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Notes

The recommendations that were “noted”, should not imply that they do not enjoy any support from
the Government of Liberia, but that the Government is not in the position to commit to those
recommendations without the requisite preparation.

1 At the onset of this administration, it was established that ending the practice of FGM in Liberia
needs extensive consultations with our traditional people, including civil society actors who continue
to lead awareness activities in that direction. To this end, the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social
Protection (MGCSP) embarked on a purposeful and intentional engagement with our traditional
Chiefs and Elders. This engagement was cemented in a never before seen, concentrated outreach and
awareness; thus, this assured them that the Administration respects their views and craves their direct
involvement, which they view as allowing them to take ownership of the process to eradicate FGM.
On recommendations relating to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) rights, the
protection of the rights of all citizens and foreign residents residing within our borders, remains a
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constitutional duty and priority of Government. Article 11(3) of the 1986 Constitution of Liberia
states: “All persons are equal before the law and are therefore entitled to the equal protection of the
law”. The fact that the recommendations of LGBT were noted does not mean that the rights of LGBT
persons are not guaranteed. In fact, the Government has remained engaged with all relevant
stakeholders on the protection of LGBT persons from discrimination.

3 H.E. George Manneh Weah in his first State of the Nation Address, mentioned that his administration
would support the TRC process. He reaffirmed this pledge while addressing the United Nations
General Assembly in New York, United States of America, in September 2018. The commitment of
the government to the implementation of the TRC recommendations is also stated in the Pro-poor
Agenda for Prosperity and Development (PAPD, Page 90).

With support from the United Nations’ Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) in Liberia and the Centre for Democracy and Development (CDD), based in Nigeria, the
Independent National Commission on Human Rights (INCHR), in collaboration with the civil society,
implemented a three-day national colloquium from May 15-18, 2019 under the theme, “Promoting
National Reconciliation through Implementation of the TRC Recommendations”. The event brought
together over one hundred and fifty stakeholders from across the country to solicit the views of
Liberian citizenry on the way forward in regards to the implementation of the report of the Liberian
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
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