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[English only]

Programme of the workshop on enhancing cooperation
between United Nations and regional mechanisms for the
promotion and protection of human rights

Geneva, 8 and 9 October 2014

Day 1 (8 October 2014)

“Enhancing cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms”

Objective: To develop concrete proposals to strengthen cooperation between United Nations and regional
human rights mechanisms in promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights with a focus
on persons with disabilities and women

09:00 —10:00  Registration
10:00-10:30  Opening session
Speaker 1: Mr. Anders Kompass, Director, FOTCD, OHCHR
Speaker 2: H.E. Ambassador Dilip Sinha, Vice-President, Human Rights Council

Speaker 3: H.E. Ambassador Bertrand de Crombrugghe, Permanent Representative of
Belgium to the United Nations Office at Geneva

10:30-12:30  Session I: “Taking stock of developments in cooperation between United Nations and
regional human rights mechanisms”

Obijective: This session will allow participants to share experiences and best practices in relation to
cooperation initiatives/activities between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms,
including their added value and challenges encountered in the implementation of these initiatives.
Discussions will be informed by the 13 recommendations made during the 2012 workshop and will also
aim at identifying ways and means to replicate best practices in other mechanisms involved in promoting
and protecting economic, social and cultural rights.

Discussions will focus on the following issues: What progress has been made in implementing the
recommendations of the 2012 workshop? What were the challenges and implementation gaps? What are
the key lessons learned?

Chair: Mr. Anders Kompass, Director, FOTCD, OHCHR
Rapporteur: Mr.Srinivasa Kammath, NIRMS, OHCHR
10:30-12:30  Panel 1:
Notes: Panel duration: 2 hours. Time allocation: approx. 10 minutes per panellist.

Panellists: Panellist 1: Mr. Christof Heyns, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions and Chairperson of the Joint Working Group of Special Procedures
of HRC and ACHPR
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Panellist 2: Mr. Mohammed Bechir Khalfallah, Commissioner, African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights

Panellist 3: Ms. Tracy Robinson, Chairperson and Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Women, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Panellist 4: H.E. Ambassador Murat Adali, Permanent Observer of the Council of
Europe to the United Nations

Panellist 5: Mr. Kyaw Tint Swe, Chairperson, ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission
on Human Rights (AICHR)

Panellist 6: H.E. Ambassador Mostafa Alaei, Member, Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation Independent Permanent Commission on Human Rights

Panellist 7: Ms. Kamala Chandrakirana, Member, United Nations Working Group on
Discrimination against Women in Law and in Practice

Panellist 8: Ms. Beatriz Balbin, First Deputy Director, OSCE Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights

12:30—13:00  Discussion
13:00 - 15:00  Lunch break
15:00 - 17:40  Session II: “Mainstreaming economic, social and cultural rights”

Objective: This session is divided into two main panel discussions. The first panel discussion (Panel 2)
will allow participants to share methods of work, best practices and lessons learned and standards
developed by each mechanism to mainstream economic, social and cultural rights in their work, so as to
identify common priorities, challenges, synergies and possible complementarities.

The panellists will seek to address the following concerns: What does mainstreaming economic, social
and cultural rights mean at the United Nations and regional levels? What are the key strategies used by
United Nations and regional mechanisms to mainstream economic, social and cultural rights? How can
United Nations and regional mechanisms complement each other in mainstreaming economic, social and
cultural rights? What is the role of other actors in strengthening mainstreaming of economic, social and
cultural rights?

In the second panel discussion (Panel 3), participants will discuss the role of regional and subregional
courts as well as that of other stakeholders, including NHRIs and non-governmental organizations, in
promoting economic, social and cultural rights. Some of the questions that participants will explore are:
What standards on economic, social and cultural rights have been developed by United Nations and
regional judicial and quasi-judicial mechanisms? What are the challenges faced by United Nations and
regional judicial and quasi-judicial mechanisms in enforcing economic, social and cultural rights? How
can these challenges be overcome?

Chair: Ms. Beatrice Balbin, First Deputy Director, OSCE Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights

Rapporteur: Ms. Nosy Ramamonjisoa, HRTD,OHCHR

15:00 - 16:00  Panel 2: Strengthening cooperation between international and regional human rights
systems to mainstreaming economic, social and cultural rights

Notes: Panel duration: 1 hour. Time allocation: approx. 8 minutes per panellist.

GE.14-24715
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Panellists: Panellist 1: Mr. Zdzislaw Kedzia, Chairperson, United Nations Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Panellist 2: Mr. Luis Jimena, Chairperson, European Committee of Social Rights

Panellist 3: Mr. Mohammed Bechir Khalfallah, Commissioner, African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights

Panellist 4: Mr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights

Panellist 5: Mr. Rafendi Djamin, Executive Director, Coalition for International Human
Rights Advocacy

Panellist 6: Ms. Allison Corkery, Centre for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
16:00 — 16:30  Discussion

Chair: Justice Emmanuel Ugirashebuja, President, East African Court of Justice.
Rapporteur: Collins Omondi, NIRMS

16:30 - 17:25  Panel 3: Role of United Nations, regional and subregional judicial and quasi-judicial
organs in promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights

Panellists: Panellist 1: Mr. Carlos Gaio, Senior Lawyer, Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Panellist 2: Justice Augustino S. L. Ramadhani, Judge, African Court of Human and
People’s Rights

Panellist 3: Ms. Alejandra Umpierrez, International NGO Coalition for an OP-ICESCR
17:25-18:00  Discussion

Day 2 (9 October 2014)

10:00-13:00  Session I1I: Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of Persons with Disabilities and
Women

Obijective: This session will allow participants to share methods of work, best practices, lessons learned
and standards developed by each United Nations and regional mechanisms in promoting and protecting
economic, social and cultural rights of persons with disabilities and women, so as to identify common
priorities, challenges, synergies and possible complementarities. The first panel discussion (Panel 4) will
focus on economic, social and cultural rights of persons with disabilities.

The second panel discussion (Panel 5) will focus on economic, social and cultural rights of women. In
each panel discussion, the participants will explore the following issues: How effective are the current
framework for protecting economic, social and cultural rights of persons with disabilities and women in
United Nations and regional human rights systems? What are the gaps and opportunities in the existing
framework of cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms in promoting
and protecting economic, social and cultural rights of persons with disabilities and women? How can
United Nations and regional mechanisms make better use of other key stakeholders, including NHRIs and
non-governmental organizations, in promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights of
persons with disabilities and women?

Chair: Mr. Jorge Araya, OHCHR
Rapporteur: Ms. Liza Sekaggya, NIRMS, OHCHR

GE.14-24715 22
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10:00 - 11:00

Panellists:

11:00 - 11:20

11:20 - 12:40

Panellists:

12:40 - 13:00
13:00 — 15:00

Panel 4: Strengthening cooperation in promoting and protecting economic, social and
cultural rights of persons with disabilities

Notes: Panel duration: 1 hour. Time allocation: 9 minutes per panellist.

Panellist 1: Ms. Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes, Chairperson, United Nations
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Panellist 2: Mr. Facundo Chavez Penillas, Human Rights and Disability Advisor,
OHCHR

Panellist 3: Mr. Lawrence Murugu Mute, Commissioner, African Commission on
Human and Peoples Rights

Panellist 4: Dr. A. B. Al Marri, Chairperson, National Human Rights Committee of
Qatar

Panellist 5: Ms. Evelyne Samba, Head of Programmes, Kenya National Commission on
Human Rights

Panellist 6: Prof. Gabor Gombos, International Disability Alliance
Discussion

Chair: Mr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission of
Human Rights

Rapporteur: Ms. Federica Donati, SPD, OHCHR

Panel 5: Strengthening cooperation in promoting and protecting economic, social and
cultural rights of women.

Notes: Panel duration: 1 hour 20 minutes. Time allocation: approx. 10 minutes per
panellist.

Panellist 1: Ms. Frances Raday, Chairperson, United Nations Working Group on
Discrimination against Women in Law and in Practice

Panellist 2: Mr. Ahmad Taufan Damanik, Indonesia Representative, ASEAN
Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children

Panellist 3: Ms. Beatriz Balbin, First Deputy Director, OSCE Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights

Panellist 4: Ms. Yamina Lamrini, Democratic Association of Women of
Morocco/Moroccan Organisation for Human Rights

Panellist 5: Ms. Raluca Popa, Programme Advisor, Equality Division, Council of
Europe

Panellist 6: Ms. Soyata Maiga, Commissioner and Special Rapporteur for Women,
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights

Discussion

Lunch break

GE.14-24715
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15:00—17:00  Session IV: Way forward and recommendations on cooperation between United Nations
and regional human rights mechanisms

Objective: This session will define a way forward on cooperation between United Nations and regional
human rights mechanism in promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights, using the
thematic discussions as a tool to develop specific and succinct cooperation proposals. Participants will
adopt recommendations on these issues at the end of the workshop, which will be included in the report to
be submitted to the Human Rights Council in 2014.

Chair: Mr. Vladlen Stefanov, Chief, NIRMS, OHCHR

15:00 - 16:00  Panel 6: Way forward on strengthening cooperation between United Nations and
regional human rights mechanisms to mainstream economic, social and cultural rights

The rapporteurs of each panel will present the recommendations emanating in each
panel/working session, which will be followed by a discussion to allow participants to
include additional recommendations

Notes: Panel duration: 1 hour. Number of panellists: 5. Time allocation: 10 minutes per
panellist.

Panellists: Rapporteurl: Mr. Srinivasa Kammath, OHCHR
Rapporteur 2: Ms. Nosy Ramamonjisoa, OHCHR
Rapporteur 3: Mr. Collins Omondi, NIRMS
Rapporteur 4: Ms. Liza Sekaggya, OHCHR
Rapporteur 5: Ms. Federica Donati, OHCHR

16:00—17:00  Discussion

17:00-17:30  Closing session
Speaker: Mr. Anders Kompass, Director, FOTCD, OHCHR
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