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has also been the scene of so much suffering; and
Grenada, which is also joining this Assembly and,
in this way, the family of Latin American countries.

5. At the beginning of this new session of the Gen­
eral Assembly as is usual we are offered a new op­
portunity for reflection. However, this time the
required reflection is more urgent, more stern and
at the same time more profound.

6. To the matters normally occupying our attention
are added others which were not previously un­
known to us, to be sure, but which emerge today
with particular force, revealing deep maladjustments
in the very essence of coexistence. So above and
beyond the peculiar features of each specific prob­
lem we discover a close and increasingly acute inter­
connexion with other problems, a kind of common
substance in the economic and political life of the
world today. Hence, our efforts to solve specific
problems frequently seem to be overwhelmed by
the paucity of global solutions. There are no isolated
questions, all questions are varying manifestations
of the same problem, and we are compelled to seek
the core of the problem underlying the different
manifestations.

7. Thus, while immediate and evident conflicts
occur and more tangible needs and problems arise,
the disruption of the international economic system
is already making itself felt. Simultaneously, the
contours of the great questions of the future emerge
intertwined with day-to-day business.

8. Uruguay therefore wishes to focus attention in
this supreme world forum on this new perspective,
so that the consideration of each specific item on
our agenda will still be consistent with matters which
are neither merely a backdrop nor an anticipation
of the remote future, but are germane to the pres­
ent problems of the international community.

9. My country advocates, therefore, that integr~ted

perspective in which States Members of the U~lted

Nations can jointly formulate rules and co-ordinate
courses of action for a new system of coexistence
among nations to meet the current needs of most
of our peoples. Otherwise solutions will deviate
from their essential human objectives and may be­
come mere dialectic exercises veering farther and
farther away and never penetrating the core of the
truly crucial questions.

10. It is with this idea of renewal that I mention
the structure of the international economy. There is
no doubt that the grave deficiencies and tensions
of recent years, disguised at first, are now becoming
manifest and turning into a vast crisis affecting cur­
rencies trade, and production, and thereby the
whole economy. The shock of the petroleum crisis
now is spreading like an expanding shock wave
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President: Mr. Abdelaziz BOUTEFLIKA
(Algeria).

I. Mr. BLANCO (Uruguay) (interpretation from
Spanish): Mr. President, first, it is my pleasure to
welcome and to express my congratulations to
Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Algeria, whose unanimous eJection enables us to
count upon his abilities and long experience, which,
though certainly not consonant with his youth, have
been demonstrated in the exercise of high office
since his noble country began its independent life.

2. I should also like to welcome Mr. Leopoldo
Benites, whose presidency has elicited widespread
approval. During an especially difficult period he
once again demonstrated his even-handedness and
diplomacy in the effective guidance of our deliber­
ations.

3. Departing from my text, I should like to express,
on behalf of the Government and people of Uruguay,
our profound condolences concerning the tragedy
which has afflicted our sister republic of Honduras,
a tragedy and a distress which we feel as our own.
The support and solidarity of the whole international
community, not only of the States of Latin Amer­
ica but of the whole of the membership of this Organ­
ization and of all its organs, are necessary in order
to alleviate the damage and the distress from which
the people of that country are suffering and will con­
tinue to suffer in the future.

4. Again departing from my text, I should also
like to express the pleasure of my country at the
admission to membership in this Organization of
three new Member States: Guinea-Bissau, to which
this membership represents the culmination of a
long struggle for independence; Bangladesh, which

Agenda item 9:
General debate (continued)

Speech by Mr. Blanco (Uruguay)... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 99
Speech by Mr. Vignes (Argentina) " 103
Speech by Mr. Gromyko (Union of Soviet Socialist Re-

publics) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
Speech by Mr. Cullaghan (United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland) . 115

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

In the absence o] the President. Mr. Garcia Rabies
(Mexico), Vice-President. took the Chair.

TWENTY-NINTH SESSION

Official Records

United Nations



General Assembly Twenty-ninth Session-Plenary MeetingslOO

within the general disruption of the established eco­
nomic order.
11. At the sixth special session of t~e General As­
sembly [221/th meeting1 I had occasion to Indlca.te,
on behalf of my country, the need for far-reaching
reform to get to the true root of the matter, taking
it not simply as a technical problem to be solved
by merely rearranging economic factors, but m~re

importantly, as a political and social problem in­
volving everyone. Hence, if this reform is not found~d
upon justice, only limited and unstable results Will
ensue and peace will be constantly endangered.
12. This leads me to refer to what my Government
considers to be the crux of the matter. Indisputably,
the recognition of the political equality ~f nations
is a fundamental achievement of international law.
It is equally undeniable that th~ same concept ?f
equality cannot be projected Into the economic
sphere, where the degree of pote."tial or develop­
ment differs, without any doubt, With regard to each
nation.
13. This reality must be contemplated in the building
of new international economic structures and also
in the simple readjustment of those that already exist.
Any system that applies identical patterns to societies
with differently developed economies will not be
just, nor should the resou~ces .of the interna~io~al
community be channelled In disregard of existmg
differences.
14. Even when to a certain extent some of these
concepts underlie rules now governing international
co-operation for development, they are only margln~l

within the total context. The substance of economic
relations remains intact, not corresponding to these
realities. They must be acknowledged as guiding
principles of the international economy as a whole,
of its monetary, trade, finance and investment sys­
tems and in the conduct of large multinational cor­
porations. The IMF, for example, must achieve the
effective transfer of real resources to the developing
countries. Until the rules treat societies which have
already reached the post-industrial area and those
which are struggling timidly to venture into the world
of modern technology as equals. the international
economy will be a source neither of development,
nor of justice, nor of peace.
15. So true is this that today, although all coun­
tries are shaken by the same crisis, the strongest
and most developed economies have within them­
selves the necessary reserves and resilience to re­
spond to the threat, while the weaker nations suffer
from the unabated onslaught of new events.

16. Energetic protest is called for when within
the dramatic context of small and medium-sized
countries such as Uruguay, the situation worsens
because the more developed countries, in an attempt
to safeguard their own prosperity, are. imposing
protectionist measures which drastically cut the
exports of raw materials from the developing world,
or use "dumping" to depress prices of these exports
to intolerable levels.

17. It should be pointed out that such policies and
practices. unjust and counter to recognized prin­
ciples of international co-operation as they are, also
run the risk of causing a dangerous trade confronta-

tion which could bring the entire world economy
to a state of collapse.
18. Unfortunately, the solutions urgently demanded
of the international community at the sixth special
session last April have not been applied, as imme­
diate, practical and w~rkable mac~inery has not
yet been put into operanon. The enure effort of the
General Assembly at that time and the acknow­
ledged consensus that effective action should be taken
have apparently become merely pious utterances on
the part of our Organization and its agencies, without
that obvious political decision having been trans­
lated into reality. I do understand the difficulties
inherent in such broad action, but the magnitude
and urgency of the task require an unprecedented
effort. Similarly, my Government today reiterates
its statement that the surplus resources generated
by new prices must be channelled to the developing
countries most deeply affected by the petroleum
crisis, thus avoiding the paradoxical situation where
these resources would primarily strengthen the more
developed economies. I think that i~ keeping. with
the spirit demonstrated at that meetmg, It will be
possible to agree upon multilateral channels to guide
this process without prejudice to direct support
through trade and investment.
19. But it is not only purely material factors that
motivate Uruguay to postulate the reform of the
international economy as a central topic. Recently,
in Bucharest, the World Population Conference
dealt with an essentially human question touching
upon rights intrinsic to our nature and our life. My
country cannot accept the restriction, not to say the
mutilation, of these rights and the moral and spiritual
values they enshrine through the application of eco­
nomic rules ensuring the prosperity only of some.
As the delegation of Uruguay stated in Bucharest:
"It is inadmissible that the possibility of popula­
tion growth should be the exclusive right of those
nations possessing a high degree of development".
Instead, we have held that the physical basis for
cultural and spiritual development must be established
so that the sacred mission of transmitting life may
be responsively exercised everywhere.
20. Without any doubt, this objective cannot be
achieved as long as considerations such as those
which doom large segments of mankind to hunger
and a marginal existence persist, and while existing
conditions denote the simultaneous presence of a
crisis of excess and one of scarcity.
21. There is one fact more than any other that con­
stitutes a serious indictment of the existing inter­
national order and our lack of the will to reform it:
in order to safeguard the well-being of the few, the
prices of staples as well as of luxury items must be
so high that they elude the grasp of the many, and,
inversely, an over-supply of these goods can rum
those that produce them.
22. All of that conspires to impede a rational and
human organization of trade and production. Some
years ago my country proposed in FAO the crea­
tion of a system with a real "food bank" in which
the need for stable and remunerative prices as a fair
return for productive effort would be reconciled
with the needs of those who cannot buy such goods
because they are so expensive but desperately re-
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quire them in order to survive. I consider that it is
an inescapable responsibility of the world economy
to work in that direction, and my country now pledges
its best efforts to that end.

23. Since the historic United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment, held at Stockholm in
1972, another topic has been attracting increasing
attention: the environment and the fate of the bio­
sphere, mankind's present and future home.

24. Apart from the undoubted need to safeguard
and restore our environment and to use it in a rational
and far-sighted way, surely the economic and financial
burden that this entails cannot be shared equally
among all nations. Rather, it should weigh more
heavily on the most developed nations, which un­
wittingly have done the most to cause the environ­
ment to deteriorate.

25. Just as access to life cannot be limited in order
to protect the status of some, so the use and enjoy­
ment of nature cannot be regulated to the almost
exclusive benefit of an already developed segment
of mankind.

26. In the same spirit, my country would like to
refer to the new riches that are becoming increasingly
available to the peoples.

27. We are pleased to note that an initial success
was achieved in the long struggle of the Latin Amer­
ican countries to assert their rights over the seas
adjacent to their coasts when the universal recogni­
tion of the maximum limitation of 200 miles emerged
from the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, recently held at Caracas.

28. We also cherish the hope that soon the neces­
sary agreements will be achieved in order to adapt
the law of the sea to the realities of the contemporary
world and to satisfy the requirements of the peo­
ples, particularly in the developing countries.

29. We also wish to express our firm conviction
that effective formulas can be agreed upon to imple­
ment the historic resolution in which it was solemn­
ly declared that the sea-bed and ocean floor, and
the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction are the common heritage of mankind
iresolution 2749 (XXV)].

30. My Government is well aware of the myriad
difficulties to be overcome if far-reaching changes
within such diverse fields are to be achieved, but
we are also convinced that trying to effect these
changes is the only way to deal with the very root
of these problems. Only by such ~eans can t~ue

solutions be found. Otherwise, we Will be attacking
only the superficial manifestations of the underlying
problems. Therefore, although it seems mere specul~.

tion that, given the magnitude of the problem, It
can be solved, this is the crucial task that faces us.
If the challenge is to be met, imagination and daring
must be mustered in this forum, whence political
inspiration flows to others, and in all the other bodies
of this great United Nations system.

31. One may well wonder if we will be able to de­
vise-and even more important to implement­
within a reasonably short period of time a new inter­
national economic order which will be both just and
creative and which will have the basic features so

well known to our peoples, and especially our youth:
freedom from any attempt to destroy the basic tenets
of the economy but, rather, a human and equitable
use of those tenets; a pattern implying no holding
back of the more advanced or regression to lower
levels but, rather, promoting those who have been
left behind by giving them a fair share of the benefits
of the highest civilization; extension beyond mate­
rial goods to reach horizons of culture and spirit;
integration of problems of population, food, envi­
ronment and culture within a comprehensive frame­
work in which countries are treated in accordance
with their particular degree of development so that
the economy will render truly equivalent results
for its participants.

32. In the world political arena, there is an atmo­
sphere of detente and a universal desire for peace is
spreading. My country, in accordance with a tradi­
tion it has unswervingly maintained since its very
inception, adheres to that spirit, not only in the external
conduct of international affairs but also as a reflection
of the very deepest convictions of the nation.

33. Nevertheless, detente does not seem to be
sufficient to clear the air entirely.

34. The Indo-China peninsula is still bitterly racked
by varying degrees of open warfare, It is unfortunate
that the Viet Nam peace agreement' has not yet
been fully complied with and that aggression in that
Republic and in the Khmer Republic still persists. It
is to be hoped that these circumstances will not be
overlooked and that appropriate measures will be
adopted to strengthen peace and bring an immediate
end to the war which torments that region.

35. Cyprus has been shattered by a violent crisis,
with painful consequences that my Government
deplores. I believe that we the nations represented
here without exception must unite solidly behind
the people of the island and help to alleviate their
suffering. We must also unite in support of the deci­
sions of the Security Council and encourage inter­
national action to protect a Member State. The ob­
servance of United Nations agreements is essential
for peace there and elsewhere, and Uruguay will
always act in accordance with that principle.
36. Once again we have to refer to the tragic suf­
ferings of the people of the Middle East. I should
like to note with appreciation the bilateral action
taken, the conversations initiated and the results
achieved regarding extremely sensitive military
and political aspects. None the less, I cannot pass
over in silence the concern of my Government about
the future of that long-suffering region. I think that
the international community represented here could
play a most importa~t part if. it ~ere to ,create a world
climate on the basis of principles Widely acknow­
ledged as workable. That is a wa.y in whic,h this complex
question could be approached In all of ItS aspects.

37. It is clear that legally speaking military victory
confers no rights, especially with regard to tern tory.
Similarly, the community of nations recognizes the
right of each nation in that region, and in all others,
to live in peace within secure and recognized borders,
enjoying sovereignty, integrity and independence.

38. All those directly concerned should, there­
fore, seek a way to ensure through negotiations and
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other peaceful means, the full observance and imple­
mentation of those fundamental concepts of inter­
national law, which my Government unreservedly
supports. A comprehensive study of this topic in
all of its dimensions must include an essential chapter,
in view of both its political and its human signifi­
cance. I am referring here to the fate of the Pales­
tinian people. My Government has no doubt that
until a just solution is found for what the Security
Council in paragraph 2 of resolution 242 (1967) calls
"the refugee problem", any settlements designed
to ensure peace will be merely temporary. With
due regard, of course, for the steps taken elsewhere
towards peace and while supporting the immediate
measures the United Nations is taking to alleviate
this distressing situation, my Government advo­
cates more deep-rooted solutions which should
encompass the legitimate aspirations of the Pales­
tinian people and squarely confront the problem in
its real political, social and, finally, human signif­
icance-ail, of course, within the framework of com­
prehensive peace negotiations.

39. As an expression of our sincere concern for
peace in the Middle East, I should like to renew the
commitment announced by my delegation at the
twenty-third session [1686tlt meeting] to support,
within the framework of the Charter, a negotiated
solution to ensure lasting peace in this region in full
accordance with international law and all the imper­
atives of the question.

40. Under the general topic of international peace,
I should like to express Uruguay's appreciation of
the success achieved by the Special Committee
on the Question of Defining Aggression. This rep­
resents a positive step towards the clarifying of
an important concept and also demonstrates a prom­
ising of understanding which suggests that more
progress may be made in this connexion,

4]. I am pleased to announce that my country sup­
ports with satisfaction the efforts made to establish
a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean. This attitude
is consonant with our position in Latin America.
where we are a party to the Treaty for the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of
Tlatelolco).

42. For the same reason we deplore atomic weapon
tests and explosions performed since last year by
the various Powers in different parts of the world.
The signature and ratification of Additional Protocol I
to the Treaty of Tlatelolco will signify a positive
step towards rectifying the situation. These explo­
sions. which cause ecological damage and which
continue, moreover, to cause tension, are contrary
to detente and entail the continued spending of huge
sums in an endeavour of no importance to mankind.

43. At the same time my country favours renewed
efforts to achieve general disarmament. The negotia­
tions to reduce the possibility of conflict between
the United States and the Soviet Union fall within
this context. My country will also resolutely support
the careful preparation of the World Disarmament
Conference and any reaffirmation of already enun­
ciated recommendations on nuc lear testing and,
most importantly, their speedy implementation,
which is so long overdue.

44. As is Uruguay's custom. I should like to refer
exclusively to the topics of decolonization and racial
discrimination. Recent events have sparked the hope
that more African people will soon gain indepen­
dence. The outlook now looks bright and we hope
that the optimism will be consolidated into fact in
the full exercise of self-determination and freedom
from foreign influence, as in Latin America. With
regard to racial discrimination I renew today the
support of Uruguay for measures adopted within
the framework of the Charter so that mankind may
become truly united.

45. This brief examination of some of the items
of the agenda clearly shows that the policy of detente
must be expanded and deepened so that its positive
influence may extend to matters which today remain
outside its scope. Uruguay will do anything within
its power to work resolutely in this direction.

46. However, together with geographically local­
ized political problems, the significance of other
less well-defined problems of international peace
and security must be recognized. I refer to terrorist
acts and subversive movements, which are frequently
interconnected. The entire world has been the wit­
ness of this phenomenon, which now respects no
borders. The moment has perhaps come for the
international community to realize what risks such
activities entail. This motive does not derive from
the diverse ideas frequently posited in an attempt
to justify these acts, as ideological differences are
quite normal in a world as diverse as ours. The fact
is that civilization itself is threatened when a con­
stant undercover war being waged by interrelated
movements operating outside international law is
provoked and tolerated. Paradoxically, as the risk
of nuclear catastrophe, or even large-scale conven­
tional war, diminishes, unease, tension and casualties
of this new kind of warfare are on the increase. Thus.
an unexpected situation may arise in which peace,
so fervently sought in more conspicuous areas, may
yet disappear.

47. My Government also considers that other steps
should be taken to consolidate and strengthen peace.
The atmosphere of detente, so fortunately apparent
among the great Powers, must also create an atmo­
sphere of security for other nations. Improved rela­
tions among these Powers is indeed not enough.
It is imperative finally to eliminate distortions of
international coexistence caused by power poli tics
and ideological penetration. Only when non-inter­
vention and self-determination become rules of
conduct observed by all nations can peace be said
to be truly at hand.
48. Uruguay once again pledges its commitment
to this conduct as an indissoluble part of its national
identity and reaffirms its will to co-operate with
all international courses of action to ensure full re­
spect for such conduct within the community of
nations. Only in this way can peace and co-opera­
tion exist in our interdependent and pluralistic world.
49. Throughout our work we review and discuss
many topics which demonstrate the complex and
multifaceted world of today. As each topic is examined
separately because of its specific features we must
all regard them as independent entities. Nevertheless.
all pose essentially the same question. What will be
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the nature of international relations? Will law or force
prevail? Will the world's economy serve justice or
convenience? Will each nation freely develop its own
identity or will this identity be imposed from with­
out? Will the diversity of national solutions enhance
international co-operation or hamper it? Will detente
create a true respect for all? Once defences have been
reduced, will undercover warfare and penetration
become the agent of power to penetrate the small
nations? Will terrorism and subversive warfare be
given free reign in the world or will the community of
nations thwart violence?

50. Uruguay has chosen a clear-cut path in keeping
with the character of its people and the nature of
its history. We are resolutely in support of the prin­
ciples of justice, law, liberty and independence, and
the right of each country to choose and follow its
own model. We are working for international coexis­
tence, with peace and co-operation as its hallmark.
We reject terrorism and subversive violence; we
remain open to the other nations of the world.

51. This fundamental definition of principle in inter­
national order is consistent with the political pro­
cess of my country, which, together with a strong
sense of national pride, maintains its solidarity with
other countries. It fully respects all nations and
demands no less for itself, without foreign influence
or interference, which it neither accepts nor toler­
ates nor practises. In this way its institutions have
been substantially transformed in order to enshrine
the values recognized by the Uruguayan community
as its national and popular objectives: independence,
development and peace for the benefit of the human
being. It is a process aiming at peace, construction
and justice, without hatred or violence. Imbued
with the spirit of understanding and solidarity, Uru­
guay will work in world affairs to promote mutual
understanding and conciliation and mutual respect.

52. The international community must bring these
already recognized principles to life. Equally urgent
is the task of devising new principles for new situa­
tions: population, the biosphere, the riches of the
sea and other unexploited regions; outer space,
energy, spiritual and cultural matters; man's place
in the technological universe and a new economic
order.

53. May our efforts now solve the problems of
today. May they serve to build a better tomorrow.
We bear this responsibility to youth throughout the
world. By that shall we be assessed.

54. Mr. VIGNES (Argentina) (interpretation from
Spanish): On behalf of the Government and the
people of Argentina, I should like first of all solemn­
ly to express in this august Assembly our most pro­
found solidarity with our sister republic of Honduras
and its people in these hours of trial and sorrow.
The Government of Argentina has already taken
the necessary steps to bring Honduras evidence
of our moral support and of our specific material
help in order to contribute with our means to the
alleviation of so tragic a situation, which we all feel
as if it were our own. On this very day, aircraft of
our air force are leaving for that sister republic, car­
rying the first aid which we can offer in these hours
of tribulation. We have also committed ourselves
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to delivering 5,000 tons of wheat, or its equivalent
in flour, to meet the first needs of the population
which has been the victim of the catastrophe.

55. The President of the Republic of Argentina,
Mrs. Marfa Estela Martinez de Peron, has called
the Ambassador of Honduras to Argentina to her
office, so as to make available to our sister republic
all the assistance that it may need. I trust that all
countries represented here will also be mobilized
so as to help the Republic of Honduras.

56. It is a most happy coincidence that as I address
this General Assembly, our debates are now being
guided by an illustrious representative of the great
nation of Mexico, with which my country maintains
the most cordial and brotherly ties of friendship.

57. The election which has conferred on Mr. Boute­
flika the lofty position of President of this session
of the General Assembly not only implies recogni­
tion of his personal qualifications and his ability
as a representative of the great nation of Algeria
but is also a tribute to the vigorous policy which
that country has been developing with the non-aligned
countries.

58. Thus, a personality of the third world is today
responsible for guiding an Assembly which faces
problems of vital interest to mankind. Among them
we emphasize in particular the quest for means that
will make it possible from many directions to ap­
proach that international understanding and that
meeting of minds that we all desire and advocate.
To extend the area of peace, to lessen the gulf be­
tween the developed and the developing countries
and to bring dignity to man constitute the main chal­
lenges that the world must answer in order to achieve
its objectives of understanding and unity.

59. At last year's session [1139th meeting] I em­
phasized that I was representing a people which
by an overwhelming electoral majority had just
definitely identified itself with the ideals of social
justice, economic independence and political sov­
ereignty. Since then, Argentina has made substan­
tial headway along this course, consolidating its
successes and adopting a far more positive polit­
ical personality in the community of nations. In faith
and serenity Argentina has whole-heartedly and
without reserve embraced the cause of mankind,
which is the real cause of the twentieth century,
devoting its greatest efforts to the individual and
collective well-being of the people. At the same time,
it has maintained its historical traditions, which
allow it the rather exceptional privilege in the world
today of granting equal rights to all men throughout
the world who wish to live in our land, without dis­
tinction of race or nationality.

60. In the past year, the Republic of Argentina
suffered the great loss of its leader, Juan Peron,
Great statesmen live on beyond their lifetime because
their principles and their objectives remain in force,
and it is my duty to emphasize here that those we
inherited from General Peron have been deeply
rooted in the hearts of the people of Argentina. His
prophetic ideas transformed him into the precursor
of universalism and of a "third position" which are
today recognized as being essential means for inter­
national coexistence. His death deeply moved the
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entire nation, but his thinking and his guidance con­
stitute inalterable goals for the march of our Re­
public towards the future. And the people of Argen­
tina firmly maintains the policy of international
co-operation which he established and, in its relations
with all the countries of the world, it ratifies his
purpose of achieving a genuine international social
justice. Among the ideas put forth in his message to
the Fourth Conference of Heads of State or Govern­
ment of Non-Aligned Countries, which met in Algiers
from 5 to 9 September 1973, he expressed total sup­
port for the cause of the countries of the third world,
indicating the imperative need for a "change in social
and productive structures, because incontinent
luxury and waste cannot continue to be the basic
motive force of any society".

61. These expressions and this ideology, of pro­
found philosophical and humanist content. are the
ones I wish to recall here with the utmost solemnity,
reiterating the Argentine commitment of solidarity
with the non-aligned countries. The future will see
us still standing in their ranks and sympathizing
with their aspirations. Nothing can better describe
the attitudes of a numerous and outstanding group
of countries-among which we are honoured to
be-than their desire for truth and justice, their com­
plete respect for the dignity of man and their rapid
and decided march towards the liberation of their
people. I therefore reiterate our position as expressed
at the Algiers Conference in regard to the Political
Declaration." which recommends support for de col­
onization and the liberation of territories occupied
by force, as well as ill regard to the Economic Dec­
laration' which. together with the Action Programme
for Economic Co-operation," is intended to enable
the members of the group to develop with equality
of opportunity with regard to the terms of trade with
other countries of the world so that there will be a
better and more just distribution of resources that
will in turn contribute to greater harmony in inter­
national coexistence

62. The destiny of my country is today in the hands
of Mrs. Mafia Esrela Martinez de Peron, who has
the massive support of the citizens and of all the
power factors of the nation. and she is energetically
proceeding along the course set by General Peron ,
implementing the same ideas and seeking the attain­
ment of identical objectives. The community of
ideas and ideals between both ensure the historical
continuity of Perou's thinking and the lasting char­
acter of his great design Eor Latin American integra­
tion. the inalterable validity of which I am pleased
to reaffirm now.

63. The delegation of Argentina attends this great
meeting at times which are particularly crucial for
the future of the world. The combination of factors
of economic and monetary tension, of generalized
inflation, of the multiplicity of international polit­
ical crises in various continents and the shortage
and waste of natural resources, together with dis­
ease and hunger, the red uction in food reserves and
the growing wave of violence throughout the world,
have meant that. as our President has said, the times
in which we live must be described as "the era of
insecurity" .

64. This disquieting picture appears paradoxical
when we consider the high degree of technical and
scientific development achieved by mankind. There
are space trips and the breaking down of the atom:
and still hunger, poor health and ignorance remain,
whereas they should have been distant memories
of superseded stages.
65. One of the solutions is clear: to unite our most
determined efforts so as to achieve an equitable and just
distribution of goods. If that is not rapidly achieved,
tensions between human beings will increase in an
accelerated manner and will increasingly acquire
the apocalyptic shape of armed conflict.

66. The future demands special efforts from the
United Nations. which must adopt the decisions
which are indispensable to contributing to under­
standing among peoples and nations, to seeking
the well-being of all and to avoiding the harmful
predominance of some over others.
67. On the one hand, we have to review the prob­
lem of ensuring equity in the treatment of human
beings in the world: of those who suffer serious pov­
erty while there is infinite wealth; of the man with
great spiritual worth, with great ideals and purposes.
which all the religions and philosophies have em­
phasized, and of the man who is subjected to the
physical limitations of the material world in which
he has to live, and where frequently he is humiliated
and subjected to deprivations of all kinds. Thus.
rebellions are born, and sometimes they break out
at odd times so that it becomes difficult to correlate
them with their genuine causes. This diagnosis of
the dramatic circumstances in which the world is
living is, I believe, part of the conscience of all rep­
resentatives, thus constituting a problem of respon­
sibility towards others and towards ourselves.
68. On the other hand, the speed of change is such
that we observe that neither persons. nor States,
nor international organizations manage to keep up
with an evolution which, because of the multiplic­
ity of new discoveries and the growing interdepen­
dence among nations, creates a very dangerous
delay between the adoption of decisions and their
implementation. This then is yet another challenge
which the United Nations faces.

69. It was Peron who was a true precursor of this
universality which has today become a fact and who
anticipated by almost two decades the problems
that we now confront. He then stated the "third
position". He clearly foresaw that a merciless dis­
pute between the mighty would only contribute to a
mass impoverishment of the world and, in particular,
of the peoples who are today united under the prin­
ciples and ideals of the "non-aligned".

70. The leader of the Argentine people said in
February 1972:

"We believe that the time has come when all
peoples and Governments of the world must be­
come aware of the suicidal march of mankind
through the pollution of the environment and the
biosphere. and the waste of natural resources ...
It is no less serious that the social systems of waste
of the technologically most advanced countries
operate through the consumption of vast amounts
of natural resources contributed by the third world."
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77. Peace, freedom, co-operation and friendship:
those are big words which have been heard thou­
sands of times in this Hall. Let us not again make
the mistake of repeating them. when they are devoid
of practical content.

78. Time and space are already too limited. We
pride ourselves on the honourable, albeit demanding,
title of plenipotentiaries of mankind, which desires
order, well-being and justice. Were this Organiza­
tion to prove unable to perfect itself as a sound in­
strument to bring about the common well-being of
peoples, its authority would be seriously jeopardized
and hopes for understanding among States would
suffer a hard blow.

79. The interests 'of Argentina are not isolated;
all peoples are with us in our ideals-in particular,
the peoples of the third world. Our fundamental
objective must be peace. Nevertheless, that peace
does not depend solely on the silence of arms among
nations. It depends also upon whether human beings
are satisfied with the circumstances in which they
happen to live. That depends on security of feelings
and brotherly assistance, on the balance between
needs and resources; it depends on the access of all
to food, education and health. Thus peace, as has
been said many times by His Holiness the Pope,
cannot be based upon selfishness, poverty or moral
degradation, be it internationally or at the level of
the individual contact of human beings in each or­
ganized community.

80. May I quote a statesman? He said, "If the
strong try to impose their points of view, they will
do so at the expense of justice and will bring about
uprisings; if the weak resort to pressures, they will
do so at the peril of world prosperity and bring about
despair", and, "No nation or group of nations stands
to gain anything by making claims in excess of the
limits the economic growth of the world can bear."

8 J• That is a wise formula. But where will we find
the just balance to apply it? Can we avoid the pres­
sure of the strong? Can we do away with the despair
of the weak, who constitute ever-growing multitudes
and are afflicted by all kinds of needs? Important
are the rules of the game we shall set so as to encour­
age what is best in human nature. And so the Re­
public of Argentina comes here once again with the
greatest willingness to co-operate in the search for
equitable but urgent formulas, ideals and practices
which will respect the dignity of mankind and lead
it to prosperity and confidence. We do not wish to
yield to the temptation to make rhetorical allega­
tions removed from the raw realities of the daily
existence of millions of human beings. Accordingly,
it is necessary that the spirit of co-operation become
part of every conscience. We must respect each
other's rights and share our efforts to achieve the pro­
gress and prosperity of the world.

82. Taking into account that supreme aspiration and
the constant and growing preoccupation of the vast
majority of mankind, my delegation once again pro­
nounces itself decisively and firmly against any
policy of apartheid, and we state in advance that
Argentina will support the resolutions this Assem­
bly will adopt definitively to eradicate such prac­
tices, which degrade the inalienable dignity of the
human person.

And he added:

"All these problems are indissolubly linked to
the relaxation of international tension and the ex ten­
sion of international co-operation.

"In the defence of their interests, countries
must move towards regional integrations and
action based on solidarity."

71. It is to solve these problems that we are meeting
today. No one can allege that he has not at this stage
heard the anxious appels of the dispossessed. The
calls for help must be heeded, without verbal dema­
goguery; with just and realistic action, with respect
for all and with magnanimity, particularly for the
humble, and fundamentally by becoming aware of
the fact that the time has come when the peoples
of the world must go through life in understanding
and solidarity toward a common destiny of great­
ness; otherwise, through selfishness and intolerance
they will fall into the abyss of pain and poverty.

72. At the recent sixth special session, the Gen­
eral Assembly dealt with some of the underlying
causes of the ills of mankind. But some of the ob­
jectives set were not achieved. Natural resources
are still being wasted; it is maintained that indus­
trialized products are unattainable for the majority;
the price and wage race continues, causing infla­
tion which shakes the general economy; and pro­
tectionist trade retains its pernicious rigidity for
the socio-economic situation of the world.

73. It has been repeated insistently-and it was
proclaimed by the General Assembly at its sixth
special session, in the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic
Order [resolution 3202 (S- V/)]-that it is necessary
to facilitate the access of the developing countries
to the markets of the developed by the gradual elim­
ination of tariff barriers and other restrictive prac­
tices which hamper trade.

74. Only if the developing countries have a sub­
stantially greater share in international trade will
it be possible to bring about a profound structural
change and arrive at a just and permanent solution
to present problems. thus consolidating a genuine
process of development of our economies.

75. Those objectives have been rendered null.
In this respect, a most significant example is pro­
vided by the measures taken since April last by the
European Communities to limit the importation of
beef, measures which culminated last June with
the total cessation of beef importation until I No­
vember 1974. That decision, taken without consulta­
tion, jeopardizes agreements that are linked to the
economies of the developing countries which export
meat to that market.

76. Obviously, it may be argued that those meas­
ures are caused by internal difficulties in the sector,
?~t they arise from production and marketing pol­
icies and mechanisms that are highly protectionist,
that have notoriously unfavourable repercussions
Upon international trade and are certainly not in
accord with the repeated declarations of the Euro­
pean Communities in various international forums
in favour of greater freedom in world exchanges.
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83. New practical procedures must be added to imate claims, claims which include such basic and
those already adopted by the United Nations. Such natural right~ as the right to b~ able to trade among
developments as greater communications, co.m- themselves In accordance with complete national
rnunications by satellite and the inevitable coming sovereignty, to keep their territories free from any
together of the world means that what is happening intruder or invader and to apply their own laws to
elsewhere is felt to be happening to oneself. Any their own acts; a continent which affirms justice
event that affects one region or country has a palpable and respect for ideologies, a continent, finally, which
and almost immediate effect even in the most remote shares heroes who are revered as a common heritage.
continents, More than ever, the world is one unit 91. As Peron stated:
-one unit of events and thoughts, one social and
economic unit. We face an irresistible force of eo- "Latin America belongs to the Latin Arner,
hesion. icans. We have lived a history. The history of the

future will not forgive us if we fail to be faithful
84. Let us, therefore, increase the effectiveness to our past ... We Argentinians feel a strong
of the United Nations, which has won so much praise Latin American conscience . . . We are firm
and rendered so much service as the only wise and advocates of an effective spiritual closeness for
viable mechanism so far developed for an exchange the peoples of America and reciprocal eo-opera-
of views and for joint efforts by mankind. tion at the economic level. It is unacceptable that
85. To that end a first, and very efficient, method in the name of the interests of the continent any-
would be the strengthening of bonds between similar one should interfere in our internal economy and
geographical zones. Here I believe it desirable to external policies ... In our Latin American con-
emphasize the ideals we pursue. We are applying tinent many popular leaders are working for this
a policy of co-operation and complementarity with brotherhood, and the results achieved so far are
neighbouring countries, because universality must very rewarding."
logically start at the regional level. 92. Thus it is undoubted that the exercise of polit-
86. It is fitting to emphasize here that "univer- ical sovereignty, whatever the historical circum-
sality" means a total plurality of subjects or objects, stances, is not negotiable. This guiding principle
each part acquiring its consistency in reference to multiplied in the national conscience of every Latin
the whole but without losing its sovereign individ- American country creates a total regional con-
uality. That is the philosophical interpretation of science, which accordingly is not negotiable either.
the concept, and thus also we clarify the significance 93. The Republic of Argentina now as never be.
-primarily national, although with world-wide fore feels that its ties with its sister republics in Latin
repercussions-of the doctrines we profess. America are deep. We feel at one with the sufferings
87. As a doctrine, we believe that to build a world and the just claims of the peoples which constitute
society it is necessary to pass through a stage of the third world, and we consider that we are thereby
continentalism. Countries must unite progressively also serving the cause of all human beings who want
on the basis of geographical neighbourhood. This union and not hatred, love and not division.
is Argentina's vision for Latin America: one that
is just, open, generous and above all sincere. At 94. In referring to this need for understanding and
the national level, no one can find fulfilment in a justice, Argentina cannot fail to point out that with-
country that has none. The same holds true at the out doubt the United Nations General Assembly
continental level. We wish to work jointly so as to expressed itself to that effect when it adopted reso-
build Latin America within the concept of an organ- lution 3160 (XXVIII) urging that negotiations pro-
ized community. Its triumph will be ours, and it ceed without delay with the United Kingdom in
will also be that of the brotherhood of the third world, regard to the Malvinas Islands.
and it will be the triumph of unity among all States. 95. Our country still has to bear the occupation
88. The Republic of Argentina therefore wants to of part of our territory by an extracontinental power,
place its resources and its potential above all at the a situation which is not in accordance with the direc-
service of its sister republics of America, without in tion and the ideals of the world today, and the Re-
the least overlooking the brotherhood we profess public of Argentina considers that 'this continuing
towards all other nations and in particular towards situation is inadmissible. It is true that, as my Govern-
the nations of the third world. ment communicated to the Chairman of the Special

Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple-
89. We must go on uniting our efforts so that the mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of
vast natural resources of our American continent Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.
may be exploited for the benefit of the peoples that contacts do exist for resuming these negotiations.
inhabit that soil and also may contribute to alleviating A solution, however, has not yet been reached, and
the penury of food, commodities and industrial goods I must accordingly reiterate here the unalterable
in other areas of the world. sovereignty of Argentina over the territory of the
90. In particular, Latin America is living through Malvinas Islands and point out that this just claim
a~ era of integration sustained by great spiritual will of necessity condition our international rela-
vigour. We have a common strength which comes tions in any circumstances in which our right may
to us from the beginning of our history rooted in be discussed.
our origins and our similarities of character. The 96. As I said not long ago at the Atlanta Conferenc~
Republic of Argentina takes pride in being part of of the Organization of American States "The deci-
a continent which has so many potentialities and sion to achieve the final eradication of this anachro-
whose peoples hold aloft the banner of their legit- nistic colonial situation is One which is shared by
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thirt.ieth session of the General Assembly acquires
particular significance in the light of the results
achieved since the sixth special session on raw
materials and development. Argentina shares the
general feeling that the seventh special session must
pr<;>vid.e a. unique opp0,rtunity for achieving the
objectives Incorporated In the Declaration [resolu­
tion 3201 (S-VI)] and the Programme of Action [reso­
lution 3202 (S- VI)] on the Establishment of a New
I~ternati<;lnal Economic Order, since the sixth spe­
cial session was but a transcendental point of de­
parture in a particularly dynamic process, the goal
of which is the establishment of a new international
economic order which will be more just and equi­
table. Possibly one of the means of achieving more
practical results in the deliberations might consist in
some change in the administrative structure of the
United Nations to adapt it better to quick changes,
particularly in the economic and social fields, so
that the developing countries could be better repre­
sented in executive posts in that administrative
structure.

102. On the other hand, the Republic of Argentina
is keenly interested, in accordance with its govern­
mental and. political philosophy, in everything relating
to the quality of life, because that is tied to the very
future of mankind. We therefore pay particular atten­
tion to problems relating to natural resources and the
environment, and we consider it timely for the United
Nations to continue to deal with those far-reaching
items with special emphasis.

103. In particular, my country is interested in
those and other aspects which deserve further study
and solution in this General Assembly. I am referring
to "collective ecological security". that is to say
the co-operation which must exist between States
in order to maintain an equitable balance in regard
to certain elements which cover or involve more
than one country and action in solidarity when the
acts of one Government might run counter to that
concept. Thus, in principle, we might consider as
being in contradiction with the collective ecological
security of nations such acts which. to an extent
that is not normal, disturb health conditions, the
climate. their own or shared natural resources or
the purity of waters that flow from one nation to
another, or such measures as might affect the natural
existence of forests, rivers, the fauna and flora of
land, seas or rivers or those which could contaminate
the atmosphere.

104. My country reaffirms the inalienable right of
peoples and nations to permanent sovereignty over
their own natural resources and wealth, whether
they be removable or non-removable, living or non­
living. That is a principle which we practise to the
full, in particular as regards energy resources.

Mr. Bouteflika (Algeria) took the Chair.

105. In accordance with the characteristics of
shared natural resources for use and exploitation
we seek the establishment of general and universal
policies on the basis of recognition and reaffirma­
tion of principles and practices which have been
sanctioned by use, doctrine and international juris­
prudence. Along that line of thinking the General
Assembly established, in resolution 3129 (XXVIII),
a mechanism for prior consultation and the exchange
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all the. people of Argentina, and their Government
reco~nJzes It as a mandate that cannot be renounced."
I, reiterate my confidence that, in seeking a solu­
tion, we s.haU be able to count on the necessary
understanding and political decision of the present
Government of the United Kingdom so as to put an
end to this problem.

97. ,As proof of our concern in regard to the mat­
ters Involved, I declare once again that the Republic
of Argentina wi Il do everything in its power to protect
the Interests of the inhabitants of the Islands and
to increase their well-being, thus enabling them to
accede to the benefits and progress enjoyed by the
people of Argentina. Therefore I am pleased to an­
nounce here that a few days ago I had the satisfac­
tion of signing, together with the representative of
!he Ut;tited Kingdom in Buenos Aires, separate notes
In which an enlargement of the fuel plant installed
by my Government on the Islands is envisaged as
well as other measures intended to facilitate trade
between the continental territory of Argentina and
the Malvinas Islands.

98. We know that international policy is not a goal
in itself but a means of contributing to the happiness
of man and the greatness of States; but international
policy is also a duty for Governments in order to
fulfil the destiny of each people. From its very incep­
tion Argentina, in attaining political independence,
placed everything it possessed at the service of the
peoples of the continent. That has been our guide­
line. That is our objective for greatness, and under
our present decisions both in the United Nations
and in the inter-American system we shall continue
to follow that historic mandate and achieve and
strengthen hemispheric brotherhood.

99. I do not believe it would be idle to emphasize
once again here the importance which the Republic
of Argentina attaches to the principle of non-inter­
vention. That principle, which has no limitations,
must be applied without exception and must once
and for all become a sacrosanct norm of the external
policy of States. Only four years ago this very As­
sembly so decided in unequivocal provisions of
resolutions 2625 (XXV) and 2627 (XXV).

100. As integral members of the Latin American
community we are bound to express our satisfac­
tion that a noble nation, albeit far removed from
Latin America, has ensured the study by this As­
sembly of a legal political institution which was
inherited from our own motherland, Spain, and which
is typically Latin American. I refer to the item on
diplomatic asylum, included in the agenda of this
session at Australia's request [see A/9704]. Diplo­
matic asylum is but a humanitarian rule to give shelter
to those who are persecuted for political and not
criminal reasons, In Latin America asylum in diplo­
matic missions has been an unbroken tradition main­
tained by almost every Government at all times, even
when there was no obligation to provide political
asylum. Argentina signed the initial multilateral
treaty at the Latin American level in Montevideo
in 18895 and has had the opportunity of applying
its generous principles not only in America but in
other hemispheres.

101. The seventh special session to be held in
September 1975 in the two weeks preceding the
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of information, so that the exploration, exploita­
tion and development of shared natural resources
might be carried out in close co-operation between
the parties concerned and in a rational manner so as
to obtain optimum yields.

106. With regard to the results of the second ses­
sion of the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea. my Government deems them
to have been positive. Undoubtedly, the interna­
tional community has lent broad support to the mari­
time claims of the Latin American countries.

107. It is the hope of Argentina that agreement
will be reached on a convention which will finally
provide adequate political solutions to the difficult
maritime and oceanic problems. In the first place,
with the establishment of a territorial sea of 12 miles
and an adjacent exclusive economic zone up to a
distance of 200 miles, within which there would be
freedom of navigation and overflight and freedom
to place submarine cables, the coastal State would
exercise sovereign rights in regard to fishing, the
regulation and control of scientific research and the
preservation of the marine environment.

108. That position prevailed at the Caracas ses­
sion. We hope it will be strengthened in Geneva
and finally enshrined in the future convention. And
yet we believe it is fitting to warn of the dangers of
some proposals which apparently recognize the
ZOO-mile zone. but with so many conditions attached
as to distort its essence. This claim by some great
Powers. which cannot resign themselves to losing
their privileges. is unacceptable to the developing
countries.

109. Likewise. the Convention cannot affect the
rights acquired by the coastal State over its con­
tinental shelf beyond the 200 miles since the con­
tinental shelf, in accordance with existing inter­
national law, consti tutes the natural prolongation of
its territory under the sea. In other words. no accept­
able political solution can affect the sovereignty
of the coastal State over its submerged territory,
which extends to the external lower edge of the con­
tinental margin. My country hopes that this posi­
tion will be finally accepted at the next session of
the Conference. since this mechanism will prevent
the renewal of international injustices on the sea
-international injustices which have characterized
the appropriation of natural re sources on land.

110. It has been the purpose of the Government
which I represent to intensify to the utmost the links
of the Republic of Argentina with the other coun­
tries of the international community. The last dec­
ades have been witness to fundamental changes in
the world community, with the inclusion of many
nations which have emerged to independent life and
the resurgence of others which. although having
a glorious past. had been subject to long periods of
subordination or isolation. To those States. which
constitute a large part of the third world, the diplo­
matic activity of Argentina was specially directed
so as to seek their presence when it had been absent
and to strengthen it where it existed.

Ill. That policy was not due merely to a desire
to create or to intensify relations. It was the response
to 11 profound motivation, to a sincere and open

feeling of solidarity with the peoples of the third
world.

112. At this difficult and. complex stage of sub­
stantial and rapid alterations in relations among
States, the need for close and frank co-operation
is imperative for those who are not at the centre of
power. In this way we prevent the fundamental de­
cisions of world policy being adopted in our absence
or without taking into account the interests of those
who represent two thirds of mankind.

1,13. This act of solidarity of the Republic of Argen­
Una has been made manifest in various international
forums and has led to the recognition of new States
and the establishment of diplomatic relations with
numerous countries in every latitude. This is eloquent
testimony of our will to expand our international
panorama to the utmost and to create a constructive
dialogue with all geographical and political entities,
once and for all going beyond the ideological and
partial schemes or omissions of the past.

114. The most recent event of this new approach
of our foreign policy. which faithfully reflects the
aspirations of the Argentine people, has been the
establishment of diplomatic relations with the Repub­
lic of Guinea-Bissau. We thus supplemented the first
step which we took several months ago when the
Government of Argentina recognized that new State
in the midst of difficulties which still hampered its
fully independent life. Today I am most happy to
welcome among us that country whose struggle
for emancipation evokes in our memory the emanci­
pation battles of Latin American countries in different
times and circumstances but with the inspiration of
the same ideals of freedom and justice.

115. We sincerely hope that the process of libera­
tion of the Portuguese colonies will continue at an
accelerated rate. The policy implemented by the
new Government of Portugal deserves our respect
and we express the hope that other events will rap­
idly take place which will assist in ending once and
for all vestiges of a colonialism which history has
superseded.

116. Because of our proven anti-colonialist voca­
tion, we add the voice of the Republic of Argentina
to that of the Secretary-General, who, in the intro­
duction to his report on the work of the Organiza­
tion [A/960//Add./), emphasizes the positive and
valuable aspects of the new policy of Portugal in
regard to its former colonies. The change has a tran­
scendental projection within the framework of the
United Nations. whose constant struggle to eradicate
those chronic situations of injustice had the active
support of my country. Now our Organization must
be the main channel whereby opinions and actions
of the international community will be guided in
this question.

117. We also welcome the other two new Mem­
bers of the United Nations. Bangladesh and Gre­
nada. With regard to the latter country, may I in
particular mention the special satisfaction of the
Government and people of Argentina at its admis­
sion; the Latin American group has gained a valu­
able representative which. together with the other
English-speaking countries in the hemisphere, will
help in increasing their over-all contribution to the
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124. The Soviet Union pursues its policies in close
co-ordination with its allies and friends. The social­
ist community of States unites its participants in a
common creative effort-the building of an advanced
society which by its very nature rejects war. It is
no accident that many major peace initiatives have
been sponsored by the socialist countries. The ses­
sion of the Political Consultative Committee of the
States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty last April reaf­
finned their join t determination to fight for the triumph
of the ideals of peace and the economic and social
progress of the peoples.

125. The general state of world affairs is being
moulded by a tremendous number of factors, ranging
from political and military to national or even psy­
chological factors. And it therefore hardly lends
itself to one-dimensional assessment. But the main
trend of international development arouses no doubts:
it is detente and the desire for detente which are
today the predominant features.

126. For the first time, international detente has
gone beyond good whishes and verbal assurances.
It is a term that has now found a place for itself in
the political vocabulary precisely because it is backed
by some very real content-the positive changes in
reality itself. From the vantage point of recent years
one can distinctly see how much has been done in
this respect.

127. Through joint efforts by many States it has
become possible to reduce the risk of armed conflict
between the two social systems. But of special signif­
icance are the well-known agreements of 1972-1974
between the Soviet Union and the United States
of America. This applies above all to the Agree­
ment on the Prevention of Nuclear War." The two
major Powers undertook to make efforts to preclude
entirely the risk of military conflict. including that
involving nuclear weapons, between the Soviet
Union and the United States, or between either of
the parties and other States. At the same time, they
agreed to refrain from the use of force against each
other and against other countries in circumstances
which may endanger international peace and security.

128. Not long ago there was bitter fighting in Indo­
China. in the Middle East, and in South Asia. And
these were not the only areas where events took a
dangerous turn. Now several international conflicts
have. to a certain extent. been channelled in the
direction of political settlement.

129. It is well known that on more than one occa­
sion tensions in Europe have risen to an alarming
level. There were no military clashes. but if the total
damage inflicted by the "cold war" and its tensions
is estimated. it will prove enormous from all stand­
points. Nowadays the political development of the
European continent is ever more steadily taking a
different course. Not only have acute problems of
the territorial and political arrangements arising
out of the Second World War been solved there.
but also prospects for a safer. peaceful future for
Europe have been opened up.

130. Alongside this there is anoth~r major asse.t of
dhen/e-the development of bilateral relations
between States with different social systems. In
the past too there were periods when it was impos-

important questions that are before the Assembly
at this session.

118. My words are a message of brotherhood
towards all nations and they express in brief the
feeling of the people of Argentina which, with its
willingness to serve, endeavours to contribute with
what is best in itself so that by achieving spiritual
and material progress for every human being we
will give effect to our aspiration to build a better
world.

1/9. Mr. GROMYKO (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (interpretation from Russian): Mr. Pres­
ident. on behalf of the Soviet delegation, I should
like to congratulate you upon your election to the
important post of President of the twenty-ninth
session of the General Assembly. I should like to
wish you success in the fulfilment of this important
task. The unanimity with which you were elected
once again demonstrates the respect which is en­
joyed internationally by your country. the Algerian
People's Democratic Republic.

120. No session of the General Assembly is the
same as the previous one, nor is the world situation
against the background of which they convene the
same. This is particularly noticeable against the
swiftly changing background of events in recent
years. What does remain unchanged, however, is
the criterion that the United Nations and each of
its Members must be guided by at all times and in
all things-namely. concern for the maintenance of
international peace and security. It is against this
fundamental criterion that the activities of the United
Nations and the practical actions of States in the
international arena should be measured.

121. With regard to the Soviet Union, we throw
onto the scales of peace the entire influence of our
State. the whole authority of our policy. This has
always been the case and it will continue to be. Those
who are earnestly seeking for ways to establish and
consolidate peaceful relations and to settle disputed
problems around the negotiating table can defi­
nitely count on the reliable co-operation of the Soviet
Union.

122. For more than half a century our country has
consistently pursued a policy of peace. a policy of
rebuffing aggression and safeguarding the rights of
peoples. as that policy was formulated by Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin. In present-day conditions too the strug­
gle for peace means for us not just an abstract category
but a matter of concrete efforts to give practical effect
to the foreign policy guidelines laid down by the
Twenty-Fourth Congress of the Communist Party.of
the Soviet Union. It is the expression of the Soviet
people's will for peace and uncompromising deter­
mination to make it stronger.

123. Implementation of the Congress's decisions
-the Programme of Peace and Co-ope ration-has
already yielded tangible results in the improvement
of the international situation. This is clear to any
impartial observer. It is equally clear that the current
positive changes are to everyone's benefit. Indeed.
if there is an area where the fundamental interests
of all nations. without exception. do converge. that
is the maintenance of peace.
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sible to organize business-like co-operation between
them. But the experience of decades has shown
us that that was rather the exception than the rule.
Now peaceful co-existence is increasingly becoming
the law of contemporary life. And the very nature
of these relations is changing in many ways as they
become steeped in the spirit of peaceful co-operation.

131. Finally, it was precisely detente that put on the
agenda-the question of restructuring economic rela­
tions in the world. The point of this was to eliminate
inequality arid discrimination, and to ensure in prac­
tice the sovereign right of States to dispose of their
natural resources. The sixth special session of the
General Assembly called severely to task those who
for centuries have been exploiting the labour and
resources of others, and indicated ways of eliminating
economic oppression. The Soviet Union supports
the just demands of the developing countries.

132. On the whole, it can be stated with confidence
that international events are now taking a course
closer to peace. However, one should also see one
other thing clearly: the movement towards peace
does not always follow a straight line, and difficulties
along this road will not necessarily decrease with
each passing year. In a certain sense the problems
which have to be dealt with today are not simpler
but perhaps even more complicated than those of

. yesterday. And there is more to it than just objective
causes.

133. In the final analysis, the solution of the accu­
mulated problems is hampered by the deliberate
opposition of those forces whose interests are asso­
ciated with policies contrary to the policy of detente.
A closer look will reveal behind each instance of
aggravation-whether caused by encroachments on
the freedom and independence of nations, by the
stepping-up of the arms race, or by attempts to test
the durability of existing international treaties-the
overt or covert activities of those forces. And when
at times you hear people say that detente is a purely
temporary phenomenon or allege that it has exhausted
itself, you can recognize without fail from what quarter
these statements come.

134. The Soviet Union counters them with its own
motto, which is not to slacken efforts to ensure that
the healthy processes which have now been em­
barked upon should become irreversible and consol­
idated. As the General Secretary of the Central Corn­
mittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
Leonid I. Brezhnev, stressed recently, "If you want
peace, pursue a policy of peace and struggle for
that policy". We are convinced that in our time the
complete elimination of the threat of war is feasible
-albeit not close at hand-provided active and per­
sistent efforts are made to that end.

J35. The fact that the world is still far from what
the peoples would like it to be is demonstrated by
the tragedy which has afflicted the Republic of Cyprus.
Some may have the impression that this is an event
of local significance. The Soviet Union takes a dif­
ferent view.

136. Before the eyes of the world the force of arms
[s being used ruthlessly to trample on the indepen­
dence and territorial integrity of a sovereign Member
State of the United Nations, a participant in the

non-aligned movement. The fact that this is a small
country presents developments in a special light.
Another hotbed of tension has appeared in the east­
ern Mediterranean, and unless urgent measures
are taken no one can guarantee that the situation
will not deteriorate even further.

137. From the very beginning the Soviet Union
came out in defence of the inalienable rights of the
State of Cyprus. It has been resolutely calling for
an end to outside interference in the affairs of Cyprus,
for the withdrawal of foreign troops from its soil.
for the restoration of constitutional order, and for
the Cypriots to be given a chance to decide their
destiny for themselves. That is the only way radi­
cally to remove the tension. The demand that. the
Charter of the United Nations be observed should
not be an empty phrase-as those responsible for
events in Cyprus would like to see it. It must be
complied with in the case of the Cyprus tragedy too.

138. The Cyprus problem must be brought out of
the impasse resulting from attempts of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO] to solve it
in camera, in political darkness, and in the narrow
interests of militarist circles. This purpose-that is,
a just solution to the Cyprus problem-is promoted
by the Soviet Union's proposal to convene an inter­
national conference on Cyprus within the framework
of the United Nations." The decisions of such a con­
ference. adopted with the direct participation of
representatives of the Republic of Cyprus and aimed
at ensuring the country's independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity, could be effectively guar­
anteed by the States permanent members of the
Security Council, for, under the Charter of the
United Nations, it is precisely they who are en­
trusted with special responsibility for maintaining
international peace and security.

139. lndo-China is situated on the other side of the
planet, and the situation there is different. But the
underlying reasons why the guns are still firing and
blood is still flowing in some parts of the region are
the same as in Cyprus. It is all due to the stubborn
reluctance of foreign-backed reactionary forces
to respect the legitimate rights of the peoples.

140. To bring to a conclusion the political settle­
ment in Viet Nam it is necessary, in the first place.
to make the Saigon regime give up its military prov­
ocations and attempts to undermine the Paris agree­
ments on Viet Narn. Strict observance of these
agreements by all parties is an indispensable condi­
tion for the normalization of the situation. As for
Cambodia, its problems must be solved by the Cam­
bodians themselves, in accordance with their na­
tional interests and without any outside interference.
The positive results of agreements reached in Laos
should also be consolidated.

J4l. The comprehensive assistance and support
given by the Soviet Union and other States of the
Socialist community to the Vietnamese people
have helped them to achieve victory in the long and
heroic struggle against aggression. The Soviet Union
will continue to support the Vietnamese people
in peacetime too. The aspirations of the patriotic
forces of lndo-China to freedom and independence
will always be met with our understanding and soli­
darity.
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142. For almost 30 years now the Middle East
has been in a state of fever. Over this period wars
have broken out there time and time again. In fact,
the last one was only a year ago. This should be enough
to convince anyone that the Middle East problem
must be solved and solved justly, with the interests
ofall the peoples of the region being taken into account.

143. What does that imply? First of all, the with­
drawal of Israeli forces from all-I stress, from all­
the Arab lands seized by them in 1967 and the assur­
ance of the legitimate national rights of the Arab
people of Palestine. Otherwise there can be no stable
peace in the Middle East. It does not need a prophet
to foresee a new flare-up of hostilities if the Middle
East settlement is reduced to half-measures, no matter
how-well advertised they may be.
144. There are increasing signs that Israel regards
the disengagement of forces on Sinai and the Golan
Heights not as the first step towards a general settle­
ment-which is what it should be-but as a ma­
noeuvre intended to freeze the situation. The clear
unwillingness to leave the occupied Arab territories
and, moreover, a desire to consolidate Israel's hold
on them are quite evident. What other explanation
can there be for the militarist intoxication which
has again overcome Israel and for the attempts to
exert military pressure on the Arab States? Unless
this stops, the disengagement of troops may prove
to be a mere regrouping offorces prior to a newclash.

145. The Soviet Union believes that there must
be no delay in implementing measures leading to a
political settlement in the Middle East, and this
means prompt resumption of the Geneva Peace
Conference on the Middle East, the most appropriate
forum for considering the Middle East problem in
all its complex totality and for finding solutions sat­
isfactory to the parties involved in the conflict. Nat­
urally, this fully applies also to the Arab people of
Palestine, whose representatives must take their
rightful place at the conference.

146. We believe that the time has surely come to
address ourselves earnestly to the problem of Pales­
tine. A wider approach is required here, which would
open the way to ensuring not only in words but in
deeds the legitimate national rights of the Arab p~o­
pie of Palestine, and that is why we favoured in­
cluding the question of Palestine on the agenda of
this session of the General Assembly as a separate
item.

147. There are some who try to represent the So­
viet Union's position as one-sided and o~ly serving
the interests of the Arab States. Yes, Indeed, we
do support and will continue to support the legitimate
demands of the Arabs. But it would be wrong to see
only this particular aspect in our position. When we
insist that territories acquired by force should not
become a prize for aggression, the implicatio~s of
our demand go well beyond the limits. of ~he MIddle
East. It reflects intolerance of aggression m general.
What this involves therefore, is a major interna­
tional principle and the question of consistency in
policy.

148. Furthermore, the Soviet Union is in favour of
Israel's existence and development as an indepen­
dent sovereign State. We have said so many times

and we affirm it once again. Real, not illusory, pro­
gress towards a Middle East settlement will create
prerequisites for the development of relations be­
tween the Soviet Union and all the States of the
Middle East, including Israel.

149. The scope of the policy of peace and detente
is broad. It is important not to lose momentum in
any field and, above all, wherever serious work has
already begun to build more stable relations between
States on the basis of the observance of the prin­
ciples of peaceful coexistence.

150. In this context, the Soviet Union attaches
primary importance to the successful conclusion
of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe. This is question number one in European
political life today. An objective assessment of what
has already been done at the Conference prompts
the conclusion that, on the whole, the results are
impressive.

151. Has anyone ever before succeeded in jointly
elaborating practical standards of peaceful rela­
tions among States in Europe, in particular, on ques­
tions which have hitherto seemed insoluble? Until
now nothing of this kind has been seen, at least on
such a scale. Today, this work is proceeding suc­
cessfully. Several important principles have been
formulated in detail as specifically applicable to
Europe. The arrival at generally acceptable deci­
sions on them, on the basis of a reasonable balance
of interests of the parties, is not a routine phenom­
enon. Not all the participants in the Conference
rely, even in their bilateral relations, on such a solid
foundation as the one which is now being laid for
an all-European agreement.

152. It has also proved possible to reach agree­
ment on a wide range of questions relating to co­
operation among States in the most" varied fields:
from trade and economics to culture; from the protec­
tion of the environment to the extension of human
contacts and exchanges of information. Experience
has shown that such questions can be settled if they
are viewed in direct proportion to the main problem
of ensuring peace in Europe, and if the principle
of non-interference in internal affairs is strictly
adhered to.
153. The Soviet Union is convinced that there is
an opportunity to conclude the ~?nfer~nce ~t an
early date by adopting weighty declslo~s In the inter­
ests of security in Europe. In saying this we not only
properly appreciate the collective work that ~as
already been done; we a!so proceed. from the prermse
that solutions to the still outstanding problems can
be found, if all the participants display the necessary
political will and realism.

154. Naturally, it would not be right to expect the
Conference to settle at one fell swoop all the ques­
tions accumulated over the long years of, te~sion and
mistrust. But it is equal to the task of achieving agree­
ments. on crucial problems which can determine a
stable peaceful development in Europe for the fore­
seeable future. It will also be easier to tackle other
outstanding issues in the atmosphere of detente.

155. The Soviet Union will continue to do every­
thing to ensure the complete success of the Co~­
ference. We trust that our Western partners Will
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also take a constructive approach to this task. It
is in the interests of the peoples of Europe, -and not
just of Europe alone, to work to bring nearer the
day when agreements designed to legitimize peace
and co-operation on the scale of an entire continent
can be signed at the highest level.

156. It is also important to achieve results at the
Vienna Talks on the Mutual Reduction of Forces
and Armaments and Associated Measures in Central
Europe. The key to this is strict observance by all
of the rule of undiminished security for each side.
Agreement on the questions under discussion
would in practice supplement political detente in
Europe With military detente.

157. The conversion into a practical proposition
of the idea of consolidating peace in Asia through
the joint efforts of States should not, in our opinion,
be a matter for the distant future. No doubt, the
situation there remains complex. There is no small
number of trouble spots, conflicts and international
disputes on the continent of Asia.

158. Political thought in Asia, too, is switching
more and more to the search for ways of securing
peace and stability. And surely this is demonstrated
by the efforts of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh
to normalize relations on the Hindustan Peninsula,
or by the idea of converting the Indian Ocean into
a zone of peace.

159. We note with satisfaction the growing inter­
est in the Soviet Union's initiative concerning the
establishment of a collective security system in Asia.
More and more States in Asia are supporting it. The
Soviet-Iridian Declaration signed as a result of the
visit of Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev to India in November
1973 contains important principles which can serve
as a basis for the development of an effective system
of relations between States in Asia.

]60. The establishment of peace and co-operation
in Asia meets the fundamental interests of all the
Asian people. The achievement oftbis goal is a matter
which concerns every country of that continent.

161. The agenda of this session includes an item
which has a direct bearing on the improvement of
the situation in Asia. This is the proposal by 34 States,
including the Soviet Union, on the withdrawal of
all foreign troops stationed in South Korea under
the flag of the United Nations [A!9703 and Add./-3].
The presence of those troops, which have now been
there for more than two decades, represents a source
of constant military and political tension in the Ko­
rean Peninsula. Their presence is still more inap­
propriate under present conditions when, on the
initiative of the Korean People's Democratic Re­
public, efforts are being made to bring about the
peaceful reunification of Korea.

162. If we analyse the reasons which have so often
caused acute tensions in the world, and which even
now frequently lead to dangerous situations, we shall
easily see that in many cases this was the result of
the armaments race. It is indeed a fact that imme­
diately after the Second World War some States
embarked upon a course of building up armaments
and setting up military bases on foreign. territories,
thus making the creation of tensions and sabre­
rattling their policy. It is a secret to no one that it

was precisely that policy of theirs which at times
brought the world to a very dangerous brink.

163, How many speeches have been made on dis­
armament and the cessation of the arms race in the
last 25 years? Probably no other problem has absorbed
the attenti?n of statesmen and public figures to such
an extent In the post-war period. And this is under­
standable. Stable and lasting peace is incompatible
with the arms race. They are antipodes. One cannot
seriously think of eliminating the threat of war while
at the same time increasing military budgets and
endlessly building up armaments.

164. Facts must be faced. So far it has not proved
possible to stop the arms race. Furthermore, today
the arms race absorbs more money than ten or twenty
years ago. It has been estimated that the world an­
nually burns in the furnace of armaments over
$250,000 million. This is more than the entire na-·
tional income of the developing States of Asia and
Africa. One can only imagine what benefits these
resources could yield if they were used for peaceful
purposes, for development, to combat hunger, pov­
erty and disease.

165. No Government-at least openly-declares
that it favours the arms race. Nevertheless, arms
are accumulating. For three months every year
appeals to end the arms race are heard at the session
of the General Assembly of the United Nations.
But the arms race continues. Ever more and newer
papers and resolutions on disarmament are filling
the archives of the United Nations. But disarm­
ament still does not manage to overcome its inertia.
Conveyor belts keep on moving inexorably, turning
out new consignments of destructive weapons.

166. And so a paradoxical situation develops. The
peace movement has never had such momentum
as it enjoys today, and never has the world produced
such quantities of arms as it does today. On the one
hand, there is the longing for peace on the part of
hundreds of millions of people who realize the grim
danger of the arms race, but, on the other hand, there
is the increasing avalanche of armaments.

167. What is the matter? Maybe some forces which
have got out of human control are at work? Certainly
not. The reason is policy. And if it is policy, well,
one may ask, whose policy?

168. If it all depended on the socialist countries,
the arms race would have been eliminated long ago.
No one has tabled more concrete proposals on dis­
armament than they. Ever since the non-aligned
countries moved into the forefront of international
affairs they too have been actively working in favour
of disarmament. Voices of reason are to be heard
in other countries too, and they resound with ever
greater confidence both in parliaments and in broad
public circles.

169. Military-industrial circles that profit from
the arms race oppose its cessation. Those politicians
who are linked with these circles have long since
placed their narrow interests above the aspirations
of the peoples. The influence of these circles has had
a telling effect on all disarmament negotiations,
including those in the General Assembly and the
Security Council.
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170. .The ar!Jls race ~ffects all States, even those
not dlr~ctly Involved 10 it. All the peoples of the
world live under one and the same roof. The risks
posed by the unrestrained build-up of armaments
are a danger to all. On the other hand, is there any
country In the world whose economy is not affected,
one way or another, by the burden of armaments?
Everyone. here could adduce numerous examples in
confirmation of the correctness of this argument.

17I. Furthermore, recently economic upheavals
which have been affecting many States have in~
cre.ase~ in !ntensity and increasingly affe~t the rna­
terial situation of people. Statesmen and economists
are r~cking their b.rains over t~e causes underlying
all this, But there IS one undeniable conclusion that
i~ borne out ev~ry day and every hour: the aggrava­
non of economrc problems is largely connected with
the rising scale of the arms race and with soaring
military expenditures.

172. But if the disarmament problem affects every­
one, then the solution to the problem should be sought
jointly by all States.

173. The main thing here is not just to mark time
hiding behind arguments about the complexity of
the problem. If right now it cannot be solved at one
stroke, solutions should be sought for individual
aspects so that this should lead at least step by step
to the ultimate goal of disarmament, and in effect,
such an approach has already been tried out in re­
cent years and has justified itself.

174. As positive changes make their way in the
world, so objective prerequisites for finding real
agreements in the sphere of disarmament improve.
It is noteworthy that the largest number of agree­
ments of this kind have been reached in the last few
years. Although they do not reverse the arms race,
they do curb it in a whole series of ways.

175. In one case, this takes the form of limiting
further perfection of nuclear weapons and the crea­
tion of their new destructive models. The Treaty
Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere,
in Outer Space and under Water, signed in Moscow
on 5 August 1963, has been serving this end well for
over a decade now.
176. The same objective is served by the Treaty
between the Soviet Union and the United States
of 3 July 1974, whereby both countries have under­
taken to stop, as of 31 March 1976, underground
testing of nuclear weapons with the most powerful
nuclear charges and also to limit underground nu­
clear test explosions in general. The Soviet Union
will strive to see to it that the prohibition of nuclear
weapon tests eventually becomes comprehensive
and universal. .

177. In another case, it takes the form of a limit
on the territorial spread of armaments. Such is the
purport of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, which has proved its effective­
ness. We are in favour of making full use of the pos­
sibilities inherent in that Treaty and of increasing
the number of States parties to it. The objective is
to make this Treaty universal.
178. A number of agreements exclude the sea-bed
and the ocean floor, outer space and celestial bodies
from the sphere of possible emplacement of nuclear
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195. The solution of such complex and urgent
proble?'ls as those of energy and food, which are
attr~ctmg much attention, particularly in the United
Nations, should also be sought on the path of peace
a~d co-operation, of strict observance of the prin­
ciples of equality and sovereignty and of the right
of States to dispose of their natural'resources.

196. The number of young States Members of
the United Nations has increased at this session
of the General Assembly. We should like to express
our particular satisfaction at the fact that the Peo­
ple's Republic of Bangladesh has become a full Mem­
ber of the United Nations and that thus an end has
been put to an injustice with regard to that major
Asian State.

197. The Soviet Union, which was one of the first
countries to establish diplomatic relations with the
Republic of Guinea-Bissau welcomes that State's
~dmission to the United N~tions with great satisfac­
tion. The Soviet Union also welcomes the admission
to the United Nations of the newly independent
State of Grenada. Soon to come is the proclama·

could be secured through the adoption by each State, attitudes towards this proposal act as a kind of lit-
in accordance with its constitutional processes, of mus paper revealing the intentions of States regarding
appropriate measures to prohibit activities contrary acute present-day problems.
to the convention and through consultations and 191. The further development of bilateral relations
co-operation among States, notably within the frame- between States based on the principles of peaceful
work of the United Nations. coexistence is a vast and far from exhausted reserve
186. The conclusion of such a convention would for deepening detente. On this basis our country
prevent the emergence of new means of warfare is prepared to establish and expand not just normal
and, at the same time, would facilitate the solution but, where possible, friendly relations with all States
of a problem common to all mankind-the protec- sharing this approach. This has been and remains
tion of the environment. We trust that all the partic- one of the most important lines of the Soviet Union's
ipants in the Assembly will fully appreciate the uni- foreign policy.
versal significance of this important initiative and 192. It is our desire to see the consolidation of all
treat this proposal accordingly. The Soviet Union the positive results that have been achieved so far
and the socialist countries as a whole seek to gain in our relations with leading capitalist States on the
.nothing from this. We have made this proposal be- basis of fruitful efforts on both sides. We' want to
cause it is in the interests of all States, all peoples move ahead and make these relations stable. In this
and the whole world. context, the statements by the new leaders of the
187. In its attitude in the United Nations, the So- United States, France and the Federal Republic of
viet Union proceeds on the assumption that the Germany about their intentions to continue to move
Organization can and must play an important part towards detente and co-operation have been met in

the Soviet Union with satisfaction.in developing and consolidating the positive pro-
cesses characteristic of the present-day world situa- 193. Today economic, scientific and technological
tion. We have quite a number of useful resolutions links assume an increasingly large role in relations
to our credit aimed at strengthening international between States with different social systems. If
peace. Now, everything depends on their being co-operation in' these fields is built on respect for
consistently implemented. the principles of equality and non-interference, it

will not only be mutually advantageous but will also
188. In this regard, I should like to refer especially promote the establishment of a material basis of
to some resolutions adopted by the United Nations sorts for durable peace and good neighbourliness.
over the last two or three years by a large majority
of votes. In the first place, I have in mind the one 194. We value highly the good and, in some in-
on the prohibition of the use of force in international stances, close relations which have been established
relations and the permanent prohibition of the use between the Soviet Union and many developing
of nuclear weapons [resolution 2936 (XXVII)). This countries. The countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
is an Assembly decision of fundamental importance. America which have embarked upon the road of
It must acquire binding force for all States and, in this national independence and the consolidation of
regard, the Security Council has an important role. economic independence can continue to rely firmly

on our support. We were in at the source of their
189. One cannot say that the General Assembly struggle against colonialism, and at each and every
resolution on the convening of a world disarmament stage of it we have supported and will continue to
conference [resolution 2833 (XXVI)] has not been support the developing States in word and in deed.
followed up. An Ad Hoc Committee on the World That is our line of principle, and we shall not deviate
Disarmament Conference [resolution 3183 (XXVIII)] from it.
has even been set up, in which, among other States,
!hree nuclear Powers are participating. However
In fact! the question is not really being dealt with:
It IS tlm~ for the Committee to proceed, in close
co-operation with the nuclear Powers, to prepare
concrete reco",!mendations on the practical aspects
of th~ c?nvocatlon of that conference. The boycotting
of this Important measure by several States is con­
trary to the clearly expressed desire of the over­
whelming majority of States Members of the United
Nations. We regard it as a challenge to the world
Organization.

.190. Through ~o fault of the Soviet Union, there
IS delay m th~ Implementation of such a commonly
useful enterprise as that of the reduction of the mili­
tary budgets of the States permanent members of
t~e Security Council by 10 per cent and the utiliza­
tlO~ of part of the funds thus saved to provide
asslstanc~ to developing countries. This example
belongs In the same category. This action would
~ave a double effect: it would promote the limita­
tIon. ?f the ar?'ls race and, at the same time, provide
additional assistance to States that need it most. The

V

il
g
e
11

a
b
S



2240th meeting 24 September 1974 115

tion of the national independence of Mozambique
Th.e c~rrent attempts to frustrate the process of decol~
oruzanon that has begun in that country must be
most resolutely rebuffed. That of course applies
equally an? fully to Angola. That will, indeed, be
the crowning moment of the armed phase of the
struggle for national liberation of the former Portu­
guese colonies. and will provide even further evi­
dence of the irresistible march of social progress.

198. :fhe ~ear that has passed since the Fascist
coup In Chtle has revealed the great depth of the
!ragedy that has befallen the Chilean people. But
It has also demonstrated that endless terror and the
suppression of elementary human rights cannot
break the will of the people of Chile for a free and
independent life. The bloody deeds of the junta are
i~ glaring contradiction with the lofty human prin­
ciples and purposes of the United Nations, and are
a challenge to human honour and decency. It is no
accident that the junta in fact remains in a state of
international isolation.

199. The struggle for national independence and
economic liberation and for the elimination of the
vestiges of !he ~ol~nial system has been scoring
Impl:esslve victories In recent years. But that strug­
gle IS by no means ended. The manifestations of
economic oppression and inequality and the fact
that there are still dark blemishes of colonialism.
apartheid and racial discrimination on earth cannot
be tolerated. Until they disappear. the peace-loving
States and the United Nations as a whole cannot
slacken their efforts to eradicate them.

200. It is always necessary to identify the most
topical issues among the great variety of problems
posed by the course of world developments. At any
given moment. the efforts of States striving to achieve
the strengthening of peace should be concentrated
precisely upon them. It is the opinion of the Soviet
Union that some of the high-priority tasks of today
are the following:

-to proceed in practical terms to a Cyprus settle­
ment; stop the violence against that country and
its people; secure respect for the sovereignty,
independence and territorial integrity of that State
and, for those purposes, convene a representative
international conference on Cyprus within the
framework of the United Nations;

-to resume as a matter of urgency the work of
the Geneva Peace Conference on the Middle East
to solve questions concerning the establishment
of a just and durable peace in that area;

-to complete the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe at an early date by adopting,
at the highest level, decisions ensuring a peace­
ful future for Europe;

-tu achieve specific agreements in the Soviet­
American Strategic Arms Limitation Talks, in the
multilateral negotiations on the reduction of armed
forces and armaments in Central Europe, and in
the Committee on Disarmament;

-to take measures to implement the decisions
of the sixth special session of the General As­
sembly on strengthening the economic indepen­
dence of developing States.

2.01. No one would venture to claim that the solu­
non of all those problems, and of others to which
we have drawn the attention of this Assembly, is
an ~asy task. But their solution is necessary and
feasible, and all States really interested in developing
peaceful and reasonable forms of international inter­
co~rse should work towards that end. The Soviet
Union will be unstinting in its efforts to promote
the establishment of durable and lasting peace on
earth.

202. Mr. CALLAGHAN (United Kingdom):
Mr. President, I thank you for calling upon me at
this late hour when the prospect of lunch must be
so much more alluring than the thought of another
indigestible speech. I can only undertake that I shall
not be over-long or take too much of your time.

203. I must, however, begin by offering the con­
gratulations of the United Kingdom to you. Mr. Pres­
ident. on your election to the presidency of the As­
sembly. especially as your country has played such
~ large and important role in the work of the Organ­
izanon, and we are all looking forward to a period
of constructive work under your guidance.

204. Like others who have spoken, we also wel­
come two new Members from the Commonwealth
-Bangladesh and Grenada-as well as Guinea­
Bissau, the latest country to achieve its independence.

205. This is the first time J have had the honour
of addressing the Assembly-and I regret it will not
be possible for me to stay after lunchtime. [ must
invoke the newcomer's privilege of making some
remarks, with your permission. about our hopes
and aspirations for this Organization.

206. I start by giving an assurance that it is the firm
policy of my Government to give all possible support
to the United Nations. We do so because we believe
that this body is the best forum in which to come
to grips with many of the daunting problems that
face mankind.

207. It should not need an energy crisis, a popula­
tion crisis, a raw-material crisis, to tell us that the
world is shrinking and making us more interdepen­
dent. These are by now the cliches of our perora­
tions; we no longer need to prove the point. Yet
when action is needed we still do not behave as
though we believe it. To say this implies no criticism
of this Organization itself.

208. Too often we use the United Nations as a
whipping-boy for our own inability to act in concert
in response to a common problem. The weaknesses
in international co-operation which exist today are
not United Nations weaknesses. The responsibility
rests with us, the Member nations, that have willed
that the United Nations should work on the basis
of the lowest common denominator of agreement
between the Member Slates. This negative con­
sensus-for that is what it is-sometimes means
little more than a wafer-thin formula to paper over
our differences without any real meeting of minds.
Such a consensus cannot be construed as universal
approval. Indeed, because it happens in this way,
there are occasions when the words in which we
express this negative consensus have no chance
of being translated into action because the action
proposed does not correspond with realities.
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209. What we need in order to be able to act togeth­
er is positive consensus: a determined effort to reach
common ground and an equal determination to wo~k
together to overcome the political and economic
threats to our peoples.
210. I do not underestimate the difficulties. Our
interests are as varied as the nations we represent.
But in the past, diverse nations have successfully
sunk their differences and combined to face a com­
mon enemy. We face common enemies today: infla­
tion, recession and poverty. Let us unite to defeat
them.

211. But if we are to achieve this positive con­
sensus for which I ask, we need not only sound pol­
icies; we need the attitude of mind expressed by
the then Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Ger­
many, Willy Brandt, when he spoke to this Assem­
bly at the twenty-eighth session and said:

" ... we have not come here to use the United
Nations as a wailing-wall ... or to make claims
we know cannot be met here in any case. Rather
have we come to assume our share in the respon­
sibility for world affairs on the basis of our con­
victions and within the framework of our possi­
bilities" [2/28th meeting, para. 6].

It is in that spirit that the United Kingdom Govern­
ment is determined to bring to this Assembly the
political will to make a responsible contribution
to solving the problems before us. This will be the
evidence of our pledge of support.

212. Before I came here I took the precaution of
reading the deliberations of the preceding session of
the General Assembly. In many speeches then-as
indeed is the case of speeches on this occasion-the
recurring theme was the progress of detente, Mr. Kis­
singer referred then [2/24tl1 meeting] to a commonality
of interests between the United States and the Soviet
Union in establishing a broad. web of constructive
relationships. Mr. Gromyko said [2/26th meeting]
-and he referred to it again today-that we had
achieved a shift from an extended period of tension
in the world to business-like co-operation. He knows
and the Soviet Union knows that since I assumed
my present office it has been my firm desire that
the United Kingdom should play a full and positive
part in fostering such "business-like co-operation"
in our bilateral contacts.

213. On the level of multilateral negotiations, the
talks in the Conference on Security and Co-opera­
tion in Europe and about mutual and balanced force
reductions have been moving, to put it politely, at
a very slow pace. I hope we can shift both sets of
talks into a higher gear so that we can report some
positive results before this Assembly meets next.

214. The talks in the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe in particular are-given
sufficient good will and understanding for the con­
cerns and interests of all the participants-ripe for
an early conclusion. We have always recognized
that the talks on mutual and balanced force reduc­
tions would be much more complex and long-term.
But our aim in both sets of negotiations should be

.the same, to achieve in Europe an order which would
allow our people to live in security and eo-opera-

tion and at the same time reduce the crippling burden
of arms spending.
215. It would be a triumph indeed if Europe, which
too often in this century has been the centre of inhu­
manity and senseless conflict, could set the pattern
for a new order of international relations free of war
and the threat of war. Fortunately, it is some years
since the threat of war between East and West was
a major preoccupation of the United Nations; but
the complex of new and interrelated problems are
in their different ways as serious a threat to us all.

216. This transfer of our attention has, of course,
been brought about by massive and unprecedented
increases in the price of oil. On the surface-but
only on the surface-it might appear that there is a
natural difference of interest between those coun­
tries which would like to see oil prices reduced and
those which wish to keep them at their present levels
or indeed to increase them. That is not so. It is in the
interests of both producer and consumer alike that
the prices of commodities and of manufactured goods
should not chase each other upwards in a never­
ending spiral.
217. In the meantime, even if, as we hope, prices
will not remain at their present peak, we have to
face the problem of how to adapt the world's mone­
tary and economic systems to accommodate the
vast oil revenues now accruing to certain countries
-some of which cannot immediately absorb them.

218. The objective is clear and quite straightfor­
ward. It is to marry the revenue of the oil-producing
countries with the' technology of the developed coun­
tries, so that the increased production and world
trade which would result from such a marriage would
be used primarily to benefit the developing countries
of the world which need them most. Our know­
ledge of international monetary mechanisms is suffi­
ciently advanced to enable us to do this and to do it
in a way that would be fair both to the oil-producing
countries themselves and to those that need the
resources. New techniques will be required, but it
is by no means impossible to create them if there
is the political will and an understanding of the
problem.

219. The unprecedented world-wide economic
boom of recent years led to higher commodity prices
prior to the recent increases in world oil prices. In
turn these higher prices for raw materials found
their way into the price of manufactured goods. and
the resulting inflation coincided with a period in
which the Bretton Woods system for controlling
international monetary relationships fell into disar­
ray. Collective action is now urgent if we are to
ensure that the large surplus oil funds are used con­
structively to maintain demand and the level of world
trade, because inevitably the surpluses of the oil
producers are matched by deficits on the part of the
consumers.

220. In our view it will be an error which will have
global consequences if the oil consumers try indi­
vidually to eliminate their oil-induced deficits in
advance of international agreement on the disposal
and investment of the oil producers. That way lies
general recession, increasing poverty and social
unrest The surplus must be taken into account.
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221. My own Government's belief is that if coun­
tries eliminate too hastily that part of their deficit
that arises from oil purchases, that will have a snow­
ball effect and will add to the serious risks of world
recession. So our hope is that all major oil-consuming
countries will abjure beggar-my-neighbour policies.

222. Of course, the question then arises. How
are we going to finance such deficits? The world
has been fortunate so far. The existing market mech­
anisms have borne the main burden. There have
been bilateral deals between oil producers and def­
icit countries. But some countries, both in the devel­
oping and in the industrialized categories, cannot
raise funds on the markets; and even if they could
they would be unable to pay the present high interest
rates. Not enough has been done to help them.

223. The Managing Director of IMF has raised
over $3,000 million for the so-called oil facility. ~t

is working well; but it is a small first step when It
is measured against the magnitude of the problem.
Other funds, from cheaper sources, are also needed
quickly, to help those countries whose economies
have been hardest hit by the rise in oil prices.

224. The Secretary-General made a prompt appeal
for contributions to his emergency operation to help
the hardest hit, and the European Community has
offered to contribute up to $500 million. I hope that
contribution will be made quickly and that other
potential donors will act so that we can get this emer­
gency operation off the ground while we work ?ut
and negotiate the longer-term arrangements which
are necessary. Such arrangements, J emphasize
again, will need to be on a much bigger scale than
anything we have contemplated so far.

225. The United Kingdom will continue to urge
co-operative action to fight bot.h recession and i.nfla­
tion. We do so because we believe that international
action is as necessary as domestic action to avoid
the twin evils of unemployment and soaring prices
for our people.

226. It is clear to us that the well-being of our peo­
ple depends more than ever before on the actions
of other countries as well as our own. So the message
which this Assembly should send to the world is
really the old one yet again: we must live together
as good neighbours, making certain that in putting
our own houses in order we do not make life harder
for others; we must live as good neighbours in the
sense that we are alive to the plight of those coun­
tries which have suffered most from recent develop­
ment and are taking action to help them.

227. If the present world economic and energy
problems present this Assembly with great diffi­
culties-as they do-elsewhere. in the political
sphere. I agree that some prospects are brighter.
I have already referred to the steady. if sedate. pro­
gress of detente. In Western Europe We have had
the immense satisfaction of seeing democracy and
human rights restored to Greece and Portugal, two
of the oldest and most respected nations of our con­
tinent. Nor have the consequences of this been con­
fined to Europe. The events in Portugal have had
a momentous impact on the continent of Africa, with
the decision by the new Portuguese Government
to grant independence to its African colonies.

228 I pay a tribute to the statesmanship of all the
leaders concerned who negotiated quickly and
smoothly the settlements in Guinea-Bissau and
Mozambique. We have all ~ad 1h~ pleasure of wel­
coming Guinea-Bissau to this session as a full ~e':!l'
ber of the United Nations. An event of equal signif­
icance has taken place in Mozambique, where t.he
new Provisional Government has been sworn In.
We warmly welcome the Lusaka Agreement be­
tween the Government of Portugal and the Frente
de Libertacao de Mocambique [FRELIMO] .. I be­
lieve that Agreement gives much hope for the future,
and my Government looks forward to the d.ay when
we shall welcome an independent Mozambique and
in due course Angola as members of the family of
the United Nations. .

229. We are naturally considering how ~hese de­
velopments will influence eve.nts 10 Rhod~s..~, where
Britain still has an outstanding responsibility. The
situation in that country has not yet been brought
satisfactorily under control. The .British Gov~rn­
ment is pursuing faithfully the policy of sancuons
against the Rhodesian regime. ":le shall adhere to
that policy. There can be no satisfactory settlement
without the agreement of the African people who
live in Rhodesia. It seems to us that the develop­
ments in Mozambique introduce new realities into
this situation, and we are actively examining all the
possibilities. My Government will seek to take ad­
vantage of any opportunity to achieve a settlement
which is in accordance with the needs and wishes
of all the people of Rhodesia.

230. Likewise in the Middle East there have been
some welcome developments. ] join in the admira­
tion we all feel for the great energy displayed by the
United States Secretary of State in achieving the
present measure of disengagement. But the lesson
from the past-and here I agree with what was said
by the previous speaker-is that jf we let the momen­
tum for peace slacken and drift into stalemate: t~at

is the surest guarantee of another war. Negotiating
is like riding a bicycle: if you stop pedalling you fall
off. That is the lesson we have to learn.

231. My visit to the region earlier this year con­
vinced me that we were in a period of opportunity
for a settlement of this problem. The opportunity
is still there. It will involve compromise, but there
are men of stature in all the countries involved who
could reach an agreement which would give peace,
security and justice to all the people of the area, and
we shall support the next round of talks to achieve
those ends.

232. Now I turn to the question of Cyprus. While
progress was being made in Europe, in Africa and
in the Middle East, a slow-burning fuse exploded
this summer in the island of Cyprus. It was a further
reminder, if we needed it, that conflict is inevitable
if long-standing grievances are left uncorrected and
neglected. But conflict is equally inevitable if one
set of grievances is removed only to be replaced
by others of equal intensity, That is what J fear may
happen in Cyprus. That is what we are working to
avoid.

233. [pay a tribute to the Secretary-General for
his untiring and constructi ve work throughout this
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crisis. It was a privilege for Britain to work so. close­
ly with the United Nations throughout this period.

234. I pay a tribute too, as I am sure we .all do, to
the work of the United Nations Peace-keeping Force
in Cyprus, and particularly to those gallant young
men from Austria, from Canada and from Denmar~,

as well as from my own country, .wh? gave t~elr
lives in the cause of peace while servmg m the United
Nations Force.

235 The actions of my own Government have
been determined throughout by our desire to respond
to the request by the United Nations as ex~ressed
in Security Council resolution 353 (1974) and In .later
resolutions. In the welter of argument that has existed
between other States and the accusations that have
been thrown at NATO, the British purpose has been
to serve the interests of the people of Cyprus-all
of them-and we shall continue to be ready to put
ourselves at their disposal and at the disposal of
this Organization in order to help if required.

236. The 1960 Treaty of Guarantee and the 1960
Constitution have both been shown to have sub­
stantial weaknesses. The problem therefore is how
are they to be adapted in order to give long-term
peace and stability to the people of the island? That
can only come from a settlement that is manifestly
just and that appears so to those concerned.

237. It is hopeful that both Greece and Turkey
have reaffirmed their commitment to a sovereign
and independent Cyprus-an opinion that we also
share. Long-term peace in the area depends on there
being no partition and no enosis , and against that
background it would be best if the people them­
selves who live in the island played a major part in
determining their own future. So we welcome the
beginning of talks between Mr. Clerides and Mr. Denk­
tac, even though these talks have been largely re­
stricted so far to humanitarian issues. We hope that
the talks can soon be widened to cover the polit­
ical issues that remain to be resolved.

238. So far, as will be clear already to this Assem­
bly, there is no agreement on the central question
as to whether there should be a federal system in the
Republic. Until that question is answered it is not
possible to proceed to further questions, such as the
limit of the areas that would exist under communal
administration or the powers of the central govern­
ment and of the autonomous regions respectively.
Nor would it be possible to proceed to another im­
portant question which still has to be tackled: the
reduction and withdrawal of armed forces and arma­
ments and other war material from the island. Be­
cause of the wide differences which exist between
the parties on these questions, progress in our view
towards a settlement can best be made for the mo­
ment by the continuation and encouragement of the
talks between Mr. Denktac and Mr. Clerides, who
represent the people whose future is at stake.

239. The British Government for its part would
be ready to assist at a later stage if and when it was
deemed helpful. But I agree with those who have
said already that the plight of the refugees is even
more immediate, and urgent action is needed to
alleviate their hardship before winter sets in. Britain
has already responded to the need both by the prac-

tical things we have done, by using our presence in
the island and by contributing, in addition, the SUms
of £500000 to the United Nations High Commis­
sioner f~r Refugees and £50,000 to the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

240. On the question of the British Sovereign Base
areas, I have taken note, Sir, o~ what you as Pres­
ident had to say [2233,.d meeting, para. 46], but
I add that at any rate at the moment those bases
have not been regarded by any of the parties to the
dispute as part of the Republic of Cyprus. Whatever
view some may take of them, they proved a haven
of peace for Greek and Turkish Cypriots alike during
the worst of the fighting and thousands from both
communities thankfully took refuge in them. The
bases have been used to keep open essential inter­
national communications with the island at a lime
when the only major airport there, at Nicosia, has
been out of use; and through these bases, and only
through them, could have flowed the substantial
and significant quantity of relief supplies.

241. We opened up the bases to all refugees to
respond to a real humanitarian need. We have been
ready and glad to supply food, shelter and medicine
without discrimination. These refugees should not
now be used 'as a political club with which to beat
us in order to get a particular solution. It would serve
their interests best-that is those of the refugees
themselves-if their future could be solved as a
result of the discussion of the refugee question as
a whole in the future talks that are to take place be­
tween Mr. Clerides and Mr. Denktac, We hope for
a constructive debate on this whole issue in the As­
sembly.

242. I listened with interest to the proposals of
Mr. Grornyko. We will consider them objectively
-all of them-as well as all other proposals that
are made in the course of this debate. We shall be
ready to play our full part in bringing peace and se­
curity to the people of the Republic.

243. The last 12 months have not removed any of
the world's trouble spots from the list of threats to
peace. The Middle East, Cyprus, Viet Nam are all
sadly with us.

244. While we can welcome the gradual progress
of the super-Powers in agreeing on some degree of
arms control, even this has been offset by the new
threats of nuclear proliferation. If this threat is not
to become a reality there is a need to widen and in­
crease the self-denying ordinances laid upon us for
the preservation of world peace. That peace, how­
ever imperfectly, has been preserved and the work
of this Organization has contributed to that end and
continues to be mankind's best hope. But, as Willy
Brandt reminded us so eloquently last year-and
I am proud to. quote his words again:

"Where hunger prevails, there can be no peace
in the long run ... Where a man's very existence
is threatened for want of basic daily needs, it is not
permissible to speak of security." [2J28th meeting,
para, 38]

245. We live in a world where peace, politics, eco­
nomics are all becoming more and more closely
interrelated. Many of the speeches in this debate
have already illustrated and will continue to illustrate
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I he need of the industrialized Western world for
ray, mtllcriab and commodities from tbe develop!ing
countries and tbe need or the developing countries
fur W'cll.lem Itchook)IY. The peos»e of tbe Indian
~lIhc(.lntincnl need the Brain crops 0( North America
and Europe if lbey are to survive. Whether men
and women in Ihe devdo,ped world are to have work
during thrs current winter will depend 10 a high degree
on the continuation of tbe now lle ("H from the Middle
LI"1.
24b I "ugC'!>1 IU )1l)U. Mr, President. and to the
representaliyes here assembled. I~t f':Om, all lJl;e~

\\ ;1111" comes a need to took al our mstnunons agam
.w-nol Ihe Charter il!lelf. 1 do not refer to that-but
\1.\ those bodies within the Uniled Nations family
.1lH.ll,llIlSidc 11. 10 see ,.r the)1 are renecling and matching
up 10 the wowing interdependence of tbe world.
"'hl"l of t hem "ere e~labtished in the post-war world
III \cq different circumstances.
2·:;. 1 !'i>n.ould like 10 see a study made of those
ill~tilulions deal'Il8 p,rimil.ril~1 with economic and
rmlOctlln .tffairs to see where I he)!' overlap. where
(here iU'~ pps between ibem. whether indeed .we
need some bodv that can lake a more over-all view
than j., taken ill'lbe pre sent lime. If we come 10 $~ch
a conclusion. iben we should remake !he orgamza­
IIOll" 111 .1 beuer ,tulpe. BUll add whal is obvious.
Ihal m,tilu\lons however perfecl cannot in Illem­
'c/\ e" provide tbe answer unless there is the polit­
il,;al .... ill. and I1 is here Ihat we shall pUI u to that le SI.

2~X When Presiden: Ford addressed this Assem­
hh on 18 September [12301rll "'t't'rillt I. he challenged
11" (U join in forging a new framework of interne­
tional eo-openHt(10 , My Government gladly responds
III Ihilt chaUen,e. We do !IIoU. among ?lhcr reas.o~s.
because we believe it w,i11 help U510 survive a searching

period when our domestic institutions will be put
10 the test. as never before.

249. Many Governments may-no, will-have 10
ask their people for sacrifices in the light of the world' S

economic storms that are sweeping over us at the
present time. The British people are certainly not
exempt from the blast. But as a Government we
believe we shall unite our own people in the United
Kingdom for the tasks ahead if we create a more
equal and a more just society where those with the
broadest backs are asked to carry the heaviest bur­
dens. Such policies. no matter how successful in
Britain. would be as ashes if we did not apply those
5a.01(, principles 10 the world at large .

250. Four hundred years ago an English poet. John
Donne , wrote. "Any man's death diminishes me,
because I am involved in Mankind". Those words
ring down the centuries. They are the watchword
for us to lead humanity in peace and in dignity into
the twenty-first century.

Tilt' IIIN'Jillg rose (/I /.50 p.m.
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