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AGENDA ITEM 108
Question of Palestine (continued)

1. Mr. DATCU (Romania) (interpretation from
French): Firstly, on behalf of the Romanian delega-
tion, I should like to associate myself with all those
who this morning addressed their condolences to the
delegation of Ireland on the death of the President of
Ireland, Mr. Erskine Childers.

2. 1 should also like to extend to the delegation of

5audi Arabia, particularly to my distinguished col--

league Mr. Baroody, the condolences of the Romanian

delegation on the death last Thursday of the Minister

gf Elt;tfp for Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia, Mr. Omar
akkaf,

3. Ishould like, on behalf of the Romanian delegation,
to address warm greetings to the delegation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO] and to
express our satisfaction at seeing them participate in
the present discussion.

4, At this session, the General Assembly is taking up
a problem whose solution is essential to the process
of bringing about a just and lasting peace in the Middie
East. The fact that the Palestinian problem has been
brought before the General Assembly for discussion
is a fact of remarkable importance. Essentially, the
question is what contribution the United Nations can
make to ensuring respect for the national rights of
the Palestinian people, in order to reach a just and final
settlement of the situation in the Middle East.

5. Undoubtedly, the Palestine problem, like the other
problems of that region, is coraplex, and its origins
go back some time in history. The time that has elapsed
and the attempts that have been made to find solutions
by force-of-arms methods have only further compli-
cated the situation. However, this does not mean that
those problemas are insoluble, The facts go to show
that in these days the international community has
the necessary capacity and resources to solve inter-
national problems, provided that the requisite political
will is there.

6. ‘lhanks to the struggle waged by the popular
masses everywhere and to the action of the progressive
forces militating in favour of peace, freedom, national

progress, the contempcrary world has witnessed far-
reaching and revolutionary transformations. The
theatre of operations for the old imperialist, colonial-
ist and neo-colonialist policies and the policies of force
and diktat is shrinking every day.

7. The new trend towards détente , towards the organ-
ization of relations among all States, on the basis of
the principles of national independence and sov-
ercignty, of full equality of rights, of non-interference
in the internal affairs of a State, of territorial integrity,
and of non-recourse to force or the threat of force
—this trend is becoming more strongly established
in international life.

8. Recourse to negotiation and understanding in
finding political solutions for questions under dispute
is becoming increasingly indicated. Political events in
recent years show that this is the only course that
is likely to eliminate the sources of tension and conflict,
the causes of animosities and suspicion among States,
Difficult and thorny problems going back a long way
~t0 the cold-war years—or of more recent date, some
of which were indeed linked with the situation in the
Middle East, have been dealt with in this manner,
and with some success, These problems are obviously
not easy to solve, and to do 3o requires much effort,
perseverance and patience,

9. But the main point is that the decision was taken
to deal with these matters at the negotiating table and
to resolve them by political means. That is why we see
no reason why the problems in the Middle E- st should
be an exception,

10, In essence, this is the message the Government
of the Socialist Republic of Romania brings to this
discussion: let us see to it that reason, the method of
political setticment, respect for the interests of each
people of that region and of all shall triumph equally
in the consideration of the situation in the Middle East.

11, The President of the Socialist Republic of Ro-
mania, Nicolae Ceaugescu, said recenutly:

““We are resolutely in favour of the settlement
by peaceful means of the conflicts and situations
of tension in the Middle East, as in other regions
of the world; of a lasting and just peace which guar-
antees to every people independence and sov-
ereignty. In this context, we are also in favour of
the settlement of the problem of Palestine in ac-
cordance with the desire of its people to live a free
and independent life."’

12. The Romanian Government considers that today,
more than ever before, the conditions and real pos-
sibilities exist for the establishment of peace in the
Middle East., However, it is necessary to show per-
severance both in the United Nations and outside it
in order to bring about a stable and lasting settlement
of the situution in the Middle East and, in that context,
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an equitable settlement of the Palestinian problem in
accordance with the interests of all the peoples of that
region and the need to strengthen world peace.

13. It is the opinion of the Romanian Government
that those solutions should be based on recognition
of the realities in that part of the world. At the same
time, those solutions must be the outcome of the par-
ticipation and co-operation of all the peoples con-
cerned, as the only guarantee of their viability and of
the creation of conditions that make it possible for
each people to live in peace and build its life in ac-
cordance with its own desires and interests.

14, It is essential in the Middle East, as in other parts
of the world, to acknowledge the truth that a people
that fails to recognize the liberty of another cannot
be truly free, just as a people cannot develop in an inde-
pendent and sovereign way if it denies that same fun-
damental right to other peoples.

15. Similarly, the truth must be faced that the secu-
rity of a State can only be founded on a policy of peace
and friendship with neighbouring countries and peo-
ples, with all the countries of the world, respecting
their national independence and sovereignty.

16. The Romanian Government has constantly af-

firmed over the years that in order to bring about a

just and lasting political settlement in the Middle East

it:c is essential to ensure that three fundamental needs
met,

17. First, it is necessary that Israeli troops be with-
drawn from the Arab territories occupied as a result
of the conflict in 1967. Indeed, as practice has shown,
the continued :occupation of those territories is a per-
manent source of tension in the area. Historical
experience proves that the security of a State can only
be ensured by a policy of peace and friendship with its
neighbours, renunciation of the use or threat of force,
and the existence of a relationship based on good will.
That is equally valid as regards the Middle East,

18. Secondly, it is necessary to recognize and guar-
antee at the same time the right to existence, inde-
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of all
the States in that area. That is dictated by the very
- interests of peace and security in the Middle East,
If this existed, it would open up favourable prospects
for the peaceful coexistence of all the peoples in the
area and create conditions in which they could devote
all their energies to their economic and social progress
and to their free and independent development,

19. Thirdly, it is essential that an equitable solution
be found to the problem of the Palestinian people,
the subject of the present discussions in the General
Assembly, The Romanian Government believes that
the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the
Middle East is directly linked to respect for the national
rights of the Palestinian people, including its right to
decide its own destiny and organize its own inde-
pendent State,

20. In the light of this position of principle and in
the spirit of the principles underlying its foreign pol-
icy, Romania has made its contribution to the efforts
to find an equitable and lasting settlement, by political
means, of the conflict in the Middle East in general
and of the Palestinian problem in particular, carrying
out to that end inteasive multilateral activity, The
meetings of President Nicolae Ceaugescu with the rep-

resentatives of the Palestine liberation movement as
well as with the leaders of the States in that region are
eloquent testimony to this.

21, The recent visit to Bucharest of the Chairman
of the Executive Committee of the PLO, Yasser
Arafat, provided an occasion for the reaffirmation of
the solidarity of the Romanian people as regards the
aspirations of the Palestinian people to reorganize
their own life independently and in conformity with
their legitimate rights. In this spirit, Romania supports
the aspirations of the sorely tried Palestinian people
to build its own State, within which it will be able to
devote itself to its economic and social development
and to follow a policy of co-operation with all States,
in its own interest and in the interests of international
peace, security and dérente.

22. Romania is one of the States that sponsored
the request that the Palestinian problem be inscribed
as a separate item on the agenda of the present session,
We also supported as a sponsor the proposal to invite
the representatives of the PLO to be present during
the discussions on this item,

23. Romania considers that it is necessary to ensure
the participation of the PLO at the Geneva Peace
Conferencz on the Middle East. Such participation
would in effect simply be a continuation of action
designed to ensure that the Palestinians are present
during the discussion of problems which directly
concern them, For it is impossible to conduct negotia-
tions relating to the Middie East situation without con-
sidering the Palestinian issue; nor is it possible to con-
sider the situation of the Palestinian people without the
proper participation of its legitimate representatives,

24, The solution of the Palestinian problem in ac-
cordance with the legitimate interests and rights of the
Palestinian people undoubtedly will be one of the
important factors in settling the problems of the Middle
East., Such a solution will strengthen the process of
international détente and of the peace and security of
the world, to which all peoples are profoundly wedded,

25, The Romanian delegation is authorized to reaf-
firm the decision of socialist Romania to continue to
bend its efforts to ensuring that it will make the best
contribution that it can to bringing about a just and
lasting peace in the Middle East.

26. Mr. GHOBASH (United Arab Emirates) (inter-
pretation from Arabic): Before delivering my speech
on the question of Palestine, I should like to express
our condolences to Ireland on the death of the Pres-
ident of Ireland, Mr. Childers, that great statesman
and politician, May he rest in peace,

27. Mr. President, I have the honour to congratulate
you on your assumption of this high office, of which
you are truly worthy because of your skill, your wisdom
and your exceptional ability to direct the discussions
in the best interests of this august Organization and
for the realization of its noble aims of spreading justice
among nations and liberating man from oppression
and error,

28. The forceful and determined struggle by op-
pressed peoples in the modern age for the attainment
of their legitimate rights and the strenuous efforts
undertaken by the enlightened élite of the developed
countries to bring about the liberation of man in their
own societies, ridding him of the illusions of racial
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prejudice and cultural superiority, have started to bear
fruit. This heralds a better future for our human society
and provides an opportunity for the voices of truth
to rise, calling for justice and fairness.

29. The invitation extended by the General Assembly
to the PLO to send a delegation to present the case of
the Palestinian people—the injustice, the aggression
and the homelessness they have suffered-—before the
representatives of the overwhelming majority of the
human race is really an historic triumph; we are de-
lighted at this triumph not only because a brother
and a relative has won a just case but also because this
triumph heralds the breaking of the strongest link in
the chain of lying, distortion and misleading that has
surrounded one of the most important liberation ques-
tions in the world, namely, the question of the right: of
the Palestinians., Many people, longing to see the
triumph of right and to hear the voice of truth loud and
clear, had despaired of the ability to break the chain
of lying and distortion and of the ability to let the world
hear the simple truth, so much so that the renowned
English historian, Arnold Toynbee, said in 1970;

‘**Right and wrong are the same in Palestine as
anywhere else. What is particular about the Pales-
tine conflict is that the world has listened to the
party that has committed the offence and has turned
a deaf ear to the victims,”’

But we also know that if wrong has had a turn, right
will have many turns.

30. Now that the true nature of this conflict has begun
to emerge and the true picture has begun to take def-
inite shape at various levels and in large sectors of
the various countries of the world, the representatives
of the aggressive Zionist establishment are frightened
in a way that has led them to organize demagogic dem-
onstrations and to heap insults on this international
forum. One of those leaders accuses the General As-
sembly of bias, and goes on to say:

“In its present mood and structure, the United
Nations would refuse to endorse the Ten Com-
mandments on account of their Israelite origin.”’

31, That is the wrong approach, It is a racist and
religiously intolerant approach which sees in the
honour of the conscience of the representatives of the
thousands of millions of people nothing but bias if all
of them do not go along with injustice and accept it.

32. These clouds of distortion have started to dis-
perse before the bright sun of truth and before the high
wave of freedom, which unites in the st e not
only the oppressed peoples of the third world but also
millions of intellectuals among the peoples of de-
veloped countries, We should not, of course, forget
those adherents of the Jewish faith who opposed and
continue to oppose the Zionist lie on the level of thought
and doctrine and to condemn the acts of repression,
murder and usurpation on the political action level.

33, Mr. 1., Wagenaar wrote in a letter to Die Welt-
?'ggzc of Zurich, published in its issue of 31 Auguat

““The anti-Semite today is anyone who does not
approve of the moral bases of the Balfour Declara-
tion or even questions them, It is also anyone who
questions all Jewish meaning of zionism, It is any-

“one who calls Israel a State of Jews and not a Jewish

State. It is anyone who affirms that Palestine has
been an Arab Jand for 1,300 years. It is anyone who
has the courage to say that Israel ignores the trag-
edies of Arab refugees. It is anyone who is as-
tonished at the term ‘liberated areas’, by which is
meant the eastern areas of Palestine. It is the person
who does not have the slightest enthusiasm for the
annexation of Arab Jerusalem to the Zionist State,
If this is the anti-Semite, I am an anti-Semite,”’

34. Ever since its inception, Israel has followed a
policy of pioneer-colonial settlement in a manner
parallel to and identical with what has happened in
South Africa, even more tragically. Having expelled
the Palestinians from their homes, and infringed their
basic human rights, Israel opted for waging war against
the Arabs in implementation of the policy of mobile
frontiers: the policy of land acquisition by force and the
enlargement of the borders at the expense of its neigh-
bours whenever it had an opportunity. That is the law
of the jungle; it has accompanied the introduction
of zionism to our Arab East, which is peaceful and
oriented—by nature and by its human culture and its
history—towards tranquillity and cohesion, Our
hopes are of peace, and peace is dependent on the
respect for the basic rights of peoples, ithe most im-
portant of which is the right to self-determination
upheld by the international community as a whole,
The elimination of the hotbeds of war and the constant
aggression in the Middle East will not take place un-
less and until Israel recognizes the rights of the Pales-
tinian people to their land and country, and puts an end
to the spoliation of their heritage and property—-the
spoliation of which the report of the Special Com-
mittee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Ter-
ritories [4/9817] has given us a true and deplorable
picture,

35. The Palestine liberation movement enjoys the
absolute support of my country, not only because it is
our Arab liberation movement but also because the
Palestine freedom-fighters are defending a just right,
the triumph of which will be a major turning-point in
the struggle for establishing the rights of peoples suf-
fering under the yoke of the oppressor and racist rule,
and subject to constant distortion of their cultural
and human values, We are in agreement with our Pales-
tinian brethren in their view of zionism and in their
rejection of the racist philosophy and the aggressive
Israeli practices. Their just call for the establishment of
an enlightened, open-minded, tolerant and democratic
society, which opens wide its heart to embrace the cul-
tures of all its members without discrimination on the
basis of religion, colour or cultural background, meets
with our hearty and absolute support. We do not doubt
the sincerity of that call, for it comes from the heart
of a people that has experienced tremendous sufferings
for which they were in no way responfible. Where
there is suffering, there is also suitable ground for the
good plant. Zionism has aborted or distorted the tragic
cx&e‘rience of the Jewish people, which has suffered
a lot of injustice over the years. Instead of creating
a human and tolerant image, such as the one envisaged
by the Palestinians and by an élite of Jewish intellec-
tuals established now in Palestine, it imitated the op-
pressors and cast itself in their image, drawing the
sword to sow murder, homelessness and oppression.
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Isqgc Deutscher, in his book The Non-Jewish Jew,
said:

*‘On a deeper historical level, the Jewish tragedy
finds in Israel a dismal sequel, Israel's leaders
exploit self-justification, and over-exploit Au-
schwitz and Treblinka; but their actions mock the
real meaning of the Jewish tragedy."”’

36. The present generation of men and women-—~the
generation of liberation from colonialism and of inter-
national détente—will undoubtedly find itself in sym-
pathy with the Palestinian resistance in its call for the
establishment of a Palestine open to Muslims, Chris-
tians and Jews, for this Palestinian aim contrasts with
Israeli and Zionist insistence on preserving the idea of a
closed system based on a predatory, static and irra-
tional approach to man, to the universe and to history.
The Zionist view of the world is that it is divided, and
will continue to be divided, into good, represented by
the Jews, and evil, represented by non-Jews; and that
a continuous war, actual or potential, is necessarily
raging between the two and that, accordingly, there
is neither peace nor coexistence,

37. Israel's conduct towards the Palestinians and the
Arab world reflects this view of man, this view that
war and violence, therefore, are natural things, and so
is racial superiority,

38. The Arab, the indigenous inhabitant of the coun-
try, is denied all rights whereas the Jew enjoys every-
thing, We find, for exumple, that in his book, The
Jewish State,! Herzl discusses minute details of the
organization of the envisaged State, such as the hours
of work, workers' accommodation, the national flag,
and 80 on, but he had nothing to say about the Arabs
of Palestine except that which figured in his memoirs,
That betrayed his secret plan forforcing the indigenous
inhabitants out of the country by refusing to employ
them, But with regard to the lands that were to be
taken over by the Jews, Herzl says:

“If we take an area and find in it animals that are
harmful to the Jews, such as big snakes and the like,
we shall then use the indigenous population to exter-
minate these animals before expelling them.”

The Zionists carried out those instructions in letter
and in spirit, Their strategy during the Mandate was
based on Zionist supremacy, publicly denying Arab
political rights in Palestine, calling for the establish-
ment of a closed Jewish society and declaring that all
the land that had already been m}uired had become
Zionist racist land. The constitution of the Jewish
Agency decreed the inadmissibility of the transfer of
lands to non-Jews, meaning the Arabs,

39. The Zionist movement has been characterized
by violence and immorality in its dealings with the
Arabs to an extent that led the Jewish intellectual
Dr. Judah Magnes to advise his colleagues to show
s measure of reason and moderation. He said:

“We seem to have thought of everything-—except
the Arabs. We have issued this and that publication
and done other commendable things. But as to a
consistent, clearly worked out, realistic, generous
policy of political, social, economic, educational
co-operation with the Arabs—the time never seems
to be propitious. But the time has come for the Jews
to take into account the Arab factor as the most

important facing us. If we have a just cause, so have
they. If promises were made to us, so were they to
the Arabs. . . . If we wish to live in this living space,
we must live with the Arabs.”

40, A disregard of moral values has led the Israeli

" leadership to follow another path in their dealing with

the indigenous population—the path of racist settlers,
That kind of treatment is inadmissible by law and
contrary to the Charter of the United Nations.

41, In spite of the inhuman laws applied to their
indigenous populations, the oppressor régimes in South
Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia at least con-
tinue to recognize their physical existence on the land.
But the Zionist settlers and their State, Israel, deny
the Palestinian people even the right to physical pres-
ence on their land. They even deny their very exist-
ence. In 1969, the then Israeli Minister for Information,
Israel Galili, said, **We do not regard the Palestinian
Arabs as an ethnic catcgorgé as a distinct national
community in this country’’. Several years later, Golda
Meir made those allegations the official State policy
when she said, **There is no such thing as Palestinians.
They do not exist',,

42. A comparison of that Israeli attitude with the
attitude of the white settlers in South Africa and
Southern Rhodesia shows the Israeli attitude to be
more extreme and more aggressive, because the
Israclis have always aimed at eliminating the presence
of any Palestinians on their land and driving them
back over the borders. That has always been the case,
from the time when Herzl spoke in his memoirs of
seizing the land from its owners, and not allowing its
resale to non-Jews, eliminating the poor classes by
pushing them **gently’’ over the borders, right up to the
present policy of changing the character of the country
and building settlements and demolishing houses-—-the
policy followed today by the Israeli leaders in violation
of numerous United Nations resolutions that have
repeatedly affirmed the illegality of such acts and their
violation of the most basic norms of justice,

43, 'The Palestinian people has led a harsh and tragic
existence throughout the last 25 years, and during that
period Israel has always deliberately tried to focus
on the Arab-Israeli conflict, so as to remove the ques-
tion of the Palestinian people from the international
scene and to deny the existence of a Palestinian ques-
tion. The truth, however, is that there is 4 Palestinian
question; it is the root cause of the conflict in the
Middle East, and the Palestinians are the ones who
have suffered most because of it.

44, The numerous United Nations resolutions calling
for recognition of the Palestinian peopie's right to
return to its land and its absolute right to self-determi-
nation, the General Assembly’s recent invitation to the
PLO to participate in its meetings, and the presence
of the Palestinian delegation among us—all provide
striking evidence of the world's understanding of this
question,

45. In a speech in the Third Committee on 6 No-

vember 1974, Mr. C'arl Lidbom, the Swedish Minister,

;:ix)(l;liniqg his country’s vote for the invitation of the
L), said:

“It is an illusion to believe that the Palestinian
¢ problem cun be dealt with exclusively as a refugee
problem.
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**We cannot group the peoples into good ones and
bad ones; we cannot distinguish between peoples
who have a right to self-determination and peoples
who have no right to seek their freedom,

*“The right to self-determination, so solemnly
affirmed by the many conventions and declarations
of the United Nations, can tolerate no exceptions.

*“This should be as clear as should be our refusal
to tolerate territorial expansion by armed force.’’?

46, The Minister went on to say:

**We supported the decision to grant the PLO the
right to express its views in the conviction that no
fair and lasting solution would be possible without
a dialogue in which all parties concerned parti-
cipate.''?

47. Let us now go back to the Arab-Israeli conflict,
Israel came into existence at a time when the tide of
the national liberation movements was rising, striving
to attain freedom from colonial domination world-
wide, The Arab world was still profoundly stirred by
the rising freedom movement, whether on its eastern
or western borders. In all their lands, the Arabs fought
with determination for their salvation and liberation,
and Israel has always stood in the way of the aspira-
tions of the Arabs—peoples of the third world—who
are struggling for progress., It has waged recurrent
wars against Egypt and plotted against the Algerian
National Liberation Front, attributing to it terrorism
and sabotage—~which it attributes now freely to Pales-
tinian freedom-fighters, Israel has been involved in all
this, true to its historical role as the barrier standing
between peoples and freedom. I do not have to provide
evidence of this, for the statements of Israeli leaders
in this regard are numerous.

48, Israel's opposition to the Arabs’ anti-colonialist
movement is not, however, the only reason for their
conflict with it, There are other reasons that caused
the Arabs to oppose Israel. Following the destruc-
tion they saw befalling their brethren in Palestine and
the occupation of the bulk of Palestinian territory
by Israecl in defiance of United Nations resolu.
tions, Arab Governments began to see clearly the
expansionist aims of Israel., Their apprehensions
were vindicated in the Sinai invasion of 1956 and in
the war of 5 June 1967,

49, In all these wars, Israel has always sought to
annex territory and to expand, Israeli withdrawal from
occupied territory in 1957 was the result of interna-
tional solidarity and international pressure, but the
June war led to the annexation of Jerusalem, the de-
struction of Arab towns and villages, the establish.
ment of colonial settlements in the occunied territories
and the changing of the cultural and demographic
character of those territories,

50. Any reading of the near future will clearly show
the short-sightedness of this destructive Israeli policy,
which is fraught with danger and irrational sbuse,
The Palestinians, in spite of all the atrocities com.
mitted against them and the inhumanity to which they
have been subjected, strive today to liberate their
homeland and to establish a humanitarian society con.
sistent with itself and with the movement of history;
a society which serves the real interests of mun—Jews
and non-Jews alike. They are fighting for u society
that will restore their righty and human dignity. Above

all else, the concepts of equality and brotherhood
of man should prevail together with the humanitarian
values of our contemporary civilization, and the firm
belief in the common destiny of mankind. This is a
golden opportunity and an excellent spiritual climate
for the reconciliation of the various national groups in
the Holy Land.

51. The Palestinians’ efforts for their national renais-
sance and the deepening of its human meaning will be
positively influenced by all the resolutions adopted by
the General Assembly in conformity with the letter
and spirit of the United Nations Charter and the pre-
vious resolutions on the right of the Palestinian people
to return to their homeland, their exercise of the right
to self-determination and their enjoyment of their
cultural, national and religious rights,

52, lsrael’s stubbornness and arrogance and its
failure to recognize the interests of the Palestinian
people will bring nothing but loss, The liberation
spirit of the age and the Arab nation’s absolute sup-
port for the just struggle of the Palestinian people,
as well as the solidarity of the peoples of the world,
will only lead to the intensification of their struggle for
freedom and to the increasing isolation of Israel, This
Israeli isolation has begun to appear on the horizon
and large numbers of responsible peoples, Jews and
non-Jews alike, have started to turn away from Israel.
How can the men and women of our contemporary
age, in their longing for freedom, accept a system
based on bigotry and caprice rather than a rational
system that consecrates justice and tolerance?

53, The writer Isidore Stone says in one of his
articles:

“In the outside world, the welfare of Jewry
depends on the maintenance of a secular non-racial,
pluralistic society. In Israel, Jewry finds itself de-
fending a society in which mixed marriage cannot
be legalized, in which non-Jews have a lesser status
than Jews, and in which the ideal is racial and exclu-
sionist, Jews must fight elsewhere for their very
security and existence, against principles and prac-
tices they find themselves defending in Israel.”

He then goes on to explain that this development is
contrary to the historical and cultural interests of the
Jews, and he adds:

**It must be recognized, despite Zionist ideology,
that the periods of Jewish creative accomplish-
ments have been associated with pluralistic civili-
zations, in the Hellenist period, in the Arab civili-
zation of North Africa and Spain, and in Western
Europe and America, . . . Universal values can only
be the fruits of & universal vision."

54, The Palestinian tragedy consists—and this is
very important—in ignoring the rights of the Pales-
tinians and in obliterating their independent self, If
the consequences of this unnatural situation are re-
current wars and illegal acts of violence committed
by Israel on Arab soil, the future holds the danger of
larger wars and acts of violence. I even venture to say
that the escalation of the situation in the Middle East
might lead to a devastating world war. It is the duty of
the international Organization to endeavour to avoid
the dangers of such a development and to transform
the Middle East from a hotbed of war into an area of
spiritunl radisnce for the good of civilization and of
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humanity. This can be done only if the rights of the
Palestinians are upheld and recognized by all parties.

55. Mr. SARDON (Malaysia): When 1 addressed
the General Assembly during the general debate
[2249th meeting], 1 stated that the question of Pales-
tine should be deliberated in the plenary General
Assembly so that it might be given the greater hearing
and greater attention it deserved, I expressed the
hope that by doing that we should be reminded of the
urgent task facing the international community, which
would lead us to take speedy action to hasten the pro-
cess of finding a just solution to the problem.

56. It was for that reason that my delegation whole-
heartedly supported the inscription of the item entitled
**Question of Palestine’’ on the agenda of the twenty-
ninth session. And it was for that reason that my dele-
gation whole-heartedly supported also the proposal
that the item be discussed in the plenary General As-
sembly. It is therefore with a sense of gratification
that my delegation now participates in the discussion
of item 108,

57. That the General Assembly took this decision
is in itself historic. For it represents the fruition of our
collective efforts within the United Nations to elevate
the questioa of Palestine from the committee level to
the plenary level, from simply treating it as a human-
itarian problem to treating it as a political problem,
which is as it should be, In a sense it represents also
the first step by the United Nations to do justice to an
issue of paramount importance to the over-all search
for a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

58, It is in that perspective that my delegation views
the question of Palestine, and that is how I intend to
approach the subject now,

59. To start with, the United Nations was instru-
mental in the creation of the problem of Palestine,
And for 25 years and more the question of solving the
inequities of the problem has lain at the feet of the
United Nations, For 25 years and more we have dis-
cussed the question, but without coming to the root
cause of the problem. The passage of a quarter of a
century has clouded the issue, the problem becoming
more intractable as Israel has continued with impunity
arrogantly to disregard and violate the resolutions

adopted by the General Assembly. By our action today -

we are at long last rendering justice to the Palestinian
people, and by our action an opportunity is now pre-
sented to us to view the whole Palestinian problem in
its right perspective,

60. The State of Isracl was created at a terrible cost
to the people in the region and with terrible conse-
uences—the loss of the homeland of the people of
stine, forcing upon them dispersion and depriva.
tion; as a result, violence, war and devastation were
brought to that once-peaceful land,

61.. Today, after more than a quarter of & century,
the Palestinian people continue to be subjected to the
harshness of refugee camps. Indeed, a whole genera-
tion has grown up knowing only the life of the refugee
camp, in increasing misery and mounting desperation,
Todsy, above all, they continue to be denied their
inalienable right to self-determination,

62. For a quarter of & century or more, efforts to
remove the gross injustices inflicted upon them have

either been blunted because those who have the power
to do so have found it expedient not to carry out their
responsibilities, or have simply failed because of the
obstinate refusal of Israel to honour and implement
General Assembly resolutions, For this, Israel stands
condemned,

63. No people can have these monumental injustices
inflicted on them, much less tolerate such injustices,
without retaliating. Throughout human history we
often have seen that people fighting for their inalien-
able rights and freedom will not be daunted nor will
their strength be weakened or their spirit killed by any
reverses or setbacks. On the contrary, their will to
survive and their will to carry on the struggle for their
legitimate rights will be strengthened by increased
suppression and subjugation. For more than 25 years
the world community has failed the Palestinian people.
It is therefore natural that, having been left with no
alternative, the Palestinian people have committed
themselves to a total struggle, with all the means at
their disposal, in order to regain their fundamental and
national rights.

64. Out of thig struggle has emerged the PLO, which
after 30 many years has now been recognized as the
sole representative of the Palestinian people. That
recognition crystallized in the appearance of Mr, Yas-
ser Arafat before the General Assembly. His appear-
ance here epitomizes the fact that the United Nations
has finally come to terms with the realitics of the
situation,

65. Coming as we do from a country that has always
upheld and will always uphold peace and justice, and
one that shares the hopes and aspirations of the Pales-
tinian people, I should like to reiterate our full support
for the legitimate struggle of the Palestinian people.
Coming as we do also from the region of South-East
Asia, which has been and still is the unceasing victim
of war and destruction, we fully sympathize with
their struggle for peace,

66. The question of war and peace still hangs in the
balance. Israel today continues to occupy Arab lands
acquired by force and is still in occupation of the Holy
City of Jerusalem. Israel’'s policy of annexation and
expansionism is all too clear, It has taken measures
systematically to change the physical character and
demographic composition of Arab lands under its oc-
cupation, and by that act hopes to perpetuate its control
over lands that legally belong to the Arab people,
Despite world public opinion, it went ahead illegally
to exploit the natural wealth and resources of the oc-
cupied territories. For all those actions Israel must
stand condemned and must bear the full responsibility.

67, Israel must stand condemned also for its bellig-
erency. Under the pretext of defence and security
it has carried out systematic raids and, against all
rules of law, violated the sovereignty of Arab countries
in the region. While the search for peace is continuing
und while all those directly involved are dedicating
themselves to the just solution of the problem by
peaceful meuns, there are clear indications that Isruel
is making preparations for war in defiance of wo.ld
opinion.

68, The Jews were once dispersed, deprived and per-
secuted. It is beyond my delegution’s understanding,
therefore, that a people that once suffered all these
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injustices cannot recognize the hopes and aspirations
of another people—the Palestinian people—~and have
in fact inflicted the same, if not greater, injustices on
them. It is also beyond my delegation’s understanding
that, while the United Nations and the rest of the world
have recognized the fact that the just solution of the
Palestinian problem is crucial to lasting peace in the
Middle East, Israel is the only country that stands in
the way of the attainment of that just and lasting
peace.

69. So long as there is a single country in the region
that does not recognize the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people and their authentic identity, so long
will just and durable peace in the Middle East remain
unattainable, And so long as Isracl refuses to recognize
and accept this fact, so long will peace in the Middle
East continue to elude us, For, as we have always
maintained, the solution of the Palestinian problem is
fundamental and central to the attainment of just and
lasting peace in the Middle East, It is therefore in the
interest of peace, peace with justice, and in the interest
of Israel itself that it should immediately come to terms
with this reality.

70. Surely now the time Las come, for we have spent
enough time exerting our collective efforts to remove
the human indignities inflicted on a peoplc and restore
to them the justice of which they have been deprived
for a quarter of a century and more. This opportunity
is with us today. Let us, therefore, seize it.

71, My delegation stands ready to give its full co-
operation to any initiative aimed in this direction.

72. Mr. SAITO (Japan): On behaif of my delega-
tion I wish at the outset to express deep regret over
the untimely death of Mr, Erskine Childers, Presi-
dent of Ireland, and to extend our condolences for
the loss of that great statesman to the delegation of
Ireland. 1 wish also to associate myself with previous
speakers in extending deep sympathy to the delegation
of Saudi Arabia on the sudden passing away of
Mr. Omar Sakkaf, Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs of Saudi Arabia,

73. The General Assembly decided unanimously to
take up the question of Palestine after its long absence
from the agenda, We supported that decision because
we considered that a debate here on this important
question would be of great assistance to international
efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement of the
Middle East problem,

74. The question of Palestine is the heart of the Mid-
dle East problem, and its solution is an absolutely
essential element of any peaceful settlement in this
vital region, There will be no just and Iasting peace in
the Middle East unless it is solved.

75. Since the armed conflict Inst autumn, and thanks
in large part to the statesmanship of the leaders of the
countries directly involved in this question, and the
tireless efforts of those who helped them in their dif-
ficult negotiations, there has been important progress
towards peace in the Middle East, The Government
of Japan welcomed these developments as the first step
towards lusting peace in the region. Further efforts
are required now, however, to maintain the momentum
towards peace, to prevent a recurrence of armed
conflict, and to take & further step towards real pexce.

The present debate on the question of Palestine, there-
fore, has a special significance,

76. My delegation voted in favour of the resolution
inviting the PLO, the representative of the Palestinian
people, to take part in the present debate [resolution
3210 (XXI1X)] because we believe this is essential for
our discussion of this very important question. The
participation of the Palestinian people is vital because
they are the people directly involved, and if they were
absent our debate would lack reality,

77. My delegation wishes to welcome the delegation
of the PLO to our debate, and to express our sincere
hope that the debate, with the participation of repre-
sentatives of the Palestinian people, will be conducted
in a constructive manner, in a common effort to achieve
a peaceful settlement of the Palestine question. I have
no doubt that if the debate is conducted in such a con-
structive spirit, it will produce a better atmosphere
and contribute greatly to a peacefui Middle East
settlement,

78. The Government of Japan has consistently taken
the position that a just and lasting peace should be
achieved in the Middle East as soon as possible through
the prompt implementation of Security Council resolu-
tion 242 (1967) in its entirety. It is the considered view
of my Government that any settlement of the Middle
East problem should include two basic elements: that
is, the withdrawal of Israeli forces from all the terri-
tories occupied in the 1967 war; and respect for the
integrity and security of the territories of all countries
in the area, with guarantees to that end.

79. Regarding the question of Palestine, my Govern-
ment has held throughout that recognition of, and
respect for, the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people to self-determination, on the basis of equality
with their neighbours, in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations, are essential for the achicvement
of peace in the Middle East. Another essential prin.
ciple is that Palestinians should be able to exercise
their right to choose either to return to their homes
or to receive compensation for their property in ac-
g?rdi:me with the relevant resolutions of the United
ations.

80. The question of Palestine is one of the most
complex problems facing the international community
today. The gap between the positions of the parties
concerned is still very wide. In order to achieve a
settlement of this exceedingly difficult and important
uestion, it is absolutely necessary to try to narrow
this gap and eventually to close it, This may require
a raaximum spirit of co-operation and conciliation on
the part of all concerned, as well as a departure from
their long-established images and perceptions of each
other. A fundamental reappraisal of their relationshi
with each other is urgently required in view of
danger of renewed fighting if meaningful peace negotia-
tions do not get under way soon.
81. 1 believe that if the PLO were to work in a con-
structive spirit for a political settlement of the Pales-
tine question through peaceful means, that organiza-
tion would enjoy increasing international umpon and
would play a vital role in achieving a settiement of
the Palestinian question,

82, The United Nations has been deeply involved in
the question of Palestine for a quarter of a century and
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has its own share of responsibility for this immensely
complex and tragic question. The United Nations
should play an important role in international efforts
to this end and should be ready to play any role that
the interested parties may request. I can assure you,
Mr. President, that the Government of Japan will
give firm support to all United Nations activities that
will contribute to a peaceful settlement and will do its
u;[most to make an active contribution to all such
cfforts.

83. Mr., KINENE (Uganda): First of all, on behalf
of the Uganda delegation to the United Nations and
on be of the Government of Uganda, I wish to
express to the delegation of Ireland our deepest sym-
pathy and condolence on the occasion of the passing
away of Mr, Erskine Childers, the President of Ireland.

84, Also, it was with deep sorrow and great sadness
that the Uganda delegation learned of the untimely
demise of the distinguished and able Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia, Mr, Omar Sakka.
His distinguished and brilliant career and his contri-
bution to the work of the United Nations over the
years will be long remembered by all of us, Uganda
and Saudi Arabia cherish and enjoy a great bond of
friendship based on our identity of Furpow and of
objectives. I wish therefore, on behalf of my Govern-
ment and the people of Uganda, to extend our con-
dolences to the delegation of Saudi Arabia, and in
particular to the members of the bereaved family.
We pray for them and share their deep sorrow in this
hour of tragedy, and hope that they may have the
courage to endure all the torments that such a moment
brings. May Almighty Allah rest the soul of the de-
parted in eternal peace,

85, The Uganda delegation, in taking the rostrum,
does 30 to register its recognition of a great turning-
point in the long and agonizing history of the heroic
and just struggle of the people of Palestine. Time has
thrown down a serious challenge to this Organization to
have the courage and to seize the opportunity and
deliver a {uat verdict on the nobleness and wisdom,
or otherwise, of the Palestine cause. For over 27 years
this Organization has been seized of the tragic problem
of the people of Palestine, and yet for all those years
we have remained indifferent, impassive and inca-
pable of finding a just and durable solution to the plight
of millions of innocent people uprooted by the treach-
erous forces of zionism, colonialism and interna.
tional imperialism, and sent into permanent exile and
obscurity,

86. It is most appropriate that the fate and future of
the people of Palestine should once again be placed in
the hands of this Organization, for it was this same
Organization, almost 27 years ago, which betrayed the
aspirations of the people of Palestine and destroyed
the territorial integrity of Palestine by being used to
create & Zionist State of Israel with no regard what-
soever to the identity, aspirations, wishes and self-
determination of the peaple of Palestine. The United
Nations must rise to the noble duty of cotrecting this
most anomaly. It is a duty of this Organization
and its obligation to address itself with courage, con-
cern and speed to the reality of the tragic Palestinian

87, ‘The Palestinian question is emotional and puinful
to most of us, and it is indeed 30 for the Uganda dele-

gation. Emotional, because it strikes at the very
foundations on which the Government of Uganda
bases its foreign policy. It is painful because of our
distant and present relationship with the tragedy both
as a nation and as part of a continent. The inevitable
consequences that Zionist expansionism and aggres-
sion have imposed upon us, and the global implica-
tions of the continued existence of the Palestinian
tragedy, continue to threaten international peace and
security.

88. The cardinal point on which the Uganda Govern-
ment bases its foreign policy is the total rejection of
injustice and the commitment to fight all injustice
wherever it may be, and to point it out in the clearest
of words and the firmest of manners. In doing so,
we are guided by the fact that, like most nations rep-
resented here, we are a direct product of injustices,
for we know that the basis and characteristics of
colonialism, imperialism and zionism are injustice in
all its forms and colours.

89. We thus cannot contradict ourselves and act
otherwise, but must expose and fight, individually
and collectively, any form of injustice. To turn a
blind eye to the existence of injustices, real or appar-
ent, would be tantamount to tragic betrayal and de-
struction of our identity, nationhood and existence,
It would be the height of folly if for a minute we viewed
the Palestine problem as anything else than a totality
of continuous and gross injustices,

90, It wasatragedy that the Zionists were imposed on
the people of Palestine. A quick glance at the problem
reveals that many imperialist and Zionist plots and
designs were hatched against territories that were
already inhabited, with the aim of turning them into
a home for the Zionists. Like the catastrophe which
eventually befell the people of Palestine, even in those
territories, which were going to be dished out by the
imperialists, namely the United Kingdom, there was
no regard whatsoever for the wislies and aspirations
of those people. Uganda will never forget and will
always remember with anguish that after the failure
of negotiations with the Turks and Iater with Kaiser
Wilhelm II of Germany, the British Government had
the audacity in 1903 to offer to the Sixth Zionist Con-
gress our beloved country, Uganda, for the establish-
ment of a Jewish national home, and by a vote of
295 against 175, the Zionists accepted the offer. By
sheer luck, in 1905, after the death of Herzl, the offer
was turned down. It is this kind of Zionist and impe-
rinlist history that makes us as a people and as a Gov-
ernment determined to give all support to the just and
noble cause of the people of Palestine.

91. The consequences of the Palestinian tragedy
have led to grave situations that affect us directly as
a nation and provoke us as & continent, Uganda is
the cradle and source of the great river Nile that blesses
and adds to the prosperity of the people and vegetation
of Egypt. Itis a natural bond that has for lung cemented
our fraterns! friendship and relationship with Egypt.
Egypt is part and parcel of the African continent and as
such is a member of the Orgsnization of African
Unity. But as consequences of the Palestinian prob-
lem, the Zionists have committed aggression against
the people of Egypt and occupied the lands of & sov-
ercign African State. Such an aggression against the
African continent is an insult to our dignity and sov-
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ereign integrity, It is therefore not an accident that
Africa should rise up in great anger, and with indigna-
tion, in defence of its territory against Zionist and
imperialist naked aggression. Africa has been occupied
by an invader and we must defend ourselves.

92, Again, the Zionists’ continuous expansionist
and aggressive policy has led to the closure of the Suez
Canal with tragic consequences for all, and particu-
larly for us from the East African region. The Canal
is our traditional northern route for our trade with
Europe and the rest of the world, It is this closure that
has led us to the inevitable and revolting recourse
of having to reroute our goods through the ports of the
obnoxious racist South Africa, thus enriching the evil
régime of Vorster, The economic consequences of the
closure of the Canal and the heavy burden our people
have to bear only goes to highlight the tragic conse-
quences of the Palestinian problem and the need for
an immediate solution.

93. What then is the Palestinian problem? Having
examined the consequences and background of the
Palestinian tragedy, it is proper that we analyse the
Palestinian problem in the hope that a just and lasting
solution will be found, for failure to do so will lead to
grave consequences beyond the boundaries of the
Middle East region.

94, The Palestinian question was created by an im-
perialist, Zionist and colonialist plot and sustained
by the reactionary forces in league with the colonialist
countries, It-remains a sad commentary on the prin-
ciples and objectives of the Charter that the United
Nations has until now been blinded by imperialist
blackmail, by treating the Palestine problem as a mere
refugee problem, and its people and the leaders of the
PLO) as terrorists, My delegation notes with relief that
at last this Organization has extricated itself from
the imperialist and Zionist blackmail and recognized
the legitimacy and worthiness of the Palestinian
cause,

95, The people of Palestine had a country of their
own, with a history and culture and a recognizable
homogeneous population. They were neither peculiar
nor different from any other people in the world. Like
many people and territories of the day, they were
entrusted to England as a Mandated Territory, Under
colonialist England and in connivance with America
and international Zionism, they were sold out, brutally
treated and evicted from their homeland and turned
into & wandering people without a home or shelter.
This is the gravity of the situation that faces this Organ.
ization. It 1s & situstion that calls for & return to ncr-
mality, The Organization must go beyond recognition
of the legitimucy of the cause of the Palestinian people.
It must help them return to their homeland and establish
their own State, It is not a favour, it is & right, and it is
an obligation of this Organization to live up to its prin.
Ciples and recognize the right of self-determination of
tl.e people of Palestine.

9. Let me quote the memorable words of the Pales-
tininn lender, Yusser Arafat, when he addressed this
Assembly un 13 November 1974;

“. .. let us work together that my dieam may be
fulfilled, that I may return with my people out of
exile, there in Pulestine to live with this Jewish
freedom-fighter and his partners, with this Amab

priest and his brothers, in one democratic State
where Christian, Jew and Muslim live in jus-
tice, equality, fraternity. . . .”’ [2282nd meeting,
para. 72.)

In his appeal to the Jews, he said: |

““We offer them the most generous solution, that
we might live together in a framework of just peace
in our democratic Falestine.” [Ibid., para. 78.]

Those are worthy and noble words,

97. Zionism has proved itself as a brutal policy; it is

expansionist, aggressive and, in the light of history,

a criminal self-seeking policy. The Palestinian problem

has led to four major conflicts, thus reflecting the

dubious and vicious character and intentions of

%ion.imié Zionism can never co-exist with anybody
ut itself,

98. There is considerable documentary evidence in
the United Nations containing several resolutions
calling upon the Zionists to stop committing aggres-
sion against the people of Palestine and the peace-
loving States of the Middle East. There are several
resolutions, both by the General Assembly and the
Security Council, calling upon Israel to evacuate the
areas usurped by the use of force. There are resolu-
tions calling upon the Zionists to refrain from torturing
those Arabs living in Palestine. There are resolutions
calling upon the Zionists to recognize and respect the
self-determination of the people of Palestine.

99. Not a single resolution has been honoured, The
Zionists have violated with impunity all the United
Nations resolutions, of course with the direct support
of alt‘lu':irr fellow travellers, the imperialists and colo-
nialists,

100. The recent demonstration on the West Bank was
a clear demonstration that left no doubt of the deter~
mination of the people of Palestine, young and old,
women and children, to resist Zionist ssion and
occupation, We learned a few days ago with the deepest
sorrow and indignation of a young girl who, &s a con.
sequence of that resistance, lost her life at the hands
of Zionists, We share the agony of the people of Pales-
tine and would like to convey our heartfelt condo-
lences to the family of that young girl who lost her
life in the defence of her motherland.

101. The United Nations must live up to the expecta-
tions of the intemnutional community; that is, of the
millions of people whose fate, future and well-being
are entrusted to this Organization. We must apply the
provisions of the Charter to protect and preserve the
interests, well-being and even survival of the people
of Palestine. We live daily with a vicious enemy whose
tentacles spread far and wide. Zionist power, the
Zionist lobby, are not strong in Tel Aviv alone. No:
they are everywhere, snd particularly right here in
the United States of America. It is here that the deci-
sion wus taken to render the Palestinians homeless
as the price of Zionist settlement. And it is hers that
all the money, brains and arms are mobilized to ensure
the extinction of the people of Palestine.

102. It is a foolish error of judgement that the Amar-
ican people, wlio won their independence from colonial
England by swest and blood, should turn round s
call the just cause of the Palestinian tetrorism,
and call its leaders, such as the great Arafat, a terrorist,
There buve been great man in history whows greatness
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emanated from the worthiness of their cause. A name
such as George Washington is immortal, and why?
Because, like those before him and those after him,
he fought resolutely for the dignity, freedom and inde-
pendence of the American people. Was he then called
a terrorist? When Europe, led by England, stood firm
against the rise of the terror of nazism, were the Euro-
peans called terrorists? No, Then how is it that the
people and the leaders of Palestine are called terrorists?
This is, of course, a well-known colonial and imperia-
list design to confuse world opinion, and particularly
the American people. The price will be too high unless
reason replaces prejudices and ignorance. The Amer-
ican people cannot be deceived for ali time: they must
face realities and facts,

103, Uganda knows perhaps more than most what
zionism and the Zionist lobby and propaganda are
all about, We know what their intentions and designs
are, These are colonial and criminal, Our experience
is a bitter one, and we shall never be deceived or
bought. Prior to the birth of the Second Republic of
Uganda in January 1971 the Zionists had tried—and
tuey succeeded to a large extent—to establish a strong
Zionist base for their subversive activities against the
African and Arab peoples, and particularly the people
of Palestine, It was a design and a base that were re-
volting and diametrically opposed to our existence as
a people, a continent and a member of the international
community. It was therefore much to our satisfaction
that we were able to dismantle that base totally and
destroy it completely, We did 80 in the interest of our
pcople, for the love of our continent and in the interest
of international peace and security, We were gratified
that, w..cn Uganda severed all relations with Israel
after being disillusioned, African sister States followed
suit and many other nations did likewise.

104, We take satisfaction in noting that the true face
of zionism and the Zionist lobby and propaganda
is slowly but steadily being exposed, We have noted
this trend in the world and in the American press, The
recent utterances and remarks of such notable Amer-
icans as Senator Fulbright, the Chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, and the recent com-
ments of General Brown, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, are examples of the new awakening of the
American public, und particularly of those who matter,
to the illusions and intentions of Zionist propaganda.

105, Itis no coincidence, at least as far as the Uganda
delegation is concerned, that we were the victims of
vicious threats prior to the opening of the Palestinian
debate. These were aimed, of course, at intimidating
and frightening us %0 that we would lose the coursge
to speak out on such a crucial and important issue as
the Palestinian question. The threats ranged from egg-
throwing to bomb threats, and so on. Let me with
all clurity sssure those responsible for thove threats,
as well as this sugust body, that we shall always spesk
out with all our force and energy and continue to
expose all evil intentions and injustices no matter whut
the consequences or the price. The recent demonstra-
tions by Ziwonist propugandists have further cemented
our conviction thut grave world ivsues are better div:
cussed on neutrs! ground. That is one of the reasony
why my President, Al Hajji General Irli Amin Dadx,
has proposed the removal of the United Natwns from

= eme—e

America to neutrul ground and offered our beautiful
city of Kampala for consideration.

106, There can never—I repeat never—be a stable
and lasting peace in the Middle East unless and until
the Palestinian question is finally settled. The only
solution to the Palestinian problem is to allow the
people of Pales ..e to return to their motherland,

107. Allow me in this regard to quote a statement
on this important question made by Al Hajji General
Idi Amin Dada, the President of the Republic of
Uganda, in a message to the United Nations Secretary-
General on the occasion of United Nations Day,
24 October 1974, He said:

‘‘Palestinians, who have suffered for long, must
be allowed to go back to Palestine, their mother-
land. There has never been a State of Israel. The
Israclis should be accommodated by the United
States imperialists who are supplying them with
sophisticated weapons for the purpose of destroying
innocent civilians in the Arab world,”

108. Mr, AL-SARAH (Kuwait) (interpretation from
Arabic): Before speaking on agen-a item 108, I should
like to address my condolences to the delegation of
Ireland on the death of the President of Ireland,
Mr. Erskine Childers, and, on behalf of the Govern-
ment and the peoples of Kuwait, 1 snould like to
express our deep grief at the death of this distinguished
person,

109. For thousands of years before the advent of the
Hebrews, Palestine was an inhabited land. And after
the evacuation of the Jews, Palestine, for close on
2,000 years, remained an inhabited land. It was only
during the intermediate period that the history of Pales-
tine was intertwined with the history of the Hebrews,
which, at a later date, became the history of the Jews,
The two courses of history coincided intermittently
during that period at three intervals, The first was
seperated from the second by 500 yesars and the second
was separated from the third by several decades. Nor
was the relationship more than partial in territorial
scope. Only on rare occasions did the settlement or
the sway of the Jews extend to the entire area of Pales-
tine. This, then, is the nature and the extent of the
historical relationship of the Hebrews and the Jews
with Palestine.

110. On the other hund, the relationship hetween
the Pulestinian people and Palestine is ay long us the
history of Palestine itself and as extensive us the
territory of Palestine in its entirety, for the Palestinian
people is the d¢m0fmphic amalgam that hus persisted
continuously in Palestine for thoussnds of yeurs and
was periodically enriched by the infusion of new
clements whenever u new tribe immigrated or & new
ethnic group drifted or fought its way into Palestine.

111, 'The statement thut Palestine is the homeland
of the Jews und thut the Jews ure the people of Pulestine
is u temvesty of historical truth. Reiteration does nat
hestow veracity upon thiv falsehood; nor does igno-
runve of the history of Palestine make it true.

112, If the premise undetlying thut Zwnist doctoinal
stutement were ty be generally sccepted wnd univer.
sally applied, the foundations of every political steug-
ture in every part of the world would collapse over
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night. The demographié and political maps of the world
would be altered beyond recognition,

113, A second historical fallacy assiduously pro-
pagated by Zionism proclaims that Jews throughout
the world consider Palestine the homeland of the Jews
and long for the opportunity to migrate tn it and settle
in it

114, This fallacy has been refuted by the Jews them-
selves—not in words, but in deeds; not once, but on
two occasions, When the opportunity was afforded
to Jews in the sixth century, B.C, to leave their exile
in Babylon and to go to Palestine, and official encour-
agement and adequate facilities were extended, a
comparative few availed themselves of that oppor-
tunity. Twenty-six centuries later, world Jewry res-
ponded in the same manner to another opportunity.
In 1950, the Zionist authorities promulgated the so-
called Law of Return, which, in its opening section,
purported to confer upon every Jew in the world the
right to immigrate to Palestine, The apparatus and
resources of the Zionist régime, together with those of
the World Zionist Organization’s Jewish Agency, were
mobilized in the service of the cause of mass Jewish
immigration, Nevertheless, despite incessant cajolery
and lucrative inducements, no more than 7 per cent of
the Jews of the world responded to that invitation
during the 25 years that have elapsed since the enact-
ment of that law.

115. By contrast, many of the foreign Jews who did
move to Palestine in that period left it shortly after
their arrival, In spite of the difficulties placed in the
way of would-be emigrants, a large number of Jews
~~constituting more than 20 per cent of the total number
of immigrants since 1950—have emigrated from Pales-
tine during the same period,

116, Alongside the historical and political fallacies
of which 1 have just spoken, there is a legal fallacy,
I refer to the allegation that the establishment of an
exclusive Jewish State—a State of Jews alon2, for
Jews everywhere—constituted an implementation
of the will of the international community and of
dggigipm adopted by competent international au-
thorities.

117. Before I proceed to indicate some of the ele-
ments of fulsehood in this claim, I must make a general
assertion. There exists no competent authority in the
international system empowered to decree that an
indigenous population be deprived of its right to con-
tinue to exist in its homeland or that an alien popula-
tion be permitted to come to s country in order {o re-
place the settled, indigenous and rightful population.

118, Apurt from this general stutement, it must be
emphasized that none of he three international docu-
ments on which Zionism bases ity legal claims—name-
ly, the Halfour Decluration, the Mandate for Palestine
ardd the Plan of Partition—provided for or counte
nanced the establishment of an exclusive Jewish
State, that is to say, » Ntate for Jews slone and for all
Jews everywhere,

119. The Halfour Ieclaration,® issued by the Hritish
Government in 1917 uy a unilateral statement of polky
by & Power that was not at that time in occupation of
Palestine, did naot envisuge x State byt a “"natwnal
home™, and it quabfied the concept of a “"natwonal
home™ by two condiions, which negated the two

essential elements that were indispensable for the
attainment of the Zionist objective. It stipulated that
the creation of a national home should prejudice neither
the rights of the existing Palestinian population nor
the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any
other country,

120. The League of Nations Mandate for Palestine,*
in turn, repeated these two conditions in its preamble
and added, in article 6, the requirement that the posi-
tion of the existing Palestinian population should be
safeguarded. It will be recalled that the position of
Palestinians at that time was that of the over-
whelming majority in terms of the composition of the
population as well as of the ownership of land,

121, As for the Plan of Partition, recommended by
the General Assembly in 1947 [resolution 181 (I1)],
it did indeed envisage, among other things, the estab-
lishment of what was called a *‘Jewish State’’; but,
in stipulating that that State should be neither con-
fined to Jews nor miscontrued as a solution to the
world-wide Jewish problem, it negated the two es-
gfntial elements of the Zionist concept of the *‘Jewish
State’’,

122, How could it have been otherwise? Was it at
all conceivable that the supreme body of an Organ-
ization established in the aftermath of the Second
World War should propose the establishment of an
exclusivist racial State so soon after the destruction
of the exclusivist racial State that had ignited that war?

123. One of the recommendations on which the Plan
of Partition was predicated was as follows:

“It is recommended that

“In the appraisal of the Palestine question, it be
accepted as incontrovertible that any solution for
Palestine cannot be considered as a solution of the
Jewish problem in general,’*

124. Furthermore, the text of the Plan [see resolu-
tion 181 (1), Plan of Partition with Economic Union,
part. 1, sect. C)] provided that the rights of the Pales-
tinian Arabs, living in the areas for which transfor-
mation into a “*Jewish State’ was proposed, should
be fully safeguarded, in accordance with a declaration
that the provisional Government of esch pro
State was required to make upon its establi nt
and that was to be unde: the guarantee of the United
Nations itself. The General Assembly required that the
stipulations contained in that mandatory declaration
should be recognized as fundamental law of the pt
posed Stute; and that no law, regulation or i
sction should be permitted to conflict or interfere with
those stipulations or prevail over them. Finally, the
General Assembly declared that no modifications might
be made in the stipulations contained i that declars
tion without the assent of the Assembly itself. If we
keep in mind that, in the areas of Palestine that were
tu become 8 **Jewish State', the number of the Pales-
tinian Arab inhabitants st that time was roughly equal
to the number of Jewish settlers, we reslize how
grouly misleading is the statement that the Gener.l As-
sembly recommended the establishment of & “*Jewish
Ntate™ in the Zwnist sense of the term, that is, & Sime
ol Jews alone .

125 1t i clenr that the Jewish State, in the Zionist
senve of the term, was not established on the basis of
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a recommendation adopted by the General Assembly.
It was established rather in violation of that recom-
mendation and in defiance of certain essential safe-
guards the observance of which was demanded and
guaranteed by the General Assembly.

126. Another false allegation given wide currency by
the Zionist authorities is that the refusal of the Pales-
tinian people to acknowledge the legitimate existence
of the ‘‘Jewish State’’ in Palestine constitutes a viola-
tion of the United Nations Charter.

127. The United Nations Charter has been violated,
and is being violated, by the adamant refusal of zionism
—as a doctrine, as a movement, and as a government—
to acknowledge the existence of the Palestinian people
and to recognize its rights, including those rights which
the Charter recognizes as the inalienable rights of all
peoples: the right to equality with all other peoples;
the corollary right to continued existence on its national
soil, and to return thereto after displacement; the right
to self-determination, independence and sovereignty;
and the right to self-defence and to the struggle for
liberation.

128. As soon as it made its début on the European
stage, zionism coined its calumnious slogan, that its
aim was to transfer a ‘‘people without a land’’ to a
*‘land without a people’’. It continued to reiterate
this malicious falsehood until very recently-—declaring,
through successive Prime Ministers, that the Palestin-
ian people did not exist.

129, The Zionist movement came to Palestine pro-
claiming, through its official leaders, that its aim was
to transform Palestine into a country as Jewish as
England was English or France French, at a time when
Palestinian Arabs constituted over 92 per cent of the
population and owned over 97 per cent of the land of
Palestine, Through a programme of organized terror,
directed against children, women and old men in the
villages and towns of Palestine, it succeeded in 1948 in
evicting the majority of the Palestinian Arab popula-
tion from the territo.;.s it conquered.

Since 1948, the Zionist authorities have intran-
sigently refused to implement the successive resolu-
tions, adopted annually by this General Assembly,
calling for the return of the displaced Palestinians to
their homes,

131, When the Palestinian people resumed its legit-
imate national struggle to restore its rights, the Zionist
authorities embarked on a genocidal campaign of
terror, which was, in fact, an extension of their con-
sistent policy towards the Palestinian people—the
policy of denying the very existence of that people,
displacing it en masse, and barring its return. In this
new phase of Zionist policy, inaugurated in 1969,
the regular Zionist armed forces, at the behest of the
official Zionist authorities, waged a war of elimina-
tion aimed At the concentrations of Palestinians located
on the territories of neighbouring Arab States. The
Zionist air force has raided Palestinian refugee
camps in Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic; and
the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon have been
subjected to systematic raids by the Zionist army, navy
and air force. In the course of these military operations
thousands of children, women and .'d men have been
killed or maimed, The Zionist authorities have also
transformed contingents of their armed forces into

terror bands, and let them loose to kidnap dozens of
Palestinians and to assassinate others in the presence
of their wives and children. Whereas the campaigns
of mass murder have directed their fire at concentra-
tions of Palestinians indiscriminately, the Zionist
assassination squads have had as their targets care-
fully selected individuals—writers, journalists, in-
tellectuals—in a concerted effort to destroy the intel-
lectual and organizational élite of the Palestinian
people.

132. And, after all that, the representative of the
Zionist authorities comes to this platform to complain
that the Palestinian people refuses to recognize as
legitimate the existence of the Zionist authorities, as
though the victim were under a sacred obligation to
recognize the right of his executioner to destroy him,

133, After approximately 75 years of official Zionist
denial of the existence of the Palestinian people, and
of their national and human rights, the Zionist author-
ities have recently begun to permit their represen-
tatives to pronounce the word ‘‘Palestinians’’ in
international forums. Some might detect in this an
intimation of change in the official Zionist position
with regard to the Palestinian people. But the content
of recent Zionist utterances clearly demonstrates that
the new flexibility in vocabulary does not betoken
substantive change in outlook.

134, The Zionist leaders, who have proclaimed for
decades that the Palestinian people did not exist,
announce, from this ve,y rostrum, that it is they who
are entitled to determine who shall represent the Pales-
tinians; and they arrogate to themselves the right to
deprive the PLO of its representative status, even
though that status was conferred upon the PLO by all
the Palestinian grass-roots organizations and profes-
sional and labour unions,

135. The Zionist leaders who have displaced the
Palestinian people and deprived it for a quarter of a
century of the right to return to its homeland and enjoy
normal life there, now suddenly proclaim their con-
cern for the interests of the Palestinians—but at the
same timie they arrogate to themselves the authority
to determine that those interests are served by the
assimilation of Palestinians in other societies cutside
Palestine.

136. The Zionists who usurped Palestine and erected
on its soil an exclusivist political structure of their
own, at the expense of the Palestinian people and its
right to self-determination in its homeland, now an-
nounce from this rostrum that the remedying of the
conditions of the Palestinians must be within the frame-
work of their agreeing to join a non-Palestinian State.,

137. On the opening day of the debate on the present
item, two views of the problem were presented to the
General Assembly and two roads to the future were
described.

138. The Zionist authorities officially announced,
through their representative, that they would coun-
tenance no alteration in the fait accompli, which was
achieved and forced upon Palestine in the preceding
quarter of a century by means of terror and violence;
that the exclusivist racist system cstablished in Pales-
tine must remain exclusivist and racist; and that any
challenge to that system was a blasphemy against the
United Nations Charter. They offered the Palestinian
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people two choices: either to acquiesce in the fait
accompli, resign itself to the fate imposed upon it, and
endorse the leadership to be selected for it by the
Zionist authorities, as well as the formula chosen by
those authorities for solving the problem of the Pales-
tiniarn people outside the iand from which it was
evicted; or, failing that, to accept the consequences
of its refusal, and face the continuation of the geno-
cidal war begun a few years ago against Palestinians
in their camps and places of refuge outside their
homeland.

139. For its part, the Palestinian people officially
announced—through the head of the PLO, its sole
legitimate representative—that it refuses to acquiesce
in the fait accompli, which was imposed upon it and
its homeland by terror and violence, and which con-
stitutes an embodiment of exclusivism and colonial
aggression. It too offered the Zionist régime two
choices: either to cling to the fait accompli, thereby
compelling the Palestinian people to persist in its strug-
gle for liberation and for the restoration of its rights
and dignity, or to join with the Palestinian people in
a joint endeavour to realize a humanistic vision of the
future of the Holy Land, a vision in which Jew and
Christian and Muslim coexist within one humanistic
State. By ensuring equality without discrimination for
all, that State would indeed belong to each and to all,
instead of being pre-empted by any to the exclusion
of the others.

140. The Palestinian people is the principal party to
the problem of Palestine, which in turn is the basis of
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

141. For two decades the United Nations has dealt
with the branches and not with the roots in its debates
on the Middle East problem and its annual debates
on the reports of the Commissioner-General of
UNRWA., Only this year did it decide to consider the
original problem and to deal with the roots. We trust
that will make it possible for the truth about the tragedy
of the Palestinian people to become riore fully known,

142, Kuwait believes that peace will not be estab-
lished in the Middle East unless the Palestinian people
comes to exercise its right to sclf-determination with-
out outside interference; that a just and lasting peace
cannot be attained unless the Palestinian people
achieves its national independence on its land; and that
the region will remain a zone of conflict and a battle-
field as well as a threat to world peace and security
as long as the world continues to ignore those truths,

143. Confident that progress towards a just peace
must begin with the roots of the problem, Kuwait
supports any measure that moves us closer to those
goals, which are indispensable for the solution that
will bring about stability and the reign of peace.

144, Mr. MALDONADO AGUIRRE (Guatemala)

(interpretation from Spanish): First of all 1 wish to

address myself to the Permanent Mission of Ireland

to express on behalf of my delegation our condolences

%l;, :gc death of its illustrious President, Mr. Erskine
ilders.

145. I also wish to express my delegation’s condo-
lences to the Permanent Mission of Saudi Arabia on
the death of its Minister of State for Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Omar Sakkaf,

146. Guatemala has several reasons for speaking in
this debate. First, at the present time the interdepen-
dence of nations is a definite and burning reality, which
can be observed through the moral and material impact
upon the whole international community of localized
actions occurring in any part of the planet. Apart from
the overriding humanitarian interests, which demand
our greatest efforts so that peace, security and the
well-being of peoples may universally prevail, it is
indisputable that any international conflict has an
impact on our lives, affecting the economy, paralysing
development and frustrating our aspirations for
betterment.

147. Inview of the gravity of the situation it is regret-
table that disputes are sometimes carried to dramatic
extremes, as though men were still incapable of
achieving justice in a spirit of solidarity and true
understanding. Such disputes, at times carried to dra-
matic and cruelly unnecessary extremes, give rise to
serious moral upheavals, filling us with pessimism at
man’s lack of ability to achieve justice in a spirit of
solidarity and understanding, the ideal proclaimed
in all declarations but nonetheless barely holding its
own in practice. This great gap between aims and
realities and the great distance between intentions and
deeds indicate a serious contrast between man’s
creative powers, manifested in his extraordinary tech-
nological and scientific progress, and his regrettable
persistence in dealing with his problems in a one-sided
fashion that easily leads to the use of force and vio-
ence.,

148. As is true of any small country, our concern
is twofold. On the one hand, we are deeply concerned
over the prevalence of a threat to the peace; because of
their close ties all countries are vulnerable when the
world balance is threatened. On-the other, we realize
that in situations such as the one under discussion,
when the situation becomes more acute and assumes
extremist features, not only do dialogue and the pos-
sibility of understanding and settlement become more
difficult, but the rule of law is jeopardized, the rule
of law whose universal sway undoubtedly repre-
sents one of the highest values affirmed in the Charter
of the United Nations.

149. Those reasons justify our intervention in the
debate, applying a parliamentary principle and a guar-
antee of equality that not only provide a means of
expression, but fulfil the aim of giving shape to a uni-
versal conscience, which is often more useful than
coercive measures in tempering excesses and abuses,
That is why we firmly believe Plato’s dictum that a
just principle from the depths of a cave is mightier than
any army, The growth of the United Nations, which
now pernits us to hail the admission of new Member
States, in no way waters down or disperses respon-
sibility within this great international Organization.
Rather, it augments it, since shared responsibility
is increased by being vested with equal intensity in
each member,

150, At this time in the world, when fortunately we
have witnessed a reasonable détente in ideological
struggles as well as in political and economic strife,
when not even the greatest Powers can be selfssuf-
ficient, but must inevitably play a role within inter-
national interdependence, the United Nations has a
broader mission and a twofold responsibility, That is
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why it should not rely on the number of resolutions
it adopts or on the number of countries supporting
them but rather on their clarity, good intentions and
effectiveness. In cases of conflict, we should be guided
by prudence, rectitude, justice and a profound human-
itarian sense, as well as respectful compliance with
the Charter.

151. When we attempt to examine the problem in
accordance with the approaches and proposals of each
one of the parties to the dispute; when we analyse the
painful consequences of war, blockade, verbal ag-
gression, occupation, displacement and the general
state of anguish that unquestionably prevail in that
region; when we see that the best efforts and the
greatest good will have not been devoted exclusively
to the development of the well-being of peoples, but
rather in the defence of their own positions—and it
must be said, considered by each as being just and
legitimate-—~for which they zealously arm and train
themselves to kill or to die; when we see this picture,
which is 5o unpromising for the fate of mankind, we
find confirmation of how difficult, complex and crucial
the problem is.

152, Faced with a situation of this magnitude, we
believe that much would be gained in its solution if
each one of the parties were to commit itself, at least
for a few moments, to understanding that it is not
possible to leave the other party with no other alter-
native than having to fight to the bitter end. It is high
time that we understand that this cause is vital for all,
and that to resolve it, it will basically be necessary for
both parties to make reciprocal concessions and for
both to commit themselves to respect what is inner-
most and most genuine in man and in peoples, namely,
the right to exist, and, in this case, we are referring
to the existence and the dignity of the Palestinian
people and the people of Israel.

153, We believe that the positions put forward should
move away from their uncompromising adamancy
towards a search for a point of convergence. Human
interest as a comnion denominator will always provide
leeway for agreement, which should be followed by
effective action with regard to its implementation
-~albeit gradual—in good faith and sustained by a firm
will, never tainted by inequalities due to unfair advan-
tages, much less by merc appearances for propaganda
purposes,

154, It has been said that the settlement of any prob-
lem is largely contingent upon a proper approach to
it, and in the case of a complex problem, in which
historical roots, interests and human aspirations are
intertwined, in which passionate feelings and ran-
corous attitudes are at stake, in which violent intents
are not concealed, it is necessary to become calm and
to open a broad dialogue in the service of ail legitimate
and concurring interests, and, for the sake of equality,
to supplement any understanding with the aspirations
of both parties, which may-and which no doubt can-~
be reconciled.

155. Impatience has never been a good counselior
and, particularly at a time when disagreement and
 discontent may perturb our spirits, it is desiravle to
make every effort to maintain serenity, which is worth
more than any kind of enthusiasm. That is why in the
search for peace the first thing we will have to disarm
is the spirit,

156. My country has been most carefully observing
the course of events, and 1 can assure you that we are
dismayed and deeply concerned over what is hap-
pening. That is why we hope that a recommendation
will emerge from here containing certain requirements.
First of all, it should be viable and effective, namely,
it should be possible to comply with it without sacri-
ficing genuine values, and this is why we should strive
to reach a consensus—and should that not be possible,
we should then confine the scope of the resolution to
what can be effective and realistic. In the second place,
it should be produced in conformity with the rule of
law and as such, it should faithfully abide by the
goals, purposes anc procedures of the Charter. And,
finally, I think it should be inspired in good faith.

157. The delegation of Guatemala would like to as-
sociate itself with any initiative emerging from this
Assembly whose purpose is to propose a just and
effective solution to the problem under discussion;
it is our belief that the sum of all the efforts may give
shape to an awareness of internaticnal morality suf-
ficient to put a brake on all excesses. We should like
to point out that the effectiveness of resolutions de-
mands that they be realistic and feasible, since good
faith is one of the unquestionable principles of law,
and that is why we have noted here the interest dem-
onstrated in a constant search for unanimity or con-
sensus in order to strengthen the moral force of re-
solutions.

158. Precisely because of the gravity and intensity
of the situation and the consequences it entails for
peace and security, we urge and call upon all those
who are more closely concerned in the debate to
abandon, to the extent possible, the polarization which
renders objectivity and realism impossible, We are
certain that nations so honourably represented in this,
the headquarters of the highest world forum, will find
serene and practical formulas leading to the solution,
all‘)leit gradual, of this far-reaching problem of mankind
today.

159. Mr. HOVEYDA (Iran) (interpretation from
French): Allow me first to associate myself with the
speakers who preceded ...c to offer to the delegation
of Ireland our most hearfelt condolences on the great
loss which Ireland has suffered on the occasion of the
death of its President, Mr. Erskine Childers,

160, If the adjective ‘‘historic’’ had not become so
hackneyed, I should certainly be inclined to say that
this debate is most unmistakably historic in nature.
Because, for the first time in many years, the Gen-
eral Assembly has decided to consider in its entirety
one of the major aspects of the problem of the Middle
East, that is, the question of Pzlestine. It is true that
each year this problem has been before the Assembly
in a partial form in the report of the Commissioner-
General of UNRWA. I do not want to minimize the
humanitarian aspects of this question. The fate of mil-
lions of displaced persons, living in precarious condi-
tions, is obviously an urgent source of concern for the
entire international community and we have many
times commended warmly the great work done by the
United Nations in this field. My Government has con-
stantly given its support to UNRWA, After the 1967
war, it even made a direct contribution in the region
in order to relieve the suffering and misery of the new
refugees.
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161. But this aspect of the issue is only an effect and
all these years the causes have been ignored. The very
heart of the problem—a term used by the Secretary-
General in the introduction to his report on the work
of the Organization [4/9601/|Add.]}—remained un-
resolved. By undertaking this debate, the General As-
sembly is now at last considering the problem in its
entirety,

162. Ever since 1948, my delegation has supported
all General Assembly resolutions concerning the legit-
imate rights of the Palestinians, whether what was
involved was the return to their homes or their right
to self-determination. I shall not cite all the texts ap-
pearing in document A/¢"10, of 18 October, circulated
on the initiative of the Tunisian delegation; I would
simply say, referring to the words of the first pre-
ambular paragraph of resolution 2535 B (XXIV) of
10 December 1969, that all those texts, in one way or
%r;?ther, reaffirm the inalienable rights of the people of
estine,

163, Moreover, it is becoming increasingly clear with
the passage of time that an over-all settlement of the
Middle East crisis cannot be contemplated without
satisfying the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people. On many occasions my Government has
stressed the capital importance of this problem. That
is why my delegation became a sponsor of the request
submitted by many other countries calling for the in-
clusion of the question of Palestine in the agenda of
the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly.

164. In the same spirit we voted for resolution 3210
(XXIX), on 14 October, inviting the PLO, representing
the Palestine people, to participate in the deliberations
of the General Assembly on the question of Palestine
in our plenary meetings. Indeed, we believe it impos-
sible to discuss this question without all the parties
concerned being heard; and, as everyone knows, the
recent Arab Summit Conference at Rabat® unani-
mously conferred precise responsibilities on the PLO.

165. We listened with interest to the statement made
by the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
PLO at the opening of our debate [2282nd meeting],
and we have also studied most carefully all statements
made so far by the speakers, I must confess that with
cach Middle East debate here I feel increasingly
frustrated as I come to the rostrum to speak. I say
“frustrated’’ because the numerous resolutions
adopted by both the General Assembly and the Se-
curity Council on the various aspects of the question
have remained a dead letter—so much 8o, in fact, that
one may safely say that, after so many years of efforts,
the problem remains intact, and the prospects for
peace and security in that region of the world do not
scem particularly encouraging.

166, That feeling of frustration is all the more real
and keen when it comes to the question of Palestine,
to which the United Nations has failed to give suitable
consideration for so many years., Today, for the first
time, the problem is being put in its proper perspective:
in other words, the legitimate, inalienable rights of the
Palestinian peouple, as a distinct entity—and no longer
as a mass of refugees living off international assistance.
To the Palestinian people, robbed of its land and homes,
and denied its rights, the essential question is not how
much the assistance will amount to, but, rather, when

and how that people will be able to recover its legiti-
mate, fundamental rights.

167. It has taken a quarter of a century for this As-
sembly to decide finally to examine the prime aspect
of this problem—25 years for it to proclaim its will
to assume its responsibility fully with regard to one of
the most painful tragedies of our age.

168. We must welcome this event which, we trust,
will mark a decisive turning-point on the difficult road
to peace. For the first time, the international com-
munity seems to have become aware that the recogni-
tion of the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian
people within the framework of respect for the inde-
pendence and territorial integrity of all the other
States of the region cannot be delayed any more. In
fact, experience of this and other problems has clearly
shown that no difficulty can be definitively settled if the
peoples concerned are denied their fundamental rights.

169. It cannot be denied that the Palestinians have
been the victims of a great injustice which it is now
high time to repair. When dealing with the question
of Palestine we cannot disregard the fact that it is also
connected with other aspects, such as, for example,
the evacuation of occupied territories and the need
to put an end to the state of belligerency.

170. In this respect, we must not.lose sight of either
the resolutions concerning the Palestinian problem
or the other resolutions of the Security Council and
General Assembly on the Middle East, True, our de-
bate is centred more particularly on Palestine, but
if the situation has deteriorated to this point, it is pre-
cisely because the relevant Security Council resolu-
tions have never been implemented. Need one ask
why? The answer is all too clear: if those resolutions
have unfortunately not yet been implemented it is,
above all, because of Israel’s refusal to implement the
decisions of our Organization, forgetting that the secu-
rity and prosperity of one people cannot be based on
the insecurity and misfortunes of another. That nega-
tive attitude on the part of Israel is all the more unjus-
tifiable when one realizes that other Governments
of the region, on several occasions, have shown the
greatest moderation and goodwill in all the steps that
have been taken to bring about a return of peace.

171. The General Assembly cannot contradict its
earlicr decisions concerning the fate of the Palestinian

people,

172, As for the creation of the Palestinian State,
which was unanimously decided at the Rabat Summit
Conference,® 1 must say that, in our opinion, this is a
question of concern primarily to the Palestinians
themselves and the Arab States directly concerned;
and since those States have taken a decision on this
matter, I cannot see how the General Assembly could
possibly express a different opinion.

173. It seéms to me that the General Assembly is in
duty bound to take a decision that will confirm clearly
the points I have mentioned. But in so doing, the As-
sembly’s task will not be over: not only will it have to
ensure the implementation of its decision, but it will
also have to do everything possible to ensure a just and
lasting peace in the region.

174, In this respect, disturbing information reaches
us from all sides. We must become aware of the extra-
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ordinary gravity of the situation and of the urgent need
for the Organization to face it before events take an
irrevocable turn for the worse, with disastrous con-
sequences for the Middle East and for the international
community as a whole, '

175. Hence, the solution to the question of Palestine,
one of the essential components of an over-all settle-
ment, cannot be delayed any longer, and I should like,
on behalf of my delegation, to issue an appeal for
reason and a spirit of conciliation.

176, We must all combine our efforts, realistically
and in good faith, in order to ensure the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people and to facilitate thereby
the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the
region.

177. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
I now call on those members of the Assembly who
wish to speak in exercise of their right of reply.

178, Mr. MALIK (Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics) (interpretation from Russian): The statement

+of one of the speakers at the 2288th meeting contained
the kind of very routine slanderous fabrications of
which we have all grown very tired, about the Soviet
policy on the question of the Middle East, There is
no need to enter into polemics with that speaker. The
purpose of his statement was obvious—that is, to divert
the attention of the General Assembly and the United
Nations from the question that has been raised here by
the Arab countries, with the support of the socialist
and non-aligned countries, the question of the in-
alienable national rights of the Arab people of Pales-
tine, rights that have been trampled underfoot as a
result of the Israeli aggression.

179. The very best answer to that speaker and to his
slanderous fabrications against the Soviet Union has
already been given by the representative of the Arab
people of Palestine, the outstanding leader of the
Palestine liberation movement, the Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the PLO, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
Only recently, in a telegram to the General Secretary
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
. the Soviet Union, Mr. Brezhnev, Mr. Arafat expressed
his profound gratitude for the resolute position adopted
by the Soviet Union and the other countries of the
socialist community in support of the Palestinian
people and their just cause. Mr, Arafat stated:

“*Our people will not forget the position of funda-
mental pnncigzc ado‘;}tcd by you and by the people
of the great Soviet Union in supporting us in this
difficult and trying time when our people are coun-
tering the blows of imperialism and Zionism, which

are trying to eliminate our national existence.’’

That is the very best answer to the speaker and slan-
derer who, with a mass of vicious lies, attacked the
Soviet Union's position on the question of Palestine,

180, The statement made by Mr. Arafat recently
to the General Assembly also contained an expression
of thanks to socialist countries. That is the voice of the
Palestinian people who know very well how and to what
extent thie Soviet Union and its peoples are helping the
Arab people of Palestine in their heroic struggle for
their national rights, for their freedom and indepen-
dence. That is the voice of the Arab peoples, the voice
of truth, The other voice, the voice asserting the

opposite about the position of the Soviet Union, is
the voice of calumny and lies.

181. What was the speaker trying to achieve by
coming to this rostrum and slandering the Soviet Union
and its policy? Who stands to gain from those provoc-
ative fabrications, whose purpose is to try to damage
Soviet-Arab relations and drive a wedge between the
Soviet Union and the Arab countries and to divert
attention from the aggressor and those supporting and
assisting the aggressor? The answer to this question
is clear—and it is clear not only to us but to all the Arab
peoples. The provocative policy of that speaker, of his
delegation and of his authorities is, objectively
speaking, of benefit only to Israel and to its imperialist,
Zionist protectors. All the remarks by that speaker are
grist to the mill of Israel. When they make slanderous
attacks on the Soviet Union and try—in vain—to sow
distrust. of the Soviet Union among the Arab delega-
tions, it is Israel that benefits,

182, For the Arab peoples, victims of Israeli aggres-
sion, such a position on the part of the country repre-
sented by that speaker is a stab in the back of, an act
of treachery to, the heroic Arab peoples and all those
who truly give them fraternal help at the time of the
difficult and tense struggle being waged by the Arab
pccl»]plcs for their independence and their inalienable
rights,

183, That is the real and treacherous meaning of
these slanderous attacks by that delegation on the
Soviet Union. But these efforts are all in vain; they
will come to nothing. The Soviet Union has been in
the past and will remain a true and reliable friend of
the Arab people. Its policy of support for the Arab
peoples and countries that are victims of Israeli ag-
gression is a matter of fundamental principle and is
pursued consistently by it.

184, We refute with contempt these pathetic distor-
tions and provocative fabrications by those who oppose
Arab-Soviet friendship and by those international
adventurers who are trying to warm their hands at
the fire of war and suffering of other peoples. The
Arab people of Palestine and the Arab countries can see
things clearly and they know exactly who their friends
are, They know who is helping them against Israeli
aggression and who, although clad in the robes of a

. friend, is trying through anti-Soviet demogoguery to

mask his reluctance to support a peaceful political
settlement in the Middle East and the withdrawal of
all troops of the .aggressor from the occupied Arab
territories, his reluctance really to help the Palestinian
Arabs regain their legitimate rights to their own
homeland.

185, If the country represented by that speaker-—and
it is not a small country, but a great, major Power
trying to achieve world hegemony—-granted the mili-
tant Arab peoples as much assistance as the Soviet
Union, «r at least a comparable amount of assistance,
the Arab peoples would be only too glad to recieve
it. If the delegation of that country were to use the
energy it wastes here in disseminating slander against
the Soviet Union on a more worthy cause--that is, the
cause of real assistance to and genuine support for the
Arab people of Palestine in their struggle and for the
other Arab peoples victims of Israeli aggression--and
if it were to do that in, among other things, the discus-
sion of the question of Palestine in the General As-
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sembly, the Arab countries and peoples would regard
that as a thousand times more useful. '

186. Mr. CHUANG Yen (China)(interpretation from
Chinese): In his speech just now, Mr, Malik tried to
embellish his image by attributing all the good things
to himself. But the Soviet representative’s reply is
both blustering and hollow. He did not have the guts
to touch on the series of facts cited in our speech about
the dual tactics of the Soviet Government in con-
tending for hegemony in the Middle East and in dealing
with the Arab and Palestinian peoples’ struggle against
aggression. This has all the more exposed its guilty
conscience and indefensible position.

187. The Soviet representative has time and again
unblushingly bragged about the so-called Soviet mili-
tary ‘‘assistance’’ to the Arab countries, But why did
he not dare to talk about the essence of this so-called
military ‘‘assistance’’? Who was it that took advantage
of others’ difficulties to reap fabulous profits through
munitions deals in the war? Who is it that practised
blackmail and asked for all kinds of privileges by
means of the so-called military ‘*assistance’’? And who
was it that used the arms supply as political black-
mail to sabotage the Arab peoples’ just struggle against
aggression at the critical juncture of the October war
last year? All these facts have been openly exposed
and severely condemned on many occasions by the
just Arab public opinion. Can these facts be obliterated
by playing deaf and dumb or accusing others of being
‘‘anti-Soviet’'? You have styled yourselves a ‘‘natural
ally’’ of the Arab and Palestinian people and have
always bragged about your ‘‘sclfless assistance’’, If
this were true, why do you not dare, in response to
the call of the Chinese representative, openly to de-
clare that all your military assistance for the Arab
countries’ resistance to foreign aggression will be
free and gratis and that you will no longer be a mer-
chant of death or, at least, that you will not press for
debt-servicing if you charged for your weapons in the
past, or to be more generous, that you will simply
publicly declare the cancellation of all these military
debts and let them be gone with the wind. Would not
that be more practical?

188. As for the Soviet Government’s long-time flir-
tation with the Isracli Zionists and its connivance at
their aggression against Palestine and Arab countries,
it is all the more a fact known to everyone, The Soviet
Union has in recent years sent large numbers of emi-
grants to Israel, supplying the Israeli Zionists with
enormous manpower in pursuance of their policy of
aggression and expansion, This is indeed a case of one
super-Power providing the money and guns and the
other providing manpower. Though each has its own
selfish aim, yet their different acts lead to the same
result of augmenting the Israeli Zionists' strength
for expanding aggression, Such are the evident facts,

How can you deny them? The United Nations adopted
a resolution condemning Israel’s transfer of population
to its illegally occupied territories and urged all States
‘‘to refrain from any action which Israel will exploit
in carrying out its policy of colonizing the occupied
territories’’ [resolution 3092 B (XXVIII), para. 6).
While instructing its representative to vote in favour
of the resolution, the Soviet Government greatly
increased its emigration to Israel. Is this not a glaring
violation of the United Nations resolution? Does this
not constitute direct support to the Israeli Zionists?
You are talking about one thing while doing another.
Is this not ample evidence to prove your downright
hypocrisy and duplicity?

189. The objective facts show that the frantic con-
tention between the two super-Powers for hegemony
in the Middle East is the root cause of the turbulence
in that region. The Arab and Palestinian people have
come to see ever more clearly that in order to recover
the lost Arab territories and regain the national rights
of the Palestinian people, it is imperative not only to
oppose firmly the Israeli Zionist policies of aggression
and expansion but firmly to oppose and get rid of
super-Power intervention, infiltration and control.

190. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
Before adjourning, I should like once again to draw
the attention of the General Assembly to the fact that,
with the exception of the USSR and China, no other
delegation has inscribed its name to exercise any kind
of right of reply. I am saying this for the information
of the General Assembly and for all useful purposes.
1 am also saying this for the information of a certain
section of the press, which felt it was obliged to distort
a sovereign decision of the General Assembly and to
ascribe to it positions incompatible with an objective
and rigorous application of the rules of procedure, and,
in particular, of the provisions of the inalienable right
of cach delegation to exercise the right of reply as often
as circumstances may require.

The meeting rose at 7.15 p.m.
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