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  The Ongoing Phenomenon of Palestinian Internal 
Displacement 

By the end of 2021, about 9.1 million (65.5 percent) of 14 million Palestinians worldwide 

were forcibly displaced persons. Among them are approximately 812,000 internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) that include 439,171 displaced inside what is now Israel since 1948 

(and their descendants), while 372,793 have been internally displaced in the Palestinian 

territory occupied since 1967.1 

Palestinian internal displacement is ongoing through the implementation of distinct Israeli 

policies and practices aimed at fostering a coercive environment. Such policies and practices 

include: denial of residency rights, imposition of a permit regime, land confiscation and 

denial of use, discriminatory zoning and planning, segregation, fragmentation and isolation, 

denial of natural resources and access to services, suppression of resistance and state 

complicity with non-state actors.2 

Between January 2019 and May 2022, Israel displaced some 12,000 Palestinians (including 

6,501 children) in the West Bank, including east Jerusalem as a result of home demolitions 

and eviction. Following a recent judgement of the Israeli Supreme Court, around 1,200 

Palestinian residents of Masafer Yatta in the South Hebron Hills, including 500 children, face 

imminent risks of forced evictions, arbitrary displacement and forcible transfer, in serious 

breach of international humanitarian and human rights laws.3 

In the West Bank, including Jerusalem, forcible transfer policies (demolitions, military and 

colonizer violence and harassment, restrictions on movement and access to services and to 

humanitarian assistance) are implemented by Israel as a mean to gain territorial control and 

allocate land for colony construction. In the year 2021 alone, forced evictions, demolitions 

and the seizure of Palestinian homes and other property by Israel resulted in more than 1,200 

people living in forced displacement in the West Bank, around 660 of them involving 

children.4 Over the last 10 years, 2,000 of the forced displacements recorded in the West 

Bank have taken place in Jerusalem, the most affected neighborhoods being Beit Hanina, 

Jabal al Mukabir and Silwan.5 

In the Gaza Strip from 2012 up until May 2021, Israeli assaults have triggered large numbers 

of displacements and aggravated the already dire humanitarian situation caused by Israel’s 

blockade of basic goods and services. The war on Gaza in 2014 caused 500,000 new 

displacements, equivalent to more than a quarter of Gaza’s population.6 After the 2014 Israeli 

aggression on Gaza, nearly 2,000 people were still living in displacement.7 Between 10 and 

20 May 2021, at the height of the war, 117,000 Palestinian IDPs were recorded in the Gaza 

Strip: 77,000 of took shelter in UNRWA schools, others took refuge with host families or in 

informal settlements.8 It was the highest number of internal displacement since 2014 and the 

most significant displacement of the year in the whole region.9 The airstrikes destroyed 1,663 

homes and damaged another 58,000. According to the Shelter Cluster, 8,250 people remain 

displaced, as their houses were destroyed or so severely damaged that they are uninhabitable. 

With the impact of the Covid crisis as well as recurrent conflict and violence, a total of around 

10,500 were still living in internal displacement in the Gaza Strip at the end of 2021.11 

In the Naqab, Israel’s planning and building policies are a prime example of its intent to 

forcibly displace Palestinians and “judaize” the region. Since 1948, various policies including 

designating large areas as nature reserves or military firing zones, or refusing to recognize 

Palestinian villages, have had devastating consequences for the tens of thousands of 

Palestinian Bedouins living on their ancestral lands for centuries. Thirty-five Palestinian 

Bedouin villages, home to 68,000 people, are currently “unrecognized” by Israel, which 

means they are deliberately cut off from all the basic and essential services such as electricity 

and water supply, but they are also constantly and repeatedly targeted for demolitions.12 In 

2019, 2,241 structures in Palestinian Bedouin communities were demolished by Israel, which 

in comparison with the demolition rate recorded in 2013, amounts to a 221 percent 

increase.13 As a striking example of the clear intent to displace its inhabitants, on 22 March 

2022, Israel demolished the village of Al Araqib for the 200th time.14 

The current size of the Palestinian IDP population and their socio-economic situation are 

based on best available data, which, if existing, is irregular and fluctuating. This is due 
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primarily to the absence of a comprehensive monitoring and registration system, reoccurring 

forced displacement, and the lack of a body or organization dedicated to the issue. As such, 

they are not able to access or receive the protection and rights due to them by international 

law. 

In situations in which states are unwilling or unable to respect and protect international law 

subjects, it is incumbent on third party and UN Member States to intervene and provide 

protection.15 It is clear that, as the ongoing Nakba enters its 74th year, Israel continues to 

shirk its responsibilities as the occupying power, and its international responsibilities as a 

Member State of the UN, which are dictated in numerous international conventions and UN 

resolutions.16 

Therefore, BADIL calls on: 

1.  The UNHRC, member states and the Special Rapporteur on the human rights 

of internally displaced persons to take concrete steps to address Israel’s 

policies and practices that create the coercive environment and result in the 

ongoing forcible transfer of Palestinians across Palestinian territories and take 

immediate action to prevent the impeding forcible transfer of Masafer Yatta 

residents; 

2.  The Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons to 

investigate the issue of Palestinian internal displacement in Palestinian 

territories and submit the findings to the UNHRC; 

3.  The UNHRC to establish a body to monitor and register Palestinian internal 

displacement and provide the necessary protection to Palestinian IDPs as 

entitled to them according to international law. 
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