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General allegations

Bangladesh

1. The Working Group received information from the source concerning alleged
violations and obstacles encountered in the implementation of the Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in Bangladesh.

2. The sources report that enforced disappearances have continued to occur with
alarming frequency in Bangladesh. According to a source, 507 cases of enforced
disappearances have been documented from January 2009 to the end of 2018: 62 of the
disappeared were reportedly found dead; 286 returned alive; and the whereabouts of 159
disappeared persons are reportedly still unknown. The source also reports that, in 2018
alone, at least 92 people were subjected to enforced disappearance by the authorities, and

that the highest number of cases of enforced disappearances was recorded in 2016 and 2018.

3. According to the sources, the substantial rise in enforced disappearances has been
accompanied by an increased pattern of targeting of political opponents and other dissidents
through violations of freedoms of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. The
Working Group was informed that enforced disappearances were often occurring in the
framework of the government’s anti-terrorism policy, and that it was suspected to be used
as a political tool by the government to silence criticism and dissent.

4, The Working Group also received a report that the State is not showing either
political will or a credible criminal justice system to hold personnel of law enforcement
agencies to account for enforced disappearances. The sources argue that the widespread
impunity of State agents has not only permitted this rise in enforced disappearances and
associated crimes, but it has also greatly eroded the rule of law in Bangladesh

5. The sources report that the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), a joint task force
composed of members of the police, army, navy, air force, border guards, and Ansar ((a
paramilitary auxiliary force), has been repeatedly accused of committing severe human
rights violations, including extrajudicial killings, torture, and enforced disappearances, and
of operating under complete impunity. A source states that the RAB had led government’s
crackdown on illegal drugs in 2018 resulting in close to 300 suspected extra-judicial
killings by the end of 2018.

6. The source also points out that, to date, Bangladesh has not passed local legislation
to recognize enforced disappearances as a crime.

United States of America

7. The Working Group received information from credible sources alleging difficulties
encountered to implement the Declaration on the Protection of All Person from Enforced
Disappearance in the United States of America.

8. According to the information received, American Indian and Alaska Native children
were forcibly abducted from their homes by government officials, and taken to Christian
boarding schools. The children would sometimes not return home for years, or not return
home at all. The sources have also alleged that the children’s families have not been able to
obtain information from government authorities as to the fate or whereabouts of their loved
ones.

9. The alleged disappearances would have occurred in the context of the application of
education policies including the Federal Indian Boarding School Act adopted in the 1800s
and applied through the 1960s. In this way, the economic and social underpinnings of
Native American cultures were reportedly eroded through the purposeful forcible removals
of Indigenous children from their family homes.
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10.  The sources pointed out that children removed to boarding schools under mandate
of United States law were subject to malnourishment, overcrowding, compulsory and free
labor, substandard living conditions, physical abuses, emotional abuses, sexual abuses,
disease, lack of access to medical care, widespread epidemics and death.

11.  Furthermore, the sources have reported that Indian boarding schools utilized an
“outing” program during the summer, a program in which children, rather than being sent
back to their homes, were involuntarily leased out to white homes, farms or factories, as
menial labor. Many children reportedly died in the process and some of these individuals
were neither returned to their families, nor the school.

12.  The sources identified several obstacles to the implementation of the Declaration on
the Protection of All Person from Enforced Disappearance. They pointed out the challenges
to the identification of particular cases of individuals whose fate remains unknown.

13. It was reported that there is no cooperation from the federal government, which
makes it difficult, if not impossible, to qualify the impacts of the boarding school policy
and its ongoing effects on the economic, social and cultural rights of Indigenous Peoples in
the United States; and to determine the fate and location of the remains of individual
students who disappeared, died in custody, in school, in the outing programs, and/or never
returned home. There is no data which provide definitive documentation of the Indigenous
students’ identification and the number of them that attended or the number who died or
disappeared while in, boarding schools under government supervision.

14.  According to the sources, information about the fate of individual children is
difficult for family members or Tribal governments and communities to acquire for a
variety of reasons.

15.  Research conducted to locate the burial locations of these children required
consulting school records, state death certificates and cemetery records. However, the
sources reported that these records were inconsistent or difficult to obtain. Moreover, it was
reported that schools often did not notify the death or disappearance of the children to their
families and buried them without their parent’s knowledge.

16.  The sources reported that the Indigenous students were often buried in unmarked or
unidentified graves, especially if they died on “outings” from the schools. Some schools’
cemeteries became parks and graves were erased.

17.  The sources have identified non-exhaustive examples of missing children — having
deserted, sent home, or died — whose disappearances have not been notified to their families
by the school’s administrators and whose fate and whereabouts are unknown.

18.  Among the reported cases, the sources referred to the case of Robert Johnson, who
attended Chemawa Indian School and ran away in 1924; Demetrio Apodaca (Unknown
Pueblo) who attended to Haskell and was reported missing in 1909; Reginalda Guassac and
Antonio Ardilla who attended Sherman Institute and died in 1910 and in 1914 but do not
appear to be buried in Sherman Institute’s cemetery; Mabel Green (DOB 1900) enrolled at
Sherman and who disappeared in 1919 and whose Sherman’s student files make no further
mention of her; Isabel [Isabelle] Brown sent to Soboba Sanitarium in 1927 but whose fate
is unknown; Claudia Williams (Seneca) enrolled at Carlisle Indian Industrial School in
1908 who was placed into the outing home of J.C. Beatty in Beverly, NJ in 1909 and
disappeared from the home in 1911; David Steele [Thief] enrolled at Carlisle in 1913 who
deserted for a second time in 1914, whose disappearance was not notified to his family; and
Kininnok Mary, a student below 18 at the moment of the disappearance, who attended at
Carlisle whose whereabouts or remains’ location is unknown.

19.  Taking into consideration the lack of data on the fate of individual children who
disappeared as well as the ongoing research efforts and the discovery of increasing numbers
of unmarked graves near former schools, the sources expressed deep concerns about how
many children died as a result of the United States Indian Boarding School Policy and still
have not been acknowledged, documented or addressed by the United States government.
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20.  The sources indicate that the families of the disappeared suffer severe trauma as a
result of the enforced disappearance of their loved ones. These damages experienced among
the targeted Indigenous peoples continue to reverberate in those communities as a result of
the impact of historical and inter-generational trauma with no apparent plan by the United
States for treatment to stem the continuing traumatic response.
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Standard procedure cases

Burundi

1. The Working Group transmitted 31 cases to the Government, concerning:

() Théagéne Nsengiyumva, abducted on 16 November 2018, at around 18:00,
by two people, including a police officer while at the ‘kwa Musitanteri’ bar located in the
Gisyo district, 12th Avenue, Kanyosha zone, commune Muha, Mairie de Bujumbura.

(b)  Matthieu Ndayizeye, arrested on the evening of 27 April 2018, by two police
officers.

(c) Nestor Nahimana, kidnapped in Rukeco on 3 June 2018, at around 19:00, by
three people, one of whom was in police uniform.

(d)  Rehema Kaneza, arrested in Rohero urban area on 8 February 2018, by police
officers from the Support for the Protection of Institutions (API).

(e) Berchmans Ntakirutimana, abducted on 16 November 2018, by two people,
including a police officer in uniform, in commune Muha, Mairie de Bujumbura.

() Nyarwayo, arrested on 25 October 2017, by three Imbonerakure on the
Kanyunya hill, Rukina zone, Mukike commune, rural Bujumbura province. He was arrested
with Mr. Macumi and both were taken to an unknown destination.

(o) Macumi, was reportedly abducted on 25 October 2017, by three persons
belonging to the government backed Imbonerakure militia on the Kanyunya Hill. Mr.
Macumi, who was not yet 18 years old, was abducted with Mr. Nyarwayo and both were
taken to an unknown destination.

(h)  Jean Prosper Nyoboke, arrested on 16 December 2015, in a residence by
police officers of the Special Unit for the Protection of Institutions (API).

0] Jean Claude Ndihokubwayo arrested on 12 December 2015, at his home by
soldiers under the command of the Lieutenant-Colonel Commander of the Muzinda
Combat Camp. He was arrested with Dany Dushime, his brother, and Juste Ngabirano.

1) Juste Ngabirano, arrested on 12 December 2015, at his home located in
commune de Mukaza, Mairie de Bujumbura, by soldiers under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Darius Ikurakure, Commander of the Muzinda Combat Camp. He was arrested
with Mr Dany Dushime and Jean Claude Ndihokubwayo.

(k)  Dany Dushime, arrested On 12 December 2015, at his home by soldiers
under the command of the Lieutenant-Colonel Commander of the Muzinda Combat Camp.
He was arrested with his brother Jean Claude Ndihokubwayo, and Juste Ngabirano.

() Adribert Nkurunziza arrested on 12 December 2015, at home, located in
Ngagara District 2, Ntahangwa Commune, Bujumbura District. He was arrested with his
brother Harerimana Clovis.

(m)  Harerimana Clovis arrested on 12 December 2015, at home, located in
Ngagara District 2, Ntahangwa Commune, Bujumbura District. He was arrested with his
brother Adribert Nkurunziza.

(n)  Jean de Dieu Butoyi, abducted on 28 June 2015, from his home located in
Bujumbura, Nyakabiga urban area, by police officers under the command of the
Commander of the anti-Riot Unit. He was arrested with his twin brother Jean Petit Bukuru
and his uncle Augustin Barayandema.

(0)  Jean Petit Bukuru, abducted on 28 June 2015, from his home located in
Bujumbura, Nyakabiga urban area, by police officers under the command of the
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Commander of the anti-Riot Unit. He was arrested with his twin brother Jean de Dieu
Butoyi and his uncle Augustin Barayandema.

(p)  Jea Augustin Barayandema, abducted on 28 June 2015, from his home
located in Bujumbura, Nyakabiga urban area, by police officers under the command of the
Commander of the anti-Riot Unit. He was arrested with his twin nephews Jean Petit Bukuru
and Jean de Dieu Butoyi.

(q) Ferdinand Muterateka, abducted on 16 November 2018, by individuals, in
civilian clothes and another in police uniform.

()  Jean Marie Vianney Arakaza, abducted on 13 March 2018, by an agent of the
National Intelligence Service.

(s) Emmanuel Nduwimana, abducted on 21 September 2018, from his home by
the head of the Imbonerakure militia, in the Mutimbuzi commune, in complicity with a
local leader of the ruling party (CNDD-FDD).

® Jean Claude Niyukuri, arrested on 26 November 2018, by the head of the
National Intelligence Service in Bujumbura Rural Province, in Mutimbuzi commune,
Bujumbura rural province.

(u)  Raphael Ntahompagaze, abducted on 2 July 2015, by a policeman named on
13th Avenue, Cibitoke District, Bujumbura.

(v)  Ms. Nshimirimana Chanceline, abducted on 10 October 2017, from her home
by an agent of the National Intelligence Service.

(w)  Jean Claude Niyomwungere, was reportedly arrested on 16 December 2015,
by police officers from the Special Unit for the Protection of Institutions (API) in a
residence located at commune Ntahangwa, Mairie de Bujumbura.

(X)  Nelson Irakoze, was reportedly arrested on 12 December 2015, by soldiers
under the command of the Commander of the Muzinda Camp. He was arrested with his
mother Consolatrice Kabarenzi and brother Clovis Kubwimana.

(y)  Consolatrice Kabarenzi, was reportedly arrested on 12 December 2015, by
soldiers under the command of the Commander of the Muzinda Camp. She was arrested
with her sons Nelson Irakoze and Clovis Kubwimana. All three were members of the party
Movement for Solidarity and Democracy.

(z)  Clovis Kubwimana, was reportedly arrested on 12 December 2015, by
soldiers under the command of the Commander of the Muzinda Camp. He was arrested
with his mother Consolatrice Kabarenzi and brother Nelson Irakoze.

(aa) Rodrigue Nzeyimana, disappeared on 12 April 2018, while on his way to an
interview at the National Intelligence Service.

(bb)  Vianney Havyarimana, was abducted on 26 August 2018, by armed men in
police uniform, on the road between Gitega and Ngozi not far from the Bugendana health
centre.

(cc) Ferdinand Vyimana, was kidnapped on 23 March 2019, by a former head of
the National Intelligence Service of Rutana province.

(dd) Marius Ndayikengurutse, disappeared on 31 July 2018, while in a shop
named ‘at Khalfan’, in the Muremera district.

(ee) Pacifique Birikumana was reportedly last seen on 9 April 2017 at the
headquarters of the ruling party Conseil National de Défense de la Démocratie — Front de
Déense de la Dénocratie (CNDD-FDD), located in the Muremera district of Ngozi where
he was allegedly subjected to atrocious torture and taken to an unknown place.
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Sri Lanka

2. The Working Group transmitted 45 cases to the Government, concerning:

(@)  Jeyatheepan “Suresh” Navaratnam, allegedly abducted on 18 May 2009 at a
military checkpoint in the district of Mullaithiyu in the province of Vadduvakal by Sri
Lankan Military personnel;

(b)  Suntharalingam “Rasenthiram” Thirunavukarasu, allegedly arrested on 25
August 2990 at Alaipitti St. Anthony’s church in the district of Mandaitheeyu by members
of the Sri Lankan Military;

(¢)  Premathas “Ananthan” Sellathurai, allegedly last seen on 17 May 2009 while
in the military controlled area of Vattuvakal, Mulliathiyu;

(d)  Jenat Jeyawathy Siyakumaran, allegedly arrested on 16 May 2009 in the
military controlled area of Mullivaikkal in the district of Mulliatheeyu by members of the
Sri Lankan Military;

(e) Dushyanthan Tharmakulasingham, allegedly arrested on 20 April 2009 in
Maathalan, district of Mullaithiyu by members of the Sri Lankan Military;

f A child, allegedly last seen on 16 May 2009 at the Omanthai military
checkpoint;

(o) Ramanikaran Maanikkam, allegedly last seen on 18 January 2009 while
travelling from Theravil to Visuvamadu, Sri Lanka where the military was advancing;

(h)  Subesan Theiventhiran, allegedly last seen at the Omanthai military
checkpoint on 1 May 2009 being sorted onto a bus by the Sri Lankan military;

0] Kalaiyamuthan Sooriyakumaran, allegedly last seen on 15 May 2009 from
Maathalan in the district of Mullaithiyu, Sri Lanka after entering a military controlled area
where individuals were screened and sorted into different groups;

1) Kumaran Sethukavalar, allegedly disappeared on 10 February 2008 after
being transported from Mulankavil to a military controlled area for medical treatment;

(k)  Arulgnanaseelan Thiruchchelvam, allegedly last seen on 5 June 2008 from a
military controlled area around the street of Sundikulam in Jaffna, Sri Lanka after leaving
for work;

)] Vasanthakumar “Maalan” Rasalingam, allegedly last seen on 15 May 2009 in
Mullivaikkal military controlled area where he was separated from his family by the Sri
Lankan Military;

(m)  Gangatharan Sinnathurai, allegedly arrested on 15 August 2007 by members
of the Sri Lankan military from a shop in Vattukkottai in the district of Sangarathai, Sri
Lanka;

(n)  Kaantharuban Rasathurai, allegedly arrested on 29 November 2007 from his
residence in Puloly West, district of Point Pedro, Jaffna, Sri Lanka by members of the Sri
Lankan military;

(o)  Donetus Amirthanather allegedly disappeared while travelling from Velanai
(Kayts) to Gurunagar (Jaffna) for business — at the time the Kayts area was under the
control of the Sri Lankan military;

(p)  Sebastian “Rasakon” Esthaky, allegedly abducted on 25 October 1991 after
passing by Kalmunai shores on a fishing trip by members of the Sri Lankan Military;

(@)  Mugunthan “Kaanthan” Kanagarathinam, allegedly abducted on 8 May 2007
from Colombo, Sri Lanka by the Eelam People’s Democratic Front;

n Ragunathan “Ragu” Muthiah, allegedly abducted on 16 June 1990, from his
residence on 157/5 Pethaloka Maw in Colombo, Sri Lanka by members of the Sri Lankan
Military;
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(s)  Sathya Rooban Naagarasa was allegedly abducted on 17 April 2019 from
Jaffna, Sri Lanka by members of the Sri Lanka Military;

® Muruganantham “Rasan” Paramanthan was allegedly abducted on 24 August
2008 while travelling from Varatharaja Perumal to his residence in Sandilippai, Sri Lanka
by members of the Sri Lankan Navy.

(u)  Ravichandran Sivasithambarampillai (Vijitharan, Yasotharan), allegedly last
seen on 15 May 2009, surrendering to the Sri Lankan Military at the Omanthai military
check point in Vavuniya, Sri Lanka;

(v)  Thamavanthan “Dayan” Thambirasa, allegedly abducted on 10 January 2007
from Nallur, Jaffna by members of the Sri Lankan Military;

(w)  Pirabarakan “Piraba” Velupillai, allegedly abducted on 22 August 2006 from
his residence in Sri Lanka by members of the Sri Lanka Military;

(X)  Pratheeban “Theeban” Vinayagamoorthy, allegedly last seen on 17 April
2006 near the Fourth mile post in the city of Nelukulam, Sri Lanka after being questioned
by members of the Special Task Force of the Sri Lankan Military;

(y)  Jegan Jeyarasa, allegedly last seen on 5 September 1996 in an army camp
near Kolumbutharai, Jaffna Sri Lanka;

(z)  Shakthivel Shanmugam, allegedly arrested on 25 April 1991 at Karainagar
Sivan Temple in the district of Jaffna, Sri Lanka by the Sri Lankan Military;

(aa) Premathas “Ananthan” Sellathurai, allegedly last seen on 17 May 2009 in
Vattuvakal, Mullaithiyu, Sri Lanka in a military controlled area where individuals were
screened and sent to welfare centres or rehabilitation centres;

(bb)  Suganthy Selvathasan, allegedly last seen on 18 May 2009 in Padaviya
hospital in Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka after being taken there by Sri Lankan Military officers;

(cc) Siththivinayagan Nadaraja, allegedly last seen on 17 May 2009 crossing
Vattuvakal bridge near the military-controlled area of Mullivaikkal, Sri Lanka;

(dd) Thuyaragan Thuraisingam, allegedly last seen on 23 March 2009 in
Ambalavan Pokkanai, Mullaitheeyu, Sri Lanka with Members of the military who were
separating civilians from suspected LTTE members;

(ee) Ajinthan Pushparasa, allegedly last seen on 19 April 2009 in Maathalan, Sri
Lanka seated with members of the LTTE who had surrendered to the Sri Lankan Military;

(ff)  Rajeenthan “Ravi” Ravinthiran, allegedly abducted on 3 January 2007 near
Varagi Amman Kovil in the city of Kokkuvil in the district of Jaffna, Sri Lanka, by a group
of armed men suspected to be members of the Sri Lankan Military;

(gg) Jeyanthan Sellathurai, allegedly abducted on 22 January 2007 from Karavetti,
Jaffna, Sri Lanka by the Sri Lankan Military;

(hh)  Nanthakumar Sellathurai, allegedly arrested on 19 August 1996 near
Maampalam junction in the city of Puttur, Jaffna, Sri Lanka by Sri Lankan Military officers;

(i)  Ramech Ganesh, allegedly last seen on 18 June 1989 near a bunker after a
government shell attack in Jayanthinagar, Killinochchi district, Sri Lanka;

(i)  Udayarasa “Kannan” Gnanaselyam, allegedly last seen in 2009 or 2010 in
video footage in the custody of Sri Lankan Military officers;

(kk)  Natheeswaran Deyyenthran, allegedly abducted in 2009 from Vavuniya
General Hospital by the Sri Lankan Military;

(I Reyathy Naagaraja, allegedly last seen sometime after February 2009 in the
Kurunegala hospital, Kurunegala district, North Western province, Sri Lanka.

(mm) Antony Amirthanather Joseph Ambrose (Anton) was allegedly abducted on
25 October 1991 while passing by Kalmunai shores on a fishing trip by members of the Sri
Lankan Military;
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(nn)  Roobakanthan “Rooban” Murugaiya, allegedly arrested on 6 January 2008
while in the Kidachoori refugee camp by Criminal Investigative Division officials;

(00) Arul Jude Saveri (Vincent), allegedly abducted on 14 April 2006 from the
military in the Maruthamadu area, district of VVavuniya, Northern Province, Sri Lanka by
the Sri Lankan Military;

(pp) Jesudas Jothinayam, allegedly abducted on 29 March 2009 in Vavuniya,
Northern Province, Sri Lanka by the People’s Liberation Organization of Tamil Eelam
(PLOT);

(gg) Ketishwaran “Kanna” Palaninathan, allegedly arrested on 17 May 2007 near
a lake on Kandy road in Kalmadu, district of VVavuniya, Northern province, Sri Lanka by
members of the Sri Lankan Military;

(rr)  Jeyapalan Kathirkamathamby, allegedly abducted on 18 May 2009 in the
district of Mullivaikal, Sri Lanka by member of the Sri Lankan Military;

(ss) Sumana Joseph, allegedly abducted on 18 May 2009 in the district of
Mullivaikal, Sri Lanka by members of the Sri Lankan Military.
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Reply to general allegation

1. On 24 April 2019, the Government of Pakistan provided the following reply to a
General Allegation transmitted on 19 March 2019.

(@)  The reports regarding non-operating courts, police, media and human rights
organizations in Pashtun areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province are baseless. Civil Society
including many International Organizations are functional in those areas. Commission of
Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances (ColoED) has not received any complaint in the recent
past regarding enforced or involuntary disappearances of persons including children and
women from Pashtun area of Pakistan.

(b)  The report of Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances of approximately 2000
persons in Balochistan in 2017 is fake and false, as no documentary evidence to this effect
has been received by ColoED. Contrary to above mentioned report, this Commission
received only 47 cases of alleged enforced disappearances from Balochistan during the
period December 2018 to 6th April, 2019.

(c)  Measures taken by the Government to guarantee the right to an effective
remedy, especially a serious, impartial, independent and effective criminal investigation in
case of enforced disappearances.

(d) Being a parliamentary democracy, with free media, independent judiciary,
and vibrant civil society, Pakistan is fully committed to the fulfilment of its international
obligations and promotion and protection of all human rights. The Government’s efforts
had brought down the cases of enforced or involuntary disappearances and we remain
resolved to bring these cases to zero. Necessary Checks and Balances both judicial as well
as institutional exist in Pakistan to examine alleged cases of enforced or involuntary
disappearances and remedial measures are immediately taken in case of reporting of any
such case.

(e)  The credentials of independence of our judicial system are well established
and respected and the higher judiciary is seized of the matter.

f Pakistan fully respects and complies with its international obligations. We
regularly report to the relevant International Human Rights Bodies and our positive,
constructive and timely engagement has been appreciated by them. The Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances thanked Government of Pakistan in its recent
report submitted to the Human Rights Council for our regular communication and
engagement with them demonstrating the Government’s commitment to respect, promote
and protect all human rights.

(g) The Government of Pakistan is in process of enacting a bill to provide
protection against enforced disappearances. As per the Bill, any act of enforced
disappearances shall be a criminal offence and shall be punishable with imprisonment
which may extend to ten years. A Tribunal on enforced disappearances shall also be
established to trace the whereabouts of the persons subjected to enforced disappearances.
The Tribunal would also determine and order reasonable compensation in relation to
persons subjected to enforced disappearances.

(h)  The Federal Government constituted Commission of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances in March 2011 in exercise of the powers conferred upon it under Pakistan

Commissions of Inquiry Act 1956 (Repealed by Pakistan Commission of Inquiry Act 2017).

The Commission comprising the Chairman and two Members with auxiliary staff and
sufficient resources has been performing its functions diligently. It is headed by former
Senior Most Judge of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of Pakistan. It enjoys all the powers as
contained in the Pakistan Commissions of Inquiry Act 2017. Since its inception, all stake-
holders of the Federal as well as Provincial Governments have been extending all possible
cooperation to the Commission and accordingly the Commission is performing its functions
smoothly with best possible manner. There is no instance of non-compliance of
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Commission’s orders by the relevant authorities. Sufficient funds are being provided to the
Commission in each Financial Year.

() By constituting Commission on Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances, the
Federal Government has provided a legal forum for families of alleged enforced
disappeared persons to lodge complaints. During investigation of cases, they are kept
informed about progress of their cases. The hearing of the cases is done in their presence.
The system is absolutely free of cost and there isn’t any fee for lodging a complaint nor are
the complainants required to engage lawyers to appear before the Commission. The
hearings are also held at the provincial capitals with a view to save expenses of the
complainants to travel to Islamabad from far flung areas for hearings. During investigation
of cases, the Commission has been receiving full co-operation from all stake holders
including Federal/Provincial Governments, Intelligence and Law Enforcing Agencies.

()] The Actions (in Aid of Civil Power) Regulations, 2011 have been formulated
strictly in conformity with the International Human Rights Standards. The abuse or misuse
of force during operations has been made punishable under the Regulations. All detainees
apprehended during operations are kept in declared and notified Internment Centers. The
internees’ cases are being regularly reviewed by the Oversight Boards notified by the
Provincial Governments. Comprehensive provisions related to welfare of detainees, de-
radicalization, release and disposal of cases are contained in the law.

(k) The courts in Pakistan are independent and can decide on reparations for the
family of missing person. In July 2018, Islamabad High Court (IHC) ordered the federal
government to bear the monthly expenses of the family of Sajid Mehmood, an engineer
who went missing in 2016. This clearly shows that appropriate functional mechanisms are
in place to address grievances of any of our citizens.
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