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List of experts and biographical information

Mr. Abdelfattah Amor is professor emeritus in public international law and political
science. Mr. Amor has been member of the United Nations Human Rights Committee
since 1999, which he chaired from 2003 to 2005. He was also United Nations Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief from 1993 to 2004 and submitted more than
30 reports to the Commission on Human Rights and the General Assembly concerning
the elimination of all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on religion or
belief. He is Honorary Dean of the Faculty of Legal, Political and Social Science of
Tunis since April 1993. He was President of the International Consultative Conference
on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Tolerance and Non-discrimination (Madrid 2001)
and President of the UNESCO Prize for Human Rights Education (2000-2008).

Ms. Agnés Callamard is the current executive director of ARTICLE 19, an
international human rights organization promoting and defending freedom of expression
and access to information globally. Ms. Callamard has evolved a distinguished career in
human rights and humanitarian work. She has founded and led HAP International (the
Humanitarian Accountability Partnership) where she oversaw field trials in
Afghanistan, Cambodia and Sierra Leone and created the first international self-
regulatory body for humanitarian agencies committed to strengthening accountability to
disaster-affected populations. She is a former Chef de Cabinet for the Secretary General
of Amnesty International, and as the organization’s Research Policy Coordinator, she
led Amnesty’s work on women’s human rights. Ms. Callamard has conducted human
rights investigations in a large number of countries in Africa, Asia, and the Middle
East. Ms. Callamard has worked extensively in the field of international refugee
movements with the Center for Refugee Studies in Toronto. She has published broadly
in the field of human rights, women’s rights, refugee movements and accountability
and holds a PhD in Political Science from the New School for Social Research in New
York.

Mr. Doudou Diéne was born in Senegal in 1941 and holds a law degree from the
University of Caen, a doctorate in public law from the University of Paris and a
diploma in political science from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques in Paris. Having
joined the UNESCO Secretariat in 1977, in 1980 he was appointed Director of the
Liaison Office with the United Nations, Permanent Missions and United Nations
departments in New York. Prior to this, he had served as deputy representative of
Senegal to UNESCO (1972-77) and, in that capacity, as Vice-President and Secretary
of the African Group and Group of 77. Between 1985 and 1987, he held the posts of
Deputy Assistant Director-General for External Relations, spokesperson for the
Director-General, and acting Director of the Bureau of Public Information. After a
period as Project Manager of the ‘Integral Study of the Silk Roads: Roads of
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Dialogue’ aimed at revitalizing East-West dialogue, he was appointed Director of the
Division of Intercultural Projects in 1993 (currently Division of Intercultural Dialogue).
In this capacity, he directed various projects on intercultural dialogue, including the
Slave Route, Routes of Faith, Routes of al-Andalus, and Iron Roads in Africa. In
1998 he was placed in charge of activities pertaining to inter-religious dialogue. In
2002, he was appointed by the Commission on Human Rights as Special Rapporteur on
contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance, a mandate in which he served until July 2008.

Mr. Mohamed Saeed M. Eltayeb is a human rights lawyer, scholar and consultant.
He holds a Bachelor of Laws from the University of Khartoum, two post-graduate
Diplomas in international relations and international law (University of Khartoum and
Institute of Social Studies, The Hague) and two Masters Degrees in international
relations and international law from the University of Amsterdam and Lund University
(Sweden) respectively. He obtained his Ph.D. in international human rights law from
Utrecht University (The Netherlands). Mr. Eltayeb has worked, inter alia, at the
Netherlands Institute for Human Rights (SIM), International Commission of Jurists
(ICJ) and Faculty of Law of the University of Khartoum and the Institute for Women,
Gender and Development Studies of the Ahfad University (Sudan). He currently works
as a legal expert for the Bureau of Human Rights of the Qatari Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Mr. Eltayeb also served as a visiting researcher at several institutes in Europe
and the United States of America, including the Swiss Institute of Comparative Law of
the University of Lausanne, the Human Rights Centre at Essex University, the Law
and Religion Program at Emory University School of Law, the Islamic Legal Studies
Program al Harvard Law School and Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and
Humanitarian Law at Lund University. He has published several works on human rights
in Muslim countries.

Ms. Nazila Ghanea is a Lecturer in International Human Rights Law at the University
of Oxford. She also serves as the Editor-in-Chief of the international journal of
Religion and Human Rights. She was previously the MA Director and Senior Lecturer
in International Law and Human Rights at the University of London. Her publications
include five books (including Human Rights, the UN and the Baha'’is in Iran,

2003); articles in the journals International and Comparative Law Quarterly, Human
Rights Quarterly, International Affairs; publications with the UK Economic and
Social Research Council (ESRC), Minority Rights Group International and the UN
publication Ethnic and Religious Minorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.5/2003/WP.8). Her publications span minority rights, freedom of
religion or belief, women’s rights, and human rights in the Middle East. She is a
Trustee of the One World Trust, held an OSI International Policy fellowship (2006-
2007) and initiated and now serves on the board of the international network “Focus
on Freedom of Religion or Belief” .



A/HRC/10/31/Add.3
page 23

Ms. Asma Jahangir was appointed United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of
Religion or Belief in July 2004. In this function she has submitted several reports to the
Commission on Human Rights, to the General Assembly and to the Human Rights
Council. Previously she had already served as United Nations Special Rapporteur on
Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions from 1998 to 2004. In her two
mandates she has conducted a total of 22 country visits. Presently, she is also
Commissioner of the International Commission of Jurists, Executive Member of the
International Crisis Group and Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan. In her home country Pakistan she is Director of AGHS Legal Aid Cell, a
NGO set up in 1980 to provide free legal aid to women. Over the years, the mandate of
AGHS has expanded to respond to the needs of a growing civil society and the demands
made by various groups for legal recourse. Ms. Jahangir represents clients in the High
Court, Federal Shariat Court and the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

Mr. Frank La Rue has worked on human rights for the past 25 years. He is the founder
of the Center for Legal Action for Human Rights (CALDH), both in Washington DC
and Guatemala, which became the first Guatemalan NGO to bring cases of human
rights violations to the Inter-American System. CALDH was also the first Guatemalan
NGO to promote economic, social and cultural rights. Mr. La Rue also brought the
first genocide case against the military dictatorship in Guatemala. As a human rights
activist, his name was presented to the Nobel Peace Prize committee in 2004. Mr. La
Rue has previously served as a Presidential Commissioner for Human Rights in
Guatemala, as a Human Rights Adviser to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Guatemala, as President of the Governing Board of the Centro-American Institute of
Social Democracy Studies and as a consultant to the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights. Mr. La Rue holds a B.A. in Legal and Social Sciences from the
University of San Carlos, Guatemala and a postgraduate degree from

Johns Hopkins University.

Mr. Natan Lerner was born in Poland and educated in Argentina, where he obtained
his law degree in 1950 and his doctorate in Law and Social Sciences in 1958, both

from Buenos Aires University. He was a practicing lawyer in Buenos Aires until 1963.
From 1963 to 1966 he worked in New York for the World Jewish Congress. In Israel

since 1966, he was director of the Israeli office of the World Jewish Congress until
1983. From 1984 to 1989 he was director of the International Center for the University
Teaching of Jewish Civilization. Simultaneously, he taught International Law and
Human Rights at the university level. Since 1989 his main activity is university
teaching. Since his retirement from Tel Aviv University, after more than 20 years, he
teaches at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. His main course is International Law
and he also conducts seminaries on State and Religion, Racial Discrimination,
Minorities, and Genocide. Mr. Lerner is the author of the following books in

English: Religion, Secular Beliefs and Human Rights (Leiden, 2006); Religion,
Beliefs and International Human Rights (New York, 2000); Group Rights and
Discrimination in International Law (The Hague, 2003); The UN Convention on the
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Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Alphen an den Rijn, 1980); The
Crime of Incitement to Group Hatred (New York, 1965). He also published several
books in Spanish. He is the author of many articles in Spanish, English and Hebrew,
published in books and journals of Israel, the USA, Spain, Argentina and other
countries.

Mr. Patrice Meyer-Bisch is coordinator of the Institut interdisciplinaire d’éthique et
des droits de [’homme and of the Chaire UNESCO pour les droits de [’homme et la
démocratie at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. Born in 1950, Mr. Meyer-
Bisch studied in Nancy, Fribourg and Paris, and obtained his Ph.D. in Philosophy
from the University of Fribourg. Mr. Meyer-Bisch is very active in various fields of
research, conducting in particular studies on cultural rights, the ethics of economic
activity and human rights, the theory of subject and democracy, the methodology of
social science and pluridisciplinarity, and cultural indicators of development.

Mr. Vitit Muntarbhorn is a Professor of Law at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.
He has served in various capacities for the United Nations system. From 1990 to

1994, he was Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography and since 2004 he is Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. He was awarded the 2004 UNESCO
Prize for Human Rights Education in recognition of his outstanding contribution to

education for human rights and diverse activities at national, regional and international
levels in favour of promotion and protection of all human rights for all.

Mr. Bertrand Ramcharan (Chairperson of the expert seminar) was Deputy High
Commissioner for Human Rights and Assistant Secretary-General when Mr. Sergio
Vieira de Mello, then High Commissioner, was killed on 19 August 2003 during the
attack on the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad. Mr. Ramcharan then assumed
the post of acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, which he held until July
2004. During his three decades with the United Nations, Mr. Ramcharan served in the
Centre for Human Rights as Special Assistant to the Director, as the Secretary-
General’s Chief Speechwriter, as Director of the Office of the Special Representative
for the Secretary-General in UNPROFOR, the largest-ever United Nations
peacekeeping operation, as Director of the International Conference on the Former
Yugoslavia, as political adviser to the peace negotiators in the Yugoslav conflict, and
as a Director in the United Nations Political Department, focusing on conflicts in
Africa. A barrister of Lincoln’s Inn, with a Doctorate in international law from the
London School of Economics and Political Science earned in 1973, Mr. Ramcharan
was a Commissioner of the International Commission of Jurists from 1991 to 1998 and
has been a member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration since 1996. He was Adjunct
Professor of International Human Rights Law at Columbia University and has written or
edited some twenty books and numerous articles. He holds the Diploma in International
Law of the Hague Academy of International Law, where he has also been Director of
Studies.
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Mr. Mogens Schmidt is Deputy Assistant Director-General for Communication and
Information and Director of the Division for Freedom of Expression, Democracy and
Peace at UNESCO since 2003. At UNESCO he is also responsible for the organization’s
activities in post conflict and post disaster environments. Born in Denmark in 1950,

Mr. Schmidt has since 1974 been active as lecturer at the University of Aarhus,
Denmark, Director of the Danish School of Journalism, Director of the European
Journalism Centre, Maastricht (The Netherlands), and Assistant Director General of
The World Association of Newspapers, Paris (France). Mr. Schmidt has extensive
experience with research, training and management of media development programmes
from a large number of countries all over the world.

Mr. Patrick Thornberry is Professor of International Law at Keele University

(United Kingdom) and a Fellow of Kellogg College, University of Oxford. Mr.
Thornberry has been a member of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD) since 2001 and was rapporteur of that Committee from
2002 until spring 2008. He currently chairs the Early Warning and Urgent Action Group
in CERD, dealing with a range of pressing situations notably including land and
resource questions involving indigenous peoples. He is a former Chairman of Minority
Rights Group International and has acted as consultant and adviser to a range of
international organizations. Mr. Thornberry is the author of numerous works in the field
of minority rights, rights of indigenous peoples and racial discrimination, notably
International Law and the Rights of Minorities (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1991),
Indigenous Peoples and Human Rights (Manchester University Press, 2002) and

(with M.A. Martin Estebanez) Minority Rights in Europe (Council of Europe Publishing
2004). He is currently working on a commentary for Oxford University Press on the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, to
be published in 2010.



