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Organizational and command and control structures of the
Belarusian Ministry of Interior, special and armed forces and
law enforcement agencies

1. The internal security sector of Belarus comprises the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
the Internal Troops subordinate to it; the Committee for State Security (KGB); the Operations
and Analysis Centre under the President and the Presidential Security Service; the structures
of the State Border Committee; the investigative division of the State Control Committee;
the State Customs Committee; and the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Belarusian Armed
Forces. While enough information is available to establish the involvement of the above-
listed agencies in the events that occurred during the 9 to 14 August period, only the key
agencies of the security sector are listed here.

2. The Security Council is the supreme collective coordinating and enforcing the powers
of the President on matters of national security. The President appoints the members of the
Council who among others determine key national interests, real and potential external and
internal security threats, submit proposals to the President regarding domestic policies in
ensuring public security, put forward preventive measures to prevent emergency situations
and coordinate activities of the government authorities.

3. The Presidential Security Service is responsible for ensuring the security of senior
officials of the Belarusian state and ensuring the security of protected objects.

4, The Ministry of Internal Affairs oversees the Penal Correction Department (PCD),
the Main Directorate for Combatting Organized Crime and Corruption (GUBOPIK), the
Internal Troops, and the Almaz Special Anti-Terrorism Unit.

5. The Penal Correction Department (PCD) oversees all Ministry of Internal Affairs’
detention facilities.>* The head of the PCD is nominated by the Minister of Internal Affairs
and appointed by the President. The head of the PCD reports directly to the Minister of
Internal Affairs.

6. The Main Directorate for Combatting Organized Crime and Corruption (GUBOPIK)
is a unit within the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The Third Department, responsible for
countering extremism, has three divisions: the first division is responsible for “countering
extremism in radical public and other formations”; the second division is responsible for
“countering extremism in ethnic and religious formation and illegal migration”; and the third
division is responsible for computer intelligence.

7. In August 2020, four so-called “Attack Groups” were created, comprising of
personnel from GUBOPIK who were in command and supported by servicemen of the special
operations forces of the Armed Forces.

8. The Internal Troops are a paramilitary gendarmerie forces, subordinate to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs that includes the Minsk-based 3rd Red Banner Separate Special-
Purpose Brigade (Military 3214 “Uruchenskaya Brigade”), whose Special Rapid Response
Unit (SOBR) performs crowd control functions as part of the riot police system. The Ministry
of Internal Affairs has the authority to conduct investigations into alleged misconduct by all
subordinate forces.

9. The Almaz Special Anti-Terrorism Unit (Almaz), a special-purpose detachment of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs, was also deployed to operationally assist in the dispersal of
mass protests.

34

All heads of facilities where persons accused or convicted are held are appointed and subordinate to
this department. Subordinated to the PCD are regional and Minsk city subdivisions (UDIN). All
correctional and pre-trial detention facilities in their territories report to the UDIN.
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10.  Alongside the abovementioned Ministry of Internal Affairs bodies, the forces and
officials of the Committee for State Security (KGB); the Operations and Analysis Centre
under the President; the Investigative Committee; and the Ministry of Defence were involved
in the events during the 9 to 14 August period.

11.  The Committee for State Security of the Republic of Belarus (KGB) is Belarus’
national intelligence agency. The Alpha Group is an elite KGB unit dedicated to anti-
terrorism operations, that can be tasked to assist operationally the Public Security Police and
other law enforcement agencies.

12.  The Operations and Analysis Centre under the President of the Republic of Belarus
(OAQ) is the state security agency in charge of classified information and state secrets,
responsible for the information environment and telecommunication channels including
internet traffic control.

13.  The Investigative Committee, a body nominally independent from the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, is exercising authority in the area of pre-trial criminal proceedings.

14.  The Ministry of Defence ordered the transfer of servicemen from the 5th Spetsnaz
Brigade to assist the Special Purpose Police Department (OMON).
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Map of Belarus
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