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  Unilateral Coercive Measures Undo Any Attempts to Fight 
Pandemics and Promote Human Rights 

One of the purposes of the United Nations is to enhance international cooperation in order to 

find solutions to international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian 

character, and promoting respect for human rights for all people without any kind of 

discrimination based on race, colour, sex, language, religion, opinion or nationality, while 

the painful experience of the outbreak of Covid-19 has proven that the world suffers from 

widespread inequalities in the confrontation of international calamities. 

The inequalities that existed prior to the pandemic negatively impacted the capacity of 

societies to face emergencies and overcome them while the Covid-19, in itself, further 

exacerbated the pre-existing inequalities. 

Elimination of the existing inequalities is vital for improvement of human rights and 

obstacles should also be urgently removed in order to pave the way for States to play their 

central role of providing timely and effective response to crisis and pandemics which have 

repercussions on all human rights, specifically on the right to health and the right to life. 

Unilateral coercive Measures (UCM)s which are imposed on countries beyond the authority 

of the United Nations create systemic inequality both within the target community and 

between the sanctioned country and other countries. The sanctions violate the principles of 

nondiscrimination described in international human rights treaties, including the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

The imposition of sanctions contradicts with the General Assembly resolution 74/270 of 2 

April 2020, on global solidarity to fight the coronavirus disease, and 74/274 of 20 April 2020, 

on international cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, that vaccines and medical 

equipment to face COVID-19, because the sanctions on the banking transactions ban 

international cooperation and access to all humanitarian items, including medicine and 

vaccine. 

In addition, numerous UNHRC and UNGA resolutions have considered imposition of 

economic sanctions as illegal (1) while the sanctioning States chose to overlook all voices 

raised in the UN on easing the sanctions during the pandemic, so as to enable the target States 

to utilized their full capacity to fight against the pandemic. 

The sanctions continue to prevent international cooperation and multilateralism required for 

ensuring that all States, including the Islamic Republic of Iran can enjoy effective national 

protective measures and access to vital medical supplies, medicines and vaccines. 

Morbidity and mortality caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has had negative impact on the 

enjoyment of all human rights, including physical and mental health and social well-being, 

on the economy and society and deepened inequalities within and between countries. 

Considering the continued impact of UCMs on our societies, Organization for Defending 

Victims of Violence (ODVV) calls for international community's collective action to 

compensate for the damages. 

ODVV emphasizes that universal, timely and equitable access to all quality and affordable 

medicine, medical care, diagnostic, therapeutics, and other pharmaceutical products is still 

essential in all sanctioned countries and the urgent removal of unjustified unilateral coercive 

measures, in accordance with the provisions of relevant international treaties is necessary. 

Also, ODVV reiterates that guaranteeing the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 

attainable standard of physical and mental health and " ensuring healthy lives and promoting 

well-being for all at all ages", requires States to take the necessary steps to prevent, treat and 

control pandemics, while they are free form unilateral coercive measures. 

Therefore, in line with the UN Secretary General calls on the sanctioning countries to lift or 

ease Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCM)s (2), ODVV calls on the UN High 

Commissionaire to Continue Her Excellency's call (3) for immediate removal of all UCMs 

all over the world in order to release the sanctioned countries of the ubiquitous and 
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detrimental repressions that are responsible for loss of lives and wide scoped and unnecessary 

human sufferings especially during the pandemic. 

In addition, ODVV urges the UN High Commissionaire to effectively address malicious 

effects of UCMs on the millions of targeted people, specifically on the vulnerable, the 

children, the patients and the elderly and to find solutions to the social crisis generated by 

UCMs. 

Finally, we echo our previous calls that UCMs hamper and reverse all efforts to achieve all 

Sustainable Development Goals, including eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, 

providing equal, inclusive and quality education for all, ensuring the right to health and 

wellbeing for all and access to sustainable sources of energy and utilizing green technologies 

to protect the environment and mitigate the harmful impacts of climate change, therefore, we 

call on the UN High Commissionaire to discuss the widespread violations of human rights 

by UCMs in Her Excellency's annual reports to the United Nations. 
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