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Lebanon objected that the statement was not in line with the procedures of the UPR and that the
language used was inadequate for the august Council. It called for these expressions to be deleted
from the record. If there were no Israeli occupation there would be no resistance. Resistance against
foreign occupation is a legitimate right enshrined in international instruments.
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Israel noted that the meeting was supposed to discuss the human rights situation in Lebanon, which
was under the responsibility of the Government of Lebanon. It stated that remarks made felt outside
the scope of the UPR and requesting that those remarks regarding Israel be struck from the report of
this working group.

In response, Lebanon noted that the delegation did not wish to provoke any person in the room, but
observed that one statement referred to internal affairs in Lebanon in a manner that was unsuitable
within the United Nations. It called for the deletion of all language that was not in line with the
terminology used in the United Nations. The head of delegation noted that he was simply exercising
his right of reply to what was said in the Council.

GE.11-10210
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Israel noted that the issue under discussion at this meeting was the human rights situation in Lebanon
and not the state of Israel. Therefore Israel requested that the comments of the Syrian representative
just made be struck from the working group report.

Israel reiterated its objection and stated that if the representative of Syria insisted on talking about
occupation, they would be interested to learn about the Syrian occupation in Lebanon.

The United States noted that the UPR was a mechanism to evaluate the human rights situations in
given countries and that unfortunately the discussion had moved into a different direction. It took
great issue with delegations using this forum to question the status of Israel or to bring any outside
issues that were not relevant to the UPR of Lebanon, and requested that discussion follow along those
lines.

Lebanon also took the floor and noted that what was being discussed in terms of the impact of the
Israeli aggression against Lebanon was closely related to the exercise of human rights in Lebanon in
terms of the victims and killings resulting from this aggression. Therefore, those who would like to
speak about the Israeli aggression should not be prevented from taking the floor.
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