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Annex |
[English only]

Correspondence with the Government of the Syrian Arab
Republic

NATIONS UNIES \\/‘ &UNITED NATIONS .
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX \; Aé/ HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
DROITS DE L’HOMME —r—w— HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179989, Fax: 41-22-9179007

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
established pursuant to United Nations Human Rights Council Resolutions S-17/1, 19/22, 21/26, and 22/24

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the
Syrian Arab Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent
Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
in Geneva and specialized institutions in Switzerland.

The Human Rights Council has extended the mandate of the
Commission for a periocd of one year by resolution 22/24. As a new
phase of its work begins, the Commission wishes to express once
again its full commitment to the principles of independence,
impartiality and objectivity, as well as its sincere willingness
to cooperate with the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic. The
Commission reiterates its request to access thHe country in order
to conduct its investigations.

The Commission acknowledges the Government of the Syrian Arab
Republic as a central source of information regarding. incidents
that have occurred on Syrian territory and fall under the mandate
of the Commission. To advance the investigation, the Commission
seeks information with regard to five specific incidents set out
below. Investigations into these incidents are on—-going and the
Commission intends to present its findings at the twenty-third
session of the Human Rights Council in May/June 2013. All
information provided by the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic
will be taken into account. )

The Commission avails itself of this opportunity to extend to
the Permanent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic to the
United Nations Office in Geneva and specialized institutions in
Switzerland, assurances of its highest .consideration.

Permanent Mission of the
Syrian Arab Republic to the
United Nations Office in
Geneva and specialized
institutions in Sw1tzerland
Geneva, Switzerland

35 GE.13-15618



A/HRC/23/58

N

NATIONS UNIES \l kS i][
i HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR

4
0 N ,
. UNITED NATIONS
' HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX \\ i ,/1/
DROITS DE L’HOMME === HUMAN RIGHTS

Tel: 41-22-9179989, Fax: 41-22-9179007

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
established pursuant to United Nations Human Rights Council Resolutions S-17/1,.19/22, 21/26, and 22/24

1) The Commission has noted the explosion at the Iman mosque in
Damascus on 21 March 2013, and the numerous deaths and
injuries caused. In seeking to establish the facts of the
attack, our investigation would be considerably aided by any
information regarding the criminal investigation undertaken by
Syrian law enforcement agencies, including any .forensic
findings.

2) The Commission is investigating allegations of the use of

chemical weapons in Khan al-Asal in Aleppo province on 19
March 2013. We welcome and support the UN Secretary General’s
Mechanism (SGM) for the investigation of an alleged use of
chemical, biological and toxin weapons, as mandated by the UN
General Assembly in its resolution 42/37C of 1987 and
reaffirmed by the UN Security Council through its resolution
620 (1988). The Commission looks forward to the findings of
the SGM, and welcomes ahy information from the competent

. organs of the Syrian Arab Republic regardlng the alleged use

' of chemical weapons.

.3) The Commission is investigating the 15 January 2013 attack on
Al Haswiya, Homs, which reportedly resulted in the deaths of
scores of people. In its most .recent update (A/HRC/22/CRP.1),
the Commission noted that the investigation into this incident
is on-going. In order to establish the facts of the attack in
Al Haswiya, information regarding the victims of the attack,
eyewitness testimony, forensic findings regarding the nature
of victim’s injuries, the pattern of the attack and any other
information that could be of relevance would be welcome. The
Commission is already in possession of footage from media and
online sources, yet being unable to access the crime scene, we
would welcome any information from your law enforcement,
judicial or military organs regarding the scene of the
incident and any analysis of the events.

4) The Commission has received footage from the Permanent Mission
of the Russian Federation in GeneVva depicting the beheading of
two victims, one of which is beheaded by a child. From initial
investigations and information gathered from other sources,
the case appears to be related to allegations of the beheading
of Colonel Fou’ad Abd al-Rahman and Colonel Izz al-Din Badr in
Dayr az Zawr, following their kidnapping in August 2012. The
Commission is seeking to verify the date and location of the
incident. Moreover, the Commission continues to investigate
the impact of armed group conduct on children and the alleged
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UNITED NATIONS
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS

NATIONS UNIES \l
HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX Q.
DROITS DE L’HOMME

T@é/

Tel: 41-22-9179989, Fax: 41-22-9179007

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
established pursuant to United Nations Human Rights Council Resolutions S-17/1, 19/22, 21/26, and 22/24

use, conscription and enlistment of children by armed groups.
Any additional information that the competent organs of the
Syrian Government may have on this incident are also welcome. -

5) The Commission’s most recent report (A/HRC/22/59), in Annex
XI, paragraphs 26 - 28, reported on Syrian Government conduct
of hostilities on 4 and 10 August 2012 in Tal Rifaat, Aleppo.

The investigation determined that the attacks were carried out
near Al-Shaheed Mohamed Aboud School in Tal Rifaat, which
fighters from an armed group calling itself the Free Syrian
Army (FSA) had been using as accommodation.

In establishing the legality of the attack, the Commission
stated in its report,

“On 4 August, the house.of the Elbaw family was hit around
6:00 by a “barrel bomb” dropped from a fighter jet, killing
'seven persons, including women and children. The commission
was unable to ascertain whether the. aerial bombardment of the
Elbaw family house was excessive in relation to the concrete
and direct overall military advantage of attacking the nearby
school, which was used by the FSA, and is thus unable to find
sufficient grounds that the attack was disproportionate.”

The Commission requests.that the competent organs of the
Government of the Syrian Arab Republic provide information

. regarding the targeting assessment undertaken in the conduct
of aerial hostilities on Tal Rifaat in August 2012. In order
to conduct an assessment of the proportionality of the attack,
information regarding the assessment that was made on the day
of the attack regarding the concrete and direct overall
military advantage of attacking Al-Shaheed Mohamed Aboud
School, which was used by the FSA would be needed. The
Commission is also grateful for any information regardlng the
guiding procedures employed by the Air Force and military
forces in ensuring the proportionality in their conduct of
hostilities.  Finally, information concerning any precautions
that were taken in order to minimize the impact of the attack
on the civilian population would be most welcome.
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Map of the Syrian Arab Republic
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