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For the purposes of the Convention, “enforced disappearance” is considered to be the arrest,
detention, abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty by agents of the State or by persons or
groups of persons acting with the authorization, support or acquiescence of the State, followed by a
refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the
disappeared person, which place such a person outside the protection of the law” (art. 2).

“The missing and their families: Summary of the conclusions arising from the events held prior to the
International Conference of Governments and Non-Government Experts (19-21 February 2003)”,
ICRC, p. 11.
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See “The missing: a hidden tragedy”, the magazine of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, available from www.redcross.int/en/mag/magazine2008 1/4-9.html.

See “Nepal — Missing: the right to know”, ICRC, available from
www.icrc.org/web/doc/siterfl0.nsf/html/familylinks-nepal-2007-eng.

“The missing: action to resolve the problem of people unaccounted for as a result of armed conflict or
internal violence and to assist their families”, ICRC, June 2005, p.12.

See “Missing persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia from the conflicts over the Nagorno-
Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions”, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe,
doc. 11196, 7 March 2007.
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United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

In a resolution on missing persons adopted at its 115" Assembly, the Inter-Parliamentary Union

declared that national policies should entail the passage and enactment of a national law on missing
persons, accompanied by the necessary regulatory and administrative measures.

? See Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina, No. 50, 9 November 2004.

10

See Guiding Principles / Model Law on the Missing, available from the ICRC website (www.icrc.org).
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Information in this regard was found in the replies to the questionnaire from Armenia, Germany,
Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Serbia and Spain.

See A/63/299, para. 16.

For the national information bureau, see first Geneva Convention, arts. 16 and 17(4); second Geneva
Convention, arts. 19(2) and 20; third Geneva Convention, arts. 120-123, fourth Geneva Convention,
arts. 130, 136-138; Additional Protocol I, art. 33(3); and the 1907 Hague Regulations, art. 14. For the
graves registration service, see first Geneva Convention, art. 17(3); second Geneva Convention, art.
20(2); third Geneva Convention, art. 120(6); and fourth Geneva Convention, art. 130(3).
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In, inter alia, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Colombia, Croatia, Cyprus,
Greece, Guatemala, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Kosovo, Peru and Serbia.

Forensic science has proved essential for the identification and restitution of missing children to their
legitimate families in Argentina.
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See the website of the Truth and Conciliation Commission at
www.cverdad.org.pe/ingles/ifinal/index.php.
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See Guiding Principles / Model Law on the Missing, available from the ICRC website (www.icrc.org).
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Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/65, annex.

Monique Crettol and Anne-Marie La Rosa, “The missing and transitional justice: the right to know
and the fight against impunity”, International Review of the Red Cross, 2006, vol. 88, No. 862, pp.
355-362.
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Information on civil society organizations, family organizations and relevant networks were provided
in the replies to the questionnaire submitted by Bosnia and Herzegovina, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico
and Serbia.

Information on forensic capacities, the management of the dead and the identification of human
remains was given in the replies to the questionnaire submitted by Argentina, Armenia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Guatemala, Mexico, Serbia and Spain.
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See ICRC, Guiding Principles/Model Law on the Missing.

24 o . o . . . . .
“Missing persons: a major humanitarian concern”, interview with ICRC forensic doctor Morris

Tidball-Binz, available from www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/interview/missing-interview-
280908.htm.

25 .
See www.ic-mp.org.
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Information on information management regarding missing persons was included in the replies to the
questionnaire submitted by Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Germany,
Guatemala, Jamaica, Mauritania, Mexico, Paraguay and Serbia.
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