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% Article 8 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women provides:

“1. If the Committee receives reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations
by a State Party of rights set forth in the Convention, the Committee shall invite that State Party to
cooperate in the examination of the information and to this end to submit observations with regard
to the information concerned.

“2.  Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party
concerned as well as any other reliable information available to it, the Committee may designate
one or more of its members to conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to the Committee. Where
warranted and with the consent of the State Party, the inquiry may include avisit to its territory.

“3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit these
findings to the State Party concerned together with any comments and recommendations.

“4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments
and recommendations transmitted by the Committee, submit its observations to the Committee.

“5.  Such aninquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of the State Party
shall be sought at al stages of the proceedings.”

% Article 6 of the Optional Protocal to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
provides:

“1. If the Committee receives reliable information indicating grave or systematic violations
by a State Party of rights set forth in the Convention, the Committee shall invite that State Party to
cooperate in the examination of the information and to this end submit observations with regard to
the information concerned.

“2.  Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by the State Party
concerned as well as any other reliable information available to it, the Committee may designate
one or more of its members to conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to the Committee. Where
warranted and with the consent of the State Party, the inquiry may include avisit to its territory.

“3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit these
findings to the State Party concerned together with any comments and recommendations.

“4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments
and recommendations transmitted by the Committee, submit its observations to the Committee.

“5. Such aninquiry shall be conducted confidentialy and the cooperation of the State Party
shall be sought at al stages of the proceedings.”
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2 Argentina - Nationa Institute to Combat Discrimination, Xenophobia and Racism (INADI);

Belgium - Centre pour I’ egalité des chances et la utte contre le racisme (Centre for Equal Opportunity
and the Struggle against Racism); Liechtenstein - Constitutional Court; Luxembourg - Commission
spéciale permanente contre la discrimination; Montenegro - Federal Constitutional Court; Portugal - High
Commissioner for Immigration and Ethnic Minorities; Romania - National Council for Combating
Discrimination; Serbia - Federal Congtitutional Court; South Africa - South African Human Rights
Commission.
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