
~ _-------. QQITE.E:R"!?NC:E;...9J. .l:.~EJl:Q:L'J1:]\~IARIES O~L'r.@ STA'fIfLOF: ..REFJ~GEE~. ..._
AND STATEIESS PERSONS

PROVISIOI-!AL RUlES OF PROCEDURE

1. REPRESEI\1TATION AND CREl?ENTL'\LS

l j
Rule 1 \.

\
E~ch State pa~ticipatinG in the Conference shall be re~resented by

plenipotentiaries, one of whom shall be the head of the deleGation, and by sue)

alternate re~resentative8 and advisers as rfiY be required.

Rule 2

The credentials of representatives and the names of alternate repre­

sentatives and othe~ members of delegations shall be communicated to the

Executive r:ccreta~y without delay. The President and Vicli-Presidents shall

examine the credential~ and submit their ~eport to the Conference.

Rule 3

?endin3 the decision of the Conference upon the report on credontials,

all re~resentatives shall be entitled provisionally to be seated in the

Conference.

II. PRESIDENT AND VICE-P:RJ.:;SIDENTS

Rule !~

The C,0nference shall elect a President and two Vice-Presidents·rrom

am0!l..j the heads of the delegations.

If the Pres:l.dont :l.s absent from a meeting or an;)' part thereof,-a

Vice-President nominated by hDn shall tah~ his place. ,
k,

Rule 5
~

The I'resident, or Vice-President acting as President, shall r:aJ:~iciT'ai. ~

in the proceedings of the Conference in thnt callac i ty. He shal1 not vote, but

shall alJIlOint another member of his deleGation to vote h his place.

Inr. SECRETARIAT

(~ 1'.)
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III. SECRETARIAT

Rule 6

The Executive Secretary of the Conference, aplointed b;r tile f:,e·~rE'-:-·.:'

General, shall be responsible for making all arrangements connected with the

meetinGS of the Conference. He may make either oral or written state1'lents

concerning any question under cor.eideration. He may appoint an ~ssistant to

take his place at any meeting.

rf. CONDTIr.J: OF BUSINESS

Rule 7

A quorum shall be cor~tituted by a majority of the representatives of

the States particip.ting in the Conference.

Rule 8

The President shall declare the openine and closin[ of each meeting

of the Conference. At Sl,cn m8~-,'~:'\';f' ~.'J F3},t,,~:_ di~:Ect the discu3sions, accord

I; the right to speak, put ,":!l.:S~';.(:l.·. cc. :;:;:, ~iCJt;2, ar-..:c,ur.C8 decisions, rule on

F pnints of orde:l:', aril; I:)\,bj"c C to th<;f-'.l 1"::.. ,'-:: 0f rrocedtD:'e, have com.plete contro~
l

of the :procee(1in~~3e If a :i.' .llinG of the ?t'SS :i.dent is challenged, he shall

immediately put it to the vote of the Conference.

V. VOTING

Rule 9

Each Government represented at the Conference shall have one vote.

Rule ~O

Decisions of the Conference shall be made by a majority of the

representatives of States participating in the Conference present and voting.

Representatives who abstain from voting shall be considered as not

voting.

Rule 11

If two or more proposals relate to the se~e question, the Conference

shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the ~roposals in the order in which

they have, 'been s ubmitted. The Conference may, after each vote on a proposal,

/decide whether
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decide whether to vote on the next proposals.

Rule J2
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When an amendment ie moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be

voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the

Conference shall first vote on the amendment further removed in substance

from the original proposa], and then on the amendment next furthest removed

therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the .vote. If

one or more amendments are adopted, the amended pr::>posal shall then be voted

upon.

A motion ia considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds

to, deletes, or revises any part of that proposal.

Rule ]J.
The Conference may, at the'request of the representative of a State

participating in the Conference, decide to put to the vote separately the

various ]?arts of a ]?roposal or a resolution. In such case the text resulting

from the various votes shall b.e put to the vote as a whole.

Rule 14

1. \'lhen the President Ms aImounced that the voting has begun, it

may not be interrupted except on a point of order in connexion with the actual

conduct of the voting.

2. Representatives of States participating in the Oonference may

explain their votes either before or after the voting.

Rule 15

All elections shall be held by secret ballot unless otherwise decided

by the Conference.

VI. IANGUAGES

Rule 16

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official

languaGes of the Conference. English and French shall be the working languages.

Rule 17

Speeches made in any of the working langt~ges shall be interpreted

into the other working language.
/Rule 18

•
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ilule 18

Speeches made in any of the other three official languages sba.ll be

int€;lrpreted ;into bo'l;;h, working languages •

Rule 19

Any representative may ma.ke a speech in a languaG'6 other than the

official langUages. In Such case he shall provide for interpretation into OLe

. of the workinG languages. Interpretation into the other workilllj language by a

Secretariat interpreter may be based on the interpretation given in the first

workinG laI'10uege.

VII. RECORDS

Rule 20

The Secretariat shall draw up a suw~ry record in the working

lan3llaceS of each meetinc of the Conference.

Rule 21

All ~e801utions, recommendatJons a~ other formal decisions of the

Conference shall be drawn up in the official languarses.

Rule 22

VIII. PUBLICrry OF MEETINGS
"

jx. mZITED

The meetin3s of the Conference shall be held in public unless the

Conference decides otherWise.

IX. COMMISSIONS

Rule 23

1. The Coiu'erence shall establish such commission as it- may deem

necessary for the IJerforuance of ita functions. It shall define the terms of

reference and composition of each commission.

2. Each commission shall elect its own officers.

Rule 24

So faJ:' as they are "applicable, the rules of procedurel of the

Conference shall apply to the proceedings of commissions. Commissions may,

by agreement, decide ,to adopt: ·for interpretation purpose!?, provisions simpler

than those in the present rules of procedure.
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X. UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISIONER FOR REFUGEES

Rule 25

The United Nations Hi(jh Commissioner for Refugees, or his re:a'e0 ellol-,. ­

tive, shall participate, without the right to vote, in the del1berations of the

Conference and may make any statement he considers necessary.

XI. OBSERVERS FROM STATES NOT PARl'ICIPATING IN THE CONFERENCE

Rule 26

1. A State not 'participating in the Conference nay delegate an

observer to it. The name of the observer shall bs connnunicated without delay

to the Executive Secretary.

2. Observers shall take pe.rt, without a risht to vote, in the

deliberations of the Conference.

XII. SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND NON -GOVERNMENTAL ORGJU.TlZATIONS

Rule 27

1. Representatives of the specialized agencies taking part in the

Conference shall be authorized to be present, without a right to vote, at the

proceedings of the Conference a.nd to submit proposals whi.ch may be put to the

vote at the request of the representative of a State participating in the

Conference.

1'2. Representatives of non-governmental organizations which have been

granted consultative status by the Economic and Social Council, who are attend­

ing the conference, may submit oral or written statements to the Conference

in accordance With paragraphs 28, 29 and 30 of the arrangements for consultatior

with non-governmental orGanizations approved by the Economic and Social Council

in its resolution 288 B(X) of 27 February 1950.

XIII. AMENDMENTS

Rule 28
The Conference may amend these rules of procedure.


