into "pourparlers" to determine the conditions
neceS$ar3' for the implementation as eau-Iy as possi­
ble of th(~ right of self-deUrmination of the Algerian
people, ill\cluding conditions for a cease-fire.

77. I ha"e therefore the honour to submit this draft
resolutio~~ which the First Committee ha.s approved,
and the a,doption of whioh it recommends to the Gen­
eral AssElmbly in plenary session.

78. Mr. BAIG (Pakistan): AS delegations are aware,
the Africlan-Asian group of United Nations Members
has been meeting frequently during the past few days
since the adoption by the First Committee ofthe draft
resolution. contained in its report [A/4339]. The pur­
pose of theSe meetings was to find an answer to the
vexing problem of what the United Nations might do
to oontribute to a peaceful solution of the question of
Algeria.
79. We are aU too keenly aware that a certain seg­
ment of opinion believes that the least said or done
at this session with regard to this question the better
it will be. This opinion is strongly opposed to any
kind of resolution being adopted, no matter how
moderat~ or oonciliatory. There is also a seoond
type of opinion which, while not opposed to a moder­
ate and conoiliatory expression on the part of the
General Assembly, considers that it would be unwise
and inopportune to set forth in speoifio terms what
should be the substance of the "pourparlers" to be
held between the parties direotly concerned. This
latter opinion is also opposed to the words "two
parties" occurring in the eighth preambular para­
graph and in the operative part of the draft resolu­
tion adopted by the First Committee.
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95. Now, there are only two operative paragraphs in
the draft resolution under discussion. Operativepara­
graph 1, recognizing the right of the Algerian people
to self-determination, is just the juxtaposition of one
of the preambular paragraphs of the original resolu­
tion which received an overwhelming vote in the First

85. Mr. AMADEO (Argentina) (translated from,
Spanish): During its statement in the debate in the
'First Committee (1073rd meeting], my delegatior..
announced that it would vote forthetwenty-two-Power
draft resolution if the reference to "the two parties"
was deleted, and that it would abstain if those words
were retained. My delegation therefore requested a
sep.-<J'at~ vote on the wQrds in question, and when it
waG decided in the First Committee to retain them
we abstained from voting on the draft resolution as a
whole.
86. We now have before us a new draft resolution
submitted by Pakistan [A/L.276], in which important
changes have been made in the text of the original
twenty-two-Power draft resolution. One oftha changes
made is the deletion my delegation requested inorder
to permit it to vote in favour of the draft resolution.

87. The reason for its decision to abstain having
been removed, the Argentine delegation will now vote
for the draft resolution submitted by Pakistan. In
stating' our intention we wish to stress that our vote
is basedQn Argentina's unwavering support for the
pri~1oiple of self-determination. It would be ver~r

qifficult for us not to vote in favour of ~ draft resolu­
tion whioh is essentially concerned w'ith the affirma­
tion of that principle. My country, which achieved its
independenoe through a process of emancipation, can­
not refuse to others the right to decide on their own
destiny. Our- vote therefore is determined by our
belief in this inalienable right. .

88. Moreover, we shall vote for the draft resolution
because we see nothing in the new version which oan
direotly or indirectly injure the interests or even the
SUflceptibility of France. The links which Argentina
has with that oountry and which we desire to main...
tain and strengthen would prevent us from approving
any text which was offensive to France. But we
believe that the solemn affirmation of a principle
enunciated by the French President himself can not
only be considered as in no way harmful to France,
but Qn the contrary should really be looked upon
as the necessary response of this Assembly to the
declaration of 16 September 1959.

89. The African-Aaian countries undoubtedly made
a great effort of good will in order to accept the
present tl9xt.. If our vote did not take into account
their oonciliatory attitude, a large part of the world
would experience a deep feeling of bitterness and
resentment. It woUld be possible to say with justice
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.support of many delegations represented in the United that the desire for harmony and conciliation receives
~'1atlonB. the sarnewelcome here as stubbornness andintransi-

gence; such a situation would not help the great task
84. There is one additional point which I should like which lies before mankind namely the association of
to make abundantly clear. As far as the Paldstan races and <mltures for th~ welfare and peace of the
delegation is concerned, I must state in the most whole human race. For that reason the vote we are
oategorical terms. and with all the emphasis at my about to take has a historical importance which goes
oommand that our sponsorship and support of the far beyond the specific issue of Algeria
draft resolutions on Algeria are not motivated by any •
feelings against France. We declare from this ros- 90. It is with those considerations in mind that my
truro that we are for France; but we are also for delegation intends to vote today not only for aprin-
self-determination. We are faced with the nec'essity ciple which guides its own country's international
of making a difficult choice between our sentiments policy, but also for a better understanding between
for FrancG and our fidelity to a basic principle which East and the West. May God grant that this under-
has become a moving force of history. We dislike the standing will be furthel"ed by the decision we are
ohoice, but we dare not flinch from making it. In con- now about to take.
clusion, I move that priority be given to the draft 91 U THANT (Burma)' It will be recalled that at the
resolution aubmitted in the name of my delegation' ·

e that recommended by the First Committee 852nd plenary meeting, held on 10 December 1959, I
ov l' • proposed adjournment of the discussion under rule

76 of the rules of procedure, w!th the plea that cer­
tain delegations were working on a moderate, help1u1
and conciliatory draft resolution on agenda item 59.
My delegation felt, and still feels rather strongly,
that our deliberations should be concluded with a
positive contribution to the success of the peaceful
settlement of the Algerian problem which we all
desire.
92. The draft resolution sponsored by Pakistan
[A/L.276] is the result of prolonged and frUitful dis­
cussions, as I have indicated in my brief statement
of 10 Deoember, and it is the considered view qf my
delegation that this draft I'esolution truly reflects the
consensus of opinion prevailing in the General As­
sembly. The implications of this draft resolution
hardly need elaboration. The two previous resolutions
of the General Assembly, that is, resolution 1012
(XI) and resolution 1184 (XII), are recalled. These
two resolutions respectively expressed the hope that
a peaceful, democratic and just solution would be
found through appropriate means in conformity with
the prinoiples of the Charter, and expressed t4e
wish that "pourparlers" be entered into, and other
appropriate meane utilized, with a view to a solution
in conformity with the purposes and prinoiplesof the
Charter.
93. These basic facts constitute the two preambular
paragraphs of the new draft resolution and .-1 would
like to recall that the samepreambular paragraphs
were endorsed by the First Committee on 7 Decem­
bar, by 59 votes to 4. The fourth preamb~ar para­
graph, recalling Article 1, paragraph 2, of the Charter,
has also been adopted in the First Co~ittee,by 59
votes to 3. The last preambular paragraphexpressing
the deep concern with the continuance of hostilities·
in Algeria has also been endorsed by the First Com-.
mittee, by 58 votes to 3.

94. So, it will be noticed. that all the preambular
paragraphs of the draft resolution sponsored by Paki­
stan have been overwhelmingly endo,,"sed by the First
Committee and it is the fervent hope of my ·delegation
that similar endorsement will be accorded to them
by the Assembly.
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The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.

purpose of ending bloodshed in Algeria that suchl
"pourparleI's" be held for establishing peace on the
basis of right and justice.

101. The second reason why we support this draft , '.~.,!

resolution is because we realize that some dis- .~
tinguished delegates outside the African-Asian group :1
who were unable to support the African-Asian draft ;1
resolution in the First Committee wanted sincerelY:l
to contribute to the efforts of achieving a peaceful;.!
solution to the Algerian problem through a resolu- 'kl
tion acceptable to all paIiies. They suggested that a ~ . ~{
conciliatory draft r(~solutionwoulCl enable them to do .i
so. We feel that the new draft resolution will accomo- ',I
date these non-Arab delegations so that they could :~
cast their vote in the affirmative.J

'II
102. Thirdly, we believe that through its inaction the;!
United Nations will weaken its prestige and effective- <':
ness. We therefore find it necessary to come out of :i

the debate on the Algerian question with a resolution :1
which will express the concern of the General As- I
sembly and assist in the effortp. t~wards peace in:

1
M~~ I

:1

103. Fourthly, we hope that those who opposed the ;1,'

African-Asian resolution in the First Committee will ;
be in a position today t in view of the mild terms of i

ithe new draft reSOlution, to take a favourable stand )
and manifest an attitude of co-operation. The major
responsibilities which some of them assume in world
affairs are not expected to fall short of supporting
the cause of peace in the Arab homeland and particu­
larly in a problem so grave and serious as the one
with which we are dealing t'.)day. It is for the sake of
the lofty principles in the establishment of which
these Member states had shared that we appeal to
them to help in the adoption of a fair resolution by
this Assembly. It is for securing peace in our area
and maintaining harmony and jriendship in inter­
national relations that we ask\them to take a con­
structive attitude towards the situation in Algeria.
Our meeting today is of partiCUlar importance-it will
determine whether the Members of the United Nations
are capable of contributing to peace in the world or
whether they will stand indifferent to a tragic war
which has already claimed one million victims. Every
vote today will carry with it a great responsibility to
history and mankind. If it is in the negative, it will
serve to prolong war and tolerate suffering. If it is
in the affirmative, it will help to spare so many hu­
man lives and prevent further destruction.

104. We earnt)stly hope that the Pakistan draft reso­
lution will be ,lldopted by an overwhelming majority
and that it will not face the same difficulties which
the African-As~an resolution faced in the First Com­
mittee. If, however, it fails to be adopted, it will still
be heartening to us to know that it has been supported
by Members who rise to defend the cause of right
under all cilrcumstances, and the old proverb will
always stand true: right is its own support.
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Committee with 61 votes for and only 1 against. There
is no reason to believe that the result of todayis vote
on this paragraph will be otherwise.

96. Operative paragraph 2 reflects a genuine attempt
on the part of the sponsor and its supporters to see
the holding of. "pourparlers" between the parties
directly concerned with a view to arriving at ,A. peace­
ful solution on the basis of the right to self-determi­
nation which has been already endorsed by the First
Committee. It is therefore crystal clear that no new
element besides the approved provisions has been
introduced in the new draft before this Assembly,
and I would appeal to the Assembly to give similar
endorsement to this new draft resolution.

97. In the course of discussions in the First Com­
mlttee some delegations have argued that the passage
of a resolution would retard and complicate the pro-

.posed discussions which the French Government was
ready to enter into. let me assure the Assembly that
my delegation would'be the first to advocate, even the
non-inscription of the Algerian item in the agenda
of the next session, much less to discuss or pass
resolutions if the circumstances do not warrant such
inscription. It is certainly the fervent hope of my
delegation that the necessity for the inscription of the
Algerian item will not arise next year. Such a state
of affairs will take place only if necessary steps
are taken now in line with the provisions of the
draft resolution under discussion. The Assembly's
endorsement of this draft resolution will certainly
pave the way to fruitful negotiations between the
parties directly concerned, with the inevitable result
that there will be no need for any of the delegations
to attempt to inscribe the Algerian it5m in the subse­
quent sessions of the General Assembly.

98. let me in conclusion appeal particularly to those
delegations which hold the view that no resolution is
called for, to ponder once more. The passage of this
very helpful and conciliatory resolution, and the early
and earnest implementation of the terms of this draft
resolution alone can once and for all shut the doors
of the United Nations to the very distressing item of
Algeria. To achieve this objective my delegation will
vote in favour of the draft resolution.

99. Mr. RIFA'I (Jordan): The Jordan delegation does
not intend to make a long statement. I only take the
floor to explain the position of my delegation on the
draft resolution sponsored by Pakistan, and submitted
to the General Assembly [A/L.276]. My delegation
will vote for this draft resolution. We take this stand
because of the folIowing reasons.

100. First, the draft resolution in operative para­
graph 1 recognizes the right of the Algerian people
to self-determination and allows of no ambiguity in
the recognition of this right to the Algerian people.
In operative paragraph 2 the draft resolution urges
the holding of "pourparlers" with a view to arriving
at a peaceful solution on the basis ofthe right of self­
determination. My delegation, among many others,
believes that in the present developments of the Al­
gerian problem it is essentially important for the




