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Meeting on national institutions
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Letter dated 21 June 1993 fromthe Co-ordinating Committee
of national institutions, addressed to the President of

the Wrld Conference on Hunen Rights, transnmitting the
text of the resolution adopted on 21 June 1993

The Co-ordinating Conmittee of national institutions for the pronotion
and protection of human rights which nmet in Vienna have the honour to transmit
to you the attached resol ution, adopted on 21 June 1993, and request you to
arrange for it to be circulated as an of ficial docunent of the Wrld
Conf erence on Hurman Ri ghts
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National institutions for the pronption and protection of hunman rights,
neeting during the Woirld Conference on Human Ri ghts at Vi enna,

Recal ling that, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United
Nati ons has proclainmed that childhood is entitled to special care and
assi st ance;

Recal ling also that, in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, States
Parties have committed thenselves to undertake all appropriate |egislative,
admini strative and other nmeasures to ensure the effective inplenentation of
the rights recognized in that Convention

Noting, in particular, specific obligations undertaken by States Parties
to protect children fromall forms of abuse including econom c and sexua
exploitation, including but not limted to those obligations set out in
Articles 11, 19, 32, 34, 35, 36, 39 and 42 of the Convention of the R ghts of
the Child;

Further noting that these obligations are already binding on the majority
of Menmber States of the United Nations under international |aw,

Deeply concerned that notw thstandi ng these binding comitnents the
rights of many of the world's children continue to be grossly violated
including, in particular, through prostitution and other forns of abuse and
sexual exploitation

Convinced that this concern is shared by nany Menber States of the
United Nations, particularly those which have already established i ndependent
Nati onal Institutions concerned with the effective inplenmentation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and, other States (referred to in
docunent A/ CONF. 157/ PC/ 92/ Add. 2) whi ch have indicated the need to do so;

Aware that many instances of child prostitution and other forms of abuse
and exploitati on escape prosecuti on because the offenders are not normally
resident in or citizens of the child s State of residence.

THEREFORE RESCLVE:

1. To urgently prepare a Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child specifically strengthening neasures directed at the protection of
children fromprostitution and other forns of abuse and sexual exploitation
and to submit this Protocol for urgent consideration by Menber States of the
United Nati ons;

2. To call upon all Menmber States of the United Nations to accord this issue

the highest priority and to respond urgently and effectively to the abuses
whi ch are occurring.

Co-ordinating Committee
on National Institutions



