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Note verbale of 23 August 2022 from OHCHR to Belarus

1. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, and wishes to make reference
to resolution A/HRC/RES/49/26 of the UN Human Rights Council entitled “Situation of
human rights in Belarus in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and in its aftermath”.

2. The above-mentioned resolution, inter alia, requests the High Commissioner “to
continue to monitor and report on the situation of human rights, [and] to carry out a
comprehensive examination of all alleged human rights violations committed in Belarus
since 1 May 2020 in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and in its aftermath.”

3. In the context of the implementation of the above-mentioned resolution, OHCHR has
the honour to request unhindered access for its monitoring mission to the territory of the
country. OHCHR stands ready to discuss with the Permanent Mission of the Republic of
Belarus relevant practical arrangements and details for the mission.

4. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights avails itself
of the opportunity to renew to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva the assurances of its highest
consideration.
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Note verbale of 11 November 2022 from OHCHR to Belarus

1. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, and wishes to make reference
to resolution A/HRC/RES/49/26 of the UN Human Rights Council entitled “Situation of
human rights in Belarus in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and in its aftermath”.

2. The above-mentioned resolution, inter alia, requests the High Commissioner to
“continue to monitor and report on the situation of human rights, [and] to carry out a
comprehensive examination of all alleged human rights violations committed in Belarus
since 1 May 2020 in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and in its aftermath,
including the possible gender dimensions of such violations, to establish the facts and
circumstances surrounding the alleged violations [...]; make general recommendations on
improving respect for and the protection of human rights; provide guidance on access to
justice, including reparations, and accountability, as appropriate; and engage with the
Belarusian authorities and all stakeholders”.

3. In the context of the implementation of the above-mentioned resolution, OHCHR
requested, on 23 August 2022, unhindered access for its monitoring mission to the territory
of the country.

4. As of 11 November 2022, OHCHR has not yet received permission from the
Government of Belarus to visit the country. The inability to visit Belarus seriously curtails
the Office’s ability to fully execute its mandate in good faith.

5. Considering the lack of OHCHR’s access to Belarus, the Office prepared the below
list of issues pertaining to the Government.

6. OHCHR respectfully requests the Government to address the queries detailed herein.
OHCHR will take into account the response of the Government when drafting the next report
to the Human Rights Council and may add this Note Verbale and the response of the
Government as an annex to the report.

7. OHCHR would be grateful to receive replies and any other submissions that the
Government may wish to present, no later than 2 December 2022.

Investigations and criminal proceedings

8. Please provide information on the number of complaints received since May 2020
into human rights violations, allegedly committed by law enforcement personnel, which have
been promptly and effectively investigated by the competent authorities, if any and the
outcome of those investigations.

9. Please provide details of remedies provided to victims of human rights violations
since May 2020 if any, including reparations.

10.  Please outline action taken against perpetrators of human rights violations, including
prosecutions and convictions if any.

11.  Please provide an update on the total number of persons investigated and prosecuted
under extremism- and terrorism-related offences in 2022.

12.  Please provide an update on the total number of arrests and prosecutions under Art.
24.23 of the Code of Administrative Offences for participation in unauthorized mass events
in 2022.

13.  Please provide information on the total number of arrests and prosecutions in 2022
under Article 193-1 of the Criminal Code (participation in the activities of non-registered,
suspended or liquidated association).
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14.  Please provide details on the total number of persons charged and prosecuted since
May 2020 for insulting the President, a judge or representative of the authorities, as well as
on the criminal or administrative sanction imposed.

15.  Please provide an update on the total number of “special criminal proceedings” (in
absentia) conducted under Chapter 49 of the Criminal Procedural Code.

Policies and procedures

16.  Please provide details on the procedure for approving a “mass event”, and on the
number of approved or rejected requests to hold such a “mass event” since January 2022.

17.  Please clarify if there is a specified procedure for handling persons who are detained
and charged, based on political affiliation or political activities, while they are in detention
or serving a sentence of imprisonment.

18.  Please provide details on the practice of strip search while in detention, including the
grounds for conducting such searches.

19.  Please outline what rules of engagement on the use of force by law enforcement
officials applied during the 2020 protests and thereafter, in relation to crowd control
operations.

20.  Please, outline the legal grounds for involving military personnel in crowd control
operations during the protests in 2020.

Freedom of expression and association
21.  Please provide an update on the total number of civil society, non-governmental
organizations and trade unions registered in Belarus since May 2020.

22.  Please provide an update on the total number of civil society, non-governmental
organizations and trade unions closed down by the Belarus authorities since May 2020,
including details on the basis for closure.

23.  Please provide information on the total number of media outlets and telegram channels
that have been included in the Republican lists of extremist materials or extremist formations
since May 2020.

24.  Please provide an update on the total number of websites blocked, pursuant to
decisions of the Belarus authorities since May 2020.

Due process and the right to a fair trial

25.  Please provide details on how the right to counsel is guaranteed in proceedings under
the Code of Administrative Offenses, as well as in disciplinary proceedings against persons
in custody.

26.  Please provide updated information on the total number of lawyers disbarred since
May 2020 and the grounds for their disbarment.

Citizenship

27.  Please provide details on the total number of cases of revocation of citizenship by the
Belarus authorities, if any, including on the grounds for revoking citizenship since May 2020.

Implementation of previous recommendations

28.  Please outline any steps taken to implement recommendations contained in the last
two OHCHR reports on Belarus (A/HRC/49/71 and A/HRC/46/4).
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G.

Access

29.  Please reply to the High Commissioner’s Note Verbale dated 23 August 2022
requesting access to Belarus and grant such access.

30.  The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights avails itself
of the opportunity to renew to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva the assurances of its highest
consideration.

GE.23-01106



	حالة حقوق الإنسان في بيلاروس في الفترة التي سبقت الانتخابات الرئاسية لعام 2020 والفترة التي تلتها
	تقرير مفوض الأمم المتحدة السامي لحقوق الإنسان* **

	أولاً- مقدمة
	ثانياً- المنهجية ومعايير الإثبات
	ثالثاً- القانون الواجب التطبيق
	رابعاً- انتهاكات القانون الدولي لحقوق الإنسان
	ألف- الاستخدام غير الضروري وغير المتناسب للقوة
	باء- التعذيب وغيره من ضروب المعاملة أو العقوبة القاسية أو اللاإنسانية أو المهينة
	جيم- الاعتقال والاحتجاز التعسفيان
	دال- الحق في احترام الإجراءات الواجبة والمحاكمة العادلة
	هاء- حرية التعبير والتجمع السلمي وتكوين الجمعيات
	واو- العنف الجنسي والجنساني
	زاي- فصل الأطفال عن أسرهم والتدخل غير المبرر في الحياة الأسرية
	حاء- النفي القسري

	خامساً- الإصلاح الدستوري
	سادساً- الاستنتاجات بموجب القانون الدولي الواجب التطبيق
	سابعاً- المساءلة
	ثامناً- التوصيات
	Annex I
	Note verbale of 23 August 2022 from OHCHR to Belarus

	Annex II
	Note verbale of 11 November 2022 from OHCHR to Belarus
	A. Investigations and criminal proceedings
	B. Policies and procedures
	C. Freedom of expression and association
	D. Due process and the right to a fair trial
	E. Citizenship
	F. Implementation of previous recommendations
	G. Access


