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AGENDA ITEM 108
Question of Palestine (continued)

1. Mr. KARHILO (Finland): The situation in the
Middle East has, since the Second World War, con-
stituted a serious danger to the international political
situation as a whole, This unsettled conflict has been
and still is like a grave illness in the body of the inter-
national community. Our inability to find a remedy
for it has caused immense suffering to the population in
the region and has somctimes brought the international
situation to the verge of a world-wide conflagration.

2. The Government of Finland has repeatedly
expressed the fervent hope that the parties concerned
and the great Powers, having special responsibilities
under the Charter for the maintenance of international
peace and security, will do their utmost to bring about
a just and lasting solution to the conflict through
peaceful means. The United Nations, of course, has
been engaged in the search for peace in the Middle
East in 2 number of ways, such as good offices, media-
tion and peace-keeping. It is encouraging to note that
nowadays a variety of countries, both developed and
developing, render their services to the United Na.
goqs peace-keeping operations on a wide geographical
nasis.

3. It is also true that the entire membership is in-
volved in the search for peace, not only through its
participation in the deliberations in the General As-
sembly but also through its collective contribution
to the upkeep of the United Nations peace-keeping
forces in the area. However, the time may have come
for us, as Members of the world Organization, which
was established for the maintenance of peace, to ask
ourselves whether we have been able or willing to
evaluate realistically enough all the pertinent factors in
this tragic conflict.

4. My delegation believes that it is revealing in itself
that this time the General Assembly, having approved
a separate item on the subject, is focusing its attention
on the question of Palestine rather than on the conflict

in the Middle East in a more general sense. In our view
these two questions are inseparable, Therefore, when
my delegation was faced in this Assembly with the
proposal to invite the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion [PLO] to be represented here in our deliberations
it voted in favour. We considered it important that
the PLO present its views to us on a matter of direct
concern to the Palestinians, We sincerely hope that
this debate will :volve in such a way as not to under-
mine the efforts so far undertaken to further a solu-
tion to the conflict but, rather, to enhance the pos-
sibilities for peace. Thus this debate, reminding the
international community as it does of the need to take
into account the legitimate rights of the Palestinians,
could bring us a step closer to and not move us further
away from a peaceful settlement. We realize, of course,
that this debate of itself will not suffice to bring about
such a settlement. We look forward to peaceful efforts
by the parties principally concerned, and in particular
we consider it important that the Geneva negotiations
on the Middle East be resumed as soon as possible.

5. From the recent history of the Middle Fast, and
from the conflicting positions of the parties here, one
thing clearly emerges. It is that the only effective way
to advance towards durable peace is to remove the
condition of insecurity that has long prevailed in the
area, My delegation has consistently stressed the prin-
ciple of the inadmissibility of territorial occupation
through conquest, We consider, therefore, that Israel
gshcigg!’ withdraw from all the Arab territories occupied
ln ’

6. At the same time, my delegation has emphasized
the right of all States of the region, including Israel,
to live in peace and security and free from the threat
or use of force, We believe that when the United
Nations is trying to uphold justice for one it cannot
do injustice to others.

7. To conclude, I should like to quote from a speech
made by the President of the Republic of Finland on
19 December 1973, He said:

“It will not be possible to find a durable, peaceful
solution in Palestine until justice is done to the Arabs
who originally inhabited Palestine, This fact, and not
50 much the question of national borders, lies at
the heart of the conflict.”

8. Mr. JAMAL (Quatar) (interpretation from Ara-
bic): 'The historic decision of the General Assembly
to study the cause of Palestine and to invite the PLO,
ss the legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people, to participate in the discussion was & wise one,
which has given us satisfaction and a feeling of security.
That decision in itself constitutes support and encour-
agement not only for the deprived and struggling
Palestinian people but also for all peoples desiring
to schieve their objectives of freedom, independence
and self-determination—objectives enshrined in the
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Charter of this august Organization and in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.

9. The spirit of tolerance and magnanimity of the Pal-
estinian people and its desire for peace based on justice
were truly represented and expressed by Yasser Ara-
fat, the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
PLO in his speech to the Assembly [2282nd meeting].
That spirit of tolerance shown by a dispersed and
anguished people towards those responsible for their
dispersal and their anguish should be compared to the
spirit of ferocity, overweaning pride and innate arro-
gance of the Zionist rulers, with their insistence on
aggression and their denial of the very existence of
the Palestinian Arab people.

10, The people of Palestine is not just an idea in
the minds of some, it is not a temporary, ephemeral
phenomenon that has appeared on the horizon; it is
a fixed, tangible reality as witnessed by the continued
existence of this people even 25 years after its dis-
persal, It is tangible in its singular ancient civiliza-
tion and its history, teeming with glorious events, and
rooted in its deep faith in its right to exist and prosper
in the land of its forefathers. It is fixed in the blood
shed by its sons in defence of its territories, in its
unity, its rights, its heritage and its nationalism,

11. The Zionists who pretend that Palestine was
simply a desert area devoid of people when they de-
cided to emigrate to it deceive no one but themselves,
Was Jerusalem a ghost city? And who lived ii. Yafa,
Haifa, Lod and Ramallah? Were those ghosts turned
into human beings by witcheraft once the Zionist plan
of seizing Palestine became obvious? No: the Pales-
tinian people had a homeland in Palestine and lived
continuously in Palestine from the earliest times.
Therefore to uproot them was a crime that should be
paid for as soon as possible. The right of the Palestinian
people to remain on their territory cannot be bar-
gained over and no one who believes in justice or
in ‘lt]l:c simplest human values can deny or ignore that
right,

12. The crimes committed by the Nazis against the
Jews in Europe, the oppression and torture to which
. the Jews of that continent were subjected at that stage

in history or at any other time by one régime or another
were used by zionism as a pretext for committing
crimes against a people that had nothing to do with
the tragedies in Europe, a people that was pained and
continues to be pained by the sufferings of those in-
nocent victims,

13, We cannot conceal this question, Does the fact
that a ctime is committed against a person give the
victim of that crime the right to commit another crime
against innocent people? That is the logic of zionism,
which is at the same time the starting-point and the
corner-stone of its State,

14, We have often heard words spoken by the Zionists
and their allies in justification of the creation of the
State of Israel, saying that this State is the fortress
and the outpost of the West in the East and that it is
the springboard for Western civilization in a backward
and uncivilized area, This sick, racist logic, which is
self-condemnatory, is one of the reasons for the tragedy
of the Palestinian people. It is ironic that the Zionist
régime, which has denied all human values and violates
every rule, should continue its attempts to convince

the world that it is the defender of Western civilization
in the East,

15. Asregards Arab civilization, history has recorded
its great achievements, which had a deep effect on
Western civilization. Can anyone forget that Palestine,
which was the cradle of sacred religions, was the
crad'l?c also of the most ancient civilization known by
man

16. Our contemporary society is passing through a
period of history in which the curtains of imperialism
and secular racism have been lifted, as far as 70 peoples
and States are concerned, Therefore, this increases the
depth of the tragedy of the Palestinian people because
they have lost not only their independence but also
their land, their most precious possessions, at the
very time when dozens of peoples have achieved
independence and the right to self-determination,

17. It is not logical that anyone should ask the Pales-
tinian people to accept this unnatural situation or to
give in to the forces of injustice that have driven them
away from their lands and their property or expect
them to become the sacrificial lamb on the altar of
zionism and its closed oppressive régime.

18. The racist Zionist régime in Israel has two allies
and companions in isolation from the international
community, They are the white minority régimes in
South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. These three
régimes depend on their belief in racial superiority,
which gives them the right to expel or enslave the
indigenous population, In the belief that the enslaved
and the persons who have been driven away will not
willingly submit, they have resorted to methods of
force, murder and terrorism to attack these persons
and weaken their determination to achieve their rights.
But history, as the President of the Assembly knows
from his personal experience, bears witness to the
fact that attempts to extinguish the flame of liberty
will only make it burn brighter and that the nightmare
of injustice must give way and be replaced by the
dawn of freedom.

19. The expulsion of the people of Palestine from
its lands, on the one hand, while the Jews of the world
have been invited to emigrate to Palestine, on the
other, constitute two integral objectives in the frame-
work of Zionist ambitions, which are aimed at setting
up a Zionist empire extending from the Nile to the
Euphrates. Proof of all this can be seen in the fact that
Israel does not permit the Palestinians to retum to
their homes and gives their houses and properties
to the emigrating Jews who have come to Palestine
from every part of the world. The Jew who comes to
the land of Palestine today is immediately given, by
the oppressive Law of Return, all the rights of which
the Arab Palestinian has been deprived--the Arab
Palestinian who was born and grew up on this land,

20. ‘There is now no need to doubt the existence of
the expansionist policy of Israel. One look at the mup
of Palestine and the neighbouring Arab areas around it
and the changes imposed by zionism through the force
of arms since 1947, and down to this very day, gives
proof positive of the inherently aggressive nature of
the Zionist régime. The truth of this is demonstrated
by the statements of the Israeli authorities themselves,
For example, Moshe Dayan has said that the frontiers
of Israel are the farthest points that the Israeli soldier
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can reach, and the Israeli Minister of Tourism has
said that Isracl has been building up colonies in the
occupied Arab areas since 1967 because Israel will
maintain and keep them. The acts and statements
of responsible authorities in Israel have unmasked
the true face of their reactionary, expansionist régime.

21. We believe that the immediate withdrawal of
Israel from the Arab territories occupied in 1967 and
the abrogation of the Law of Return will constitute
two effective elements in bringing a just and durable
peace to the area,

22. The Arab peoples, which have rejected and con-
tinue to reject with determination the dispersal of the
Palestinian people and the usurpation of its rights,
have welcomed in the past and continue to welcome the
Jews who have emigrated from the oppression of the
fascist régimes of Europe. I should like to remind this
Assembly that the Arab peoples have throughout
history opened their doors wide to all those of various
religious beliefs who have sought refuge, including
the Jews who came there to escape from religious
oppression in Europe beginning with the end of the
fifteenth century,

23, Mr. Yasser Arafat also explained in his state-
ment before this Assembly that the people of Palestine
still differentiate between hated zionism and the Jews
of Palestine and the world, Zionist racism has changed
the Jewish religion into a cheap tool that it uses in its
campaign to liquidate the Palestine cause and the Arab
people of Palestine.

24. The only resolution of the United Nations that
has been accepted by world Zionism is the ill-fated
resolution calling for the partition of Palestine and
the creation of the State of Israel in 1947, It is, of
course, known that the United Nations at that time
was under political pressure by a small number of
States and that, at the same time, it was not repre-
sentative of the will of the international community
as it is today.

25, Even the decision on partition included a call to
ensure justice for the Arabs of Palestine, but Israel
rejected that call, as it has continued to reject all the
decisions in support of the rights of the people of
Palestine taken by the United Nations since that year.
For that reason, Israel today finds itself in virtually
total isolation in this international Organization. In fact,
the question of its continued membership here should
be reviewed. We believe that the United Nations,
which adopted the resolution containing the Plan of
Partition in 1947 [resolution 18] (II)] without con.
sulting the Arab people of Palestine is today a fitting
place in which to review the caues of this dispersed
and deprived people.

26. We also hope that the talks on the Palestine
cause will achieve impartial and tangible results in the
context of the restoration of the legitimate and natural
rights of the Palestinian people, which has not lost all
hope in the justice of our Organization, despite the
fact that the Organization originally participated in
the txi:;edy, and at the time ignored the rights of that
people.

27, The failure of the efforts exerted by the United
Nations in the past is due to the fact that those efforts
were confined to trying to mitigate the effects of the
conflict without trying to solve its root cause,

28. Israeli methods and practices in the occupied
Arab territories since 1967 contravene the simplest
basic principles of human rights, and are in viola-
tion of the United Nations Charter. Hundreds of Pales-
tinians are thrown into Isracli gaols without having
committed any crime and without any trial. Their
torture and their murder remind us of the barbaric
methods practised by Hitler and his gang. These facts
are proved by the report of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories
[A4/9817], to whose members the authorities in Israel
refused permission to enter the country to carry out
their task, for fear that they might find out the truth
that is now emerging, and that is admitted even by
some of the Israeli organizations and newspapers
themselves, such as the organization of Mr. Israel
Sl;ghak, which is concerned with human and civil
rights.

29, Acts of terrorism carried out by Isracl against
the Palestinian civilians and the Arabs have extended
even outside the borders of Palestine—to schools
and hospitals in Egypt; to refugee camps in Lebanon;
and to the Golan Heights, where the Zionist forces
have destroyed the city of Quneitra, which has an
ancient history. The acts of oppression and terrorism
carried out by the authorities of Israel will only in-
crease the determination of the Palestinian Arab people.
to reclaim their usurped rights,

30. We believe that the international community
has now become convinced that a prompt and per-
manent peace will not be brought about in the Middle
East unless and until the legitimate rights of the Pales-
tinian people have been restored in full. The United
Nations, as the supreme international Organization
responsible for the strengthening of international
Jjustice and the maintenance of peace and security in
the world, is called upon, and is in duty bound, to
correct the unjust situation imposed on the Palestinian
people throughout the last 26 years and to implement
its various decisions and resolutions A!ﬂrmlr*hott:
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. ‘
legitimate rights require that that people should return
to. its homeland and set up an independent State on
}ts :]erritory after liberating it from the racist Zionist
with.

31, The State of Qatar, its Government and its
people stand firmly behind the noble Palestinian
people in its struggle to achieve a political and national
existence and its right to self-determination on its own
territory. Inevitably, the march of history is on the
side of militant people in every part of the world, and
the people of Palestine will be victorious just as the
people of Algeria were victorious, just as all the other
peoples of the third world were victorious, and right
and justice will be restored to their rightful place.

32, Mr. BAROODY (Saudi Arabin): The Mayor of
New York has complained that the security a .
ments to guard United Nations diplomats are cos

the city $700,000 or s0 and he has appealed to the
Federal Government of the host country to assist the
City of New York by contributing to these extrs-
ordinaty expenditures.

33. Most of us, in the Inte 1940, were not in favour
of having the United Nations Hesdquarters estab-
lished in New York City, for many reasons which
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I need not adduce today. It was mostly the Zionists
who threw their weight on the side of selecting New
York City as the capital of our Organization, and
Mr. Nelson Rockefeller was ready to assist by making
available the site, which at one time was a slaughter-
house on the East River. Perhaps the Mayor should
apply to Mr. Rockefeller for financial assistance in
meecting the deficit, and thereby save the city tax-
payer from further financial burdens. I am sure that
such a contribution by Mr. Rockefeller would be
tax deductible,

34. Baut let us be frank, Why does New York require
such huge expenditures to ensure the safety of United
Nations diplomats? No such extra funds are required
at Geneva, where the Organization and its specialized
agencies function on an extensive scale in full freedom
and without fear on the part of the diplomats. The
answer is very simple. New York has been the foun-
tainhead of the Zionist movement since the year 1916,
If the Zionists protest, the whole city is astir, They
appeal to the emotions of millions who live in this
metropolis, With what result? If the Zionists disap-
prove of the internal policy of the Soviet Union be-
cause allegedly the Soviets do not allow every Soviet
Jew to leave his homeland, they demonstrate, and
the pages of the newspapers are filled with calumnies.
But they do not stop at that, They snipe at an apart-
ment building in which women and children are lodged
ién the Soviet Mission, Such things do not happen at
eneva,

35. Is there any doubt that we are in the wrong
place, here in New York? How many Zionists are
there in the whole world? They constitute not even a
small fraction of the Jewish population, I once asked
a friend of mine, a Jewish friend, ‘Do you think there
can be something like 20,000 or 30,000 active Zio-
nists?’”’ He said, “You are exaggerating, There are
hardly 5,000, who have been indoctrinating the Jews
of the world in order to make them do whatever the
Zionists command’’,

36. Never in history have we seen such a small num-
ber wield such great influence as to bend to their will
" a great country like the United States, a country with
a population of 210 million, They bend it to their polit-
ical will. And our American friends, including the
Jews who are not Zionists, have to submit,

37. What have we done to the major Powers, that
they should support Zionism? They have supported
it since 1917, when this country was railroaded into
the First World War by none other than the Zionists,
and Mr., Wilson himself, the then President of the
United States, appointed Mr. Brandeis to membership
cZ;( the Supreme Court of Justice to propitiate the
jonists,

38. I have spoken for the last 50 or 52 years on this
question of Pelestine. I wondered whether today
I should have & written statement, in which I could
marshal the facts as I have adduced them since the
year 1925, when I first made & pilgrimage to Jerusalem
and met with none other than the late Grand Mufti of
Jerusalem, may God rest his soul in peace. He was &
few years older than I, and I remember he had an office
at the door of the Mosque of Omar, where we met,
Ins 2 Pan-Arab, he as the head of the Muslim religious
community of Jerusalem. I told him we considered
the Jews our brothers since they were Semites, He

said, ““Yes, our Jews.” I asked ‘‘Are there other
Jews?’—which reveals how ignorant I was at that time,
He said, ‘‘The Jews who want Palestine were con-
verted to Judaism. They are from Europe’’. And that
was before Hitler—Ilater I learned that they were con-
verted to Judaism in the eighth century. Their ancestors
had never set eyes on Palestine. ‘*Can there be peace?’’
I asked him, He replied, ‘‘There is no problem with
our brothers the Jews of Palestine. Our problem is
with the European Jews who are being abetted by the

at Powers to come and colonize this land’’, I thought

was exaggerating., He was a man who was involved,
a man called a terrorist. He was a very kind man,
He had to flee from one country to another lest he fall
into the clutches of the imperialists. They said he was
pro-Nazi because he went to Berlin during the Hitler
era. Where did they want him to go—to London, Paris,
New York or Washington, where he would have been
incarcerated and perhaps liquidated?

39. By the same token, Mr. Churchill allied himself
with none other than the late Mr. Stalin. And Mr, Chur-
chill hated communism like no one before or after him,
But when he wds asked why he was allying himself
with the Russians, he said, ‘I would ally myself with
the Devil himself to beat Hitler'',

40, But you, certain Powers, take exception to any
of the Palestinians—starting with the late Grand Mufti
of Jerusalem--taking refuge in another country. And
he did 80 in order to see that his people were liberated
from the Mandate, which was colonialism in disguise.

41, Are there double standards? Let us have a valil
reason why the Palestinians should not fight to regain
their homeland.

42. It was right for the Nazis to be terrorized wher-
ever they were—by the Maquis, by guerrillas of all
kinds everywhere. They were heroes. But the Pales-
tinians are terrorists, By what yardstick of justice?

43, Time and again I have asked this question. I chal-
lenge you to answer-~those who call those Palestinians
terrorists, Who started the violence in Palestine?
Have you ever heard of the Stern Gang, the Irgun
Tzeva’i Leumi, the Haganah, the Palmach? Were they
angels floating over Palestine? Who killed Lord
Moyne in cold blood? Who assassinated Count Ber-
nadotte? Who destroyed the King David Hotel? Who
hanged British Tommies from the branches of the trees
of Palestine? Finally, who at dawn surrounded a
peaceful Arab village, none other than Deir Yassin,
with a population of 250 or 300 and massacred not
only the human beings there but the animals—every
creature that moved-—and cut down the trees, Joshua-
style, as when Joshua took Jerusalem?

44, How do I know? I have brought the Bible with me;
look at that Bible. I have studied it for 50 years. I can
quote chapter andd verse, and I challenge anyone to
say that I am wrong. Violence came to the Holy Land
at the hands of those central and eastern European
Zionists whose ancestors had been converted to
Judaism in the eighth century; they had originated in
the northern part of Asia, and when they moved as
tribes in the first century A.D. they skirted the Caspian
Sen until they settled in what today is southern Russia,

45. **He who starts evil is more tyrannical.”” [ am not
justifying violence—far be it from me to say that there
shoulkd be violence—in the Holy [and or anywhere
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else in the world. Man was born to die. His lif¢ is a short
span. Let him die peacefully. No, you have to come
from abroad, using Judaism—a noble religion—as
motivation for a political end, You are not the first
to use religion as a motivation for wars. I feel sorry for
you. Do not think that I hate you. I pray for you that
God may guide you.

46, Here, Sir, is the Bible. In Genesis, chapter 2,
verse 22, we learn that Adam was in the garden of
Eden and Eve was a rib of Adam. I am not going into
the allegories of the Bible. It is a holy book. Everyone
is entitled to believe in what he wishes to believe, and
not to believe if he refuses to believe, ‘‘There is no
compulsion in religion’’, Therefore, Adam and Eve,
according to the Bible, happened to be the ancestors
of the whole of mankind, Therefore, what privilege
have some over others? Now, mind you, I am ad-
dressing this to the Zionists, not to the Jews. The Jews
never acted in such a way as to use the Bible for polit-
ical or economic ends.

47. Again, we go to the Bible, to Exodus, chapter 22,
verses 21 to 23:

“Thou shall neither vex a stranger, nor oppress
him: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

hj;(}(e shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless
child.

“If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at
all unto me, I will surely hear their cry.”

48. You came from central and eastern Europe and
killed not ofly strangers, but killed the people of the
land—and I am going to surprise you. I mentioned
this to the United States Secretary of State, Mr. Kis-
singer, when I met him a few weeks ago. I said, “Do
you know, Mr, Kissinger—perhaps you can correct
me if | am wrong—~who left Germany during the Hitler
era? Mostly the affluent and the influential, Other-
wise, there would not have been any Jews left in
Qn:kr‘many to kill or to persecute.”” He said, “That is
A

49, Letusgo back to 70 A.D. I was not merely quoting
from history books; I spent years researching what
happened in the region of the Middle East, and espe-
cially in Palestine, since we were afflicted with this new
form of colonialism. The Romans were interested in
ruling, Like the British many centuries after them, they
did not interfere with the existing traditions; the British
did not want to Anglicize their colonial peoples—and
the Romans before them had the same approach. They
propitiated the Jews—our Jews—in Palestine. Re-
member, they had Jewish leaders who were in author-
ity, They could not please them. They are Semites
as we are—the Arabs are Semites, we are very tena-
cious. So finally the Romans said, *‘The best thing
would be to destroy the Temple” . That was in 70 A.D.
Unfortunately, they did destroy the Temple—and I will
come to that Iater. They talk of the Diaspora. Who left
Palestine? The affluent and the influential. The bulk
of the Jews that kived in Palestine then remained
there. The Romans did not have any quarrel with the
common man, with the peasant, with the small trades-
man They were after the influential and the rich who
stirred up trouble against the Roman Empire,

50. And many of those Jews who were in Palestine
embeaced Christinnity —they became Christiuns. Then
Byzantium came on to the sene, and Byzantium

deteriorated: its people did not live up to the Christian
religion they professed. /Zind it so happened that,
14 centuries or so ago, the Prophet Muhammad ap-
peared in our region, and the torch-bearers of Islam
spread westward, and many of the disgruntled Chris-
tians embraced Islam,

51. Ethnologically, the Muslims and the Christians
cs)t; Palestine were the real Semites—the original
mites.

52. And then who comes? Those converted Jews.

53. If anybody speaks a word against the Zionist
machinations, he is ‘‘an anti-Semite’’, They have a
Semitic religion, but the English have a Semitic reli-
gion and that does not make them Semites. The French
have a Semitic religion—Christianity~-but that docs
not make them Semitcs, Many of our African brothers
who are Muslims belong to a Semitic religion—which
is Islam—but that does not make them Semites,
Semitism is a composite of a way of life, of language,
of belief, of common interests in an area, of geography.

54, And they come-—they who are descended from
inhabitants of the northern tier of Asia. Their ancestors
never set eyes on Palestine, yet they have the nerve
to say: ‘‘We are the people of the Holy Land; we are
the people of Palestine’’, Whom do you think you are
fooling? You cannot fool me. You may fool those on
whose emotions you play, You cannot fool us,

55. The propaganda of the Zionists in this host
country is something the like of which 1 have never
seen before, Yasser Arafat stood behind this podium,
All that was lacking, perhaps, was an actual olive
branch so that he might have waved it and not Jeft it
to the imagination. But in the best Semitic-Arab tradi-
tion he said. **I bring you an olive branch.”’ And what
did they respond? ‘‘Ah, you terrorist!” No, not
Mr. Tekoah—Mr. Tekoah only said it in his speech
—but almost the whole gamut of the mass media today,
And look at this headline today: ‘“The Arab mask is
off. They reject peace and want war'’, They have
always prided themselves on freedom of speech, but
when a certain general—I do not know whether he is
the Chief of Staff; I am not a military man—says,
““These Zionists are involving us too much; we do not
have any more tanks'’, and this and that, there is a
public outcry on the part of the Zionists: ‘‘Resign,
you traitor”’. He is probably an Anglo-Saxon, but not
2 Khazar, “You traitor.”” And then the Pentagon
officials—and this is in today’'s newspaper-—say that
increased arms shipments to Israel leave some United
States military units short,

56. I think the next thing they might do is boycott
The New York Times: The New York Times is owned
by Jews. Do not think it is funny: they will boycott
it. Sulzberger, not this present Sulzberger, not the cor-
respondent himself, but one of the owners, said, 20 or

30 years sgo—I have forgotten when, but I have it
all written down-—"*1 et us be good Americans; we do
not want to be Zionists.'" And Morgsnthau, the Amer-

ican Jew, who was one of the most prominent diplomats
sent to Turkey in 1917, said in his memoirs—I wish
I had his book 80 1 could read chapter and verse: **We
are Americans, first and foremost. Our religion is
vetween us and our conience'’,

57. Most of the Jews identify themselves with their
country of birth or sdoption; hut those Zionists want
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every Jew to declare himself an Israeli. Why? It is a
psychosis. That is why 1 feel sorry for them. It is a
psyehosis on the part of the Zionists’ leaders. This
psychosis is best described in a passage in a book of
Maurice Samuel, the Jewish writer who was given so
many awards by B’'nai Brith, He was much revered as
a writer, and I must say that he was a very good writer
in English, And on page 55 of his book, what does he
say? Incidentally, he was a Zionist, If they have not
yet stolen the book from the public libraries, I can
furnish them with a copy. He said:

“We Jews, we the destroyers, will remain des-
troyers forever. Nothing that you will do will meet
our needs and demands, We will forever destroy
because we need a world of our own,”

Thus wrote that prominent author. Do you want to
know the publishers? Harcourt Brace and Company
of New York published it in 1924. How could he have
written such a thing if he had not had a psychosis?
“We want to destroy everything in order to have a
world of our own.”’

58. I have thought and pondered over that for some
50 years, and have come to this conclusion: some
Zionists believe, or want to make believe, that Jesus
of Nazareth was a false prophet—that he is not the
Messiah. I remember from my younger days a very nice
upholsterer who used to come to our house to upholster
the mattresses. He was a Jew; his name was Aslan
and because of his old age I used to call him Uncle
Aslan--] was seven or eight years old. It was during
the First World War. *‘Has the Messiah come or not?”’
I would ask. And he would say: ‘‘No, my son, he has
not come yet'’, And my grandmother used to chastise
me, uyin?: “Leave that man alone.”’ We used to re-
spect his food habits: he would not have eggs fried in
anything but an earthenware pan, with olive oil—not
with samna , but butter. And we liked him, and I called
him Uncle Aslan because of his age.

59. So the Zionists want to make believe that they
are still waiting for the Messiah to come,

60. A Jewish liberal-I mean ‘‘liberal” in the sense
of brosd-minded; he was not a fundamentalist—once
said this to me: “Do you know what some of our
fundamentalists think, fools that they are? They think
that the Messiah will not come until the Jews ae in
control of the world'. All right; it is their privilege
to think that, in order to control the world, they must
occupy Palestine, and then the Messiah will come.
But why must the whole of mankind follow suit and
believe what they believe? We—whether Muslims or
Christians—believe in Christ. The Holy Koren says
that Christ is of the Spirit of God. Some of the Catholic
snd Protestant churches—not all of them; there are
some that are nonconformist—go so far as to say that
Jesus is the Son of God. Of course, we are all sons of
God, but they say that he is more of a son of God.

61. [have no in‘ention of going into theology. I would

merely say that if they are going to occupy Jerusalem
o await the sdvent of the Mewsinh, we might as well
all commit suicide.

62, I have been speaking for half & century on this
question; I was spesking on it 20 years before the
United Nations was established. I wrote for Aria
Magazine inthiscity of New York; I wrote for The New
Statesman und Nuation. In the 1940s, and even before,

I frequently sharpened my pencils on this subject, '
In 1944, 1 appeared at Town Hall with some Zionists;
1 happened to be stranded here during the Second
World War. I did not know that I was to be the only
Arab speaking on that occasion, Fourteen Zionists
had come here in 1944, They were influential Zionists
and the British had sent them here to propagandize
the American people. You know where Town Hall is:
on 43rd Street off Sixth Avenue, now called the Avenue
of the Americas. As I have just said, I was the only
Arab appearing there, with 14 Zionists, The audience
booed me. I asked: ‘*What have I done to you? Why
are you booing me?”’ A few persons in the audience
-~-Jews, 1 am sure—said, **Give the man a break.”
I might say that that was when I learned that the word
“break’’ in the American language can mean
**chance’’ . And I managed to have my say, even though
there were 14 Zionists and I was the only Arab.

63. That is how the Zionists indoctrinated the Amer-
ican people. We have no quarrel with the Jews. Some
of my best comrades at school were Jews, and I still
cherish the memory of them.

64. Shall I go on and on? There are other speakers.
I heur laughter. Do not laugh. This is not a matter for
laughter; it is a matter for tears,

65, lasked my office to get me about 15 or 20 speeches
that I had previously made on this subject in the Gen-
eral Assembly and the Security Council, I shall not
burden the Assembly by reading out everything
I have said. My speeches on this question fill volumes,
But I have marked certain passages that I wish to read
out because they are still true. I do not claim to be a
prophet; I claim only that I happen to be a son of the
region, that I have seen things and am still learning.
It is through an analysis of the matter that [ have come
to my conclusions. You Zionists sitting there behind
the name-plate of Israel, you can judge for your-
selves. I do not losthe you or hate you. On the con-
trary, I feel sorry for you. Logk at that man sitting
g;gm all by himself, so isolated; after all, he is a human
l"gl

66, This is what Baroody—the same Baroody-—said
to the Security Council on 20 October 1966:

*Did God Almighty give a title-deed to the Zionists
fmnting them the right to ownership of Palestine?

repeat; ' Did God Almighty give a title-deed to the
Zionists granting them the right to ownership of
Palestine?’ If He really did, why do not the Zionists
circulate the holy document to members of this
Council for verification? God, in Arabic, Allgh,
may His Name be revered and glorified, the same
God, the Creator of the Universe and of all the
people of the earth, did He distribute land to various
religious groups or communities on the surface of
this planet? If He did, why do they not produce the
evidence? Where is the evidence? Or is it that God
chawe only to give Palestine to the Zionists and to
let the other nations of the world take territory by
conguest? . . .

“On the other hand, did God Almighty give »
power of altoney to certain Western Powers,
especially the United Kingdom and the United
States, empowering them to assist the Zionists to
comnquer Pulestine by force of armys and uptoot the
indigenaus people of Prlestine from their homeland
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and huddie them in camps scattered around the 67, Maylrcadhpasme from a statement that I made
artificial frontiers of the usurper as if those frontiers  in the Special Political Committee on 9 November
were lines of demarcation clearly set in the alleged 1966, a few days over eight years ago:

divine title-deed? Why do not these temporal Powers
who seem to have appointed themselves as God'’s
agents produce the bogus or imagined power of
attorney for the scrutiny of the Security Council?
We have a Credentials Committee here.

““There is no title-deed, no power of attorney in
existence to prove the legitimacy of Zionist claims
to Palestine., The usurpation of that unhappy land
was effected by those who still believe that might
is right, whilst justice keeps begging outside the
gates of the United Nations and knocking at the door
of this Council chamber on behalf of those who have
been driven from their country, cooped up in camps,
living on a pittance, with each one of them a poten-
tial human volcano that sooner or later is bound
to erupt and bring more sorrow and sadness over
the land where Jesus the Prince of Peace had de-
clared thai God is love; where the European
Zionists——setting aside the lofty message cited by
Mr. Goldberg"'

our friend Mr, Goldberg was the representative of the
United States to the United Nations at that time—

‘‘the message of Isaiah, the great prophet—have
used lethal weapons to massacre and disperse their
brothers in humanity, What a hoax!

“, .. What happened was that the native inhab-
itants of Palestine were ignominiously betrayed
and, instead of rectifying their error, these Western
Powers continue to deny the right to self-determina-
tion to those whom they betrayed, by harping on
rationalization and made-up excuses that no longer
fool anyone with a grain of intelligence in his head,

‘* “The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof;
the world and they that dwell therein.’ I am quoting
the opening verse of Psalm 24 by David, revered
by the Jews and the Arabs alike. God did not issue
any title-deed, nor did He entrust anyone with a
power of attorney . . . The claim of the militant polit-
ical Zionists to Palestine on religious, racial, histor-
ical ul;nd humanitarian grounds is invalid and un-
tgn ch ¢t & &

“Knowing the temper of the Arab people, after
having lived with this question for 46 years''—I was
talking about 1966, so adding another 8 years would
msake it 54 years now—'"I think that I was entitled
to develop this thesis for the benefit of those who,
because of their multifarious duties and obligations,
hardly have time to look into the root of the matter.
And through you, Mr, President, and with the per-
mission of the members of the Council, may I ad-
dress this appeal as n suggested solution for this
thorny problem: open wide, you Americans and
certain Western Furopcans, your gates to welkcome
back those Zionists whom you encournged to leave
~because you no longer can afford, as did some in
the paat, to discriminate against the Jew on religious
prounds, or against anyone because of the colour of

is skin. Racia! discrimination and religious intoler-
ance are shominuble .n the United States and in
other Western countries. Thank God we have had
neither of them in our history ™™

“The solution for the Palestine refugees lies in
giving free choice to European Zionists in Isracl
to be repatriated to the Western world, from whence
they came. Give these European Zionists the op-
portunity to resettle, especially in America, where
there are several million Jews living in comfort and
with no fear in their hearts that they will be molested,
and one would find that these Zionists would be
happy to leave behind them the fortress, Israel,
whose ramparts will, sooner or later, be breached
by the Palestinian freedom-fighters.

*, .. These militant Zionist leaders should no
longer play on the sentiments of displaced Jews,
for, indeed, the Jews, through their own laudable
industry . .. are faring very well in all countries
of which they are loyal citizens. . . .

“By Israeli estimates, Palestine contains only
17 per cent of world Jewry. Palestine is a narrow
strip of land and cannot absorb many more immi-
grants and remain economically viable. Therefore,
the dream of the ingathering of the Jews of the world
into the Holy Land has been shattered by the un-
willingness of the majority of the Jews to renounce
their various nationalities and leave the countries
in which they have been living in peace in order to
live in a contested land, constantly besieged and
perpetually exposed to [major] conflicts which may
end in tribulation . . . Let there be no doubt that
90 per cent of the Jews who were solicited by Zion-
ists''—throughout the last 20 years—'‘to immigrate
into Palestine are more than ever sdamant not to
succumb to Zionist indoctrination or to be taken
in by Zionist blandishments through rhe mass media
of information’’,

which they still disseminate to no avail.

“Militant Zionists in the host country—of the
United States, that is—are a small percentage of the
American Jewish community ... But they have
become s0 highly organized as to be able to influence
officials, legislators and others in high places. This
should not concern us Arabs, [whet they do in the
United States or other Western countries] but it
does only tc the extent these politicians and other
people in high places are contributing to the wors-
ening of relations between those Western countries
and ourselves.

“Inssmuch & we decry the interveation of one
State in the domestic affairs of another State by
force or subterfuge, we must declare that certain
Western Powers continue to abet the artificial State,
which they created in Palestine at the expense of
the natives of that land, unfortunately, so as to have
an excuse to meddle in our own affars.

", . . Our wamings have gone unheeded; but no
Arab lesder or Government dare make any accony
modation whatsoever with Isrsel . . . for soonetr oc
later such lenders'"—if ever they existed—"*would
be aasassinated and their Governments toppled in a
flash by the people. . . .

*Does anyone think it is pleasant for me to reflect
it my words the intractable mood of the Arabe of
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Palestine and of their brothers who are bound to
come to their rescue? Indeed, it is most unpleasant,,
for someone like me, committed as I am to the pur-
poses of the United Nations , . . On the other hand,
I would be failing in my duty to this Organization
were 1to remain silent or try to gloss overthe issue,”’

The President took the Chair.

“The world has rot yet reached the stage when
brotherhood transcends nationality, religion or
ideology. Unfortunately for us all, we do not as yet
live under a world Government, Whilst mankind
is fragmented into different people, no great Power
~not even the United Nations in its collectivity—
can, at this juncture of history, ask a people to give
up its national identity. . . .

“We live in a world where Powers, great and
small, still rattle their weapons. The danger is com-
pounded when a great Power injudiciously espouses
a cause to the detriment of a whole people, as has
happened in Palestine. . . .

““Power politics are no longer a solution to the
major ills afflicting the world today; nor are military
alliances a safeguard to peace. . . .

“I would like to address one last word through
you, Sir, to all Jews, who, in humanity, are one
with us’’—Arab and non-Arab—'‘We Arabs have
no quarrel with the Jews on the grounds of their
faith or creed--on the contrary—we worship with
them the same universal God. It is with political
zionismths we find ourselves at odds, for it is polit-
ical zionism which has caused all the turmoil in the
area and which led to the forced dispersion of the
people of Palestine. The hour s not too late for the
militant Zionists—regardless o1 now zealous many of
them still are—to conscientiously refute the facts
I adduced in this statement and to conscientiously
project themselves into the future and find out
whether their primordial hopes of ingathering the
Jews in Palestine are still justifiable and feasible . . .

“An Arab need not be a Jeremish . .. to wamn
the Zionists that they should one day be confronted
with dire circumstances, similar to those which the
Jews of Palestine have experienced in the past; there
is no telling what thie consequences inight be. The
innocent will suffer most, until one dey the whole
of mankind—let us hope—gropes its way forward
to removing all the barriers among nations and
peoples,.

*“Muy I uppesl through you, Mr. Chairman, to
the Government of the United States and to other
Western Governments to desist from pursuing the
policy that has, so far, failed to bring pesce to the
Holy Land——a policy which, if not reversed, might
make it impossible one day for men to live in uni-
versal brotherhood,

(1]
LI

*No political solution, I submit, can be found with-
out the return of the refugees to their homeland "4

of Samson by bringing down the edifice ¢f iiie inter-
national community not only upon the/c heads but
also upon the heads of mankind. You do what we
want or mankind 'will become extinct, including us.
This is the philosophy of intransigence behind
Western Zionism. No speeches by Mr. Eban or by
Mr. Eshkol or by any other of their leaders con
confuse the issue. C e

‘““The peace of the world is at stake, Any peace .
without justice is a phony peace, an artificial pcace, °
Peace by compulsion is not peace. The peace of the
grave is not peace. If the Israelis still have a grain
of wisdom in so far as survival is concerned, they
will read the Book of Jeremiah ... Jeremiah, a
great prophet, a Jewish prophet, warned them not
to be arrogant and not to be so sure about winning
a struggle against Nebuchadnezzar, This is part of the
first pora because the king of those days did not
heed Jeremiah's warnings and admonitions.”’?

69, This is the last of the quotations I have chosen
from the speeches on this question of Palestine. I find
that I said the following on 21 July 1967:

““Mr. Eban spoke of Israel’s sovereignty and the
need for respecting it on the part of the Arab States,
But what about the sovereignty of the native people
of Palestine? Did the people of Palestine have no
sovereignty, under the British Mandate, guaranteed
by the Treaty of Versailles? Where is the sovereignty
of the Arab people of Palestine? Forget that they
are Arabs, They were the people of Palestine who
had lived there for centuries. What about their
sovereignty?

‘“The universal human destiny to which Mr. Eban
referred in explaining his vote should be attained
not by the establishment of a State which has jeopar-
dized the primordial rights of the people of Palestine.
Forget that they are Arabs, The universal human
destiny referred to by Mr, Eban could have been
attained by the Jews by living with their Muslim
and Christian brothers—not under the flag of a move-
ment which has used a noble religion . . . a8 & moti-
vation for a political end . . ,

*“The universal human destiny to which Mr, Eban
has referred could have been attained by Jews and
Christisns and Muslims living as hrothers, without
a.lteﬁ:ncc to & foreign flag which has been hoisted
by the incursion of Western Zionists who came from
Europe into Palestine. This question of Palestine is
20 years old, and | am wz?r to say that it will not
be resolved by resolutions of this Assembly or of the
Security Council. It is only when the Jews of Fales-
tine realize that they cannot impose pesce on the
indigenous people of Palestine, nor, [ must say,
onthe Arab Governments that have been the spokes-
men of the people of Palestine, only when they forget
the flag of Inrael, that they can live there xs brothers,
without that foreign flag. Then and only then can
Christinn, Muslim and Jew, and others, live in x
country culled Pulestine.""4

68. | have » few more passages, not as long as the C fhig ik b nble contnbution tu the dincusy
one L have justreud On 26 June 1967, averseven years  Jorichient T MENE ERERL 10 LR ETEEt
ago, | stuted the following before the General A ' oypgention that | have made before. [ mentioned
vembly: | the flag. Many people have marched to their death
"it seems that the Istaelis know in their inner-  for that preece of cloth for it so happens that it saymbot-
maost hexrts that they are capable of playing the role  izey the aspirations of & people whether thwy are



A TR S TR o e

2293rd mesting—28 Navember 1974 1001

realizable or not. 1 once suggested that there should be
a flag over Palestine with a crescent. I remember
that as a child I used to be told that when you see the
crescent you make a wish and look at it because you
are looking towards the heavens, and beyond the cres-
cent God dwells. The crescent is a symbol of the Middle
East and has been adopted by many nations of the
Middle East, They happen to be Muslim nations,
Let there be inside that crescent the symbol which our
Jewish brothers so much revere, the sign of David,
those two triangles. And, since Palestine was the cradle
of the three religions, or rather is associated with the
thiee monotheistic religions, let there be a cross also
inside the crescent, If you have the courage and can
free yourselves from that psychosis, the distance is
not far, Here in this chamber even you could go and say
to your Palestinian brothers. *‘We will forget.”’ Wher-
ever you came from, whether you came from Northern
Europe or from elsewhere, you are Jews, you are our
brothers. Stretch out your hand and we will take it.
We want peace, otherwise there will be an explosion.
You do not want a Masada, and if you think you can
overpower the Arabs, remember that the Arab world
extends from the Atlantic, Morocco and Mauritania,
and if you draw a straight line it goes through the whole
of North Africa to the Arabian peninsula,

71. That is the Arab world, but where is the Muslim.
world? It still extends to Iran, Pakistan and B. desh
and also in the northern tier to Afghanistan and Turkey.
You cannat play the fool with the Muslim world. The
Muslims are as one on the question of Palestine.
Leaving aside the Arabs, can you blow up the Muslim
world? You and your allies try and if any one of you
Zionists thinks of conniving aguinst us because we
happen to have heen showered with God's blessing,
the oil—well, as 1 mentioned in the Special Political
Committee, if anybody wants to take any oil by force
he should remember that we have existed for 6,000
yeurs and bave only hud oil for 60 years, We will go
back to our tents if we are tribal people and back to
our caves if we are urbun, and live with our heads
high. And if some of us die and become martyrs, yet
the Arab world cunnot be killed unless you blow up
the earth, and then it does not matter who survives.

72. Mr. KANTE (Muli)(interpretation from French):
While the after-effects of the lnst workd war have
divuppeured from Furope and America, they still
persist in Africu und Asiv. The Middle Eust crisis,
the long war in Indo-China, the tension in South-Eaat
Asia and the armed confrontations in southern Africa
ure grim reminders of that fact.

73. 'The third world does not seem to be concerned
by détentr, which is so highly sccluimed, particulardy
it this Organization. It is clear that détente is rtill for
the mighty of this workl and for them slone. The United
Nations has so far been dominated by certain interests
and does ot curry out properly ity mission of safe-
guarding wd maintaining pesce. It has even become
involved in certain conflcts that continue to bring
sorrow ta the workd.

74 In placing the item ""Question of Pulestine'” on
ity ngenda, the General Avwembly certanly wished to
breuk with its pust, which was marked by simigssness
ad compromises

75 Indeed, the pervstence of the grave cnsis in the
Myldle Fast is eveentuslly the result of the Organ-

ization’s having become involved in the dealings
leading to the creation of the State of Israel. And that
is why it has striven in vain for 25 years to find some
semblance of a settlement.

76. The problem of Palestine is at the root of this
crisis, Not only has it always received piecemeal
treatment, but it has also been considered as a second-
ary element in the question. Thus the so-called
humanitarian aspects were dealt with, while the funda-
mental aspects, which are political and juridical, were
deliberately ignored.

77, As Mr, Yasser Arafat, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Palestinian revolution, said in his important und
moving statement on 13 Nove.aber [2282nd meeting],
the crisis in the Middle East is not a border war be-
tween the Zionist State and its Arab neighbours, Let
us face facts: it was born of the fact that the Palestinian
people have been denied their national rights.

78, As we know, the idea of establishing the theo-
cratic State of Israel goes back to the last century.
It arose following the pogroms and the persecutions
the Jews had suffered throughout Europe. The Basle
Congress of 1897, meeting on the initiative of Theodor
Herzl, the pioneer of Zionism, prepsred the pro-
gramme,

79. At the time, the klea was more to establish a
spiritual sanctuary for the Jews than to create & State,
strictly speaking.

80. The Zionist ideology that led to the creation of
Israel was therefore not bomn of the Jews who had
remained in Palestine, but of the Diaspora Jews, in
Europe. It is based on the well-known Law of Return.
At the outset its advocates had no idea what territory
would be used to establish the Jewish national home-
Isnd that they demanded. Theodor Herzl himself was
not yet concemed with that problem; and Weizmann,
his successor, said quite openly that he was not seeking
a ‘‘religicvus sanctuary'’,

81, The Jews of the Diaspora were divided into two
camps: zionism, on the one hand, und the so-called
Bund *‘Diasporan socialism®', on the other. The former
advocated a retumn to the *‘Promised Land’’, whereas
the latter was in favour of the assimilation and integra-
tion of Jews in their States of residence in Furope.
The two schools of thought subsequently merged, and
militant Zionism then dominated the moveme:t.

82. It was therefore not until the twentieth century
that the Zionist movement gave thought to where the
rational homeland would be. The choice lighted flrst
ont the United States, where & majority of Furopean
Jews had eragrated; then on Latin America, and Iater
on Africe; only after that did the choice finally setile
on Palestine.

83. Herzl died in 1904, and Weizmann took over the
wadership of the Zionist morvement. Weizmann's
efforts directed »t the British Govermnment resuited, on
2 November 1917 —in wartime, in that famous decla-
ration of Locd Balfour, the then Secretary for Foreign
Affaics, which stated:

“His Majesty ‘s Govemment view with favous the
establishment in Pulestine of = national home for the
Jowish people . . !

84. Here we shoukd meatican that Weuzmann had
previously failed in s approeches to the Sultan of

Ca e
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the Ottoman Empire and to the German Kaiser with
a view to the establishment in Palestine of a Jewish
national homeland.

85. The Balfour Declaration violated not only the
1915 Damascus Protocol but also the Agreement
concluded between Sir Henry McMahon, the then
British representative in Egypt, and Sherif Hussein,
Emir of Mecca, by means of an exchange of letters
on 24 July 1915 and 10 May 1916, in which the Arabs
committed themselves to the cause of the Allied forces
on the promise that the latter would grant them inde-
pendence as soon as the enemy was vanquished.

86. The Arabs honoured their commitments, but the
Allies failed to honour theirs and mortgaged the future
of the Arab States by agreeing to the Zionist claims.

87. The Sykes-Picot Agreement of 16 May 1916
had already dismembered the Middle East by dividing
it between the French and the English, who had put
it under military occupation, The Paris Peace Confer-
ence of the Allied Powers gave formal secognition
to that partition,

88, On 24 July 1922, the League of Nations con-
ferred the illegal Mandate over Palestine upon Great
Britain, Indeed, article 4 of the Mandate recognized
the Jewish Agency as a power, in violation of articles 22
and 28 of the Covenant of the League.

89. Palestine at that time had some 80,000 Jews,
as against slightly over 750,000 Arabs, Muslims,
Christians and Jews lived there on good terms and
even intermarried, The land was bountiful and peace
reigned in every home.

90, It was because of the Mandate that, over Arab
protzsts, Zionist infiltration intensified in Palestine.

91, But, in 1939, on the eve of the Sccond World
War, the Mandatory Power, in order to prevent the
Arabs from tilting towards the Axis camp, published
a White Paper® promising tc proclaim the indepen-
dence of Palestine within 10 years, That document
limited Jewish immig. = in Palestine and provided
regulations governing tne sale of land, which were sup-
posed to benefit the indigenous population, that is to
say, the Palestinian Arabs.

92, In spite of these commitments, particularly those
in the White Papers of 1930 and 1939, clandestine
Jewish immigration continued. Furthermore, the
onslaught of nazism was scized on as an opportunity
to intensify the exodus of German Jews to Palestine,
'I’hc:t Matndatory authorities promoted Zionist in-
vestment, '

93, A Jewish police force was established, That was
the nucleus of the Haganah and the infamous terrorist
groups of the Irgun and the Stern Gang,

94, Protest movements wete then mounted by the
Palestinians, General strikes were staged and con.
tinued for six months,

95, Ataround table conference held in London from
19 September 1946, the Palestinian Arabs proposed
in vain the establishment of a provisional executive
of 10 members, 7 Arabs and 3 Jews; the election by
universal suffrage of a Constituent Assembly; freedom
of religion; the proclamation of the Palestinian
State on 31 December 1946,

96. It is true that the ‘‘Biltmore programme’’, which
openly advocated that Paiestine should be a Jewish
State “integrated’’ within the structures of the new
world, had already been adopted in 1942 by the Amer-
ican Committee for Zionist Affairs, which met in
New York.

97. Persecution was then, visited upon the Pales-
tinians, More than a thousand lost their lives. Many
of those who escaped went underground. The Pales-
tine liberation movement was then created and the
great Palestinian revolution began.

98. The cycle of violence then began in the country,
The Palestinian people had at one and the same time
to cope with the armed forces of the Mandatory Power
and Jewish paramilitary groups from the Haganah,
the Irgun and the Stern Gang. It was in this state
of chaos and confusion that, on 2 April 1947, Great
Britain, in the United Nations, proposed a new status
for Palestine.” The first special session of the General
Assembly was convened about three weeks later, By its
resolution 106 (S-I), the Assembly created a committee
of enquiry, the United Nations Special Committee on
Palestine [UNSCOP]; at its second session, it estab-

lished an ad hoc committee.? On 21 August 1947,

UNSCOP submitted its report® proposing, in violation
of Article 1, paragraph 2, of the United Nations
Charter, a plan to partition Palestine, advocating the
creation of three entities on the territory, namely, a
Palestinian State, a Jewish State and an international
enclave, Jerusalem, which was to be administered by
the United Nations.

99, While the British Government had announced
on 13 November 1947 that the evacuation of its troops
would begin on 14 May 1948, and would be comyleted
on 1 August 1948, the General Assembly, meeting in
regular session on 29 November 1947, adopted the plan
to partition Palestine [resolution 181 (II)]. It allocated
55 per cent of the land to the Jewish minority, which
represented only one third of the podpulation and
possessed only 5.67 per cent of the land. It might be
mentioned here in passing that the plan to partition
Palestine was adopted by 33 votes in favour to 13
against—including the Arab States and India—with
10 States abstaining.

. 100. On 29 November 1947, the General Assembly

set up a five-member Commission to ensure the imple-
mentation of the Plan of Partition as provided for in
resolution 181 (II), part I, section B, paragraph 1, The
United Nations Palestine Commission held three
unproductive meetings.

101. On the evening of 14 May 1948, Ben Gurion
proclaimed the birth of the State of Israel, although
resolution 181 (II) stipulated in part I, section A,
paragraph 3, of the Plan of Partition that the States
that had been constituted on the territory of Palestine
should come into existence two months after the
evacuation of the armed forces of the Mandatory
Power had been completed but in any case not later
than 1 October 1948, This piece of trickery needs no
comment,

102, And then as might have been expected, the
Haganah, the Irgun and the Stern Gang began to take
action, Jewish terrorism reached its peak. Houses
were dynamited, villages were levelled by bulldozers,
The inhabitants were systematically massacred, This
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action was epitomized by the cold-blooded extermina-
tion of the inhabitants of the martyred town of Deir
Yassin, the Lidice of the Middle East. There followed
the exodus of more than a million Palestinians intc
the lands of Arab neighbours, leaving behind them
their lands, their goods and the burial grounds of their
ancestors, pursued by the killers of international
zionism. At that time they represented two thirds of the
population of the country and owned more than 95 per
cent of the land. Many children and old persons per-
ished on the way. Families were broken up, never
to be reunited. That was how those who escaped the
death camps behaved directly after the Second World
War,

103. Those are the historical facts, Perhaps this
reminder of the facts has been somewhat wearisome
but it was undoubtedly necessary to shed light on this
grave problem at present under debate and to provide
a better understanding of the real tragedy of the Pales-
tinian people, which we are now discussing for the first
time.

104. Aswe have just seen, Israel represents a colonial
gsituation, and the motives of international Zionism
remain imperialistic. Let us listen to its great advocate,
Theodor Herzl;

“‘Should Palestine become the future Jewish
State, we [meaning the Zionists] will there build for
Europe an outpost against Asia, we will be an
advance sentry for civilization against barbarism.”’

Is it not in the name of the same civilization that Asia,
Latin America, Africa and Oceania were colonized,
oppressed, exploited and subjugated by Europe? Is it
not also in the name of the same civilization that apart-
heid has been set up as government policy in South
Africa and in Southern Rhodesia?

105. But if, to ease its conscience, Europe at one
time could find no better solution than to create a
Zionist State in Palestine by force, the international
community should not agree that the blood shed by
the Jewish people and the persecutions of which they
have been victims throughout history, should be paid
for by the Palestinian people, which had no part what-
ever in their martyrdom. It was under the seemingly
inoffensive standard of a particular faith that the first
Zionists infiltrated Palestine. We know what happened
thereafter, After three wars of aggression against the
Arab nations, Israel occupies 102,000 square kilo-
metres of Palestine, whereas the Plan of Partition,
biased though it was, had allocated only 14,300 square
kitometres.

106, Israel is exploiting the resources of the Sinai,
persecuting the people, continuing to destroy houses,
conducting murderous raids against neighbouring
States and putting Jewish settlers on occupied Arab
land, It plans to submerge the Palestinian people by
settling 5 million Jewish emigrants from different
countries of the world,

107, Most of the Palestinian refugees in 1967 went
into exile for the second time. The Government in
Tel Aviv did not allow them to return to Palestine.
Their goods and chattels, placed under the administra-
tion ot the United Nations by a decision of the Gen-
eral Assembly, were frozen in Israel by the Zionist
authorities, But, the great Palestinian revolution of
1936 forged ahead in the towns and underground,

and a war was waged to win back the usurped home-
land. Today the Palestinian hydra has risen from the
shadows of exile, to the surprise of its tormenters.
It has utterly destroyed the bogus slogan of the Zionists
-l-—‘;lA land without a people for a people without a
and’’,

108. The presence among us on 13 November
[2282nd meeting] of Mr. Yasser Arafat is eloquent
testimony to this. Once again history is proving that
no material force in the world can overcome a people
determined to live in freedom and independence.
Those who would bury the Palestinian people, who
would annihilate them, who would destroy their na-
tional identity by means of tragic exile are having to
count the cost. The theory of ‘‘strategic space’ and
the doctrine of a ‘‘greater Israel’”’, so dear to the’
Zionists, have been destroyed. The children born in
tents to those who have been referred to, with pater-
nalistic condescension, as refugees, are today adoles-
cents who have joined hands with their brothers in the
Palestinian underground to throw out the Zionist
usurpers from their homeland. Brought up with deep
feelings of frustration, having known only the horrors
of war, the trials, humiliations and deprivations of
exile lasting for more than a quarter of a century, they
are growing impatient, and justifiably so, to go back
to their homes, their lands and all that they hold dear.

109. They have closed their ranks year after year,
especially on the various fronts of the theatre of opera-
tions in the Middle East. Their bitterness, their rancour
and their recriminations have only grown in the face
of the unjustified procrastination of our Organization,
Like the Viet Namese, they have decided to take the
law into their own hands to see to it that justice is done
in their generation. They can no longer wait for resolu-
tions, which may or may not be adopted, to liberate
their homeland,

110, The so-called political terrorism to which our
att ntion has been drawn is but one aspect of that
all-out war, a just war the Palestinian people has been
waging with selflessness and courage to win back
their fundamental national rights,

111, Some of the privileged few of this world had to
feel the fall-out from the cycle of violence they helped
create before they emerged from their lair and tried
to get people to do something about what they like to
call terrorism, which is, in fact, nothing but counter-
terrorism engendered by the frustration of an entire
people, Events took them unawares, wallowing as they
were in their comfortable but inevitably short-lived
circumstances. Even their computers, their favourite
tools for forecasting events, were found wanting.
Those privileged few pretended to disregard the fact
that the cycle of violence that had just emerged in our
society was the result of their indifference in the face
of oppression, vilification, subjugation and the exploi-
tation of men and of peoples.

112, Belatedly, they have acted noisily and agitat-
edly, but there can be no absolution, Once again,
events have confirmed the fact that the interdepen-
dence of men and nations is a law that governs con-
temporary society and will brook no opposition.

113. It should be clear to one and all that the violence
that is & constant and daily threat to each and every
one of us, to our property and our goods, cannot be
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removed from society until we renounce the use of
force in both relations between States and relations
between communities.

114. As far as the Zionists, who have set up terrorism
as a State doctrine, are concerned, it ill behoves them
to deny the Palestinian people its choice of means
to wage its fight to win back its fundamental legitimate
rights. Underground fighters cannot be called patriots
in Europe and terrorists in Palestine,

115. In our mission to safeguard and maintain peace
in the world, the crisis in the Middle East is a vital test
for our Organization. That is why we need to find a
settlement, and speedily. We must draw lessons
from these events. We must put an end to the partial
treatment of problems that is at the root of the inse-
curity that has shaken the world.

116. Summit meetings of international repute have
easily removed the historical, theological, political
and moral justifications for the Law of Return on which
Zionist ideology is based. Although the Hebrews
occupied Palestine for more than 13 centuries, they did
not originate there. In fact, they left it 2,000 years ago,
Are not the Palestinians more Semitic than most of
those who today claim to be Jews throughout the
world? Surely the Assembly will agree with me that if
one were to return to the world of 2,000 years ago a
good many independent States would disappear from
the map, Mankind would be caught up in widespread
war. It would be chaos.

117. Our Organization, then, has a duty to put an end
to the usugpation of Palestine by international Zionism,
It must seek absolution first and foremost vis-a-vis
the martyred people of Palestine, whose national right
it helped deny in resolution 181 (II) of 29 November
1947, Palestine, the ‘‘land of milk and honey’’, must
go back to the Palestinians, Muslims, Christians and
ews.,

118. On 13 November, before the Aisembly, Mr. Ara-
fat set our minds at rest when he very solemnly de-
clared that the Palestinian revolution, which he has
guided so ably and with such authority, had not been

“‘motivated by racial or religious factors. It; target
has never been the Jew, as a person, but racist
zionism and undisguised aggression. In this sense,
ours is also a revolution for the Jew, as a human
being, as well. We are struggling so that Jews,
Christians and Muslims may live in equality, en-
joying the same rights and assuming the same duties,
free from racial or religious discrimination.”
[2282nd meeting, para. 43.]

119. The problem of Palestine was brought into being
by a succession of sordid transactions, acts of betrayal,
manipulation, violations and dealings behind the backs
of the people. The people have been fighting for the
past 25 years, and their fight is part of the widespread
fight of peoples for freedom and independence. As
we know, Palestine was not colonized in accordance
with the tenets of the Charter, That is why the Pales-
tinian revolution toduy enjoys the sympathy and moral,
political and dintomatic support of more than % coun-
tries throughout the worid,

120. Our Organization has already changed ity mind
gbout its former partial treatment of this distressing
matter. Is that not the meaning to be attached to Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions 194 (IIl) of 11 December

1948, on the return of the Palestinians, 2535 B
(XXIV) of 10 December 1969 and 2672 C (XXV) of
8 December 1970, recognizing the right to self-deter-
mination of the Palestinian people in accordance with
the Charter? And is that not the meaning of the resolu-
tion that affirmed the legitimacy of the struggle of the
Palestinian people to win back its national rights?

121. Those different positions were confirmed by the
historic decision of 14 October 1974 [resolution 3210
(XXI1X)) in which the General Assembly invited the
PLO, as the representative of the Palestinian people,
to take part in our deliberations on the question.

122. Furthermore, is it not true that UNESCO also
has recognized the justice of our views by suspending
assistance to the Zionist State for its having system-
atically profaned the Holy Places of Jerusalem, the
city of the three monotheistic religions of the world?

123, The presence among us of the delegation of
the PLO is an historic event. It is a pleasure for my
delegation to bid it welcome. Through it, our greetings
go to the Palestinian revolution, We wish to assure it
of the militant support of the people and Government
of Mali, which endorses its just struggle for the freedom
and independence of its homeland.

124, If the Assembly does not wish to go against the
current of history, it must not allow the olive branch
with which Mr. Yasser Arafat came to us on 13 No-
vemberto fall, We owe it to that guerrilla, that freedom-
fighter, to rehabilitate our Organization and to live up
to the hopes and expectation of the peoples that have
sent us here. Any other stand on our part would be
inconsistent with our responsibilities on behalf of
mankind.

125. Zionism is essentially expansionist and an-
nexationist. In 1948, following its war of aggression,
it annexed part of the Palestinian territory given to the
inhabitants by the United Nations. In 1956, it was the
Gaza Strip, and in 1967 it occupied by force the Sinai,
the Golan Heights and Transjordan,

126. We can no longer limit its forthcomin,_, .olonial
conquests without taking into account the risks of
widespread conflagration that its wars of aggression
give rise to throughout the world.

127. It is high time for our Organization to come to
its senses and, before it is too late, to put an end to the
imperialist designs of the Zionist State. The effective
co-operation of all its Members is indispensable if such
an action is to be successful,

128. We hope that the three Powers that signed the
London Declaration of 25 May 1950 will recall in this
connexion their commitments to the international com-
munity regarding security in the Middle East, following
the war of aggression of Israel of 1948, namely, that
should they find that any of these States was preparing
to violate frontiers or armistice lines, the three Gov-
emnments would . . . immediately take action, both
within and outside the United Nations, to prevent such
violation,!?

129. We merely wish to tell them that today that
status quo they promised to guarantee has been more
than disrupted in the Middle Eust and that the next
s!tlep surﬁ:y will go beyond the confines of that part of
the world.
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130. My delegation remains convinced that, among
the choices open to it, the Assembly will opt in favour
of the people of the world, in favour of history, and
.will restore the national rights of the Palestinian people
by implementing the pertinent decisions that have
already been adopted on the question, and will rec-
ognize the observer status of the PLO.

131. Peace will then come back to that beleaguered
land of the Middle East, which will flourish again
thanks to the efforts of its children.

132. The Palestinians—Muslim, Christian and Jew-
ish—who are all still the greatest victims of that grave
crisis, may then be able, with their great spiritual and
material potential, to devote themselves to t. 7 de-
velopment of the region and at the same time con-
tribute to the strengthening of peace throughout the
world, that peace for the advent of which they have
paid such a price.

133. The promised land of Palestine, land of milk and
honey, will then be what it always should have been,
and that will be a great victory for the cause of peace
throughout the world,

134, Mr. ANWAR SANI (Indonesia): There can be
no misunderstanding regarding the Indonesian position
on the question of Palestine, It has been made clear
on every occasion when the question of the Middle
East has been discussed, either here in the United
Nations or outside the Organization, In normal cir-
cumstances, I do not think it would be necessary for
my delegation to reiterate at length that position,
based upon our unwavering support of the Arab cause
and the just and legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people. This is, however, an historic occasion, as it is
for the first time that representatives of the Palestinian
people have been invited to participate in the As-
sembly’s debates, discussing a problem which con-
cerns them directly, My delegation will therefore put
the Indonesian position once again on record in the
contglxt of this historic meeting of the General As-
sembly,

135. Representatives who have spoken before me
have explained exhaustively the historical facts and
developments surrounding the Palestinian question,
They have done so with great eloquence. It is not my
intention to repeat what has been said; I would con-
fine my remarks to considerations which are relevant
to Indonesia’s position.

136. Indonesia has always been of the view that the
conflict in the Middle East cannot be resolved unless
the just and legitimate rights of the Palestinians are
upheld and respected. Of course, the withdrawal of
Israel from occupied Arab territories is a basic con-
dition for a solution, but no less basic for the return
of peace ‘0 the Middle East is the respect for the just
rights of the Palestinian people.

137. 'The President of Indonesia, General Suharto,
in his address to the Third Conference of Heads of
State or Gavernment of Non-Aligned Countries, held
at Lusaka from 8 to 10 September 1970, stated the
following on the question of Palestine:

“*With regard to the Middle East crisis, we must
resolutely support the struggle of the Arab people
aguainst the aggression of Israel; we must also ensure
thut the people of Pulestine will be in a position to

determine their own fate and their own future. We
must oppose any act of aggression.’’

President Suharto further stated that the position of
Indonesia is based upon ‘‘our firm belief in the pur-
poses of the Charter of the United Nations’’.

138, This position, which recognizes the right of self-
determination for the Palestinian people, has been re-
flected in the statements of Indonesian representatives
in the various organs of the United Nations and in
international meetings outside this Organization.

139. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia,
Mr. Adam Malik, said the following on the question of
Palestine in his statement during this year’s general
debate in the Assembly:

““ An integral and just solution of the Middle East
problem can be achieved only if all relevant General
Assembly and Security Council resolutions are im-
plemented consistently. Isracli aggression must be
terminated and all Arab territories occupied since
1967 must revert back to their lawful owners. The
Holy City of Jerusalem: must be returned to Arab
custody and Israel must rescind all measures it has
taken to alter the status and character of that City,
Furthermore, my delegation is convinced that the
Middle East will remain an arena of conflict and
bloodshed as long as the Palestinian people are
denied their fundamental rights, including the right
to self-determination.’’ [2241st meeting, para. 16.]

140, It remains Indonesia’s considered view that
the representatives of the Palestinian people should
participate in the efforts aimed at finding a solution
for the Middle East problem, a problem which directly
affects them, I myself expressed the view, during the
debates of the Security Council on the Middle East
in June last year, that the voice of the Palestinians as
one of the most directly interested parties should be
heard in the efforts to arrive at a definitive solution,
It was therefore logical that my delegation supported
the resolution to invite representatives of the Pales-
tinian people to participate in the Assembly’s dis-
cussions when we decided to put the question of Pales-
tine on our agenda.

141, My delegation is gratified that the Assembly
agreed to invite the Chairman of the PLO, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, to address the Assembly as the representative
of the Palestinian people. We have listened to his
moving statement with the serious attention it cer-
tainly merited. It has been contended that the PLO
has no right to represent the Palestinian people. The
Arab countries, at the meeting of their Heads of State
or Government, recognized the PLO as such, and the
recent demonstrations by Palestinians in Isracli-
occupied territories are testimony to the fact that the
PLO is indeed the authentic representative and voice
of the Palestinian people.,

142, Some. people are against the idea of the partici-
pation of representatives of Palestine in the Assembly’s
discussions. My delegation finds it only logical that the
Palestinians should be represented in the United Na-
tions efforts to solve the problem of the Middle East,
which was created by their expulsion from their home-
land as the result of a United Nations decision when
the United Nations in 1947 agreed to the creation of
Israel and, subsequently, by the occupation of the
remaining part of that homeland by Israeli armed force.
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143, Nor can my delegation accept the contention
that the United Nations should consider the Pales-
tinian %uestion mainly from its humanitarian aspect,
as a refugee problem, It is certainly much more than
that; it is essentially a political problem created by a
political decision of the United Nations when it acted
as midwife at the birth of the State of Israel on the
land of the Palestinians, It is a case of self-determina-
tion ignored by the United Nations at that time, when it
decided the future of Palestine without the participation
of the Palestinian people, inliabitants of the land,

144, Since 1947 more and more of the Palestinian
homeland has been occupied by the Israeli military
forces, Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians have
been forced to leave their homes and their posses-
sions, They have become refugees in the neighbouring
Arab States, iiving in hardship and misery in the refugee
camps maintained by the meagre charity of the inter-
national community. Those who have remained in that
part of Palestine which was proclaimed the State of
Israel through United Nations intervention and in the
territories since occupied by Israeli forces have had to
live as second-rate citizens in their own land, at the
mercy of the Israeli authorities.

145. The face of Palestine has changed, The process
of Israclization has taken place in the occupied areas.
Hundreds of Arab villages have vanished, and in their
place Israeli villages have appeared. The status of the
Holy City of Jerusalem has not been respected, It is
as if Israel would like to obliterate any remnant of the
Palestinian presence in the occupied territories—this
despite the resolutions adopted by the General As-
sembly and the Security Council,

146, In the circumstances, it is only natural that the
Palestinians are using every method and every means
at their disposal, including the use of arms, to regain
their just rights,

147, Since 1947 we have been listening to statements,
and we have made statements ourselves, on the Pales-
tine problem, The question now is; Where are we going
from here? How do we proceed further? How do we
rectify the errors comziiited by the General Assembly
in the past? How do we prevent the renewed out-
break of armed conflict? How do we arrive at an ac-
ceptable and workable solution?

148, The United Nations ucted as midwife at the
birth of Israel on the land of Palestine without con-
sulting the people who inhabited the land. The deci-
sion was made without due consideration for the rights
and interests of the Palestinians; rather it was made to
accommodate the interests of Powers committed to
supporting the creation of a Jewish State in Palestine.

149, It is my delegation’s view that the United Na-
tions should not make the same mistake again: the
United Nations should not discuss a solution without
heeding the voice of the most directly interested par-
ties, without listening to their views, The United Na-
tions should not decide on issues directly involving
the Palestinian people in their absence and without
their participation.

150, We have listened to Mr, Yasser Arafat, the
Chairman of the PLO, as the representative of the Pal-
estinian people; we have also listened to Mr. Tekoah,
Israel's Peimanent Representative to the United Na-
tions, as the spokesman of Israel. Most nf us, including

my delegation, were moved by Mr. Arafat’s words;
but emotions alone will not bring us much nearer to a
solution, towards the restoration of genuine peace in
the troubled land of Palestine. A combination of a
strong sense of realism, justice and compassion will
certainly be needed if the Assembly is going to play a
useful role.

151. The way towards peace in the Middle East is an
extremely difficult one; it is mined with explosive
issues planted there because of short-sighted views
as to where the interests of parties lie. It remains the
view of my delegation that the withdrawal of Israeli
forces from occupied Arab territories, and the recogni-
tion of the just and legitimate rights of the Palestinians,
continue to be basic requirements which have to be
fulfilled if efforts towards a peaceful solution of the
problem can be expected to be successful, if lasting
peace is to return to the Middle East,

152, Mr. Arafat concluded his statement on 13 No-
vember with the following plea to the Assembly:

“*Today I have come bearing an olive branch and
a freedom-fighter’s gun. Do not let the olive branch
fall from my hand.'’ [2282nd meeting, para. 82.)

153, My delegation hopes that the Assembly by its
action will be able to convince him and his organiza-
tion, representing the people of Palestine, that they
should hold on to the olive branch; let us not, by our
inability to act, by our incapability to find a way out,
force the Palestinian people to choose the gun and
throw away the olive branch.

154, Mr, SHEVEL (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re-
public) (interpretation from Russian): For more than a
quarter of a century, events in the Middle East have |
occupied the attention of the whole world. That vitally
important region of the world has been turned into a
dangerous source of international tension. The blame
for this situation created in the Middle East must be
borne entirely by Israel, which, enjoying the support
of outside imperialist forces, continues its aggressive
policy, stubbornly refusing to implement United Na-
tions resolutions or to liberate the occupied Arab
territories, and crudely tramples on the rights of the
Arab people.

155. The danger of the situation in that region and
the continued existence there of a threat to world
peace was once again confirmed by the outburst of
military activity in October of last year, Israel's ag-
gressive acts are a threat to the positive changes oc-
curring in the world leading towards a reduction of
international tension, The problem of the Middle East
is complicated and multifaceted, but the essence of its
solution is the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from
all Arab lands occupied since 1967, and the ensuring
of the legitimate national rights of the Arab people of
Palestine, It is perfectly obvious that all the issues
involved in a political settleraent in the Middle East
cannot be resolved unless there is a settlement of
the Palestine problem,

156, The inclusion of the question of Palestine in
the agenda of the current session of the General As-
sembly [item 108], on the initiative of a number of
Arsb States and with the active support of the So-
cialist and non-aligned countries—that is to say, the
question of the status and future of the Palestine
people—was logical and timely. ’
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157. The United Nations, in many resolutions, has
confirmed the right of the Arab people of Palestine to
self-determination, but those resolutions remain
unimplemented. As early as 1947—almost 30 years
ago—the United Nations adopted a decision [resolu-
tion i8] (II)] calling for the abolition of the British
Mandate over Palestine and the partition of that terri-
tory into two independent States: one Arab and one
Jewish. However, that United Nations decision was
only half implemented, and on the political map of
the world there appeared only the Israeli State. As for
the Arab people of Palestine, it was deprived of the
possibility of creating its own State, despite the
fact that the United Nations recognized its right to
national existence, self-determination, State indepen-
dence, security and an independent development on an
equal basis with all other peoples of the Middle East.

158. This right is recognized, in particular, in Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions 2535 B (XXI1V), 2672 C
(XXV), 2792 (XXVI) and 2963 E (XXVII), and in
a number of other resolutions.

159. The General Assembly, irf paragraph’l of its re-
solution 3089 D (XXVIII), adopted at the twenty-
eighth session, reaffirmed that

‘‘the people of Palestine is entitled to equal rights
and sclf-determination, in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations.”’

But the Israeli Zionists drove out the Arab inhabitants
of Palestine from their native land. They illegally
appropriated the Arabs’ land and property. For a very
long time, hundreds of thousands of Palestinian ref-
ugees have been eking out a pitiful existence in camps
;stablishcd in a number of countries of the Middle
ast,

160, In an attempt to terrorize the Arab people of
Palestine, to compel them to end their legitimate strug-
gle to free the occupied territories, the Israeli ag-
gressors have been carrying out raids on the refugee
camps, and, as a result, many innocent people—in-
cluding women, children and old persons—have been
killed, And while all that is going on, the Israeli ag-
gressors are slandering the PLO and attempting to
undermine its authority with the people struggling for
the liberation of their country.

161, But the ruling circles of Israel and the Zionists
in other countries should yemember that the PLO must
participate in the search for a soluticn to the probiem
of the Middle East. The PLO has been recognized as
the only legitimate representative of the Arab people
of Palestine by decisions of the Conference of Heads
of Arab States that took place at Algiers in November
1973 and of the Conference of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity
[OAU] that took place at Mogadiscio in June 1974,
The Conference of Heads of Arab States that took
place at Reabat last month!! also confirmed the right
of the Palestinian people to establish its independent
national authority under the aegis of the PLO, the only
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people in
all parts of the land of Palestine, which will be liberated.

162. ‘That authoritative opinion must be taken into
account, however much it may displease certain
Western capitals and however much the governing
circles of Tel Aviv may object to it.

163, My delegation cannot but state how great an
impression the statement [2282nd meeting] of the
leader of the PL.O, Mr. Yasser Arafat, made on us and
on many other delegations; in form it was brilliant, in
content profound. We should like in the first place to
note the peaceful character of that statement, the de-
sire manifested in it for true and just peace in the Mid-
dle East, the sense of high political responsibility
evident in the approach to a solution of the Palestine
question. That was in striking contrast to the speech
made by the representative of Israel. That speech was
completely unrestrained and, as usual, full of ag-
gressiveness and manifestations of the desire to carry
out policies founded on a position of strength, com-
bined with a complete lack of political responsibility
and complete scorn for the opinion of the overwhelming
majority of Members of the United Nations,

164, Speaking from this rostrum, the representative
of Israel accused the PLO of practising terrorism,
The representatives of a number of countries here have
already fully refuted his slander. Our delegation feels
it necessary to state the following. The Israeli ag-
gressors have seized the land belonging to the Pales-
tinian people and have occupied a substantial part of
the territories of neighbouring Arab States. As oc-
cupiers they are behaving in a crude and cruel way on
the land they have seized. They are trampling inter-
national legal standards under foot. The struggle of
the Palestinian people, led by the PLO, against the
Israeli occupiers, who are genuine colonizers, is legiti-
mate and just, The struggle is an example of a national
liberation movement of a people fully resolved to
exercise its legitimate right to self-determination, The
legitimacy of the struggle of the Palestinian people
for self-determination and national liberation has been
confirmed by the United Nations in a number of reso-
lutions, and particularly in General Assembly resolu-
tion 3089 D (XXVIII),

165. That is no doubt why the Israeli representative
has been attacking and slandering not only the PLO
but also the United Nations itself, and why the enraged
Zionists, supported by United States Senators and
spurred on by Israeli Ministers, have gone so far as to
burn the flag of this international Organization in front
of the United Nations building. As the saying goes,
one could hardly go any further than that.

166, Over a year has now passed since the cease-fire
was established in the Middle East, At that time the
Security Council adopted a decision calling for an im-
mediate political settlement of the conflict in the Mid-
dle East [resolution 338 (1973)]. That task was to have
been carried out in the Peace Conference on the Middle
East held at Geneva. As a first step on the road to a
solution of the Middle East problem, the disengage-
ment of forces was useful, but it must be regarded
strictly as a first step; it cannot and will not be a sub-
stitute for the settiement of the whole series of issues
inv%llvcd in this complex and multifaceted Middle East
problem.

167. Only the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from
all the Arab territories seized in 1967, the guaranteeing
of the security and independence of all the countries
of the area and the satisfaction of the legitimate inter-
ests of the Arab people of Palestine, including their
right to self-determination and to their own State, can
and will bring a stable and lasting peace to the Middle

s o A o
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East. That is precisely the task facing the Peace Con-
ference on the Middle East, which must immediately
resume its work at Geneva. It is perfectly obvious
that all the interested parties, including the representa-
tives of the PLO, must participate in the work of the
Peace Conference,

168, Unfortunately, there are many facts that indi-
cate that Israel, with the support of its patrons abroad,
is doing everything to freeze the situation in the Middle
East and to prevent the resumption of the Geneva
Peace Conference. These subversive actions by Israel
have their roots in its unwillingness to liberate the
Arab territories it has seized, but if those territories are
%ot liberated there can be no true peace in the Middle
ast.

169. Obviously, the disengagement of forces in Sinai
and the Golan Heights is viewed in Tel Aviv not as a
first step towards a general settlement but as a tactical
manceuvre designed to freeze the situation and con-
solidate Israel’s occupation of Arab territories. What
is more, Isracl, relying on broad military, economic
and political support from abroad, is continuing to
pursue its adventurist policy of blackmail and threats
designed to extract from the Arab countries the
maximum number of territorial and other concessions
during the process of the settlement of the question,
In its relations with the neighbouring Arab countries,
Israel is placing its bets on a policy of force and is
sabotaging in every possible way the efforts of the
peace-loving countries to settle the Middle East
problem,

170, 1t cin be stated with confidence that that ad-
venturist policy of Israel is doomed to failure, The will
of the peoples to support the victims of Israeli aggres-
sion has already been expressed in the decision [reso-
lution 3210 (XXIX)] of the General Assembly to invite
the representatives of the PLO to participate in the
deliberations on the question of Palestine, It is also
evident in the friendly reception which the Assembly
has given to the delegation of the PLO, led by that
striking revolutionary fighter for the freedom and hap-
piness of his people, Yasser Arafat, All the repre-
sentatives who have participated in the discussion of
the question of Palestine, except for the representative
of Israel, have spoken in support of the just rights of
the Arab people of Palestine. That is the voice and the
will of the peoples of the world,

171. In conclusion, I should like to quote the fol-
lowing from a statement made by the General Sec-
retary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, Mr.. Brezhnev, in Kishinev
on 11 October this year:

“There must finally be a firm and just peace in
the Middle East. The security of all the States of the
region, including Israel, would benefit from that.
We sre conviaced that such a peace will be estab-

. lished, since that is the will of the peoples and it is
required in the interest of general security,”

172, The people of the Ukrainian SSR, like the
peoples of the other Socialist countries, has always
supported and will continue in future to support the
struggle of the Arab peoples for the liberation of the
territories seized by Israel, for the restoration of the
legitimate rights of the Arab people of Palestine, and

té»r the establishment of a just peace in the Middle
ast,

173. Mr. NDABANIWE (Burundi) (interpretation
from French): By deciding to include the question of
Palestine in the agenda of the twenty-ninth session of
the General Assembly, and adopting, by an over-
whelming majority, resolution 3210 (XXIX) inviting the
Palestinian people to participate, through the PLO,
its only legitimate and full-fledged representative, in a
debate concerning it directly, the United Nations
finally decided to reconcile itself with the spirit and
lofty ideals of its Charter, concerning the endless and
anguishing problem of the Middle East.

174. By its vote of 14 October 1974, the United Na-
tions recognized that the problem of the Middle East,
of which it has been seized for 27 years, had been
posed until now in such a way that only its more appar-
ent effects appeared, namely, a territorial dispute
between the State of Israel on the one hand and the
Arab States in the area on the other hand,

175. By that decisive vote, the General Assembly
recognized that the moment has finally come to go
directly to the source of the conflict; that is to say, the
fate of the Palestinian people in the wake of the Zionist
take-over of their country,

176. The Government of Burundi has always thought
that all equitable and lasting solutions to the Middle
East crisis must include the restoration to the Pales-
tinian people of their legitimate national rights. That is
why my delegation is very happy to see the complete
and full participation of the PLO in this historic de-
bate. We avail ourselves of this opportunity to extend
the most heartfelt welcome to the PLO delegation,
We reiterate the expression of our deep sympathy,
our active solidarity and our brotherly co-operation,

177, The tragedy experienced by the Palestinian
people is a result of an imperialist-colonialist plot,
conceived and completed at the end of the nineteenth
century, and carried out coldly and cynically by the
world Zionist movement under the protection of Great
Britain, the Mandatory Power in Palestine since 1922,
and with the surprising, I would even say, scandalous,
glomplicity of the League of Nations and of the United
ations,

178. In August 1897, Theodor Herzl, founder and
theoretician of the Zionist movement, launched the
idea of the creation of a Jewish State in Palestine
through a rational settlement of Palestine, where
Jewish farmers, industrialists and handicraft workers
would be brought in. As for the borders of the future
State, according to Theodor Herzl, it was to include
the area between the Mediterranean, the Nile and
the Euphrates. The Zionist purpose was clearly de-
fined and two coanditions were necessary for its full
implementation,

179. First of all, it was necessary to find the material
means that would allow Jewish immigrants to acquire
land, property and assets in Palestine, at the expense,
of course, of their legitimate owners, the Arab inhab-
itants of Palestine. The creation of financial institu.
tions, such as the Jewish Colonial Bank and the Jewish
National Fund, would sutisfy amply the needs of suc-
cessive waves of Jewish immigrants to the Holy Land,
Then it was necessary to obtain the assent and the
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support of the main European Powers to ensure the
success of this vast undertaking.

180. To achieve that, the Zionist tactic was to con-
vince the colonial and imperialist Powers of the time,
through contacts, approaches, pressure and all types
of bargaining, that the creation of a Zionist State in
the Middle East accorded with their interests and
ambitions in that area. In that connexion, Theodor
Herzl wrote in his famous book The Jewish State'?
the following:

““For Europe we shall be part of its ramparts
against Asia. We would be the outpost of civiliza-
tion against barbarism. As a neutral State, we
would remain in constant touch with all of Europe,
which would guarantee our existence.”’

181. A British political personality felt that the Zionist
objective deserved the enthusiastic support of his
Government for:

“From the purely British point of view a pros-
perous Jewish population in Palestine, owing its
establishment and its development opportunities
to British policy, will become an irresistible re-
course for the defence of the Suez Canal from
attacks from the north and a point of connexion
with future shipping lanes towards the Orient.”

182, In those circumstances, Europe’s support came
quickly. It appeared in the shape of the deplorable
Balfour Declaration, according to which:

‘“*His Majesty’s Government view with favour
the establishment in Palestine of a national home
for the Jewish people, and will use their best en-
deavours to facilitate the achievement of this object,
it being clearly understood that nothing shall be
done which may prejudice the civil and religious
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Pales-
tine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by
Jews in any other country.”

183. In July 1922, the League of Nations gave Great
Britain the Mandate over Palestine, having incor-
porated in it the text of the Balfour Declaration. In
doing this the League of Nations violated its own
Covenant, It gave Great Britain the right to dispose
as it wished of Palestinian territory, which did not
belong to it because it was simply placed under the
trustceship of Britain pending its coming of age and
accession to independence, Thus it seems clear that,
contrary to the objectives of the Mandates System
of the League of Nations, the British Mandate over
Palestine was placed in the exclusive service of the
strategy of world zionism in the Middle East instead
of helping to safeguard the territorial integrity of Pales-
tine, promoting the well-being and progress of the
Palestinian people and helping it to achieve national
sovereignty at the appropriate time,

184. The British Mandate in Palestine became an
effective instrument for Jewish penetration and settle-
ment of Palestine. Jewish immigration became better
organized, better planned and more intensive, by
means of systems of quotas established by the Man-
datory Power, which were often greatly exceeded.
Thus, while the Jews represented barely 5 per cent of
the population of Palestine at the time of the Balfour
Declaration, their proportion exceeded 25 per cent
in 1936 and 32 per cent just before the ill-fated parti-
tion of Palestine.

185. In February 1947, Great Britain, fighting the
Jewish terrorist organizations-—which, however, had
developed under its eyes and with its blessing—de-
cided to go to the United Nations for a solution to the
Palestinian problem and suggested that the General
Assembly make recommendations concerning the
future régime for Palestine.” Although five Arab coun-
tries submitted a counter-proposal requesting purely
and simply the termination of the British Mandate
over Palestine and the declaration of the indepen-
dence of that country,'? the General Assembly, after
considerable pressure, blackmailing manceuvres and
intimidation exerted on its members by the Zionist
lobby, adopted by its resolution 181 (II) of 29 No-
vember 1947 the famous Palestine Plan of Partition.

186. We are perfectly justified in calling into ques-

tion resolution 181 (1I), which was adopted in flagrant

contradiction of the principles of the Charter, among

them the right to self-determination of the Palestinian

ll;c?plg and respect for the territorial integrity of
alestine,

187. In the opinion of my Government, General As-
sembly resolution 181 (II) is unjust and indefensibie
because Palestine was mutilated without the Pales-
tinian people having been properly consulted and
without its having given its prior agreement to the
Plan of Partition,

188, By its resolution 181 (II) on the partition of
Palestine, the United Nations gave the Zionist move-
ment the support and the springboard it needed to
launch the conquest, first of all, of Palestine and then
of the Arab territories in the vicinity of Israel in order
to make the cherished dream of Theodor Herzl and
his disciples come true; one of the most faithful and
illustrious of those disciples, David Ben QGurion,
declared in 1950 to students of the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem:

““The Israeli empire’’—I emphasize ‘empire’—
“must include all the territories situated between
the Nile and the Euphrates, By invasion as well
as by diplomacy it will be built.”

In 1952, that same David Ben Gurion stated in the
Israeli Parliament:

_ *‘Iagree to form the Government on the sole condi-
tion that I use every means possible for us to expand
southwards.”

189, Since the proclamation of the State of Israel on
14 May 1948 the Palestinian people has been deprived
of its assets, expelled from its homeland con-
demned to exile by means of complex and discrimi-
natory legislation supported by the many Zionist
organizations, of which the most notorious are the
Haganah, the Irgun and the Stern Gang, which have
harassed the defenceless Falestinian Arabs,

190. Among the laws and the provisions passed by
the State of Israel in order to confiscate the assets and
properties of the Palestinian Arabs for the benefit of
the Jewish occupants cun be cited the law of absence,
the legislation concerning abandoned assets and re-
gions, and the law of prescription, all of which have
as their otjective the condemnation of Palestinisns
to permanent exile to the advantage of the Jews of
the Disspora whom the Law of Return, of 5 July
1950, urges to go back to the State of Israel,
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191, Determined to eliminate every Palestinian pres-
ence and trace from the State of Israel, the authorities
of that counntry have always encouraged Zionist
terrorist organizations in their criminal undertakings
directed against Palestinian children, women and old
people. As an example we would recall the massacre
of the population of the village of Deir Yassin in April
1948. Forced to choose between exile and death,
the Palestinian people has opted provisionally for a
tactical withdrawal to the neighbouring Arab territories
in order better to orgaiize its liberation struggle and
win a decisive victory over the enemy with the sup-
port and assistance of peoples that love peace, justice
and freedom,

192, The State of Israel is thus a colonial reality on
Palestinian soil. Palestine has been subjected to oc-
cupatiori, domination and usurpation, while the Arab
p,eoi)lc of Palestine has been subjected to humiliation,
exploitation, frustration, expulsion and exile by a
foreign minority on its territory. The Arabs, who
constituted 95 per cent of the population at the time of
the Balfour Declaration saw that proportion reduced
to two thirds in 1947, and today they represent a
minority, a symbolic and marginal group of 10 per
cea?ita;/ith the status of second-class citizens, if not of
pariahs,

193. Israel, born of the colonial and imperialist £xpaii-
sion at the end of the last century, betiaves like an
imperialist, annexationist and expansionist State,
which disturbs the peace in the Middle East and
constantly threatens the territorial integrity, inde-
pendence and national sovereignty of the Arab States
of the region, Faithful to the aims and ambitions of its
founders, it has continued to grow by means of ag-
gression, invasion and occupation, to the detriment
of its Arab neighbours, While the 1947 Plan of Parti-
tion presented it with a territory of 14,000 square kilo-
metres, the area of Israel increased to more than
20,000 o&uarc kilometres after the 1948-1949 war and
30 88i967 square kilometres after the aggression of
une .

194, It is against this colonial phenomenon that the
Palestinian people, regrouped in the PLO, has decided
to carry on the struggle to regain its rights and dignity,
which have been trampled in the dust, its usurped
homeland, in order to live in freedom and pride in the
homeland of its ancestors and to build in peace and
progress a better future for its children,

195. To Israel, the PLO is a mere band of terrorists
representing only themselves. All movements of na-
tional liberation have been dubbed as terrorist by the
colonial Powers, Their leaders have been called
bands of rebels, adventurers and murderers having
no popular base whatsoever in the colonial territories.
As Israe! is an imperialist entity, its mendacious
propeganda against the PLO does not surprise us in
the least, because that organization is a national liber-
ation movement,

196, The PLO enjoys the esteem, the sympathy and
the salldaﬁméy of all thcx plmp&: o% tmorld devqteg
to pesce and progress, It has been formally recognize
by the Arab world, OAU, the Fourth Conference of
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun-
tries and, on 14 October 1974, the international com-
munity, as the only legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. Since 13 November, the dsy when

Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the PLO, spoke
before the twenty-ninth session of the General As-
sembly, the Palestinian people in the territories oc-
cupied by Israel have unleashed demonstrations of
support for the PLO and its illustrious Chairman,
In its cries of ‘‘Long live the PLO’’ and *‘Long live
Arafat”’ in the face of Isracli repression, the Pales-
tinian people wish to confirm to the whole world that
the cause of the PLO is its own cause, and that Mr, Yas-
ser Arafat is the prestigious leader, the respected
and uncontested guide and the faithful and eloquent
spokesman of his people.,

197. It is never too late to do the right thing. The
United Nations bears a grave share of responsibility
for the injustice and the tragedy imposed on the Pales-
tinian people for the past 27 years, It is now up to us to
repair the serious mistake made by the United Nations
in 1947 if we want to restore its prestige, its moral
authority and its credibility before world public
opinion,

198, The Chairman of the PLO came before us
bearing an olive branch, He declared that the okjec-
tives untiringly ﬂursuqd by his movement are peace
and justice in the Middle East and understanding,
brotherhood and co-operation among all the peoples of
the area. These objectives are just and reasonable
and meet with the enthusiastic approval of each of our
delegations,

199, However, the establishment of peace and justice
in the Middle East requires as a prerequisite the res-
toration to the Palestinian people of its legitimate na-
tional rights. The Palestinian people is entitled to a
homeland, to self-determination and to national inde-
pendence.

200, The General Assembly laid down as a condition
for the admission of Israel to the United Nations that
the Jewish State implement the prior resolutions of
the General Assembly with respect to the return of the
Palestinians to their homes, especially resolution 194
(I11) of 11 December 1948, The General Assembly is
fully entitled to request Israel to give an accounting
as regards the implementation of the commitments
it freely and solemnly undertook when it was admitted
to the United Nations on 11 May 1949 [resolution
273 (IID)). Its remaining in our Organization should
logically be conditional upon that,

201, It is inadmissible that the Palestinian nation
should continue to wander about in camps and to live
under tents in inhuman conditions while the land which
has belonged to it for more than 2,000 years is occupied
by people having no roots there whatsoever and no
other links among themselves but the fact that they
belong to the same religious community.

202. That is the situation to which we must put an
end if we wish to help, as the Charter invites us to do,
to make this region, which has suffered so much, a
haven of peace, love, harmony and brotherhood.

203, Mr. MacEACHEN (Canuda): No one who is
familiar with the developments in the Middie East
in the vast quacter of & century can fail to be deeply
moved by the human suffering which has been causad
by the perpetus! upheaval, insecurity and armed con-
flict in that region. Though far removed from this
arex, Canada has not and couid not remain indifferent
to this tragedy und has tried to make a helpful contribu-
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“tion to the United Nations efforts to grapple with the
problem,

204, Canada’s fundamental concern has always been
to help bring about a just and durable peace. To be
just, it must take full account of the legitimate interests
of all the peoples, and to be durable, it must be de-
vcgapcd and accepted by all, No imposed solution could
endure,

205. We consider it essential to any lasting and com-
prehensive settlement that there be respect for the sov-
ereignty, the territorial integrity and the political in-
dependence of Israel and of every other State in the
Middle East, We remain opposed to any attempt to
. challenge the right of Israel or the right of any other
State in the region to-live in peace within secure and
tz:ccoznizcd boundaries free from threat and acts of
orce.,

206, The important issue we are now examining, con-
cerning the status of the Palestinians and their role in
efforts to achieve a negotiated peace, has figured pro-
minently in this tragic history. From the outset, Canada
has recognized that the Palestinians represent a major
interested element in the Middle East situation, Secu-
rity Council resolution 242 (1967), firmly subscribed
to by Canada since its adoption, called for a just settle-
ment of the Palestine refugee problem. Canada has
given and continues to give substantial financial sup-
port to UNRWA, Recent developments, including this
debate, testify to the growing acknowledgement that
cognizance must be taken of the need for the Pales-
tinian people to be represented and heard in negotia-
tions involving their destiny. Canada is fully in accord
with the view that any enduring peaceful settlement of
the Arab-Liraeli dispute must taxe account of the
legitimate concerns of the Palestinians,

207. But we are convinced that these concerns must
be, and realistically can only be, pursued by non-
violent means, Canada vigorously condemns terrorism
in whatever form and from whatever source it may
occur. It bas no place in any efforts to resolve the
differences between the parties to this dispute. No one
who seeks a role in a negotiated settlement, no matter
how legitimate his grievances are or how deep his
frustrations may be, can expect to be accepted at the
negotiating table unless he sheds violence in favour of
dialogue. Meaningful dialogue depends upon full rec-
oanigiorlt of the existence of Israel and its right to
survival,

208, We have noted with satisfaction that there have
been, within a relatively short space of time, territorial
adjustments on two fronts in the form of the existing
disengagement agreements.!* We may also be wit-
nessing & fundamental change in the appreciation of
existing realities on the part of both sides to the dix-
pute. On the one hand, Arsb Governments appear
more disposed to recognize Israel’'s right to exist.
Israel, forits part, has reaffirmed its intention to pursue
the search for pesce with its Arab neighbours and
to that end has indicated greater recognition of the
fact that Palestinian concerns will huve to be taken
into sccount in the same way if real pesce is to be
schieved.

209. ‘That suid, the question iv: How are legitimate
Palestinian concemns to be brought to bear in efforts
to reach a just wnd durable settlement? Canudix has

firmly resisted giving advice as to what form Pales-
tinian representation should take in future negotia-
tions. The claim of the PLO to represent the Pales-
tinians is thus one which, in our view, is not for Canada
to decide. It is a question which remains to be re-
solved by the parties directly involved in the course of
their continuing efforts to work towards an agreed
peace, and Israel is an essential party in deciding the
question,

210, If recent developments have placed new em-
phasis on certain elements among the numerous factors
which must be taken into account in any realistic move
toward a peaceful settlement, nothing which has oc-
curred derogates from Canada’s conviction that Secu-
rity Council resclution 242 (1967) constitutes a valid
framework for a just and equitable settlement. It re-
mains our view that the equitable balance of the obli-
gations thereby laid down for the parties continues to
provide them with important guidelines for their efforts
to resolve their differences.

211, The integrity of that Security Council resolution
must be maintained, in particular by refraining from
any action which would tend to emphasize one aspect
to the exclusion of other equally valid principles.
That applies, of course, to the Palestinian issue as to
all the others involved, While important and, indeed,
fundamental to the Arab-Israeli dispute, this issue
evidently cannot be resolved separately and without
consideration for other elements of the problem, We
would be opposed to any unilateral actions which
could be prejudicial to the comprehensive negotiated
settlement which is being sought,

212, I have said that the manner in which legitimate
Palestinian concerns are to be represented in the course
of the search for a peace settlement is a matter for
agreement by the parties involved. The same principle
clearly applies to the declared aspiration of the PLO
to establish an independent national authority in the
region, If the emergence of any Palestinian entity
were to be envisaged at some stage, it would be es-
sential that that should be the result of agreement
among the parties directly involved, which, of course,
includes Isracl. In this respect the establishment,
evolution and existence of any such entity should in
mg Iway lprcjudice the continued existence of the State
of Israel.

213. From what has been said, it will be clear that
the Canadian Government believes a scitlement can-
not be imposed in the Middle East by outside forces.
The will to make peace and the modaslities and struc-
tures of an eventual settlement must be evolved by
the parties directly concerned. We shall evaluate
objectively any purticular course which may be fol-
lowed in the pursuit of prace, basing ourselves on
certain fundamental prinziples but free of any pre-
conceived ideas as to the form and content of an
eventual settlement. We shall continue to weigh events
in direct relation to their likely impact on what has
always been ardl remains for Canada the cardinal
vbjective: the achievement of an agreed and lasting
settlement between [vrael and its Arab neighbours
enabling all the States of the region o live in peace
and secunty. Canada will continue whole-heartedly,
through whatever means may be open to us, to sup-
port all efforts to that end
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214, Mr. CARAYANNIS (Greece): My Govern-
ment has welcomed the opportunity of discussing the
Palestine question as a separate item in the current
session of the General Assembly, We feel that in spite
of the acrimony, due to the nature of the problem,
this discussion may yet prove to be useful and con-
structive, especially if it is approached with respon-
sibility and realism, It may force us to answer some
difficult questions if, in the process, we realize that
there have been difficulties on both sides, and it will
mean, I believe, that we shall have made some good
progress,

215, From the beginning an. through the years we
have always maintained that the Palestine question
was the heart of the Middle East problem. One may
have differing views on Palestine itself and the rights
of the Palestinians, but to ignore the fact that they
constitute the real problem, only because it happens
to be a difficult problem, is, I am afraid, an attitude
of wishful thinking which will lead Israel, the Arab
countries and this Assembly nowhere. The Palestinians
have the right to seek a future for themselves and to
organize it in the same way other peoples do, and
the General Assembly has the moral obligation to help
and guide them in doing so.

216, The Palestinians have expressed themselves
through different organizations and they now seem to
agree to be represented in a unified form through the
PLO. We welcome this development and we consider
it a constructive one. It is up to the Palestinians to
decide who will represent them, When their indepen-
dence is reached, as we hope it will be, they will surely
provide for'themselves a more official representation.,
For the moment, what is important for us is to hear
the voice of the Palestinians,

217, Their voice must be heard, and it is better if it
is heard directly from them than through other Arab
couq;rdim, no matter how faithfully the message is
carried,

218. That is why we voted in favour of the invitation
to the representatives of the PLO to take part in our
deliberations. We believe their presence lends our work
new significance and may eventually open new doors
to a solution.

219. If the Palestine question is the heart of the Mid-
dle East problem, it is obvious that a solution ¢annot
be found elsewhere, In the view of my Govemnment,
the Palestine question must find its solution in the con-
text of the Middle East. The Palestinians have the
right to a homeland and to independence, and all other
countries, including Israel, have the right to be secure
and to remain independent,

220, The leader of the PLO, Mr. Yusser Arafat,
indicated at the oﬁninz of our debate that he accepts
the presence of the Israeli people in Palestine. That
is a different position from the well-known extreme
view the Palestinians seemed to hold several years
?o. It is, in the opinion of my delegation, & first posi.
tive approach and must be taken ss such.

221. The position of the PLO) remains vague on other

fundamental issues, it is true, but similatly the post-

tiont of Isrsel remains uncompromising. If we are to

make some progress in the Palestine question we must,

é;uwou as in 8o many other questions, make it step
slap.

222, Some Arab delegations have taken that view
in their statements and have indicated a sense of
realism that we hope will keep the doors open and
eventually lead to some ~al progress,

223, The position of the Greek Government on the
different aspects of the general problem in the Middle
East has remained unchanged through the years,
We are not prepared to accept or approve the acqui-
gition of territory through military conquest. That is
a principle to which we and, I believe, many others in
this Assembly are very much attached. We have taken
and strongly maintain the view that the territories
occupied by Israel must be evacuated. What happens
to those territories after their evacuation is the concern
of their legal owners and their inhabitants,

224, We also maintain the view that the indepen-
dence and security of all States in the area must be
safeguarded. We are a small country, and we can un-
derstand the importance Israel attaches to its security.,
We also understand that, unfortunate as it may be,
the United Nations is not yet in a position to effectively
protect small countries, Yet to try to protect ourselves
by enslaving others is a very old method of achieving
security that has always in the long run paid bad divi-
dends. Surely Israel is modern enough to organize
its security in a more modern way.

225, Both the Arab and the Israeli people are ancient
peoples we have known for centuries and have re-
spected. We lived and worked with the Arabs on the
basis of mutual understanding and equality before
many others did so; we have lived and worked with
the Israelis and we have the satisfaction of knowing
that in their greatest trial, during the last war, they
nowhere found more compassion and more protes.tion
under extremely difficult circumstances than in my
country,

226, We wi'l not favour any injustice to the Israalis,
We are too small to support injustice. But they must
also realize and accept that what has heen happening
to the Palestinians for many years now, and is still
happening, is also an injustice,

227, We have in this Assembly had the courage to
tackle the problem ot its roots for the first time. We
must now have the wisdom to show the necessary
comprehension that will make it possible for the doors
to remain open and for hope to persist,

228, My delegation earnestly hopes that the draft
resolution we shall be called upon to vote on will reflect
those views and will open the way for 4 constiuctive
approach to one of the most trugic and difficult prob-
lems of our time.

229. Mr. YAGUIBOU (Upper Volta) (interpretation

from Frenchy: The long murch which we have all

undertaken, esch nation with its own forces and its own
convictions, came to a significant turning-point with
our historic decision to include the question of Pales-
tine in the agendan of this twenty -ninth session.

230. The delegation of Upper Volta feels we have no
right to miss the opportunity for scheving pesce and
Justice that is thus presented to us. It iy, indeed, pro-
foundly convinced that wherever there is an oppor-
tunity for dulogue the chances of peace are immense.

231, In order to make its mexdest contabution to the
Isboroue work of building peasce and establishing an

WLt 2ot o cougus o 1.
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era of justice ‘and equity, the delegation of Upper
Volta speaks today in this important debate on the
Palestine question,

232. Formerly a land of peace, of civilization and
culture, a nerve-centre from which peaceful impulses
spread throughout our world, Palestine is now con-
frgi:tcd by all the upheavals that war brings in its
wake.

233, The situation of today is obviously one of the
many results of the colonialist and imperialist doc-
trine of those who once ordered the destinies of all the
peoples of the world to suit their will, As all the delega-
tions that have spoken here have said, a glance at
history indicates clearly and undeniably that ‘he
problem confronting us today was created by the
erstwhile colonial Power, which, in order to keep
certain promises, quite simply decided to partition the
region of Palestine in total disregard of the rights of its
peoples,

234. However, the solution was simple: in putting
an end .o its Mandate, Great Britain should have
obeyed i spirit of the times and the principle of self-
determinavon of penples and thus should have given
to the Palestinian people the power that belonged to it,
that is to say, its right to self letermination and sov-
ereignty over its own land, Instead of that, the parti-
tion of Palestine was purely and simply decided over
the heads of its people, and that division of the country
was ratified by the United Nations itself, That outcome
was hardly surprising in view of the character of our
Organization and the power relationships within it at
that time. Although ferociously opposed to this deci-
sion, the principal parties interested had to witness a
decision being imposed on them, a decision contrary
to their own fundamental interests and to their own
legitimate aspirations, a decision that brazenly flouted
the Charter of the United Nations and the sacred prin-
ciples upon which it rests,

235. On 27 November 1947, by 33 votes to 13 with
10 abstentions—the opposing votes being those of the
independent Arab countries and Indin-—the partition of
Palestine between a Jewish State and an Arab Stute
was decided upon, with Jerusalem being given inter-
national status,

236. Under pressure from that inglorious muyjority,
and dexpite the unanimous rejection of the Arab world
and of the native population of Pulestine, the Jewish
State was created in the heart of the Arab world.

237. Why, therefore, should we be surprised at the
resistance of those populations to those whom they
regard as foreign settlers coming from Hurope, Amer-
ica or elsewhere in order to take over their lands and
their goods? Why should we be surprived at their re-
vistance when the first Jews cmiguinx from Furope
were preceded in Palestine by such shadowy, terrorist
and fascist organizations as the Haganah, the Stern
Gang and the Irgun, whose fearful sctivities schieved
their culmination with the cruel massacres of such
villages as Deir Yassin?

218, Ultimately, » million and x half Pulestine Arubs
were forced by this terrorinm to leave their lands and
their houses, snd sce that time have been refugees,
wattered in tents in the sands of the desert.

239. The situate  of the Palestinian pe 'ple iv what
it is today becamu . our Orgsnization, which bears

245,

the basic responsibility, was unable or unwilling, at
that moment in its history, to distinguish truth from
falsity, or justice from injustice, at a time when the
peoples of the third world were still muzzled and pre-
venﬁd from playing their part in the destiny of our
world,

240. What is more, the expansionist appetites of
Israel have little by little led it to extend its power over
the Arab part of Palestine and over the territories of
the neighbouring Arab countries, in defiance of the
laws of the international community. My delegation
would like now once again to reaffirm its condemnation
of that policy, which can only set back the chances
for peace.

241. And this is the context in which the United
Nations has, in vain we must admit, attempted to
make reparation for what we have called the error
of the Middle East. How could it have done other-
wise when we deliberately chose to ignore the essential
element which is the very warp and woof of the situa-
tion, that is to say, the Palestinians? Recent lessons
of history should have taught us, however, that one
cannot with impunity trample upon the rights of a
people, since that people will immediately contest the
established order, from which it can hope for nothing.
How could we then hold it against the Palestinians that
they should completely ignore the rules of a society
which had been ignoring them for so many years?

242. The essence of the Palestinian problem, how-
ever, is very simple. This people, by an unjust deci-
sion, has been deprived of its most inalienable right
to live on its land and to prosper there like any other
people. The present need is to make reparation for that
injustice by recognizing its right to self-determination
and to the exercise of its legitimate national rights,

243. The historic decision taken here on 14 October
1974 to invite the P1.0) to perticipate in a debate which
concerns it in 8 most intimate way is an important step
for any over-all solution to the Middle Fast problem,
After having heard the Chairman of the PLO), we are
convinced that a final settlement of the Palestinian
problem is impossible without the participution of those
who constitute an essential element.

244, In an interview granted to the weekly news-
paper Jeune Afrique , the Chairman of the PLO) stated
in 4 most sincere way:

“We have not renounced ou. aim, which is to
create in all of Palestine ~ lay and democratic State
where Jews, Christisng and Muslims will live in
peuce with equal rights and duties. But we think
t!l::t ;hi%_ State should be one desired by all, including
t ews ., . "

He then sdded, with respect to the Jews:

*"We do not want to throw them into the sea . .
We want to live together . . . We do not want to
huve a war which goes on forever.”

After hearing these remarks, so rich in wisdom und
realism, wher in thiv Assembly would henceforth want
to doubt the pewceful intent of the Chaurman of the
PL.O?

We do not intend to rewnte history We have
to bave ourselves on the existing data, the concrete
realities 10 oeder to find an over-all solaton 1t can be
o one’ vntent to want to see the Jewish people cxter
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minated; this is a courageous people, which has made -

its decisive contribution to the evolution of the world.
But, as one of my brothers has so well said, while it
is unrealistic or even Utopian to want now to throw
the Jews into the sea. it is no less dangerous and irra-
tional to remain impervious to the tribulations and the
tragedy of the Palestinian people, or to want that peo-
ple to be continually thrown back into the sands of the
desert. The Jewish people, after centuries of martyr-
dom, which have burnt into its spirit a~d its flesh,
should have been the first today to understand how
another people, also for long victims of an interna-
tional plot, should want to claim its own rights, those
which it had so long pursued. Instead of that, the
Jewish people today in Israel make permanent aggres-
sion against their neighbours their national policy.

246, In any case, Israel must accept the situation,
because the choice is simple: recognize the personality
of the Palestinian people, recognize its rights, accept
it as a valid negotiator and open up prospects for a
lasting peace in the region; or continue to persist in its
present attitude and thus have to confront, with in-
creasing difficulty, the assaults of the people who are
resolutely determined to recover their legitimate
rights. In the latter case, in the long run, it will be the
people of Israel itself who will start asking questions
af its leaders, and in particular will want to know
towards what dubious destiny they are being led.
Thus it is indispensable that Israel should now rec-
ognize the Palestinians as valid negotiators and seek
with them an appropriate formula for coexistence,
which has now become inevitable and which, more-
over, could only serve to enrich the region of Palestine.

247, The statement made here by the Chairman of
the PLO confirms our view that the leaders of that
organization are now determined to shoulder their re-
sponsibilities before the international community, to
respect its laws and decisions, and live as brothers
with the Jews of Israel, if only the segregation to which
they have been subjected is ended, and if only they
are no longer treated as ble  'thirsty terrorists,

248, Here in America we have seen a number of com-
munities with apparently nothing in common~neither
colour, religion, nor historical background-—and yet,
history accomplished its task, Thanks to the political
will of their leaders, we can observe multiracial, mul-
tireligious nations with a technical and cultural wealth
that 18 the envy of the entire world,

249, Nevertheless, for the time being, the question
is no longer one of knowing what formula will be
adopted to ensure that the Palestinians can exercise
their right to self-determination. Even if it were, it is
up to that people itself and the others in the region to
determine how this will be done,

250, Whst seems to us more urgent—and it is in this
respect that our debate takes on its full importance
-~is for the international community to recognize,

despite any possible objection, the rights of the Pales-
tinian people. The question of Palestine has been on
our agenda for too long: the General Assembly has
been seized of it for more than a quarter of a century.
Yet the problem still remains unresolved because we
have always approached it from a point of view which
prevented us from dealing with all its aspects. To want
to see it only as a humanitarian issue, to regard the
Palestinian people only as refugees whose ills could
be resolved by internationai charity, is to approach
only the consequences of a problem the fundamental
causes of which are political,

251, Nevertheless, truly formidable efforts have been
made at all levels to overcome this crisis; while we
ha--e noted some shortcomings in our common effort,
it can be said that today an encouraging historic stage
has been reached. The problem confronting the world
today, particularly in the Middle East, opens up to
the world prospects of a true peace. We must now con-
firm the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people
so that the land of Palestine may regain its original
sig(nililﬁcance as the land of peace, civilization, charity
and love.

The meeting rose at 7.25 p.m.
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