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Annex |

Additional information on the situation in Yemen

Humanitarian situation?

1. Since 27 April 2017, a cholera epidemic has swept through Yemen at an
unprecedented scale. As of mid-August 2017, there were more than 500,000 suspected
cases and 1,930 related deaths across the country. More than one third of all suspected
cases affected children. The risk of the epidemic spreading further was significant, as health
and sanitation systems had collapsed or were unable to cope. Nearly half of all health
facilities were non-functional, with 14.8 million people lacking access to basic health care
and 14.5 million people without consistent access to clean water and sanitation. Every 10
minutes, a child under the age of 5 died of a preventable disease such as cholera, measles or
polio.

2. The current level of hunger in Yemen was also unprecedented. As of June 2017,
17.1 million people in the country were food insecure. Of those, 7.3 million — more than
one in four — were severely food insecure, meaning that they relied entirely on external
assistance and were on the brink of famine. In a country that was previously nearly 90 per
cent dependent on imported food, there was no longer enough. Where food was available in
the markets, people could not afford to buy. Malnutrition increased susceptibility to
disease.

3. More than three million people had fled their homes to seek safety during the
conflict; one million of them had returned, but often to find their homes and livelihoods
destroyed, as well as lurking threats of unexploded ordnance. Of the two million who
remained displaced, 81 per cent had been displaced for more than one year. Nearly 75 per
cent of the displaced were from Taizz, Hajjah and Sa’ada governorates and Sana’a city,
where the conflict had hit the hardest.

Shelling

4. On 5 July 2016, in Marib city, Marib Governorate, mortar shelling struck a
residential neighbourhood, killing 8 children and injuring 12 other civilians, including 2
women and 7 children. Witnesses told OHCHR that the shelling had come from an area 25
kilometres to the west, where Houthi/Saleh forces were positioned. At the time, pro-
Government forces controlled Marib city. Local residents told OHCHR that a military
camp was located about 3 kilometres to the east of the area impacted. In addition to the
civilian casualties, 5 homes were totally damaged and 30 were partially destroyed as a
result of the attack.

5. On 16 January 2017, in Al-Mawjer village, Magbanah district, Taizz Governorate,
mortar shelling struck a residential building, killing five civilians, including two women
and two children, and injuring five civilians, including two women and three children. The
building was completely destroyed. Witnesses told OHCHR that the mortar came from the
mountain, which was controlled at the time by Houthi/Saleh forces, while the area hit was
controlled by pro-Government forces.

6. On 1 February 2017, in Majzar district, Marib Governorate, two mortar shells struck
Al Khanig camp for internally displaced persons, killing two civilians and injuring four
others, including two women and two children. According to witnesses, the shelling, which
struck three tents inside the camp, came from the Sareem area in a neighbouring district
that was controlled by Houthi/Saleh forcest.

18

All the information in this section was provided by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.

GE.17-15963



A/HRC/36/33

7. On 12 February 2017, in Qa’atabah city, Qa’atabah district, Al-Dhale’e governorate,
mortar shelling struck a residential area, injuring four civilians, including three children
who had been playing in front of their home. Two of the injured — one adult and one girl
— succumbed to their injuries the following day. At the time, the Qa’atabah city was
controlled by pro-Government forces and, according to local authorities, the shelling was
launched from an area controlled by Houthi/Saleh forces.

8. On 24 February 2017, in Al-Mujama’a area, Marib city, Marib Governorate, mortar
shelling struck a restaurant, killing three civilians, including 1 child, and injuring 12
civilians, including 1 child. According to witnesses, the shelling came from the Heylan
mountain, which was controlled at the time by Houthi/Saleh forces.

Airstrikes

9. On 7 August 2016, in Al-Madeed village, Nihm district, Sana’a Governorate, two
airstrikes hit residential and commercial buildings, killing 16 civilians, including 7 children,
and injuring 24 civilians, including 13 children and 1 woman. Moreover, four houses were
damaged and a pharmacy was destroyed. At around 7 p.m., the first airstrike hit two large
houses belonging to two brothers; 29 members of the same extended family were among
the casualties, while the remaining casualties were civilians in the vicinity. Two hours later,
the second airstrike hit a shop that sold cooking gas canisters, which caused a massive
explosion that burned down the pharmacy.

10.  On 9 August 2016, in Al Sofan area, Ath’thaorah district, Sana’a Governorate, an
airstrike destroyed a food factory, killing 10 factory workers — all civilians — including 3
women, and injuring 13 others. The bodies were so charred that the victims’ families had
difficulty identifying them. Some survivors were stuck under rubble for hours before
rescuers could pull them out. OHCHR had previously verified an airstrike against the same
factory in January 2016. The factory stood adjacent to a military camp. In its response to
allegations of the attack, JIAT reported that coalition forces had hit military objectives 7 to
10 kilometres away from the factory; it denied hitting the factory itself.?

11.  On 10 September 2016, on the eve of Eid al-Adha, in Bait Sadan village, Arhab
district, Sana’a Governorate, at least 10 airstrikes targeted the village, killing at least 31
civilians, including 2 children, and injuring 42 civilians, including 4 children. According to
local witnesses, the first strike hit an artesian well-drilling machine around 2 a.m., killing
five workers and injuring six others. Airstrikes then continued for the next 10 hours. Many
of those killed and injured were participating in the rescue efforts from nearby villages. In
addition to the civilian casualties, three buildings used for storing crops, as well as civilian
cars and motorbikes were damaged.

12.  On 20 September 2016, in Al-Mensaf area, Al-Matammah district, Al-Jawf
Governorate, an airstrike hit a civilian vehicle, killing 15 civilians — 3 women and 12
children — and injuring 3 other children. The victims’ bodies were charred and torn into
shreds except for the three injured children who had gotten out of the vehicle a few minutes
before the attack. Local residents told OHCHR that the vehicle belonged to a farmer and
the victims were on their way to work at the farm.

13. On 17 May 2017, in Shawba area, Al-Wazi’iyah district, Taizz Governorate, an
airstrike hit a pickup truck serving as a taxi, killing 16 civilians, including 2 women and 4
children, and injuring 10 other civilians. According to witnesses, the vehicle was coming
from the market at the time of the airstrike.

14.  On 17 June 2017, at Al-Mashnaq market, Shad’aa district, Sa’ada Governorate, an
airstrike hit a house, killing at least 23 civilians, including 8 children, and injuring another
civilian. Reportedly, the house, which was located a few metres from the Yemen-Saudi
Arabia border, was used by gat smugglers. According to local residents, those who
survived the airstrike tried to flee the house, but came under machine gun fire from
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helicopters flying over the area about 10 minutes after the airstrike. Rescuers from
neighbouring villages were unable to reach the market for one hour owing to continuing
insecurity in the area.

Attacks on funeral gatherings

15.  In addition to the attack on Al Kubra hall, OHCHR verified two other incidents
involving airstrikes against funeral gatherings in the past year. On 21 September 2016, in
Al Hunoud area, Al Hook district, Al-Hudaydah Governorate, an airstrike impacted a
residential area in the city centre, killing at least 28 civilians, including 2 women and 8
children, and injuring 62 civilians, including 11 women and 3 children. At the time of the
airstrike, civilians were gathering in a tent for a funeral procession of a local resident,
which accounted for the high number of casualties. The attack also destroyed 6 houses and
damaged 30 others. On 15 February 2017, in Al Shiraa village, Arhab district, Sana’a
Governorate, an airstrike impacted a two-storey house, killing five women and one child,
and injuring another eight women and two children. The house was completely destroyed.
At the time of the attack, the women and children were participating in a funeral ceremony
for the son of a community leader. Reportedly, the family of the deceased had no political
affiliations. The affected area was residential and surrounded by gat farms.

Attacks against fishermen

16. OHCHR verified six incidents of attacks against fishermen off the shores of Al-
Hudaydah in early 2017. On 3 February, a helicopter gunship fired on the tents and boats of
fishermen gathered on an island off the shores of Al-Hudaydah, killing six civilian
fishermen and injuring seven others. On 15 March, two different fishing boats were
attacked in the waters off Al-Hudaydah. The first boat was fired upon by a helicopter: two
fishermen were killed and five injured. Seeing their fellow fishermen attacked, the second
boat of fishermen tried to escape from the area but was hit by a projectile fired from a
nearby ship, which killed five civilians and injured three. Two of the casualties were boys
— one was killed and the other was injured. The next day, another fishing boat went
missing off the shores of Al-Hudaydah. The 10 civilian fishermen on board were still
missing; parts of the boat were later found burned. On 5 April 2017, four fishermen were
killed when their boat was attacked by a helicopter. On the same day, another fishing boat
was damaged as result of an attack by a helicopter in the same area. No civilian casualties
were reported as the fishermen managed to jump out of the boats as soon as the attack
started.

Casualties caused by explosive weapons

17. On 8 July 2016, in Neijad village, Al-Qabbaytah district, Lahj Governorate, four
civilians, including a woman, from one family were injured as a result of explosions along
a secondary road. The victims were traveling on foot along a road that was too narrow for
vehicle traffic. A witness told OHCHR that the first explosion triggered a second explosion
nearby.

18.  On 15 July 2016, near Al-Ma’sar village, Damt district, Al-Dhale’e Governorate,
one child was severely injured when he stepped on an explosive while grazing his
livestock.

19.  On 9 August 2016, in Wadi Hanna village, Al-Wazi’iyah district, Taizz
Governorate, an explosive planted in the road killed 10 civilians, including 6 children, and
injured 9 civilians, including 4 children. All of the victims were travelling in the same
pickup truck-taxi. The driver had safely used the same route earlier in the day to reach the
same destination.

20.  On 31 October 2016, in Al-Masar area, Damt district, Al-Dhale’e Governorate, an
explosive planted in the road killed three children and injured another civilian. The children
were riding in a pickup truck; the driver was injured.

21.  On 5 November 2016, in Khour village, Jabal Habashy district, Taizz Governorate,
two children were severely injured when one of them stepped on an explosive while
grazing his livestock.
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Mass detentions

22. On 10 August 2016, in Sana’a city, forces aligned with the de facto authorities
detained 68 civilians, including 22 women and 2 children, who were attending a peaceful
community event on youth development. Around 20 of those detained were followers of the
Baha’i faith, including Iranian and Iraqi citizens. The civilians were never charged and
most were released within one week. Two men, who had come to seek the release of their
wives, were detained and held for months. One of them, who was born in the Islamic
Republic of Iran and raised in Yemen, remained in detention at the time of drafting this
report.

23.  On 22 October 2016, in Hagib village, Damt district, Al-Dhale’e Governorate, 40
civilian men were detained by Houthi/Saleh forces. Witnesses told OHCHR that the forces
conducted house-to-house searches and aggressive raids, and arrested civilians perceived as
sympathizers of the pro-Government forces. The detainees were transferred to various
unofficial or secret detention facilities in Ibb, Dhamar and Sana’a governorates; they were
released after several days without charge. During their detention, their families did not
know their whereabouts and were not able to visit or communicate with them.

24.  On 4 December 2016, in Teiab village, Dhi Na’im district, Al-Bayda Governorate,
Houthi/Saleh forces detained 61 civilians, including 19 boys. Sixty armed men,
accompanied by armoured vehicles and a tank, conducted the operation on the main road,
stopping and searching several vehicles passing the checkpoint. The arrested civilians were
transferred to a secret prison. The mass arrest came after an attack by pro-Government
forces on Houthi/Saleh military positions in the area, the day before. Reportedly,
Houthi/Saleh forces accused local tribes in the area of failing to protect their military
positions during the attack. During the detention, the families of the civilians were not able
to visit or communicate with them. They were all released without charge — most of them
on the same day — and 12 were released after several days.

25. On 11 February 2017, in Al-Rameid IDP camp, Al-Udayn district, Ibb Governorate,
82 civilians, including 7 boys, were detained by Houthi/Saleh forces. Armed men raided the
homes in the middle of the night while the families were sleeping, causing severe panic
among the women and children in the camp. The mass arrest followed the ambush and
assassination of a Houthi military leader that morning, 10 kilometres from the camp. The
civilians were transported to an unrecognized place of detention, where they were held —
40 detainees in a single cell. Their families had no access to them during their detention.
They were released the following day without charge.
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Annex |1

Photographs

Figure |
Points of impact at Al Kubra Hall on 8 October 2016!

Figure Il
Destruction caused to Al K/ql\)ra Hall on 8 Octber 20162

1 Photograph taken by OHCHR staff on 9 October 2016.

2 Photograph taken by OHCHR staff on 9 October 2016.
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Figure 111

Boat attacked the night of 16 March 2017 while carrying Somali refugees and
migrants®

Figure IV
Destruction caused to Abs Hospital on 15 August 20164

3 Photograph taken by OHCHR staff on 18 March 2017.
4 Photograph taken by OHCHR staff on 15 August 2016.
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Annex 111

Infographics

) @) Civilian Casualties in Yemen March 2015 — June 2017
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OHCHR I Yemen Report

Impact of Shelling in Yemen July 2016 - June 2017

SELECTED INCIDENTS AFFECTING CIVILIAN
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Impact of Airstrikes in Yemen July 2016 = June 2017
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