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AGENDA ITEM 1

, Opening of the ninth session of the General
Assembly

1. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I declare open
the ninth regular session of the General Assembly of
the United Nations. .

AGENDA ITEM 2

Minute of silent prayer or meditation

2. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: In accordance
with rule 64 of the rules of procedure, I invite the rep-

473rd
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New York

resentatives to stand and to observe one minute of
silence dedicated to prayer or meditation.

The representatives stood in sUence.

A.ddress by Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, President
01 the eighth session 01 the General A.ssembly

3. The TEMPORARY PRESiDENT: Though the
history of the United Nations is short, we have de­
veloped some traditions and customs. One such custom
is that I should open this new session with a brief
statement.
4. In doing so, I wish to strike a note of hope: that
this gathering, undaunted by the heavy tasks and re­
sponsibilities confronting it, will in its collective wisdom
be able to seize and develop every opportunity that
presents .itself to promote the cause of peace and in­
ternational understanding which is the reason for its
existence.
5. None of us here will underestimate the difficulties;
but, equally, none of us is unaware of the intense
yearning of mankind for a break in the clouds that have
for too long overshadowed the world.
6. The thought of the millions whose..desire is for peace
and security will bea spur, if one were needed, for us
here to be patient and persevering, to draw strenglh
and faith from the intensity of the support and goodwill
that is rightly accorded the United Nations.
7. The success of the negotiations that !brought about
the end of the war in Indo-China was a demonstration
of how the most difficult and menacing conflicts can be
halted by the process of negotiation. True those negotia­
tions were not directly handled by the United Nations..
That need not minimize in any way our rejoicing that
the fighting was stopped and, with it, the grim cost of

.casualties and the continuing danger of still greater con­
, flagration.

8. This great event of the current year was an applica,..
tion of United Nations methods for the advancement
of United Nations purposes, and we should not cavil
:that, in this instance, the nations concerned chose to·
act technically outside the United Nations.

The printed official records of the General Assembly are published in fascicule
form, the record of each. meeting being issued separately. In order that the fasciwles
l1Wy subsequently be bound in volulnes by organ and session, the pagination is
continuous throughout each series of records of a s.ingle body. At the end of the
session, a prefatory fasciwle is issued for each series, containing a table of contmts,
list of members, agenda, and other prefatory matter.

After the close of the sessi01~, collated sets of fascicules will be placed on
sale to the general pl~bZic.
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Question of the representation of China in the
United Nations

19. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): On !behalf of
the USSR delegation, I should like to welcome our
Temporary President and to thank her for the heart­
felt words she has addressed to this session of the Gen­
eral Assembly. May I at the same time, on behalf of
the Soviet Union, welcome the representatives to ,the
ninth session of the General Assembly and wish the
General Assembly success in its efforts to solve the
important questions before it. \
20. . As Mrs. Pandit has rightly noted, the opening,
of this session comes at a time when some relaxation
of tension in international relations has become ap­
parent. There can be no doubt that this is due in
large part to the Berlin Conference of the four Foreign
M~n~sters and to the ~eneva Conference ?f the ~oreign I
MImsters of the Umted States, the Umted Kmgdom, I

France, the Soviet Union, and ,the Chinese People's)
Republic-which took its rightful place among the great
Powers--as well.as representatives of other interested
countries.
21. I feel I must dwell on this question before the
General Assembly begins its substantive work, as I
attach particular importance to the facts I am about
to present.
22. •There is no denying that the Geneva Conference'
did much to relax international tension-an end has
been put to a disastrous war which had lasted almost
eight years, and peace has been restored in Indo-China,
In addition, the Geneva Conference confirmed the fact '
that the great Chinese people is called upon to play,
an important part in the settlement of intern~ti~naI,
controversies. The Conference confirmed the prmclple
defended by the Soviet Union and a number of other
countries: that it is impossible to solve vital questions
relating 1:'0 the maintenance of international peace and
security without the par~icipation of one of the great
Powers, the Chinese People's Republic.
23. It is now generally recognized that the Chinese
People's Republic made a valuable contribution to
the Geneva Conference. Everyone is aware of the ndble
initiative of the Central People's Government of th:
People's Republic of China and of the Governmell
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, sup'
ported by the Soviet Union, in bringing about the cease' .
fire in Korea and the signing of the cease-fire agr~e- t
ment. The negotiations between the Premier and ChaIr­
man of the State Governmental Council of the Chinese
People's Republic, Mr. Chou En-Iai, and the
Minister of India, Mr. Nehru, in July of this year,
also the negotiations between Mr. Chou En-Iai

fidence in its strength, and conviction of its indis­
pensability as an hIstrument for the attainment of
security and progress in a world of law.

AGENDA ITEM 3

Appointment of a Credentials Committee

17. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: The ap­
pointment of a Credentials Committee is provided for
in rule 28 of our rules of procedure.
18. I call on the representative of the Soviet Union
on a point of order.

General Assembly-Ninth Session-Plenary Meetings2

9. This does not mean, however, that we should en­
courage neglect of the machinery which we have patient­
ly built up and which has proved its worth in the solu­
tion of other major problems. Machinery, in order to
be useful, must be kept running. If allowed to remain
idle it deteriorates. The same applies to political
machinery for peace which we have fashioned out of
our collective experience and aspirations.

10. So, within the framework of our Charter, we
must continue, step by patient step, to reconcile what
differences may still divide us, and to work in fullest
harmony on those vital tasks in which the interest of
all humanity is one: the elimination of co~mon enemies
in the shape of hunger, disease, illiteracy, and sub­
standard living conditions.

11. On the long agenda now confronting us are
several questions that we have grappled with before.
The fact that final solutions have eluded us in the past
must not discourage us. History is a continuous process,
and we must recognize and accept the fact .that the
United Nations will continue to have problems to
cope with, some old, some new. Let us face them with
the conviction that here is another chance to advance
towards agreement, or at least to narrow the area of
existing disagreements. The world expects nothing less
from us and it is the responsihility which all Member
nations accepted as. part of their Charter obligations.
12. .The problems confronting the Organization are
part and parcel of the troubled times in which we live,
:a reflection of our world which, while still recovering
lrom the disruption and destruction of global war, has
to face new, pressing problems. Some of these spring
:'from human progress itself such as the emergence into
:national sovereignty of hitherto dependent peoples,
'and in the vast advances of atomi!; science and tech­
nology which, unfortunately, still outstrip man's ability
to devise an all-embracing international agreement
under which these advances can be directed solely to
peaceful purposes. . '
13. To have been President of the General Assembly
is not only a great· honour of which I am deeply cOn­
scious and appreciative, it also is a vantage point from
which the over-all work of an Assembly can be accu­
rately gauged.
14. Sometimes it happens that an attempt is made
to compute the Assembly's labours rnathematically­
so many meetings held, so many agenda items dealt
with, so many words spoken. I prefer to think of the
Assembly in terms of positions clarified, misunder­
standings removed, of principles established, of agree­
ments reached. Only the exchange of ideas can bring
these about, and the process is no less valuable because
it entails the risk of revealing differences.
15. The United Nations has done much in many
fields to vindicate the hopes of its founders and to
justify the supP?rt of th~ peoples in. who~e name its
Charter was wntten. It IS not my mtentIOn now to
elaborate on the record. But we can say--even if the
pressure of event~ did not de:nand it:--that, by the·
results already achIeved, the Umted NatIons has earned
the right to continue.
16. It is my earnest hope, as I know it is yours, that
these coming weeks of deliberations may mark out the
ninth regular session of the Gene:al Assembly. as one
from which Governments and theIr peoples WIll draw
renewed faith in the spirit of the Organization, con-
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Question of the representation of China in the
United Nations

19. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): On !behalf of
the USSR delegation, I should like to welcome our
Temporary President and to thank her for the heart­
felt words she has addressed to this session of the Gen­
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the Soviet Union, welcome the representatives to ,the
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Republic of its legitimate right to occupy its seat in
the United Nations.
31. A number of leading statesmen in various coun­
tries, including the United Kingdom, India, Pakistan,
Norway, Denmark, Iceland and Sweden, have spoken
in favour of restoring to the Chinese People's Republic
its legitimate rights in the United Nations. All this
shows that the great masses in all countries realize
both how important it is that the Chinese People's
Republic should take part in international affairs, and
that the United Nations cannot be regarded as an
international organization of any authority so long
as one of the great Powers-the Chinese People's
Republic-is excluded from participation in its work
32. There can be no doubt that the question of
restoring to the Chinese People's Republic its legiti­
mate rights in the United Nations would have been
solved satisfactorily long ago, had not one of the great
Powers-the United States-opposed such a solution
under all sorts of pretexts politically, legally and morally
untenable. The United States even refuses to take into
account the fact that close to twenty-five States have
established ot are in the process of establishing diplo­
matic relations with the People's Republic of China.
33. We are deeply convinced that such a policy, which
disregards the national interests of the Asian peoples,
is doomed to failure, the usual fate of those who are
unwilling to take into account the course of historical
events. It is the duty of all peace-loving peoples to
remove the obstacles that stand in the way of the
People's Republic of China taking its rightful place
in the United N3.Jtions and participating in this Organi­
zation's work, a work which cannot be successful until
the Chinese People's Republic takes part in it on terms
of full equality with other sovereign States.
34. In view of these considerations, the USSR dele­
gation proposes the immediate adoption of the follow­
ing draft resolution [A/L.176]:

((The General Assembly
"Considers it necessary that representatives of the

People's Republic of China, appointed by the CenJtral
People's Government, should take the rightful seat
of China in the General Assembly and in other organs
of the United Nations."

35. The USSR delegation deems it its duty to draw
th.e particular attention of the General Assembly to
the fact that any further delay in the solution of this
question is bound to do serious harm to the interna­
tional authority of the United N:ations and to the main­
tenance of peace and security throughout the world.
36. The USSR delegation hopes that the question of
the restoration of the rights of the Chinese people in
the United Nations will be settled in the affirmative
at the present session, without any further delay.
37. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the United States, ,to speak on
this question.
38.. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): Let
me first of all express, on behalf of the United States,
appreciation for thestatesmanlike address with which
the Temporary President has just favoured us and let
me say, too, that we take great satisfaction in the
way she has conducted herself as President of the
General Assembly during the session just ending.
39. Let me al~o, as representative of the host country,
extend a cordIal welcome to the representatives and

the Prime Minister of Burma, U Nu, show that these
great Asian Powers have arrived at a mutual under­
standing as regards their joint efforts to strengthen
the peace in south-east Asia and in the world.
24. At this session, the General Assembly faces im­
portant problems, the solution of which is awaited
by all the peoples of the world. Our Temporary Presi­
dent, Mrs. Pandit, was again quite right to emphasize
this point.
25. Our Charter requires the United Nations to per­
form its functions in conformity with the principles
of justice and international law, to develop friendly
relations among nations and to act as a central organ
so that they may concert their efforts and achieve com­
mOn aims.
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people for the building of a new life, where the people's
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ernment and is also helping to strengthen international
relations on a basis of friendly co-operation,defence
of the peace, and maintenance of international security.
28. Is it not paradoxical that the United Nations,
which claims to be an international organization engaged
in strengthening the bonds of friendship among nations,
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untenable. The United States even refuses to take into
account the fact that close to twenty-five States have
established or are in the process of establishing diplo­
matic relations with the People's Republic of China.
33. We are deeply convinced that such a policy, which
disregards the national interests of the Asian peoples,
is doomed to failure, the usual fate of those who are
unwilling to take into account the course of historical
events. It is the duty of all peace-loving peoples to
remove the obstacles that stand in the way of the
People's Republic of China taking its rightful place
in the United N3.Jtions and participating in this Organi­
zation's work, a work which cannot be successful until
the Chinese People's Republic takes part in it on terms
of full equality with other sovereign States.
34. In view of these considerations, the USSR dele­
gation proposes the immediate adoption of the follow­
ing draft resolution [A/L.176]:

((The General Assembly
"Considers it necessary that representatives of the

People's Republic of China, appointed by the CenJtral
People's Government, should take the rightful seat
of China in the General Assembly and in other organs
of the United Nations."

35. The USSR delegation deems it its duty to draw
th.e particular attention of the General Assembly to
the fact that any further delay in the solution of this
question is bound to do serious harm to the interna­
tional authority of the United N:ations and to the main­
tenance of peace and security throughout the world.
36. The USSR delegation hopes that the question of
the restoration of the rights of the Chinese people in
the United Nations will be settled in the affirmative
at the present session, without any further delay.
37. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the United States, ,to speak on
this question.
38. .Mr. LODGE (United States of America): Let
me first of all express, on behalf of the United States,
appreciation for thestatesmanlike address with which
the Temporary President has just favoured us and let
me say, too, that we take great satisfaction in the
way she has conducted herself as President of the
General Assembly during the session just ending.
39. Let me al~o, as representative of the host country,
extend a cordial welcome to the representatives and
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the alternates, expressing the hope that their stay here
will be fruitful and enjoyable.
40. For reasons which are well known, the United
State$ will not engage in a discussion of the substance
of the question that has been raised by the repre­
sentative of the Soviet Union. Instead we will make
the following motion [A/L.177] :

"The General Assembly
"Decides not to consider, at its ninth regular

session during the current year, any proposals to
exclude the representatives of the Government of
the Republic of China or to seat representatives
of the Central People's Government of the People's
Republic of China."

41. Logically, this motion takes precedence over the
Soviet Union proposal, and therefore I ask that rule
93 of the rules of. procedure be invoked. This rule
reads as follows:

"If two or more proposals relate to the same
question, the General Assembly shall, unless it de­
cides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order
in ,which they have been submitted. The General
Assembly may, after each vote on a proposal, decide
whether to vote on the next proposal."

42. That rule, you will observe, gives the Assembly
the power to decide questions of precedence, and I
accordingly ask the Assembly to decide to put my
motion to the vote first; and then I will ask for a vote
on the motion itself. I therefore ask the President to
put the following proposal to the Assembly:

"The General Assembly
"Decides to consider first the motion just offered

by the representative of the United States."
43. Then, after that motion has been voted on, it
would be in order to vote on the .substantive proposal
which I have made.
44. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of China to speak on this question.
45. Mr. YEH (China): In the past four years,
repeated ClJttempts have been made to alter the status
of China's representation in the various organs of the
United Nations and in the specialized agencies, and all
attempts, as it will be recalled, were defeated. It has
become a familiar pattern of procedural manoeuvre
by which the Soviet bloc seeks to bring about a col­
lective recognition of the fruits of its aggression and
to undermine the very foundation of the United Na­
tions. I am sure that it will not be necessary for me
to reiterate before this Assembly the many reasons
which militate against the admission of the Peiping
Communist regime into this international body.
46. I must, however, remind this Assembly that this
puppet regime is but the creation of Soviet conspiracy
and subversion in China in connexion with which the
Assembly at its sixth session already took cognizance
of the fact that the Soviet Union had acted in violation
of its treaty obligations to my Government. This regime
was imposed upon the people on the Chinese main­
land by the use of force and has since maintained its
power by a reign of terror in which over 15 million
people have been liquidated and over 25 million peo­
ple have been impressed into slave labour. It is a
regime that has' been repudiated not only by 80 per
cent-I repeat, by 80 per cent--of the prisoners of
war who once fought in its camp in Korea, 'but also

by 13 million Chinese Nationalists overseas, a vast consider
number of whom reside in territories whose l;rOvern- efforts 1
~e.nts, for reasons of expedience, accorded it recog- national
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the United Nations and which has since faithfully ful-
filled all its international obligations as a loyal Member 58. Sin
of the United Nations and of other internationalhodies. consolidcimportan
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54. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on pIe's Rep
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jrMn Russian): The proposal of the Soviet Union f rgalllzat
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the alternates, expressing the hope that their stay here
will be fruitful and enjoyable.
40. For reasons which are well known, the United
States will not engage in a discussion of the substance
of the question that has been raised by the repre­
sentative of the Soviet Union. Instead we will make
the following motion [A/L.177] :

"The General Assembly
"Decides not to consider, at its ninth regular

session during the current year, any proposals to
exclude the representatives of the Government of
the Republic of China or to seat representatives
of the Central People's Government of the People's
Republic of China."

41. Logically, this motion takes precedence over the
Soviet Union proposal, and therefore I ask that rule
93 of the rules of procedure be invoked. This rule
reads as follows:

"If two or more proposals relate to the same
question, the General Assembly shall, unless it de­
cides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order
in ,which they have been submitted. The General
Assembly may, after each vote on a proposal, decide
whether to vote on the next proposal."

42. That rule, you will observe, gives the Assembly
the power to decide questions of precedence, and I
accordingly ask the Assembly to decide to put my
motion to the vote first; and then I will ask for a vote
on the motion itself. I therefore ask the President to
put the following proposal to. the Assembly:

"The General Assembly
"Decides to consider first the motion just offered

by the representative of the United States."
43. Then, after that motion has been voted on, it
would be in order to vote on the substantive proposal
which I have made.
44. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of China to speak on this question.
45. Mr. YEH (China): In the past four years,
repeated attempts have been made to alter the status
of China's representation in the various organs of the
United Nations and in the specialized agencies, and all
attempts, as it will be recalled, were defeated. It has
become a familiar pattern of procedural manoeuvre
by which the Soviet bloc seeks to bring about a col­
lective recognition of the fruits of its aggression and
to undermine the very foundation of the United Na­
tions. I am sure that it will not be necessary for me
to reiterate before this Assembly the many reasons
which militate against the admission of the Peiping
Communist regime into this international body.
46. I must, however, remind this Assembly that this
puppet regime is but the creation of Soviet conspiracy
and subversion in China in connexion with which the
Assembly at its sixth session already took cognizance
of the fact that the Soviet Union had acted in violation
of its treaty obligations to my Government. This regime
was imposed upon the people on the Chinese main­
land by the use of force and has since maintained its
power by a reign of terror in which over 15 million
people have been liquidated and over 25 million peo­
ple have been impressed into slave labour. It is a
regime that has' been repudiated not only by 80 per
cent-I repeat, by 80 per cent--of the prisoners of
war who once fought in its camp in Korea, but also

by 13 million Chinese Nationalists overseas, a vast
number of whom reside in territories whose l;rOvern­
ments, for reasons of expedience, accorded it recog­
nition.
47. Above all, it is a regime that has been engaged
in open aggression in Korea and in armed hostility
against the United Nations, and is continuing to pur­
sue its aggressive designs in Indo-China and other
parts of south-east Asia.
48. To admit such a regime into the United Nations
would be for all of us here to condone and to abet
aggression in disregard of the purposes and principles
of the United Nations.
49. The question has also been raised as to whether
my delegation is the rightful representative of China.
I do not propose to enter into a discussion of the
political and constitutional aspects of the question,
which my delegaJtion has on many occasions in the past
outlined to this Assembly. I must again remind the
Assembly, however, that my Government is the same
Government which fought on the side of the democracies
against the forces of aggression in the Second World
War, which took an active part in the founding of
the United Nations and which has since faithfully ful­
filled all its international obligations as a loyal Member
of the United Nations and of other international bodies.

50. Today my Government in Taiwan stands asa
beacon of hope for the voiceless millions of Chinese
under communist tyranny who want to be free. It is
to my Government. that the 13 million Chinese over­
seas who are free to declare their intentions have
reaffirmed their allegiance, and it is to the territories
of Free China that the 14,000 former Communist
prisoners of war in Korea have chosen toberepa­
triated; and they made that choice at the risk of their
own lives and the lives of those loved ones they had
left behind.
51. . The right of my .Government to represent China
is undeniable unless all the nations represented here
are prepared .to repudiate the principles upon which
the Charter was founded and to give aid andcomf()rt
to the aggressors.
52. It is strange that the Soviet Union should have
been the party to propose to unseat my Government­
as they have done on so many occasions in the past-for

.the Soviet Union and its satellites are the very Mem-
, bers.of the United ~ations who hav~ themselves amply I

quahfied fOr'expulslOn from the Umted Nations under.
Article 6 of the Charter.
53. I am glad that the delegation of the United States
has submitted a motion not to consider the question
of China's representation. If the principles of the
Oharter are to be upheld, the proposal of the Soviet
Union should be ignored not only at this session of the
Assembly, but also at all future sessions.
54. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of Poland to speak on this question.
55. Mr. SKRZESZEWSKI (Poland) (translated
from Russian): The proposal of the Soviet Union
delegation [A/L.176] on the admission of the People's
Republic of China to the United Nations and the canse',
quent restoration to the Chinese people of its rightful
place in the life and activities of our Organization
highly important and should be discussed in all its
pects, since the correct solution of the problem may
only influence the work of this session, but may
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problems is unthinkable without the participation of
the great People's Republic of China, an Asian power
representing 600 million people. From the point 6f
view of the principles of the Charter, the People's
Republic of China, as a great Power, is faced with
especially important tasks in connexion with the main­
tenance of international peace and security. All the
activities of the People's Republic of China in the
international sphere offer sufficient evidence of the
fact that China is willing and able to undertake and
carry out the obligations arising from its status as a
great Power. We all remember how, relatively recently,
the Korean War not only complicated international
relations, but created a serious threat to world peace.
The peaceful initiative of the People's Republic of
China and the Korean People's Democratic Republic,
actively supported by the Soviet Union and all peace­
loving peoples, made it possible to put an end to
military action and to conclude an armistice.

63. At the Geneva Conference, the People's Republic
of China made a decisive contribution to the cause
of the peaceful settlement of the Indo-Chinese conflict.
With its help, lndo-China ceased to be a hotbed of
war threatening international relations. As was noted
at the Geneva Conference, the position of the peace­
loving Government of China-the Feople's Republic
of China-which sought compromises and spared no
efforts to achieve the peaceful setlement of the lndo­
Chinese problem, contrasted sharply with the position
of. the Government of the United States, which both
before and during the Geneva Conference endeavoured
to prolong and extend the conflict in Indo-China, and
even to draw other peoples into that war.
64. I should also like to remind you that the Peo­
ple's Republic of China not only helped to put an
end to the war in Korea and Indo-China but, by its
relations with. other Asian countries, especially with
its neighbour India, set an example of friendly and
peaceful relations between States with different social
structures, ~:m the basis of mutual respect for sover­
eignty and equality, and of non-interference in their
internal affairs.

65. The events of recent years have fully confirmed
the fact that the settlement of the most important inter­
national problems is unthinkable without the partici-

,.pation of the People's Republic of China. This has
been fully acknowledged by the Western Powers which
took part in the Berlin Conference of Foreign Min­
isters, which decided unanimously to convene the Con­
ference at Geneva, where the status of the People's
Republic of China as a great Power was wholly and

"incontrovertibly acknowledged.

66. The United Nations should follow the path traced
by the decision of the Foreign Ministers at Berlin.
The peoples are growing more and more conscious of
the fact that a situation in which the great Chinese
people is deprived of representation in the United
Nations and of an opportunity to take part in its
work is unhealthy and contrary to the principles of
international law. Even among American politicians,
demands for the settlement of this unhealthy situation
are becoming ever more frequent.
67. The United States representative does not wish
to allow an open debate to develop because he realizes
that it will be much more difficult to defend the United
States position on this question at this session than
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considerably advance the success of our Organization's
efforts to settle certain difficult and complicated inter­
national problems.
56. The United States proposal [A/L.177] to sus­
pend and postpone the debate and thus to maintain
the abnormal position in which the Chinese people is
deprived of representation in our Organization is not
prompted by concern for the success of the work of
the United Nations or by the wish to strengthen friendly
co-operation among nations. The Government of the
United States regards the question of the representa­
tion of China, on the one hand, as an instrument for
interference in the internal affairs of the Chinese State,
and, on the other hand, as a tool with which to try
to weaken our Organization, to paralyse its capacity
for constructive action, and thus to use it to achieve
the political aims of the United States.
57. Five years ago, on 1 October 1949, the Central
People's Government was set up in China, which ever
since has been the only representative of the sover­
eignty of the Chinese people in its relations with other
Governments and with all the international organiza­
tions in which China participates.
58. Since then, the Central People's Government has
consolidated its power, has carried out a number of
important political, economic and social reforms and
has held elections to local and national government
organs.
59. It is ohvious that, so far as the United Nations
is concerned, this is the only C:JOvernment which, through
its representatives, can undertake obligaJl:ions on behalf
of the Chinese people and the Chinese State, and that
only that Government is in a position to fulfil those
obligations.
60. To go on maintaining the fiction that China's
place in our Organization should be occupied by the
del~gationof the Kuomintang group is paradoxical.
ThIS group .represents merely a handful of political
bankrupts, whose existence depends on support from
American armed forces and the United States treas­
ury. The Kuomintang group has made no contribution
to the work of the United Nations. It has merely

lould have been an obedient tool in the hands of others and,
ernment- apart from participation in incitement to war and
~ past-for obedient voting in the United Nations for the pro­
"ery Mem- po~als of its masters, has played no part in our Organi­
Ives amply zahon: Today's statement by the Kuomintang repre­
ions under. ?entabve has borne this out. This group has also shown

ltse!f to be an enemy of peace by its piratical activities
ited States a~~nst peaceful vessels and its attacks on the .merchant
e question pIPS of many countries, including my own country,
les of the. f ol~nd. I t has discredited itself as .the agent of a
the soviet '1'. orelgn State, which is striving towards the enslave­
.sion of the 1l1ent of its people by alien forces.

6:., The absence of the representatives of the Peo­
pes. Republic of China in the United Nations has
cO~slderably intensified the crisis which our Org:mi­
zOahon is undergoing; it has made it difficult for the

rga' .f Ulzabon to carry out its. tasks and to take action
thrt the relaxation of international tension. The fact
of\~~e problem of the correct and just representation
th In': has not been solved has served to lengthen
fuf war 10 Korea and is now impeding the final peace­
6 settlement of the Korean question.
2. In the light of recent history, it is clear to all
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considerably advance the success of our Organization's
efforts to settle certain difficult and complicated inter­
national problems.
56. The United States proposal [A/L.177] to sus­
pend and postpone the debate and thus to maintain
the abnormal position in which the Chinese people is
deprived of representation in our Organization is not
prompted by concern for the success of the work of
the United Nations or by the wish to strengthen friendly
co-operation among nations. The Government of the
United States regards the question of the representa­
tion of China, on the one hand, as an instrument for
interference in the internal affairs of the Chinese State,
and, on the other hand, as a tool with which to try
to weaken our Organization, to paralyse its capacity
for constructive action, and thus to use it to achieve
the political aims of the United States.
57. Five years ago, on 1 October 1949, the Central
People's Government was set up in China, which ever
since has been the only representative of the sover­
eignty of the Chinese people in its relations with other
Governments and with all the international organizl:\.­
Bons in which China participates.
58. Since then, the Central People's Government has
consolidated its power, has carried out a number of
important political, economic and social reforms and
has held elections to local and national government
organs.
59. It is obvious that, so far as the United Nations
is concerned, this is the only C:JOvernment which, through
its representatives, can undertake obligaJl:ions on behalf
of the Chinese people and the Chinese State, and that
only that Government is in a position to fulfil those
obligations.
60. To go on maintaining the fiction that China's
place in our Organization should be occupied by the
del~gationof the Kuomintang group is paradoxical.
ThIS group .represents merely a handful of political
bankrupts, whose existence depends on support from
American armed forces and the United States treas­
ury. The Kuomintang group has made no contribution
to the work of the United Nations. It has merely
been an obedient tool in the hands of others and,
apart from participation in incitement to war and
obedient voting in the United Nations for the pro­
po~als of its masters, has played no part in our Organi­
zatIon. Today's statement by the Kuomintang repre-

• ?entative has borne this out. This group has also shown
ltse~f to be an enemy of peace by its piratical activities
a~~nst peaceful vessels and its attacks on the .merchant
SIpS of many countries, including my own country,

:. rOI~nd. It has discredited itself as the agent of a
: :1· orelgn ~tate, which is. striving towards the enslave­
:. 1l1ent of ItS people by alien forces.

6:., The absence of the representatives of the Pea­
I pes. Republic of China in the United Nations has

cO~slderably intensified the crisis which our Org:mi­
zOahon is undergoing; it has made it difficult for the

rga' .f Ulzahon to carry out its. tasks and to take action
thr t the relaxation of international tension. The fact
of\~~e problem of the correct and just representation
th 1O~ has not been solved has served to lengthen
fuf war 1U Korea and is now impeding the final peace­
6 settlement of the Korean question.
2. In the light of recent history, it is clear to all

the settlement of the most important international

problems is unthinkable without the participation of
the great People's Republic of China, an Asian power
representing 600 million people. From the point 6f
view of the principles of the Charter, the People's
Republic of China, as a great Power, is faced with
especially important tasks in connexion with the main­
tenance of international peace and security. All the
activities of the People's Republic of China in the
international sphere offer sufficient evidence of the
fact that China is willing and able to undertake and
carry out the obligations arising from its status as a
great Power. We all remember how, relatively recently,
the Korean War not only complicated international
relations, but created a serious threat to world peace.
The peaceful initiative of the People's Republic of
China and the Korean People's Democratic Republic,
actively supported by the Soviet Union and all peace­
loving peoples, made it possible to put an end to
military action and to conclude an armistice.
63. At the Geneva Conference, the People's Republic
of China made a decisive contribution to the cause
of the peaceful settlement of the Indo-Chinese conflict.
With its help, lndo-China ceased to be a hotbed of
war threatening international relations. As was noted
at the Geneva Conference, the position of the peace­
loving Government of China-the People's Republic
of China-which sought compromises and spared no
efforts to achieve the peaceful setlement of the lndo­
Chinese problem, contrasted sharply with the position
of the Government of the United States, which both
before and during the Geneva Conference endeavoured
to prolong and extend the conflict in Indo-China, and
even to draw other peoples into that war.
64. I should also like to remind you that the Peo­
ple's Republic of China not only helped to put an
end to the war in Korea and Indo-China but, by its
relations with other Asian countries, especially with
its neighbour India, set an example of friendly and
peaceful relations between States with different social
structures, ~:m the basis of mutual respect for sover­
eignty and equality, and of non-interference in their
internal affairs.
65. The events of recent years have fully confirmed
the fact that the settlement of the most important inter­
national problems is unthinkable without the partici-

,.pation of the People's Republic of China. This has
been fully acknowledged by the Western Powers which
took part in the Berlin Conference of Foreign Min­
isters, which decided unanimously to convene the Con­
ference at Geneva, where the status of the People's
Republic of China as a great Power was wholly and

. incontrovertibly acknowledged.
66. The United Nations should follow the path traced
.by the decision of the Foreign Ministers at Berlin.
The peoples are growing more and more conscious of
the fact that a situation in which the great Chinese
people is deprived of representation in the United
Nations and of an opportunity to take part in its
work is unhealthy and contrary to the principles of
international law. Even among American politicians,
demands for the settlement of this unhealthy situation
are becoming ever more frequent.
67. The United States representative does not wish
to allow an open debate to develop because he realizes
that it will be much more difficult to defend the United
States position on this question at this session than
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of Chinese representation at the present time. Differ­
ing views upon it are strongly held. In a matter of
this sort it is unwise to force to a vote an issue on
which this Assembly is so deeply and so evidently
divided. Our overriding purpose must be to hold this 81. Are
Organization together, and so make it possible for it ognizes t
gradually to gather strength. In our view, debates. on principle:
this violently controversial matter would do more hanm candidat~

than good, and would place an intolerable strain upon Looking
the United Nations. to say th
74. For these reasons we shall support the motion in Korea
of the United States, suggesting no discussion at this Korean,
current session during the current year. \ that man

Governm
75. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call upon 82. The
the representative of Australia to speak. on this ques- munist re
tion. provided
76. Mr. CASEY (Australia): This question of the the recog
seating of representatives of the Peiping Government itself to 1
in the place of China in the United Nations has been could ha
raised on many occasions at sessions of the General recognitic
Assembly in recent years by the Soviet Union and 83. It s,
by other countries. I have made Australia's position simple: e
on this matter clear on a number of occasions and, ognition
since our attitude has not altered substantially, I shall l a peace-l<
not need to speak at any length. There are, however, ent attitt
one or two matters which I should like to mention at and attit
this particular time, and I should .like to address my- ernments
self to the merits of this matter. tion by t1
77. All of us here know that there is a code of con- the susta
duct laid down in the Charter of the United Nations. the Chin,
which Member Governme?-ts, by virtue of their a?" I ~ations 1

herence to the Charter, bmd themselves to follow In '. mg to th
their international relations. The plain, unalterable fact expected
of .to.e question of Chinese representation has been, United N
and remains, that Communist China has not followed the Chine
this code, as many United Nations Members here today stand tha
with forces in Korea, forces which suffered grievous presence
losses from Communist Chinese aggression, know all ?f us mil
too well. Its repre:
78. Now, if events following the conclusion of theSoo~er ra
armistice in Korea had shown us that Chinese Corn- r. trahan de
munist aggression there had been an isolated case and •• 84. For
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in previous years. The American Press has already
stated this in July of the present year. I shall quote
what the United Nations correspondent of The New
York Times has written:

"... it is now obvious that the question of seating
Communist China's representatives in .th~ Unit~
Nations can no longer be postponed. This IS certam
to be one of the most hotly debated issues when the
1954 session of the General Assembly meets in
September.

"The Peiping Government, in its first appearance
on the wor1dstage"-the reference is to the Geneva
Conference-Hhas clearly won recognition in West­
ern Europe, as well as in Asia, as the real Govern­
ment of China.

"Moreover, Chou En-1ai, Communist China's
Premier and Foreign Minister, emerged in the clos­
ing weeks of the conference as its most prominent
figure." [The New York Times, 4 July 1954]

68. There are several highly important items on
the agenda of the ninth session of the General As­
sembly of the United Nations. The adoption of ~orre;:t

decisions may bring about a relaxation of tenslOn m
international relations and increase the chances of pre­
serving peace. Among the most important of these
items are disarmament, the peaceful settlement of the
Korean problem and economic co-operation.
69. Through its actions, the United Nations can re­
esta:blish its authority in the eyes of the whole world.
It is therefore particularly important that a problem
which has been before us for over four years should
be settled now at the very beginning of the session,
and that the People's Republic of China should take
its rightful place in our Organization. This would in­
crease the prospects for a successful session. It would
show that the Organization intends, not only in words
but by deeds, to bring about co-operation among all
nations, irrespective of their social structure. It will
create a basis for further successful efforts to ease
international tensions and to ensure the peace, security,
independence and well-being of peoples.
70. In view of ·these considerations, the Polish dele­
gation fully supports the Soviet Union delegation's
proposal to invite the representatives of the People's
Republic of China, as the only legitimate representa­
tives of the great Chinese people, to this session of
the General Assembly.
71. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call upon
the representative of the United Kingdom to speak
on this question.
72. Sir Pierson DIXON (United Kingdom): Her
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, as
is known, recognizes the Central People's Government
as the Government of China. Moreover, it considers
that the question of Chinese representation in the
United Nations is a matter which will have to be
\Settled before peaceful and friendly relations can be
re-established between the various Governments with
interests in the Far East. Good faith and co-operation,
however, are also required for such relations. In spite

.of incidents and statements which have disquieted us
all, our hope is for a steady improvement. Much will
depend on the attitude of the Central People's Gov­
ernment.
73. Her Majesty's Government does not consider
that it would be wise or timely to debate the question
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of Chinese representation at the present time. Differ­
ing views upon it are strongly held. In a matter of
this sort it is unwise to force to a vote an issue On
which this Assembly is so deeply and so evidently
divided. Our overriding purpose must be to hold this
Organization together, and so make it possible for it
gradually to gather strength. In our view, debates. on
this violently controversial matter would do more hanm
than good, and would place an intolerable strain upon
the United Nations.

74. For these reasons we shall support the motion
of the United States, suggesting no discussion at this
current session during the current year.

75. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call upon
the representative of Australia to speak On this ques­
tion.
76. Mr. CASEY (Australia): This question of the
seating of representatives of the Peiping Government
in the place of China in the United Nations has been
raised on many occasions at sessions of the General
Assembly in recent years by the Soviet Union and
by other countries. I have made Australia's position
on this matter clear on a number of occasions and,
since our attitude has not altered substantially, I shall
not need to speak at any length. There are, however,
one or two matters which I should like to mention at
this particular time, and I should like to address my­
self to the merits of this matter.
77. AIl of us here know that there is a code of con­
duct laid down in the Charter of the United Nations
which Member Governments, by virtue of their ad­
herence to the Charter,bind themselves to follow in
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of to.e question of Chinese representation has been,
and remains, that Communist China has not followed
this code, as many United Nations Members here today
with forces in Korea, forces which suffered grievous
losses from Communist Chinese aggression, know all
too well.
78. Now, if events following the conclusion of the
armistice in Korea had shown us that Chinese Com­
munist aggression there had been an isolated case and
that, with the conclusion of the Korean armistice,
aggressive action 'by the Peiping Government had
.ceased, then perhaps there might have been justification
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to be impressed with these three theatres of war-Korea,
ludo-China, Quemoy-in each of which, in turn and in
rapid succession, the Chinese Government has been,
to use words of moderation, very prominently involved.

81. Are these the acts of a Government which rec­
ognizes the authority of the United Nations and of the
principles governing its Charter, one of which is that
candidates for membership should be peace-loving?
Looking back on what Peiping has done, I think it fair
to say that had the Communist Chinese not intervened
in Korea to such an extent that they, in effect, made thethe motion

ssion at this Korean aggression their own, in that event I believe
that many more countries would have recognized the
Government of Peiping than is now the case.

: I call upon 82. The subsequent activities of the Chinese Com­
m this ques- munist regime, some of which I have mentioned, have

provided further hindrances to the normal process of
the recognition on which Peiping has always declared
itself to be intent. Such a series of activities by Peiping
could have, of course, only one result-the delay of
recognition by peace-loving Governments.
83. It seems to me that the choice for Peiping is very
simple: either it makes up its mind that it wants rec­
ognition and goes about it by establishing a record as
a peace-loving C.ravernment, or it continues in its pres­
ent attitude and practice, isolated by its own actions
and attitude from the great majority of other Gov­
ernments. It might perhaps be a matter for considera­
tion by the representative of the Soviet Union whether

code of con- the sustained efforts which he has made to introduce
lited Nations the Chinese Communist Government into the United
of their ad-I Nations might not be more usefully applied in explain­
to follow in . ing to the Soviet Union's partners at Peiping what is

!alterable fact . expected from Governments which are Members of the
::m has been, United Nations. If this could be done successfully and
not followed the Chinese Communist Government brought to under­

:rs here today stand that its actions have, so far, constantly made its
ered grievous presence here an impossibility, the day on which most
ion know all of us might find it possible. to accept the presence of

, its representatives in this Organization might come
lusion of the sooner rather than later, at least so far as the Aus­
:::hinese Corn- tralian delegation is concerned.
ated case and 84. For these reasons, Australia will vote against the
~an armistice, Soviet Union proposal and in favour of the proposal
rernmenthad of the United States. .
:n justification 85. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on the

General AS'I representative of Burma to speak on this question.
sentation. ~~~ > 86. Mr. BARRINGTON (Burma): Burma's position
~t cI~ase ~1at On ~his question has been clear and consistent. We rec­
: po 1Cy, t ys ogmze the Central People's Government of the People's
nm~nt .a waor RepubliC of China as the one and only Government of
y f1ghting,·1S Chma. We recognize that Government because it exer­
ere upon 1,. cises effective control over all of the Chinese main-

land, which comprises nearly all of China and contains
Kore.a. When ~ nearly all of its population. From this it logically follows
a fimsh, then that this Government so far as we are concerned is
dded i:npefUS; the ~ne and only Go~ernment which is competent to
Ido-Chma was appOInt representatives on behalf of China to the United
ent~on to QU~: Nati?ns. Consequently, we are unable to accept as valid
ty III the FO

t
appOIntments made by any other authority.

Jare its peop e 87 I' ..t 1£ 0 ly in I· n the c1rcumstances, my delegatton's course IS

~h: nCoJ}1' ~ ear. VVe shall vote in favour of any move to secure
t ~1:ese f his Or the People's Republic of China its legitimate rights,
ara IOn 0 and against any move which seeks to perpetuate the

present anomalous situation or to postpone a decision
On this important question.

88. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of Czechoslovakia to speak on this
question.

89. Mr. DAVID (Czechoslovakia) (translated from
Russian) : The General Assembly is once again faced
with the serious and urgent task of settling, in con­
formity with the principles of international law and
of the Charter, the question of the lawful representa­
tion of China in the United Nations.

90. Since 1949, the General Assmbly has been dis­
regarding historical events and changes which took place
in China and, contrary to the interests of the United
Nations, has been postponing the settlement of so im­
portant a question as the recognition of the lawful
representation of one of the five Powers which under
the Charter bear the primary responsibility for the
maintenance of peace and security throughout the world.

91. The ninth session of the General Assembly is
opening at a time when considerable achievements have
been made in the cause of peace. After the cease-fire
in Korea, an end was put to the colonial war in Indo­
China which had been going on for eight years. Every­
body knows that the successful restoration of peace
in Asia was due above all to the patient efforts of the
Central People's Government of the People's Republic
of China. Since the end of the fighting in Korea and
Indo-China, the People's Republic of China has been
intensifying its fine initiative and its efforts to strength­
en the peace in Asia. This peace-loving policy is ex­
presse.d in the principles underlying the relations and
co-operation between the People's RepUblic of China
and. other Asian peoples.
92. These principles are: first, mutual respect of ter­
ritorial integrity; second,non~aggression; third, mu­
tual non-intervention; fourth, equal rights and mutuai
benefits; and. fifth, peaceful coexistence.

93. These principles of peaceful co-operation between
nations, as expressed in the reciprocal relations agreed
upon between the People's Republic of China, India
and Burma, evoked a wide response, not only in Asia,
but throughout the world. In pursuing its policy of
peace, the People's RepUblic of China has, of course,
played an outstanding part in restoring and strengthen­
ing peace in Asia, as is evidenced by the progress and
results of the Geneva Conference and other important
international negotiations.

94. Recent events have clearly shown that no success­
ful solution of important international questions can
be undertaken without the participation of the lawful
representatives of China. This also applies to the full­
est extent to the work of the United Nations. So long
as the People's Republic of China is not granted its
'lawful rights in the United Nations, the United Nations
cannot satisfactorily deal with the pressing problems
which the world expects it to settle. It was because
of the absence of China from the United Nations that
the international negotiations, which played a decisive
part in bringing about the cease-fire and in relaxing in­
ternational tension, were held outside the United
Nations.

95. The proposal submitted by the United States dele­
gation and supported by a few other delegations is
designed to maintain the existing abnormal situation
in the United Nations as regards the representation
of China. The proposal is proof that a number of States
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Members of the United Nations are disregarding his­
torical facts in Asia, that they cannot resign themselves
to the existing situation in China and do not respect
the decisions freely taken by the Chinese people.
96. The purpose of the United States draft resolu­
tion is to continue the present reprehensible state of af­
fairs, in which 600 million Chinese have no lawful rep­
resentative in the United Nations. This situation is not
only an insult to that great and heroic people, but, what
is more, it seriously hampers the successful ",,:ork ?f t~e
United Nations. The abnormality of the sltuatlOn IS
particularly flagrant at the present time when, on the
one hand, the policy of the People's Republic of China
is bringing peace to millions of people in Asia and
makes possible an unprecedented development of friend­
ly and peaceful co-operation between the Asian na­
tions, while, on the other hand, a handful of adven­
turers, whom the Chinese people have exiled forever
and whose representatives here pose as the representa­
tives of China, are showing themselves more clearly
than ever to be a gang of corrupt trouble-makers and
breakers of the peace.
97. For the past several years the General Assembly
has had to deal with the criminal activities of the
Kuomintang gangs in Burma, their piratical attacks
upon peaceful shipping in the China Sea and their ter­
rorist activities against the Chinese mainland.
98. Recent events have further shown that the Kuomin­
tang is intensifying its aggressive activities, and that
its patrons have permitted .it to .destroy the peaceful
and creative work of the Chinese people and to frustrate
the efforts of the People's Republic of •China with a
view to lessening international tension and to strength­
ening peace in the Far East.
99. The attempts to keep the lawful representatives
of China out of the United Nations and the manreuvres
to retain the representatives of the Kuomintang clique
in the Organization do not help the cause of peace but
instead undermine the authority of the United Nations.
100. The urgent need to bring the lawful representa­
tives of China into the United Nations is widely felt
among the nations. Particularly in recent times, when
the People's Republic of China has been eminently
successful in restoring and strengthening peace, an ever­
increasing number of representatives of the Govern­
ments of Asian countries, and of countries in other
parts of the world as well, have urged that an end
should be put to the present abnormal situation and
that the United Nations should grant the People's Re­
public of China the rights which are its due. The great
Chinese people is unquestionably entitled to be rep­
resented in the United Nations. Everybody who truly
wishes the United Nations success in its work and in
lessening international tension must recognize this right.
101. The United States draft resolution has the op­
posite aims, and for that reason the Czechoslovak dele­
gation firmly opposes it. As in previous years, the
Czechoslovak delegation is convinced that it is the
urgent duty of the Gene~a:l Ass~mbly to terminate the
existing unjust and harmful situation, and it therefore
fully supports the USSR draft resolution which pro­
vides that the representatives of the People's Republic
of China, appointed by the Central People's Govern­
ment, should take the rightful seat of China in the
General Assembly and in other organs of the United
Nations.

102. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call upon
the representative of the Soviet Union to speak on the
question.
103. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russwn): I should like
to say a few words about the proposal submitted -by the
United States delegation.
104. Mr: Lodge refuses to discuss the question of the
need to end forthwith the delay in settling the matter
of the participation of the People's Republic of China
in the organs of the United Nations, and proposes in
turn a draft resolution which provides that any pro­
posals to exclude the representatives of the Govern­
ment of the Republic of China-that is to say, the
Kuomintang group-or to seat representatives of the
Central People's t:rQvernment of the People's Republic
of China should not be considered at this session during
the current year, as he added.
105. It would be of interest to know the reason for
such a proposal. No reason is given. In fact, a decision
is being thrust upon us. It is simply being proposed that
we should decide to adopt a decision not to examine
the question. True, the proposal is very ambiguous, for
it says "not to consider" the question "at the ninth
regular session during the current year". The pre­
sumption seems to be that the question may be dis­
cussed during the current year, though, not at the ninth
session, but at some other session, say the second part
of the ninth session, or the tenth session, which may
perhaps still be held during 1954. At any rate, the
proposal is rathervague,and I would say that the
United States representative in submitting it is being
rather wary of the General Assembly's reaction.

106. If the General Assembly really examined the
question in the way we propose, so that it could adopt
a decision on inviting the representatives of the Chinese
People's Republic to take the seat which is lawfully
China's and which is now illegally occupied by a per­
Son who as everybody knows does not represent the
Chinese people, it would inevitably and naturally reach
a favourable decision.

107. Why should those who object to inviting the rep­
resentatives of the Chinese People's Republic refuse
to examine our proposal? They can vote against it. But
they do not want to vote against the proposal, they
are afraid to follow such a course. They apparently
prefer somehow or other to side-step the question in
order not to show themselves to the world in too un­
favourable a light. Perhaps if they decided to discuss
the question, they would find it quite difficult to think
up appropriate arguments for refusing to extend the
invitation.

108. I must take this opportunity to note a small but
rather significant fact. If, as we propose, it were decided.
to discuss and decide on the· need to invite the rep-r
resentatives of the Chinese People's Republic to take
their seat in the United Nations forthwith, the opponents
of th~ proposal would have to answer a number of
fairly difficult questions. I should Eke, in that connexion'l
to recall the position taken on this question by one of I
our colleagues who is attending this session of the \
General Assembly, namely Mr. Jean Guerin de BeaU'
mont. If I am not mistaken he is also the deputy fr()lll
the Department of Manche who on 12 May of this year
published an article in Le M onde, entitled "The Diplo­
macy of Keeping Up Appearances", which is of sollle
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Members of the United Nations are disregarding his­
torical facts in Asia, that they cannot resign themselves
to the existing situation in China and do not respect
the decisions freely taken by the Chinese people.
96. The purpose of the United States draft resolu­
tion is to continue the present reprehensible state of af­
fairs, in which 600 million Chinese have no lawful rep­
resentative in the United Nations. This situation is not
only an insult to that great and heroic people, but, what
is more, it seriously hampers the successful work of the
United Nations. The abnormality of the situation is
particularly flagrant at the present time when, on the
one hand, the policy of the People's Republic of China
is bringing peace to millions of people in Asia and
makes possible an unprecedented development of friend­
ly and peaceful co-operation between the Asian na­
tions, while, on the other hand, a handful of adven­
turers, whom the Chinese people have exiled forever
and whose representatives here pose as the representa­
tives of China, are showing themselves more clearly
than ever to be a gang of corrupt trouble-makers and
breakers of the peace.
97. For the past several years the General Assembly
has had to deal with the criminal activities of the
Kuomintang gangs in Burma, their piratical attacks
upon peaceful shipping in the China Sea and their ter­
rorist activities against the. Chinese mainland.
98. Recent events have further shown that the Kuomin­
tang is intensifying its aggressive activities, and that
its patrons have permitted it to destroy the peaceful
and creative work of the Chinese people and to frustrate
the efforts of the People's Republic of China with a
view to lessening international tension and to strength­
ening peace in the Far East.
99. The attempts to keep the lawful representatives
of China out of the United Nations and the manreuvres
to retain the representatives of the Kuomintang clique
in the Organization do not help the cause of peace but
instead undermine the authority of the United Nations.

100. The urgent need to bring the lawful representa­
tives of China into the United Nations is widely felt
among the nations. Particularly in recent times, when
the People's Republic of China has been eminently
successful in restoring and strengthening peace, an ever­
increasing number of representatives of the Govern­
ments of Asian countries, and of countries in other
parts of the world as well, have urged that an end
should be put to the present abnormal situation and
that the United Nations should grant the People's Re­
public of China the rights which are its due. The great
Chinese people is unquestionably entitled to be rep­
resented in the United Nations. Everybody who truly
wishes the United Nations success in its work and in
lessening international tension must recognize this right.
101. The United States draft resolution has the op­
posite aims, and for that reason the Czechoslovak dele­
gation firmly opposes it. As in previous years, the
Czechoslovak delegation is convinced that it is the
urgent duty of the Genex:a:l Ass~mbly to terminate the
existing unjust and harmful situation, and it therefore
fully supports the USSR draft resolution which pro­
vides that the representatives of the People's Republic
of China, appointed by the Central People's Govern­
ment, should take the rightful seat of China in the
General Assembly and in other organs of the United
Nations.

102. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call upon
the representative of the Soviet Union to speak on the
question.
103. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): I should like
to say a few words about the proposal submitted -by the
United States delegation.
104. Mr: Lodge refuses to discuss the question of the
need to end forthwith the delay in settling the matter
of the participation of the People's Republic of China
in the organs of the United Nations, and proposes in
turn a draft resolution which provides that any pro.
posals to exclude the representatives of the Govern. l

ment of the Republic of China-that is to say, the
Kuomintang group-or to seat representatives of the
Central People's t:rQvernment of the People's Republic
of China should not be considered at this session during
the current year, as he added. I
105. It would be of interest to know the reason for
such a proposal. No reason is given. In fact, a decision
is being thrust upon us. It is simply being proposed that
we should decide to adopt a decision not to examine
the question. True, the proposal is very ambiguous, for
it says "not to consider" the question "at the ninth
regular session during the current year". The pre­
sumption seems to be that the question may be dis­
cussed during the current year, though, not at the ninth
session, but at some other session, say the second part
of the ninth session, or the tenth session, which may
perhaps still be held during 1954. At any rate, the
proposal is rathervague,and I would say that the
United States representative in submitting it is being
rather wary of the General Assembly's reaction.

106. If the General Assembly really examined the
question in the way we propose, so that it could adopt
a decision on inviting the representatives of the Chinese
People's Republic to take the seat which is lawfully
China's and which is now illegally occupied by a per­
son who as everybody knows does not represent the
Chinese people, it would inevitably and naturally reach
a favourable decision.

107. Why should those who object to inviting the rep­
resentatives of the Chinese People's Republic refuse
to examine our proposal? They can vote against it. But
they do not want to vote against the proposal, they
are afraid to follow such a course. They apparently
prefer somehow or other to side-step the question in
order not to show themselves to the world in too un­
favourable a light. Perhaps if they decided to disCUSS
the question, they would find it quite difficult to think
up appropriate arguments for refusing to extend the
invitation.

108. I must take this opportunity to note a small but
rath~r significant fact. If, as we propose, it were decided.
to dISCUSS and decide on the· need to invite the rep-r
resentatives of the Chinese People's Republic to take
their seat in the United Nations forthwith, the opponents
of th~ proposal would have to answer a number of
fairly difficult questions. I should Eke, in that connexion'l
to recall the position taken on this question by one of I
our colleagues who is attending this session of the \
General Assembly, namely Mr. Jean Guerin de Beau'
mont. If I am not mistaken he is also the deputy fr()lll
the Department of Manche who on 12 May of this year
published an article in Le M onde, entitled "The Diplo­
macy of Keeping Up Appearances", which is of sollle
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is essential in the interests of international peace, co­
operation and security.
114. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call upon
the representative of Yugoslavia to speak on the ques­
tion.
115. Mr. BRILE] (Yugoslavia): With regard to the
tasks and the role of the United Nations my Govern­
ment has always maintained that it is in the interests
of our Organization that the Member States should be
represented by those Governments which have actual
control of their territories and which are capable of
fulfilling their international obligations. In this case
it is a question of eliminating an abnormal situation
in international life. We believe that the recognition
of the Central Government of the People's Republic of
China would contribute towards the completeness and
efficiency of the United Nations by virtue of the very
fact that that Government would assume responsibilities
towards the United Nations and the Member States
of our Organization.
116. Consequently, without making an appraisal of the
policies of the Central Government of the People's Re­
public of China, and regardless of the fact that serious
objections could be made to the policy of that Govern­
ment towards my country, the Yugoslav delegation
deems it necessary to support the recognition of the
right of the Central Government of the People's Re­
public of China to represent China in the United Na­
tions,and will vote accordingly.
117. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: The list of
representatives wishing, to speak is now finalIyex­
hausted. We shall, therefore, proceed to the considera­
tion of the draft resolutions presented by the Soviet
Union and the' United States.
118. I would have preferred that this matter had been
postponed ,until our new President had been elected.
In fact, I might venture the suggestion that .in future
the Asseinbly might consider the advisability of dealing
with the item under which this issue has been raised not
before, but immediately after the election of the Pres­
ident for the session. May I say that I would have en­
tertained with alacrity any proposal to postpone the
consideration of this question untiI after that election
had taken place. However, in the absence of such a
proposal, I am 'bound as Temporary President to make
such suggestions as are likely to expedite the proceed-

.. ings of the Assembly.
119. Two draft resolutions have been submitted on
the question of Chinese representation, and a request
has been made that priority in the voting should be
given to that submitted by the United States. Rule
93 of the :t:Ules of procedure provides in part that:

"If two or more proposals relate to the same ques­
t,ion, the' General Assembly shall, unless it decides
otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in
which they have been submitted,"

I sha:l1 ask the Assembly to decide the question of the
order in which it wishes to vote on these draft resolu­
tions. '
120. We have before us a proposal by the representa­
tive of the United States that we vote first on his draft
resolution.

The proposal was adopted by 45 votes to 7, with 5
abstentions.
121. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I shall now
put to the vote the draft resolution submitted by the

interest. In one passage in this article he makes the
following interesting remark about those who oppose
the recognition of the Chinese People's Republic, in
particular' the United States:

"In the good old days of old-time diplomacy the
re<:ognition of a new regime constituted the formal
legal acceptance of the de facto status of a given State.
If there was some delay in extending de jure rec­
ognition to the Government which had come into
power through a revolution, that was only in order
to ascertain whether the new regime was likely to
last."

109. The recognition of a (':ravernment and the estab-'
lishment of diplomatic relations with it meant the rec­
ognition of its existence, not the granting of a cer­
tificate of good conduct and good morals. It was entire­
lya legal matter.
110. What then is the situation with regard to United
States diplomacy in such matters today? This is what
Mr. Guerin de Beaumont writes:

"The United States refuses at present to recognize
China. What does this signify? Does Washington
doubt the existence of a fact which occurred in
China? Does' the United States Government believe
that it can continue for any length of time to maintain
that China is not China, but Formosa? Washington
,does not recognize the China of Mao Tse-tung because
it is both communist and a potential or real enemy.

"This is the diplomatic position of an enemy in
today's diplomacy. It considers recognition ,as an
expression of friendship and solidarity, whereas in
fact the recognition of a new regime is, a legal act,
certifying the existence of a new regime. Does Wash­
ington doubt the existence of China?"

Or, I may add, if it does not doubt China's existence,
does it believe that Formosa is really China, and that
China does not exist without and in spite of Formosa?
That could be a grave mistake.
111. These questions must be answered, because the
French deputy from the Department of Manche is right
in raising them. But in order to answer these questions,
it is necessary to discuss them. Mr. Lodge should ex­
plain the reasons why he refuses to recognize China
and, even granting that refusal, why he refuses to in­
\Tite the Chinese People's Republic to take its rightful
place, here, so that its place will no longer be occupied
by puppets and imposters with whom the General As­
sembly must not and cannot have any dealings.
112. Sir Pierson Dixon has said that the question
would be an intolerable strain upon the United Nations
if the General Assembly were to deal with it now. It
would seem that the United Nations is as fragile as glass,
~o frail that it c.annot handle weighty questions which are
Indeed a great strain upon our conscience. In order to
relie\Te our conscience of such a strain, we must settle
this question in a manner consonant with the interests
of international peace and security, and in the interest
of all peace-loving peoples and mankind as a whole.
113. That is why it should be clear to everyone that
the arguments adduced here in favour of postponing the
question, and of taking a negative decision on it besides,
do not hold water and are utterly unfounded. That is
Why we insist that this question should be examined,
an.d that the decision which our delegation proposes to
thiS session of the General Assembly should be adopted
and the question should he settled without delay. This
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interest. In one passage in this article he makes the
following interesting remark about those who oppose
the recognition of the Chinese People's Republic, in
particular' the United States:

"In the good old days of old-time diplomacy the
recognition of a new regime constituted the formal
legal acceptance of the de facto status of a given State.
If there was some delay in extending de jure rec­
ognition to the Government which had come into
power through a revolution, that was only in order
to ascertain whether the new regime was likely to
last."

109. The recognition of a (';rOvernment and the estab-·
Iishment of diplomatic relations with it meant the rec­
ognition of its existence, not the granting of a c:er­
tificate of good conduct and good morals. It was entire­
lya legal matter.
110. What then is the situation with regard to United
States diplomacy in such matters today? This is what
Mr. Guerin de Beaumont writes:

"The United States refuses at present to recognize
China. What does this signify? Does Washington
doubt the existence of a fact which occurred in
China? Does' the United States Government believe
that it can continue for any length of time to maintain
that China is not China, but Formosa? Washington
.does not recognize the China of Mao Tse-tung because
it is both communist and a potential or real enemy.

"This is the diplomatic position of an enemy in
today's diplomacy. It considers recognition .as an
expression of friendship and solidarity, whereas in
fact the recognition of a new regime is, a legal act,
certifying the existence of a new regime. Does Wash­
ington doubt the existence of China?"

Or, I may add, if it does not doubt China's existence,
does it believe that Formosa is really China, and that
China does not exist without and in spite of Formosa?
That could be a grave mistake.
111. These questions must be answered, heca?,se. the
French deputy from the Department of Manche 1S ~lght

in raising them. But in order to answer these questions,
it is necessary to discuss them. Mr. Lodge should ex­
plain the reasons why he refuses to recognize China
a~d, even granting that refusal, 'Y'hy he ref?,ses.to in­
v1te the Chinese People's Repubhc to take 1ts nghtfu1
place, here, so that its place will no longer be occupied
by puppets and imposters with whom the General As­
sembly must not and cannot have any dealings.
112. Sir Pierson Dixon has said that the question
would be an intolerable strain upon the United Nations
if the General Assembly were to deal with it now. It
would seem that the United Nations is as fragile as glass,
so frail that it c.annot handle weighty questions which are
indeed a great strain upon our conscience. In order to
relieve our conscience of such a strain, we must settle
this question in a manner consonant with the interests
of international peace and security, and in the interest
of all peace-loving peoples and mankind as a whole.
113. That is why it should be clear to everyone that
the arguments adduced here in favour of postponing the
question, and of taking a negative decision on it besides,
do not hold water and are utterly unfounded. That is

we insist that this question should be examined,
that the decision which our delegation proposes to
session of the General Assembly should be adopted
the question should he settled without delay. This

is essential in the interests of international peace, co­
operation and security.
114. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call upon
the representative of Yugoslavia to speak on the ques­
tion.
115. Mr. BRILE] (Yugoslavia): With regard to the
tasks and the role of the United Nations my Govern­
ment has always maintained that it is in the interests
of our Organization that the Member States should be
represented by those Governments which have actual
control of their territories and which are capable of
fulfilling their international obligations. In this case
it is a question of eliminating an abnormal situation
in international life. We believe that the recognition
of the Central Government of the People's Republic of
China would contribute towards the completeness and
efficiency of the United Nations by virtue of the very
fact that that Government would assume responsibilities
towards the United Nations and the Member States
of our Organization.
116. Consequently, without making an appraisal of the
policies of the Central Government of the People's Re­
public of China, and regardless of the fact that serious
objections could be made to the policy of that Govern­
ment towards my country, the Yugoslav delegation
deems it necessary to support the recognition of the
right of the Central Government of the People's Re­
public of China to represent China in the United Na­
tions,and will vote accordingly.
117. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: The list of
representatives wishing. to speak is now finalIyex­
hausted. We shall, therefore, proceed to the considera­
tion of the draft resolutions presented by the Soviet
Union and the United States.
118. I would have preferred that this matter had been
postponed .1lntil our new President had been elected.
In fact, I might venture the suggestion that .in future
the Asseinbly might consider the advisability of dealing
with the item under which this issue has been raised not
before, but immediately after the election of the Pres­
ident for the session. May I say that I would have en­
tertained with alacrity any proposal to postpone the
consideration of this question untiI after that election
had taken place. However, in the absence of such a
proposal, I am 'bound as Temporary President to make
such suggestions as are likely to expedite the proceed-

.. ings of the Assembly.
119. Two draft resolutions have been submitted on
the question of Chinese representation, and a request
has been made that priority in the voting should be
given to that submitted by the United States. Rule
93 of the :t:U1es of procedure provides in part that:

"If two or more proposals relate to the same ques­
#on, the' General Assembly shall, unless it decides
otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in
which they have been submitted."

I shall ask the Assembly to decide the question of the
order in which it wishes to vote on these draft resolu­
tions. '
120. We have before us a proposal hy the representa­
tive of the United States that we vote first on his draft
resolution.

The proposal was adopted by 45 votes to 7, with 5
abstentions.
121. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I shall now
put to the vote the draft resolution submitted by the
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I wanted to disregard the injunction which the argu­
ment I have advanced lays upon myself-that is, the
fact that there is no subject for discussion before this
Assembly except the appointment of a Credentials Com­
mittee. Therefore, I am precluded from discussing the
substance of this proposal, although there is no doubt­
either in the minds of the Assembly or in the mind of
anybody in the world-what the position of my Gov­
ernment is on this matter. If it is a question of voting
at any time, we shall, without hesitation, vote for the
sole right to be present here of the representatives of
the only Government of China that is in existence in
our conception of the Charter and its rules--and, what
is more, we would say that it has been unduly delayed
and that the circumstances of the world, the requisites
of peace and the conduct of the affairs of the United
Nations demand that the rea:! Government of China alone
be represented here. But that, however, ,is not in our
view the issue which can be argued at the present
moment.

129. I refer again to chapter IV of the rules of pr~
cedure, which deals with the particular item which ap­
pears on the agenda.

130. What we are asked to do is to pass a self-denying
ordinance. This draft resolution deprives my delegation
of the legitimate right of discussing the substance of this
proposition on its merits and of having it considered
by the proper Committees. What is more, it precludes
us even from arguing whether this is a matter which
can legitimately be the subject of a resolution and
whether the party concerned has not an inalienable and
inherent right to be present here. '

131. Therefore, I submit that the proposals before us
are entirely out of order. I make the respectful sub­
mission to you, Madam President, that this draft resolu­
tion cannot be voted upon by the General Assembly at
all because it has no status here. We should go on to
the next business. Our hands should not be tied. There
is this draft resolution which has been introduced in
connexion with no particular item of the agenda, and
there is no context in the agenda where it could be
introduced. The result of it will be to prevent us from
discussing at any time before the end of the current year
the question of the representation in this Assembly
of the People's Republic of China, which is the only
l~gitimate Government of that country. . .

i32.What is more, the Credentials Co~ittee is sup­
posed to deal with the items before it with a judicial
and impartial mind, after an examination of the facts.
Now the Assembly, by passing this resolution, is pro­
nouncing itself upon the conclusion to which the Cre­
dentials Committee should come. I say it is an illegal
process, a very bad precedent and a violation of the I
principles of judicial examination upon which the Cre-
dentials Committee is based. r"

133. This Assembly has no right to make a statement .
beforehand to the Credentials Committee, to anticipate
its wOl,-k or to take anything out of the scope or the list
of subjects which that Committee has to consider. The
Committee has to examine the credentials of every dele- I
gation. When that report is submitted, if it favours the .
representation of China as at present existing, for our
part we shall challenge it and ask that that section not
be approved. But for the Assembly to pass a resolution
and say that this shall be the result, or that this partic­
ular matter shall be excluded from consideration, would
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United States [A/L.177]. I call upon the representative
of India 011 a point of order.
122. Mr. MENON (India): At the outset, Madam
President, I would like to avail myself of the oppor­
tunity of my presence on this rostrum to give further
expression to the sentiments that have already been ex~

pressed in this Assembly to convey the appreciation,
and indeed the gratitude, not only of all of us here but
of the peoples of the world for the inspiring note of hope
and also for the call to our sense of responsibility which

, you sounded in the introductory observations which you
made this afternoon. I would also like to express our
gratification and our sense of gladness at the splendid
record of YOllr service to the United Nations, and par­
ticularly to the last session of the General Assembly.
Our delegation not only has a sense of gratification and
gratitude but also a sense of pride that it is you, a woman
of India and also the chairman of our delegation, who
served as President of the Assembly last year.
123. I come to this rostrum on a point of order, in
virtue of the right that I am entitled to exercise under
rule 73 of the rules of procedure. By the vote that it has
just recorded, the Assembly now has a draft resolution
before it. It is my submission that until then there was
no business at all before the Assembly. Your generosity
and the very kindness of your nature has permitted
a considerable amount of discussion on an issue which
the Assembly cannot have before it.
124. I refer you, Madame President, to rules 12, 13
and 14 of the rules of procedure; and since not everyone
will have a copy available I shall take the liberty of
reading these rules in part. Rule 12 states:

"The provisional agenda for a regular session shall
be drawn up by the Secretary-General and corn,..
municated to the Members of the United Nations at
least sixty days hefore the opening of the session."

No proposal of this kind has been submitted by the
movers of the present draft resolution, and it is not
on the agenda.
125. Rule 13 states what the provisional agenda of a
regular session shall include, listing sub-items (a) to
(h). Rule 14 deals with supplementary items, and rule
15 with additional items.

126. Thus, on the agenda that has heen supplied to
us, there is nothing that warrants the consideration of
any item beyond the appointment of a Credentials Com­
mittee.
127. I want further to refer you, Madam President,
to rule 67, which says:

"The General Assembly shaH not, unless it decides
otherwise, make a final decision upon any item on the
agenda until it has received the report of a com-
mittee on that item." ,

That is to say that even if this item were on the agenda
we could not, in this haphazard way, take a snap vote
or decision on an issue which, in a real sense, is sub­
stantive. If this matter is merely procedural, then we
are violating the rules of procedure. If it is sub­
stantive, we are disregarding them, since the Assembly
is called upon to decide an issue of the first importance
without adequate notice and without an opportunity
to discuss the substance of the draft resolution.

128. I would call your attention to the status of my
own presence here in virtue of rule 73. There is no other
rule under which I could come to this rostrum unless
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of India and also the chairman of our delegation, who
served as President of the Assembly last year.
123. I come to this rostrum on a point of order, in
virtue of the right that I am entitled to exercise under
rule 73 of the rules of procedure. By the vote that it has
just recorded, the Assembly now has a draft resolution
before it. It is my submission that until then there was
no business at all before the Assembly. Your generosity
and the very kindness of your nature has permitted
a considerable amount of discussion on an issue which
the Assembly cannot have before it.
124. I refer you, Madame President, to rules 12, 13
and 14 of the rules of procedure; and since not everyone
will have a copy available I shall take the liberty of
reading these rules in part. Rule 12 states:

"The provisional agenda for a regular session shall
be drawn up by the Secretary-General and com,..
municated to the Members of the United Nations at
least sixty days hefore the opening of the session."

No proposal of this kind has been submitted by the
movers of the present draft resolution, and it is not
on the agenda.
125. Rule 13 states what the provisional agenda of a
regular session shall include, listing sub-items (a) to
(h). Rule 14 deals with supplementary items, and rule
15 with additional items.
126. Thus, on the agenda that has been supplied to
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to rule 67, which says:
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I wanted to disregard the injunction which the argu­
ment I have advanced lays upon myself-that is, the
fact that there is no subject for discussion before this
Assembly except the appointment of a Credentials Com­
mittee. Therefore, I am precluded from discussing the
substance of this proposal, although there is no doubt­
either in the minds of the Assembly or in the mind of
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ernment is on this matter. If it is a question of voting
at any time, we shall, without hesitation, vote for the
sole right to be present here of the representatives of
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130. What we are asked to do is to pass a self-denying
ordinance. This draft resolution deprives my delegation
of the legitimate right of discussing the substance of this
proposition on its merits and of having it considered
by the proper Committees. What is more, it precludes
us even from arguing whether this is a matter which
can legitimately be the subject of a resolution and
whether the party concerned has not an inalienable and
inherent right to be present here. '

131. Therefore, I submit that the proposals before us
are entirely out of order. I make the respectful sub­
mission to you, Madam President, that this draft resolu­
tion cannot be voted upon by the General Assembly at
all because it has no status here. We should go on to
the next business. Our hands should not be tied. There
is this draft resolution which has been -introduced in
connexion with no particular item of the agenda, and
there is no context in the agenda where it could be ,
introduced. The result of it will be to prevent us from
discussing at any time before the end of the current year
the question of the representation in this Assembly
of the People's Republic of China, which is the only
l~gitimate Government of that country. - .

i32.What is more, the Credentials Co~ittee is sup­
posed to deal with the items before it with a judicial
and impartial mind, after an examination of the facts.
Now the Assembly, by passing this resolution, is pro­
nouncing itself upon the conclusion to which the Cre­
dentials Committee should come. I say it is an illegal
process, a very bad precedent and a violation of the
principles of judicial examination upon which the Cre­
dentials Committee is based.
133. This Assembly has no right to make a statement
beforehand to the Credentials Committee, to anticipate
its wOl,-k or to take anything out of the scope or the list
of subjects which that Committee has to consider. The
Committee has to examine the credentials of every dele­
gation. When that report is submitted, if it favours the ,
representation of China as at present existing, for our
part we shall challenge it and ask that that section not
be approved. But for the Assembly to pass a resolution
and say that this shall be the result, or that this partic­
ular matter shall be excluded from consideration, would
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140. I should like to call the attention of the Assem­
bly to rule 164, which provides for the amendment of
the rules of procedure; it is only by this method that
the rules of procedure can be changed.

141. I should now like to make a submission on the
-second point upon which the Temporary President is
advised to reject the submission that I have made,
namely, that the previous vote of the Assembly a few
moments ago is an affirmation that the present motion
is tenable. With great respect, I submit that it is not.
When that vote was taken, the Assembly was not
seized of the position I have stated, that is, no sub­
mission had been made to the Assembly challenging
or questioning the legality or the validity of the pro­
posals before it; The resolution that was 'passed by a
large majority was to decide which of two draft resolu­
tions should be considered first. The Assembly said
that it would consider the draft resolution submitted
by the representative of the United States as having
priority~ That was not a vote on the legality of the
resolution itself; it was not an answer to the ques­
tion whether the motion was valid or not.

142. The submission that I have made is a new one
and is not related to priority. With the greatest respect,
I submit that this is a matter which, in the interests of
the Assembly or in the interests of the question itself
or the rights of Members, should not pe disposed of in
this way. Nor can our desire and the necessity to dis­
cuss the substance of this question be disposed of in this
way. I once again submit that the draft resolution may
be ruled but of order.

143.•The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: May I ask
the representative of India whether his intervention is
a challenge to my ruling?

144. Mr.·MENON (India): I have no difficulty in
answering that question. I have no intention of chal­
lenging the ruling of the Temporary President. I regard
it as my legitimate right and duty to make a submission
to the Temporary President, drawing het attention to
the position. I request a ruling on that basis_ If, finally,
after consideration, the-Temporary President rules the
other way, I shall accept the ruling. I reserve my right
to speak on the substance of the draft resolution.

145. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: Since my
ruling has already been made, in accordance with the

, previous decision of the Assembly, we will now proceed
to vote on the draft resolution submitted by the United
States [A/L.177].

A vote was taken by roll-call.
Peru;, having been drawn by lot by the Tempot'MY

President, was called UP01~ to vote first.
In favour: Peru, Philippines, Thailand, Turkey,

Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great
Britain atid Northern Ireland, United States of America,
U ruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium,
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salva­
dor, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hon­
duras, Iceland, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia,
Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay.

Against: Poland, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugo­
slavia, Bunna, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, India, Norway.

Ibe to seek to impose a restriction on the legitimate
limits of our debate on the report of the Credentials
Committee. The incoming President would he entitled
to rule out of order any discussion on our part of
the Credentials Committee's report with relation to
China, a ruling which we would probably challenge at
the time if it were made.

134. Therefore, having regard to the rules of procedure
and to the fact that the substance of this matter which
we are discussing is one of the utmost importance to the
future 0'£ this Organization, to the peace of the world
and of immediate and urgent concern, we think it is
showing inadequate regard both to the weight and the
importance of the subject to this Assembly, to have this
matter decided in this way by means of the draft resolu­
tion that has been submitted. The result of it would be
a snap decision on a matter of weight and importance.

135. I therefore submit to you, Madam President, that
the draft resolution before you should be ruled out of
order.
136. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: The rep­
resentative of India has presented the view that it would
be illegal for the Assembly to take action on this ques­
tion by putting the United States draft resolution to
the vote. The rules of procedure represent a normal
guide for the conduct of the business of the General
Assembly. It is of course true that the General Assem­
bly is master of its own rules and, on several occasions
-for example, during the fift1;l and eighth sessions­
it has dealt with the question in plenary meeting without
reference to the Credentials Committee.
137. We are therefore confronted with a conflict in
the normal procedure as set forth in the rules and the
practice of the Assembly as indicated by several pre­
cedents. I am sure that all Members of the Assembly
are fully aware of all the arguments on all aspects of
the question before us and that they have taken full note
of the views which have just beer1 expressed by the
representative of India.
138. I have been asked by the representative of India
to rule the United States draft resolution out of order.
We have already voted to give the United States draft
resolution priority in the voting; the result of that vote
was 45. affirmative votes, 7 negative votes and 5 ab­
stentions. It w.()uld hardly be possible for me to rule this

l' draft resolution out of order in the light of the over­
:vhelming recognition of Jhe legality of the resolution

I
Implied in the previous vote on this draft resolution. I

I

therefore rule that we must proceed to the vote on the
United States draft resolution.
139. Mr. MENON (India): I have come to the
rostrum again under rule 73. In the observations the

I Temporary President made after my submission, it was
il mentioned that the position that I have submitted was

correct under the rules of procedure but that there have
been precedents. Very respectfully, I wish to submit
to you, Madam President, that a precedent does not
overrUle the rules of procedure, especially when the age
of the precedent is only one year. If that were so, it
Would mean that a breach of law on one occasion, what­
ever the reason for it, would be the sanction for the
abrogation of law and the negation of obedience to it.
~her~fore, I would submit that the point that there has

e.en. a precedent or what is now called·~in my sub­
~Isslon, miscalled-a precedent, that is, one occasion,

as no validity in this matter.
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Ibe to seek to impose a restriction on the legitimate
limits of our debate on the report of the Credentials
Committee. The incoming President would he entitled
to rule out of order any discussion on our part of
the Credentials Committee's report with relation to
China, a ruling which we would probably challenge at
the time if it were made.

134. Therefore, having regard to the rules of procedure
and to the fact that the substance of this matter which
we are discussing is one of the utmost importance to the
future o,f this Organization, to the peace of the world
and of immediate and urgent concern, we think it is
showing inadequate regard both to the weight and the
importance of the subject to this Assembly, to have this
matter decided in this way by means of the draft resolu­
tion that has been submitted. The result of it would be
a snap decision on a matter of weight and importance.

135. I therefore submit to you, Madam President, that
the draft resolution before you should be ruled out of
order.
136. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: The rep­
resentative of India has presented the view that it would
be illegal for the Assembly to take action on this ques­
tion by putting the United States draft resolution to
the vote. The rules of procedure represent a normal
guide for the conduct of the business of the General
Assembly. It is of course true that the General Assem­
bly is master of its own rules and, on several occasions
-for example, during the fift1;l and eighth sessions­
it has dealt with the question in plenary meeting without
reference to the Credentials Committee.
137. We are therefore confronted with a conflict in
the normal procedure as set forth in the rules and the
practice of the Assembly as indicated by several pre­
cedents. I am sure that all Members of the Assembly
are fully aware of all the arguments on all aspects of
the question before us and that they have taken full note
of the views which have just been expressed by the
representative of India.
138. I have been asked by the representative of India
to rule the United States draft resolution out of order.
We have already voted to give the United States draft
resolution priority in the voting; the result of that vote
Was 45. affirmative votes, 7 negative votes and 5 ab­
stentions. It w.ould hardly be possible for me to rule this

l' draft resolution out of order in the light of the over­
:vhelming recognition of .the legality of the resolution

I
lInplied in the previous vote on this draft resolution. I

I

therefore rule that we must proceed to the vote on the
United States draft resolution.
139. Mr. MENON (India): I have come to the
rostrum again under rule 73. In the observations the

I Temporary President made after my submission, it was
il l!l1entioned that the position that I have submitted was

correct under the rules of procedure but that there have
been precedents. Very respectfully, I wish to submit
to you, Madam President, that a precedent does not
overrule the rules of procedure, especially when the age
of the precedent is only one year. If that were so, it
would mean that a breach of law on one occasion, what­
ever the reason for it, would be the sanction for the
abrogation of law and the negation of obedience to it.
~her~fore, I would submit that the point that there has

e.en. a precedent or what is now called·~in my sub­
~lssl0n, miscalled-a precedent, that is, one occasion,

as no validity in this matter.

140. I should like to call the attention of the Assem­
bly to rule 164, which provides for the amendment of
the rules of procedure; it is only by this method that
the rules of procedure can be changed.

141. I should now like to make a submission on the
·second point upon which the Temporary President is
advised to reject the submission that I have made,
namely, that the previous vote of the Assembly a few
moments ago is an affirmation that the present motion
is tenable. With great respect, I submit that it is not.
When that vote was taken, the Assembly was not
seized of the position I have stated, that is, no sub­
mission had been made to the Assembly challenging
or questioning the legality or the validity of the pro­
posals before it; The resolution that was 'passed by a
large majority was to decide which of two draft resolu­
tions should be considered first. The Assembly said
that it would consider the draft resolution submitted
by the representative of the United States as having
priority~ That was not a vote on the legality of the
resolution itself; it was not an answer to the ques­
tion whether the motion was valid or not.

142. The submission that I have made is a new one
and is not related to priority. With the greatest respect,
I submit that this is a matter which, in the interests of
the Assembly or in the interests of the question itself
or the rights of Members, should not pe disposed of in
this way. Nor can our desire and the necessity to dis­
cuss the substance of this question be disposed of in this
way. I once again submit that the draft resolution may
be ruled but of order.

143. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: May I ask
the representative of India whether his intervention is
a challenge to my ruling?

144. Mr.MENON (India): I have no difficulty in
answering that question. I have no intention of chal­
lenging the ruling of the Temporary President. I regard
it as my legitimate right and duty to make a submission
to the Temporary President, drawing het attention to
the position. I request a ruling on that basis. If, finally,
after consideration, the·Temporary President rules the
other way, I shall accept the ruling. I reserve my right
to speak on the substance of the draft resolution.

145. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: Since my
ruling has already been made, in accordance with the

. previous decision of the Assembly, we will now proceed
to vote on the draft resolution submitted by the United
States [A/L.177].

A vote was taken by roll-call.
Pem, having been drawn by lot by the Tempot'MY

President, Was called UP01~ to vote first.
In favour: Peru, Philippines, Thailand, Turkey,

Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great
Britain atid Northern Ireland, United States of America,
U ruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium,
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salva­
dor, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hon­
duras, Iceland, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia,
Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay.

Against: Poland, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugo­
slavia, Bunna, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, India, Norway.
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Abstaining: Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen, Afghani­
stan, Egypt, Indonesia.

The draft resolution was adopted by 43 votes to 11,
with 6 abstentions.
146. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: There re­
mains before the Assembly the draft resolution [AI
L.176] submitted by the Soviet Union on this ques­
tion. I now call on the representative of the United
State of America to speak on this question.
147. Mr. LODGE (United States of America) : Basing
myself again on rule 93 of the rules of procedure, which
also gives the Assembly the power to decide whether
or not to vote on a particular proposal, I move that
the Assembly decide not to vote on the Soviet Union
proposal. This is in the interest of simple consistency
in the light of what has just happened. I therefore
ask the Temporary President to put the following
proposal to the Assembly:

"The General Assel1~bly)

"Having adopted the draf.t resolution submitted by
the United States,

"Decides not to vote on the Soviet Union draft
resolution."

I believe that such a motion is necessary under United
Nations procedure.
148. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics to speak on this question.
149. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated frol1~ Russian) : We have just
taken a vote on the draft resolution which it was decided
to put to the vote first. The purport of the resolution
is not to consider, at the present session of .the General
Assembly during· the current year any proposals to
grant the representatives of the Central People's Gov­
ernment of the People's Republic of China their rightful
seat in the General Assembly. This resolution has now
been adopted.
150. .Needless· to say, this resolution is utterly wrong
and will undermine the international prestige of the
United Nations, since only a blind person will deny
what is obvious to every right-thinking person in spite
of the result of the vote. Yet, as a matter of simple
logic, no other proposal on the subject can be dis­
cussed at the present session once such a decision has
been taken.
151. It must however be equally clear that we cannot
discuss, still less adopt, any proposal to the effect that,
in view of the decision taken, no other decision should
be discussed or put to the vote. This is mere tautology
which might satisfy the not over-fastidious self-esteem
of the authors of the resolution just adopted. The
United States proposal to this effect, however, is be­
neath criticism.
152. In deciding not to consider and vote on pro­
posals to invite representatives of the Central People's
Government of the People's Republic of China to the
United Nations, we naturally decided not to adopt
or to put to the vote any other proposal on the subject.
153. Hence the proposal to reaffirm by a special
decision of the General Assembly a fact which is the
direct consequence of a previous decision is untenable.
That is why we object to any supplementary proposals
and decisions by the General Assembly on this ques-

tion, considering that the matter has, unfortunately,
been exhausted at this stage.
154. We naturally reserve the right to continue in
future to fight for justice and for the correct applica­
tion and observance of the principles of international
law. We believe that the proposals submitted here by
the United States delegation are devoid of any moral
political or legal justification. '

155. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the United States to speak on this
question.
156. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): In
view of my understanding that the representative of
the Soviet Union has said he was withdrawing his pro­
posal, I withdraw the proposal that I have just made.
157. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics to speak on this question.

158. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): I wish to ex­
plain that I am not withdrawing my delegation's pro­
posal. We made our proposal, and it is· On record. It
will remain before the General Assembly throughout
the ninth session and will live to see the day when the
majority of the General Assembly will take the side of
justice, and support it. I merely wished to show the
senselessness of Mr. Lodge's proposal.

AGENDA ITEM 3

Appointment. of a Credentials Committee
(concluded)

159. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT : We now
return to the question of the Credentials Committee as
provided for in rule 28 of the rules of procedure. Rule
28 reads as follows:

"A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at
the beginning of each session. It shall consist' of nine
members, who shall be appointed by the General
Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Com­
mittee shall elect its own officers. It shall examine
the credentials of representatives and report without
delay."

:t6O. In. accordance with the provisions of this rule, I
should hke to suggest to the Assembly the following
Members to serve on the Credentials Committee for this
session: Burma, El Salvador, France, Lebanon, New
Zealand, Pakistan, the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics, the United States of America and Uruguay.
161. If there is no objection, I shall consider that the
proposal has been approved by the General Assembly.

It was so decided.

AGENDA ITEM 4

Election of the President

162. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: The next
item on the agenda is the election of the President of
the ninth session of the General Assembly. The election
will be held in accordance with rules 31 and 94 of the
rules of procedure. Rule 94 provides that all elections
shall be held by secret ballot and that there shall be
no nominations. The Assembly will therefore proceed
immediately to the vote.
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Abstaining: Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen, Afghimi­
stan, Egypt, Indonesia.

The draft resolution was adopted by 43 votes to 11,
with 6 abstentions.

146. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: There re­
mains before the Assembly the draft resolution [AI
L.176] submitted by the Soviet Union on this ques­
tion. I now call on the representative of the United
State of America to speak on this question.

147. Mr. LODGE (United States of America) : Basing
myself again on rule 93 of the rules of procedure, which
also gives the Assembly the power to decide whether
or not to vote on a particular proposal, I move that
the Assembly decide not to vote on the Soviet Union
proposal. This is in the interest of simple consistency
in the light of what has just happened. I therefore
ask the Temporary President to put the following
proposal to the Assembly:

"The General Assel1~bly)

"Having adopted the draf.t resolution submitted by
the United States,

"Decides not to vote on the Soviet Union draft
resolution."

I believe that such a motion is necessary under United
Nations procedure.
148. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics to speak on this question.

149. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated frol1~ Russian) : We have just
taken a vote on the draft resolution which it was decided
to put to the vote first. The purport of the resolution
is not to consider, at the present session of .the General
Assembly during· the current year any proposals to
grant the representatives of the Central People's Gov­
ernment of the People's Republic of China their rightful
seat in the General Assembly. This resolution has now
been adopted.
150. .Needless. to say, this resolution is utterly wrong
and will undermine the international prestige of the
United Nations, since only a blind person will deny
what is obvious to every right-thinking person in spite
of the result of the vote. Yet, as a matter of simple
logic, no other proposal on the subject can be dis­
cussed at the present session once such a decision has
been taken.
151. It must however be equally clear that we cannot
discuss, still less adopt, any proposal to the effect that,
in view of the decision taken, no other decision should
be discussed or put to the vote. This is mere tautology
which might satisfy the not over-fastidious self-esteem
of the authors of the resolution just adopted. The
United States proposal to this effect, however, is be­
neath criticism.
152. In deciding not to consider and vote on pro­
posals to invite representatives of the Central People's
Government of the People's Republic of China to the
United Nations, we naturally decided not to adopt
or to put to the vote any other proposal on the subject.
153. Hence the proposal to reaffirm by a special
decision of the General Assembly a fact which is the
direct consequence of a previous decision is untenable.
That is why we object to any supplementary proposals
and decisions by the General Assembly on this ques-

tion, considering that the matter has, unfortunately,
been exhausted at this stage.
154. We naturally reserve the right to continue in
future to fight for justice and for the correct applica­
tion and observance of the principles of international
law. We believe that the proposals submitted here by
the United States delegation are devoid of any moral
political or legal justification. '

155. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the United States to speak on this
question.

156. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): In
view of my understanding that the representative of
the Soviet Union has said he was withdrawing his pro­
posal, I withdraw the proposal that I have just made.
157. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: I call on
the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics to speak on this question.

158. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): I wish to ex­
plain that I am not withdrawing my delegation's pro­
posal. We made our proposal, an,d it is· On record. It
will remain before the General Assembly throughout
the ninth session and will live to see the day when the
majority of the General Assembly will take the side of
justice, and support it. I merely wished to show the
senselessness of Mr. Lodge's proposal.

AGENDA ITEM 3

Appointment. of a Credentials Committee
(concluded)

159. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: We now
return to the question of the Credentials Committee as
provided for in rule 28 of the rules of procedure. Rule
28 reads as follows:

"A Credentials Committee shall be appo~nted at
the beginning of each session. It shall consist of nine
members, who shall be appointed by the General
Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Com­
mittee shall elect its own officers. It shall examine
the credentials of representatives and report without
delay."

~60. In. accordance with the provisions of this rule, I
should hke to suggest to the Assembly the following
Members to serve on the Credentials Committee for this
session: Burma, El Salvador, France, Lebanon, New
Zealand, Pakistan, the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics, the United States of America and Uruguay.

161. If there is no objection, I shall consider that .the
proposal has been approved by the General Assembly.

It was so decided.

AGENDA ITEM 4

Election of the President

162. The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT: The next
item on the agenda is the election of the President of
the ninth session of the General Assembly. The election
will be held in accordance with rules 31 and 94 of the
rules of procedure. Rule 94 provides that all elections
shall be held by secret ballot and that there shall be
no nominations. The Assembly will therefore proceed
immediately to the vote.
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At the invitation of the TemporMy President, Mr.
Morales (Nicaragua,) and Mr. Engen (Norway) acted
as tellers.

A vote was taken by secret ballot.
Number of ballot papers: 60

Invalid ballots: 0
Number of valid ballots: 60
Abstentions: 12
Number of valid votes cast: 48
Req1tired majority: 25

Number of votes obtained:
Mr. van Kleffens (Netherlands) A5
Prince Wan Waithayakon (Thailand) 3

Having obtained the required majority, Mr. van
Kleffens (Netherlands) was elected President of the
ninth session of the General Assembly, and took the
Chair.

A.ddress by Mr. van Kleffens, President of the
ninth session of the General A.ssembly

163. The PRESIDENT: I deeply appreciate the con­
fidence that you have placed in me. I hope that when
I leave this place that confidence will still be intact.
You will not expect me to occupy the Presidency with
Mrs. Pandit's grace which, together with her many other
distinguished qualities, entitles her to our enduring re­
gard and admiration. But you can rely on my im­
partiality. I know I may count in turn upon your co­
operation.
164. In order to stress that, in confonnity with the
rules of procedure, we have more than one working

, language, I propose to speak in English .and in French
on alternate days. I have an equal sympathy for our
other working language, Spanish, whose sonorous vigour
I admire, but my knowledge of that language is not
equal to directing your debates in it.
165. At this time the world has the inestimable
privilege of there being no organized armed clashes
anywhere on any important scale. All nations are thank­
ful that this is so, and that there is no increase in the
shocking numbers of the dead, the wounded and the
hom~less of that new and !1gly phenomenon, undeclared
hut very real war. And yet, in spite of these blessings,
many have a sense of living under a lowering sky. A
dark and sombre threat is hanging over 11S. Man has
been successful in wresting from nature some of. its
most closely guarded secrets to the point where the
utter destruction of our own kind is now a possibility.
166. ,A situation so serious has never existed before
in the long progress of the human race through the
ages. It is a situation all the more disquieting since­
let us humbly admit it---not only our forebears but, in
P~rticular, our own generation have so far miserably
faded to behave in such a manner as to make this earth
yvhich has been entrusted to us a safe and happy place
In which to live.
167. I feel sure that I am voicing the feelings of all
then~tions, and in particular your own feelings, in ex­
~ress~ng the conviction that the situation I have just
escnbed requires from us the greatest goodwill, the

utmost prudence, and a maximum of restraint in actionknd in speech; for we are seated no longer on a mere
eg of powder, but on a thermo-nuc1ear bomb. Let
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there be no mistake: our responsibilities have increased
accordingly, and if that applies to each and everyone
of us, the Powers which possess those engines of an~

nihilation will surely agree that it applies to them and
to their agents with particular force.
168. What the world at large ex.pects from us here
is a contribution to general peace on a basis of live and
let live. Mere co-existence will not satisfy people;
corpses can also co-exist. The nations need much more
than that, and there lies our ambitious and difficult pro­
gramme.
169. I know, of course, that as we are sitting here we
are not acting freely. We are acting on instructions.
Even the Foreign. Ministers and Secretaries of State
amongst us are not entirely at liberty to do as they
would like to do, dependent as they are on the collective
attitude of the Government of which they are members.
Therefore, what we shall or shall not accomplish here
depends first and foremost upon our C.70vernments. But
that does not mean that our own share is small; on the
contrary, it is very large. By goodwill, tolerance and
understanding for each other, by advising our Govern­
ments in conformity with the Purposes and Principles
of the Charter and with what we know are the natural,
respectable, and imperative wishes of decent people
everywhere, we can contribute a great deal.
170. I express the hope that the ninth session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations may distin­
guish itself in this and every other laudable respect.
171. And now, if you agree, to work.

Establishment of an Ad Hoc Political Committee

172. The .PRESIDENT : Before adjourning the
meeting, the Assembly may wish to deal with the ques­
tion of the establishment of an Ad Hoc Political Com­
mittee for the duration of the .present session. As Mem­
bers are aware, the Secretary-General has referred to
this matter in his memorandum to the General Com­
mittee, which has been circulated as document A/BUR/
138, paragraph 5. It is thought desirable that the As­
sembly should take a decision at this time inasmuch
as its action will have a bearing on the composition of
the General Committee which, as representatives know,
should be constituted as soon as possible in order to
report to the General Assembly on the adoption of
the agenda.
'173. Unless I hear an objection, I shall consider that,
as at previous sessions, the General Assembly agrees
to the establishment of the Ad Hoc Political Committee.

It was so decided.

Programme of work
174. The PRESIDENT: The six Main Committees
and the Ad Hoc Political Committee will meet suc­
cessively in this hall tomorrow mortling, beginning at
10.30, for the purpose of electing their respective chair­
men.
175. The Assembly will meet in plenary session im­
mediately following the conclusion of these elections so
that it may proceed to the election. of the seven Vice­
Presidents. The membership of the General Committee
will then be complete.

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.
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At the invitation of the TemporMY President, Mr.
Morales (Nicaragua,) and Mr. Engen (Norway) acted
as tellers.

A vote was taken by secret ballot.
Number of ballot papers: 60

Invalid ballots: 0
Number of valid ballots: 60
Abstentions: 12
Number of valid votes cast: 48
Required majority: 25

Number of votes obtained:
Mr. van Kleffens (Netherlands) A5
Prince Wan Waithayakon (Thailand) 3

Having obtained the required majority, Mr. van
Kleffens (Netherlands) was elected President of the
ninth session of the General Assembly, and took the
Chair.

A.ddress by Mr. van Kleffens, President of the
ninth session of the General A.ssembly

163. The PRESIDENT: I deeply appreciate the con­
fidence that you have placed in me. I hope that when
I leave this place that confidence will still be intact.
You will not expect me to occupy the Presidency with
Mrs. Pandit's grace which, together with her many other
distinguished qualities, entitles her to our enduring re­
gard and admiration. But you can rely on my im­
partiality. I know I may count in turn upon your co­
operation.
164. In order to stress that, in confonnity with the
rules of procedure, we have more than one working
language, I propose to speak in English .and in French
on alternate days. I have an equal sympathy for our
other working language, Spanish, whose sonorous vigour
I admire, but my knowledge of that language is not
equal to directing your debates in it.
165. At this time the world has the inestimable
privilege of ther~ being no organized armed clashes
anywhere on any important scale. All nations are thank­
ful that this is so, and that there is no increase in the
shocking numbers of the dead, the wounded and the
hom~less of that new and !1gly phenomenon, undeclared
hut very real war. And yet, in spite of these blessings,
many have a sense of living under a lowering sky. A
dark and sombre threat is hanging over us. Man has
been successful in wresting from nature some of. its
most closely guarded secrets to the point where the
utter destruction of our own kind is now a possibility.
166. ,A situation so serious has never existed before
in the long progress of the human race through the
ages. It is a situation all the more disquieting since-­
let us humbly admit it---not only our forebears but, in
P~rticular, our own generation have so far miserably
faIled to behave in such a manner as to make this earth
yvhich has been entrusted to us a safe and happy place
In which to live.
167. I feel sure that I am voicing the feelings of all
the nations, and in particular your own feelings, in ex­
~ressing the conviction that the situation I have just
escribed requires from us the greatest goodwill, the
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there be no mistake: our responsibilities have increased
accordingly, and if that applies to each and everyone
of us, the Powers which possess those engines of an­
nihilation will surely agree that it applies to them and
to their agents with particular force.
168. What the world at large expects from us here
is a contribution to general peace on a basis of live and
let live. Mere co-existence will not satisfy people;
corpses can also co-exist. The nations need much more
than that, and there lies our ambitious and difficult pro­
gramme.
169. I know, of course, that as we are sitting here we
are not acting freely. We are acting on instructions.
Even the Foreign. Ministers and Secretaries of State
amongst us are not entirely at liberty to do as they
would like to do, dependent as they are on the collective
attitude of the Government of which they are members.
Therefore, what we shall or shall not accomplish here
depends first and foremost upon our C.70vernments. But
that does not mean that our own share is small; on the
contrary, it is very large. By goodwill, tolerance and
understanding for each other, by advising our Govern­
ments in conformity with the Purposes and Principles
of the Charter and with what we know are the natural,
respectable, and imperative wishes of decent people
everywhere, we can contribute a great deal.
170. I express the hope that the ninth session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations may distin­
guish itself in this and every other laudable respect.
171. And now, if you agree, to work.

Establishment of an Ad Hoc Political Committee

172. The .PRESIDENT : Before adjourning the
meeting, the Assembly may wish to deal with the ques­
tion of the establishment of an Ad Hoc Political Com­
mittee for the duration of the .present session. As Mem­
bers a,re aware, the Secretary-General has referred to
this matter in his memorandum to the General Com­
mittee, which has been circulated as document A/BUR/
138, paragraph 5. It is thought desirable that the As­
sembly should take a decision at this time inasmuch
as its action will have a bearing on the composition of
the General Committee which, as representatives know,
should be constituted as soon as possible in order to
report to the General Assembly on the adoption of
the agenda.
'173. Unless I hear an objection, I shall consider that,
as at previous sessions, the General Assembly agrees
to the establishment of the Ad Hoc Political Committee.

It was so decided.

Programme of work
174. The PRESIDENT: The six Main Committees
and the Ad Hoc Political Committee will meet suc­
cessively in this hall tomorrow mortling, beginning at
10.30, for the purpose of electing their respective chair­
men.
175. The Assembly will meet in plenary session im­
mediately following the conclusion of these elections so
that it may proceed to the election. of the seven Vice­
Presidents. The membership of the General Cotprnittee
will then be complete.

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.
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