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Antisemitism and Incitement in Palestinian Education

United Nations Watch is concerned that the Palestinian education system continues to
promote antisemitism and incite terrorism, including in schools of the UN Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA).

Recently two UN treaty bodies reviewing the State of Palestine’s compliance with
international human rights treaties criticized racist content in Palestinian educational
materials. In August 2019, the Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination
criticized the existence of hate speech in “school curricula and textbooks,” which it said
“fuels hatred and may incite violence, particularly hate speech against Israelis, which at
times also fuels antisemitism.”* In February 2020, the Committee on the Rights of the Child
expressed concern about reports that Palestinian textbooks contained content “that do[es]
not promote peace and tolerance.”?

Regrettably, Palestinian Authority (PA) textbooks continue to incite antisemitism and
terrorism. In May this year, the European Parliament condemned the PA in this regard,
expressing concern “that problematic material in Palestinian school textbooks has still not
been removed” and “about the continued failure to act effectively against hate speech and
violence in school textbooks.” The European Parliament stated that EU funds should be
used only to draft “curricula which reflects UNESCO standards of peace, tolerance,
coexistence, and non-violence.”

IMPACT-se, an NGO dedicated to reviewing school textbooks for compliance with
UNESCO standards of peace and tolerance, conducts regular reviews of Palestinian
textbooks. IMPACT-se’s most recent study, covering 2020 to 2021, found that the
Palestinian curriculum had “moved further from meeting UNESCO standards,” contained
“a systematic insertion of violence, martyrdom and jihad across all grades and subjects,”
and “rejected” the possibility of peace with Israel.*

Concerningly, these same textbooks are used by UNRWA, which is unique among UN
agencies in that it provides government-like services to its constituents, including
healthcare and education. UNRWA operates 711 schools for 526,000 students with over
22,000 educational staff.> In addition to violating various international treaties as noted
above, the textbook content that incites terrorism and racism also violates UN and UNRWA
internal policies concerning staff neutrality and impartiality.

Attempts by UNRWA to change this curriculum have been met with fierce resistance by
the PA.5 In a January 2020 fact sheet, UNRWA claimed that it addresses the problematic
content in PA textbooks through its “robust” review system which ensures its education “is
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for the financial year 2018, Section 111 — Commission and executive agencies, European Parliament,
Doc. No. A9-0069/2020 (March 3, 2020), https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-
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in line with UN values and principles.”” However, a now declassified United States of
America Government Accountability Office report found that while UNRWA had
developed complementary teaching materials to address problematic textbook content, as of
April 2018, it had not trained teachers on these materials nor had it distributed them in the
classroom.® One of the reasons cited by UNRWA for failing to train teachers on these
complementary materials was “staff refusal to attend training and workshops.” According
to UNRWA, some staff opposed the use of these materials and others boycotted the
training.®

Moreover, when UNRWA did produce its own educational content for students during
COVID-19, that material was found by IMPACT-se to be rife with problematic content,
including incitement to violence and hatred and support for terrorism, such as glorifying
Dalal Mughrabi who participated in the 1978 Coastal Road Massacre.'® According to
IMPACT-se director Marcus Sheff, the “UNRWA-created material is, in places, more
extremist than PA material it complements.”!

When this was exposed, UNRWA claimed the materials had been distributed “mistakenly”
and blamed the teachers who had prepared the materials, the majority of whom it said “are
refugees themselves.”!? This statement shifting blame to the UNRWA staff who created the
problematic content is revealing. It shows that the problem of racism and terrorist
incitement in Palestinian education runs much deeper than the textbooks.

Indeed, since 2015, UN Watch has published six separate reports exposing a total of 100
UNRWA staff Facebook pages containing antisemitism and terrorist incitement. UNRWA
staff consistently propagate antisemitism and support for terrorism on social media. This
phenomenon is systemic and actually dates back to UNRWA’s early days. In their new
authoritative book The War of Return, UNRWA experts Dr. Einat Wilf and Adi Schwartz
describe the indoctrination in UNRWA schools in the 1960s, 70s and 80s:

"The teachers were Palestinians—refugees and their offspring in the camps—who passed
on their personal experiences. Pupils reported that their teachers were faithful to the
national struggle..."

"UNRWA'’s schools repeatedly emphasized the idea of a violent return to the territory of
the state of Israel..."

"All the maps of Palestine used in the schools showed the whole of Israel painted in
black..."

"UNRWA'’s education system effectively became an instrument for the mobilization of the
population of the camps for the Palestinian armed struggle..."3

Therefore, it is no surprise that UNRWA teachers who “are refugees themselves” would
create hateful content for their students or refuse to attend UNRWA trainings on
complementary materials meant to replace hateful content in PA textbooks.
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Furthermore, separate from the issue of textbooks, both the PA and Hamas misuse
educational opportunities to incite violence in children as a matter of course.

For example, the PA has a practice of using school names to honor terrorists and glorify
martyrdom, thus turning terrorists into role models for children. Children studying at these
schools have expressed the aspiration to “reach the level” of the terrorist for whom the
school is named.** According to Palestinian Media Watch (PMW), dozens of PA Ministry
of Education schools are named for terrorists.*®

This practice is not limited to schools. Palestinian youth centers, summer camps, and
sporting events also are frequently named for terrorists. In 2020, PA President Mahmoud
Abbas’s Fatah party named a summer camp for high school boys after Omar Abu Laila who
was killed by Israeli soldiers in the course of carrying out a terrorist attack in which he
murdered two Israelis. Photos of the camp showed the participants dressed in military
uniform and holding a symbolic funeral for the “martyr” Omar Abu Laila.®

Both the PA and Hamas also turn educational activities into platforms to teach hate and
violence. Every year Hamas runs summer camps in which it trains children in military
tactics and weapons use.'” Likewise, summer camps run by Fatah and the PLO teach
children to venerate famous Palestinian martyrs like Abu Jihad, who was responsible for
terror attacks in which 125 Israelis were killed.'®

Palestinian misuse of its educational system to indoctrinate Palestinian youth to hatred and
violence should be alarming to anyone who wishes for a peaceful solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Accordingly, United Nations Watch urges the Special Rapporteur on
education to identify, report on and strongly condemn incitement in Palestinian education.
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