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  Report on Systemic Racism by the Palestinian Authority and 
Hamas Part I 

United Nations Watch submits the following as Part I of its report on systemic racism by the 

Palestinian Authority (“PA”) and Hamas, in violation of international treaties ratified by the 

Palestinians including the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (“ICERD”). 

United Nations treaty bodies that recently reviewed Palestinian compliance with international 

human rights treaties criticized Palestinian racism against Israelis and Jews. In February 

2020, the UN Child Rights Committee expressed concern about “reports that the contents of 

some textbooks do not promote peace and tolerance” and urged the Palestinians to ensure 

that the curriculum is “aligned with the aims of education as included in Article 29 of the 

Convention,” particularly “to promote peace and tolerance.” 1 

In August 2019, the UN Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination found that 

Palestinian laws and policies failed to implement UN treaties on racism, or to properly 

investigate complaints for acts of racial discrimination. The panel urged Ramallah to combat 

“hate speech and incitement to violence,” saying it was “concerned” about statements by 

Palestinian public figures, politicians and media officials, as well as in school textbooks and 

curricula, pointing to “hate speech against Israelis” which it found “fuels hatred” and “may 

incite violence” and “antisemitism.” The Committee further called on the Palestinians to 

“remove any derogatory comments and images from school curricula and textbooks that 

perpetuate prejudices and hatred.”2 

 1. Racial Segregation and Apartheid 

Article 3 of ICERD obligates state parties to “undertake to prevent, prohibit and eradicate all 

practices” of “racial segregation and apartheid.” As explained in the Committee’s guidelines 

for state party reports, the reference to apartheid refers to “all forms of racial segregation.”3 

Racial segregation, more specifically the ethnic cleansing of Jews, has been the policy in the 

West Bank at least since Jordan took control in 1948 when it massacred or forcibly expelled 

any remaining Jewish residents and destroyed Jewish synagogues, cemeteries and schools.4 

At the end of the 1948 war for Israel’s independence no Jews were left in the West Bank. 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Jewish Quarter of the Old City, remained 

free of Jews for the next 19 years until Israel defeated Jordan in the Six Day War, after which 

Jews returned to lands which Jews had purchased there prior to Israel’s independence.5 At 

the same time, those Arabs who remained in Israeli territory following the 1948 war gained 

Israeli citizenship and became part of Israeli society. Today, Israeli Arabs hold prominent 

position in Israeli society, including as doctors, lawyers, judges, politicians and media 

personalities. An Arab Muslim party is part of the Israeli government’s ruling coalition. 

However, there are no Jews in the Palestinian-controlled territories. 

Moreover, the vision for any future Palestinian state is one that is completely free of Jews 

(“judenrein”). As detailed below, this is clearly set out in the foundational documents of the 

main Palestinian nationalist movements, specifically, the Palestine Liberation Organization 

(PLO) and Hamas. Those documents reject Israel’s right to exist in any part of Israel or 

British Mandatory Palestine and view Jews and Zionism as the enemy. This Palestinian 

rejection of the rights of Jews to any part of the territory continues today as it has been 

enshrined in Palestinian legislation prohibiting land sales to Jews and rewarding Palestinian 

terrorists for murdering Jews, and is reflected in statements by Palestinian officials, in the 

media and in the education system. 

 2. Palestinian Charters Reject Israel’s Right to Exist 

The Palestinian National Charter6 (PLO Charter) describes the State of Palestine as “the 

homeland of the Arab Palestinian people” (Article 1), calls for its “liberation” through “armed 

struggle” (Articles 8-9), and defines the State of Palestine according to its boundaries during 
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the British Mandate (Article 2), which include the entire State of Israel. Furthermore, the 

“liberation of Palestine” is described as “a national duty” and “aims at the elimination of 

Zionism in Palestine.” Although Yasser Arafat promised, as part of the Oslo Accords, that 

the PLO Charter would be amended to remove all provisions calling for the destruction of 

the State of Israel, that change never occurred.7 

Instead, the Charter continues to absolutely reject the national rights of Jews in the State of 

Palestine, stating that only Jews who resided in the State of Palestine “until the beginning of 

the Zionist invasion will be considered Palestinians” (Article 6). Although there is no date 

given here, the first Jewish migration to the State of Palestine under the auspices of Zionism, 

known as “The First Aliya,” occurred in 1882.8 In this regard, the Charter adds that Jews are 

“citizens of the states to which they belong” (Article 20). Thus, the PLO Charter denies 

outright the rights of most Israeli Jews to live in the territory it defines as the State of 

Palestine. Furthermore, the PLO Charter extends its rejection of Jewish rights in the State of 

Palestine to the Balfour Declaration, which is viewed “as null and void” (Article 20) and to 

the UN partition plan which is considered “illegal” (Article 19). 

PA institutions and officials continue to call for the “liberation of Palestine” and to reject 

Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state. In July 2016, PA President Mahmoud Abbas 

confirmed that he would never recognize Israel as a Jewish state: “It is impossible that I will 

accept [the demand to recognize Israel as a Jewish state]. Let [Israel] continue to talk about 

a Jewish state and we will soundly reject it.”9 

Hamas is the governing authority in the Gaza Strip. The 1988 Hamas Charter10 proclaims 

that “the land of Palestine is an Islamic Waqf consecrated for future Muslim generations until 

Judgment Day” (Article 11); and “there is no solution for the Palestinian question except 

through Jihad” (Article 13). Jihad is described in military terms, to “confront the enemies and 

join the ranks of the fighters” (Article 15) and is primarily understood to involve “carrying 

of arms” and “confrontation of the enemy” (Article 30). The enemies here are the Jews and 

Zionists: “In face of the Jews’ usurpation of Palestine, it is compulsory that the banner of 

Jihad be raised” (Article 15); “the Zionist invasion is a vicious invasion” (Article 28). 

The Charter is overtly antisemitic, comparing Jews to Nazis (Article 20), promoting 

conspiracy theories about Jewish power, such as that the Jews were behind World Wars I and 

II, “there is no war going on anywhere, without having their [the Jews] finger in it” (Article 

22), and accusing the Zionists of trying to take over the world (Article 32). 

In May 2017, Hamas released a new policy document which some said was a sign of 

moderation. However, the new document does not replace the Hamas Charter and continues 

to view Israel as an enemy to be eliminated.11 The new document states that the goal of 

Hamas is to “liberate Palestine and confront the Zionist project” and that “Hamas rejects any 

alternative to the full and complete liberation of Palestine, from the [Jordan] river to the 

[Mediterranean] sea” (i.e., including all of the territory of the State of Israel). The document 

also calls the establishment of Israel “entirely illegal,” and states “there shall be no 

recognition of the legitimacy of the Zionist entity.” 

Accordingly, we urge this Council, its Special Procedures and Commissions of Inquiry, and 

the High Commissioner, to finally investigate systemic racism and antisemitism by Hamas 

and the Palestinian Authority. 
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