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Correspondence with the Government of the Syrian Arab

Republic

NATIONS UNIES
DROITS DE 'HOMME

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT

UNITED NATIONS
Y/ HUMAN RIGHTS

QFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L'"HOMME + OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Tel: 41-22-9179110, Fax: 41-22-9179007

i of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic established pursuant to
United Nations Human Rq,hls(ounu! Resolutions S-17/1, 19/22, 21/26, 22/24, 25/23 and 28/20

15 January 2016

Excellency,

On behalf of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syria Arab
Republic and in accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 28/20 of 27 March 2015, I
am writing to request a visit by the Commission to the Syrian Arab Republic. We make this
request in the same spirit of cooperation that we hope is developing to find a political resolution
to the armed conflict and to fight the spread of terrorist organisations in the country.

My fellow commissioners and I have been greatly encouraged by recent progress
towards a possible renewal of political dialogue. Such efforts to foster a solution through
political negotiation are essential as we have repeatedly noted that there can be no military
solution to the conflict. At the same time, we also have welcomed international consensus
concerning the imperative to fight terrorist organisations operating with impunity inside the
Syrian Arab Republic, especially the so-called “ISIS” (or Da ‘esh) and Jabhat Al Nusra.

As you may know, our Commission has consistently reported on the horrific violations
of international law committed by such terrorist groups. Our findings have emphasized the
criminal responsibility of the leadership and fighters of the so-called ISIS for war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed during their seizure of territory in the Syrian Arab
Republic.

In this context, we respectfully seek your assistance in the fulfilment of our mandate
and request your Government’s kind assistance in facilitating our access to the Syrian Arab
Republic and helping us to contact civilian victims of terrorist groups or their families. Meetings
with relevant government officials would also be most welcome.

We wish to reassure you of our commitment to full engagement with your Excellency’s
Government and our intention to reflect in our reports the perspective of all parties in the
context of the current crisis. Specifically, we would be highly grateful if a visit could be
arranged for us at the earliest convenience of your Government.

Again, on behalf of the Commission of Inquiry, I would like to avail myself of this
opportunity to extend to you assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

Moo 1 D~

Paulo Pinheiro

Chair, Independent International
Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian
Arab Republic

His Excellency Mr. Hussam Edin Aala
Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of the

Syrian Arab Republic to the

United Nations Office at Geneva

GE.16-01721



A/HRC/31/68

GE.16-01721

NATIONS UNIES ), UNITED NATIONS
DROITS DE LHOMME @ g&%y HUMAN RIGHTS

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L'HOMME + OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Tel: 41-22-9179110, Fax: 41-22-9179007

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic established pursuant to
United Nations Human Rights Council Resolutions $-17/1, 19/22, 21/26, 22/24, 25/23, and 28/20

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab
Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in
Geneva, and has the honour to refer to Human Rights Council resolution S-17/1
establishing the Commission “to investigate all alleged violations of international
human rights law.” It also refers to resolution A/HRC/28/20 adopted by the
Human Rights Council on 27 March 2015 extending the mandate of the
Commission until March 2016.

The Commission would like to request access for members of its
secretariat team to localities in the northeastern governorates of the Syrian Arab
Republic, particularly the towns of Ain Al Arab, Tal Abyad, Qamishli and Al
Hassakeh. Commission staff would like to speak to Syrian victims of crimes
committed by the terrorist group, the so-called ISIS.

As you may know, the Commission has consistently reported on the
horrific violations of international law committed by such terrorist groups. Its
findings have emphasized the criminal responsibility of the leadership and
fighters of the so-called ISIS for war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed during their seizure of territory in the Syrian Arab Republic.
Investigations into crimes committed in northeastern governorates would be
greatly furthered by facilitating our access to these areas.

In this context, we respectfully request your Government’s kind assistance
in facilitating this requested visit. For purposes of clarifying details in relation to
this request please contact Mr. James Rodehaver, the Coordinator of the
Commission’s Secretariat.

The Commission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic the assurances of its highest
consideration.

26 January 2016
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Annex 11

Damage assessment of Omar Ibn al-Khattab mosque, Jisr al-
Shugur (Idlib)

15 April 2014
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) lma;ge analysis: UNITAR-UNOSAT
Copyright: 2016 DigitalGlobe
Source: Google Inc.

Possible
Severe
Damage

Image analysns UNITAR-UNOSAT
Copyright: 2016 Airbus D&S

UNOSAT analysed imagery acquired on 13 November 2015 and 15 April 2014 to detect
possible damage to the Omar Ibn al-Khattab mosque in Jisr al-Shugur, Idlib. Using satellite
imagery based change detection analysis, UNOSAT identified possible severe damage to
the main mosque building and probable damage to the mosque minaret.
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Annex 111

Damage assessment of Husseiniya (Hasakah)

GE.16-01721

28 March 2011

Image analysis: UNITAR-UNOSAT
Copyright: 2016 DigitalGlobe Inc.

13 June 2015

Image analysis: UNITAR-UNOSAT
Copyright: 2016 Airbus D&S

UNOSAT analysed imagery acquired on 28 March 2011 and 13 June 2015 to detect
changes in Al Husseiniyah village in Tel Hamis countryside, Hasakah. UNOSAT identified
that a majority of the previously visible buildings had been destroyed or razed. A total of

319 buildings were destroyed or razed.
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Annex IV

Damage assessment of Al-Eis field hospital (Aleppo)

Image analysis: UNITAR-UNOSAT
Copyright: 2016 DigitalGlobe Inc.

Debris in the
immediate
vicinity of the
hospital

Craters in the
< . vicinity of the
"% hospital

Image analysis: UNITAR-UNOSAT]
Copyright: 2016 DigitalGlobe Inc.

UNOSAT analysed imagery acquired on 22 November2015 and 22 October 2014 to detect
changes at the Makeshift Hospital in Jabal al-Eis,Syria. Using satellite imagery based
change detection analysis, UNOSAT assess the building as being moderately damaged.
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Annex V

Damage assessment of Palmyra ruins (Homs)

14 February 2014

Image analysis: UNITAR-UNOSAT
Copyright: DigitalGlobe WorldView -2 Image

18 October 2015

Image analysis: UNITAR-UNOSAT
Copyright: Airbus Defense and Space
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Security Council resolutions on the Syrian Arab Republic

Resolution Date of adoption Theme
. Authorizes an advanced team to monitor ceasefire
Jue2 (20n2) 165 (gl 2002 implementation in the Syrian Arab Republic
. Establishes the United Nations Supervision Mission in the
e 21 April 2012 Syrian Arab Republic (UNSMIS)
Renews the mandate of the United Nations Supervision
2059 (2012) 20 July 2012 Mission in the Syrian Arab Republic (UNSMIS) for 30
days
2118 (2013) 27 September 2013 Estab_llshes the framework for the elimination of Syrian
chemical weapons
Urges access to humanitarian aid and calls parties to
2139 (2014) 22 February 2014 facilitate delivery of aid and lifting of sieges in populated
areas
Authorizes, for 180 days, cross-border relief delivery and
2165 (2014) 14 July 2014 the expeditious deployment of a monitoring mechanism to
ensure compliance
Condemns widespread human rights violations by
2 () AR AU extremist groups in Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic
Condemns violent extremism and underlines the role of
2l [ 2 S eI 200G states in preventing travel and funding to terrorist fighters
2199 (2015) 12 February 2015 Condemns trade with groups associated with Al-Qaida
2209 (2015) 6 March 2015 Coqdemns use of ch_emlcal weapons (chlorine) in the
Syrian Arab Republic
Establishes a mechanism to identify perpetrators using
225 () (LS chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic
Condemns ISIS terrorist attacks and requires member
2249 (2015) 20 November 2015 states to take all necessary measures to prevent terrorist
acts on ISIS-controlled territory
Expands sanctions framework to include Islamic State in
2253 (2015) 17 December 2015 Irag and Levant, including suppressing financing to this
group
2254 (2015) 18 December 2015 Endorsgs a road map for peace in the Syrian Arab
Republic
2258 (2015) 29 December 2015 Rer]ews authorization for passage of humanitarian aid
until January 2017
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Annex VII

Map of the Syrian Arab Republic
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