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On Paragraph 14:

With regard to the reference to the point on lack of comprehensive accurate official data on
poverty, we would like to mention that a Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (MPI) for
Lebanon was launched on March 16, 2022. The Central administration for Statistics (CAS),
together with the World Bank has developed the first official multidimensional poverty index
for Lebanon, using the Nationally representative 2018-2019 “Labor Force and Housing
Living Conditions Survey.” More information can be found on the CAS website:
www.cas.gov.lb

On Paragraph 19:

Salaries in public service do not discriminate wages between men and women, as they get
equal salaries depending on their ranking/positions, and not on their gender.

On Paragraph 20:

Lebanon has issued an amendment to the Law number 293/2014 on “protection against
family violence and gender-based violence”, by the Law number 204/2020.

On Paragraph 23:

Children with no identification (stateless) are all allowed to enroll in schools. The Ministry
of Education and Higher Education always encourages families to take all necessary
measures, in order to obtain the birth certification that is needed for their legal status.
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1 Attached the text of the Law number 204/2020.
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On Paragraph 68:
The main social assistance programs do not hold conflicting visions, but are complementary

The NPTP funding is indeed a grant, but not funded by the World Bank; it is funded by a number
of sources: the EU, Canada, England, Japan...

The monthly amount is up to 145$, not 126$. This amount is neither a salary, nor a replacement
for a wage income, it is a complementary assistance

The number of benefiting households is currently 36,000. This number is being increased, and
will reach 75,000 within the next four months

One month after the registration was initiated, projections indicate that the number of households
who are near or below the poverty line is 200,000 households, of which 150,000 households will
timely benefit from the planned assistance, starting March 2022

Concerning the education component, the ESSN program also involves an allowance amount,
and is funded by the World Bank.

On Paragraph 69:

The methodologies applied to identify "the poor" are those recommended and enforced by the
international instances involved in the project, in particular UNDP and UNHCR, and must
therefore be respected by the Lebanese side. Should there be any agreement on adopting different
methodologies, the Lebanese side would be ready to comply. Payement is handled by WFP.

On Paragraph 70:

This feedback is typically that of every citizen who does not rightfully benefit from the allowance,
while those who benefit from such allowance are reluctant to testify for fear of sparking
jealousy. Such individual feedback is subjective, non-documented, and cannot serve as the basis
for public and social policies, nor for official reporting

Based on previous experience, when implementing the ESSN registration, the fully digital process
that has been implemented does not leave any room for any pressure or amendment by any
political party or influential individuals whatsoever, and has earned the trust of all funding
international organizations, as well as that of the Lebanese population.

On Paragraph 71:

The ESSN program is not a 3-years program covering 160,000 households, but is funded to cover
only 150,000 households over a period of one year

The expected number of registered individuals is more likely to be around 1.2 million

The Lebanese implementation team is fully aware of the existence of some flaws in the
methodologies provided by the international organizations in the scope of NPTP, and are working
on improving the eligibility criteria in the scope of ESSN.

On Paragraph 72:

Based on the registration data, and in coordination with the World Bank, the one-year project will
provide a coverage for 300,000 households, with an amount of up to 126$

A request has been filed with the World Bank for a loan amounting to 275 Million US$
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The Government has pledged to provide civil servants of the public sector with a monthly
allocation amounting between 90% and 180$, until the upcoming approval of the 2022 Budget by
the Parliament.

On Paragraph 73:

Taking into consideration the scarcity of computer equipment with most families in need, and the
shortcomings of electricity supply, the registration platform was designed to be operable on mere
mobile phones, a device that is widely available, even among the poorest families in Lebanon

137 associations across all regions of Lebanon were formally trained on operating the registration
platform, so that they can assist families in the registration process, where and as needed.
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