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Chapter I

DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

31 r E

1. At its 18th, 19th and 20th (closing) plenary meetings on 25 and 26 July 1985
the Conference adopted the Nai~obi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women (sect. A below) and at its 17th and 20th plenary meetings it adopted the
resolution and decisions (sect. B below) the text of which is set out in this
chapter.
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The founding of the United Nations after the victory in the Second World War
and the emergence of independent States following decolonization were some of the
important events in the political, economic and social liberation of women. The
International Women's Year, the World Conferences held at Mexico City in 1975 and
Copenhagen in 1980, and the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace contributed greatly to the process of eliminating obstacles to the
improvement of the status of women at the national, regional and international
levels. In the early 1970s, efforts to end discrimination against women and to
ensure their equal participation in society provided the impetus for most
initiatives taken at all of those levels. Those efforts were also inspired by the
awareness that women's reproductive and productive roles were closely linked to the
political, economic, social, cultural, legal, educational and religious conditions
that constrained the aqvancement of women and that factors intenaifying the
economic exploitation, marginalization and oppression of women stemmed from chronic
inequalities, injustices and exploitative conditions at the family, community,
national, s~bregional, regional and international levels.

A. Historical background

INTRODUCTION

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

In 1972, the General Assembly, in its resolution 3010 (XXVII), proclaimed 1975
International Women's Year, to be devoted to intensified action to promote equality
between men and women, to ensure the full integration of women in the total
development effort and to increase women's contribution to the strengthening of
world peace. The World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of
the International Women's Year, 11 adopted by the World Conference of the
International Women's Year at Mexico City in 1975, was endorsed by the General
Assembly in its resolution 3520 (XXX). The General Assembly, in that resolution,
proclaimed 1976-1985 the united Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace. In its resolution 33/185, the General Assembly decided upon the
sub-theme "Employment, Health and Education" for the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, to be held at
Copenhagen to review and evaluate the progress made in the first half of the Decade.

Paragraph 3

In 1980, at the mid-point of the Decade, the Copenhagen World Conference
adopted the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 2/ which further elaborated on the
existing obstacles and on the existing international consensus on measures to be
taken for the advancement of women. The Programme of Action was endorsed by the
General Assembly that year in its resolution 35/136.

Paragraph 4

Also in 1980, the General Assembly, in its resolution 35/56, adopted the
International Development Strategy for the Third united Nations Development Decade
and reaffirmed the recommendations of the Copenhagen World Conference (General
Assembly resolution 35/56, annex, para. 51). In the Strategy, the importance of
the parti(~ipation of women in the development process, as both agents and
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beneficiaries, was stressed. Also, the Strategy called for appropriate measures to
be taken in order to bring about profound social and c~onomic changes and to
eliminate the structural imbalances that compounded and perpetuated women's
disadvantages in society.

Paragraph 5

The strategies contained in the World Plan of Action and in the Programme of
Action were important contributions towards enlarging the perspective for the
future of women. In most areas, however, further action is required. In this
connection the General Assembly confirmed the goals and objectives of the Decade ­
equality, development and peace - stressed their validity for the future. and
indicated the need for concrete measures to overcome the obstacles to their
achievement during the period 1986-2000.

Paragraph 6

The Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women during the Period
from 1986 to the Year 2000 ~et forth in the present document present concrete
measures to overcome the obstacles to the Decade's goals and objectives for the
advancement of women. Building on principles of equality also espoused in the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 11 the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, !I the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 21 the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women, §! and the Declaration on the
Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-operation, 11 the
Forward-looking Strategies reaffirm the international concern regarding the status
of women and provide a framework for renewed commitment by the international
community to the advancement of women and the elimination of gender-based
discrimination. The efforts for the integration of women in the development
process should be strengthened and should take into account the objectives of a new
international economic order and the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade.

Paragraph 7

The Nairobi World Conference is taking place at a critical moment for the
developing countries. Ten years ago, when the Decade was launched, there was hope
that accelerated economic growth, sustained by growing international trade,
financial flows and technological develoPments, would allow the increased
participation of women in the economic and social development of those countries.
These hopes have been belied owing to the persistence and, in some cases, the
aggravation of an economic crisis in the developing countries, which has been an
important obstacle that endangers not only the pursuance of new programmes in
support of women but also the maintenance of those that were already under way. '

paragraph 8

The critical international economic situation since the end of the 1970s has
particularly adversely affected developing countries and, most acutely, the women
of those countries. The overall picture for the developing countries, particularly
the least developed countries, the drought-stricken and famine-stricken areas of
Africa, the debt-ridden countries and the low-income countries, has reached a
critical point as a result of structural imbalances and the continuing critical
international economic situation. The situation calls for an increased commitment
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to improving and promoting national policies and multilateral co-operation for
development in support of national programmes, bearing in mind that each country is
responsible for its own development policy. The gap between the developed and
developing countries, particularly the least developed among them, instead of
narrowing, is widening further. In order to stem such negative trends and mitigate
the current difficulties of the developing countr.ies, which affect women the most,
one of the primary tasks of the international community is to pursue with all
vigour the efforts directed towards the establishment of a New International
Economic Order founded on equity, sovereign equality, interdependence and common
interest. '

B. Substantive background of the Forward-looking Strategies

t

a
t
a

Paragraph 9 n

The three objectives of the Decade - equality, development and peace - are
broad, interrelated and mutually reinforcing, so that the achievement of one
contributes to the achievement of another.

Paragraph 10

The Copenhagen World Conference interpreted equality as meaning not only legal
equality, the elimination of de jure discrimination, but also equality of rights,
responsibilities and opportunities for the participation of women in development,
both as beneficiaries and as active agents.

Paragraph 11

Equality is both a goal and a means whereby individuals are accorded equal
treatment under the law and equal opportunities to enjoy their rights and to
develop their potential talents and skills so that they can participate in national
political, economic, social and cultural development and can benefit from its
results. For women in particular, equality means the realization of rights that
have been denied as a result of cultural, institutional, behavioural and
attitudinal discrimination. Equality is important for development and peace
because national and global inequities perpetuate themselves and increase tensions
of all types.

Paragraph 12

The role of women in development is directly related to the goal of
comprehensive social and economic development and is fundamental to the development
of all societies. Development means total development, including development in
the political, economic, social, cultural and other dimensions of human life, as
well as the development of the economic and other material resources and the
physical, moral, intellectual and cultural growth of human beings. It should be
conducive to providing women, particularly those who are poor or destitute, with
the necessary means for increasingly claiming, aChieving, enjoying and utilizing
equality of opportunity. More directly, the increasingly successful participation
of each woman in societal activities as a legally independent agent will contribute
to further recognition in practice of her right to equality. Development also
requires a moral dimension to ensure that it is just and responsive to the needs
and rights of the individual and that science and technology are applied within a
social and economic framework that ensures environmental safety for all life forms
on our planet.
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Paragraph 13

The full and effective promotion of women's rights can best occur in
conditions of international peace and security where relations among States are
based on the respect for the legitimate rights of all nations, great and small, and
peoples to self-determination, independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and
the right to live in peace within their national borders.

Peace depends on the prevention of the use or threat of the use of force,
aggression, military occupation, interference in the internal affairs of others,
the elimination of domination, discrimination, oppression and exploitation, as well
as of gross and mass violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Peace includes not only the absence of war, violence anu hostilities at the
national and international levels but also the enjoyment of economic and social
justice, equality and the entire range of human rights and fundamental freedoms
within society. It depends upon respect for the Charter of the United Nations and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as international covenants and
the other relevant ~nternational instruments on human rights, upon mutual
co-operation and und~r$tanding among all States irrespective of their social
~'Olitical and economic systems and upon the effective implementation by Ststes of
the fundamental human rights standards to which their citizens are entitled.

It also embraces the whole range of actions reflected in concerns for security
and implicit assumptions of trust between nations, social groups and individuals.
It represents goodwill toward others and promotes respect for life while protecting
freedom, human rights and the dignity of peoples and of individuals. Peace cannot
be realized under conditions of economic and sexual inequality, denial of basic
human rights and fundamental freedoms, deliberate exploitation of large sectors of
the popUlation, unequal development of countries, and exploitative economic
relations. Without peace and stability there can be no development. Peace and
development are interrelated and mutually reinforcing.

In this respect special attention is drawn to the final document of the tenth
special session of the General Assembly, the first special session devoted to
disarmament encompassing all measures thought to be advisable in order to ensure
that the goal of general and complete disarmament under effective international
control is realized. This document describes a comprehensive programme of
disarmament, including nuclear disarmament, which is important not only for peace
but also for the promotion of the economic and social development of all,
particularly in the developing countries, through the constructive use of the
enormous amount of material and human resources otherwise expended on the arms race.

Peace is promoted by equality of the sexes, economic equality and the
universal enjoyment of basic human rights and fundamental freedoms. Its enjoyment
by all requires that women be enabled to exercise their right to participate on an
equal footing with men in all spheres of the political, economic and social life of
their respective countries, particularly in the decision-making process, while
exercising their right to freedom of opinion, expression, information and
association in the promotion of international peace and co-operation.

Paragraph 14

The effective participation of women in development and in the strengthening
of peace, as well as the promotion of the equality of women and men, require
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concerted multi-dimensional strategies and measures that should be
people-oriented. Such strategies and measures will require continual upgrading and
the productive utilization of human resources with a view to promoting equality and
producing sustained, endogenous development of societies and groups of individuals.

Paraqraph 15

The three goals of the Decade - equality, development and peace - are
inextricably linked to the three sub-themes - employment, health and education.
They constitute the concrete basis on which equality, development and peace rest.
The enhancement of women's equal participation in development and peace requires
the development of human resources, recognition by society of the need to improve
women's status, and the participation of all in the restructuring of society. It
involves, in particular, building a participatory human infrastructure to permit
the mobilization of women at all levels, within different spheres and sectors. To
achieve optimum development of human and material resources, women's strengths and
capabilities, including their great contribution to the welfare of families and to
the development of society, must be fully acknowledged and valued. The attainment
of the goals and objectives of the Decade requires a sharing of this responsibility
by men and women and by' society as a whole and requires that women play a central
role as intellectuals, policy-makers, decision-makers, planners, and contributo~s

and beneficiaries of development.

Paragraph 16

The need for women's perspective on human development is critical since it is
in the interest of human enrichment and progress to introduce and weave into the
social fabric women's concept of equality, their choices between alternative
develornent strategies and their approach to peace, in accordance with their
aspirations, interests and talents. These things are not only desirable in
themsel\7es but are also essential for the attainment of the goals and objectives of
the DecClde.

Paragraph 17

The review and appraisal of progress achieved and obstacles encountered at the
national level in the realization of the goals and objectives of the united Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace (see A/CONF.116/5 and Add.1-14)
identifies various levels of experience. Despite the considerable pr~ress

achieved and the increasing participation of women in society, the Decade has only
partially attained its goals and objectives. Although the earlier years of the
Decade we~e characterized by relatively favourable economic conditions in both the
developed and developing countries, deteriorating economic conditions have slowed
efforts directed towards promoting the equal participation of women in society and
have given rise to new problems. With regard to development, there .are indications
that in some cases, although the participation of women is increasing, their
benefits are not increasing proportionately.

Paragraph 18

Many of the obstacles discussed in the Forward-looking Strategies were
identified in the review and appraisal (see A!CONF.116/5 and Add.1-14). The
overwhelming obstacles to the advancement of women are in practice caused by
varying combinations of political and economic as well as social and cultural
factors. Furthermore, the social and cultural obstacles are sometimes aggravated
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by political and economic factors such as the critical international economic
situation and the consequent adjustment programmes, which in general entail a high
social cost. In this context, the economic constraints due in part to the
prevailing macro-economic factors have contributed to the aggravation of economic
conditions at the national level. Moreover, the devaluation of women's productive
and reproductive roles, as a result of which the status of women continued to be
regarded as secondary to that' of men, and the low priority assigned to promoting
the participation of women in development are historical factors that limit women's
access to employment, health and education, as well as to other sectoral resources,
and to the effective integration of women in the decision-making process.
Regardless of gains, the structural constraints imposed by a socio-economic
framework in which women are second-class persons still limit progress. Despite
changes in some countries to promote equity in all sphc '~of life, the "double
burden" for women of having the major responsibility for L~estic tasks and of
participating in the labour force remains. Fbr example, several countries in both
the developed and developing world identify as a major obstacle the lack of
adequate supportive services for working women.

Paragraph 19

According to responses from the developing countries, particularly the least
developed, to the united Nations questionnaire to Governments (see A/CONF.116/5 and
Add.1-14), poverty is'on the increase in some countries and constitutes another
major obstacle to the advancement of women. The exigencies created by problems of
mass poverty, compounded by scarce national resources, have compelled Governments
to concentrate on alleviating the poverty of both women and men rather than on
equality issues for women. At the same time, because women's secondary position
increases their vulnerability to marginalization, those belonging to the lowest
socio-economic strata are likely to be the poorest of the poor and should be given
priority. Women are an essential productive force in all economies; therefore it
is particularly important in times of economic recession that programmes and
measures designed to raise the status of women should not be relaxed but rather
intensified.

Paragraph 20

To economic problems, with their attendant social and cultural implications,
must be added the threat to international peace and security reSUlting from
violations of the principles of the United Nations Charter. This situation,
affecting inter alia the lives of women, 'constitutes a most serious obstacle to
development and thus hinders the fulfilment of the Forward-looking Strategies.

Paragraph 21

What is now needed is the political will to promote development in such,a way
that the strategy for the advancement of women seeks first and foremost to alter
the current unequal conditions and structures that continue to define women as
secondary persons and give women's issues a low ,prior~ty. Development should now
move to another plane in which women's pivotal role in society is recognized and
given its true value. That'will allow women to assume their legitimate and core
positions in the strategies for effecting the changes necessary to promote and
sustain develOPment.
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C. Current trends and perspectives to the year 2000

Paragraph 22

In the absence of major structural changes or technological breakthroughs, it
can be predicted that up to the year 2000 recent trends will, for the most part, be
extended and adjusted. The situation of women, as it evolves during the period
1986-2000, will also cause other changes, establishing a process of cause and
effect of great complexity. Changes in women's material conditions, consciousness
and aspirations, as well as societal attitudes towards women, are themselves social
and cultural processes having major implications and a profound influence on
institutions such as the family. Women's advancement has achieved a certain
momentum that will be affected by the social and economic changes of the next
15 years, but it will also continue to exist as a force to be reckoned with.
Internal processes will exercise a major influence in the economic sphere, but the
state of the global economic system and of the political, social, cultural,
demographic and communication processes directly affected by it will invariably
have a mo~e profound impact on the advancement of women.

Paragraph 23

At the beginning of the Decade there was an optimistic outlook for
development, but during the early 1980s the world economy experienced a widespread
recession due, inter alia, to sharp inflationary pressures that affected regions
and some groups of countries, irrespective of their level of development or
economic structure. During the same period, however, the countries with centrally
planned economies as a group e~perienced stable economic growth. The developed
market economy countries also experienced growth after the recession.

Despite the recovery in the developed market economy countries which is being
felt in the world economy, the immediate outlook for recovery in developing
countries, especially in the low-income and the least developed countries, remains
bleak, particularly in view of their enormous public and private external debts and
the cost of servicing that debt, which are an evident manifestation of this
critical situation. This heavy burden has serious political, economic and social
consequences for them. No lasting recovery can be achieved without rectifying the
structural imbalances in the context of the critical international economic
situation and without continued efforts towards the establishment of a new
international economic order. The present situation clearly has serious
repercussions for the status of women, particularly underprivileged women, and for
human resource development.

Women, SUbject to compound discrimination on the basis of race, colour,
ethnicity and national origin, in addition to sex, could be even more adversely
affected by deteriorating economic conditions.

Paragraph 24

If current trends continue, the prospects for the developing world,
particularly the low-income and least developed countries, will be sombre. The
overall growth in the developing countries as currently projected will be lower in
the period 1980-2000 than that experienced in the period 1960-1980. In order to
redress this outlook and thereby promote the advancement of women, policies should
be reoriented and reinforced to promote world trade, in particular so as to promote
market access for the exports of developing countries. Similarly, policies should
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be pursued in other areas whioh would also promote growth and development in
developing countries, for example, in respect of further lowering interest rates
and pursuit of non-inflationary growth polici.es.

Paragraph 2S

It is feared that, if there is slow growth in the world economy, there will
inevitably be negative implications for women since, as a result of diminished
resources, action to combat women's low position, in particular, their high rates
of illiteracy, low levels of education, discrimination in employment, their
unrecognized contribution to the economy and their special health needs, may be
postponed. A pattern of development promoting just and equitable growth on the
basis of justice and equality in international economic relations could make
possible the attainment of the goals and objectives of the International
Development Strategy, which could make a significant improvement in the status of
women while enhancing women's effective contribution to development and peace.
Such a pattern of development has its own internal dynamics that would facilitate
an equitable distribution of resources and is conducive to promoting sustained,
endogenous development, which will reduce dependence.

Paragraph 26

It is very impor~ant that the efforts to promote the economic and social
status of women should rely in particular on the development strategies that stem
from the goals and objectives of the International Development Strategy and the
principles of a new international economic order. These principles include,
inter alia, self-r~liance, collective self-reliance, the activation of indigenous
human and material resources. The restructuring of the world economy, viewed on a
long-term basis, is to the benefit of all people - women and men of all countries.

Paragraph 27

According to estimates and projections of the International Labour Office,
women constitute 35 per cent of the world's labour force, and this figure is likely
to increase steadily to the year 2000. Unless profound and extensive changes are
made, the type of work available to the majority of women, as well as the rewards,
will continue to be low. Women's employment is likely to be concentrated in areas
requiring lower skills and lower wages and minimum job security. While women's
total input of labour in the formal and informal sector will surpass that of men by
the year 2000, they will receive an unequal share of the world's assets and
income. According to recent estimates, it seems that women have sole
responsibility for the economic support of a large number of the world's children,
approximately one third and higher in some countries, and the numbers seem to be
rising. Forward-looking strategies must be progressive, equitable and designed to
support effectively women's roles and responsibilities as they evolve up to, the
year 2000. It will continue to be necessary to take specific measures to prevent
discrimination and exploitation of their economic contribution at national and
international levels.

Paragraph 28

During the period from 1986 to the year 2000, changes in the natural
environment will be critical for women. One area of change is that of the role of
women as intermediaries between the natural environment and society with respect to
agro-ecosystems, as well as the provision of safe water and fuel supplies and the
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closely associated question of sanitation. The problem will continue to be
greatest where water resources are limited - in arid and semi-arid areas - and in
areas experiencing increasing demographic pressure. In a general manner, an
improvement in the situation of women could bring about a reduction in mortality
and morbidity as well as better regulation of fertility and hence of population
growth, which would be beneficial for the environment and, ultimately, for women,
children and men.

Paragraph 29*

The issues of fertility rates and population growth should be treated in a
context that permits women to exercise effectively their r.ights in matters
pertaining to population concerns, including the basic right to control their own
fertility which forms an important basis for the enjoyment of other rights, as
stated in the report of the International Population Conference held at Mexico City
in 1984. !I

Paragraph 30

It is expected that the ever-expanding communications network will be'better
attuned than before to the concerns of women and that planners in this field will
provide increasing information on the objectives of the Decade - equality,
development and peace - on the Fbrward-:ooking Strategies, and on the issues
included in the subtheme - employment, health and education. All channels,
including computers, formal and non-formal education and the media, as well as
traditional mechanisms of communication involving the cultural media of ritual,
drama, dialogue, oral literature and music, should be used.

Paragraph 31

POlitical and governmental factors that are likely to affect prospects for the
achievement of progress by women during the period 1986-2000 will depend in large
measure upon the existence or absence of peace. If widespread international
tensions continue, with threats not only of nuclear catastrophe but also of
localized conventional warfare, then the attention of policy-makers will be
diverted from tasks directly and indirectly relevant to the advancement of women
and men, and vast resources will be further applied to military and related
activities. This should be avoided and these resources should be directed to the
improvement of humanity. .

Paragraph 32

To promote their interests affectively, women must be able to enjoy their
right to take part in national and international decision-making processes,
including the right to dissent publicly and peacefully from their Government's
policies, and to mobilize to increase their participation in the promotion of peace
within and between nations.

* The Holy See delegation reserved its position with respect to
paragraph 29 because it had not joined in the consensus at the International
Conference on population (Mexico City, 1984) and did not agree with the substance
of paragraph 29.
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Paragraph 33
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There is no doubt that, unless major measures are taken, numerous obstacles s
will continue to exist which retard the participation of women in political life, f
in the formulation of policies that affect them and in the formulation of national i
women's policies. Success will depend in large measure upon whether or not women d
can unite to help each other. to change their poor material circumstances and
secondary status and to obtain the time, energy and experience required to t
participate in ~litical life. At the same time, improvements in health and i
educational status, legal and constitutional provisions and networking will
increase the effectiveness of the political action ti.-"en by women so that they can P
obtain a much greater share in political decision-making than before.

paragraph 34 w
r

In some countries and in some areas, women have made significant advances, but
overall progress has been modest during the Decade, as is evident from the review
and appraisal. During this period, ~romen's consciousness and expectations have
been raised, and it is important that this momentum should not be lost, regardless
of the poor performance of the world economy. The changes occurring in the family,
in women's roles and in relationships between women and men may present new
challenges requiring new perspectives, strategies and measures. At the same time,
it will be necessary to build alliances and solidarity groups across sexual lines
in an attempt to overcome structural obstacles to the advancement of women.

Th~ World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the objectives of the
Intexnational Women's Year, 1/ the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women
and their Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975, ~ regional plans of action,
the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, y and the sub-theme - employment, health
and education - the Declaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting
International Peace and Co-operation 11 and the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women §/ remain valid and therefore constitute
the basis for the strat(Jgies and concrete measures to be pursued up to the
year 2000. The continuing relevance of the goals of the United Nat~ons Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace - and of its sub-theme - health, education
and employment - should be stressed, as should the implementation of the relevant
recommendations of the 1975 Plan of Action and the 1980 Programme of Action, so as
to ensure the complete integration of women in the development process and the
effective realization of the objectives of the Decade. The challenge now is for
the international community to ensure that the achievements of the Decade become
strong building blocks for development and to promote equality and peace,
especially for the sake of future generations of women. The obstacles of the
15 years must be met through concerted global, regional and national effor~s.

the year 2000 illiteracy should have been eliminated, life expectancy for all

* Reservations to paragraph 35 were formulated by Australia, Belgium,
canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switz~rland and United
States of America. The United states reserved its position on the reference in
paragraph 35 to the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and their
Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975.
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increased to at least 65 years of good quality life and opportunities for
self-supporting employment made available. Above all, laws guaranteeing equality
for women in all spheres of life must by then be fully and comprehensively
implemented to ensure a truly equitable socio-economic framework within which real
development can take place. FOrward-looking Strategies for the advancement of
women at the regional level should be based on a clear assessment of demographic
trends and development forecasts that provide a realistic context for their
implementation.

Paragraph 36

The Forward-looking Strategies and multidimensional measures must be pursued
within the framework of a just international society in which equitable economic
relations will allow the closing of the gap that separates the industrialized
countries from the developing countries. In this regard, all countries are called
upon to show their commitment as was decided in General Assembly resolution 34/138
and, therefore, to continue informal consultations on the launching of global
negotiations, as decided by the General Assembly in decision 39/454.

D. Basic approach to the formulation of the FOrward-looking Strategies

Paragraph 37

It is necessary to reiterate the unity, inseparability and interdependence of
the objectives of the Decade - equality, development and peace - as regards the
advancement of women and their full integration in economic, political, social and
cultural development, for which purpose the objectives should remain in effect in
the operational strategies for the advancement of women to the year 2000.

Paragraph 38

The Forward-lookl~":J Strategies are intended to provide a practical and
effective guide for global action on a long-term basis and within the context of
the broader goals and objectives of a new international economic order. Measures
are designed for immediate action, with monitoring and evaluation occurring every
five years, depending on the decision of the General Assembly. Since countries are
at various stages of development, they should have the option to set their own
priorities based on their own development policies and res~urce capabilities. What
may be possible for immediate action in one country may require more long-range
planning in another, und even more so in respect of countries which are still under
colonialism, domination and foreign occupation. The e~act methods and procedures
of implementing measur~g will depend upon the nature ~f the political process and
the administrative capabilities of each country.

Paragraph 39

. Some measures ~re intended to affect women and others directly and are
designed to make the societal context less obstructive and more supportive of their
progress. These measures would include the elimination of sex-based stereotyping,
which is at the root of continuing discrimination. Measures to improve the
situation of women are bound to have a ripple effect in society, since the
advancement of women is without doubt a pre-condition for the establishment of a
humane and progressive society.
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Paragraph 41

The Forward-looking Strategies'not only suggest measures for overcoming
obstacles that are fundamental and operational, but also identify those that are
emerging. Thus, the strategies and measures presented are intended to serve as
guidelines for a process of continuous adaptation to diverse and changing national
situations at speeds and modes determined by overall national priorities, within
which the integration of women in development should rank high. The
Forward-looking Strategies, acknowledging existing and potential obstacles, include
separate basic strategies for the achievement of equality, development and peace.
In line with the recommendations of the Commission on the Status of Women, acting
as the Preparatory Body for the Conference at its second session, particular
attention is given to -especially vulnerable and underprivileged groups of women,
such as rural and urban poor women; women in areas affected by armed conflicts,
foreign intervention and international threats to peace, elderly women; young
women; abused women, destitute women, women victims of trafficking and women in
involuntary prostj,tut!on, women deprived of their traditional means of livelihood;
women who are sole supporters of families, physically and mentally disabled women;
women in detention, refugee and displaced women, migrant women, minority women; and
indigenous women". 10/

A. Obstacles
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I. EQUALITY

Paragraph 42
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Although addressed primarily to Governments, international and regional
organizations, and non-governmental organizations, an appeal is made to all women
and men in a spirit of solidarity. In particular, it is addressed to those women
and men who now enjoy certain improvements in their material circumstances and who
hav~ achieved positions where they may influence policy-making, development
priorities and public opinion to change the current inferior and exploited
condition of the majority of women in order to serve the goals of equality for all
women, their full participation in development, and the achievement and
strengthening of peace.

Paragraph 43

One of the objectives of the Decade entails the full observance of the equal
rights of women and the elimination of de jure and de facto discrimination. This
is a critical first step towards human resource dev~lopment. In developing
countries inequality is, to a great extent, the result of underdevelopment and its
variOUS manifestations, which in turn are aggravated by the unjust distribution of
the benefits of the international economy. The United Nations system, particularly
the Commission on the Status of Women, has worked for four decades to establish
international standards and to identify and propose measures to prevent
discrimination un the basis of sex. Although much progress has been made in

r~··--:~a~:~:fig~r~a~p~:~··4·0-~E~j_.__--_n_.~._.._._~=~.~-~.~-~.~~~~~~~~-~~---~----~-~:~

:,1.. The feasibility of policies, programmes and projects concerning women will be essential one
I affected not only by their numbers and socio-economic heterogeneity but also by the for societal

different life-styles of women and by the constant changes in their life cycle.

I
~

1 J!hi
~

~ -1i. ~'



legislation, measures are necessary for effective implementation and enforcement.
Legislative enactment is only one element in the struggle for equality, but an
essential one as it provides the legitimate basis for action and acts as a catalyst
for societal change.

Paragraph 44*

The inequality of women in most countries stems to a very large extent from
mass poverty and the general backwardness of the majority of the world's population
caused by underdevelopment, which is a product of imperialism, colonialism,
neo-colonialism, apartheid, racism, racial dicrimination and of unjust
international economic relations. The unfavourable status of women is aggravated
in many countries, developed and und(lrdeveloped, by de facto discrimination on the
grounds of sex.

Paragraph 45

One of the fundamental obstacles to women's equality is that de fac~

discrimination and inequality in the status of wou~n and men derive frout larger
social, economic, poli~ical and cultural factors that have been justified on the
basis of physiological differences. Although there is no physiological basis for
regarding the household and family as essentially the domain of women, for the
devaluation of domestic work and for regarding the capacities of women as inferior
to those of men, the belief that such a basis exists perpetuates inequality and
inhibits the structural and attitudinal changes necessary to eliminate such
inequality.

Paragraph 46

Women, by virtue of their gender, experience discrimination in terms of denial
of equal access to the power structure that controls society and determines
development issues and peace initiatives. Additional differences, such as race,
colour and ethnicity, may have even more serious implications in some countries,
since svch factors can be used as justification for compound discrimination.

Paragr-dph 47

Fundamental resistance creates obstacles, which have wide-ranging implications
for the objectives of the Decade. Discrimination promotes an uneconomic use of
women's talents and wastes the valuable human resources necessary for developmQnt
and for the strengthening of peace. Ultimately, society is the loser if the
talents of women are under-utilized as a result of discrimination.

Para~aph 48

The shaL~ contrasts between legislative changes and effective implementation
of these changes are a major obstacle to the full participation of women in
society. De facto and indirect discrimination, particularly by reference to
marital or family status, often persists despite legislative action. The law as a
recourse does not auto~atically benefit all women equally, owing to the
socio-economic inequalities determining women's knowledge of and access to the law,

* The United ~~~tes reserved its position on paragraph 44 because it did
not agree that the obs~acleslisted should be considered the main reasons for the
inequality of women in most countries.
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aa well as their ability to exeroise their full legal rights without fear of
reorimination or intimidation. The lack or inadequaoy of the dissemination of
information on women's rights and the available reoourse to justioe has hampered,
in many instances, the aohievement of expeoted results.

paragraph 49

Some legislative ohanges are made without a thorough understanding of the
l'elationship between existing legal systems. In praotice, however, oertain aspects
of the law - for instance, oustomary pr~visions - may be in operation in societies
with multiple and conflicting legal ~ystems. Emerging and potential obstacles
resulting from possible contradicticJns should be anticipated so that preventive
measures can be taken. When passing new legislation, whatever its subject-matter,
all possible care should be t~~en to ensure that it implies no direct or indirect
discrimination so that women's right to equality is fully respected in law.

paragraph 50

In some countries, discriminatory legislative provisions in the social,
economic and political spheres still exist, including civil, penal and commercial
codes and certain administrative rules and regulations. Civil codes in some
instances have not yet been adequately studied to determine action for repealing
those laws that still· discriminate against women and for determining, on the basis
of equality, the legal capaoity and status of women, married women in particular,
in terms of nationality, inheritance, ownership and control of property, freedom of
movement and the custody and nationality of children. Above all, there is still a
deeply rooted resistance on the part of conservative elements in society to the
change in attitude necessary for a total ban on discriminatory practices against
women at the family, local, national and international levels.

B. Basic strategies

Paragraph 51

The political ccwmitment to establish, modify, expand or enforce a
comprehensive legal buse for the equality of women and men and cn _th~ basis ~f

human dignity must be strengthened. Legislative changes are most effective when
made within a supportive framework promoting simultaneous changes in the economic,
social, political and cultural spheres, which can help bring about a social
transformation. For true equality to become a reality for women, th~ sharing of
power on equal terms with men must be a major strategy.

paragraph 53

Ch~nges in social and economic structures should be promoted which would meke
possible the full equality of women and thf~ir free access t.o all types of
development as active agents and beneficiaries, without discrimination of any kind,
and to all typea of education, training and employment. Special attention should
be paid to implementing this right to the lnaximum extent possible for young women.
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Paragraph 54

In order to promote equality of women and men, Uovernments should ensure, for
both women and men, equality before the law, the provision of facilities for
equality of educational opportunities and training, health services, ~~uality in
conditions and opportunities of employment, including remuneration, and adequate
social security. Governments should recognize and undertake measures to implement
the right of men and WOR~n to emploYment on equal conditions, regardless of marital
status, and their equal access to the whole range of economic activities.

Paragraph 55

Effective institutions and procedures must be established or strengthent!d to
monitor the situation of women comprehensively and identify the causes, both
traditional and new, of discrimination and to help formulate new policies and
effectively carry out strategies and measures to end discrimination. These
arrangements and procedures must be integrated within a coherent policy for
development but cannot wait indefinitel~ for such a policy to be formulated and
implemented.

Paragraph 56

The obstacles to the equality of women created by stereotypes, perceptions of
and attitudes towards women should be totally removed. Elimination of these
obstacles will require, in addition to legislation, education of the population at
large through formal and informal channels, including the media, non-governmental
organizations~ political party platforms and executive action.

Paragraph 57

Appropriate governmental machinery for monitoring and improving the status of
women should be established where it is lacking. TO be effective, this machinery
should be established at a high level of government and should be ensured adequate
resources, commitment and authority to advise on the impact on women of all
government policies. Such machinery can play a vital role in enhancing the status
of women, inter alia, through the dissemination of information to women on their
rights and enfitlements, through collaborative action with various ministries and
other government agencies and with non-gov~rnmental organizations and indigenous
women's societies and groups.

Paragraph 58

Timely and reliable statistics on the situation of women have an important
role to pla~, in the elimination of stereotypes and the movement towards full
equality. Governments should help collect statistics and make periodic assessment
in identifying stereotypes and inequalities, in providing concrete evidence
concerning many of the harmful consequences of unequal laws and practices and in
measuring progress in the elimination of inequities.

Paragraph 59

The sharing of domestic responsibilities by all members of the family and
equal recognition of women's informal and. invisible economic contributions in· the
mainstream of society should be developed as complementary strategies for the
elimination of women's secondary status, which has fosterad discrimination.
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C. Measures for the implementation of the basic strategies
at the national level

1. Constitutional and legal

Paragraph 60

Governments that have not yet done so are urged to sign the Convention on the
Elimination of All FOrms of Discrimination against Women 6/ and to take all the
necessary steps C\' ensure its ratification, or their accession to it. They should
consider the possibility of establishing appropriate bodies charged with reviewing
the national legislation concerned and with drawing up recommendations thereon to
ensure that the provisions of the Convention and of the other international
instruments to which they are parties that are relevant to the role, status and
material circumstances of women are complied with.

Paragraph 61

Governments that have not yet done so should establish appropriate
institutional procedures whereby the application of a'revised set of laws and
administrative measures may be effectively enforced from the village level up and
may be adequately monitored so that individual women may, without obstruction or
cost to themselves, seek to have discriminatory treatment redressed. Legislation
that concerns women as a group should also be effectively enforced and monitored so
that areas of systemic or de facto discrimination aga'inst women can be redressed.
TO this end, pos;tive action policy should be developed.

Paragraph 62

Agrarian reform measures have not always ensured women's rights even in
countries where women predominate in the agricUltural labour force. Such reforms
should guarantee women's constitutional and legal rights in terms of access to land
and other means of production and should ensure that women will control the
products of their labour and their income, as well as benefits from agricultural
inputs, research, training, credits and other infrastructural facilities.

Paragraph 53

National research institutions, bot~ governmental and private, are urged to
undertake investigations of the problems associated with the relationship between
the law and the role, status and material circumstances of women. These should be
integrated into the curricula of relevant educational institutions in an attempt to
promote general knowledge and awareness of the law.

Paragraph 64

In the past decade there have been significant advances in the development of
statistical concepts and methods for measuring inequality between women and men.
The capabilities of national institutions concerned with statistics and women's
issues should be improved to implement these concepts and methods in the regular
statistical programmes of countries and to make effective use of these statistics
in the policy-planning process. Training for producers and users of statistics on
women should play a key role in this process.
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Paragraph 66
the
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Paragraph 67

Paragraph 68

Paragraph 69*

* The united States reserved its position on paragraphs 69, 72 and 137
specifically because it did not agree with the concept of "equal pay for work of
equal value" and maintained the principle of "equal pay for equal work".

Such social and economic development should be encouraged as would secure the
participation of women as equal partners with men in all fields of work, equal
access to all positions of employment, equal pay for work of equal value and equal
opportunities for education and vocational training, and would co-ordinate the
legislation on the protection of women at work with the need for women to work and
be highly productive producers and managers of all political, economic and social
affairs and would develop branches of the social services to make domestic duties
easier for women and men.

Employment legislation should ensure equity and provide benefits for women not
only in the conventional and formal labour force but also in the informal sector,
partiCUlarly with reg~rd to migrant and service workers, by providing minimum wage
standards, insurance benefits, safe working conditions and the right to organize.
Opportunities for similar guarantees and benefits should also be extended to women
making vital economic contributions in activities involving food production and
processing, fisheries and food distribution through trade. These benefits should
also pertain to women working in family enterprsies and, if possible, to other
self-employed women in an effort to give due recognition to the vital contribution
of all these informal and invisible economic activities to the development of human
resources.
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land Civil codes, partiCUlarly those pertaining to family law, should be revised to

eliminate discriminatory practices where these exist and wherever women are
1 considered minors. The legal capacity of married women should be reviewed in order

to grant them equal rights and duties.

Paragraph 65

In-depth research should be I~ndertaken to dete(mine instances when customary
law may be discriminatory or prot,ective of women's rights and the extent to which
the interfaces between customary and statutory law may retard progress in the
implementation of new legislative measures. Particular attention should be paid to
double standards in every aspect of life, with a view to abolishing them.

nd
r
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mId
,ing Law-reform committees with equal representation of women and men from
to Governments and from non-governmental organizations should be set up to review all

laws, not only as a monitoring device but also with a view to determining
research-related activities, amendments and new legislative measures.
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Paragra~h 70

Measures for the implementation of legislation relating to working conditions
for women must be taken.

Paragraph 71

Legislative and/or other measures should be adopted and implemented to secure
for men and women the same right to work and to unemployment benefits, as well as
to prohibit, through, inter alia, the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the
grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the
grounds of marital status. Legislative and other measures should be adopted and
implemented to facilitate the return to the labour market of women who have left it
for family reasons and to guarantee the right of women to return to work after
maternity leave.

Paragraph 72

Governments should continue to take special action to institute programmes
that would inform women workers of their rights unde~ legislation and other
remedial measures. The importance of freedom of association and the protection of
the right to organize should be emphasized, this being particularly relevant to the
position of women in employment. Special measure& should be taken to ratify and
implement in national legislation the relevant conventions and recommendations of
the International Labour Organisation concerning the rights of ~~men as regards
access to equal employment opportunities, equal pay for work of equal value, equal
working conditions, job security and maternity protection.

Paragraph 73

Marriage agreements should be based on mutual understanding, respect and
freedom of choice. Careful attention should be paid to the equal participation and
valuation of both partners so that the value of housework is considered equivalent
of financial contributions.

Paragraph 74

The right of all women, in particular married women, to own, administer. sell
or buy property independently should be guaranteed as an aspect of their equality
and freedom under the law. The right to divorce should be granted equally to both
partners under the same conditions, and custody of children decided in a
non-discriminatory manner with full awareness of the importance of the input from
both parents in the maintenance, rearing and socialization of children. Women
should not forfeit their right to custody of their children or to any other
benefits and freedomssimply because they have initiated a divorce. without
prejudice to the religious and cultural traditions of countries, and taking into
account the de facto situations, legal or other appropriate provisions should be
made to eliminate discrimination against single mothers and their children.

Paragraph 75

Appropriate action is necessary to ensure that the jUdiciary and all paralegal
personnel are fully aware of the importance of the achievement by women of rights
set out in internationally agreed instruments, constitutions and the law.
Appropriate forms of in-service training and retraining should be designed and
carried out for this purpose, with special attention given to the recruitment and
training of women.
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Paragraph 76

Special attention should be given in criminology training to the particular
situation of women as victims of violent crimes, including crimes that violate
women's bodies and result in serious physical and psychological damage.
Legislation should be passed and laws enforced in every country to end the
degradation of women through sex-related crimes. Guidance should be given to law
enforcement and other authorities on the need to deal sensibly and sensitively with
the victims of such crimes.

2. Equality in social participation

Pa ragraph 77

A comprehensive and sustained public campaign should be launched by all
Governments, in close collaboration with non-governmental organizations, women's
pressure groups, where they exist, and resear.ch institutions, as well as the media,
educational institutions and traditional institutions of communication, to
challenge and abolish,all discriminatory perceptions, attitudes and practices by
the year 2000. Target groups should include policy-makers and decision-makers,
legal technical advisers, bureaucrats, labour and business leaders, busines~

persons, professionals and the general public.

Paragraph 78

By the year 2000, all Goverments should have adequate comprehensive and
coherent national women's policies to abolish all obstacles to the full and equal
participation of women in all spheres of society.

Paragraph 79

Governments should take all appropriate measures to ensure to women, on equal
terms with men and without discrimination, the opportunity to represent their
Government at all levels on delegations to sUbregional, regional and international
meetings. More women should be appointed as diplomats and to decision-making posts
within the United Nations system, including posts in fields relating to peace and
development activities. Support services, such as educational facilities and day
care, for families of diplomats and other civil servants stationed abroad, of
United Nations officials, as well as employment of spouses at the duty station,
wherever possible, should be strongly encouraged.

Paragraph 80

As future parents, young people and children should be educated and mobilized
to act as stimulators for and monitors of changes in attitudes towards women at all
levels of society, particularly with regard to the need for greater flexibility in
the assignment of roles between women and men.

Paragraph 81

Research activities should be promoted to identify discriminatory practices in
education and training and to ensure quality at those two levels. One priority
area for research should be the impact of sexual discrimination on the development
of human resources.
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Paragraph 82

Governments and private institutions are urged to include in the curricula of
all schools, colleges and universities courses and seminars on women's history and
roles in society and to incorporate women's issues in the general curriculum and to
strengthen research institutions in the area of women's studies by promoting
indigenous research activities and collaboration.

Paragraph 83

New teaching methods should be encouraged, especially audio-visual techniques,
to demonstrate clearly the equality of the sexes. Programmes, curricula and
standards of education and training should be the same for females and males.
Textbooks and other teaching materials should be continuously evaluated, updated
and, where necessary, redesigned, rewritten to ensure that they reflect positive,
dynamic and participatory images of women and to present men actively involved in
all aspects of family responsibilities.

Paragraph 84

Governments are urged to encourage the full participation of women in the
whole range of occupations, especially in fields previously regarded as male
preserves, in order to break down occupational barriers and taboos. Employment
equity programmes should be developed to integrate women into all economic
activities on an equal basis with men. Special measures designed to redress the
imbalance imposed by centuries of discrimination against women should be promoted
to accelerate de facto equality between men and women. Those measures should not
be consid~red discriminatory or entail the maintenance of unequal or separate
standards. They are to be discontinued when the objectives of equality of
opportunity and treatment have been achieved. Governments should ensure that their
public service is an exemplary equal opportunity employer.

Paragraph 85

High priority should be given to substantial and continuing improvement in the
portrayal of women in the mass media. Every effort should be made to develop
attitudes and to produce materials that portray positive aspects of women's roles
and status in intellectual and other activities as well as egalitarian relations of
sexes. Steps also should be taken to control pornography, other obscene portrayals
of women and the portrayal of women as sex objects. In this regard all measures
should be taken to ensure that women participate effectively in relevant councils
and review bodies regarding mass media, including advertisement, and in the
implementation of decisions of these, bodies.

3. Equality in political participation and decision-maki~g

Paragraph 86

Governments and political parties should intensify efforts to stimulate and
ensure equality of participation by women in all national and local legislative
bodies and to achieve equity in the appointment, election and promotion of women to
high posts in executive, legislative and judiciary branches in these bodies. At
the local level, strategies to ansure equality of women in politi,cal participation
should be pragmatic,' should bear a close relationship to issues of concern to women
in the locality and should take into account the suitability of the proposed
measures to local needs and values.
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Governments and other employers should devote special attention to the broader
and more equitable access and inclusion of women in management in various forms of
popular participation, which is a significant factor in the development and
realization of all human rights.

Paragraph 88

Governments should effectively secure participation of women in the
decision-making processes at a national, state and local level through legislative
and adminstrative measures. It is desirable that governmental depactmEmts
establish a special office in each of them, headed preferably by a woman, to
monitor periodically and accelerate the process of equitable representation of
women. Special activities should be undertaken to increase the recruitment,
nomination and promotion of women, especially to decision-making and policy-making
positions, by publicizing posts more widely, increasing upward mobility and so on,
until equitable representation of women is achieved. Reports should be compiled
periodically on the numbers of women in public service and on their levels of
responsibility in their areas of work.

Paragraph 89

With respect to the increase in the number of couples in which both partners
are employed in the public service, especially the foreign service, Governments are
urged to consider their special needs, in pa~ticular the couple's desire to be
assigned to the same duty station, with a view to reconciling family and
professional duties.

Paragraph 90

Awareness of women's political rights should be promoted through many
channels, including formal and informal education, political education,
non-governmental organizations, trade unions, the media and business
organizations. Women should be encouraged and motivated and should help each other
to exercise their right to vote and to be elected and to participate in the
political process at all levels on equal terms with men.

Paragraph 91

Political parties and other organizations such as trade unions should make a
deliberate effort to increase and improve women's participation within their
ranks. They should institute measures to activate women's constitutional and legal
guarantees of the right to be elected and appointed by selecting candidates. Equal
access to the political machinery of the organizations and to resources and tools
for developing skills in the art and tactics of practical politics, as well as
effective leadership capabilities, should be given to women. Women in leadership
positions also have a special responsibility to assist in this field.

Paragraph 92

Governments that have not already done so should establish institutional
arrangements and procedures whereby individual women, as well as representatives of
all types of women's interest groups, including those from the most vulnerable,
least privileged and most oppressed groups, may participate actively in all aspects
of the formulation, monitoring, review and appraisal of national and local
policies, issues and activities.
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I I. DEVELOPMENT

A. Obstacles

Paragraph 93

The United Nations Decade for Women has facilitated the identification and
overcoming of obstacles encountered by Member States in integrating women into
society effectively and in formulating and implementing solutions to current
problems. The continuation of women's stereotyped reproductive and productive
roles, justified primarily on physiological, social and cultural grounds, has
subordinated them in the general as well as sectoral spheres of development, even
where some progress has been achieved.

Paragraph 94*

There are coercive measures of an economic, political and other nature that
are promoted and adopted by certain developed States and are directed towards
exerting pressure on developing countries, with the aim of preventing them from
exercising their sovereign rights and of obtaining from them advantages of all
kinds, and furthermore affect possibilities for dialogue and negotiation. Such
measures, which include trade restrictions, blockades, embargoes and other economic
sanctions incompatible with the principles of the United Nations Charter and in
violation of multilateral or bilateral commitments, have adverse effects on the
economic, political and social development of developing countries and therefore
directly affect the integration of women in development, since that is directly
related to the objective of general social, economic and political development.

Paragraph 95**

One of the main obstacles to the effective integration of women i~ ~n~ process
nf development is the aggravation of the international situation, resulting in a
~ontinuing arms race, which now may spread also to outer space. As a result,
immense material and human resources needed for development are wasted. Other
major obstacles to the implementation of goals and objectives set by the United
Nations in the field of the advancement of women include imperialism, colonialism
neo-colonialism, expansionism, apartheid and all other forms of racism and racial
discrimination, exploitation, policies of force and all forms of manifestations of
foreign occupation, domination and hegemony, and the growing gap between the levels
of economic development of developed and developing countries.

Paragraph 96

The efforts of many countries to implement the objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women were undermined by a series of grave economic crises that

* The United States abstained in the vote on paragraph 94 because of
unacceptable language relating to economic measures by developed countries against
developing States.

** The United States reserved its position on paragraph 95 because it did
not agree with th~ listing of those obstacles categorized as being major
impediments to the advancement of women.
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have had severe repercussion$, especially for many developing countries because of
their generally greater vUlnerabllity to external economic factors as well as
because the main burden of adjustment to the economic crises has been borne by the
developing countries, pushing the majority of them towards economic collapse.

Paragraph 97

The worsening of the social situation in many parts of the world, and
particularly in Africa, as a result of the disruptive consequences of the economic
crisis had a great negative impact on the process of effective and equal
integration of women in development. This adverse social situation reflects the
lack of implementation of relevant United Nations conventions, declarations and
resolutions in the social and economic fields, and of the objectives and overall
development goals adopted and reaffirmed in the International Development Strategy
for the Third united Nations Development Decade.

Paragraph 98*

The lack of political will of certain developed countries to eliminate
obstacles to the practical realization of such fundamental documents adopted by the
United Nations as the Declaration on Social Progress and Development (General
Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV», the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States (General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX», the Declaration and the Programme
of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order (General
Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI), respectively), the International
D~velopment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade (General
Assembly resolution 35/56, annex), aimed at the restructuring of internati.onal
economic relations on a just and democratic basis, should be counted among the main
reasons for the conservation of the unfavourable and unequal position of women from
the point of view of development, especially in the developing countries.

Paragraph 99

The last years of the Decade have witnessed a deterioration of the general
economic situation in the developing countries. The financial, economic and social
crisis of the developing world has worsened the situation of large sectors of the
population, especially women. In particular, the decline in economic activity is
having a negative impact on an already unbalanced distribution of inccme, as well
as on the high levels of unemploYment, which affect women more than men.

Paragraph 100**

Protectionism against developing countries' exports in all its forms, the
deterioration in the terms of trade, monetary instability, including high interest
rates and the inadequate flow of official development assistance have aggravated
the development problems of the developing countries, and consequently have
complicated the difficulties hampering the integration of women in the development
process.

* The United States requested a vote on paragraph 98 and voted against the
paragraph.

** The United States reserved its position on paragraph 100 because it did
not ~ccept the underlying philosophy of the paragraph as it concerned the economic
situation in debtor and developing countries.
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One of the Principal obstacles now confronting the devel)ping countries is
their gigantic pUblic and private external debt, which constitutes a palpable
expression of the economic crisis and has serious political, economic and social
consequences for these countries. The amount of the external debt obliges the
developing countries to devote enormous sums of their already scarce export income
to the servicing of the debt, which affects their peoples' lives and possibilities
of development, with particular effects on women. In many developing countries
there is a growing conviction that the conditions for the payment and servicing of
the external debt cause those countries enormous difficulties and that the
adjustment policies traditionally imposed are inadequate and lead to a
disproportionate social cost.

The negative effects of the present international economic situation on the
least developed countries have been particularly grave and have caused serious
difficulties in the process of integrating women in development.

The growth prospects of the low-income countries have seriously deteriorated
owing to the reduction in international economic co-operation, particularly the
inadequate flow of official oevelopment assistance and the growing trade
protectionism in the developed countries, wLich restricts the capacity of the
low-income countries to attain the objectives of the United Nations Decade for
Women.

This situation is even more grave in the developing countries that are
afflicted by drought, famine and desertification.

Paragraph 101

Despite significant efforts in many countries to transfer tasks traditionally
performed by women to men or to public services, traditional attitudes still
continue to persist and in fact have contributed to the increased burden of work
placed on women. The complexity and mUltidimensional aspects of changing sex roles
and norms and the difficulty of determining the specific structural and
or9anizatior~1 requirements of such a change have hindered the formulation of
measures to alter sex roles and to develop appropriate perspectives on the image of
women in society. Thus, despite gains made by a few women, for.the majority
subordination in the labour force and in society has continued, through the
exploitative conditions under which women often work have become more visible.

Paragraph 102

The effective participation of women in development has also been impeded by
the difficult international economic situation, the debt crisis, poverty, continued
population growth, rising divorce rates, increasing migration, and the growing
incidence of female-headed households. Yet, neither the actual expansion of
empl~ent for women nor the recognition that women constitute a significant
proportion of producers has been accompanied by social adjustments to ease women's
burden of child and household care. The economic recession led to a reduction in
investments, parti~ularly in those services that allow greater societal sharing of
the social and economic costs of child care and housework.

Paragraph l~

Insufficient awareness and understanding of the complex and multifaceted
relationships between development and the advancement of women have continued to
make policy, programme and project formulation difficult. While during the earlier
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part of the Decade the belief that economic growth would automatically benefit
women was more widely shared, an evaluation of the experience of the Decade has
shed considerable doubt on this over-simplified premise. Consequently, the need to
understand better the relationship between development and the advancement of women
and to gather, analyse and disseminate information for the more effective
formulation of policies, programmes and projects has become greater.

Paragraph 104

Although throughout history and in many societies women have been sharing
similar experiences, in the developing countries the problems of women,
particularly those pertaining to their integration in the development process, are
different from the problems women face in the industrialized countries and are
often a matter of survival. Failure to recognize t~ese differences leads,
inter alia, to neglect the adverse effect of the insufficient progress made towards
improvement in national policies or' programmes and the present international
economic situation as well as the interre1atiqnships that exist between the goals
and objectives of the IQternational Development Strategy for the Third united
Nations Development Decade and the objectives of equality, development and peace.

Paragraph 105

The lack of political will and commitment continued to retard action to
promote effective participation by women in development. Exclusion of women from
policy-making and decision-making made it difficult for women and women's
organizations to include in their preferences and interests the largely
male-dominated choices of progress and development. Furthermore, because the issue
of women in development has often been perceived as a welfare problem, it has
received low priority, viewed simply as a cost to society rather than as a
contribution. Thus, the specific formulation of targets, programmes and projects
concerning women and development has often received little attention, awaiting the
attainment of development rather than being instrumental to it. This, in turn,
caused a parallel weakness in the institutional, technical and material resources
devoted to the promotion of activities for effective participation by women in
development.

Paragraph 106

Appropriate national machinery for the effective integration of women in the
development process has been either insufficient or lacking. Where the machinery
exists, it often lacks the resources, focus, responsibility and authority to be
effective.

B. Basic strategies

Paragraph 107

The commitment to remove obstacles to the effective participation of all women
in development as intellectuals, policy-makers and decision-makers, planners,
contributors and beneficiaries should be strengthened according to the specific
problems of women in different regions and countries and the needs of different
categories of women in them. That commitment should guide the formulation and
implementation of policies, plans, programmes and projects, with the awareness that
development prospects will be improved and society advanced through the full and
effective participation of women.

Pat

by
ef
of
ne
sh
co
ca
inc
chi
the
the
de

Par
!"\

mod
imp
to
fro
to
a1t
sup
aut
bas
dev

Par

at
phy
mad
pIa
dev

-29"'

.''\;'



! ,

i....----------------I------.'_.Ii.I__-. illC:;l!..._!!!I----__iIliLlii'ilil!t!'l!iz=lilI__'ilI!iiIlIIilNliIliMiM_._II!!IIS....'III.•ilmm_iiIliHi!li!l'iii!OMlil

Paragraph 108 in the wor
deal with

Different socio-economic and cultural conditions are to be taken into account
when identifying the foremost obstacles to the advaficen~nt of women. The current
economic situation and the imbalances within the world monetary and financial
system need adjustment programmes to overcome the difficulties. These programmes
should not adversely affect the most vulnerable segments of society among whom
women are disproportionately represented.

Paragraph 109

Development, being conceived as a comprehensive process, must be charact~rized

by the search for economic and social objectives and goals that guarantee the
effective participation of the entire population, especially women, in the process
of development. It is also necessary to work in favour of the structural changes
needed for the fulfilment of these aspirations. In line with these concerns, one
should endeavour to speed up social and economic development in developing
countries; accelerate the development of the scientific and technological
capabilities of those countries; promote an equitable distribution of national
income; and eradicate absolute poverty, experienced disproportionately by women and
children, with the shortest possible delay by applying an overall strategy that, ~ll

the one hand, eliminates hunger and malnutrition and, on the other, works towards
the construction of more just societies, in which women may reach their full
development.
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As the primary objective of development is to bring about sustained
improvement in the well-being of the individual and of society and to bestow
benefits on all, development should be seen not only as a desirable goal in itself
but also as an important means of furthering equality of the sexes and the
maintenance of peace.

Paragraph III

Paragraph 112

Women should be an integral part of the process of defining the pbjectives and
modes of development, as well as of developing strategies and measures for their
implementation. The need for women to participate fully in political processes and
to have an equal share of power in guiding development efforts and in benefiting
from them should be recognized. Organizational and other means of enabling women
to bring their interests and preferences into the evaluation and choice of
alternative d~velopment objectives and strategies should be identified and
supported. This would include special measures designed to enhance women's
autonomy, bringing women into the mainstream of the development process on an equal
basis \iith men, or ether measures designed to integrate women fully in the ~otal

development effort.

The actual and potential impact on women of macro-economic processes operating
at the international and national levels, as well as of financial spa.tial and
physical development policies, should be assessed and appropriate modifications
made to ensure that women are not adversely affected. Initial emphasis should be
placed on employment, health and education. Priority should be given to the
devel!opment of human resources, bearing in mind the need to avoid further increases



in the work-load of women, particularly when alternative policies are formulated to
deal with the economic and debt crisis.

Paragraph 113

with due recognition of the difficulties involved, Governments, international
and regional organizations, and non-governmental organizations should intensify
their efforts to enhance the self-reliance of women in a viable and sustained
fashion. Because economic independence is a necessary pre-eondition for
self-reliance, such efforts should above all be focused on increasing women's
access to gainful activities. Grass-roots participatory processes and planning
approaches using local talent, expertise and resources are vital and should be
supported and encouraged.

Paragraph 114

The incorporation of women's issues in all areas and sectors and at the local,
national, regional and ~nternational levels should be institutionalized. TO this
end, appropriate machinery should be established or strengthened, and further
legislative action taken. Sectoral policies and plans shOUld be developed, and the
effective participation of women in development should be integrated both in those
plans and in the formulation and implementation of mainstream programmes and
projects and should not be confined solely to statements of intent within plans or
to small-scale, transitory projects relating to women.

Paragraph 115

The gender bias evident in most development programmes should be eliminated
and the prejudices hindering the SOlution of women's problems removed. Particular
attention should be given to the restructuring of employment, health and education
systems and to ensuring equal access to land, capital and other productive
resources. Emphasis should be placed on strategies to assist women in generating
and keeping income, including measures designed to improve women's acceSs to
credit. Such strategies must focus on the removal of legal, customary and other
barriers and on strengthening women's capacity to use existing credit systems.

Paragraph 116

Governments should seek means to increase substantially the number of women
who are decision-makers, policy-makers, managers, professionals and technicians in
both traditional and non-traditional areas and sectors. Women should be provided
with equal opportunities for access to resources, especially education and
training, in order to facilitate their equal representation at higher managerial
and professional levels.

Paragraph 117

The role of women as a factor of development is in many ways linked to theit
involvement in various forms and levels of decision-making and management in
economic and social structures, such as worker participation in management,
industrial democracy, worker self-management, trade unions and co-operatives. The
development of these forms of participation, which have an impact on the
development and promotion of working and living conditions, and the inclusion of
women in these forms of participation on an equal footing with men is of crucial
importance.
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Paragraph 118

The relationships between development and the advancemenlt of women under
specific socio-cultural conditions should be studied locally to permit the
effective formulation of policies, programmes and projects designed for stable and
equitable growth. The findings should be used to develop social awareness of the
need for effective participation of women in development and to create realistic
images of women in society.

Paragraph 119

It is vital that the link between the advancement of women and socio-economic
and political development be emphasized for the effective mobilization of resources
for women.

Paragraph 120

The remunerated and, in particular, the unremunerated contributions of women
to all aspects and sectors of development should be recognized, and appropriate
efforts should be mD.de to measure and reflect these contributions in national
accounts and economic statistics and in the gross national product. Concrete steps
should be taken to quantify the unremunerated contribution of women to agriculture,
food production, reproduction and household activities.

Paragraph 121

Concerted action should be directed towards the establishment of a system of
sharing parental responsibilities by women and men in the family and by society.
To this end, priority should be given to the provision of a social infrastructure
that will enable society to share these responsibilities with families and,
simultaneously, to bring about changes in social attitudes so that new or modified
gender roles will be accepted, promoted and become exercisable. Household tasks
and parental responsibilities, inclUding decision-making regarding family size and
child spacing, should be re-examjned with a view to a better sharing of
responsibilities between men and wom~n and therefore, be conducive to the
attainment of womenus and men's self-reliance and to the development of future
human resources.

Paragraph 122

Monitoring and evaluation efforts should be strengthened and directed
specifically towards women's issues and should be based on a thorough review and
extensive development of improved statistics and indicators on the situation of
women as compared with men, over time and in all fields.

Paragraph 123

Appropriate national machinery should be established and should be utilized to
integrate women effectively in the development process. To be effective, this
machinery should be provided with adequate resources, commitment and authority to
encourage and enhance development efforts.
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Paragraph 124

Regional and in~ernational co-operation, within the framework of technical
co-operation among developing countries, should be strengthened and extended to
promote the effective participation of women in development.

C. Measures for the implementation of the basic strategies
at the national level

1. Overall

Paragraph 125

Appropriate machinery with sufficient resources and authority should be
established at the highest level of government as a focal point to ensure that the
full range of development policies and programmes in all sectors recognizes women's
concribution to development and incorporates strategies to include women and to
ensure that they receive an equitable share of the benefits of development.

Paragraph 126

To achieve the goal of development, which is inseparably linked to the goals
of equality and peace, Governments should institutionalize women's issues by
establishing or strengthening app1ropriate machinery in all areas and sectors of
development. In addition, they should direct specific attention to effecting a
positive change in the attitudes of male decision-makers. Governments should
ensure the establishment and implementation of legislation and administrative
policies and mobilize communications and information systems to create social
awareness of the legal rights of women to participate in all aspects of development
at all levels and at all stages - that is, planning, implementation and
evaluation. Governments should Istimulate the formation and growth of women's
organizations and women's groups and give financial and organizational support to
their activities when appropriate.

Paragraph 127

National resources should be directed so as to promote the participation of
women at all levels and in all areas and sectors. Governments should establish
national and sectoral plans and specific targets for women in development, equip
the machinery in charge of women's issues with political, financial and technical
resources; strengthen intersectoral co-ordination in promoting women's
participation; and establish institutional mechanisms to address the needs of
especially vulnerable groups of women.

Paragraph 128

Governments should recognize the importance of and the need for the full
utilization of women's potential for self-reliance and for the attainment of
national development goals and should enact legislation to ensure this. Programmes
should be formulated and implemented to provide women's organizations,
co-operatives, trade unions and professional associations with access to credit and
other financial assistance and to training and extension services. Consultative
~echanisms through which the views of women may be incorporated in governmental
activities should be set up, and supportive ties with women's grass-roots
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organizations, such as self-help community development and mutual aid societies and
non-governmental organizations committed to the cause of women should be created
and maintained to facilitate the integration of women in mainstream development.

'Paragraph 129

There should be close co-ordination between Governments, agencies and other
bodies at the national and local level. The effectiveness of national machinery,
including the relationship between Governments and non-governmental organizations,
should be evaluated and strengthened with a view to improving co-operation.
Positive experiences and good models should be widely publicized.

Paragraph 130

Governments should compile gender-specific statistics and information and
should develop or reorganize an information system to take decisions and action on
the advancement of women. They should also support local research activities and
local experts to help identify mechanisms for the advancement of women, focusing on
the self-reliant, self-sustaining and self-generating social, economic and
political development of women.

Paragraph 131

Governmental mechanisms should be established for monitoring and evaluating
the effectiveness of institutional and administrative arrangements and of delivery
systems, plans, programmes and projects to promote an equitable participation of
women in development.

2. Areas for specific action

Employment

Paragraph 132

Special measures aimed at the advancement of women in all types of employment
should be consistent with the economic and social policies promoting full
productive and freely chosen employment.

Paragraph 133

Policies should provide the means to mobilize public awareness, political
support, and institutional and financial resources to enable women to obtain jobs
involving more skills and responsibility, including those at the managerial level,
in all sectors of the economy. These measures should include the promotion of
women's occupational mobility, especially in the middle and lower levels of the
work-force, where the majority of women work.

Paragraph 134

Governments that have not yet done so should ratify and implement the
Convention on the Elimination of All FOrms of Discrimination against Women and
other international instruments relating to the improvement of the condition of
women workers.

-34-

F
encour
provid
Re-ent
women
be rev
does n

Para r

E
1egisl
out wo
Mditi
betwee
men sh
privil
desegr

Para r

TI
create
and hie
design
employ
in all
enhanc

Paragr

areas
securi
hazard
taken
jobs,
provid
be enf
mechan°

N

streng
scheme
conven



~s and
ted
1t.

1er
~ry ,
lons,

m on
and

lng on

,ng
.lTery
of

'ment

obs
'\le1 ,

Patagraph 135-.
Measures based on legislation and trade union action should be taken to ensure

equity in all jobs and avoid exploitative trends in part-time work, as well as the
tendency towards the feminization of part-time, temporary and seasonal work.

Paragraph 136

Flexible working hours for all are strongly recommended as a measure for
encouraging the sharing of parental and domestic responsibilities by women and men,
provided that such measures are not used against the interests of employees.
Re-entry programmes, complete with training and stipends, should be provided for
women who have been out of the labour force for some time. Tax structures should
be revised so that the tax liability on the combined earnings of married couples
does not constitute a disincentive t~ women's emplOYment.

Paragraph 137

Eliminating all forms of employment discrimination, inter alia through
legislative measures, especially wage differentials between women and men carrying
out work of equal value, is strongly recommended to all parties concerned.
Additional programmes should help to overcome still existing disparities in wages
between women and men. Differences in the legal conditions of work of women and
men should also be eliminated, where there are disadvantages to women, and
privileges should be accorded to male and female parents. Occupational
desegregation of women and men should be promoted.

Paragraph 138

The public and private sectors should make concerted efforts to diversify and
create new employment opportunities for women in the traditional, non-traditional
and high productivity areas and sectors in both rural and urban areas through the
design and implementation of incentive schemes for both employers and women
employees and through widespread dissemination of information. Gender stereotyping
in all areas should be avoided and the occupational prospects of women should be
enhanced.

Paragraph 139

The working conditions of women should be improved in all formal and informal
areas by the public and private sectors. Occupational health and safety and job
security should be enhanced and protective measures against work-related health
hazards effectively implemented for women and men. Appropriate measures should be
taken to prevent sexual harassment on the job or sexual exploitation in specific
jobs, such as domestic service. Appropriate measures for redress should be
provided by Governments and legislative measures guaranteeing these rights should
be enforced. In addition, Governments and the private sector should put in place
mechanisms to identify and correct harmful working conditions.

Paragraph 140

National planning should give urgent consideration to the development and
strengthening of social security and health schemes and maternity protection
schemes in keeping with the principles laid down in the ILO maternity protection
convention and maternity protection recommendation and other relevant ILO
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conventions and recommendations as a prerequisite to the hastening of women's
effective participation in production, and all business and trade unions should
seek to promote the rights and compensations of working women and tn ensure that
appropriate infrastructures are provided. Parental leave following the birth of a
child should be available to both women and men and preferably shared between
them. Provision should be made for accessible child-care facilities for working
parents.

Paragraph 141

Governments and non-governmental organizations should recognize thp.
contribution of older women and the importance of their input in those areas that
directly affect their well-being. Urgent attention should be paid to the education
and training of young women in all fields. Special retraining programmes including
technical training should also be developed for young women in both urban and rural
sectors, who lack qualifications and are ill-equipped to enter productive
employment. Steps should be taken to eliminate exploitative treatment of young
women at work, in line with lLO Convention No. III concerning discrimination in
respect of employment and occupation, 1958 and ILO Conve~tion No. 122 concerning
employment policy, 1964.

Paragraph 142

National planning, programmes and projects should launch a twofold attack on
poverty and unemployment. Tb enable women to gain access to equal economic
opportunities, Governments should seek to involve and integrate women in all phases
of the planningi delivery and evaluation of multisectoral programmes that eliminate
discrimination against women, provide required supportive services and emphasize
income generation. An increased number of women should be hired in national
planning mechanisms. Particular attention should be devoted to the informal s~ctor

since it will be the major employment outlet of a considerable number of
underprivileged urban and rural women. The co-operative movement could play an
indispensable role in this area.

Paragraph 143

Recognition and application should be given to the fact that women and men
have equal rights to work and, on the same footing, to acquire a personal income on
equal terms and conditions, regardless of the economic situation. They should be
given opportunities in accordance with the protective legislation of each country
and especially in the labour market, in the context of measures to stimulate
economic development and to promote employment growth.

Paragraph 144

In view of the persistence of high unemployment levels in many countries,
Governments should endeavour to strengthen the efforts to cope with this issue and
provide more job opportunities for women. Given that in many cases women account
for a disproportionate share of total unemployment, that their unemployment rates
are higher than those of men and that, owing to lower qualifications, geographical
mobility and other barriers, women's prospects for alternative jobs are mostly
limited, more attention should be given to unemployment as it affects women.
Measures should t~ taken to alleviate the consequences of unemployment for women ~n

declining sectors and occupations. In particular, training measures must be
instituted to facilitate the transition.
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Paragraph 145

Although general policies designed to reduce unemployment or to create jobs
may benefit both men and women, by their nature they are often of greater
assistance to men than to women. For this reason, specific measures should be
taken to permit women to benefit equally with men from national policies to create
jobs.

Paragraph 146

As high unemployment among youth, wherever it exists, is a matter of serious
concern, policies designed to deal with this problem should take into account that
unemployment rates for young women are often much higher than those for young men.
Moreover, measures aimed at mitigating unemployment among youth should not
negatively affect the employment of women in other age groups - for example, by
lowering minimum wages. Women should not face any impediment to employment
opportunities and benefits in cases where their husbands are employed.

Paragraph 147

Governments should also give special attention to women in the peripheral or
marginal labour market, such as those in unstable temporary work or unregulated
part-time work, as well as to the increasing number of women working in the
informal economy.

Health

Paragraph 148

The vital role of women as providers of health care both inside and outside
the home should be recognized, taking into account the following: the creation and
strengthening of basic services for the delivery of health care, with due regard to
levels of fertility and infant and maternal mortality and the neE~s of the most
vulnerable groups and the need to control locally prevalent endemic and epidemic
diseases. Governments that have not already done so should undertake, in
co-operation with the World Health Organization, the united Nations Children's Fund
and the united Nations Fund for Population Activities, plans of action relating to
women in health and development in order to identify and reduce risks to women's
health and to promote the positive health of women at all stages of life, bearing
in mind the productive role of women in society and their responsibilities for
bearing and rearing children. Women's participation in the achievement of Health
for All by the Year 2000 should be recognized v since their health knowledge is
crucial in their multiple roles as health providers and health brokers for the
family and community, and as informed consumers of adequate and appropriate health
care.

Paragraph 149

The participation of women in higher professional and managerial positions in
health institutions should be increased through appropriate legislation, training
and supportive action should be taken to increase women's enrolment at higher
levels of medical training and training in health-related fields. For effective
community involvement to ensure the attainment of the World Health Organization's
goal of Health for All by the Year 2000 and responsiveness to women's health needs,
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women should be represented in national and local health councils and committees.
The employment and working conditions of women health personnel and health workers
should be expanded and improved at all levels. Female traditional healers and
birth attendants should be more fully and constructively integrated in national
health planning.

Health education should be geared towards changing those attitudes and values
and actions that are discriminatory and detrimental to women's and girls' health.
Steps should be taken to change the attitudes; and health knowledge and composition
of health personnel so that there can be an appropriate understanding of women's
health needs. A greater sharing by men and women of family and health-eare
responsibilities should be encouraged. Women must be involved in the formulation
and planning of their health education needs. Health education should be available
to the entire family not only through the health care system, but also through all
appropriate channels and in particular the educational system. To this end,
Governments should ensure that information meant to be received by women is
relevant to women's health priorities and is suitably presented.

,I_i. f 3"iaIII-

Paragraph 150

Promotive, preventive and curative health measures should be strengthened
through combined measures and a supportive health infrastructure which, in
accordance with the International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes,
should be free of commercial pressure. To provide immediate access to water and
sanitary facilities for women, Governments should ensure that women are consulted
and involved in the planning and implementation of water and sanitation projects,
trained in the maintenance of water-supply systems, and consulted with regard to
technologies used in water and sanitation projects. In this regard,
recommendations arising from the activities generated by the International Drinking Pa
Water Supply and Sanitation Decade and other pUblic health programmes should be
taken into account.

Paragraph 151

I,

-
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Paragraph 152 Ac

Governments should take measures to vaccinate children and pregnant women
against certain endemic local diseases as well as other diseases as recommended by
the vaccination schedule of the World Health Organization and to eliminate any
differences in coverage between boys and' girls (cf. WHO report EB 75/22). In
regions where rubella is prevalent, vaccinations should preferably be given to
girls before puberty. Governments should ensure that adequate arrangements are
made to preserve the quality of vaccines. Governments should ensure the quality of
vaccines. Governments should also ensure the full and informed participation of
women in programmes to control chronic and communicable diseases.

Paragraph 153

The international community should intensify efforts to eradicate the
trafficking, marketing and distribution of unsafe and ineffective drugs and to
disseminate information on their ill effects. Those efforts should include
educational programmes to promote the proper prescription and informed use of
drugs. Efforts should also be strengthened to eliminate all practices detrimental
to the health of women and children. Efforts should be made to ensure that all
women have access to essential drugs appropriate to their specific needs and as
recommended in the WHO List of Essential Drugs as applied in 1978. It is pa

pa
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imperative that information on the appropriate use of such drugs is made widely
available to all women. When drugs are imported or exported Governments should use
the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmac~ tical Products Moving in
International Commerce.

Paragraph 154

Women should have access to and control over income to provide adequate
nutrition for themselves and their children. Also, Governments should foster
activities that will increase awareness of the special nutritional needs of women;
provide support to ensure sufficient rest in the last trimester of pregnancy and
while breast-feedingJ and promote interventions to reduce the prevalence of
nutritional diseases such as anaemia in women of all ages, particularly young
women, and promote the development and use of locally produced weaning food.

Paragraph 155

Appropriate health facilities should be planned, designed, constructed and
equipped to be readily accessible and acceptable. Services should be in harmony
with the timing and patterns of women's work, as well as with women's needs· and
perspectives. Maternal and child-care facilities, including family planning
services, should be within easy reach of all women. Governments should also ensure
that women have the same access as men to affordable curative, preventive and
rehabilitative treatment. Wherever possible, measures should be taken to conduct
general screening and treatment of women's common diseases and cancer. In view of
the unacceptably high levels of maternal mortality in many developing countries,
the reduction of maternal mortality from now to the year 2000 to a minimum level
should be a key target for Governments and non-governmental organizations,
including professional organizations.

Paragraph 156*

,The ability of women to control their own fertility forms an important basis
for the enjoyment of other rights. As recognized in the World Population Plan of
Action !!I and reaffirmed at the International Conference on PopUlation, 1984, all
couples and individuals have the basic human right to decide freely and informedly
the number and spacing of their children; maternal and child health and
family-planning components of primary health care should be strengthened; and
family-planning inform~tion should be produced and services created. Access to
such services should be encouraged by Governments irrespective of their population
policies and should be carried out with the participation of women's organizations
to ensure their success.

Paragraph 157*

Governments should make available, as a matter of urgency, information,
education and the means to assist women and men to take decisions about their
desired number of children. To ensure a voluntary and free choice, family-planning
information, education and means should include all medically approved and
appropriate methods of family planning. Education for responsible parenthood and
family-life education should be widely available and should be directed towards

* The Holy See delegation reserved its position with respect to
paragraphs 156 to 159 because it did not agree with the substance of those
paragraphs.
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both men and women. Non-governmental organizations, particularly women's
organizations, should ba involved in such programmes because they can be ths most
effective media for motivating people at t~at level.

Paragraph 158*

Recognizing that pregnancy occurring in adolescent ~\rls, whether married or
unmarried, has adverse effects on the morbidity and mortality of both mother and
child, Governments are urged to develop policies to encourage delay in the
commencement of childbearing. Governments should make efforts to raise the age of
entry into marriage in countries in which this age is still quite low. Attention
should also be given to ensuring that adolescents, both girls and boys, receive
adequate information and education.

Paragraph 159*

All Governments should ensure that fertllity-control methods and drugs conform
to adequate standards of quality, efficiency and safety. This should also apply to
organizations responsible for distributing and administering these methods.
Information on contraceptives should be made available to women. Programmes of
incentives and disincentives should be neither coercive nor discLiminatory and
should be consistent with internationally recognized human right~, as well ~s with
changing individual and cultural values.

Paragraph 160

Governments should encourage local women's organizations to participate in
primary health-ea~e activities inc:uding traditional medicine, and £;hould devise
ways to support women, especially underprivileged women, in taking responsibility
for self-eare and in promoting community care, particularly in rural areas. More
emphasis should be placed on preventive rather than curative measures.

Paragraph 161

The appropriate gender-specific indicators for monitoring women's healtr that
have been or are being developed by the World Health Organization should be widely
applied and utilized by Governments and other interested organizations in order to
develop and sustain measures for treatilil;; low-grade ill healt.h and for reducing
high mc'rbidity rates among women, particularly when illnesses are psychosomatic or
social and cultural in nature. Governments tnat have not yet done so should
estat~ish focal points to carry out such monitoring.

Paragraph 162

Occupational health and safety should be enhanced by the public and private
sectors. Concern with the occupational health risks should cover female as well as
male workers and focus among other things on risks endangering their reproductive
capabilities and unborn children. Efforts should equally be directed at the health
of pregnant and lactating women, the health impact of new technologias and the
harmonization of work and family responsibilities.

* The Holy See delegation resierved its position with respect to
paragraphs 156 to 159 because it did not agree with the substance of those
paragraphs.
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Educatl(lg

Paragraph 163

Education is the basis for the full promotion and improvement of the status of
women. It is the basic tool that should be given to women in order to fulfil their
role as full members of society.. Governments should strengthen the participation
of women at all levels of national educational policy and in formulating and
implementing plans, progra~nmes and projects. Special measures should be adopted to
revise and adapt women's education to the =ealities of the developing world.
Existing and new services should bs directed to women as intellectuals,
policy-makers, decision-makers, planners, contributors and beneficiaries, with
particular attention to the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
(1960). Special measures should also be adopted to increase equal access to
scientific, technical and vocational education, particularly for young women, and
evaluat~ pr.ogress made by the poorest women in urban and rural areas.

Paragraph Hi4

Special measures should be taken by Governments and the international
organizations, especially UNESOO, to eliminate the high rate of illite::acy by the
year 2000, with the support of the international community. Governments should
establi~h targets and adopt appropriate measures for this purpose. While the
elimination of illiteracy is important to all, priority programmes are still
required to overcome the special obstacles that have generally led to higher
illiteracy rates among women than among men. Efforts should be made to promote
functional literaCYr. with special emphasis on health, nutrition and viable economic
skills and opportunities, in order to eradicate illiteracy among women and to
produce additional material for the eradication of illiteracy. Programmes for
legal literacy in low-income urban and rural areas should be initiated and
intansified. Raising the level of education among women is important for the
general welfare of society. and because of its close link to child survival and
child spacing.

Paragraph 165

The causes of high absenteeism and drop-out rates of girls in the educational
system must be addressed. Measures must be developed, atrengthened and implemented
that will, inter alia, create the appropriate incentives to ensure that women have
an equal opportunity to acquire education at all levels, as well as to apply their
education in a work or career context. Such measures should include the
strengthening of communication and information systems, the implementation of
appropriate legislation and the reorientation of educational personnel. Moreover,
Governments should encourage and finance adult education programmes for those women
who have never completed their studies or were forced to interrupt ·their studies,
owing to family responsibilities, lack of financial resources or early pregnancies.

Paragraph 166

Efforts should be made to ensure that available scholarships and other forms
of support from governmental, non-governmental and private sources are expanded and
equitably distributed to girls and boys and that boarding and lodging facilities
are equally accessible to them.
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The curricula of public and private schools should be examined, textbooks and
other educational materials reviewed and educational personnel retrained in order
to eliminate all discriminatory gender stereotyping in education. Educational
institutions should be encouraged to expand their curricula to include studies on
women's contribution to all aspects of development.

Paragraph 168

The Decade has witnessed the rise of centre3 and programmes of women's studies
in response to social forces and to the need for Jeveloping a new scholarship and a
body of knowledge on women's studies from the perspective of women. Women's
studies should be developed to reformulate the current models influencing the
constitution of knowledge and sustaining a value system that reinforces
inequality. The promotion and application of women's studies inside and outside
and conventional institutions of learning will help to create a just and equitable
society in which men and women enjoy equal lpartnership.

Paragraph 169

Encouragement and incentives, as well as counselling services, should be
provided for girls to' study scientific, technical and managerial subjects at all
levels, in order to develop and enhance the aptitudes of women for decision-making,
management and leadership in these fields.

Paragraph 170

All educational and occupational training should be flexible and accessible to
both women and men. It should aim to improve employment possibilities and
promotion prospects for women inclUding those areas where technologies are
improving rapidly, and vocational training programmes, as well as workers'
educational schemes dealing with co-operatives, trade unions and work associations,
should stress the importance of equal opportunity for women at all levels of work
and work-related activities.

Paragraph 171

Extensive measures should be taken to diversify women's v~ational education
and training in order to extend their opPortunities for employment in occupations
that are non-traditional or are new to women and that are important to
development. The present educational system, which in many countries is sharply
divided by sex, with girls receiving instruction in home economics and boys in
technical subjects, should be altered. Existing vocational training centres should
be opened to girls and women instead of continuing Cl segregated training system.

Paragraph 112

A fully integrated system of training, ha'ling direct linkages with employment
needs, pertinent to future employment and development trends should be created and
impl\~ented in order to avoid wastage of human resources.

Paragraph 173

Educational programmes to enable men to assume as much responsibility as women
in the upbringing of children and the maintenance of the household should be
introduced at all levels of the educational system.
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Food, water and agriculture

Paragraph 174

Women, as key food producers in many regions of the world, play a central role
in the development and production of food and agriculture, participating act~vely

in all phases of the production cycle, including the conservation, storage,
processing and marketing of food and agricultural products. Women therefore make a
vital contribution to economic development, particularly in agriculturally based
economies, which must be better recognized and rewarded. Development strategies
and programmes, as well as incentive programmes and projects in the field of food
and agriculture, need to be designed in a manner that fully integrates women at ~ll

levels of planning, implementation, monitoring evaluation in all stages of the
development process of a project cycle, so as to facilitate and enhance this key'
role of women and to ensure that women receive proper benefits and remuneration
commensurate with their important contribution in this field. Moreover, women
should be fully integrated and involved in the technological research and energy
aspect. of food and agricultural development.

Paragraph 175

During the Decade, the significant contribution of women to agricultural
development has been more widely recognized, particularly their contribution in
working hours to agricultural, fishery and forestry production and conservation,
and to various parts of the food system. There are indications, however, that
poverty and landlessness among rural women will increase significantly by the
year 2000. In order to stem this trend, Governments should implement, as a matter
of priority, equitable and stable il.lVestment and growth policies for rural
development to ensure that there is a reallocation of the country's resources
which, in many cases, are largely clerived from the rural areas but allocated to
urban development.

Paragraph 176

Governments should establish multisectoral programmes to promote the
productive capacity of rural poor women in food and animal production, create
off-farm emplOY1~ent opportunities, reduce their work-load, inter alia, by
supporting the est~blishment of adequate child-eare facilities and that of their
children, reverse their pauperization, improve their access to all sources of
energy, and provide them with adequate water, health, education, effective
extension services and transportation ~ithin their region. In this connection it
should be noted that the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rur.al Development,
held at Rome in 1979, 12/ r~cogni~ed women's vital role in the socio-economic life
in both agriCUltural and nor-agriCultural activities as a prerequisite for
successful rural development policies, planning and programmes, and proposed
specific measures for improvilg their condition, which are still valid. The
Programme of Action for the Second Half of the united Nations Decade for Women also
included specific measures to improve the situation of women in food and
agriculture, which remain a valid guide for action.

Paragraph 177

The General Assembly, in resolution 39/165 on the critical situation of food
production and agriculture in AfriCa, confirmed the growing concern of the
international community at the dramatic deterioration in African food and
agriCUltural production and the reSUlting alarming increase in the number of
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people, especially women and children, exposeQ to hunger, malnutrition and even
starvation. Concrete measures and adequate resources for the benefit of African
women should be a priority. The international community, particularly donor
countries, should be urged to assist African women by continuing and, where
possible, by increasing financial assistance to enhance the role of women as food
producers, with an emphasis on providing training in food technologies, thereby
alleviating the problems of the continent resulting from extended drought and a
severe shortage of food. Donor countries should also contribute to the special
funds that have been launched by various organizations - for example, the United
Nations Development Fund for Women. Emergency assistance should be increased and
accelerated to alleviate the suffering of starving and dying women and children
under famine condition~ in Africa. Furthermore, given the critical food situation
in Africa, aggravated inter alia by demographic pressures, the international
community is urged to give priority to and provide support for the efforts of the
African countries to overcome this serious situation. These efforts include the
Lagos Plan of Action and the Nairobi Programme of Action, as well as the
consultation by African Governn~nts on the role of women in food production and
food security.

Paragraph 178

Gove~nments should give priority to supporting effective participation by
women in food production and in food security programmes and should develop
specific plans of action for this purpose. This would ensure that resources are
directed towards women's programmes, that women are integrated in all mainstream
rural development projects and that projects are located within technical
ministries as well as ministries of social affairs. Governments should promote
integrated solutions, such as national food policies, which are diversified
according to specific natural regions for the improvement of self-reliance in food
production, instead of resorting to palliatives or fragmented rewedies.

Paragraph 179

Mechanisms should also include monitoring and evaluation and, where necessary,
should modify the allocation of resources between ~omen and men in mixed projects,
should restructure rural development schemes to respond to women's needs; should
assess women's projects in terms of technical and economic viabili€y, as well as on
social grounds, and should develop gender-specific statistics and information that
reflect accurately women's contribution to food staples. Women's participation in
programmes and projects to promote food security should be enhanced by providing
them with opportunities to hold official positions, to receive training in
leadership, administration and financial management and to organize on a
co-operative basis. Research and experimentation should be conducted on food
production and storage tec~niques to improve traditional knowledge and introduce
modern technology.

Paragraph 180

Animal husbandry, fishery and forestry programmes should give greater
attention to the effective participation of women as contributors and
beneficiaries. Similarly, all other off-farm rural production programmes, as well
as rural settlement, health, educational and social service programmes, should
secure the participation of women as planners, contributors and beneficiaries.
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Paragraph 181

Also important are the dissemination of information to rural women through
national information campaigns, using all available media and established women's
groups, the exposure of local populations to innovation and creativity through
open-air films, talks, visits to areas where needs are similar, and demonstrations
of scientific and technological innovations; the participation of women farmers in
research and information campaignsJ and the involvement of women in technical
co-operation among developing countries and the exchange of information.

Rural women's access to land, capital, technology~ know-how and other
productive resources should be secured. Women should be given full and effective
rights to land ownership, registration of land titles and allocation of tenancies
on irrigation or settlement schemes and should also benefit from land (eform.
Women's customary land and inheritance rights under conditions of land shortage,
land improvement or shifts into cash-cropping sh~uld be protected. Implementation
of inheritance laws should be modified so that women can inherit a fair share of
livestock, agricultural. machinery and other property. Women's access to investment
finance to increase their productivity and income should be supported by removing
legal and institutional restrictions and by promoting women's savings groups and
co-operatives and intermediary institutions, as well as training in and assistance
with financial management, savings and investments and reallocation of land
resources, with priority placed on production, especially of staple foods.

Paragraph 183

Women should be integrated into modern technology programmes that introduce
new crops and improved varieties, rotation of crops, mixed farming, mixed and
intercropping systems, low-cost soil fertility techniques, soil and water
conservation methods and other modern improvements. In this connection, women's
involvement in the construction, management and maintenance of irrigation schemes
shOUld be promoted.

Paragraph 184

Appropriate food-processing technologies can free women from time- and
energy-consuming tasks and thus effect improvements in their health. Appropriate
technologies can also increase the productivity and income of women, either
directly or by freeing them to engage in other activities. Such technologies
should be designed and introduced, however, in a manner that ensures women's access
to the new technology and to its benefits and does not displace women from means of
livelihood when alternative opportunities are not available. Appropriate
labour-saving technologies should utilize local human and material resources and
inexpensive sources of energy. The design, testing and dissemination of the
technology should be appropriate also to the women who will be the users.
Non-governmental organizations can play a valuable role in this process.
Appropriate and affordable food-processing technologies should be made widely
available to rural women, along with appropriate and affordable storage, marketing
and transportation facilities to reduce post-harvest and income losses.
Information on improved methods which have been ecologically confirmed of reducing
post-harvest food loss and of preserving and conserving food products should be
widely disseminated.
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Paragraph 185

Financial, technical, advisory and institutional support should be provided to
women's organizations and groups to enhance the self-reliance of rural women.
Women's co-operatives should be promoted to operate on a larger scale by improving
farm input provisions, primary processing and the wholesale marketing of women's
production. Comprehensive support should be given to women's organizations to
facilitate the acquisition of farm inputs and information and to facilitate the
marketing of produce.

(c)
participa
participa
literacy
participa

(d)
creating

Paragraph 186

Governments should set targets for increased extension contracts with rural
women, reorient the training of male extension workers and train adequate numbers
of female extension workers. Women should be given access to training programmes
at different levels that develop various types of skills to widen the range of
methods and technologies used for agricultural production.

Paragraph 187

Governments should involve women in the mobilization and distribution of food
aid in countries affected by the drought, as well as In the fight against
desertification, through large-scale afforestation campaigns (planting of woodlots,
collective farms and seedlings).

Paragraph 188

Governments should pay greater attention to the preservation and the
maintenance free from pollution of any kind of sources of water supply for
irrigation and domestic consumption, applying special remedial measures to relieve
the burden placed on women by the task of fetching water. Tb this end, they should
construct wells, bore-holes, dams and locally made water-catchment devices
sufficient for all irrigation and domestic needs, including those of livestock.
Women should be included by Governments and agencies in all policy planning,
implementation and administration of water supply projects and trained to take
responsibility for the management of hydraulic infrastructures and equipment and
for its maintenance.

Industry
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The problems related to the industrial development of the developing countries
reflect the dependent nature of their economies and the need to promote
tran~formation industries based on domestic agricultural production as a
fundamental issue of development. Women are an important part of the agricultural
work-force; therefore, there should be special interest in the promotion of the
technical training of women in this particular field. In this respect, Governments
should take into account the following recommendations:

(b) Steps should be taken to eliminate the particular obstacles to
industrialization and to the participation of women in industry, such as energy,
the limited markets of some developing countries, the rural exodus, poor
infrastructure~ a lack of technical know-how, the dependence of the industries of
some countries and a lack of financial resources;
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(c) steps should also be taken to promote women's equitable and increased
participation in industry by enabling them to have equal acoess to and to
participate in adult education and in-service programmes that teaoh not only
literacy but also saleable inoome-generating skills, and by encouraging women to
participate in collective organizations, including trade unions,

(d) Industrial co-operation among developing countries should be promoted by
creating subregional industries;

(e) International organizations and developed countries should assist
developing countries in their industrialization effort and the integration of women
in that process.

Paragraph 190

Governments should ensure that, at all levels of the planning process, women
participate both directly in decision-making and indirectly through effective
consultation with the potential beneficiaries of programmes and projects. To this
end, resources should be allocated to prepare women, through training, vocational
guidance and career coun~elling and through increased incentives and other 'support
measures, for increased participation in policy-making and deoision-making roles
and to integrate them by means of special measures at all levels.

Paragraph 191

Women should be viewed as users and agents o. change in science and
technology, and their technological and managerial skills should be enhanced in
order to increase national self-reliance in industrial production and to promote
innovations in productive design, product adaptation and production techniques. At
the same time, industrial technologies should be applied appropriately to the needs
and situations of women so as to free them from time- and ene,gy-consuming tasks.

Paragraph III

The introduction of advanced technologies in industry in particular, must
allow women to enter into sectors from which they have been so far excluded.

Governments should direct their efforts to expanding women's employment
opportunities in the metiern, traditional and self-employed sectors of both the
rural and urban economy and to aV0iding the exploitation of female labour. Efforts
to improve the absolute and relative levels of women's earnings and working
conditions should be directed simUltaneously to all three sectors.

ParCl:Maph 194

In accordance with accepted international labour standards, particularly,
though not exclusively, in the field of female employment, appropriate legislation
should be adopted and fully implemented at the national level. Specific
consideration shOUld be given to the removal of discriminatory practices concerning
employment conditions, health and safety, and to guaranteeing provisions for
pregnant women and maternity benefits and child care. Social security benefits,
inclUding unemployment benefits, should be guaranteed to women on an equal footing
with men. Recruitment of female workers in existing or new capital-intensive,
high-productivity secters should be encouraged.
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Governments should rec~lnize the importaQce of improving the conditions and
structure of the informal sector for national industrial development and the role
of women within it. Traditional craft and cottage industries, as well as the small
industrial efforts of women, should be supported with credits, training facilities,
marketing opportunities and technologica+ guidance. To this end, producers'
co-operatives should be supported and women should be encouraged to establish,
manage and own small enterprises.

Paragraph 196

Governments should design and promote as well as encourage the design and
promotion of programmes and should allocate resources to prepare women to take up
traditional and non-traditional industrial activities in organized and small
enterprises, as well as in the informal sector, through inno7ative approaches to
training, and should prepare and disseminate training materials and provide
training to the trainers. They should support self-employment initiatives and
offer guidance and career counselling.

Trade and commercial services

Paragraph 197

Governments should recognize the potential impact of short-term economic
adjustment policies on women in the areas of trade and commerce. Government
policies should promote the full participation and integration of women in these
areas. Alternative sources of finance and new markets should be sought to maintain
and increase women's participation in these activities. Not only should
appropriate measures be taken to ensure that legal and adminLstrative impediments
that prevent women from enjoying effective and equal access to finance and credit
are removed but in addition positive measures such as loan guarantees, technical
advice and marketing development services should be introduced.

Paragraph 198

Governments should also recognize the positive contribution of women traders
to local and national economies and should adopt policies to assist and organize
these women. The infrastructure and management of markets, transportation and
social services should be improved to increase the efficiency, security and income
of women traders and to reduce their work-load and the hazards to their health, as
well as to avoid wastage of marketable produce. Training opportunities in
bookkeeping, finance, packaging, standardization and processing technology should
be provided to women traders. Such training should also aim at opening up
employment opportunities to these women in other marketing and credit '
institutions. Governments should design innovative mechanisms to provide women
traders with access to credit and to encourage the establishment and reinforcement
of women's trade associations.

Paragraph 199

Efforts should be made to encourage enterprises to train women in economic
sectors that traditionally have been closed to them, to promote diversification of
women's employment and to eliminate gender bias from labour markets.
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science and techo~~

Paragraph 20Q.

The full and effective participation of women in the decision-making and
implementation process related to science and technology, including planning and
setting priorities for research and development, and the choice, acquisition,
adaptation, innovation and application of science and technology for development
should be enhanced. Governments should reassess their technological capabilities
and monitor current processes of change so as to anticipate and ameliorate any
adverse impact on women, particularly adverse effects upon the quality of job.

Paragraph 201

The involvement of women in all of the peaceful uses of outer sp~'~ should be
enhanced, and effective measures should be undertaken to integrate women into all
levels of decision-making and the implementation of such activities. ru all
countries special efforts should be made by Governments and non-governmental
organizations to provide women and women's organizations with information on the
peaceful uses of outer space. Special incentives should be provided to enable
women to obtain advanced education and training in areas related to outer space in
order to expand their participation in the application of outer space technology
for peaceful uses, especially in the high-priority developm~nt areas of water,
health, energy, food production and nutrition. Tb achieve these goals, increased
opportunities and encouragement should be given to women to study science,
mathematics and engineering at the university level and to girls to study
mathematics and science at the pre-university level.

Paragraph 202

Women with apppropriate skills should be employed at managerial and
professional levels and not restricted to service-level jobs. Special measures
should be taken to improve working conditions for women in the science and
technology fields, to eliminate discriminatory classification of jobs and to
protect the right of women to promotion. Efforts should be made to ensure that
women obtain their fair share of jobs at all levels in new technology industries.

Paragraph 203

Major efforts should be undertaken and effective incentives created to
increase the access of women to both scientific and technological education and
training. To achieve these goals, efforts should be made by Governments and women
themselves to enhance, where necessary, the change of attitudes towards women's
performance in scientific fields.

Paragraph 204

The potantial and actual impact of science and technology on the developments
that affect women's integration into the various sectors of the economy, as well as
on their health, income and status, should be assessed. Relevant findings should
be integrated in policy formulation to ensure that women benefit fully from
available technologies and that any adverse effects are minimized.
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Paragraph 205

Efforts in the design and delivery of appropriate technology to women should
be intensified, and attention should be given to the aChievement of the best
possible standard in such technologies. In particular, the implications of
advances in medical technology for women should be carefully examined.

Communications

Paragraph 206

In view of the critical role of this sector in eliminating stereotyped images
of women and providing women with easier access to information, the participation
of women at all levels of communications policy and decision-making and in
programme design, implementation and monitoring should be given high priority. The
media's portrayal of stereotyped images of women and also that of the advertising
industry can have a profoundly adverse effect on attitudes towards and among
women. Women should be made an integral part of the decision-making concerning the
choice and development of alternative forms of communication and should have an
equal say in the determination of the content of all public information efforts.
The cultural media, involving ritual, drama, dialogue, oral literature and music,
should be integrated in all development efforts to enhance communication. Women's
own cultural projects 'aimed at changing the traditional images of women and men
should be promoted and women should have equal access to financial support. In the
field of communication, there is ample scope for international co-operation
regarding information related to the sharing of experience by women and to
projecting activities concerning the role of women in development and peace in
order to enhance the awareness of both accomplishments and the tasks that remain to
be fulfilled.

Paragraph 207

The enrolment of women in pUblicly operated mass communication networks and in
education and training should be increased. The employment of women within the
sector should be promoted and directed towards professional, advisory and
decision-making positions.

Paragraph 208

Organizations aimed at promoting the role of women in development as
contributors and beneficiaries should be assisted in their efforts to establish
effective communications and information networks.

Housing, settlement, community development and transport

Paragraph 209

Governments should integrate women in the formulation of policies, programmes
and projects for the provision of basic shelter and infrastructure. To this end,
enrolment of women in architectural, engineering and related fields should be
encouraged, and qualified women graduates in these fields should be assigned to
professional and policy-making and decision-making positions. The shelter and
infrastructural needs of women shOUld be assessed and specifically incorporated in
housing, community development, and slum and squatter projects.
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Paragraph 210

Women and women's groups should be participants in and equal beneficiaries of
housing and infrastructure construction projects. They should be consulted in the
choice of design and technology of construction and should be involved in the
management and maintenance of the facilities. Tb this end, women should be
provided with construction, maintenance and management skills and should be
participants in related training and educational programmes. Special attention
must be given to the provision of adequate water to all communities, in
consultation with women.

Paragraph 211

Housing credit schemes should be reviewed and women's direct access to housing
construction and improvement credits .secured. In this connection, programmes aimed
at increasing the possibilities of sources of income for women should be promoted
and existing lagislation or administrative practices endangering women's owrilership
and tenancy rights should be revoked.

Paragraph 212

Government efforts for the Internati~lna1 Year of Shelter for the Homeless 13/
should incorporate assessments of the shelter needs of women and encourage the
design and implementation of innovative projects that will increase women's access
to services and finance. In these efforts special attention should be paid to
women who are the sole supporters of their families. Low-cost housing and
facilities should be designed for such women.

Paragr aph 213

All measures to increase the efficiency of land, water and air transportation
should be formulated with due regard to women as producers and consumers. All
national and local decisions concerning transportation policies, including
subsidies, pricing, choice of technology for construction and maintenance, and
means of transport, should consider women's needs and should be based on
consideration of the possible impact on the employment, income and health of women.

Paragraph 214

Women's roles as operators and owners of means of transport should be promoted
through greater access to credit for women and other appropriate means and equal
consideration with regard to the allocation of contracts. This is particularly
important for women's groups and collectives, especially in rural areas, that are
usually well ccganized but are cut off from serviceable means of transport and
communic2.tion.

Paragraph 215

Rural transportation planning in developing countries should aim at reducing
the heavy burden on women who carry agriCUltural produce, water and fuelwood as
head-loads. In exploring modes of transportation, efforts should be made to avoid
loss of income and employment for women by introducing costs that may be too high
for them.

-51-

[.



..-------------------------""""'---~---~~-~'~~~
Paragraph 216

In the choice of modes of transportation and the design of transport routes,
the increasing ratio of women whose income is essential for family survival should
be taken into account.

Paragraph 217

In the design and choice of both commercial and appropriate vehicular
technology, the needs of women, especially those with young children, should be
taken into consideration. Institutional support to give women access to
appropriate vehicles should be provided.

Energy

Paragraph 218

Measures developed to rationalize energy consumption and to improve energy
systems, especially of hydrocarbons, and to increase technical training should be
formulated with a vi~w to women as producers, users and managers of energy sources.

Paragraph 219

In conventional and non-conventional national energy programmes, women should
be integrated as contributors and beneficiaries with a view to their needs, as
determined by specific socio-cultural factors at local and national levels and in
both rural and urban contexts. Assessment of new energy sources, energy
technologies and energy-delivery systems should specifically consider the reduction
of the drudgery that constitutes a large part of the work of poor urban and rural
women.

Paragraph 220

The grass-roots participation of women in energy-needs assessment, technology
and energy conservation, management and maintenance efforts should be supported.

Paragraph 221

Priority should be given to SUbstituting energy for muscle in the performance
of the industrial and domestic work of women without loss of their jobs and tasks
to men. In view of the high percentage of domestic use in total energy consumption
in low-income countries, the implications of increasing energy costs, and the
current threats posed by inflation, immediate attention should be directed towards
ection concerning adapted technologies, fuel conservation and improved or new
sources of energy, such as biomass, solar and wind energy, geothermal and 'nuclear
energy, as well as mini-hydroelectric power plants. Improved stoves should be
designed and disseminated to reduce the drudgery involved in the collection of fuel
by women.

Paragraph 222

In order to prevent depletion of the forest areas on which most rural women
rely for much of their energy needs and income, innovative programmes, such as farm
woodlot development, should be initiated with the involvement of both women and
men. In the commercialization of fuelwood energy, measures should be taken to
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avoid the loss of women's income to middlemen and urban industries. Development of
fuelwood plantations, diffusion of fast-growing varieties of trees and technologies
for more efficient production of charcoal should be accelerated with a view to poor
rural and urban women being the major beneficiaries. The use of solar energy and
biogas should be promoted with due regard to affordability, as well as to use and
management by women who are the principal consumers.

Paragraph 223

The involvement of women at all levels of decision-making and implementation
of energy-related decisions including peaceful use of nuclear energy should be
enhanced. Spec;d efforts should be made by Governments and non-governmental
organizations tf provide women and women's organizations with information on all
sources and uses of energy, including nuclear energy. Special incentives should be
provided to enable women to obtain advanced levels of education and training in all
energy-related areas in order to expand their participation in decision-making
relating to the application of nuclear technology for peacefUl uses especially in
high priority development areas of water, health, energy, food production and
nutrition. Tb achieve these goals, increased opportunities and encouragement
should be given to women" to study science, mathematics and engineering at the
university level and for girls to study mathematics and science at the
pre-university level.

Environment

Paragraph 224

Deprivation of traditional means of livelihood is most often a result of
environmental degradation reSUlting from such natural and man-made disasters as
droughts, floods, hurricanes, erosion, desertification, deforestation and
inappropriate land use. Such conditions have already pushed great numbers of poor
women into marginal environments where critically low levels of water supplies,
shortages of fuel, over-utilization of grazing and arable lands and popUlation
density have deprived them of their livelihood. Most seriously affected are women
in drought-afflicted arid and ~emi-arid areas and in urban slums and squatter
settlements. These women need options for alternative means of livelihood. Women
must have the same opportunity as men to participate in the wage-earning labour
force in such programmes as irrigation and tree planting and in other programmes
needed to upgrade urban and rural environments. Urgent steps need to be taken to
strengthen the machinery for international economic co-operation in the exploration
of water resources and the control of desertification and other environmental
disasters.

Paragraph 225

Efforts to improve sanitary conditions, including drinking water supplies, in
fuel all communities should be strengthened, especially in urban slums and squatter

settlements and in rural areas, with due regard to relevant environmental factors.
These efforts should be extended to include improvements of the home and the work
environment and should be effected with the participation of women at all levels in
the planning and implementation process.

1

:arm Paragraph 226

Awareness by individual women and all types of women's organizations of
environmental issues and the capacity of women and men to manage their environment
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and sustain productive resources should be enhanced. All sources of information
dissemination should be mobilized to increase the self-help potential of women in
conserving and improving their environment. National and international emphasis on
ecosystem management and the control of environmental degradation should be
strengthened and women should be recognized as active and equal participants in
this process.

Paragraph 227

The environmental impact of policies, programmes and projects on women's
health and activities, including their sources of employment and inc''''Ue, should be
assessed and the negative effects eliminated.

Social services

Paragraph 228

Governments are urged to give priority to the development of social
infrastructure, such as adequate care and education for the children of working
parents, whether such work is carried out at home, in the fields or in factories,
to reduce the "double burden" of working women in both urban and rural areas.
Likewise they are urged to offer incentives to employers to provide adequate
child-eare services which meet the requirements of parents regarding opening
hours. Employers should allow either parent to work flexible hours in order to
share the responsibilities of child care. SimUltaneously, Governments and
non-governmental organizations should mobilize the mass media and other means of
communication to ensure public consensus on the need for men and society as a whole
to share with women the responsibilities of producing and rearing children, who
represent the human resource capabilities of the future.

Paragraph 229

Governments should further establish ways and means of assisting women
consumers through the provision of information and the creation of legislation that
will increase consumer consciousness and protect consumers from unsafe goods,
dangerous drugs, unhealthy foods and unethical and exploitative marketing
practices.* Non-governmental organizations should work towards establishing strong
and active organizations for consumer protection.

Paragraph 230

Public expenditure directed towards health, education and training and towards
providing health-eare and child-eare services for women shOUld be increased.

Paragraph 231

Governments should undertake effective measures, inclUding mobilizing
community resources, to identify, prevent and eliminate all violence, including
family violence, against women and children and to provide shelter, support and
reorientation services for abused women and children. These measures should
notably be aiffied at making women conscious that maltreatment is not an incurable

* The General Assembly adopted guidelines for consumer protection in
resolution 39/248 of 9 April 1985.
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phenomenon, but a blow to their physical and moral integrity, against which they
have the right (and the duty) to fight, whether they are themselves the victims or
the witnesses. Beyond these urgent protective measures for maltreated women and
children, as well as repressive measures for the authors of this maltreatment, it
would be proper to set in motion long-term supportive machineries of aid and
guidance for maltreated women and children, as well as the people, often men, who
maltreat them.

Ill. PEACE

A. Obstacles

Paragraph 232

The threat to peace resulting from continuing international tension and
violations of the United Nations Charter, resulting in the unabated arms race, in
particular in the nuclear field, as well as wars, armed conflicts, external
domination, foreign occupation, acquisition of land by force, aggression,
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid, gross violation of
human rights, terrorism, repression, the disappearance of persons and
discrimination on the basis of sex are major obstacles to human progress,
specifically to the advancement of women.

Paragraph 233

Such obstacles, scme of which occur with increasing frequency, continually
reinforce and are reinforc(!d by historically established hostile attitudes,
ignorance and bigotry between countries, ethnic groups, races, sexes,
socio-economic groups and by lack of tolerance and respect for different cultures
and traditions. Their negative effects are increased by poverty, tensions in
international economic and political relations which are often aggravated, as well
as by the arms race, bOth nuclear and conventional. The arms race in particular
diverts resources which could be used for developmental and humanitarian purposes,
hinders national and international development efforts and further handicaps the
wp.ll-being of the poorest nations and the most disadvantaged segments of the
popUlation.

Despite the achievements of the Decade, women's involvement in governmental
and non-governmental activities, decision-making processes related to peace,
mobilization efforts for peace, education for peace and peace research remains
limited. Their participation in the struggle to eradicate colonialism,
neo-colonialism, imperialism, totalitarianism including fascism and similar
ideologies, alien occupation, foreign domination, aggression, racism, racial
discrimination, apartheid and other violations of human rights has often gone
unnoticed.

Paragraph 235

Universal and durable peace cannot be attained without the full and equal
participation of women in international relations, particUlarly in decision-making
concerning peace, including the processes envisaged for the peaceful settlement of
disputes under the Charter of the United Nations nor without overcc,ming the
obstacles mentioned in paragraph 232.
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Paragraph 240

B. Basic strategies

The main principles and directions for women's activities aimed at
strengthening peace and formulated in the Declaration on the Participation of Women
in p~omoting International Peace and Co-operation 11 should be put into practice.
The Declaration calls for Governments, the United Nations system, uon-gQvernmental
organizations, relevant institutions and individuals to strengthen women's
participation in this sphere and it provides the overall framework for such
ac tivi ties.
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Paragraph 238

Paragraph 239

It is equally important to increase women's understanding and awareness of
constructive negotiations aimed at reaching positive results for inernational peace
and security. Governments should take measures to encOl,cage the full and effective
participation of women in negotiations on international peace and security. The
rejection of the use of force or of the threat of the use of force and foreign
interference and intervention should become widespread.

Paragraph 236

Full equality between women and men is severely hampered by the threats to
international peace and security, lack of satisfying progress in the field of r
disarmament, including the spread of the arms race to outer space, violation of the
principle of the right of peoples under alien and colonial domination and foreign
occupation to self-determination and independence and respect for the national
sovereignty and territorial integrity of States as well as justice, equality and
mutual benefit in international relations.

It is evident that women all over the world have manifested their love for
peace and their wish to play a greater role in international co-operation, amity
and peace among different nations. All obstacles at national and international
levels in the way of women's participation in promoting international peace and
co-operation should be remo'l7ed as soon as possible.

Paragraph 237

Women and men have an equal right and the same vital interest in contributing
to international peace and co-operation. Women should participate fully in all
efforts to strengthen and maintain international peace and security and to promote
international co-operation, diplomacy, the process of detente, disarmament in the
nuclear field in particular, and respect the for the principle of the Charter of he
the United Nations, including respect for the sovereign rights of States,
guarantees of fundamental freedoms and human rights, such as recognition of the
dignity of the individual and self-determination, and freedom of thought,
conscience, expression, association, assembly, communication and movement without
distinction as to race, sex, political and religious beliefs, language or ethnic
origin. The commitment to remove the obstacles to women's participation in the
promotion of peace should be strengthened.
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In view of the fact that women are still very inadequately represented in
national and international political processes dealing with peace and conflict
settlement, it is essential that WOmen support and encourage each other in their
initiatives and action relating either to universal issues, such as disarmament and
the development of confidence-building measures between nations and people, or to
specific conflict situations between or within States.

Paragraph 242

There exist situations in several regions of the world where the violation of
principles of non-use of force, non-intervention, non-interference, non-aggression
and the right to self-determination endangers international peace and security and
creates massive humanitarian problems which constitute an impediment to the
advancement of women and hence to the 'full implementation of the Forward-looking
Strategies. In regard to these situations strict adherence to and respect for the
cardinal principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and
implementation of relevant resolutions consistent with the pri~ciples of the
Charter are an imperative requirement with a view to seeking solutions to such
problems, thereby ensuring a secure and better future for the people affected, most
of whom are invariably women and children•

Paragraph 243

Since women are one of the most vulnerable groups in the regions affected by
armed conflicts, special attention has to be d~awn to the need to eliminate
obstacles to the fulfilment of the objectives of equality, development and peace
and the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

Paragraph 244

One of the important obstacles to achieving international peace is the
persistent violation of the principles and objectives of the Charter of the United
Nations and the lack of political will of Governments of some countries to promote
constructive negotiations aimed at decreasing international tension on the issues
that seriously threaten the maintenance of international peace and security. For
this reason, the strategies in this field should include the mobilization of women
in favour of all acts and actions that tend to promote peace, in particular, the
elimination of wars and danger of nuclear war.

Paragraph 245

Immediate and special priority should be given to the promotion and the
effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms for al~ without
distinction as to sex, the full application of the rights of peoples to
self-determination and the elimination of colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid,
of all forms of racism and racial discrimination, oppression and aggression,
foreign occupation, as well as domestic violence and violence against women.

Paragraph 246

In South-West Asia women and children have endured serious suffering owing to
the violation of the Charter of the United Nations, leading, among other things, to
the vast problem of refugees in neighbouring countries.
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Paragraph 247

The situation of violence and destabilization that exists in Central America
constitutes the most serious obstacle to the achievement of peace in the region and
thus hinders the fulfilment of the Forward-looking Strategies vital to the
advancement of women. In this regard and to promote conditions favourable to the
objeccives of the Strategies, it is important to reiterate the pri~ciples of
non-intervention and self-determination, as well as the non-use of force or
rejection of the threat of use of force in the solution of conflicts in the
region. Therefore, the validity of the united Nations resolutions that establish
the right of all sovereign States in the area to live in peace, free from all
interference in their internal affairs, should be reaffirmed. It is necessary to
support the negotiated political solutions and the peace proposals that the central
American States adopt under the auspices of the Contadora Group, as the most viable
alternative for the solution of the crisis in Central America for the benefit of
their people. In this sense it is important that the five Central American
Governments speed up their consultations with the Contadora Group with the aim of
bringing to a conclusion the negotiation process with the early signing of the
Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America (see A/39/562-S/l6775,
annex) •

Paragraph 248

Women have played and continue to play an important role in the
self-determination of peoples, including through national liberation, in accordance
with the United Nations Charter. Their efforts should be r~cognized and commended
and used as one basis for their full participation in the construction of their
countries, and in the creation of humane and just social and political systems.
Women's contribution in this area should be ensured by their equal access to
political power and their full participation in the decision-making process.

Paragraph 249

Strategies at the national, regional and the global levels should be based on
a clear recognition that peace and security, self-determination and national
independence are fundamental for the attainment of the three objectives of the
Decade: equality, development and peace.

Paragraph 250

Safeguarding world peace and averting a nuclear catastrophe is one of the most
important tasks today in which women have an essential role to play, especially by
supporting actively the halting of the arms race followed by arms reduction and the
attainment of a general and complete disarmament under effective international
control, and thus contributing to the improvement of their economic position.
Irrespective of their socio-economic system, the States should strive to avoid
confrontation and to build friendly relations instead, which l;hould be also
supported by women.

Paragraph 251

Peace requires the participation of all members of society, wcmen and men
alike, in rejecting any type of intervention in the domestic affairs of States,
whether it is openly or covertly carried out by other States or by transnational
corporations. Peace also requires that women and men alike should promote respect
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for the sovereign right of a State to establish its O~l economic, social and
political system without under20in9 political and economic pressures or coercion of
any type.

Parag~aph 252

There exists a relationship between the world economic situation, development
and the stengtaening of international peace and security, disarmament and the
relaxation of international tension. All efforts should be made to reduce global
expenditures on armaments and to reach an agreement on the internationally agreed
disarmament goals in order to prevent the waste of immense material and human
resources, some part of which might otherwise be used for development, especially
of the developing countries, as well as for the improvement of standards of living
and well-being of people in each country. In this context, partiCUlar attention
should be given to the advancement of women, including to the participation of
women in the promotion of international peace and co-operation and the protection
of mothers and children who represent a disproportionate share of the most
vulnerable group, the ~orest of the poor.

Paragraph 253

Women's equal role in decision-making with respect to peace and related issues
should be seen as one of their basic human rights and as such should be enhanced
and encouraged at the national, regional and international levels. In accordance
with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, all existing impediments to the achievement by women of equality with men
should be removed. TO this end, efforts shOUld be intensified at all levels to
overcome prejudices, stereotyped thinking, deni~l to women of career prospects and
appropriate educational possibilities, and resistano~ by decision-makers to the
changes that are necessary to enable equal participation of women with men in the
international and diplomatic service.

Paragraph 254

Mankind is confronted with a choice: to halt the arms race and proceed to
disarmament or face annihilation. The growing opposition of women to the danger of
war, especially a nuclear war, which will lead to a nuclear holocaust, and their
support for disarmament must be respected. States should be encouraged to ensure
unhindered flow and access to information, inclUding to women, with regard to
various aspects of disarmament to avoid dissemination of false and tendentious
information concerning armaments and to concentrate on the danger of the escalation
of the arms race and on the need for general and complete disarmament under
effective international control. The resources released as a result of disarmament
measures should be used to help promote the well-being of all peoples and improve
the economic and social conditions of the developing countries. Under such
conditions, States should pay increased attention to the urgent need to improve the
situation of women.

Paragraph 255

Peace education should be established for all members of society, particularly
children and young people. Values, such as tolerance, racial and sexual equality,
respect for and understanding of others, and good-neighbourliness should be
developed, promoted and strengthened.
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ParagraRh 256

Women of the world, together with men, should, as informal educators and
socialization agents, play a special role in the process of bringing up younger
generations in an atmosphere of compassion, tolerance, mutual concern and trust,
~-Jith an awareness that all people belong to the same world community. Such
education should be part of all formal and informal educational processes as well
as of communications! information and mass-media systems.

Paragraph 251

Further action should be taken at family and neighbour~,ood levels, as well as
at national and international levels, to achieve a peaceful social environment
compatible with human dignity. The questions of women and peace and the meaning of
peace for women cannot be separated from the broader question of relationships
between women and men in all spheres of life and in the family. Discriminatory
practices and negative attitudes towards women should be eliminated and traditional
gender norms changed to enhance women's participation in peace.

Paragraph 258

Violence against women exists in various forms in everyday life in all
societies. Women are beaten, mutilated, burned, sexually abused and raped. Such
violence is a major obstacle to the aChievement of peace and the other objectives
of the Decade and should be given special attention. Women victims of violence
should be given particular attention and comprehensive assistance. To this end,
legal measures should be formulated to prevent violence and to assist women
victims. National machinery should be established in order to deal with the
question of violence agains~ women within the family and society. Preventive
policies should be elaborated, and institutionalized forms of assistance to wamen
victims provided.

C. Women and children under apartheid

Paragraph 259*

Women and children under apartheid and other racist minority regimes suffer
from direct inhumane practices such as massacres and detention, mass population
removal, separation from families and immobilization in reservations. They are
subjected to the detrimental implications of the labour migrant system pass laws
and of relegation to the homelands where they suffer disproportionately from
poverty, poor health and illiteracy. The Programme of Action of the World
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (1918) !!I provides an
overall framework for action. Its objective is to eradicate apartheid and to
enable black African people in South Africa to enjoy their full sovereign rights in
their country. Governments that have not already done so are urged to sign and
ratify the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime
of Apartheid of 30 November 1913. 15/

* The united States voted against paragraph 259 because of its opposition
to the references in the eighth and ninth subparagraphs to the imposition of
sanctions and aid to liberation movements.
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Full international assistance should be given to the most oppressed group
under apartheid - women and children. The united Nations system, Governments and
non-governmental organizations should identify the basic needs of women aad
children under apartheid and other racist minority regimes, inclUding women in
refugee camps in southern Africa, and provide them with adequate legal,
humanitarian, medical and material assistance as well as education, training and
employment.

Assistance should be given to women's sections in national liberation
movements in order to strengthen their work for women's equal opportunities,
education and training so as to prepare them to play an important political role in
the present struggle and in nation-building after liberation.

The Forward-looking Strategies should take into account the destabilizing
effects of aparthe~ on the economic infrastructure of neighbouring independent
African States~ which impede the development of the subregion.

Institutionalized apartheid in South Africa and Namibia as realized in the
day-to-day political, legal, social and cultural life ramains an enormous obstacle
and hindrance to advancement, equality and peace in the African region.

The Forward-looking Strategies should aim at the speedy and effective
implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) concerning the
independence of Namibia. The total and unconditional liberation of Namibia should
be a major objective of the Forward-looking Strategies, which should also aim at
the improvement of the condition of women and children.

The united Nations and the international community must strengthen their
resolve to see the abhorrent apartheid system eradicated and Namibia freed from the
forces of occupation. Owing to South Africa's position in the international
political and economic structure, the international community has the greatest
responsibility to ensure that peace and human dignity are restored to southern
Africa.

In addition to measures already taken, further effective measures, inclUding
sanctions, should be taken to terminate all collaboration with the racist regime of
South Africa in the political, military, diplomatic and economic fields with a view
to eliminating untold misery and loss of life of the oppressed people, the majority
of whom are black women and children.

The international community must insist upon the effective implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) concerning the independence of Namibia and
all the United Nations resolutions calling for sanctions against South Africa, its
isolation and abandonment of its racist policies. All efforts should be made for
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of South African forces from Angola.

The international community must condemn the direct aggression committed by
the armed forces of the racist regime of South Africa against the front-line
countries as well as the recruitment, training and financing of mercenaries and of
armed bandits who massacre women and children and who are used to overthrow the
legitimate Governments of these countries by reason of their support for the people
of South Africa and Namibia.

The international community should provide greater moral and material
assistance to all the bodies 'struggling to remove apartheid, especially the
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national liberation movements - the African National Congress of South Africa, the
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania and the South West Africa People's Organization ­
the African front-line States, the Organization of African Unity, the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries and non-governmental organizations.

women, together with their Governments, should strengthen their commitment to
the eradication of apartheid and sopport to their struggling sisters in all
possible ways. Tb this end, women and women's organizations should ke~p themselves
constantly informed about the situation of women and children under apartheid,
disseminate information widely and build up awareness in their countries about the
situation by organizing national solidarity and support committees where these do
not yet exist as a means to educate the public about the evils of apartheid and its
brutal oppression of women and children in South Africa and Namibia.

D. Palestinian women and children

Paragraph 260*

For more than three decades, Palestinian women have faced difficult living
conditions in camps and outside, struggling for the survival of their families and
the survival of the Palestinian people who were deprived of their ancestral lands
and denied the inalienable rights to return to their homes and their property,
their right to self-determination, national independence and sovereignty (see
A/ODNF.l16/6). Palestinian women are vulnerable to imprisonment, torture,
reprisals and other oppressive practices by Israel in the occupied Arab
territories. The confiscation of land and the creation of further settlements has
affected the lives of Palestinian women and children. Such Israeli measures and
pr.actices are a violation of the Geneva Convention.!2/ The Palestinian woman as
part of her nation suffers from discrimination in employment, health care and
education.

The situation of violence and destabilization which exists in southern Lebanon
and the Galan Heights put Arab women and children who are living u~der Israeli
occupation in sever~ situations. Lebanese women are also suffering from
discrimination and detention. Therefore, all relevant United Nations ~esolutions,

in particular Security Council resolutions 497 (1981), 508 (1982) and 509 (1982),
should be implemented.

The implementation of the Programme of Action for the Achievement of
Palestinian Rights 11/ should be kept under review and co-ordinated between the
United Nations units and agencies concerned, with emphasis on the role of
Palestinian women in preserving their national identity, traditions and heritage
and in the struggle for sovereignty. Palestinian people must recover their rights
to self-determination and the right to establish an independent State in accordance
with all relevant United Nations resolutions. The special and immediate needs of
Palestinian women and children should be identified and appropriate provision
made. United Nations projects should be initiated to help Palestinian women in the

* The United states voted against this paragraph because of its strong
objection to the introduction of tendentious and unnecessary elements into the
Forward-looking Strategies document which have only a nominal connection with the
unique concerns of women.
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fields of health, education, and voc~tional training. Their living conditions
inside and outside the occupied territories should be studied by the appropriate
United Nations units and agencies assisted, as appropriate, by specialized research
institutes from various regions. The results of these studies should be given
broad pUblicity to promote actions at all levels. The international community
should exert all efforts to stop the establishment of new Israeli settlements in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Palestinian women should be allowed to enjoy
security in a liberated homeland also in accordance with United Nations resolutions.

E. Women in areas affected by armed conflicts, foreign
intervention and threats to peace

Paragraph 261

Armed conflicts and emergency situations impose a serious threat to the lives
of women and children, causing constant fear, danger of displacement, destruction,
devastation, physical abuse, social and family disruption, and abandonment.
Sometimes these result in complete denial of access to adequate health and
educational services, loss of job opportunities and overall worsening of material
conditiotls.

Paragraph 262

International instruments, ongoing negotiations and international discussions
~imed at the limitation of armed conflicts, such as the ~urth Geneva COnvention of
1949 and the First Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, adopted
in 1977, provide a general framework for the protection of civilians in times of
hostilities and the basis of provisions of humanitarian assistance and protection
to women and children. Measures proposed in the 1974 Declaration on the Protection
of WOmen and Children in Emergency and Armed COnflict (General Assembly resolution
3318 (XXIX) should be taken into account by Governments.

F. Measures for the implementation of the basic strategies
at the national level

1. Women's participation in efforts for peace

Paragraph 263

Governments should follow the overall framework of action for disarmament as
provided by the Final Document of the tenth special session of the General
Assembly, which was devoted to disarmament (resolution S-10/2). Women's
participation in the World Disarmament Campaign and their contribution to education
for disarmament should be supported.

Paragraph 264

PUblicity should be given by Governments and non-governmental organizations to
the main treaties concluded in the field of arms control and disarmament, and to
other relevant documents. More should be done to mobilize women to overcome social
apathy and helplessness in relation to disarmament and to generate wide support for
the implementation of these agreements. PUblicity should also be given to the
declaration by the General Assembly of 1986 as the International Year of Peace, 18/
and the participation of women in the programme for the Year should be encouraged.
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Paragraph 265

Non-governmental organizations should be encouraged to play an active role in
promoting the restoration of peace in aress of conflict, in accordance with united
Nations resolutions.

Paragraph 266

Women should be able to participate actively in the decision-making process
related to the promotion of international peace and co-operation. Governments
should take the necessary measures to facilitate this participation by
institutional, educational and organizational means. Emphasis should be given to
the grass-roots participation and co-operation of wome~'s organizations with other
non-governmental organizations in this process.

Paragraph 267

Governm~nts which have not done so should undertake all appropriate measures
to eliminate existing discriminatory practices towards women and to provide them
with equal oppo!tunities to join, at all levels, the civil service, to enter the
diplomatic service and to represent their countries as members of delegations to
national, regio~al and international meetings, including conferences on peace,
conflict resolution, disarmament, and meetings of the Security Council and other
United Nations bodies.

Paragraph 268

Women should be encouraged and given financial support to take university
courses in government, international relations and diplomacy in order to obtain the
necessary professional qualifications for careers in fields relating to peace and
international security.

Paragraph 269

Governments should encourage women's participation in the promotion of peace
at decision-making levels by providing information on opportunities fOJ such
participation in public service and by promoting equitable representation of women
in governmental and non-governmental bodies and activities.

Paragraph 270

Non-governmental organizations should provide opportunities for women to learn
how to develop self-reliance and leadership capabilities in order to promote peace,
disarmament, human rights and international co-operation more effectively. They
should emphasize the participation of women from trade unions and organizations in
rural areas that have not as yet received sufficient attention and should make
periodic assessments of strategies for women's participation in the promotion of
peace at all levels, including the highest decision-making levels.

Paragraph 271

National machinery should be established to deal with the question of domestic
violence. Preventive policies should be elaborated and institutionalized economic
and other forms of assistance and protection for women and child victims ahould be
provided~ Legislative measures should be strengthened and legal aid provided.
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2. Education for peace

Paragraph 272

Governments, non-governmental organizations, women's groups and the mass media
should encourage women to engage in efforts to promote education for peace in the
family, neighbourhood and community. Special attention should be given to the
contribution of. women's grass-roots organizations. The mUltiple skills and talents
of women artists, journalists, writenl, educators and civic leaders can contribute
to promoting ideas of peace if encouraged, facilitated and supported.

Paragraph 273

Special attention should be given to the education of children for life in
peace within an atmosphere of und~rstanding, dialogue and respect for others. In
this respect, suitable concrete action should be taken to discourage the provision
of children and young persons with games and publications and other media promoting
the notion of favouring war, aggression, cruelty, excessive desire for power and
other forms of violence~ within the broad processes of the reparation of society
for life in peace. .

Paragraph 274

Governments, educational institutions, professional associations and
non-governmental organizations should co-operate to develop a high-quality content
for and to achieve widespread dissemination of books and programmes on education
for peace. Women should take an active part in the preparation of those materials,
which should include case studies of peaceful settlements of disputes, non-violent
movements and passive resistance and the recognition of peace-seeking individuals.

Paragraph 275

Governments should create the conditions that would enable women to increase
their knOWledge of the main problems in contemporary international relations.
Information should be widely and freely disseminated among women, thereby
contributing to their full understanding of those problems. All existing obstacles
and discriminatory practices regarding women's civil and political education should
be removed. Opportunities should be provided for women to organize and choose
studies, training programmes and seminars related to peace, disarmament, education
for peace and the peaceful settlement of disputes.

Paragraph 276

The participation of ~omen in peace research, including research on women and
peace, should be encouraged. Existing barriers to women researchers should be
removed and appropriate resources provided for peace researchers. Co-operation
amongst peace researchers, government officials, non-governmental organizations and
activists should be encouraged and fostered.
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IV. AREAS OF SPECIAL OONCERN

Paragraph 277

There is an increasing number of categories of women who, because of their
special charecteristics, are experiencing not only the common problems indicated
under the separate themes but also specific difficulties due to their
socio-economic and health condition, age, minority status or a combination of these
factors. Moreover, in many countries increasing demographic pressure,
deteriorating rural conditions, curtailment of subsistence agriculture and
difficult political conditions have been exacerbated by the current economic
recession, leading to the dislocation of large sections of populations. In this
process women experience particular difficulties and are often the more vUlnerable
because of their traditional lack of access to development opportunities.

Paragraph 278

The special groups of women identified below are extremely diverse, and their
problems vary tremendously from one country to another. Nb single strategy or set
of measures can apply adequately to all cases, and the present document is
therefore limited to highlighting their special circumstances and the need for each
country, as well as the international community, to give these issues the necessary
attention. The basic strategy must remain one of fundamentally changing the
economic conditions that produce such deprivation and of upgrading women's low
status in society, which accounts for their extreme vUlnerability to such
conditions, especially to poverty. This is aggravated by the increase in
drug-dependence, which adversely affects all sectors of society, including women.
Building an organizational base for such change is a crucial strategy that can
provide a rallying point for solidarity among women. Measures needed to provide
immediate emergency assistance should be supplemented by longer-term efforts to
enable women to break out of these situations. In many cases, permanent solutions
to these issues can only be found through the broader efforts directed towards the
reallocation of resources and decision-making power and towards the elimination of
inequality and injustice.

Paragraph 279

There is a need to recognize the survival mechanisms already developed by
these women as basic strategies in their own right and to build on them. A first
priority would be to strengthen their organization capabilities by providing
physical, financial and human resources, as well as education and training. Also
of extreme importance is the need to revitalize these women's aspirations in order
to eliminate the chronic despair that characterizes their daily lives.

Paragraph 280

The economic, social, cultural and political conditions of those groups of
women should be improved basically by the implementation of the measures proposed
for the attainment of equality, development and peace for women in general.
Additional efforts should be directed towards ensuring the gainful and productive
inclusion of these women in mainstream dev~lcpment and in political activities.
Priority emph':.ds should be placed upon income-generating opportunities and for the
independent and sustained improvement of their condition and by the full
integration and active participation of women as agents and beneficiaries of
development.

-66-

J



Paragraph 281

ir
ted

these

lis
~ab1e

:heir
set

each
!ssary

de
,0

ions
the

n of

rst

1so
rder

E
3ed

lve

: the

Policies, programmes and projects aimed at or incorporating especially
vulnerable and underprivileged groups of women should recognize the particular
difficulties of removing the multiple obstacles facing such groups and should place
equal emphasis on addressing the social, economic and human dimensions of their
VUlnerability and their underprivileged positions. Measures needed to provide them
with immediate assistance should be supplemented by comprehensive long-term plans
to achieve lasting solutions to their problems. These will usually necessitate
global efforts in resolving the special problems of vulnerable groups, of which
women are a significant part.

Paragraph 282

Basic to all efforts to improve the condition of these women should be the
identification of their needs and 'hence the gathering of gender-specific data and
economic indicators sensitive to conditions of extreme poverty and oppression.
Such data should contain spatial, socio-economic and longitudinal characteristics
and should be designed specifically for use in policy, programme and project
formulation and impiementation. Monitoring efforts at national, subregional,
regional and international levels should be intensified.

A. Women in areas affected by drought

Paragraph 283

During the Decade, the phenomenon of drought and desertification grew and
developed incessantly, no longer affecting merely some localities in a single
country but several entire countries. The scale and persistence of drought
constitutes a grave threat, particularly for the countries of the Sahel, in which
famine and a far-reaching deterioration of the environment set in aS,a result of
the desertification process. Hence, despite the considerable efforts of the
international community, the living condit;.ons of the peoples, particularly those
of women and children, which were already precarious, have become particularly
miserable.

In view of that situation steps should be taken to promote concerted
programmes between the countries concerned for combating drought and
desertification. Efforts should be intensified for the formulation and
implementation of programmes aimed at food security and self-sufficiency, in
particular by the optimum control and exploitation of hydro-geological resources.

A distinction should be made between emergency aid and productive activities.
Emergency aid should be intensified when necessary and as far as ever possible
directed towards deve~opment aid.

Measures should be adopted to take into account women's contribution to
production, involve them more closely in the design, implementation and evaluation
of the Programmes envisaged and ensure ample access for them to the means of
production and processing and preservation techniques.
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B. Urban poor women

Paragraph 284
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Paragraph 285

C. Elderly women

Paraaraph 286

To deal effectively with the issue, Governments should organize multi-sectoral
programmes with emphasis on economic activities, elimination of discrimination and
the provision of supportive services and, inter alia, adequate child-care
facilities and, where necessary, workplace canteens to enable women to gain access
to economic, social and educational opportunities on an equal basis with men.
Particular attention should be devoted to the informal sector, ~hich constitutes a
major outlet for employment of a considerable number of urban poor women.

The International Plan of Action on Aging adopted by the World Assembly on
Aging in 1982 19/ emphasized both the humanitarian and developmental aspects of
aging. The recommendations of the Plan of Action are applicable to women and men
with a view to providing them with protection and care, and ensuring their
involvement and participation in social life and development. However, the Plan of
Action recognizes a number of specific areas of concern for elderly women since
their longer life expectancy frequently means an old age aggravated by economic
need and isolation for both unmarried women and widows, possibly with little or no
prospect of paid employment. This applies particularly to those wom~n whose
lifetimes were spent in unpaid and unrecognized work in the home with little or no
access to a pension. If women have an income, it is generally lower than men's,
partly because their former employment status has in the majority of cases been
broken by maternity and family responsibilities. For this reason, the Plan of
Action also noted the need for long-term policies directed towards providing social
insurance for women in their own right. Governments and non-governmental
organizations should, in addition to the measures recommended, explore the
possibilities of employing elderly women in productive and creative ways and
encouraging their participation in social and recreational activities.

Urbanization has been one of the major socio-economic trenqs over the past few
decades and is expected to continue at an accelerating rate. Although the
situation varies considerably from one region to another, it can generally be
expected that by the year 2000 close to half the number of women in the world will
be living in urban areas. In developing countries, the number of urban women could
nearly double by the year 2000, and it is envisaged that there coul~ be a
considerable increase in the number of poor women among them.

Women should be prepared early in life, both psychologically and socially, to
face the consequences of longer life expectancy. Although, while getting older,
professional and family roles of women are undergoing fundamental changes, aging,

It is also recommended that the care of elderly persons, including women,
should go beyond disease orientation and should include their total well-being.
Further efforts, in particular primary health care, health services and suitable
accommodation and housing as strategies should be directed at enabling elderly
women to lead a meaningful life as long as possible, in their own home and family
and in the community.
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as a stage of development, is a challenge for women. In this period of life, women
should be enabled to cope in a creative way with new opportunities. The social
consequences arising from the stereotyping of elderly women should be recognized
and eliminated. The media should assist by presenting positive images of women,
particularly emphasizing the need for respect because of their past and continuing
contributions to society.

Attention should be given to studying and treating the health problems of
aging, particularly in women. Research should also be directed towards the
investigation and slowing down of the process of premature aging due to a lifetime
of stress, excessive work-load, malnutrition and repeated pregnancy.

D. Youna women.

Paragraph 287

Initiatives begun for the 1985 International Youth Year should be extended and
expanded so that yo~ng women are protected from abuse and exploitation and assisted
to develop their full potential. Girls and boys must be provided with equal access
to health, education and employment to equip them for adult life. Both girls and
boys should be educated to accept equal responsibilities for parenthood.

Urgent attention should be paid to the educational and vocational training of
young women in all fields of occupation, giving particular emphasis to those who
are socially and economically disadvantaged. Self-employed young women and girls
should be assisted to organize co-operatives and ongoing training programmes to
improve their skills in production, marketing and management techniques. Special
retraining programmes should also be developed for teenage mothers and girls who
have dropped out of school and are ill equipped to enter productive employment.

Steps should be taken to eliminate exploitative treatment of young women at
work in line with ILO Convention No. 111 concerning discrimination in respect of
employment and occupation~ 1958 and ILO Convention No. 122 concerning employment
policy, 1964. Legislative measures guaranteeing young women their rights should be
enforced.

Governments should recognize and enforce the rights of young women to be free
from sexual violence, sexual harassment and sexual exploit,ation. In particular,
Governments should recognize that many young women are victims of ir.cest and sexual
abuse in the family, and should take steps to assist the victims and to prevent
such abuse by education, by improving the status of women and by appropriate action
against offenders. Young women should be educated to assert their rigbts.
Particular attention should also be given to sexual, harassment and exploitation in
employment, especially those areas of employment such as domestic service, where
sexual harassment and exploitation are most prevalent.

Governments must also recognize their obligation to provide housing for young
women who because of unemployment and low incomes suffer special problems in
obtaining housing. Homeless young women are particularly vulnerable to sexual
exploitation.

In the year 2000 women aged 15-24 will constitute over 8 per cent of both
rural and urban populations in developing countries. The great majority of these
women will be out of school and in search of jobs. For those employed, frequent
exploitation, long working hours and stress have serious implications for their
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health. Low nutritional levels and unplanned and repeated pregnancieg are also
aggravating factors.

E. Abused women

Paragraph 288

Gender-specific violence is increasing and Governments must affirm the dignity
of women, as a priority action.

GOvernments should therefore intensify efforts to establish or strengthen
forms of assistance to victims of such violence through the provision of shelter,
support, legal and other services.

In addition to immediate assistance to victims of violence against women in
the family and in society, Governments should undertake to increase public
awaren9SS of violence against women as a societal problem, establish policies and
legislative measures to ascertain its causes and prevent a~d eliminate such
violence, in particular by suppressing degrading i~ages and representations of
women in society, and finally encourage the development of educational and
re-educational measures for offenders.

F. Destitute women

Paragraph 289

Destitution is an extreme form of ~verty. It is estimated that its effects
on large segments of the population in developing and developed countries are on
the increase. Forward-looking Strategies to pro~~te toe obj~tives of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace at the national and
international levels are the basis for dealing wit~ lhis problem. In addition
strategies already specified for the implementation of the International
De~elopment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade and the new
international economic order are suggested in these recommendations. Governments
should therefore ensure that the special needs and concerns of destitute women are
given priority in th~ above-mentioned strategies. Moreover, efforts being
undertaken for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (1987) should
focus attention on the particular situation of women commensurate with their
relative needs.

G. Women victims of trafficking and ~tnvoluntary prostitution

Forced prostitution is a form of slavery imposed on women by procurers. It
is, inter alia, a result of economic degradation that alienates women's labour
through processes of rapid urbanization and migration resulting in underemployment
and unemployment. It also stems from women's dependence on men. Social and
political pressures produce refugees and missing persons. Often these include
vulnerable groups of women who are victimized by procurers. Sex tourism, forced
prostitution and pornography reduce women to mere sex objects and marketable
commodi ties.
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Paragraph 291

States Parties to the united Nations Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others should
implement the provisions dealing with the exploitation of women as prostitutes.
urgent consideration should also be given to the improvement of international
measures to combat trafficking in women for the purposes of prostitution.
Resources for the prevention of prostitution and assistance in the professional,
personal and social reintegration of prostitutes should be directed towards
providing economic opportunities, including training, emploYment, self-employment
and health facilities for women and children. Governments should also endeavaur to
co-operate with non-governmental organizations to create wider emploYment
possibilities for women. Strict enforcement provisions must also be taken at all
levels to stem the rising tide of violence, drug abuse and crime related to
prostitution. The complex and serious problems of the exploitation of and violence
against women associated with prostitution call for increased and co-ordinated
efforts by police agencies internationally •

H. Women deprived of their traditional means of livelihood

Paragraph 292

The excessive and inappropriate exploitation of land by any party for any
purpose, inter alia, by transnational corporations, as well as natural and man-made
disasters are among the predominant causes of deprivation of traditional means of
livelihood. Droughts, floods, hurricanes and other forms of environmental hazards,
such as erosion, desertification and deforestation, have already pushed poor women
into marginal environments. At present the pressures are greatest in
drought-afflicted arid and semi-arid areas. Urban slums and squatter settlements
are also seriously affected. Critically low levels of water supplies, shortage of
fuel, over-U: llization of grazing and arable lands, and population density are all
factors that deprive women of their livelihood.

Paragraph 293

National and internation~l emphasis on ecosystem management should be
strengthened, environmental degradation should be controlled and options provided
for alternative means of livelihood. Measures should be established to draw up
national conservation strategies aimed at incorporating women's development
programmes, among which are irrigation and tree planting and also orientation in
the area of agriculture, with women constituting a substantial part of the
wage-earning labour force for those programmes.

I. Women who are the sole supporters of families

Paragraph 294

. Recent studies have shown that the number of families in which women are the
sole supporters is on the increase. Owing to the particUlar difficulties (social,
economic and legal) which they face, many such women are among the poorest people
cc~centrated in urban informal labour markets and they constitute large numbers of
the rural unemployed and marginally employed. Those with very little economic,
social and moral support face serious difficUlties in supporting themselves as well
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as in bringing up their children alone. This has serious repercussions for society
in terms of the quality, character, productivity and human resource capabilities of
its present and future citizenry.

Paragraph 295

The assumptions that underlie a large part of the relevant legislation,
regulations and household surveys that confine the role of supporter and head of
household to men hinder women's access to credit, loans and material and
non-material resources. Changes are needed in these areas to secure for women
equal access to resources. There is a need to eliminate terms such as "head of
household" and introduce others that are comprehensive enough to reflect women's
role appropriately in legal documents and household surveys to guarantee the rights
of these women. In the provision of social services, special attention has to be
given to the needs of these women. Governments are urged to ensure that women with
sole responsibility for their families receive a level of income and social support
sufficient to enable them to attain or maintain economic independence and to
participate effectively in society. Tb this end, the assumptions that underlie
policies, inclUding research used in policy development, and'legislation that
confines the role of supporter or head of household to men should be identified and
eliminated. Special attention, such as accessible, quality child care, should be
given to assisting those women in discharging their domestic responsibilities and
to enabling them to participate in and benefit from education, training programmes
and employment. The putative father should be made to assist in the maintenance
and education of those children born out of wedlock.

J. Women with physical and mental disabilities

Paragraph 296

It is generally accepted that women constitute a significant number of the
estimated 500 million people who are disabled as a consequence of mental, physical
or sensory impairment. Many factors contribute to the rising numbers of disabled
persons, including war and other forms of violence, poverty, hunger, nutritional
deficiencies, epidemics and work-related accidents. The recognition of. their human
dignity and human rights and the full participation by disabled persons in society
is still limitGd, and this presents additional problems for women who may have
domestic and other responsibilities. It is recommended that Governments should
adopt the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons (1975) and the World
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons (1982) which prov~de an overall
framework for action and also refer to problems specific to women that have not
been fully appreciated by society because they are still not well known or
understood. Community-based occupational and social rehabilitation measures,
support services to help them with their domestic responsibilities, as well as'
opportunities for the participation of such women in all aspects of life should be
provided. The rights of intellectually disabled women to obtain health information
and advice and to consent to or refuse medical tre~tment should be respected,
similarly, the rights of intellectually disabled minors should be respected.
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K. Women in detention and subject to penal law

Paragraph 297

One of the major areas of current concern in the field of crime prevention and
criminal justice is the need for equal treatment of women by the criminal justice
system. In the context of changing socio-economic and cUltural conditions some
improvements have taken place but more need to be made. The number of women in
detention has increased over the Decade and this trend is expected to continue.
Women deprived of freedom are exposed to various forms of physical violence, sexual
and moral harassment. The conditions of their detention are often below acceptable
hygienic standards and their (ihildren are deprived of maternal care. The
recommendations of the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders, held at caracas, in 1980, 20/ and the principles of the
Caracas Declaration with special reference to the "fair-and equal treatment of
women", should be taken into account in designing and implementing concrete
measures at the national and international levels. The proportions of indigenous
women imprisoned in some countries is a matter of concern.

Pall:'agraph 298

L. Refugee and displaced women and children

mi
te
ed
pr
as
ac
pr
Th
Ac
mi
in
el
of
re

The international community recognizes a humanitarian responsibilty to protect
and assist refugees and displaced persons. In many cases refugee and displaced
women are exposed to a variety of difficult situations affecting their physical and
legal protection as well as their psychological and material well-being. Problems
of physical debility, physical safety, emotional stress and socio-psychological
effects of separation or death in the family, as well as changes in women's roles,
together with limitations often found in the new environment incluaing lack of
adequate food, shelter, health care and social services call for specialized and
enlarged assistance. Special attention has to be offered to women with special
needs. Furthermore, the potential and capacities of refugee and displaced women
should be recognized and enhanced.

Paragraph 299

It is recognized that a lasting solution to the problems of refugees and
displaced women and children should be sought in the elimination of the root causes
of the flow of refugees and durable solutions should be found leading to their
voluntary return to their homes in conditions of safety and honour and their full
integtatiln in the economic, social and cultural life of their country of origin in
the i~madiate future. Until such solutions are achieved, the international
community, in an expression of international solidarity and burden-sharing, should
continue providing relief assistance and also launching special relief programmes
taking into account the specific needs of refugee women and children in countries
of first asylum. Similarly, relief assistance and special relief programmes should
also continue to be provided to returnees and displaced women and children. Legal,
educational, social, humanitarian and moral assistance should be offered as well as
opportunities for their voluntary repatriation, return or resettlement. Steps
should also be taken to promote accession by Governments to the 1951 Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees and to implement, on a basis of equity for all
refugees, pr, "o~ sions contained in this Convention and its 1967 Protocol.
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M. Migrant women

Paragraph 300

The Decade has witnessed the increasing involvement of women in all forms of
migration, including rural-rural, rural-urban and internation&l movements of a
temporary, seasonal or permanent nature. In addition to their lack of adequate
education, skills and resources, migrant women may also faGe severe adjustment
problems due to differences in religion, language, nationality, and socialization
as well as separation from their original families. Such problems are often
accentuated for international migrants as a result of the openly-expressed
prejudices and hostilities, includin~ violation of human rights in host countries.
Thus recommendations of the World PopUlation Plan of Action and the Programme of
Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women pertaining to
migrant women should be implemented and expanded in view of the anticipated
increase in the scope of the problem. It is also urgent tl' conclude the
elaboration of the draft International Convention on the Pl~~~~tion of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and their Families, as agreed by the General Assembly in the
relevant resolutions.

Paragraph 301

The situation of' migrant women, who are subject to double discrimination as
women and as migrants, should be given special attention by the Governments of host
countries, particularly with respect to protection and maintenance of family unity,
employment opportunities and equal pay, equal conditions of work, health care,
benefits to be provided in accordance with the existing social security rights in
the host country, and racial and other forms of discrimination. Particular
attention should also be given to the second generation of migrant women,
especially with regard to education and professional training, to allow them to
integrate themselves in their countries of adoption and to work according to their
education and skills. In this process, loss of cultural values of their countries
of origin should be a~~ided.

N. Minority and "indigenous" women

Paragraph 302

Some women are oppressed as a result of belonging to minority groups or
populations which have historically been subjecteJ to domination and suffered
dispossession and dispersal. These women suffer the full burden of discrimination
based on race, colour, descent, ethnic and national origin and the majority
experienced serious economic deprivation. As women, they are l~!erefore doubly
disadvantaged. Measures should be taken by Governments in countries in which ~here

are minority and indigenous populations to respect, preserve and promote all of
their human rights, their dignity, ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic
identity and their full participation in societal change.

Paragraph 303

Governments should ensure that the fundamental human rights and freedoms 8E

enshrined in relevant international instruments are fully guaranteed also to women
belonging to minority groups and indigenous populations. Governments in countries
in which there are indigenous and minority populations should ensure respect for
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the economic, social and cultural rights of these women and assist them in the
fulfilment of their family and parental respcnsibilities. Specific measures should
address dietary deficiencies, high levels of infant and maternal mortality and
other health problems, lack of education, housing and child care. vocational,
technical, professional and other training should be provided to enable these women
to secure employment or to participate in income-generating activities and
projects, and to secure adequate wages, occupational health and safety and their
other rights as workers. As far as possible, Governments should ensure that these
women have access to all services in their own languages.

Paragraph 304

Women' belonging to minority groups or indigenous populations should be fully
consulted and should participate in the development and implementation of
programmes affecting them. The Governments of countries where minorities and
indigenous populations exist should'take proper account of the work of bodies such
as the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, in particUlar its
Working Group which is developing a set of international standards to protect the
rights of indigenous populations. The General Assembly should consider the
advisability of designating an international year of indigenous and traditional
cultures in order to promote international understanding and to emphasize the
distinctive role of women in sustaining the identity of their people.

v. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL CO-OPERATION

A. Obstacles

Paragraph 305

Insufficient attention has been devoted during the Decade at the international
level and in some regions to the need to advance the status of women in relation to
the goals and objectives of the Decade - equality, development and peace.
International tensions, arms race, threat of nuclear war, failure to respect human
rights and fundamental freedoms and failure to observe the principles of the United
Nations Charter as well as global ~conomic recession and other critical situations
combined with dissatisfaction du~ to inadequate progress in multilateral and
international co-operation since the Copenhagen World Conference has substantially
affected the scope and ability for international and regional co-operation
including the role of the United Nations. The progress in the developing world has
slackened or in some cases turned negative under conditions of serious
indebtedness, economic and monetary instability, resource constraints and
unemployment. This has also affected prospects for ,economic and technical
co-operation among developing countries, partiCUlarly with regard to women.
Nevertheless some progress has been made in terms of achieving equality between
women and men, and a greater appreciation of the role of women in development and
peace which should also contribute toward effective international co-operation.

International and regional organizations have been called upon during the
Decade to advance the position of their women staff and to extend hiring practices
to include qualified women. The results have been highly uneven and in some cases
the situation has actually worsened during the Decade in the face of resource
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constraints and other limiting criteria, such as geographical distribution and
attitudinal barriers. In particular, women are absent from the senior management
levels, which seriously limits their influence on decision-making.

Paragraph 307

In order to institutionalize interorganizational exchanges of information and
co-operation in relation to women's advancement, several United Nations agencies,
non-governmental organizations and regional bodies have designated, in response to
pressures applied du:ing the Decade, focal points for women's activities. However,
in many cases, insufficient tenure and resources accompanied those actions, thus
limiting their long-term effectiveness. Moreover, activities that promote the
integration of women in development have often been confined to these focal points
and have not been integrated into all organizational planning and programme
activities. Progress has also been limited in this area by the inadequate training
of many of the staff members of international agencies and organizations with
respect to the centrality of women's role in development.

Paragraph 308

International and regional co-operation strategies must be formulated on the
premise that effective development requires the full integration of women in the
development process as both agents and beneficiaries. Development agencies should
take full cognizance of women as a development resource. This requires that all
international and r~glona1 development institutions adopt explicit policies in this
regard and put in place the management systems necessary to ensure the effective
implementation and evaluation of these policies in the full range of their
programmes and activitiesn Such policies should incorporate the principles
endorsed in the Forward-looking Strategies of Implementation for the Advancement of
Women. Strong and visible commitment to and interest in integrating women in the
development process should be demonstrated by the senior-le~el management of
development agencies.

B. Basic strategies

Paragraph 309

Effective consultative and reporting arrangements are required to collect
information on action taken to implement the FOrward-looking Strategies and on
successful ways and means used to overcome obstacles. Monitoring and evaluation
should j therefore, be carried out at international, regional and subregional levels
based on national-level monitoring, including input from non-governmental
organizations.

·ParagI'aph 310

Technical co-operation, training and advisory services should promote
endogenous development and self-reliance with greater emphasis on economic and
technical co-operation among developing countries. The special needs of women
should be periodically assessed and methods developed to integrate women's concerns
into the planning and evaluation of development activities. The participation of
women in the formulation of technical co-operation policies and programmes should
be ensured.
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Paragraph 311

International, regional and subregional institutional co-ordination should be
strengthened, particularly in relation to the exchange of information on the
advancement of women and the establishment of collaborative arrangements to
undertake activities with interrelated components.

Paragraph 312

Research and policy analysis should focus greater attention on the economic
role of women in soci~ty, including access to economic resources such as land and
capital. Research and policy analysis related to women should be action-oriented
without losing sight of key analytical considerations. Further investment in
evolving adequate gender-specific data is also required.

Paragraph 313

Steps should be taken to increase the participation of women in international,
regional and subregional level activities and decision-making, including those
directly or indirectly' concerned with the maintenance of peace and security, the
role of women in development and the aChievement of equality between women and men.

Paragraph 314

Information on progress in achieving the goals of the Decade and on
implementing the Fbrward-looking Strategies should be widely disseminated in the
period from 1985 to the year 2000 at international, regional, subregional and
national levels, based on experience gained during the Decade. Greater reliance is
needed on audio-visual communications and expansion of networks for disseminating
information on programmes and activities for women. Discriminatory, stereotyped
and degrading images of women must be eliminated in the media.

Paragraph 315

On the basis of the results of the review and appraisal in the United Nations
system that indicated the need for continued efforts to ensure the recruitment,
promotion and retention of women, all United Nations bodies, the regional
commissions and the specialized agencies should take all measures necessary to
achieve an equitable balance between women and men staff members at managerial and
professional levels in all substantive areas, as well as in field posts, with
particular attention to promoting equitable regional representation of women.
Women should be appointed to decision-making and management posts within the United
Nations system in order to increase their participation in activities at the
international and regional levels, including such afeas as equality, development
and peace.

Paragraph 316

In view of the difficulties of spouses of United Nations officials in securing
employment at the various duty stations, the united Nations is urged to make every
possible effort to provide the establishment of educational facilities and day care
centres for families of officials in order to facilitate the employment of spouses
at these duty stations.
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c. Measures for the implementation of the basic strategies

1. Monitoring

Paragraph 317

The implementation of the goals and objectives of the Decade - equality,
development and peace - and of the FOrward-looking Strategies should be monitored
during the period 1986 to the year 2000. Monitoring at the inte[national level
should be based on reviews, at the regional, subregional and national levels, of
action taken, resources allocated and progress achieved. The national reviews
should take the form of a response to a regular statistical reporting request from
the united Nations Secretariat, which should include indicators of the situation of
women. The statistical reporting basis uhould be develoPed by the Statistical
Commission, in consultation with thf: COmmission on the Status of Women. The United
Nations Secretariat should compile the results of such monitoring in conSUltation
with the appropriate bodies of Governments, inclUding national machinery
established to monitor and improve the status of women. The action taken and
progress achieved at the national level should reflect consultation with
non-governmental organizations and integration of their concerns at all levels of
government planning, implementation and evaluation, as appropriate.

Paragraph 318

The specialized agencies and other United Nations organizations, including the
regionnl commissions, should establish monitoring capabilities and procedures to
analyse the situation of women in their sectoral or geographical areas, and submit
their reports regularly to their respective governing bodies and to the COmmission.n the Status of Women, which is the main intergovernmental body within the United
Nation~ system concerned with women.

paragraPh 319

The commission on the Status of Women should consider ona regular basis
reports on the progress made and concrete measures implemented at national,
regional and international levels to advance the status of women in relation to the
goals of the Decade - equality, development and peace - and the sub-theme ­
employment, health and education - and the strategies and measures to the
year 2000. The United Nations system should continue to carry out a comprehensive
and critical review of progress achieved in implementing the provisions of the
World Plan of Action and of the Programme for the Second Half of the Decade. The
central role in carrying out this review and appraisal should be played by the
Commission on the Status of Women. The Commission should also monitor progress in
the implementation of international standards, codes of conduct, strategies,
conventions and covenants as they pertain to women. In view of this important
function, high-level expertise and representation on the Commission should be given
priority, including officials with substantive policy responsibilities for the
advancement of women.

Paragraph 320

The preparation of new instruments and strategies such as the overall
strategies for international development, should pay specific, appropriate
attention to the advancement of women. Intergovernmental bodies of the United
Nations system, particularly those concerned with the monitoring, review and
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appraisal of the existing instruments, strategies, plans and programmes that may be
of direct or indirect relevance to women, are urged as a matter of priority to
develop explicit policies and re¥i~wable plans of action for the integration of
women in their regular work programmes.

Paragraph 321

The methods and procedures employed for collecting information from
GOvernments, regional commissions, non-governmental organizations and other
international organizations and bodies should be streamlined and based on
guidelines to be discussed by the Commission on the Status of Women.

2. Technical co-operation, training and advisory services

Paragraph 322

Measures of technical co-operation, training and advisory services directed
towards improving women's status at the international, interregional and regional
levels, including co-operation among developing countries, need some impetus. This
would require the re-ordering of principles for the allocation of resources as well
as targeted financial, material and human resource assistance. Notwithstanding
resource constraints, the United Nations should continue the important tole of
reinforcing these increased benefits for women.

Paragraph 323

Technical co-operation should be approached with a new concept that will break
the cycle of dependency, emphasize local needs, and use local materials and
resources as well as local creativity and expertise and be based on the full
integration of women as agents and beneficiaries in all technical co-operation
activities. Local associations and mechanisms should be oriented to play a more
active role in planning and policy-making. Emphasis should be given to broader
access by women to capital for self-help projects, income-generating activities,
enterprise development and projects designed to reduce the drudgery in work
performed by women. Innovative demonstration projects, particularly with respect
to the integration of women in non-traditional sector activities, should be an
essential element in technical co-operation activities.

Paragraph 324

Agencies which do not have specific guidelines or project procedures relating
to women in development interlinked with the other aims of the period up to the
year 2000 should ensure that they are developed. Such guidelines and procedures
should apply to all aspects of the project cycle. Existing guidelines and
procedures have to be applied more vigorously and consistentlYJ in particular~ each
project document should contain a strategy to ensure that the project has a
positive impact on the situation of women.

~aragraph 325

Substantive staff training is needed to enhance the ability of staff to
recognize and deal with the centrality of women's role in development, and adequate
resources must be made available for this purpose. Implementation of policies
concerning women is the responsibility of the partiCUlar organization as a whole.
Responsibility is not merely a matter of personal persuasion. Systems should be
developed. which allocate responsibility and accountability.
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Paragraph 326 I

Governments should strengthen and improve their institutional arrangements for
technical co-operation so that policy is effectively linked to local-level
implementing mechanisms, and should promote sustained, endogenous development. In
these efforts Governments may wish to make use of the accumulated experience,
activities and resources of the whole United Nations system.

Paragraph 327

While technical co-operation should be focused equally on women and men, the
inco~poration of women's needs and aspirations in the formulation and review of
technical co-operation policies and programmes should be ensured and the potential
negative effects on women of technical assistance should be minimized. Technical
co-operation and women must be linked to overall national development objectives
and priorities, and technical assistance plans and programmes should be managed so
as to ensure the full integration of activities specific to women. As a standard
component of technical co-operation policies, women should be full and equal
participants in technical co-operation projects and activities. The needs of
especially vulnerable and underprivileged groups of women should be addressed in
the technical co-operation programmes.

Paragraph 328

Participation of non-governmental organizations as a means to enhance the
relevance and impact of technical co-operation activities of benefit to women
should be encouraged.

Paragraph 329

In allocating multilateral and bilateral assistance, agencies, in consultation
with recipient Governments, should establish measurable and reviewable plans of
action, with goals and time frames. They should also give adequate impetus to
sustained and real increases in the flow of resources for technical co-operation
activities of benefit to women, including greater mobilization of resources from
non-governmental sources and the private sector~ Bilateral and multilateral aid
agencies should give special consideration to assisting the least developed
countries in their efforts to integrate women in development. In this regard,
particular attention should be given to projects in the fields of health, education
and training, and the creation of employment opportunities for women, especially in
rural areas.

Paragraph 330

Bilateral and multilateral aid agencies should take a corporate-wide response
to the integration of women in development. Bilateral aid agencies' policies for
women in development should involve all parts of donors' organizations and
programmes, including participation of m1lltilateral and bilateral programmes,
training, technical assistance and finan(:ial aid. Policies for women in
development should be incorporated into all applicable aid and agency procedures
relating to sectoral and project levels.
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I Par,'!graph 331

In order to enable women to define and defend their own interests and needs,
the united Nations system and aid agencies should provide assistance for programmes
and projects which strengthen women's autonomy, in particular in the integration
process.

Paragraph 332

International non-governmental organizations, including such organizations as
trade unions, should be encouraged to involve women in their day-to'ooday work and to
increase their attention to women's issues. The capacity of non-governmental
organizations at all levels to reach women and women's groups should receive
greater recognition and support. The potential role of those non-governmental
organizations could be fully utilized by international and governmental agencies
involved in development co-operation~

Paragraph 333

Technical and advisory assistance should be provided by the United Nations
system at the national level to improve systematically statistical and other forms
of gender-specific indicators and information that car, help redirect policy and
programmes for the more effective integration of women in development as
contributors and beneficiaries.

Paragraph 334
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Technical co-operation among developing countries should be strengthened in
the service of women at all levels and in all sectors of activity, focusing
particularly on promoting the exchange of experience, expertise, technology and
know-how, as well as on diffusing innovative organizational models suitable for
strengthening the self-reliance of women. The urgent need for information flows to
facilitate the process of integrating women in development, and the need for
relevant, transferable and appropriate information should be a priority of regional
co-operation within the framework of technical co-operation among developing
countries. Regional co-operation to assist disadvantaged groups of women should
also be promoted in this context.

Paragraph 335

Technical assistance should be given by the United Nations system and other
international and non-governmental organizations to women involved in the promotion
of international peace and co-operation.

Paragraph 336

The United Nations system should continue to strengthen training programmes
for women, in particular in the least developed countries g through fellowships and
other means of assistance, particularly in the fields of economic planning, publi~

affairs and pUblic administration, business management and accounting, and farming
and labour relations, and in scientific, engin~ering and technical fields. It is
necessary to support and expand technical and economic activities for women by
means of collaboration with international development assistance agencies. In this
respect, the United Nations Development Fund for Women is particUlarly reoognized
for its innovative contribution in the area of development and technical assistance
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for disadvantaged women, and its continuation and expansion beyond the Decade is
considered of vital importance to the development needs of women.

Paragraph 337

The participation of women in technical assistance monitoring, planning,
programming, evaluation and follow-up missions should be promoted, and guidelines
should be developed and applied to assess the relevance and impact of development
assistance projects on women. The United Nations funding agencies, such as the
United Nations Development Programme, 'the united Nations Fund for Population
Activities, the United Nations Children's Fund and the World Food Programme, as
well as the World Bank, should ensure that women benefit from and participate in
all projects and programmes funded by them.

3. Institutional co-ordination

Paragraph 338

System-wide co-ordination of work on issues relatin9 to women needs to be
strengthened. The Economic and Social Council should ~ encouraged to play a more
forceful and dynamic role in reviewing and co-ordinating all relevant United
Nations activities in'the field of women's issues. Regular conSUltations between
United Nations agencies and organizations should be institutionalized in
conjunction with meetings of the Commission on the Status of Women in order to
exchange information on programme activities and co-ordinate future planning and
programming with a view to ensuring adequate resource-allocation that would
facilitate action and limit the unnecessary duplication of activities.

Paragraph 339

Future medium-term plans of the United Nations and the specialized agencies
should contain intersectoral presentations of the various programmes dealing with
issues of concern to women. In order to achie'\1~ greater coherence and efficiency
of the policies and programmes of the united Nations system related to women and
development, the Secretary-General, in his capacity as Chairman of the.
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and in conformity with Economic and
Social Council resolution 1985/46 of 31 May 1985, should take the initiative in
formulating a system-wide medium-term pl~n for women and development.

Paragraph 340

The Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Department
of International Economic and Social Affairs, in partiCUlar the Branch for the
Advancement of Women, should continue to serve as the focal point for co-ordination
of, consultation on, promotion of and advice on matters relevant to women in the
United Nations system and to co-ordinate information on system-wide activities
related to the future implementation of the goals and objectives of the Decade and
the Forward~lookin9 Strategies. In this context, the United Nations system should
explore ways and means of developing further collaboration between its
organizations, including the regional commissions, the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and the United Nations Development
Fund for Women, in ~Qfticular in connection with the holding of United Nations
world conferences on women on a regular basis, if necessary, fo~ example every
five years. It is recommended that at least one world conference be held during
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the period between 1985 and the year 2000, taking into account that the General
Assembly will take the decision on the holding of the conference in each case
within existing financial resources.

Paragraph 341

Existing sectoral inter-agency task forces in the United Nati~ns system should
always include issues related to the &dvancement of women in their agenda.

Paragraph 342

Inter-agency co-ordination should be complemented where possible by
networking-, particularly in the fields of information, I'esearch, training and
programme development, in order to facilitate the availability of data and
information in these fields and the ,exchange of experience with national machinery.

Paragraph 343

Resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly, of governing bodies of the
specialized agencies and of other organizations which promote the improvement of
the status of women should be implemented. All institutions within the united
Nations system that have not yet established special internal arrangements and
procedures with respect to women's policies are urged to take the necessary
measures to do so•

Paragraph 344

International machineries that promote and support education for peace should
co-ordinate their efforts and include the role of women in promoting peace in their
curricula. Particular attention should be paid to the Declaration on the
Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-operation adopted by
the General Assembly in 1982. The University for Peace should play a leading role
in this regard.

4. Research and policy analysis

Paraqraph 345

Institutes of women's affairs at the regional level should be strengthened or,
where they do not exist, their establishment should be considered for the promotion
of regional collaboration in undertaking research and analyses on emerging women's
issues in order to facilitate and promote regional and international co-operation
and understanding in this field.

Paragraph 346

Measures should be taken by the United Nations system to strengthen the
capabilities of the United Nations Secretariat to provide assistance to Governments
and other international organizations and bodies concerned with integrating women
in policy formulation and in assessing the impact of development policies on
women. The Branch for the Advancement of Women should act as the focal point for
co-ordinating the exchange of information, providing advice on matters related to
the advancement of women and monitoring and evaluating the progress of other bodies
in that connection. The United Nations should develop guidelines for this purpose
based on comparative analyses of experience world wide.
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Paragraph 347

Guidelines should also be developed by the united Nations for action to remove
gender-specific discriminatory perceptions, attitudes and behaviour based on models
of successful initiatives.

Paragraph 348

The united Nations system should undertake research and prepare guidelines,
case studies and practical approaches on integrating women on an equal basis with
m~n into political life. Training programmes for and consultations between women
alre~~y engaged in political lif~ should be organized.

Paragraph ~li

Research ~hould be carried out and a report prepared by the united Nations, in
consultation with other organizations and specialized agencies and in co-operation
with Governments, on establishing effective institutional arrangements at the
national level for the formulation of policies on women, including guidelines and
summaries of national case studies.

Paragraph 350

United Nations agencies and, in particular, the Centre' for Social D~velopment

and Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, as part of its regular
programme of work, should undertake in-depth research on the positive and negative
effects of legislative change, the persistence of de facto discrimination and
conflicts between customary and statutory laws. In carrying out this research,
full use should be made of the work of the Committee on the Elimination of ~ll

Forms of Discrimination against Women.

ParagraplLl.ll

In the context of the Third united Nations Development Decade and any
subsequent decade, the implications for women of internationai decisions especially
pertaining to international trade and finance, agriculture and technology transfer
should be assessed by the united Nations system in conSUltation with the
appropriate international organizations, bodies and research institutes, including
the united Nations Research Institute for Social Development, the International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and any others
established by the United Nations Unive~sity. The lack of reliable data prevents
the assessment of relative improvements in women's status in the various sectors.
It is therefore essential that the Statistical Commission, the Commission on the
status of Women and the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women should ~o-operate at the institutional level in the '
collection, analysis, utilization and dissemination of statistical data on the.
question of women. The data base on women's role in national, regional and
international e~onomic activities should be further developed by the United Nations
in co-operation with Governments, specialiZed agencies and the regional commissions
of the united Nations system.

Paragraph 352

The United Nations regional commissions, with a view to integrating women's
concerns at all levels in each commission's overall programme of work, should

-84-

undertake
by develop
from the n
grass-root
annual rep

Paraaraph

It is
Research a
important
and to req
organizati
Institute
should COI1
Government
should be

Paragraph

The U
World Disa
of the arn
pregnant \\
order to n
well as wc

Paragraph

The t
non-goverr
all the al
study varj
increase ~

countries
meetings c
regional c

Paragraph

The t
equitable
profe:;sior
r~porting

agent-:lies,
establishl1
in profes~

paraaraph

Womer
to disCUSl



,.••,.d1_-------llIlU1i111_lIIllII!I!liil!!ll__•.'.M---__lIIi!!!i!liiiIllilifiilNillRlIIIl.. .. ..

undertake further research on the status of women in their regions to the year 2000
by developing the necessary data base and indicators and by drawing upon inputs
from the national and local levels, including perspectives on and by women at the
grass-roots level. To this end, the regional commissions should include in their
annual reports an analysis of changes in the situation of W0men in their regions.

Paragraph 353

It is also necessary to strengthen the activities of the International
Research and Training Insi:itute for the Advancement of Women which performs an
important role in the field of research, training, information and communication,
and to request States and appropriate organizations, in particular, the
organizations of the United Nations system, to continue to collaborate with the
Institute in its work for the improvement of tne status of women. The Institute
should continue its work in appraisjng and evaluating what has been done by
Governments and the United Nations system in promoting the status of women and it
should be given increased voluntary financial support.

Paragraph 354

The United Nations should incorporate within its activities related to the
World Disarmament Campaign the preparation of a study on the specific consequences
of the arms race and modern warfare for women in general, especially aged or
pregnant women and young children. Such a study should be given wide pUblicity in
order to mobilize researchers, politicians and non-governmental organizations, as
well as women themselves, for the promotion of disarmament.

Paragraph 355

The United Nations system and other intergovernmental, governmental and
non-governmental organizations should encourage women, women's organizations and
all the appropriate governmental bodies from different countries to discuss and
study various aspects of promoting peace and other related issues in order to
increase knowledge, facilitate understanding and develop friendly relations between
countries and peoples. Exchange visits among women from different countries, and
meetings and seminars in which women participate fully should be organized at
regional and international levels.

5. Participation of women in activities at the international
and regional levels and in decision-making

Paragraph 356

The United Nations system should take all necessary measures to achieve an
equitable balance between women and men staff meJ'i,bers at manage~ial and
professional levels in all substantive areas, as well as in field posts. Regular
reporting to the General Assembly, the governing bodies of the specialized
agencies, the regional commissions and the Commission on the Status of Women on the
establishment and implementation of targets for the equal representation of women
in professional posts should be continued.

Paraaraph 357

Women and women's organizations from different countries should be encouraged
to discuss and study various aspects of promoting peace and development issues in
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order to increase knowledge, facilitate understanding and develop friendly
relations between countries and peoples. Exchange visits of women from different
countries and meetings with full participation by women should be encouraged.

Paragraph 358

In order to ensure that programmes and activities of concern to women ar~

given the necessary attention and priority, it is essential that women shoulG
participate actively in the planning and formulation of policies and prograltillleS and
in decision-making and appraisal processes in the United Nations. TO this end,
international, regional and national organizations have been called upon during the
Decade to advance the status of their female staff and to increase the nlimbel~ of
women recruited. In the absence of overall targets and effective mechanisms for
their achievement, however, greater efforts are needed to ensure the recruitment,
promotion and career development of women. All bodies and organizations of the
United Nations system should therefore take all possible measures to achieve the
participation of women on equal terms with men at all levels by the year 2000. To
achieve this goal, the secretariats of the United Nations and all the organizations
and bodies within the syst~u should take special measures, such as the preparation
of a comprehensive affirmative action plan including provisions for setting
intermediate targets and for establishing and supporting special mechanisms - for
example, co-ordinators - to improve the status of women staff. Progress made to
implement those measures should be reported to the General Assembly, the Economic
and Sucial Council and the Commission on the Status of Women on a regular basis.

Paragraph 359

Women should be assured of the opportunity t~ participate in international,
regional and subregional meetings and seminars, including those organized by the
United Nations system, particularly those related to equality, development and
peace, including peace education, and those directed to promoting the role of women
in development through research activities, seminars and conferences to exchange
experience and expertise. Similarly, women Parliamentarians should always be
included in delegations to inter-parliamentary meetings organized by the
Inter-Parliamentary Union and regional inter-parliamentary organizations.

Paragraph 360
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Paragraph 361

In order to provide a firm basis for the integration of issues of concern to
women in the overall development process, a greater effort is needed to define such
issues and to develop useful models for action in socio-cultural, economic and
political contexts. Work in this area can be undertaken in the national and
regional research institutions, as well as in the United Nations and other
international agencies. In this context, attention should also be given to
increasing the planning capabilities of women.

The participation of women in promoting peace and in the struggle against the
obstacles to peace at the international level should be encouraged. Networking of
women at high decision-making levels related to peace and disarmament, including
women le?~ers, peace researchers and educators, should also be encouraged in
connection with United Nations system activities such as the International Year of
Peace (198C). "Women and peace" should be a separate item in the programme for
that Year.



Paragraph 362

Special efforts should be made at both the national and regional levels to
ensure that women have equal access to all aspects of modern science and
technology, particularly in educational systems. The use of science and technology
can be a powerfuL instrument for the advancement of women. Special research to
evolve appropriate technology for rural women should be carried out, and existing
and new technology should be disseminated as widely as possible. The co-ordination
of such activities in the regions should be the responsibility of the regional
commissions, in co-operation with other intergovernmental bodies and agencies that
deal with the status of women and technology.

Paragraph 363

Governments and non-governmental organizations should organize regular
training programmes that are aimed at improving the status of women workers and
widening women's access to and improving their performance in managerial positions
in the sectors of employment or self-employment. In this connection, the United
Nations is urged to support programmes on network and exchange of expertise in
vocational training being carried out by regional and subregional organizations.

Paragraph 364

Regional and sUbregional groups have an important role to play in
strengthening the roles of women in development. Existing regional and sUbregional
information systems on women should be reinforced. A stronger data and research
base on women should be developed in the developing countries and in the regional
commissions, in collaboration with the appropriate specialized agencies, and the
sharing of information and research data should be encouraged. Information systems
at the national level should be strengthened or, where they do not exist. should be
established.

Paragraph 365

International, regional, subregional and national organizations should be
strengthened through the injection of additional human and financial resources and
through the placement of more women at policy- and decision-making levels.

6. Information dissemination

Paragraph 366

International programmes should be designed and resources allocated to support
national campaigns to improve pUblic consciousness of the need for equality between
women and men and for eliminating discriminatory practices. Special attention
should be given to information about the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women.

Paragraph 367

StUdies must be carried out by the united Nations system on sex stereotyping
in advertising and in the mass media, especially degrading images of women in
articles and programmes disseminated world wide. Steps should be taken to promote
the elimination or reduction of sex stereotyping in the media.
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Paragraph 368

In ord.r to pro.ot. peac., .ocial ju.tice and the advancement of wcmen, wide
publicity .hould be given by the Unit.d Nations to l.gal in.truments and the United
Nations r.eolutions and r.port. r.lating to women and the objectives of the Decade,
that is, .quality, develo~nt and peac.. '!'he IUS. media, including United Nations
radio and tel.vi.ion, .hould di••••inat. inforaation on the role of women in
achieving th... obj.ctiv••, particularly in prODOting co-operation and
understanding aaong people. and the maintenance of international peace and
security. Cultural ..chanis.. of ca.aunication should also be used to disseminate
the iaporta60. of the conc.pt. of peace and int.rnational understanding for the
advancement of ~n.

ParagraPh 369

It i. e••ential that women be trained in the use of audio-visual forms of
infor.ation di••e.ination, including vi.ual display units and computers, and
participate .or. actively in developing progra_es on the advancement of wcmen and
for women at the int.rnational, regional, sUbregional and national levels.

ParagraPh 370

The present united Nations weekly radio programme and co-production of films
on women .hould be continued with adequate provision for distributing them in
different languages.

Paragraph 371

The Joint United Nation. Information Committee should continue to include
wo.en'. i ••ues in its progra.... of social and economic information. Adequate
resource••hould be ..de available for these activities.

Paragraph 372

,Governaents and the organizations of the United Nations system, inclUding the
reqional ca.ai••ions and the specializea agencies, are urged to give the
Porward-looking Strategies the wide.t publicity possible and to' ensure that their
content is translated and dissellinated in order to make authorities and the public
in general, e.pecially wo.en'. graaa-root organizations, aware'of the objectives of
that document and of the recommendations eontained therein.

Notes

11 Report of the WOrld COnference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 JulY 1975 (United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l),
chap. I, .~t. A.

11 Report of the WOrld COnference of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Bguality, Develop!!nt and Peac., COpenhagen, 24-30 July 1980 (United Nations
publication, Sales Mo. B.80.IV.3), chap. I, sect. A.

General As.eably resolution 227 A (Ill).

General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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Notes (continued)

~/ ~.

§/ General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.

11 G~neral Assembly resolution 37/63, annex.

~ Report of the International Conf.erence on Population, 1984, Mexico City,
6-14 August 1984 (United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.84.XIII.8), chap. I,
sect. A, para. 1.

21 Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year ••• ,
chap. I.

!Q/ Report of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the Preparatory
Body for the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace on its second session
(A/OONF.116/PC/19), chap. I, draft decision I, para. 2 (h).

!!I Report of the united Nations World Population Conference, 1974,
Bucharest, 19-30 August 1974 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XIII.3),
chap. I.

!lI Report of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development,
Rome, 12-20 July 1979 (WCARRD/REP) (Rome, FAO, 1979), Programme of Action, sect. IV.

13/ General Assembly resolution 36/71.

14/ Report of the World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination, Geneva, 14-25 August 1978 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.79.XIV.2), chap. 11.

!21 General Assembly resolution 3086 (XXVIII).

16/ Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
of War, of 12 August 1949 (United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973, p. 287).

17/ Report of the International Conference on the Question of Palestine,
Geneva, 29 August-7 September 1983 (United Nations pUblication, Sales
No. E.83.I.2l), chap. I, sect. B.

!!I General Assembly resolution 37/16.

19/ Report of the World Assembly on Aging, Vienna, 26 JUly-6 August 1982
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.82.I.16), chap. VI, sect. A.

20/ See United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.81.IV.4.
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B. RESOLUTION AND DECIS IONS

Resolution

1. Expression of gratitude to the host country

The WOrld Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and Peace,

Raving met in Nairobi at the invitation of the Government of Kenya from
the 15th to the 26th of July 1985,

Raving reviewed and evaluated the progress made and obstacles encountered
during the United Nations Decade for Women,

Expressing the hope that the outcome of this Conference will strengthe"
and improve the situation of women throughout the world,

1. Respectfully presents its gratitude to His Excellency the President
of Kenya, the Honourable Daniel T. arap Moi, for having graced the opening
meeting of the Conference with his presence, for having made the inaugural
address and for his personal concern for the successful outcome of the
Conference,

2. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government of Kenya for
having made it possible for the Conference to be held in Nairobi and for the
excellent facilities, staff and services so graciously placed at its disposal,

3. Requests the Government of Kenya to convey to the City of Nairobi
and to the PeOple of Kenya the gratitude of the Conference, for the
hospitality and warm welcome extended to the participants,

4. Decides that the document on the Forward-looking Strategies adopted
by the Conference shall be known as -The Nairobi FOrward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of WOmen-.

Decisions

2. Credentials of the representatives to the Conference

At its 17th plenary meeting, on 25 July 1985, the Conference approved the
report of the Credentials Committee (A/OONF.116/21).

3. Draft resolutions and a draft declaration on which
no action was taken by the Conference

At its 20th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1985, the Conference decided that
the text of the draft resolutions and a draft declaration on which it had not
talcen any action owing to lack of time, would be reproduced in an annex to the
report of the Conference and would be brought to the attention of the General
Ass~mbly for consideration and action as appropriate.
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Chapter II

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE CONFERENCE

2. In pursuance of General Assembly resolutions 3276 rXXIX) and 3277 (XXIX) of
10 December 1974 and at the invitation of the Government of Mexico, the World
Conference of the International Women's Year - the first such conference held under
united Nations auspices - was held in Mexico City from 19 June to 2 July 1975, in
the course of the year which had been proclaimed "International Women's Year" by
General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972.
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3. The Conference adopted as its principal decisions the Declaration of Mexico on
the Equality of Women and their Contribution to Development and Peace 1975 and the
World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International
Women's Year, and recommended, inter· alia, that the General Assembly shoula
consider at its thirtieth session the convening of another world conference on
women in 1980. 11

4. Acting on proposals and recommendations of the Mexico City Conference, the
General Assembly, by its resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, proclaimed the
period from 1976 to 1985 as the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace and decided to convene in 1980, at the mid-point of the
Decade, a world conference to review progress made in implementing the objectives
specified by the Mexico City Conference.

5. In conformity with that and other decisions of the General Assembly and of the
Economic and Social Council, and at the invitation of the Government of Denmark,
the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace was held at Copenhagen from 14 to 30 July 1980. The Conference adopt~d

the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the united Nations Decade for Women
and a large number of resolutions and decisions concerning specific subjects,
including a resolution by which it recommended that the General Assembly, at its
thirty-fifth session, should consider the convening in 1985 of another world
conference on women to review and appraise the achievements of the Decade. 11

6. The report of the 1980 Conference was co~sidered by the General Assembly later
in that year; on 11 December 1980 the Assembly adopted resolution 35/136 by which
it responded to a number of' the Conference's proposals and recommendations, and in
particular decided "to convene in 1985, at the conclusion of the Decade, a World
Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women" (para. 17). At its subsequent session, when it considered the subject
again, the Assembly adopted resolution 36/126 of 14 December 1981, by which it
requested the Commission on the Status of Women to give priority at 'its 1982
session to the question of preparations for the 1985 Conference'.

7. The Commission accordingly dealt with the question and reported and made
certain recommendations to the Economic and Social Council in the early part of
1982. In response to the Commission's report and proposals, the 'Council adopted
resolution 1982/26 of 4 May 1982, by which it decided, inter alia, to designate the
Commission as the preparatory body for the Conference.

8. The question of preparations for the Conference was further considered by the
General Assembly later in the same year. The Assembly adopted resolution 37/60 of
3 December 1982, by which it,endorsed the Council's decisions concerning
preparations for the Conference and took a number of other decisions relevant
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thereto. Pursuant to paragraph 5 of that resolution, the Secretary-General
appointed Mrs. L. Shahani, Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs, as Secretary-General of the Conference.

10. The General Assembly considered the report of the Commission acting as the
Preparatory Body on its first session (including the provisional agenda proposed
for the Conference) and the Council's decisions concerning preparations for the
1985 Conference, as well as other related matters, at its thirty-eighth session.
As a result of this consideration the Assembly adopted resolution 38/108 of
16 December 1983, by which it decided to accept with appreciation the offer of the
Government of Kenya to act as host to the Conference in Nairobi in 1985, took note
of the Commission's reports and endorsed its recommendations, and considered that
at the Conference particular attention would be paid (in connection with item 7 of
the provisional agenda) to the problems of women in territories under racist
colonial rule and in territories under foreign occupation, on the basis of
appropriate documentation from the international conferences, held at Mexico City
and Copenhagen, on women under the themes of equality, development and peace.

11. The Commission acting as the Preparatory Body for the Conference held its
second session from 27 February to 7 March 1984, under the chairmanship of
Rosario G. Manalo (Philippines). Its report on that session 4/ was considered by
the Economic and Social Council, which by its decision 1984/125 of 24 May 1984,
took note of the report, and approved the recommendations contained in the report
and decided to transmit it to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session. At
that session the Assembly dealt once again with the subject of preparations for the
ConfE!renCe and on 14 December 1984 adopted resolution 39/129, by which it
reiterated its appreciation to the Government of Kenya for offering to act as host
to the Conference in Nairobi from 15 to 26 July1985J urged all Member States to
make all efforts to ensure the success of the Conference; took note of the
Preparatory Body's second report and endorsed the recommendations made therein, and
made a number of recommendations concerning documents to be submitted to the
Preparatory Body at its third session and documents to be submitted to the
Conference. In the final paragraph of the resolution, the Assembly decided to
include in the provisional agenda of its fortieth session the item "United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace".

12. A third session of the Commission on the Status of women acting as the
Preparatory Body for the Conference was held at Vienna from 4 to 13 March 1985,
under the chairmanship of Rosario G. Manalo (Philippines). As explained in the
report on that session, 5/ the Preparatory Body was unable to complete its business
at that time, including consideration of the Secretary-General's report
(A/CONF.116/pC/21) concerning the principal item on the agenda, as well as of
certain other items (the draft provisional rules of procedure for the Conference,
and certain organizational matters). It decided that certain of the unfinished
items should be referred to the Economic and Social Council for consideration r~

9. The Commission on the Status of Women acting as the P~eparatory Body for the
Conference held its first session at Vienna in February/March 1983, under the
chairmanship of Olajumoke Oladayo Obafemi (Nigeria). In its report 11 on the
session it addressed a number ef recommendations, including the text of the
provisional agenda for the Conference, to the Economic and Social Council, which in
response thereto adopted decision 1983/132 of 26 May 1983, in addition, on the same
date the Council adopted resolution 1983/28 concerning more specifically the
participation of non-governmental organizations in consultative sta~us with the
Council in the Conference and in the preparatory process at the national and
regional levels.
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its! first regular session of 1985. In this connection, by decision 39/459 of
12 April 1985, the General Assembly decided, inter alia, "to request the Commission
on the Status of Women acting as the preparatory Body for the Conference to resume
its third session in New York for a period of not more than seven days starting
from 29 April 1985, in order to complete successfully its preparatory work "

13. Accordingly, the Preparatory Body met in resumed third session and as an
open-ended working group at united Nations Headquarters from 29 April to
7 May 1985. With respect to the principal item on its agenda, it decided !I to
transmit to the Conference a text consisting partly of agreed recommendations and
partly of proposals that were not agreed (separately identified) concerning
"Forward-looking Strategies of implementation for the advancement of women and
concrete measures to overcome obstacles to the achievement of the goals and
objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women for the period 1986 to the
Year 2000: Equality, Development and Peace". 11

14. In conformity with Assembly decision 39/459, the Economic and Social Council,
in the course of its session from 7 to 21 May 1985, gave priority to the results of
the Preparatory Body's celiberations. The Council decided, inter alia, to invite
Mrs. Rosario Manalo (Philippines), Chairman of the Commission on the Status of
Women acting as the Preparatory Body for the World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace at its third and resumed third sessions, to hold informal
consultations in New York, prior to the Conference, with a view to facilitating the
deliberations of the Conference regarding the Forward-looking Strategies for the
advancement of women and concrete measures to overcome obstacles to the achievement
of the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women for the period
1986 to the Year 2000: Equality, Development and Peace - and to make the results
of those consultations available to the Conference as appropriate.

15. The Council decided in its resolution 1985/46 of 31 May 1985 to transmit to
the Conference the report of the Secretary-General reviewing the issue of women and
development in the medium-term plans of the organizations of the United Nations
system.

16. By its decision 1985/158 the Council transmitted to the Conference the report
of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the
achievements of and obstacles encountered by States parties in the implementation
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
It also transmitted the report of the Secretary-General on the participation of
non-governmental organizations in the United Nations Decade for Women.

17. The Economic and Social Council considered the provisional rules of procedure
for the Confe~ence during its session. At its 26th meeting, on 31 May 1985, by
decision 1985/158 the Council authorized its Bureau to continue making every effort
through informal consultations to assist in resolving outstanding issues relating
to the rules of ,procedure for the Conference and to submit the results to the
Council at a resumption of its first regular session of 1985, on 20 June 1985. At
its resumed session, the Council by decision 1985/164 recommended a formulation of
rule 6 relating to the composition of the General Committee of the Conference. The
outstanding question of rules 32-44 was referred to the Conference.

18. The Conference was preceded by intergovernmental preparatory meetings
organized by the regional commissions, in co-operation with the secretariat of the
Conference, the specialized agencies and other bodies concerned. These regional
meetings were held at the places and on the dates mentioned below:



Notes

21 A/ODNF.116/PC/25.

Arusha, 8-12 October 1984

Vienna, 15-19 OCtober 1984

Havana, 19-23 November 1984

Tokyo, 26-30 March 1984

Baghdad, 3-6 December 1984

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific

Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean

Economic Commission for Western Asia

Economic Commission for Europe
(Seminar on the economic role of women
in the ECE region)

11 See document A/OONF.116/l2.

!I A/ODNF.116/PC/19 and Corr.l and Add.l and Corr.l.

11 A/OONF.116/PC/9 and Corr.l and Add.l.

19. At these regional intergovernmental meetings and the Seminar various
recommendations, some dealing with matters of specific interest to the region
concerned, were adopted for submission to the Conference. !I

20. In addition, documentary and statistical material designed to illustrate the
evolution of the status of women in recent times was gathered by specialized
agencies and other bodies and organs of the United Nations system and issued in
documents for submission to the Conference. An intergovernmental body - the
Organization of African Unity - prepared jointly with the Sconomic Commission for
Africa a document relating to the position of women living under a regime of
apartheid. Many non-governmental organizations having an interest in the topics to
be considered by the Conference arranged meetings or seminars dealing with such
topics and prepared statements or documents addressed to the Conference. (See the
list of documents in annex III to this report.)

!I See the report of the Mexico City Conference, United Nations pUblication,
Sales No. E.76.IV.l (E/OONF.66/34).

!I See the report on the resumed third session (A/OONF. l16/25/Add. 1-3) and
annex.

!I For the texts of the recommendations and of the reports (or extracts
thereof) of the regional intergovernmental meetings, see the relevant report of the
Secretary-General (A/ODNF.116/9).

11 See the report of the Copenhagen Conference, United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.aO.IV.3 and Corr. (A/OONF.94/35), in particUlar resolution 33 (the
draft of which had been introduced by the delegation of Kenya on behalf of a number
of countries, see ibid., para. 420).
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Chapter III

ATTENDANCE AND ORGANI ZA~ ,:ON OF \«>RJ{

A. Date and place of the Conference

21. The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, was held at Nairobi
from 15 to 26 July 1985, in conformity with General Assembly resolution 39/129 of
14 December :984. During that period the Conference held 20 plenary meetings.

B. Pre-Conference consultations
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22. Pre-Conference consultation~ open to all States invited to participate in the
Conference were held at Nairobi on 13 and 14 July 1985 to consider a number of
procedural and organizational matters. These and other informal consultations were
conducted under the chairmanship of Mrs. Rosario Manalo (Philippines), who had been
Presiding Officer of the Commission acting as the Preparatory Body for the
Conference. The report on the consultations (A!CONF.116/L.l and Add.l) was
submitted to the Conference and its recommendations were accepted as the basis for
the organization of the Conference's work, including the recommendation concerning
the structure of the Conference's report.

C. Attendance

23. The following States were represented at the Conference:

lication,

ication,
(the
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-3) and

!lets
l:'t of the

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
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Chile
China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Democratic Kampuchea
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
Democratic Yemen
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia



German Democratic Republic
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Holy See
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Lao People's Democratic RepUblic
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Mauritania
Maur-itius
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Mozambique
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Ni,:aragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
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Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippine,s
Poland
Pol~tuga1

Republic of Korea
Romania
Rwanda
Saint Christopher and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Solomon Islands
S01!!alia
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swc.~iland

Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
l'~!"key

Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socia1ist­

R~public

Union of Soviet Socialist
RepubHcs

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland
United Republic of Tanzania
United States of America
Uruguay
Vanuatu
Venezuela
viet Nam
Yp.men
Y'Jgoslavia
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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2~. The united Nations Council for Namibia and the Special Committee against
A1·artheid were represented at the Conference.

25. The Palestine Liberation Organization and the South West Africa People's
Organization attended the Conference in the capacity of observers.

26. The following national liberation movements were represented by observers:

African National Congress (South Africa)
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania

27. Members of the secretariat of the following united Nations offices were
pr.esent throughout or during part of the Conference:

Office of the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co-operati~n

Department of International Economic and Social Affairs
Departm~nt of Technical Co-operation for Development
Department of Political and Security Affairs
Department of Public Information

28. The secretariats of the following regional commissions were represented at the
Crmference:

Economic Commission for tatin America and the Caribbean
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Economic Commission for Africa
Economic Commission for Western Asia

29. The following United Nations bodies and programmes were also represented:

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
United Nations Children's Fund
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Environment Programme
United Nations Fund for pop"lation Activities
United Nations Development Fund for Women
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the

Advancement of Women
United Nations Institute for Training and Research
United Nations Office for Emergency Operations in Africa
United Nations Sudano-Sahe1ian Office
United Nations Unive=sity
World Food Programme
Federation of International Civil Servants Associations
International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT

30. Representatives of the following specialized agencies and rel~ted

organizations participated in the work of the Conference:

International Labour Organisation
Food an1 Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and CUltural Organization
International Civil Aviation Organization
World Meteorological Organization
World Health Organization
World Bank
International Fund for Agricultural Development

31. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented by observers:

Arab Fund for Economic and Social DeveloP.ment
Arab Gulf Programme for the United Nations Development Organizations
Arab Labour Organization
Caribbean Community Secretariat
Commonwealth Secretariat
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
Council of Europe
European Cbmmunity
Inter-American Development Bank
Intergovernmental Committee for Migration
International Center for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries
League of Arab States
Nordic Council
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Organization of African Unity
Organization of American States (Inter-American Commission of Women)
Organization of the Islamic Conference

32. A large number of non-governmental organizations in consultative status with
the Economic and Social Council, or on the Roster, attended the COnference. The
list of participants is given in document A/OONF.ll6/INF.l.

D. Opening of the COnference and election of its President

33. The Conference was called to order by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. In the course of his address he stated that the purpose of the COnference
was to draw up a balance sheet of results Obtained and of the many probiems
remaining to be solved before women could stand everywhere b~side men with rights
and opportunities equal not only in law but also in fact. He pointed out that the
United Nations had consistently played an important role in supporting efforts to
improve the lives and status of women around the world by providing a forum for
discussions and by developing the necessary international instruments and
strategies. In this important sphere, as in others, the endeavours of the United
Nations had been shaped by, and constituted a response to, the process of rapid
change which had marked the 40 years since the establishment of the Organization.

34. Be said that the International Women's Year 1975 had been an important event
i.n that it directed the world community' s at~ention not only to the needs but also
to the strength of women. Moreover, women themselves increasingly expressed the
view that they shared many problems and aspirations which transcended national
boundaries as well as cultural and political backgrounds. Emphasizing the
interrelatedness of the themes of the Decade - equality, development and peace - he
noted the relatively greater progress made towards equality and the increasing
recognition of the relatio~ship between development and the advancement of women.
The issues of women's advancement could not be separated from those of peace, and
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it was heartening to note that women were participating increasingly in the
struggle for peace and disarmament. No doubt, the deliberations of the Ccnference
would reflect political, economic and social realities, though it could hardly be
expected to offer solutions to problems that had fer long been and were still being
discussed in other United Nations forums. In its discussions the Conference should
not lose sight of the need to preserve and build upon the gains achieve,'t during the
Decade, on the basis of the bro~d and genuine support of the entire international
community.

35. Reviewing the achievements of the Decade, he said that to expect that the
goals of women's equality with men and full participation in the life of s~iety

would be attained in so short a span of time was to belittle the magnitude of the
task. However, compared with 1975, there was in 1985 a much greater awaIeness of
women's problems, greater advocacy of their rights and greater understanding ~~

their needs. Most importantly, this ,increased awareness was widely shared by women
themselves. Govp.rnments had enacted legislation outlawing discrimination based on
l ex, and national mechanisms to ensure respect of women's rights had been set up.
Women were beginning to make their presence felt in the public life of; their
countries. The growin9,'appreciation of the diverse roles which women could play in
society had been responsible for many of the positive achievements of the Decade,
particularly in the areas of health, education and employment. The emphasis on
primary health care moved the focus to women, the educational gap between girls and
boys had narrowed, especially in developing countries, and there had been an
increasing erosion of the fallacious "role model" that depicted women as
essentially unproductive in the economic sense.

36. The Secretary-General added that the United Nations Decade fo~ Women had
coincided with a period in which the world economy had run an uneasy course. In
this context, women had suffered partiCUlarly from cutbacks in public investments
in social programmes due to ec!onomic difficulties and the necessary process of
adjustment. Even in these difficult economic times, however, the Decade had
registerecl significant progress. For instance, there had been an increase in the
number of countries - from 28 in 1978 to 90 in 1983 - with equal pay leqislation on
their statute books. Qualitative and quantitative changes had taken place in
women's participation in the labour force. The woman of the twenty-first century
would enjoy better education and possess higher skills than the women of 1975, and
would be better informed about her rights and obligations in society. The greater
awareness of woroen~s issues was attributable in large measure to the valuable
efforts of the non-governmental community with which the United Nations system
continued to collaborate closely.

37. Concluding, the Si:tcretary-General said that the posi tive trends of the Decade
were encouraging. At t~e same time he noted that the challenge remained how to
maintain the momentum ~lyond the Decade and to intensify international co-operation
in this vital area. A sense of shared purpose and direction, a renewed cal~mitment

to the Plan of Action of Mexico City, the Programme of Action adopted at
Copenhagen, the goals and objectives of the Decade and to the Charter of the United
Nations ought to be a beacon to guide the world community through the days and
years ahead. The effo~ts to ensure equality of women's rights with those of men
must not flag. He was confident that the international community, working in
concert, would respond to the challenges of the promotion of peace, fostering of
economic and social development and the universal observance of human rights. He
stressed that without the full partner~hip of women and men, goals would remain
elusive and, in this light, viewed the close of the United Nations Decade for Women
as really only a beginning.
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38. In an inaugural address, His Excellency the Honourable Daniel T. arap Moi,
President of the Republic of Kenya, welcomed the delegations and thanked the
SecretarY-General and the Secretariat of the united Nations for the support they
had extended to the host Government in connection with preparations for the
Conference.

39. He referred to the formidable task confronting the delegations and to the
numerous matters on the agenda which bore vitally on the destiny of mankind.
Throughout history, and in all parts of the world, the human community had been
concerned with the issues of equality, development and peace, and hence it was
fitting and indeed inevitable that these matters should form part of the agenda of
a conference convened to discuss the status and well-being of more than half of the
world's population.

40. The world community's preoccupation with the integration of women in the
mainstream of human progress was of relatively recent date. Despite the progress
made in almost every field of human striving, efforts to alleviate the plight of
women had aChieved less than the world community had a capacity to accomplish.
However, one point of agreement was that a start had been made and that humanity
could not afford to slow down the momentum in a field so crucial to the well-being
of mankind.

41. Noting that the Conference was taking place on the eve of celebrations to mark
the fortieth anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations, he stressed
that this was a special and historic occasion for reviewing and appraising the
aChievements of 10 years of international resolve and commitment to improve the
status of women and to formulate viable strategies for the promotion of the
advancement of women in the years ahead.

42. In this context, he referred to the action taken by the General Assembly since
1975 to improve the status of women, and considered that the world community had
come a long way since the Mexico City Conference. By the time international action
was taken, Kenya, among others, had enacted legislative and constitutional
provisions guaranteeing to all citizens inalienable rights irrespective of sex,
creed, . race or ethnic origins. Kenya had in additJon ratified the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, a~d Kenya was both a
contributor to and beneficiary of the United Nations Development Fund for Women"
At the national level, women in Kenya were involved in the identification,
formulation and implementation of development activities, starting from the village
level, and women had begun to enter the legal, medical, engineering and veterinary
professions which had previously been male-dominated.

43. In conclusion, the President of Kenya reaffirmed his country's total
commitment and determinat~~n to continue assisting Kenyan women to attain even
greater successes in the coming years, and he expressed the hopes of Kenya that the
deliberations of the Conference would be inspired and tempered by the desire to
succeed. tn this context, he stressed that, while differences of opinion were
bound to arise over certain issues at the Conference as at any other, nonetheless
it was vital that the objectives and aspirations of the Conference should not be
submerged by rhetoric which might attract immediate and wide attention, but from
which the COnference and, above all, the women of the world would gain little. The
success of this Conference would also depend crucially on the will of all
Governments to implement its recommendations, for without this will resolutions
would remain mere paper monuments. Yet, while it was the duty of Governments to
take action, the onus remained on women to unite and take full advantage of the
opportunities so cr~ated.
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44. He stressed that women formed the most important element and performed
literally vital functions in all societies. After a Decade of varying attempts to
advance the cause of women, he said, the years ahead should witness resolute action
to eradicate obstacles to the advancement of women. The delegations owed it to the
women of the world to produce a final document that would prove that the journey to
Nairobi in 1985 had not been in vain.

45. The President of the Republic of Kenya formally declared the Conference open.

46. At its 1st meeting on 15 July 1985 the Conference elected by acclamation
Miss Margaret Kenyatta, the head of the delegation of Kenya, as the President of
the Conference. In her acceptance speech, she expressed her own and her country's
gratitude to the delegates for electing her to this high office. Indeed, she said,
all Africa was honoured by the decision of the world community to accept the offer
of the Government of Kenya to host the Conference, especially during the year
mat'king the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations.

47. Reviewing the major achievements for the advancement of women sinc~ the
establishment of the United Nations in 1945, she cited the Preamble of the United
Nations Charter which reaffirmed faith in fundamental human rights, in the'dignity
and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women, and of nations
large and small. She also particularly mentioned the pioneering work of the United
Nations Commission on the Status of Women which had made many significant
recommendations for promoting women's social, economic and political rights, and
had prepared several important international conventions on such subjects as the
political rights of women, the nationality of women, age and consent to marriage
etc. The adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women was a significant contribution to the
advancement of women. Other achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women
included the Mexico City and Copenhagen Conferences and the World Plan of Action
and the Programme of Action adopted, respectively, in Mexico City in 1975 and in
Copenhagen in 1980. She stressed that these were mutually complementary
instruments, not two separate ones. Their implementation involved not only
Governments, but also agencies and bodies of the United Nations system, and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

48. She expressed the hope that all delegations would show good will in order to
enable the Conference to make a serious contribution to the advancement of women.
For her part, she added that she would do her best to merit the confidence which
the Conference had placed in her.

E. Messages from Heads of State or Government

49. The COnference received messages wishing it success addressed to it by the
Heads of State or Government of Algeria, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Comoros, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Dominica, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mongolia, Pakistan, Poland, Republic of Korea,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and
TObago, Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia and
Zambia.
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F. Other messages

50. A message was received from Her Majesty the Queen of Jordan.

51. A message was received from the Chairman of the Palestine Liberation
Organization.

G. Adoption of the rules of procedure (agenda item 3)

52. At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 July 1985, the Conference adopted the
provisional rules of procedure as contained in document A/CONF.116/2,* as revised
in the light of the acceptance by the Conference of the Economic and Social
Council's recommendations regarding rules 6 and 15 (see document A/CONF.116/l7).**

53. Following discussions during the pre-Conference consultations on matters of
procedure, the President, immediately after the adoption of the rules of procedure,
made the following statement:

"In my capacity as President of the Conference, and with the concurrence
of all groups concerned, I wish to make the following statement.

54.
agel
whic

*
**

The square brackets in chapter VIII (Decision-making) were removed.

The text of the two rules reads:

"Elections

"Rule 6

"The Conference shall elect the following officers: a President, one
Vice-President for Co-ordination, twenty-nine other Vice-Presidents, a
Rapporteur-General and a Presiding Officer for each of the Main Committees
established in accordance with rule 45.

"Decisions concerning organization

"Rule 15

"1. The Conference shall, to the extent possible, at its first meeting:

(a) Elect its officers and constitute its subsidiary bodiesJ

Cb) Adopt its rules of procedureJ

(c) Adopt its agenda, the draft of which shall, until such adoption, be
the provisional agenda of the ConferenceJ

Cd) Decide on the organization of its work.

"2. Recommendations resulting from pre-conference consultations shall, in
principle, be acted on without further discussion."
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-Without prejudice to the rules of procedure of the Conference which have
been adopted, in particular rule 34, and without setting a precedent, a
general understanding has emerged as a result of consultations whereby all
documents of the Conference, in particular the Forward-looking Strategies
document under item 8 of the Conference agenda, should be adopted by
consensus.-

H. Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 4)

54. At the 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 July 1985, the Conference adopted as its
agenda the provisional agenda (A/CONF.116/l) recommended by the Preparatory Body,
which was as follows:

1. Opening of the Conference.

2. Election of the President.

3. Adoption of the rules of procedure.

4. Adoption of the agenda.

5. Election of officers other than the President.

6. Other organizational matters:

(a) Allocation of items to the Main Committees ~nd organization of workJ

(b) Credentials of representatives to the Conference:

(i) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee,

(ii) Report of the Credentials Committee.

7. Critical review and appraisal of progress achieved and obstacles
encountered in attaining the goals and objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and the sub-theme:
Employment, Health and Education, bearing in mind the guidelines laid
down at the World Conference of the International Women's Year, held at
Mexico City, and the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, held at Copenhagen:

(a) Progress achieved and obstacles encountered at national, regional
and international levels to attain the goal and objective of
equality,

(b) Progress achieved and obstacles encountered at national, regional
and international levels to attain the goal and objective of
development,

(c) Progress achieved and obstacles encountered at national, regional
and international levels to attain the goal and objective of peace.
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MS. Helen Ware (Australia)

(a) Strategies and measures at the national, regional and international
levels to achieve the goal of equalitYJ

Forward-looking Strategies of implementation for the advancement of women
for the period up to the year 2000, and concrete measures to ove:,~ome

obstacles to the achievement of the goals and objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and the
sub-theme: Employment, Health and Education, bearing in mind the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade 'and the establishment of a new international economic
order:

(c) Strategies and measures at the national, regional and international
level to achieve the goal of peace.

(b) Strategies and measures at the national, regional and international
levels to achieve the goal of developmentJ

8.

Rapporteur:

Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. Billie Miller (Barbados)
Ms. Konjit Sine Giogis (Ethiopia)
Ms. Eva Szilagyi (Hungary)

Second Committee

Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. Laetitia van den Assum (Netherlands)
Ms. Olimpia Solomonescu (Romania)
Ms. Kulsum Saifallah (Pakistan)

Rapporteur: Ms. Diaroumeye Gany (Niger)

I. Election of officers other than the President (agenda item 5)

9. Adoption of the report of the Conference.

56. Mrs. Elena Lagadinova (Bulgaria) was elected Rapporteur-General.

55. At its 2nd plenary meeting on 15 July 1985 the Conference elected
Mr. Tom Vraalsen (Norway) Vice-President for Co-ordination and the following
29 States as Vice-Presidents: Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Burundi, Chad,
Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, France, German Democratic
Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland,
Japan, Liberia, Mali, Nicaragua, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic of Tanzania, Vepezuela, Zambia.

58. The First and Second Committees elected their Deputy Presiding Officers and
Rapporteurs:

57. The Conference elected Mrs. Cecilia Lopez (Colombia) Presiding Officer of: the
First Committee and Mrs. Rosario Manalo (Philippines) Presiding Officer of the!
Second Committee.
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J. Other organizational matters (agenda item 6)

1. Allocation of agenda items

59. At its 3rd plenary meeting on 16 July 1985 the COnference decided that items 1
to 7 and 9 would be considered in plenary meetings and that item 8 would be
considered by the Main COmmittees. (For the distribution of the work as between
the two COmmittees in relation to item 8, in particular consideration of the
document concerning FOrward-looking Strategies (A/OONF.116/12), see document
A/OONF.116/L.2.)

mal 2. Credentials of representatives to the COnference

Ina1

,,
of

the

d

60. In conformity with rule 4 of the rules of procedure the ~. ;erence at its 2nd
plenary meeting on 15 July 1985 established a Credentials Committee composed of the
following States: Bhutan, China, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Paraguay, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America.

K. Implications of COnference decisions for the programme
budget of the united Nations

61. At the 19th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1985, before the consideration of the
recommendations of the Main Committees, the Secretary of the COnference stated that
any provisions of decisions taken or resolutions adopted by the COnference that had
implications for the programme budget of the United Nations would be brought to the
attention of the General Assembly by the Secretariat at the time when the Assembly
considered the report of the COnference.
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Chapter IV

SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL DEBATE

62. The general debate, which took place in the course of 14 plenary meetings from
16 to 24 Ju1y 1985, covered the range of topics to be considered by the Conference,
including not only item 7 but also item 8 of the agenda, which was more
specifically the Concern of the Main Committees. All speakers expressed
appreciation of the efforts made by the host State and by the secretariat in
preparing for the Conference.

63. The representatives of States and the observers who addressed the Conference,
as well as the representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations bodies,
programmes and offices who made statements, commented on the various issues to be
dealt with by the Conference. Some intergovernmental organizations also made
statements in the plenary. Statements were made on behalf of a number of
non-governmental organizations.

64. Opening the general debate at the third plenary meeting on 16 JUly 1985,
Mrs. L. Shahani, Secretary-General of the Conference, stated that the united
Nations Decade for Women had brought additional benefits and rights to women, but
the possibilities to realize these benefits and rights under favourable conditions
had significantly decreased in consequence of the recent difficult economic
situation. At the same time it was becoming increasingly clear that political and
economic problems could not be solved without the full participation of women in
shaping the future of society and contributing to international peace and
security. The values, aspirations and ideals of women could reorient a troubled
and violent world. women represented the new hope as the world prepared for the
coming century.

65. She said that the value of the Decade as a symbol and mechanism ought not to
be underestimated, for it had moved Governments and non-governmental organizations
all over the world to. take action benefiting women. Although in many instances
performance had fallen short of promise, the important point was that an
irreversible process, far-reaching in its implications, had been set in motion by
the Decade.

66. During the Decade significant lessons had been learnt about the actual status
and role of women in their societies. There was also a better understanding of the
processes which gave rise to problems and conflicts common to women in different
cultures. There was greater awareness of the ways in which global economic and
political issues directly affected the lives of women. The organized women's
movement initiated in the nineteenth century had become a global force. The
mechanism of the Decade had caused the invisible majority of humankind - the
women - to become more visible on the global scene.

67. Noting the subs tantial progress made towards legal equali ty and the
ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women by over 70 States, she drew attention to the fact that actual changes
had not kept pace with legislative provisions. Since there was no guarantee that
economic growth would automatically enhance the dignity of women, she stressed the
need to re-examine the meaning of "integration of women in development" to ensure
that development would not perpetuate the position of women as a disadvantaged
group or increase their "double burden" without adequate remuneration. With regard
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to peace, the Decade had succeeded in creating public awareness of the need for
women to take an active role in promoting peace and disarmament, particularly
through participation in peace movements. It seemed necessary at the end of the
Decade to expand and deepen pUblic understanding in order that peace would also be
understood as the absence of conditions that produce violence at the family, local,
national and international levels.

68. She reviewed the progress made with respect to sub-themes of the Decade,
employment, education and health. She drew attention to new and continuing
challenges in each of these areas.

69. She referred to the obstacles encountered during the Decade which hampered the
advancement of women. At the international level, she identified these obstacles
as including threats to global peace and security, the escalation of the arms race,
foreign aggression and domination, racial discrimination, and exploitative economic
relations among nations. At the national level, the obstacles were attitudes which
perceived women as inferior to men, and the insufficient understanding and
recognition of maternity as a distinct and essential social function which could
only be performed by women and therefore deserved full recognition and required
specific support.

70. Turning next to Forward-looking Strategies, she said that the close
interrelationship of the three goals of the Decade, equality, development and
peace, was more evident in 1985 than it had been in 1975 or 1980. It was one of
the main messages of the Decade that women's participation in, and their
contribution to, society must be envisaged as a composite and integral whole.
Although the FOrward-looking Strategies dealt with new areas, it also addressed
itself to issues similar to those treated in the Plan of Action of Mexico City,
1975, and the Programme of Action adopted in Copenhagen in 1980, showing that the
surface had only been scratched and much remained to be done.

71. She said that the impoverishment of women was on the increase, a phenomenon
known as the feminization of poverty. A new approach to development was
materializing that sought la reformulate and broaden the goals of development in
terms of equity, redistributive justice, human dignity and national sovereignty.
However, it required that women themselves define their own needs, values,
strategies and goals and mednt the exercise by women of power within and outside
the home. The road from the feminization of poverty to the exercise of power by
women was a long and painful one, but the march of women, globally and
hand-in-hand, had already begun.

72. In concluding, she said that the Conference represented hope and challenge for
women the world over, but this hope ought to be justified through a manifestation
of the political will of Governments to provide the required policies, resources
and programmes that would benefit women, particularly at the grass-roots level.

73. The representatives of practically all States participating in the Conference
who spoke in the general debate considered that the Conference was a welcome
opportunity for casting a critical look at what had been achieved since 1975 to
enhance the status of women and for looking forward to the period up to the
year 2000 in which, they hoped, the many still unfulfilled aspirations of women
would be realized. In that sense, they said, the Conference should be regarded not
merely as the end of an epoCh but also as heralding a better future for women.
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14. Many delegations expressed the view that the holding of the Conference in 1985
was significant, for not only did it mark the close of the United Nations Decade
for Women, but it was also the fortieth anniversary year of the establishment of
the United Nations. Some recalled the victory over fascism in the Second World War
that had p~Q~~ted the founders of the Organization to set up a framework within
which States co~ld work together in order to achiev~ the purposes and give effect
to t~e principles of the Charter, and emphasized the contribution of women to the
victOly. They considered that those purposes and principles, spelt out in broad
terms in the Charter, were still valid and that the objectives of the Decade
coincided with them.

15. Delegations expressed satisfaction with the fact that the Conference was being
held in the continent of Africa, in Nairobi, and many paid a tribute to those women
of Africa who, along with their peoples, had won national liberation and those
still struggling for liberation and were now contributing appreciably to the quest
for their countries' independent development.

16. Some representatives stated that 1985 was also the twenty-fifth anniversarj of
the adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which had played an important role
in improving the situation of women.

11. Many representatives recognized the catalytic role of the initiatives taken by
the United Nations, through its proelamation of the I~ternational Women's Year and
subsequently the United Nations Decade for Women, in raising the level of
consciousness of the world community concerning the inequalities existing between
men and women, and the need for women's full participation and integration within
all sectors of national life in order to accelerate development.

18. It was widely recognized and reaffirmed that the Declaration and the World
Plan of Action adopted at the World Conference of the International Women's Year,
held at Mexico City in 1915, and the Programme cl Action adopted at the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, held at Copenhagen in 1980,
together provided a broad policy and planning framework, as well as specific
guidelines and priorities, for action to be taken at the national, regional and
international levels. Many representatives cited major achievements during the
Decade at those levels. A number of them expressed the ~pinion that, together with
the decisions of the Conference, the historic Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the United Nations Declaration on the
Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-operation, should
form the basis for activities furthering the advancement of women in decades to
come, in particular for achieving equality for women and respect for their rights.

19. Several representatives were of the view that other international instruments
and strategies should be taken into account in the formulation of Forward-loo~ing

Strategies, irccluding the International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade, the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order and the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States. They also referred to the declarations of the Sixth
and the Seventh Conferences of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries.
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Review and appraisal of progress achieved and obstacles encountered during
the Decade

80. All delegations stated that the major task of the Conference was to review the
activities of the past 10 years in implementing the World Plan of Action and the
Programme for the Second Half of the Decade at the national, regional and
international levels. In reviewing the achievements of the Decade in advancing the
status of women, most representatives acknowledged significant progress towards the
attainment of the objectives of the Decade. Many representatives stressed the
important role played by women in defence of peace, in national liberation
struggles, in national construction, defence and production, as well as in the
cultural and social fields.

81. Many representatives recognized that a 10-year period was a short span of time
in history and that it would hardly have been possible in that time to effect the
profound transformation required to' ac~ieve all the objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women, despite notable progress made in many areas. Because of
this limited time, and owing to continued and accentuated economic and political
difficulties, particularly during the second half of the Decade, the potential of
women was in many respects still under-utilized. They considered that the'human
resource represented by the female majority of the popUlation should be mobilized
and enlisted n~re widely in the cause of the advancement not only of women but also
of their countries' national economic and social situation. There were no grounds
for complacency, they said, for at a time when whole regions of Africa were
suffering the ravages of drought and famine and when many countries were beset by
economic recession, it was a grievous waste of resources to ignore the potential
contribution women could make to a betterment of national life.

82. Many delegations stressed that the three themes of the Decade and of the
Conference were closely interrelated. There could not be real and sustained
economic and social development, they said, except in an environment of peace, nor
could the equality of the sexes become a reality in the absence of such
development. They expressed the hope that the Conference's recommendations would
be such as to encourage Governments to strengthen their resolve to work for a
better future for women, who were the principal concern of the Conference, and
indeed for all humanity. They appreciated that opinions might differ as to the
policies most likely to lead to the fulfilment of the hopes voiced by women and men
everywhere for a secure existence under conditions of justice and equality. But
they also felt that in the course of the Decade Governments and people had gained a
greater awareness of the situations that needed correcting and that, partly as a
result of the activities deployed under the auspices of the united Nations and its
associated agencies and subsidiary bodies, attitudes had changed, traditional views
being gradually superseded by progressive ones with respect to the status of
women. They considered that a spirit of co-operation among the participants in the
Conference should make it possible to work out recommendations that might serve as
guidelines for future action at the national, regional and international level for
achieving, by the year 2000, the objectives desired by the Conference.

83. Many countries pointed out that the progress towards the advancement of women
during the Decade had been variable; different countries had achieved progress in
different respects, depending upon the conditions and needs of society. For
instance, representatives of countries with centrally planned economies reported
that these countries had achieved full legal and de facto equality of women and
intensified their efforts to enhance the participation of women in policy and
decision-making bodies at all .levels of society and in all fields of science and
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technology. The representatives of countries with developed market economies
reported that in these countries equality of the sexes had been sUbstantially
achieved in legislation, and in employment, education and health, and stressed
intensified efforts for the participation of women in society in accordance with
women's own needs, priorities and aspirations. Representatives of developing
countries, on the other hand, noting some progress especially in legislation,
literacy, education and employment, reported the growing importance of the role
played by self-reliant, grass-roots organizations of women. They also reported
efforts for more effective integration of women in agricultural, industrial and
services programmes and projects.

84. Many representatives noted that during the Decade increasing numbers of women
had assumed the role of sole or principal breadwinners and that a visible growth in
the number of female-headed households had occurred. Many developing countries
noted, however, the difficulties confronted by these women in gaining access to
resources and infrastructure, such as housing. The representatives of countries
with centrally planned economies mentioned significant progress in their countries
towards enabling women to combine effectively their roles as mothers with their
roles as producers and wage-earners. Representatives of countries with developed
market economies also reported important progress in their countries as regards the
social services that enabled women to carry on a gainful occupation and at the same
time to fulfil their family responsibilities; in addition, they reported a growing
trend towards the sharing of child care responsibilities between women and men.

85. It was noted that, whereas most significant progress had been made towards the
legal equality of the sexes, the fact that such equality was not attained in
reality in all fields meant variable and, in some countries, disappointing levels
of integration of women in different sectors and areas of social, economic and
political development, and in the peace process. Because women's access to
productive resources, to health, education and employment was not fully achieved,
and because women's integration in nop-traditional sectors and areas had been a
relatively slow and recent process, much remained to be done beyond the Decade.
This state of affairs necessitated particular attention to appropriate strategies
and mechanisms that would redress the situation.

86. Some representatives particularly mentioned .their countries' support for the
United Nations system during the Decade (e.g., Voluntary Fund for the United
Nations Decade for Women, United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations
Development Programme, United Nations International Research and Training Institute
for the Advancement of Women, United Nations High Commissioner for Ref~gees and the
International Labour Organisation). Many representatives, mentioning their
appreciation to the secretariat for the Conference, the Branch for the Advancement
of Women of-the centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, called for
the further strengthening of the Branch as a focal point within the United
Nations. Some representatives drew attention to a cross-organizational revie~ of
the activities of the United Nations system for the advancement of women by the
Economic and Social Council, and indicated that Member States were eager that the.
United Nations system should achieve effective results. Other representatives
stated that adequate machinery must be devised to ensure that the United Nations
system continues and strengthens its involvement with women's issues after the end
of the Decade. Yet other representatives emphasized the need to make maximum and
effective use of existing facilities within the united Nations system.

87. A large number of representatives stated that their countries had established
or strengthened the governmental machinery for promoting the advancement of women.
These institutions were reported to range from full-fledged ministries, to
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departments, commissions, committees and bureaux. Measures were also being taken
to strengthen those which had been established before the Decade and additional
efforts were reported to introduce institutional measures that would facilitate the
integration of women in all mainstream sectoral activities.
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88. Since the situation of women was considered to be much alike within particular
regions many delegates praised the numerous regional activities undertaken for
promoting the advancement of the status of women. These included the women's
programmes of the regional commissions of the United Nations, and the other
activities carried out at the regional level by such organizations as the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), the COuncil for Mutual Economic
Assistance, the Nordic countries, the Group of Non-Aligned and other Developing
Countries, and the Inter-American Commission of Women of the Organization of
American States. In this connection, many countries reported that conferences,
regional and international meetings and collaborative research had been organized
in preparation for the Conference.'

89. The great majority of representatives referred to obstacles to the achievement
of the goals and objectives of the united Nations Decade for Women encountered at
the international, regional and national levels.

90. It was widely recognized that international obstacles included; world
political tension and instability, the arms race especially in its nuclear aspects
and the danger of its expansion to outer space, and military interventions and
conflicts and emergency situations, suppression of national liberation movements,
the global economic recession, an unjust and unbalanced international economic
order, growing external debts and shrinking international trade, all of which had
hampered the advancement of women during the Decade. Several representatives
particularly cited global obstacles caused by imperialist aggression and
intervention, colonialism and neo-eolonialism, the denial of the right to
self-determination of peoples, racism and fascism, foreign and illegal occupation.
Some representatives related obstacles encountered during the Decade to the
non-observance of human and humanitarian rights stressing that armed conflicts
could hardly be expected to be resolved peacefully when at the same time there did
not exist a sufficient will to grant to the most helpless victims of those
conflicts - that is, women and children - the basic protection to which they were
entitled according to humanitarian international law and as refugees.

Equalitl

91. Most countries cited extensive legislative progress made within the Decade.
In a majority of countries, the required legal framework for ensuring the equality
of women and men was reported to be in place, and relatively few countries
mentioned the need for enacting or amending broad equality legislation.
Constitutional changes had been made, where necessary, to guarantee women full
civil and political rights. In addition, laws had been enacted in a range of
countries concerning such areas as labour relations, in particular equal employment
practices, equal pay, social security and protection of women, parental leave,
part-time work, day care centres for the children of working parents, prepared or
half-prepared reasonably priced meals and flexible hours of work for women with a
view to facilitating the combination of paid work and family responsibilities.
However, these legislative provisions had not always been fully implemented.

92. In many countries equality of the sexes was r.eported to be not only a de jure
achievement, but a fact in most spheres of life, including political life, policy

-111-



n
!
i­
[,

L

I'.

r
I:

f

,.,

and decision-making, science and technology, employment, education and health.
Many countries reported the substantial progress attained during the Decade but
noted the need for further progress towards the realization of such equality in
such areas as political participation and integration of women in non-traditional
sectors and activities. Many developing countries, on the other hand, reported
that de facto equality was lagging behind the legislative progress of the Decade,
particularly with respect to women's access to resources. They suggested th~t

basic structural changes of society would be required in order to attain de facto
equality. Traditional attitudes and gender-stereotyped images, remaining
sociological, cultural and economic barriers, as well as economic inequalities
b~t~een nations, and excessive expenditures on armaments were mentioned as major
causes of the perpetuation of a system of inequalities based on gender.

93. Obstacles to the advancement of women at the national level were identified by
many representatives, who mentioned as examples the persistence of traditional
attitudes of male superiority based on deep-seated socio-cultural norms and the
sexual stereotyping still prevalent in many societies.

94. Several delegations reported on measures taken in their. countries to ensure
that married women enjoyed equality of rights with their husbands in the management
of the family's financial affairs. They explained that, whereas in the past a
married woman in those countries had had to obtain her husband's consent or
concurrence for the purpose of engaging in business, obtaining credit and
concluding certain contracts, she would henceforth possess full autonomous
contractual capacity on a par with her husband.

95. The representatives of several Moslem countries stated that it was regrettable
that the teachings of Islam concerning the rights and status of the woman in the
family and in society were widely misunderstood. They emphasized that the
fundamental law and scripture of Islam had proclaimed the equality of men and women
with regard to rights and duties many-centuries before equal rights legislation had
been enacted in other regions. They pointed out that in their countries more and
more women were entering professions and skilled occupations and many had attained
high elective and appointive office both at the national and at the local level.

96. Among the many positive achievements of the 'Decade, the adoption by the
General Assembly of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of ­
Discrimination against Women was mentioned. At the opening of the Conference, the
Convention had been ratified or acceded to by 76 States. Several other countries
reported their intention to sign and ratify the Convention within a short time.
Many speakers urged that countries which had not already done so should ratify or
accede to the Convention soon. Some representatives noted the work of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and expressed
satisfaction with the fact that the Committee had approved the national reports of
their countries.

97. Many countries referred to the valuable contribution of non-governmental
organizations in promoting the advancement of women, stressing the contributions of
women's organizations in community activities such as maternal and child care,
vocational training for the disabled and the provision of social services for the
aged. Many also emphasized the need for strengthened co-operation of governmental
and non-governmental organizations to help integrate women in all sectors of
society. Some speakers mentioned that, with national machinery in place at the end
of the Decade in a majority of countries, such co-operation would be more effective.
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98. Many representatives reported on the greater political participation of women
at local and national levels as well as in decision and policy-making levels in the
legislative process and other sectoral activities. In some countries women were
reported to have attained substantial political participation, accounting for
almost one third of the members of the legislature. In other countries, such
participation was reported to be increasing but still low. The removal of
restrictions on the ent~ of wornen into high-level services of national
administrations was also reported.

Development

99. Many delegations considered that one of the main. achievements of the Decade
was the recognition of the essential role of women in development. They emphasized
the importance their Governments attached to the integration of women in all
development sectors and activities, both as beneficiaries and contributors and in
accordance with women's needs and· aspirations. They noted the significant progress
made in the recognition both of women's actual contribution to development and of
their potential for contributing to the realization of national development goals
and objectives. With legislation and national machinery in place, these
Governments intended to strengthen efforts to integrate women in national policies,
plans, programmes and projects.

100. Several representatives stated that women's problems could be solved only on
the basis of overall socio-economic development of the country concerned.
Programmes of women's development should be ~n integral part of development plans.
Some representatives stated also that de facto equality and development of women
should be based on steady growth of productive forces, the absence of unemployment,
free education, vocational training at all levels, and free health care and social
security.

101. Special reference was made to women's role in food production and food
security in developing countries. Other speakers referred to women's growing
income-generating activities in both the pUblic and private sectors, particularly
in trade, services and industry, and to the efforts made by their States to support
these activities with the provision of specialized adequate training and expansion
of credit opportunities for women entrepreneurs and the research and development of
appropriate technologies.

102. The delegations of several major donor countries stated that one of the major
achievements of the Decade was the increase in mUltilateral and bilateral financial
and technical support to programmes and projects for the advancement of women in
developing countries. In particular, representatives placed emphasis on their
countries' efforts to contribute towards a solution of the current social and
economic crisis, partiCUlarly the food crisis in Africa by which women were
especially affected.

103. A number of representatives mentioned as matters needing attention in a number
of countries the disparity of earnings as between men and women, job segregation,
predominance of women in the trade and services sectors and in other
under-remunerated occupations, and the double burden borne by women workers who had
family responsibilities.

104. Many delegations referred to the challenges and prospects opened up by rapid
developments in the field of science and technology. Others stated, however, that
those developments had not always benefited women and in some cases had even

-113-



m
the

worsened their situation by curtailing women1s traditional economic activities and
sources of income. Under-utilization of a country1s human resources continued to
be a serious obstacle to development. Many representatives stated that vocational
training programmes should be introduced for women to enable them to become more
qualified for more effective participation in the different sectors of the economy,
other than the traditional types of work, and in the use of new and appropriate
technology. In addition, it was stressed that formal employment opportunities for
women were inadequate. Moreover, women1s choice of occupational and educational
fields was still influenced in many countries by traditions and customs.
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105. Many delegations of developing countries referred to the effects of the recent
world-wide economic reoession on women in these countries. In addition to having
to overcome protectionist barriers that restricted their exports to foreign
markets, these countries had to bear an almost intolerable burden of external debt,
the interest rates of which had increased, and were suffering from severe domestic
inflation. As a conseqlJence, Governments had had to introduce stringent austerity
measures, including wag~ controls, which meant that households were caught between
rising prices for cons~mer goods and declining earnings in real terms. The brunt
of this situation was borne by women who had to stretch the family budget to the
utmost. Many speakers attributed the imbalance of the world economy to the
existing economic order and called for the early establishment of a new
international economic order.

106. Some delegations suggested that the Conference1s f,inal proceedings should deal
expressly with the way in which the international economic and social crisis, the
effects of which hurt chiefly the developing countries, was affecting the situation
of women. They suggested that the problems of the foreign debt, the imbalance of
international trade and the decline in development finance should be stressed as
obstacles that were hampering more seriously than in the past the achievement by
women of the objectives of equality, development and peace and of the sub~themes:

employment, education and health.

107. Many representatives stated that the increased participation of women in
decision-making had contributed significantly to the achievements of the goals of
the Decade: Equality, Development and Peace c!nd of its sub-themes: employment,
health and education. Greater participation by women in decision-making was
promoted by the incorporation of specific women1s components in national
development plans, including the formulation of specific programmes of action for
women, and by the establishment of women1s national machineries.

108. A number of delegations said that the lack of an adequate data base and
indicators for the measurement of women1s economic contribution to the gross
national product perpetuated their lack of "visibility" and exclusion from the
management of national resources and technology.

Peace

109. Many delegations reaffirmed the close interrelationship of peace with the
other two objectives of the Decade. Many delegations stated that peace was an
essential prerequisite for true equality and sustained development. Several noted
that peace had relevance to the sub-themes of th~ Decade - education, employment
and health.

110. A large number of delegates stated that women all over the world accepted
peace as an objective necessity and increasingly played a key role in the search
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for peace, security and social justice as individuals and as members of
governmental and non-governmental organizations. Some delegations emphasized the
role of women in preparing societies for life in peace. Women's involvement in
peace efforts ranged from participation in peace movements to disarmament
campaigns, opposition to military conflict as well as to debates on security and
co-operation. Noting that war and the threat of war constituted a particularly
serious danger for the daily life of women and Children, many delegations
emphasized the importance of further enhancing the integration of women in peace
efforts at both national and international levels. Some delegations, in
particular, stressed the unprecedented dangers of the arms race in outer space and
the threat of nuclear war, and called for the implementation of the united Nations
Declaration on the Participation of Women in promoting International Peace and
Co-operation. These delegations pointed out that the more women took an active
stand for peace, the better chance there would be to attain lasting peace. In
addition, many delegations stressed that the curbing of the arms race and
disarmament could help release much needed resources for productive development
efforts which would also benefit women. Other delegations emphasized the need to
develop a climate of mutual trust which would allow balanced and verifiable
measures of disarmament to be taken.

Ill. A few delegations stressed in that connection that respect for those human
rights and fundamental freedoms which were listed in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights was not only essential for any improvement in the legal, economic and
social status of women, but also a most important factor in any democratic
decision-making process, thereby constituting the most important requisite for a
just and lasting peace.

112. In the opinion of certain delegations, one of the main obstacles to achieving
peace was the course of imperialist forces leading to heightened international
tensions resulting from the increase of hotbeds of tension in various parts of the
world, which pushed humanity towards a dangerous limit. According to these
delegations, the arms race - including the threat of a nuclear war - had reached an
unprecedented scope on earth and risked spreading to outer space. They also felt
that the implementation of the "Star Wars" programme would boost the threat of a
truly global and all-destroying military conflict and would result in a new and
still more dangerous round of the arms race.

113. Many delegations stated that women had always suffered particularly from
troubles inflicted by war and p~eparations for war. In their view, women had to
bear the heavy burden of the runaway arms race, which devoured colossal resources
that could be used in the interest of humanity's peaceful development. They felt
that these resources could be the economic basis for solving many problems
essential to the position of women and their families, inclUding such problems as
the elimination of poverty and hunger, and combating disease and illiteracy.

114. Other delegations, however, stated th~t, although an increasing number of
women in all countries kept the ideals of peace and disarmament alive, as mothers,
educators and as members of peace movements, women had been largely unable in some
countries to make any significant direct input into the peace process, being
excluded from the decision-making processes at both the national and international
levels.

115. The continued racist policy of apartheid in South Africa and in occupied
Namibia was identified as a major obstacle to peace and the advancement of the
status of women in that coun~ry. In this connection, several representatives
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expressed support for the strugglE- of the African liberation movements CANC, PAC
and SWAPO) which, as vanguards of the South African and Namibian peoples, were
resolutely fighting against racial oppression and for national libetation. They
called for an end to the illegal occupation of Namibia, for the implementation of
relevant united Nations resolutions, particularly Security Council resolution
435 (1978), and for an end to apartheid, and called on the international community
to apply sanctions against South Africa.

116. Several delegations referred to the sufferings and maltreatment of the
Palestinian women in the occupied Arab territories, of the Syrian women in the
occupied Syrian Galan and of the Lebanese women in southern Lebanon. It was
pointed out that women could not develop or participate effectively in society
under foreign occupation and subjugation, specially while witnessing every day the
arrest, the disappearance and dispersal of husbands, brothers and sons. Many
representatives expressed support for the just struggle of the Palestinian people
for their inalienable right to self-determination and to return to their homes and
property without external interference, and to the establishment of their
independent Stat~e in accordance with the principles of the United Nations Charter
and all relevant United Nations resolutions.

117. Some dell!gations pointed out that the Iran-Iraq war also hindered the progress
and development of women in the area. They expressed concern about the hardships
suffered by the women' affected by the conflict. Some called for an end to the
conflict and for the implementation of the resolutions of "the Security Council
concerning the conflict.

118. Several representatives drew attention to the situation of women in Central
America, especially where there was what they termed imperialist intervention in
the internal affairs of countries in this suhregion, and to the hardships imposed
on women by the undeclared war in Nicaragua. The efforts of the Contadora Group to
promote peace and development in the sUbregion of Central America were commended by
a number of speakers.

119. Several representatives drew attention to the sufferings of women in some
parts of Asia due to aggression and foreign occupation, and to the vast problem of
refugees created thereby. In their opinion, this constituted a serious obstacle to
the advancement of the women in the region and to peace and security~n the area.
The same representatives said that a political solution on the basis of withdrawal
of foreign troops was necessary for the ~roblems concerned.

Sub-themes of the Decade

Education

120. with respect to the sub-themes of the Decade, employment, health and
education, many representatives reported important advances achieved in each of
these areas in their countries. These included equal access to education at all
levels, equal employment opportunities, and specific health provisions for mothers,
children and families as a priority. In this connection, developed countries
reported significant progress towards equal educational opportunities for women and
men, and in particular in the scientific and technological fields. In developing
countries, substantial progress was also reported, particularly at the elementary
level and in literacy education. It was pointed out, however, that while the
illiteracy rate varied greatly from country to country and improvements were noted,
it waR still a fact that in the world and particularly in developing countries, the
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female illiteracy rate was fat ~igher than that of males. Many representatives
referred to the illiteracy rate among women in developing countries, and others
referred to inadequate functional literacy in certain developed countries.

121. Slow but positive movement was reported at other levels of education, with
women increasingly participating in non-traditional vocational training and in
adult education. Delegates reported on their countries' efforts to increase female
enrolmen~ ratios, to reduce drop-out rates among girls and to diversify curricula
for women, and to provide opportunities and training for mature women.

Employment

122. It was stressed by numerous speakers that, despite legislativ~ and other
measures intended to ensure equality of the sexes in all respects, it was still
true in many countries that as regards wages, appointment to posts of
responsibility and education, women ware still at a disadvantage compared to men.
They pointed out that so long as the attendance of girls and young women at
educational establishments and their subject orientation differed from those of
boys and young men, the'emplqyment opportunities for the femal~ labour f~rce would
remain less favourable than those for men, in aadition6 women's chances ot ~ieing

to managerial or senior posts would continue to be limit~d and women's ea~nings

would be lower than those of their male colleagues, even if they were doing
comparable work.

123. Attention was drawn by many speakers to the increases which had occurred in
recent year's in the share of the labour force accounted for by women, not merely in
traditionally feminine occupations but in a wide range of economic activities.
Exceptions noted were certain arduous occupations or night work, sometimes
prohibited for women or incompatible with the conventions of ILO. Several
representatives stated that in their countries full employment had been aChieved
and equal opportunity policies had created situations in which women were found at
all levels, including managerial an~ administrative posts, and in fields formerly
considered non-traditional for women. Wage differences between men and women were
noted by many countries, though the differences appeared to be shrinking. Other
speakers stated that the principle of equal pay for equal work was now fully in
force in their countries.

124. A number of speakers indicated that the greater participation of women in
economic activities was attributable to the expansion of so~,alled service
industries, mainly but not exclusively in the developed countri~s. The demand for
women workers was seen both as an opportunity and a challenge: ,an opportunity for
women workers to strengthen their position in the family and in society, and a
challenge to educational and training institutions to ensure the supply of skilled
female labour.

125. As evidence of the progresaive emancipation of women as members of the labour
force, several speakers cited the increasing numbers of women enrolling as members
of trade unions and taking an active part in union affairs.

126. A number of representatives pointed out that, while it was true that women
were entering the labour force in increasing numbers, it was equally true that
women accounted for a larger share than men among the unemployed. The reason was
that although women were increasingly entering new fields of employment often based
on new technology, they otill tended in their countries to be employed in
traditionally feminine trades that were particularly vulnerable to the vagaries of
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the economic environment. They added that in many sectors of industry, including
in part.icular the service industries, women were recruited as temporary or
part-time workers and enjoyed little or no security of tenure.

127. A number of representatives stated that in their countries motherhood was
recognized as an important social function. The State and society regarded the
care of mothers, children and families as one of their priority tasks. Special
f~oilities and benefits were made available in many countries for working mothers,
as was explained by the representatives of these countries. The benefits included
pregnm~~y leave, leave of absence from work - in some cases for both father and
~ther - after a child was born, cash allowances for mothers of infants and other
t,rms of assistance. The facilities included child care centres, creches, nursery
schools (often located in the immediate vicinity of the place of work), and rest
rooms for nursing mothers. Several representatives referred to the generous
periods of maternity leave granted in their countries to working mothers and to
their right, guaranteed by law, to reinstat~nent in their jobs after the expiry of
this leave.

128. Several delegations reported on legislative and administrative measures
adopted in their countries in order to reform the system of taxation in such a way
that women would, in effect, receive tax treatment on an equal footing with men in
situations where this had not been the case in the past. The object of such
measuras was to ensure that women's tax position would not be prejudiced by
marriage and to provide an incentive to ~omen with family responsibilities to carry
o,n a gainful occupation if they so wished. In many cases, they said the fiscal
p~ovisions were supplemented by allowances or benefits that were designed to enable
working women with family responsibilities to defray their additional expenses.

Health

129. Significant progress was reported by many delegations in the improvement of
the health status of wom~n and in the provision c~ health care, services and
facilities. In particular, the increased life expectancy of womer. in many
countries and reduction in infant u child and maternal mortality were mentioned as
important achievements of the Decade.

130. It was ~~inted out by many delegates that an essential pre-eondition for the
advancement of women was their capability to control their reproductive function.
The expansion of family planning facilities and the acceptance of family planning
practices, enabling women to control their fertility and to space children in
accordance with their personal and family circumstances, were considered by many
delegates as some of the main achievements of the Decade. However, other speakers
reported that the control of fertility was made difficult by the revival of
cultural values, norms and attitudes which regarded the number of children as proof
of the man's virility and as a source of financial support in later years fpr their
parents.

131. Many speakers noted that the world-wide emphasis on primary health care had
placed new emphasis on the health of women, who as the most crucial providers of
health care to children and families, must themselves be healthy to fulfil that
role adequately. Women's roles as community health workers and traditional birth
attendants were particularly noted, as was women's increasing participation in
other health professions.
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132. Health conditions were reported to be still inadequate in many parts of the
~?rld, especially for women in rural areas. Women were more likely to be
malnourished than men and had generally less access to medical facilities. In
addition, birth rates were particularly high among illiterate and unemployed women,
which indicated a clear interrelationship between improvements in education, health
and employment and the role and status of women.

Other areas

133. With regard to information and knowledge about women's role in and
contribution to society, significant progress was reported by lnany delegates.
Through the gathering of gender-specific information, country surveys, and with the
help of research institutions and by other means, greater knowledge had been
accumulated during the Decade about women's role in society, their contribution to
all economic activities and, in particular, to agricultural production, to industry
and services in the formal and informal sectors, to the household and thus to
society as a whole. While much still remained to be done, national and
international statistical agencies had gone a long way towards measuring women's
work in the sectors where estimates had often been deficient, particularly the
informal sector and agriculture. In addition, the body of knowledge of women's
economic roles and of the cultural attitudes that affected gender roles in society
and in the family had grown rapidly during the Decade, thanks to the efforts of
national research institutes and international organizations.

134. Many representatives stated that the Decade had contributed to ralslng public
awareness of the difficulties encountered by women on their path to integration in
development, and they emphasized their essential contribution to national economic
development. The Decade had also contributed to a greater sense of awareness and
self-confidence among women as individuals and as a group. It had, in essence,
served the important task of preparing the ground work for the implementation of
national programmes for the advancement of women. A number of speakers mentioned a
definite change of attitude on the part of men towards the r0le of women in the
home and at work. More and more men, particularly in developed countries, were
assuming a share of household tasks and of the care of children. TO some extent,
these speakers said, this new attitude was attributed to the spread of knowledge
about women's essential role in society, in the economy and in the famlly, which
was itself a consequence of the pUblicity given during the Decade to the role of
women in society.

135. At the regional level, environmental disasters and, in particular drought and
the consequent famine in the African region were mentioned as obstacles which
seriously hindered the achievement of the Decade's goals and objectives.

136. Many countries also noted the difficulties introduced by continued high levels
of population growth as an obstacle to the advancement of the status of women. The
consequent economic and social pressures on urban areas as a result of population
growth and urbanization was also mentioned by many countries. Many representatives
stressed the importance of implementing the Mexico City World Population Plan of
Action 1984.

137. Many representatives drew attention to the problems of ~iolence against women,
sexual harassment, prostitution, violence in the family! abused and battered
women. It was noted that violence in the home, whether based on traditional
customs or spousal abuse, was all too prevalent in many countries. Family privacy,
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guilt feelings or embarrassment had often covered up this widespread phenomenon.
Some representatives pointed out that domestic violEnce had to be recognized as a
criminal act against women and treated with appropriate legal measures, which could
be complemented by effective social and support services to the victims.

138. Many representatives identified refugee women and children as subjects of
particular concern. They pointed out that not only their numbers were growing
steadily, but equally importantly, they suffered daily from deprivatic>n,
disorientation and anomie. Among the root causes listed by several g'Jlvernment
representatives of this acute problem were famine, drought and othe~ environmental
problems, extreme poverty and, especially, armed conflicts, foreign aggression and
occupation and loss of human freedoms. Refugee women and children were most
vulnerable. They suffered more than men from the consequences of lawlessness and
dissolution of the social fabric. Life in refugee camps also often placed the
responsibility for the care and education of children entirely on their mothers.

139. Several delegations addressed the problems experienced by migrant women and,
in particular, those of th~ migrant women workers. Other delegations reported that
new legislation had been enacted in their countries during the Decade to improve
the living and working conditions of migrant women. They .reported in addition that
migrant women and, in particular: migrant women workers had been able to gain
greater equality within the host societies during the Decade.

140. Some representatives referr~i to the situation of indigenous minorities in
view of their low levels of living. The women of indigenous minorities had an
important role in traditional societies as custodians of their culture, language,
laws and lands. They were also often the mainstay of community-level organizations
and in this way, women members of indigenous minorities increased thereby their
participation ir, decision-making in society as a whole. Some representatives
reported on the eat,blishment of task forces to investigate the needs of indigenous
women and advise on appropriate policies and programmes.

141. Many participants urged that special attention should be giv~n to measures and
projects for alleviating the hardships of rural women in developing countries.
These women, particularly in least develoPed countries of Africa and Asia, laboured
from before dawn till after dusk in working the land, fetching water, often from
distant sites, gathering and carrying wood, preparing the meals' for their families,
taking produce to market - a seemingly endless round of toil. The speakers
consider~~ that the national authorities and donors of aid should make concerted
efforts - in so far as they were not already doing so - to devise rural development
projects that would take the situation of these women into account. Several
representatives cited examples of schemes designed to achieve this purpose6 and the
representatives of some donor countries described results achieved by their aid
agencies in this respect, to which voluntary agencies had in some cases made
valuable contributions.

142. Several delegates were of the opinion that elderly women were in need of
particular support and assistance, especially in view of the rapid increase in life
expectancy for both men and women in developed and developing countries and of the
higher survival rates of women in higher age brackets. The women whose husbands
had died or retired often faced serious economic difficulties and had to be aided
financially. However, even when they were ~conomically self-sufficient6 elderly
women often confronted the danger of isolation and loneliness.
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143. The Assistant Secretary-General of the united Nations Department of Technical
co-operation for Development stated that the Department, as the main operational
arm of the United Nations Secretariat, provided enormous potential for involving
women in development activities, in such fields as natural resources, energy,
integrated rural development, development planning, public administration and
finance, statistics, population and social development. The Department generally
did not encourage special women's projects per se, instead, components related to
women were added to its projects. Its approach had been "Keep it simple", with
heavy emphasis on the training of women. This approach had proved to be fruitful.
Many examples were cited. More impressively, three of the eight projects which had
received special mention at the Conference were being executed or assisted by the
Department. As regards the future, she said that the Department would continue its
integrated approach and work closely with other international agencies as well as
non-governmental organizations. However, she cautioned that, unless the numbers of
qualified women holding higher positions in Governments and international
organizations increased. greatly, there could be no real progress. She mentioned
that the Department had increased its percentage of women professionals from
18 per cent in 1979 to 28 per cent in 1983 and still maintained the proportion at
25 per cent in 1985, exceeding the general average for United Nations
Headquarters. However, despite many efforts the Department still could not
increase the proportion of women among its field experts from a static 4 or
5 per cent. She appealed therefore for more applications by qualified female
candidates to serve as the Department's field project experts. She also pleaded
for the support of Governments in ensuring women's full participation in projects.

144. The Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific stated that the issues affecting women throughout the world - equality,
development and peace - had been discussed in depth at the Regional
Intergovernmental Preparatory Meeting held in Tokyo in March 1984. This regional
input to the Conference was marked by a consensus among Governments in the region
that over the past decade the progress made by women in the economic, social and
political fields had been uneven, both within and among countries of the ESCAP
region. The setbacks, attributable to adverse global and regional economic
conditions, had affected the poorest women most. The Tokyo meeting had therefore
urged that efforts made during the past decade should be continued to the year 2000
and that highest priority should be given to the poorest. In addition, the meeting
had expressed the view that the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women was a crucial instrument and had urged all Governments
in the region that had not already done so to ratify the Convention. Stronger and
more co-ordinated efforts by Governments and women were needed for the purpose of
making further structural changes that would ensure a better future for women and
for the world.

145. The representative of the united Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) stated that the adoption and application of concerted measures at the
international level called for by UNCTAD to revitalize the world economy and to
reactivate the development process in the third world would be bound to have a
bearing on the lives of women, who constitute half the world's population. In
addition to its overall wor-k, UNCTAD undertook specific work related to women: a
Joint Programme UNCTAD/INSTRAW on the impact of technological development on the
advancement of women had produced two studies: "Women, Technology and Sexual
Divisions" and "Technology and Women's Status", which had been submitted to the
Nairobi Conference. Other sectoral studies were being prepared on (a) the role of
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women in the field of primary commodities, (b) structural change and adjustment in
manufactures trade and female employment, and (c) the role of women in the economy
of the least developed countries. In the context of activities contributing to the
participation and advancement of women in all sectors of economic activities,
UNCTAD had as yet made only a modest contribution, but it was committed to giving
women's issues their rightful place in its programme, and was ready to co-operate
with other bodies in order to enhance and improve the role played by women in trade
sectors.

146. The representative of the united Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) stressed that, although statistical data were inadequate, it was clear that
the contribution of women to the industrialization of their countries was vital to
the overall economic and social development of the third world. Women were
increasingly participating in and contributing towards industrial development, both
in the small-scale and informal sector and in the modern industrial sector. On the
one hand, scientific and technological advances in industrial production had
increasingly led to the elimination of strenuous physical labour and widened the
occupational opportunities for women, on the other hand, these advances were
expected to make major changes in the future requirements of industry. Hence
higher education and training opportunities for women in industrial production
skills were of crucial importance for the purpose of offering to women greater
access to skilled and professional positions and of ensuring their involvement in
decisions concerning industrial planning as well as in decisions relating to
science and technology.

147. The Executive Director of the united Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat) saie that women and children constituted the majority of the
approximately one billion persons who were lacking adequate shelter and living in
extremely unhealthy and unsanitary conditions in neglected rural areas and urban
slums. Taken together the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (1987)
and the Forward-looking Strategies both called for equal rights and opportunities
with respect to access to credit and loans, to fundamental training and education,
to ownership of land and security of tenure, as well as for full participation of
the poor in shelter improvement programmes which would lead to increased employment
opportunities for women and would contribute to national economic development. He
appealed to the women c~ the world to mobilize, to support and to act in concert in
order to &chieve better shelter and facilities for the poor.

148. The Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) affirmed
the FUnd's commitment to strengthen and support actions that would yield direct
social, health and economic benefits for women, recognizing that the improvement of
women's condition was a prerequisite of children's well-being. Among the measures
specified by the Executive Board of UNICEF were the support of economically viable
income-generating projects, the intensification of the promotion of female
education, and the programmes dealing with food scarcity at the household level.
One recent development favourable to women had been the new potential for a '
revolution in child survival and growth through four low-cost primary health care
opportunities: growth surveillance, oral rehydration) breast-feeding and
appropriate local weaning foods, and universal immunization by 1990 against the six
major childhood diseases. These child survival measures were being linked with
programmes to enhance the situation of women in three ways: (a) strengthening the
socio-economic capacity of women to better feed and care for their children,
(b) promoting tra"ning of women in a variety of skills to become agents of change
and active generators within their communities, and (c) supporting women's
organizations at the grass-roots level. He said that the Conference was challenged
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to take one specific dramatic action to promote children's and women's well-being
by asking that women should spearhead the movement to achieve the universal
immunization of children and pregnant women by 1990, on a largely self-sustaining
basis and in a way that would strengthen other child survival measures and primary
health care in general. The challenge of the next few years should be the
development of a new ethic that would demand action to correct adverse conditions
affecting millions of women and children. Such action would in large part be
accomplished by empowering women to improve dramatically their own condition, as
well as that of their families and children•

149. The Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), speaking
also in his capacity as Director of the United Nations Office for Emergency
Operations in Africa (UNOEOA), stated that the study entitled "Inter-organizational
assessment of women's participation in development", which had been submitted to
the Conference and had been co-ordinated by UNDP, was designed to identify
programming modalities and methods 'that would be more effective in overcoming
remaining obstacles to women's full participation in technical co-operation
activities supported by the United Nations development system. The study,
involving 14 different organizations and based on the active co-operation of four
Governments, those of Rwanda, Democratic Yemen, Indonesia and Haiti, had already
been accepted as a basis for continued inter-agency collaboration in a number of
follow-up activities. He added that in his work as Director of the UNOEOA he was
constantly reminded of the debt owed to the crucial life-sustaining activities of
the African women, who historically had been and remained the continent's chief
food producers. He was convinced that African women would play a major role in
carrying Africa from crisis to rehabilitation, to economic recovery and onward to
further economic and social progress through self-reliant development. Any other
process would not only be morally indefensible but economically unsound. In
concluding, he said that he was honoured that the General Assembly had decided to
place the United Nations Development Fund for Women in autonomous association with
UNDP, an arrangen~nt that promised to strengthen further the existing operational
and substantive ties. He noted that two recent initiatives of the Fund - the
African Investment Plan and the Food Cycle Technologies Project - were of immediate
interest to the emergency operations in Africa.

150. The representative of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) stated that the Office provided international protection and
material assistance to all refugees, including of course refugee women who often
Buffered great hardship. The report on "The activities and programmes of the
united Nations H:igh Commissioner for Refugees on behalf of refugee women"
(A/ODNF.116/11) l!mphasized the international protection of refugee women as well as
programmes of material assistance for them in the fields of health, education and
employment, sup~)rted by counselling and social services. Protection was needed
most for refugee women whose physical safety was at risk, both during the flight
and within the refugee camp. Unrestricted access by UNHCR to camps and border
areas could deter such violations. UNHCR had established an Anti-Piracy programme
to reduce the number of attacks on the high seas, notably attacks on refugee
women. The health programmes of UNHCR included the provision of supplementary
feeding, public health education, the training of refugee health workers, and
mental health care. At the end of 1984, UNHCR had 103 education projects in
58 countries, providing both academic schooling and vocational training. During
the Decade, the Office had provided post-primary educational assistance to refugee
women and girls, inclUding Namibian refugee students. Refugee women in particular
Buffered from a lack of employment opportunities. UNHCR had therefore emphasized
income-generating and self-sufficiency activities to enable them to reduce their
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dependence on assistance and to resume a dignified and productive life. Exile
might imply new and often difficult roles and responsibilities for the refugee
woman, but it might also represent access to a new way of life. While respecting
the socio-cultural background of the refugee woman, UNHCR tried to provide her with
the means to confront her new life situation in a constructive and positive way.

151. The Executive Director of the united Nations Fund for Population Activities
(UNFPA), referring to the achievements of the International Conference on
Population held in Mexico City in 1984 and their relationship to the concerns of
the Nairobi Conference, observed that women's concerns formed an important part of
the Declaration of Mexico City and the recommendations of the 1984 Conference.
That Conference had confirmed, first, that the improvement of the roles and status
of women was an important goal in itself. Secondly, because women!s status was
clearly related to demographic variables such as fertility and maternal mortality,
improving the status of women should be a component of all population policies.
Thirdly, effective population policies helped to relieve women of their traditional
bur6ens and offered them the means to contribute fully to and benefit from economic
and social development. And fourthly, the achievement of the objectives of
population programmes, pa~ticularly those related to family planning, depended to a
great extent on the active participation of women in all, aspects of those
programmes. Accordingly, UNFPA would continue to ensure that women's concerns were
taken into account in all aspects of population policies and programmes and that
women were given the opportunity and the means to participate in and to benefit
from all relevant activities supported by UNFPA.

152. The repreoentative of the World Food Programme (WFP) stated that WFP, the food
aid arm of the United Nations system, had been reaching large numbers of 'low-income
rural women through projects for agriculture and rural development, for human
resources development, and for emergency relief. At least one half of the
$925 million that WFP had committed to development projects in 1984 directly
involved and benefited the poorest strata of rural women. At least two thirds of
the recipients of WFP assistance in emergency operations - of which $234 million
had been committed in 1984 - were women and children. As a resource for
development assistance, food had a unique role in improving the economic,
nutritional and health levels of low-income women. Among the poor, women were the
main food providers and assumed responsibility for food distribution within their
households. Thus, WFP's food aid basket, unli'ke other forms of household income,
tended to remain under women's direct control, and could provide women with more
income. WFP's food aid also released women's time from arduous subsistence chores,
since a substantial number of WFP-assisted projects developed village fuelwood
lots, food storage facilities, potable water supplies and irrigation networks as
well as other rural infrastructural supports to promote food security. Food aid
also acted as an incentive for development through projects for better nutrition.
In supplementary feeding projects for the "at risk" groups of women, the
distribution of WFP food aid commodities through village-level Mother and ~ild

Health (MCH) centres helped rural women to gain access to basic health Care,
income-generating skills, and education for themselves and their children. WFP's
food aid, provided free of charge to Governments, could substitute for certain
government expenditures (e.g., the wage bill in food-for-wor~ projects or the food
bill in school f~eding programmes). Part of these budgetary savings, especially in
a period of fiscal austerity could be programmed to support women's access to
productive resources. These were only some of the ways in which f.ood aid helped
women. Others included monetization, for example through co-operatives o~ in dairy
development schemes. There was, in sum, a "tight fit" between the nature of
project food aid and the immediate needs of women in poverty, for food aid
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contributed to sustainable development, particularly the promotion of food
security, the expansion of female employment, and the improvement of women's
productive capacity and access to resources.

153. The representative of the International Labour Office stated that the 110 had
promoted the goals of the Decade through its standard-setting and technical
co-operation activities, with a view to improving conditions of work, reducing
inequalities, fostering socio-economic development, and promoting peace through
social justice. The well-being of women workers was one of the traditional
concerns of the ILO. Certain conventions for the protection of working women's
health dated back to 1919, and Convention No. 100 concerning equal pay for work of
equal value had been adopted by the International Labour Conference as early as
1951. Yet, never in the history of the ILO had women I'epresented such a formidable
challenge to the world of labour as now. The quantitative and qualitative changes
in women's labour force participation called for major adjustments. Within the
formal labour force the number of women had increased dramatically to reach
35 per cent of the total. At present, there were close to 700 million
"economically active" women and the number was expected to increase to nearly
900 million by the year' 2000. Although most working women were still confined to
low-skill, low-pay, l~w-status jobs, the persistent move of women into all spheres
of economic product.ion and into all jobs at all levels was irreversible. This
development was not simply a reflection of the growth of the gross national product
but was an interrelated process of economic growth, self-reliance and social
justice. The example of working women indicated that without self-reliance and
social justice economic growth was retarded and development remained lopsided. The
massive entry of women into the labour force as a consequence of new needs and new
aspirations had made it clear that, in most cases, women's income was essential for
family well-being. It was estimated that one third of the world's families
depended on the sole income of women. The present high unemployment and
underemployment rates of women were unacceptable. Concerted national and
international action was required, inclUding constitutional guarantees and the
translation of relevant legislation into practice, in order to achieve full
productive and freely-chosen employment for all. Real equality of opportunity in
employment would not be brought about as long as the labour market remained largely
a segregated one. Firm measures were called for to desegregate vocational training
with a view to providing all women and men with marketable skills and access to all
occupations. Making equal provisions for men and women would not necessarily lead
to real equality of opportunity. Special measures were therefore needed at the
national and international levels that would enable women to profit equally from
training and employment opportunities, partiCUlarly disabled, refugee, migrant,
older and young working women and those suffering under apartheid. At its
seventy-first session the International Labour Conference had unanimously adopted a
resolution on equal opportunities and equal treatment for men and women in
employment. The ILO firmly believed that policies to improve the status of women
workers throughout the world were in essence no more and no less ~han efforts to
make a vital contribution to a better and brighter future for the whole of humanity.

154. The representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the united
Nations (FAO) stated that support for and consultation with women farmers had not
been commensurate with their considerable efforts and responsibilities in
agriculture. Increased access to land, credit, markets, technology and extension
services would be particularly important, and men as well as women should be
trained to work with groups of rural women, as a matter of priority, in cases where
women constituted the majority of small farmers. The introduction of new crops or
the reallocation of land as between food and cash crops should not diminish women's
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access to land or income for food consumption. Credit should be based on
performance in cases where women lacked title deeds to the land they cultivated.
FAO's policies, programmes and projects were increasingly following these
strategies as part of an effort to improve national and household food security. A
film liThe Forgotten Farmers: Women and Food Security" would be made available to
member countries in order to stimulate discussion and action at the national level.

155. The representative of the united Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) stated that in the organization's experience the United
Nations Decade for Women represented just a beginni~g of a decisive transformation
of the relationships between women and men. The forces creating and upholding
discrimination against women were complex, and UNESCO has expanded its activities
in the area of research and studies relating to women in recent years. The
literacy gap between the sexes had not been closed, and efforts were needed to
ensure for women at least a basic education. Increased attention had been given in
UNESCO's programmes to measures for counteracting the sex stereotypes transmitted
through schools and the media. Girls and women should be encouraged to participate
in scientific and technological pursuits and in decision-making in social,
cultural, economic and political life.

156. In his address to the Conference, the Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) distinguished between two possible scenarios for the future of
health and society. The male one was the hyper-expansionist ("HE") scenario,
standing for unconstrained technological development. Development in terms of the
"HE" scenario had by no means been always beneficial for women, least of all in
developing countries. The female scenario was the sane, humane, ~cological ("SHE")
one, standing for the caring, nurturing role in societies. He noted that the
objective of "Health for all by the year 2000" belonged squarely to the "SHE"
scenario. He cautioned, however, that women must be considered for their own
worth, as equal members of society, rather than only as mothers, potential mothers
or careers. He pointed out that, after all, the numbers of families headed by
women were on the steady increase, but that these women had no real economic
options for self-support and development. He stressed that women should be
regarded not merely in the light of their contributions to family life, but should
be considered in terms of their rights to share responsibilities for others with
the men in their lives and with the men in their societies.

157. The representative of the World Bank stated that, being a development
institution, the Bank had come to recognize that women's participation was
essential to the success of many development programmes and projects, and that
appropriate measures and instruments needed to be devised in order to integrate
women in the earliest stages of planning. Better information was needed in order
to gain a-deeper understanding of the importance of women in national development,
and more specific items concerning women were being included in the Bank's data
bases. The Bank had learned a great deal from experience and from reviews of
completed projects. For instance, in view of women's increasingly important but
inadequately recognized role in agriCUlture, the Bank was enhancing the access of
women farmers to agricultural extension services, and inputs with a view to
improving their productivity, and the strategy for sub-Saharan Africa should make
more explicit the support for this role. Because its research confirmed how
important was women's education to the welfare of society and future generations,
the Bank was endeavouring to increase the access for females to education and
training and to reduce high illiteracy rates. Data on population and development
gathered for the World Development Report 1984 showed that the situation of women
was a critical variable in population growth. The Bank would fund additional
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research into population questions and increase lending for purposes connected with
the health of the population. It was for Governments to take the decisions
concerning the legislation, policies and programmes for improving opportunities for
women. In its role as catalyst in the dialogue on economic policy and in the
co-ordination of capital and technical assistance, the Bank was helping to create a
more favourable climate for improving the options open to women. It advocated
greater participation of women and their organizations in dialogues with
development agencies concerning policies that would maximize the contribution of
women to development and their share of the benefits.

158. The representative of the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) stated that the Fund had been established in 1977 to deal exclusively with
the problems of poor small farmers and the landless. It believed that there was a
huge untapped potential for greater small-farm agricultural production among female
as well as male farmers. Having invested some $2 billion in 160 projects in 1984,
the Fund had shown that there were effective ways of organizing development
programmes around the needs of the rural poor. The battle against poverty and
hunger could not be won unless women were active participants. IFAD had sought the
integration and full participation of women in development programmes, particularly
through the creation of, and support for, grass-roots organizations. On the basis
of the experience gained, the Fund would submit specific policy recommendations to
its executive board later in 1985 on the role of women in sustainable agriculture.

159. The Director of the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) stated that the Institute constituted an important
result of the Decade. Research, training, and information activities would have an
important role in the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies, as adopted
by the Conference. The Institute's aim was to see that women were considered
active contributors rather than passive elements in development in the context of
social welfare problems. The Institute explored the planning and programming
strategies and institutional frameworks needed for the integration of women's
issues in national programmes and in economic and technical co-operation
activities. It also tried to promote the development of more precise indicators,
statistics and data on women to shed light on their role in informal or hidden
sectors of national economies, to develop appropriate grass-roots methods for
training women; to explore the impact of new technologies on women; and to advise
decision-makers on those issues. She mentioned that INSTRAW had been playing and
would continue to play the role of a catalyst for developmental change, basing its
operations on a network of co-operative management with organizations from the
United Nations system, as well as academic, non-governmental and women's
organizations at the international, regional and national levels.

160. The representative of the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT summarized
the activities of the centre that had a bearing on the advancement of women and
their integration in development. In the Centre's experience, women could play a
very important role in the trade-promotion efforts of developing countries.
Functions such as trade information and documentation and export market research
were carried out by staff that included a number of women. In Africa, the Centre
had been pursuing its activities in favour of African women in development, taking
fUlly into account Chapter XII, on women and development, of the Lagos Plan of
Action, and one of the priority areas recognized by the Centre's Advisory Group was
the development of skills among women entrepreneurs and their integration into
economic activity. In 1984 a workshop on "Export Marketing for Women Entrepreneurs
and Senior Women Managers of Business Enterprises in Eastern and Southern African
Countries" had been held jointly with the Eastern and Southern African Management

-127-

________m·\l~.v .



I
f'
\

Institute, and in 1985 a similar workshop for francophone West African countries
would be held in co-operation with the West African Economic Community. The
objective of these regional and future national workshops was to enhance the role
of women in the export sector of African countries. The workshops fostered
understanding of the techniques of the export business, they covered aspects of
intra-African trade and the complex operations of exporting to traditional and new
markets. In Asia and the Pacific, various activities of concern to women and
contributing to their economic and social advancement were included in national and
regional projects of the Centre. In ~ome of the centre's projects in Latin America
and the caribbean women participated, particularly in the areas of trade
information and training.
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Chapter V

REPORTS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE CONFERENCE AND
ACTION TAKEN ON THESE REPORTS BY THE CONFERENCE

A. Report of the First Committee

161. The Conference, at its 3rd plenary w~eting, on 16 July 1985, allocated to the
First Committee the following chapters of the document relating to agenda item 8
entitled "Forward-looking Strategies of implementation for the advancement of women
for the period up to the year 2000, and concrete measures to overcome obstacles to
the achie'~ement of the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women
for the period 1986 to the year 2000: Equality, Development and Peace, and the
sub-theme: Employment, Health and Education, bearing in mind the International
Development Strategy for the Third'United Nations Development Decade and the
establishment of a new international' economic order" (A/CONF.116/12), to be dealt
with in the manner set out below~

The First Co~ittee would consider, in that order:

Chapter I: Equality (~,ras. 44 to 93)

Chapter 11: Development (paras. 94 to 228)

Chapter Ill: Peace (paras. 229 to 273)

Under chapter Ill, the Committee was to consider also sections ~, M, P and Q of
chapter IV, relating to "Areas of special concern". Section C referred to "Women
in area~ affected by armed conflicts 3 foreign intervention and threats to peace",
section M referred to "Refugee and displaced women and children", section P
referred to "Women and children under apartheid" and section Q referred to
"Palestinian women and children".

162. The Committee considered these chapters at meetings held from 15 to
25 July 1985.

163. The Committee's Presiding Officer was Mrs. Cecilia Lopez (Colo~ia), who was
elected by acclamation at th~ 2nd plenary meeting of the Conference, on
15 July 1985.

164. At its 1st meeting, on 16 July 1985, the Committee elected the following
officers:

Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. Laetitia van den Assum (Netherlands)
Ms. Olimpia Solomonescu (Romania)
Ms. Kulsun Saifullah (Pakistan)

Rappnrteur: Ms. DiaroUmeye Gany (Niger)

165. At its 3rd meeting, on,17 July, the Committee decided to establish a
Negotiating Group, consisting of the Chairman of the Group of 77 and of the
co-ordinators of the regional groups and representatives designated by them, on the
understanding that the Group would be open-ended. The Negotiating Group was to
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deal with and settle the text of the sections of the document concerning the
Forward-looking Strategies referred to the Committee.

166. In addition, the Committee considered a number of draft resolutions submitted
to it.

167. At its 12th meetinq, on 23 July, the Committee decided to establish a Working
Group to review and combine, whenever feasible, draft resolutions, the members of
the Group, which was open-ended, were the sponsors of the draft resolutions and the
regional co-ordinators, under the chairmanship of the representative of Romania.

168. The text of the draft resolutions submitted to the Committee, in some cases as
revised or amended, is reproduced in annex I to this report, pursuant to a decision
taken by the Conference at its 20th (closing) plenary meeting.

169. The First Committee recommended to the Conference for adoption the text of the
paragraphs to be incorporated in the chapters and sections of the Forward-looking
Strategies which had been referred to the Committee. For an account of the action
taken by the Conference with respect to these recommendations see below.

B. Report of the Second Committee

170. The Conference, at its 3rd plenary meeting, on 16 July 1985, allocated to the
Second Committee specific secti.ons of the document relating to agenda item 8,
entitled "Forward-looking Strategies of impJ~iilentation for the advancement of women
for the period up to the year 2000, and concrete measures to overcome obstacles to
the achievement of the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and the sub-theme: Employment, Health and
Education, bearing in mind the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Dev~lopment Decade and the establishment of a new international
economic order".

171. In accordance with the decision of the Conference on the allocation of work
between the two Committees, the Second Committee had before it the follow~ng

documents:

(a) Note by the Secretariat containing the draft text of the Forward-looking
Strategies of implementation for the advancement of women and concrete measures to
overcome obstacles to the achievement of the goals and Objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women for the period 1986 to the year 2000: equality,
development and peace (A!CONF.116/l2, paras. 1-43, 274-283, 286-298, 301-305 and
308-372)J

(b) Working paper submitted by Mrs. Rosario Manalo, Chairperson of the
Preparatory Body for the Conference at its third and resumed third sessions~ on the
results of the informal consultations held in New York pursuant to Economic and
Social Council decision 1985/158 (A/CONF.116/CRP.l)J

(c) Report of the Secretary~General transmitting the recommendations of the
regional intergovernmental preparatory meetings (A/CONF.116/9 and Corr.l),

(d) Note by the Secretariat containing the report of the Secretary-General
reviewing the issue of women and development in the medium-term plans of the
organizations of the United Nations system (A/CONF.116/l5).
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172. The Presiding Officer of the Contmittee was Mrs. Rosario Manalo (Philippines),
who was elected by acclamation at the 2nd plenary meeting of the Conference, on
15 July 1985.

173. At its 1st meeting, on 16 July 1985, the Committee elected the following
officers by acclamation:

Deputy Presiding Officers: Billie ~nler (Barbados)
Konjit Sine Giogis (Ethiopia)
Eva Szilagyi (Hungary)

Rapporteur: Helen Ware (Australia)

.J ...

174. The Committee considered agenda item 8 at its 1st to 18th meetings, from 16 to
25 Jul~' 1985.

175. It was agreed that the Committee should not hold a general discussion. The
Committee considered the draft paragraphs of the Forward-looking Strategies
allocated to it, as contained in documents A/CONF.116/l2 and A/CONF.116/CRP.l, at
its 1st to 11th and 18th meetings, on 16 to 20, 22 and 25 July 1985, taking into
account the two other documents before it (A/CONF.116/9 and Corr.l and
A/CONF.1l6/1S) •

176. The Second Committee recommended to the Conference for adoption the text of
the paragraphs to be incorporated in the chapters and sections of the
Forward-looking Strategies which had been referred to the Committee. For an
account of the action taken by the Conference with respect to these recommendations
see below.

177. In addition to considering the paragraphs of the Forward-looking Strat~~ies,

the Second Committee considered a number of draft resolutions submitted to it. The
text of the draft resolutions submitted to the Committee, in some cases as revised
or amended, is reproduced in annex I to this report, pursuant to a decision taken
by the Conference at its 20th meeting.

C. Action taken in plenary on the reports of th~

First and Second Committees

178. The Conference considered the reports of the First and Second Committees
(A/CONF.116/L.6 and Add.1-6 and A/CONF.116/L.S and Add.l-lS) at the 18th, 19th
and 20th plenary meetings, on 25 and 26 July 1985.

1. Action with respect to the text of the Forward-looking Strategies

179. The Conference decided to consider in their numerical order the paragraphs
recommended by the Committees for inclusion in the Forward-looking Strategies. The
Conference considered, in addition, a number of paragraphs which had been proposed
in Committee and on which it had been impossible to reach agreement in the
Committee concerned. These paragraphs were accordingly left to be decided by the
Conference, as is explained below in the appropriate COlltext.

-131-



Paragraphs 1-35* (A/OONF.116/L.5/Add.1-8)

180. At the 18th plenary meeting, on 25 July 1985, the Conference adopted by
consensus the text of paragraphs 1 to 35 recommended by the Second COmmittee. It
was agreed that paragraph 18 as it appeared in document A/OONF.116/l2 should be
deleted (see A/OONF.116/L.5/Add.5), and that paragraph 26 should, as recommended by
the Committee (see A/OONF.116/L.5/Add.8), be transferred to the beginning of
section C of the Introduction to the FOrward-looking Strategies.

181. The delegation of the Holy See reserved its position with respect to
paragraph 30 because it had not joined in the consensus at the International
Conference on Population (Mexico City, 1984) and did not agree with the substance
of paragraph 30.

Paragraph 36 (A/OONF.116/L.5/Add.9)

182. The COnference considered paragraph 36 at its 19th plenary meeting on
26 JUly 1985. The Second Committee had been unable to agree on the text of the
paragraph (which appeared in square brackets in the Committee's report) see
A/OONF.116/L.5/Add.9) and accordingly referred it to the plenary COnference for
consideration and decision.

183. After a debate in which the representatives of Egypt, Canada, the
Byelorussian SSR, Mexico, Norway, Philippines, Mali, Austria, Zambia, Ireland and
Algeria took part, it was agreed that the paragraph should be adopted and that the
countries which wished to formulate reservations to the paragraph should be
mentioned in a foot:lote.

Paragraphs 37-43 (A/OONF.116/L.5/Add.9)

184. The COnference adopted by consensus paragraphs 37 to 43 as recommended by the
Second COmmittee.

paragraph 44 (A/OONF.l16/L.6/Add.l)

185. As recommended by the First COmmittee, the COnference adopted by consensus and
without change the text of paragraph 44 as it appeared ~n document A/CONF.116/112.

Paragraph 45 (A/OONF.116/l2)

186. The First COmmittee had been unable to reach agreement on this paragraph as it
appeared in document A/OONF.116/l2 and referred it to the plenary for decision.
After a discuss~on in which the representatives of Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Trinidad and Tobago, Kenya, India and Italy took part, the COnference adopted the
paragraph.

* In this chapter the numbering of paragraphs of the Forward-looking
Strategies follows that in the reports of the Committees. As the COnference
decided to rearrange the order of certain paragraphs, the numbering is different in
the final text of the Strategies set out in chapter I above.
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Paragraphs 46-48 (A/ODNF.116/L.6/Add.1)

187. As recommended by the First Committee, the Conference adopted by consensus and
without change the text of paragraphs 46 to 48 as it appeared in document
A/ODNF.116/112.

~ragraphs 49 and 50 (A/ODNF.116/L.6/Add.1)

188. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 49 and 50
recommended by the First Committee in its report.

Paragraphs 51-72 (A/ODNF.116/L.6/Add.1)

189. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 52 to 55, 57 to 59,
62 and S9 recommended by the First Committee in its report, and as recommended by
the Committee adopted for paragraphs 51, 56, 60, 61, 63 to 67 and 69 to 72 the
relevant text as it appeared in document A/ODNF.116/12, without change.

190. The delegation of the United States of America formulated a reservation
concerning the phrase' "equal pay for work of equal value" in paragraph 70, 'on the
grounds that it was inconsistent with the federally adopted principle of equal pay
for equal work.

Paragraphs 73-94 (A/ODNF.116/L.6/Add.1)

191. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 73, 75, 78, 80
to 84 and 86 to 91 recommended by the First Committee in its report, and as
recommended by the Committee adopted for paragraphs 74, 76, 77, 79, 85 and 92 to 94
the relevant text as it appeared in document A/ODNF.116/12 without change.

192. The delegation of the United States of America stated that the reservation it
had expressed concerning the phrase "equal pay for work of equal value" in
paragraph 70 applied likewise to the same phrase in paragraph 73.

193. The delegations of Morocco and the United Arab Emirates formUlated
reservations concerning paragraph 75.

Paragraph 94 bis (A/ODNF.l16/CRP.2)

194. The text of a paragraph 94 bis, to be inserted immediately after paragraph 94,
had been submitted to the First Committee. The Committee had been unable to reach
agreement on the text of this proposed additional paragraph and referred it to the
plenary of the Conference for consideration and decision. The Conference
considered the proposed paragraph at its 19th and 20th plenary meetings on
26 July 1985. The paragraph read as follows:

There are coercive measures of an economic, political and other nature
that are promoted and adopted by certain developed States and are directed
towards exerting pressure on developing countries, with the aim of preventing
them from exercising their sovereign rights and of obtaining from them
advantages of all kinds, and furthermore affect possibilities for dialogue and
negotiation. Such measures, which include trade restrictions, blockades,
embargos and other economic sanctions incompatible with the principles of the
United Nations Charter and in violation of mUltilateral or bilateral
commitments, have adverse effects on the economic, political and social
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development of developing countries and therefore directly affect the
integration of woman in development, since that is directly related to the
objective of general social, economic and political development.

195. A discussion ensued in which the representatives of the following countries
took part. Belgium, Italy, Egypt, Mexico, Luxembourg~ Japan, Ghana, Trinidad an
Tobago, Yugoslavia, United States of America, Angola, Syrian Arab Republic, Federal
Republic of Germany, Cuba, German Democratic Republic, USSR, Kuwait, Viet Nam,
United Kingdom, Mali, Norway, Philippines, Kenya and OOngo.

196. After this discussion, the text of the proposed new paragraph 94 bis was put
to vote, by r01l-oa11, and was adopted by 109 votes to none, with 28 abstentions.
The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Chad, Chile, China,
Colombia, COJnoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic
Yemen, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, EcUador, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Namibiar Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Panamau Peru, Philippines, Poland, Republic of Korea,
Romania, Rwanda, Saint Christopher and Nevis, Samoa, Sao Tome and
Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, SOmalia, SIi Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailar"d, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago,.Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uni~ed Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: None.

Abstaining: Australia, ~ustria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, El Salvador,
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Portugal, San Marino,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, united Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Jmerica.

Paragraph 95 (A/CONF.ll6/12)

197. The First Committee had been unable to reach agreement on the draft text of
this paragraph as it appeared in document A/OONF.1l6/12 and referred it to the
plenary of the Conference for consideration and decision. At the 20th plenary
meeting title term "zionism" in the third sentence of the draft gave rise to a
protracte4! discussion, i~ which the representatives of the following countries took
part: Islamic RepUblic of Iran, Syrian Arab Republic, Belgium, Afghanistan,
Jordan, Canada, Mexico, Kenya, France, United States of America, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriyn, Ivory Coast, Angola, Senegal, United Kingdom, Norway, Ireland, Tunisia,
Iceland, ~rrinidad and Tobago, Switzerland, Federal Republic of Germany and Egypt.
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198. After a recess, the representative of Kenya proposed, in the light of
consultations conducted during the recess with interested delegations, that the
words "racism, zionism" in the third sentence of th~ draft text should be deleted
and replaced ~ the phrase "and all other forms of racism and racial
discrimination" •

199. statements were made by the representatives of the USSR, Egypt, Mexico,
colombia, Japan, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Venezuela, Philippines, China, Zambia,
Mali, Ghana, Honduras, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jamaica, Bangladesh, Malawi,
Nicaragua, Oman, Kuwait and Iraq. The observer for the Palestine Liberation
Organization also made a statement.

200. The amendment proposed by the representative of Kenya was agreed to and the
COnference adopted paragraph 95 as amended without a vote.

201. After the adoption, statements Were made by the representatives of the United
States of America, Burkina Faso, Syrian Arab Republic and Kenya. The delegation of
Albania made a statement dissociating itself from the consensus reached on
paragraph 95.

Paragraphs 96 and 97 (A/CDNF.116/L. 6/Add. 2)

202. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 96 and 97
recommended by the First Comittee in its report.

Paragraph 98 (A/CDNF.116/l2)

203. The First Committee had been unable to reach agreement on the draft text of
this paragraph as it appeared in document A/CDNF.l16/l2 and referred it to the
plenary of the Conference for consideration and decision. The Conference
considered the text at the 20th plenary meeting. The representatives of Egypt,
United States of America, Canada, United Republic of Tan~ania, Federal Republic of
Germany, Mali and Cuba spoke in the discussion, after which the text of
paragraph 98 was put to 'vote, by ro11-oa11, and was adopted by 103 votes to 1, with
27 abstentions. The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour:

I,

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bangladesh, Benin,
Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Chad, Chile,
China, Colombia, ~~oros, Congo, Cuba, cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic People's ~epublic of Korea, Democratic Yemen,
Djibouti, Dominic~n Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece,.
Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic
of), Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua,
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao TOme
and Princlpe, Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, TOgo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
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Against: united States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Portugal, Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Paragraph 99 (A/OONF.ll6!L.6/Add.2)

204. As recommended by the First Committee, the Conference adopted by consensus the
text of paragraph 99 as it appeared in document A/OONF.ll6/l2.

Paragraph 99 bis (A/OONF.ll6/CRP.2)

205. In the First Committee the draft text of an additional new paragraph 99 ~
had been sUbmitted, to be inserted immediately after paragraph 99. The Committee
had been unable to reach agreement on the draft and refe~red it to the plenary of
the Conference for consideration and decision. The draft text of paragraph 99~
read as follows:

Protectionism against developing countries' exports in all its forms, the
deterioration in the terms of trade, monetary instability, including high
interest rates and the reduction in real terms of flows of official
development assistance have aggravated the development problems of the
developing countries, and consequently have complicated the difficulties
hamperiog the integration of women in the development process.

One of the principal obstacles now confronting the developing countries
is their gigantic public and private external debt, which constitutes a
palpable expression of the economic crisis and has serious political, economic
and social consequences for those countries. Th~ amount of the external debt
obliges the developing countries to devote enormous sums of their already
scarce export income to the servicing of the debt, which affects their
peoples' lives and possibilities of development, with particular effects on
women. In many developing countries there is a growing conviction that the
conditions for the payment and servicing of the external debt cause those
countries enormous difficulties and that the adjustment policies traditionally
imposed are inadequate and lead to a disproportionate social cost.

The negative effects of the present international economic situation on
the least developed countries have been particularly grave and have caused
serious difficulties in the process of integrating women in development.

The growth prospects of the low income countries have seriously
deteriorated owing to the reduction in international economic co-operation,
particularly the reduction in real terms of flows of official development
assistance and the growing trade protectionism in the developed countries,
which restricts the capacity of the low income countries to attain the
objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women.

This situation is even more grave in the developing countries that are
afflicted by drought, famine and desertification.
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206. The representative of Mexico proposed that the phrase "reduction in real terms
of flows of official development assistance", which occurred twice in the draft
text, should in both cases be amended to read "the inadequate flow of official
development assistance". With this amendment the text of paragraph 99 bis was
adopted without a vote.

207. Reservations concerning paragraph 99 bis were expressed by the delegations of
Prance, Norway and the United States of America.

208. The Norwegian delegation reserved its position with respect to the formulation
of thl~ first line of paragraph 99 bis and with respect to the word "imposed" in the
second subparagraph.

Paragraphs 100 to 159 CA/OONF.116/L.6/Add.2)

209. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 100, 104, 108, 120,
121, 122, 126, 128, 136, 137, 139 to 144, 146, 148, 150 to 157 and 159 recommended
by the First Committee in its report, and as recommended by the Committee it
adopted for paragraphs 101, 102, 105, 106, 107, 109 to 119, 123 to 125, 127, 129
to 135, 138, 145, 147, 149 and 158 the relevant text as it appeared in document
A/CONF.116/12. It was agreed that paragraph 103 in that document would be deleted.

210. The delegation of Austria formulated a reservation concerning paragraph 136.

211. The delegation of the Holy See reserved its position with respect to
paragraphs 156 to 159 because it did not agree with the substance of these
paragraphs.

212. The delegation of the United Arab Emirates reserved its position with respect
to paragraph 158.

Paragraphs 160-242 CA/CONF.116/L.6/Add.2, Add.3 and Add.5)

213. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 160 to 165, 170,
172, 175, 176, 182, 183, 186, 189a, 194, 197, 200, 203, 208, 225, 228, 229, 230 to
234, 238, 239 and 241 as recommended by the First Committee in its report. It was
agreed that draft paragraph 235 would be deleted. In addition, as recommended by
the Committee, the Conference adopted for paragraphs 166 to 169, 171, 173, 174, 177
to 181, 184, 185, 187 to 189, 190 to 193, 195, 196, 198, 199, 201, 202, 204 to 207,
209 to 224, 226, 227, 236, 237, 240 and 242 the relevant text as it appeared in
document A/CONF.116/12.

Paragraph 243 CA/CONF.116/12)

214. The First Committee, having been unable to reach agreement on. the text of
paragraph 243 as it appeared in document A/CONF.116/12, referred it to the plenary
of the Conference for consideration and decision. At its 20th plenary meeting the
Conference adopted that text without a vote.

Par!!graph 243a

215. The text of an additional par.agraph 243a, to be inserted immediately after
paragraph 242, had been submitted to the First Committee. The Committee had been
unable to reach agreement on the text and referred it to the plenary of the
Conference for consideration and decision. The Conference consid~;red it at the
20th plenary meeting. The paragraph read as follows:
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serious suffering due
among other things, to
It was urgent to

In South-West Asia women and children have endured
to the violation of the United Nations Charter leading,
the vast problem of refugees in neighbouring countries.
achieve a political solution of the situation.

As so revised the par~graph was adopted without a vote.

Paragraphs 244 to 273 (A./OONF.E6/L.6/Add.3)

t~nkind is confronted with a choice: to halt the arms race and proceed
to disarmament or face annihilation. The growing opposition of women to the
danger of war, especially a nuclear war, which will lead to a nuclear
holocaust, and their support for disarmament must be respected. States should
be encouraged to ensure unhindered flow and access to information, including
to women, with regard to various aspects of disarmament to avoid dissemination
of false and tendentious information concerning armaments and to concentrate
on the danger of the escalation of the arms race and on the need for general
and complete disarmament under effective international control. The resources

Foreign military intervention in South-West Asia has caused immense
destruction and serious suffering, especially for women and children. The
continuing conflict, and especially the use of inhuman and indiscriminate
methods of warfare including against women and children to suppress the
resistance of the people, constitutes serious violations of international
humanitarian norms. This has led to the mass exodus of millions of people,
the vast majority of them women and children, and created enormous social and
economic problems for neighbouring countries. TO achieve the objectives of
the strategies of the year 2000, it is imperative to achieve an early
political solution of the situation on the basis of the withcirawal of foreign
troops and in accordance with the resolutions of the United Nations General
Assembly.

Safeguarding world peace and averting a nuclear catastrophe is one of the
most important tasks today in which women have an essential role~to play,
especially by supporting actively the halting of the arms race followed by
arms reduction and the attainment of a general and complete disarmament under
effective international control, anq thus contribute to the improvement of
their economic position. Irrespective of their socio-economic system, the
States should strive at avoidance of the confrontation and at building
friendly relations instead, which should be also supported by women.

216. After consultations, it was agreed that the paragraph should be revised to
read:

218. As regards par~graph 255, the Conference adopted the following text which had,
been recommended by the First Committee:

217. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 245, 246, 250 to
253, 255, 256, 260, 262, 265 and 268 to 273 recommended by the First Committee in
its report. In addition, as recommended by the Committee, the Conference adopted
for paragraphs 244, 257 to 259, 261, 263, 264, 266 and 267 the relevant text as it
appeared in document A/OONF.116/l2. It was agreed that draft paragraph 254 in that
document should be omitted. It was further agreed to adopt, in lieu of draft
parag aphs 247, 248 and 249 as they appeared in the said document, a paragraph in
the following terms:



lense
l. The
linate
the
ional
people,
ocial and
ives of
'i
f foreign
(;eneral

;00 to

!ring due
:hings, to
lt to

250 to
ttee in
adopted
ICt as it
~ in that
ift
:'aph in

le of the
.ay,
!d by
~t under
It of

the

ich had,

roceed
to the

; should
LUding
nination
ltrate
meral
!sources

released as a result of disarmament measures should be used to help promote
the well-being of all peoples and improve the economic and social conditions
of the developing countries. Under such conditions, States should pay
increased attention to the urgent need to improve the situation of women.

Paragraphs 274 to 305 (A/OONF.116/L.5/Add.lO and Add.ll, and A/OONF.116/L.6/Add.4)

219. The Conference adopted by consensus the text of paragraphs 274 to 283, 286
to 298 and 302 to 305 recommended by the Second Committee in its report
(A/OONF.116/L.S/Add.lO and Add.ll) and agreed to the COmmittee's recommendation
that paragraphs 280 and 281 should be placed in chapter II. The COnference adopted
also the text recommended in the First COmmittee's report (A/OONF.116/L.6/Add.4)
for paragraphs 284 and 285, these two paragraphs to be placed in chapter Ill. In
addition, the OOnference adopted the following text of paragraphs 299 and 300 as
recommended by the First COmmittee:

M. Refugee and displaced women and children

Paragraph 299

The international community recognizes a humanitarian responsibility to
protect and assist refugees and displaced persons. In many cases refugee and
displaced women are exposed to a variety of difficult situations affecting
their physical and legal protection as well as their psychological and
material well-being. Problems of physical debility, physical safety,
emotional stress and socio-psychological effects of separation or death in the
family, as well as changes in women's roles, together with limitations often
found in the new environment including lack of adequate food, shelter, health
care and social services call for specialized and enlarged assistance.
Special attention has to be offered to women with special needs. Furthermore,
the potential and capacities of refugee and displaced women should be
recognized and enhanced.

Paragraph 300

It is recognized that a lasting solution to the problems of refugees and
displaced women and children should be sought in the elimination of the root
causes of the flow of refugees and durable solutions should be found leading
to their voluntary return to their homes in conditions of safety and honour
and their full integration in the economic, social and cultural life of their
country of origin in the immediate future. Until such solutions are achieved,
the international community, in an expression of international solidarity and
burden-sharing, should continue providing relief assistance and also launching
special relief programmes taking into account the specific needs of refugee
women and children in countries of first asylum. Similarly, relief assistance

. and special relief programmes should also continue to be provided to returnees
and displaced women ~ad children. Legal, educational, social, humanitarian
and moral assistance should be offered as well as opportunities for their
voluntary repatriation, return or resettlement. Steps should also be taken to
promote accession by Governments to the 1951 Convention relating to the status
of refugees and to implement, on a basis of equity for all refugees,
provisions contained in this Convention and its 1967 Protocol.
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220. On the proposal of the delegation of Niger, s~pported by the delegations of
Mali and Burkina Faso, the Conference agreed to insert the following text as an
additional section in chapter IV:

Women in areas affected by drought

1. During the Decade~ the phenomenon of drought and desertification grew and
developed incessantly, no longer affecting merely some localities in a single
country but several entire countries.

2. The scale and persistence of drought constitutes a grave threat,
:"<irticularly for the countries of the S,ahel, in which famine and a
far-reaching deterioration of the envirl)nment set in as a result of the
desertification process.

3. Hence, despite the considerable efforts of the international community,
the living conditions of the peoples, particularly those of women and
children, which were already precarious, have become particularly miserable.

4. In view of that situation steps should be taken t.o promote concerted
programmes between the countries concerned for combating drought and
qesertification.' Efforts should be intensified for the formulation and
implementation of programmes aimed at food security and self-sufficiency, in
particular by the optimum control and exploitation of hydro-geological
resources.

5. A distinction should be made between emergency aid and productive
activities. Emer.gency aid should be intensified when necessary and as far as
~ver possible directed towards development aid.

6. Measures should be adopted to take into account women's contribution to
production, involve them more closely in the design, implementation and
evaluation of the programmes envisaged and ensure ample access for them to the
means of production and processing and preservation techniques.

Paragraph 306 (A/CONF.lI6/12)

221. The First COmmittee, to which the section of document A/CONF.ll6/l2 entitled
"Women and children under apartheid" containing the paragraph in question in square
brackets had been allocated, had been unable to reach agreement on the text of the
paragraph and referred it to the plenary of the COnference for consideration and
decision. The Conference considered this paragraph at the 20th plenary meeting.

222. The repre\:lentative of Egypt, speaking on behalf of the States me:,nbers of' the
Group of 77 represented at the Conference, proposed that the first alternative of
the paragraph should be adopted as it appeared in document A/CONF.ll6/l2, and
included in chapter III of the Forward-looking Strategies, subject to two changes:
(a) the opening pas~age of the eighth subparagraph should read "In addition to
measures already taken, further effective measures, including sanctions, should be
taken to terminate ••• n, (b) immediately after the ninth subparagraph an additional
subparagraph should be inserted which would read:
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The international community ro~st condemn the direct aggression committed
by the armed forces of the racist regime of South Africa against the frontline
countries as well as the recruitment, tr.aining and financing of mercenaries
and of armed bandits who massacre women and children and who are used to
overthrow the legitimate Governments of these countries by reason of their
support for the people of South Africa and Namibia.

223. In r.he ensuing discussion statements were made by the representatives of Mali,
Mexico, the United States of America, Namibia (represented by the United Nations
~ouncil for Namibia), Yugoslavia, Senegal, Trinidad and Tobago, United Republic of
Tanzania and Kenya. The representative of the Special COmmittee against Apartheid
and the observer for the South west Africa People's Organization also made
statements.

224. After the discussicn, the text o~ the proposed paragraph 306, as amended, was
put to the vote, by rol',,-call, and was adopted by 122 votes to 1, with
abstentions. The resule of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria,
Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burkifia Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cameroon, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa
Rica, CUba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Democratic People's Rep~b!ic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finland, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece;
Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, No:way, oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Saint
Christopher and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, SW8ziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, TogO, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
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Against: United States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, G~!many, Federal Republic of,
Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

225. Statements in, explanation of vote were made or expressing reservations were
made or submitted by a number of delegations.

226. The delegation of Swaziland stated that it had voted in favour of the
paragraph just adopted but reserved its position with respect to the eighth and
ninth subparagraphs for reasons which, it said, were well known to the Conference.
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227. The delegation of Lesotho stated that it had voted in favour of the paragraph
just adopted because of its firm conviction that: apartheid was the root cause of
many evils, and that the Government of Lesotho had made its position clear on this
matter. However, so far as the eighth subparagraph was concerned, the delegation
of Lesotho stated that it could not support econl:>mic sanctions against South Africa
because of Lesotho's geopolitical position and its economic dependence on South
Africa.

228. The delegation of Botswana stated that it supported the recommendations in the
paragraph just adopted but that it reserved its position with respect to the eighth
and ninth subparagraphs relating to sanctions, i.n conformity with the position
always tal,cen by Botswana when similar resolutions had been submitted to the General
Assembly.

Paragrap~~ (A/CONF.ll6/l2)

gm

AgainJ

Absta

229. The First Committee, to which the section of document A/OONF.l16/l2 entitled
"Palestinian women and children" containing the paragraph in question in square
brackets had been allocated, had been unable to reach agreement on the text of the
paragraph and referred it to the plenary of the Conference 'for consideration and
decision. The Conference considered the paragraph at the 20th plenary meeting.

230. The representative of Egypt, speaking on behalf of the States members of the
Group of 77 represented at the Conference, proposed that the second alternative of
the para"~raph as it appeared in document A/CONF'.116/l2 should be adopted and
included in chapter III of the Forward-looking Strategies.

231. The representative of the Syrian Arab Republic proposed that in the second
subparagraph a reference to Sec~rity Council resolution 497 (1981) should be added.
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233. Statements were made by the representative of Mali and the observer for the
Palestine Liberation Organization.

232. The delegation of Israel made a statement opposing the adoption of the
paragraph.

234. On being put to the vote, by roll-call, the text of paragraph 3077 as amended
by the Syrian Arab Republic, was adopted by 98 votes to 3, with 28 abstentions.
The result of the vote was as follows:

i.
( ~

\

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria,
Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cameroon, Chad, Chile t China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Kor~a,

Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon,
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania,
Maur i tius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Ifiger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, poland,
Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe: Senegal, Seychelles,
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Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and ~bago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United ~rab

Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

~gainst: Australia, Israel, United States of America.

~bstaining: Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Fiji, Finland,
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, ttaly,
Japan, Luxembourg, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Papua New Guinea, Peru, Portugal, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Paragraphs 308 to 372 (A/CONF.116/L.5/Add.l1, Add.12 and Add.13)

235. ~t the 20th plenary meeting the Conference adopted by consensus the text of
paragraphs 308 to 372 recommended by the Second Committee in its report, as well as
two additional new paragraphs recommended by the Committee (see
~/CONF.ll6/L.5/Add.ll-13).

* #It #It

236. Having considered the chapters, sections and paragraphs of the Forward-looking
Strategies and adopted them (as amended or revised in certain cases) at successive
meetings, the Conference at its 20th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1985, adopted the
text of the Forward-looking Strategies as a whole by consensus. For the final text
see chapte r I.

237. After the adoption of the text of the Forward-looking Strategies, statements
in explanation of vote or expressing reservations were made or submitted by France,
Spain, Australia, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Malaysia,
Finland, Albania, Sweden, Switzerland, Luxembourg (on behalf of the European
Community and Portugal and Spain), United States of America, Japan, Israel,
~rgentina, Portugal, Canada, Netherlands, Denmark, uruguay, Ecuador, Holy See,
Norway, Chile, Malaysia, Belgium, Federal Republic of Germany, Ireland.

238. The delegation of Malaysia expressed reservations concerning references to the
Convention on the Elimination of ~11 Forms of Discrimination against Women wherever
they occurred in the texts adopted by the Conference. rn that delegation's
opinion, some provisions of the Convention would impose a duty on States which
accept the Convention to introduce measures that could not be effected without
encountering problems. Examples were the provisions of Article 2 (a) and 2 (b)
which would entail specific amendments not only to the legislation but also to the
Federal Constitution of Malaysia. As some of the principles enunciated in the
Convention may be fundamentally inconsistent with the matters permitted by the
Federal Constitution, Malaysia was unable to accept the Convention as a whole.
Nevertheless, Malaysia had initiated measures giving equal opportunity to women in
a manner consistent with the objectives of the Convention, specifically ~rticles 6,
7, 12 and 13. The Convention would, however, be used as a guideline, whenever
possible, within the constitutional framework of Malaysia.

239. The representative of the Holy See stated that the participation of the
Holy See in the Conference was intended to express, both by word and by action, the
Holy See's strong interest in and commitment to the main goal of the United Nations
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Decade for Women, namely to proclaim and foster the human dignity of women and
their full participation in the life of society. Thus the delegation of the
Holy See had participated in the consensus on the FOrward-looking Strategies
accepted by the COnference, giving special attention to the followingl

(a) Measures to overcome the discrimination against women still existing in
law and politics and in society as a whole where women are marginalized simply
because of their sex, which prevent an authentic equality of women and men from
being attained,

(b) Projects to promote women as agents and beneficiaries of the development
of peoples and of the construction of peace, directed toward a better future and
bri.ghter destiny for all human beings,

(c) Proposals to recognize the family as the fundamental natural cell of
society, even though such an orientation will ~equire strong, attentive support and
commitment in the future. However, only if the family retains an important place
in the reflections about women (as well as men) can one look toward the future of
humanity with hope. Such reflections allow a positive future for humanity because,
above all, a mutual commitment to parenthood and a loving relationship of the woman
with her husband, the father of their children, are the conditions for a stable
family life and recognize one of the unique contributions that women make to
society. While these'goals should not be inconsistent with the presence of women
in the different environments of public life, nor with the contributions women make
to society, a necessary and renewed sharing of commitments within the family and
beyond it for both women and men brings satisfaction to both partners, to the
family and to society,

(d) Opposition to showing and using women as "sex objects", even if such
opposition during the deliberations was not logically developed into a critieism of
sexual permissiveness and irresponsibility,

(e) Activities on behalf of some particular and difficult situations of
women: the poorest women, rural women, indigenous women, migrant and refugee
women, old women, handicapped women, women forced into prostitution and those under
apartheid. Special attention has been given to this cat~gory because~a

preferential option for the poor is a gospel imperative emphasized in the constant
teaching of the Church.

240. At the same time, the delegation of the Holy See stated that it was obliged to
express some serious concerns about some of the paragraphs which had been adopted
and which hindered or detracted from the process of authentic human development:

(a) Political change and socio-economic progress were not enough to ensure
the advancement of women in equality, development and peace, for they did not
adequately deal with basic anthropological and ethical questions. The Strategies
failed to reflect adequately the fundamental conviction regarding the dignity of
every human person which was at the base of common humanity,

(b) The participation of a larger number of women in social life of and by
itself was not SUfficient. Women were not simply "human resources" to be used.
While the usual sexual stereotypes were not to be repeated because of their
discriminatory character, the alternative could not be a uniformity of human
beings. This would be a sad impoverishment of humanity. Women's original
contribution and particular qualities were not sufficiently reflected in the
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Strategies, and hence the diversity and richness of humanity failed to appear in
the text,

(c) The development of the human person involved many levels of reflection,
and therefore the only true human development was one encompassing ethical,
cultural and religious aspects of the human person. The clear, convincing and
consistent consciousness of this point was lacking in the text, even if occasional
allusions to it occurred,

(d) Certain practices of family planning, which presupposed an ideological
basis of sexual freedom as the final liberation of women, caused great concern.
Often promoted by rich and powerful institutions, they threatened the unity and
stability of fu~rriage and the family and menaced the cultural values of third world
countries, notably the healthy vitality and joy o~ living of their families.

d

n

241. The representative of the United States of ~merica stated that her delegation
had joined in the adoption of the Forward-lookin~l Strategies document because of
what it said about women and their unique concerns. The United States delegation
was proud to have been ~ part of the COnferer~e, and to have participated actively
in the formulation of the final document. .

~42. In one sense, she said, the Forward-looking Strategies document was a
milestone in the discussion of women's concerns and participati~n in societies
throughout the world. In those areas of unique concern to the world's women, the
COnference had truly accomplished a great deal. It had reaffirmed the right of
women to full equality in every aspect of s~ial, economic, cultural and political
life. In so doing, it had placed a powerfUl weapon - that of international public
opinion - in the hands of women throughout the world.

243. The participants had pledged their support for equal opporunities in
employment, health and education. They had pointed to the need for greater
attention to the role of women in industry, science, social services, trade,
communications and community development, to name but a few.

244. Development, a crucial factor for the overwhelming majority of the women of
the world, was also an area of broad general agreement. In the developing world,
where most of the work was done by women while most of the wealth was controlled by
men, there was a vital need to reorient development programmes toward the needs and
aspirations of women. Ber delegation was proud of the development section of the
Forward-looking Strategies and the new insights it provided into the unique
probiems of women in the development process, but also the' enormous potential force
that women reresented if only they were allowed to devote their energies to the
betterment of their own lives, as well as the lives of their families.

245. The COnference ha6 also focused on women whose concerns were special and thus
deserved special attention - the elderly, the abused, the disabled and the
destitute. They toiled in poverty in both city and countryside. They were ravaged
by war, held against their will, forced into unimaginable degradation and de~ied

their means of livelihood. They were forced to leave their homes to seek work, or
to flee their homelands because of persecQtion basad on race, religion, or
political affiliation. All these problems were dealt with in the Forward-lOOking
Strateg~es, and her delegation was proud that it has been possible to reach
agreements and form a plan of action whic'n, if implemented, could lead to
substantial improvement in the situation of these women who suffer.
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246. However, there were also sections of the FOrward-looking Strategies whioh gave
her delegation reason for concern. Too often there was a tendency for the document
to call for State action to correct wrongs which stemmed from obstacles beyond the
control of Governments - ranging from simple ignorance to deep-rooted
socio-cultural traditions. The United States representative repeated her
delegation's reservations with regard to paragraphs 70, 73 and 137 [paras. 69, 72
and 137 in the final text] and the formula "equal pay for work of equal value". As
had been stated, the United States Government maintained the principl~ of equal pay
for equal work.

247. Finally, there were sections of the Forward-looking Strategies to which the
United States delegation strongly ojected. Most obvious of these were elements of
the paragraphs on apartheid and Palestinian women, although the delegation~s

difficulties extended to a lesser degree to other sections of the document as
well. As was well known, her delegation had long been concerned and sought to
minimize the insertion of general political issues with only a nominal connection
with the unique concerns of women into the Conference - a Conference which should
have been devoted to the unique concerns of women. Unfortunately, other
delegations seemed to be less interested in those issues, and instead had used the
Conference to pursue the same divisive political issues that permeated the entire
United Nations system. While not wishing to belittle the suffering in the Middle
East or southern Africa - nor in Afghanistan, cambodia or central America - her
delegation considered'that this Conference was neither the place nor the occasion
to attempt solutions to these global issues so hotly debated elsewhere. Her
delegation could not accept the unbalanced and at times even destructive language
that marred these two sections of the FOrward-looking Strategies.

248. The united States delegation viewed the Forward-looking Strategies as a
reflection of two basic tendencies. There were those delegations who were
interested in the special problems of women and worked tirelessly for a document
that would air those problems and seek to formulate practical solutions.
Unfortunately, there were still others who were more interested in using the
Conference to pursue a separate political agenda. FOr the former, her delegation
had only the greatest respect and admiration, all the more so because of the way
they· had continued to work for the cause of women, while the latter group had done
everything it could to debase their cause and the Conference itself.

249. The united Kingdom stated that it had joined the consensus on the final
document of the COnference entitled "The Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women". It considered this to be a valuable document containing
practical and realistic ideas for progress over the next 15 years and attached
great importance to its technical content. However, the United Kingdom did not
consider that the Conference was an appropriate forum for the discussion of general
political issues and wished to make clear that it had reservations on several
paragraphs of the document, and to explain why it had abstained on certain ot them.

250. The united Kingdom did not accept the tendentious and misleading explanations
of the causes of underdevelopment and of the obstacles to the implementation of
United Nations goals and objectives for the advancement of women in paragraphs 45
and 95 [paras. 44 and 95 in the final text] respectively of the Forward-looking
Strategies: these took no account of the discrimination and other detrimental
policies in various countries and regions of the world which hindered development
and the advancement of women.
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251. The united Kingdom considered that the sweeping references in paragraph 94 ~
[para. 94 in the final text] to unspecified measures by unspecified countries were
irrelevant to this document. It had consistently opposed the use of binding treaty
language in the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States (para. 98) in order
to impose far-reaching obligations of a long-term character. It did not accept
that adjustment policies for developing countries (para. 99 bis) [para. 100 in the
final text] were inadequate.

~52. While the United Kingdom sympathized with the underlying sentiment of the
£!Lrst subparagraph of paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text], it believed that
the language of this subparagraph was in some respects exaggerated. Its position
on the International COnvention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid was well-known. It was not prepared to support an armed struggle nor to
give assistance to national liberation movements which condoned violence (third and
eleventh subparagraphs). The United Kingdom had made clear on numerous occasions,
most recently in the statement of the·British Deputy Permanent Representative in
the Security Council on 25 July, that it was opposed to the complete termination of
contacts with South Africa (eighth subparagraph). It did not believe that this
would be effective in bringing about the desired reforms in south Africa: dialogue
and economic involvement in South Africa seemed more likely than iSOlation to help
the black community•

253. The United Kingdom had great ~pathy for the plight of Palestinian women, but
had reservations about some of the formulations in paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the
final text], which concerned political issues more appropriate to the United
Nations forums.

254. The delegation of Portugal welcomed the adoption without a vote of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women as a very positive and
important contribution to the United Nations activities for the promotion of the
status of women. It wished, however, to record that the positions it had adopted
on the controversial elements included in the text, namely those relating to
political, economic and disarmament issues, should not be taken as prejudging the
positions of the Government of Portugal in the appropriate United Nations forums.

255. The Government of Sweden stated that it had been pleased to join the consensus
in the adoption of the Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women. It
was important that the process initiated by the United Nations Decade for Women
should continue and that progress made and obstacles encountered be monitored and
evaluated also in the years to come. In this context, the Forward-looking
Strategies would be of crucial importance. In the Swedish view, the document's
importance was further enhanced by its adoption without a vote.

256. While strongly supporting the Forward-looking Strategies as a whole, the
Government of Sweden had reservations concerning paragraphs containi~g formulations
to which Sweden could not fully subscribe.

257. As regards paragraph 94 bis [para. 94 in the final text] concerning economic
and other coercive measures, Sweden objected to coercive economic measures which
were. not founded on decisions by the Security Council in accordance with the
United Nations Charter. However, the principles involved should have a universal
applicability and Sweden, therefore, had had to abstain in the vote on the
paragraph as formulated.
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258. In spite of certain reservations, Sweden had been in a position to support
paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text] concerning women and children under
apartheid. There could be no question about the urgent need to eliminate the
abhorrent apartheid system, which Sweden had consistently condemned as an
institutionalized form of racial discrimination, and to terminate South Africa's
illegal occupation of Namibia through the speedy and effective implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978). Further effective pressure must be brought
to bear on the regime in South Africa in order to bring about the urgently needed
change. Therefore, the Government of Sweden reiterated its call for mandatory,
economic sanctions decided by the Security Council. Pending such decisions,
Sweden, in co-operation with the other Nordic countries, had adopted certain
unilateral measures aiming at restricting relations with South Africa and also at
inspiring other countries to similar action. Furthermore, Sweden had expanded its
humanitarian assistance to the national liberation movements strQggling against
apartheid in South Africa, to refugees and to other victims and opponents of
apartheid as well as to the front-line States in southern Africa.

259. The Government of Sweden, however, had to reserve its position on ce~tain

formulations of the paragraph in question which did not take into account the fact
that only the Security Council could adopt decisions mandatory for Member States.
Sweden also reserved its position on the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of !partheid.

260. While in agreement with the general thrust of paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the
final text] concerning Palestinian women and children, Sweden had found it
necessary to abstain in the vote on that paragraph because of its reservations
concerning certain formulations using unbalanced language or failing to reflect
adequately the complexity of the underlying political conflict. In that regard,
the Government of Sweden continued to maintain that the principles contained in
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) should constitute the basis
for a negotiated settlement. In the SwediSh view, these principles implied an
Israeli withdrawal from the territories occupied since 1967 in return for peace
within secure and recognized boundaries. Furthermore, a settlement must enable the
Palestinian people to exercise their right to self-determination, inclUding the
right to establish a State of their own.

261. Certain paragraphs, such as paragraphs 36 and 98 [paras. 35 and 97 in the
final text], implied endorsement of instruments or resolutions to which Sweden had
expressed reservations or which Sweden had not been able to support, either as a
whole or in parts. The Swedish position 'regarding those documents had been
repeatedly stated and remained unchanged.

262. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that:

(a) With regard to paragraph 36 [para. 35 of the final text] of the '
Forward-looking Strategies it wished to recall that it had been unable to support
the Declaration of Mexico and the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the
Decade,

(b) It reserved its position with regard to paragraphs 45 and 95 [paras. 44
and 95 of the final text] because it considered that these paragraphs did not
adequately describe the reasons for discrimination againat women and the obstac·~s

to their integration into the development process,
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(c) It reserved its position with regard to paragraphs 94 Bi!, 98 and 99 B!!
[paras. 94, 99 and 100 of the final text] which in its view contained imbalances
and inappropriate accusations at variance with the objectives of this document,

(d) It reserved its position with regard to paragraph 306 [para. 259 of the
final text] because it could not support some of the measures demanded in order to
eliminate apartheid,

(e) It reserved its position with regard to paragraph 307 [para. 260 of the
final text] because it felt that the formulations in that paragraph should duly
take into account all elements of a just and durable settlement of the Middle East
conflict as laid down in Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

263. The delegation of Belgium expressed a general regret that certain questions
concerning relations between States or the human condition as a whole and not
having a specific bearing on the status of women had been discussed by the
Conference and dealt with in the context of the FOrward-looking Strategies. These
questions were within the competence of other international forums, and accordingly
Belgium reserved the position it had taken or would take in those forums with
regard to such questions. In particular, Belgium expressed reservations with
respect to certain passages of the Forward-looking Strategies document contained in
paragraphs 94 bis, 99 bis, 306 and 307 [paras. 94, 100, 259 and 260 in the final
text]. In addition, Belgium wished to reiterate the reservations it had expressed
at the time of the adoption 9f the Forward-looking Strategies concerning certain
declarations and instruments referred to in the Strategies. These reservations
applied in particular to certain instruments referred to in paragraphs 36 and 98
[paras. 35 and 98 in the final text] of the Strategies document.

264. The Government of Finland stated that it had been pleased to J01n the
consensus on the adoption of the FOrward-looking Strategies for the advancement of
women. It was important that the process initiated by the United Nations Decade
for Women should continue and that progress should be made and obstacles
encountered should be monitored and evaluated also in the years to come. In this
context, the Forward-looking Strategies would be of crucial importance. In the
Finnish view, the document's importance was further enhanced by its adoption
without a vote.

265. While strongly supporting the Forward-looking Strategies as a whole, the
Government of Finland had reservations concerning paragraphs containing
formulations to which it could not fully susbcribe.

266. As regards paragraph 94 bis [para. 94 in the final text] concerning economic
and other coercive measures which were not founded on decisions by the Security
Council in accordance with the United Nations Charter. HOwever, the principles
involved should have a universal applicability, and Finland, theref9re, had had to
abstain in the vote on the paragraph as formulated.

267. In spite of certain reservations, Finland had been in a position to support
paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text] concerning women and children under
apartheid. There could be no question about the urgent need to eliminate the
abhorrent apartheid system which Finland had consistently condemned as an
institutionalized form of racial discrimination, and to terminate South Africa's
illegal occupation of Namibia through the epeedy and effective implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978). Further effective pressure must be brought
to bear on the regime in South Africa in order to bring about the urgently needed
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change. Therefore, the Government of Finland reiterated its call for mandatory,
economic sanctions decided by the Security Council. Pending such decisions,
Finland, in co-operation with the other Nordic countries, had adopted certain
unilateral measures aiming at restricting relations with South Africa and also at
inspiring other countries to similar action. Fu~thermore, Finland had expanded its
humanitarian assistance to the national liberation movements struggling against
apartheid in South Africa, to refugees and to other victims and opponents of
apartheid as well as to the front-line States in southern Africa.

268. The Government of Finland, however, had to reserve its position on certain
formulations'of the paragraph in question which did not take into account the fact
that only the Security Council could adopt decisions mandatory for Member States.
Finl~nd also reserved its position on the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.

269. While in agreement with the general thrust of paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the
final text] concerning Palestinian women and children, Finland had found it
necessary to abstain in the vote on that paragraph because of reservations
concerning certain formulations using unbalanced language. and failing to reflect
adequately the complexity of the underlying political conflict. In that regard,
the Government of Finland continued to maintain that the Security Council's
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) constituted the basis for a comprehensive
settlement. According to these resolutions Israel must withdraw from Arab
territories occupied since 1967. The rights of Israel and all other States of the
area to exist within secure and recognized bouhdaries must be guaranteed.
Furthermore, a settlement must enable the Palestinian people to exercise its right
to national self-determination.

270. Finally, paragraph 98 implied endorsement of instruments or resolutions to
which Finland had expressed reservations or which Finland had not been able to
support, either as a whole or in part. The Finnish position regarding those
documents had been repeatedly stated and remained unchanged.

271. The delegation of Japan stated that it had joined in the adoption by consensus
of-the Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women-, recognizing the
importance of this document and respecting the spirt t of CO-ol?eration and
solidarity for the success of the Nairobi Conference. -

272. As indicated at the time, Japan wished to clarify its position on some of the
contents of the Strategies document.

273. Japan had contributed, in various forums, to the promotion of disarmanent, as
disarmament could play a great role for the achievement and the maintenance of
world peace and stability, which were most important for the improvement of life
and the welfare of all mankind. HOwever, disarmament was inseparable from'the
security policies of each nation and no nation could be eXpected to implement
disarmament unilaterally, because it might affect its own security. Japan did not
believe that effective disarmament could be achieved by merely expressing
idealistic slogans or principles and that true disarmament could be realized
without sufficient verificati~n measures.

274~ Japan wished to make clear that its participation in the adoption by consensus
of the Strategies document did not in any way mean a departure from its
aforementioned basic positions on this matter.
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275. Japan was aware of the view of the developing countries on the establishment
of a new international economic order (NIEO). However, Japan considered that a
NIEO had not yet been fully discussed in the proper.- :>rum, and hence Japan's
joining in the consensus did not mean any change in its past position on a new
international economic order.

276. Japan had abstained from voting on paragraph 94 bis [para. 94 in the final
text] because the thrust of this paragraph came from General Assembly resolutions
38/197 and 39/210, which Japan had voted against. In this regard, Japan wished to
make the following two points:

(a) The paragraph in question dealt with a matter of a political nature
inconsistent with the principal aims of the FOrward-looking Strategies,

(b) The paragraph was not even-handed because it referred only to the
"coercive" economic measures taken b}. developed countries against developing
countries, without due regard to other cases.

277. Japan had voted in" favour of paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text] but
wished to make the fol~owing comments:

(a) With regard to the International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid referred to in the first subparagraph,
although Japan understood the purposes of thi~ instrument, owing to the ambiguity
of the elements constituting a crime, Japan had difficulties in signing and
ratifying the Convention, in view of the Japanese domestic laws concerned,

(b) with regard to the material assistance referred to in the second
subparagraph, Japan's understanding was that this did not include military
assistance,

(c) with regard to the eighth subparagraph, which sought to terminate all
collaboration with the racist regime of South Africa in the political, military,
diplomatic and economic fields, Japan understood that such termination did not
include that of normal trade,

(d) With regard to the ninth subparagraph, which sought comprehensive and
mandatory measures against South Africa, Japan did not believe that such measures
would provide an effective and expeditious means of achieving a peaceful solution
to the question of apartheid.

278. The delegation of Israel stated that its participation in the consensus on the
final document on "Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women" did not
include paragraph 260. Israel had voted against this paragraph, because it was
completely biased and untrue, had been introduced only to serve the ongoing
relentless political warfare against Israel, was thus totally unrelated and
extraneous to the subject-matters of the Conference, and would only hinder the
realization of its purposes.

279. The Government of Canada expressed its great satisfaction that the Conference,
as a result of a spirit of compromise and co-operation on the part of all
Governments present, had achieved consensus on the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies. This was a significant achievement. The Government of Canada, while
pleased to join in the consensus, nevertheless wi.shed to have its reservations
noted in the official records of the Conference with respect to those paragraphs in
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the vote on which the Canadian delegation had abstained, namely: 94 bis, 98, 306
and 307 [paras. 94. 98, 259 and 260 in the final text]. with respect to
paragraph 36 [para. 35 in the final text], the Government of Canada stated that
Canada was one of the Member States listed in the footnote as having reservations.

280. The Government of Argentina reserved its position with respect to the
reference, in the first subparagraph of paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the final text]
of the Forward-looking Strategies, to torture as one of the oppressive Israeli
practices to which Palestinian women in the occupied Arab territories are allegedly
vulnerable.

281. The Government of the Netherlands submitted the following comments concerning
certain paragraphs of the Forward-looking Strategies:

(a) As regards paragraph 95 it stated that the reference in this paragraph to
"all other forms of racism" could not, in the opinion of the Netherlands, be
interpreted to include a reference to zionismJ

(b) With rega~d to paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text] it stated that
the Netherlands rejected the system of apartheid and agreed fully that as a result
of the continued practice of this syst~m women and children suffer from inhumane
practices. The Netherlands had abstained from voting on this paragraph because it
contains several elements which are not acceptable, notably the r~ference in the
first subparagraph to the International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment on the Crime of Apartheid and the reference in 'the eighth subparagraph
to the termination of all collaboration with South Africa in the political,
military, diplomatic and economic fieldsJ

(c) As regards paragraph 3D1 [para. 260 in the final text] the Government of
the Netherlands stated that, although the Netherlands agreed that Palestinian women
had for many years faced difficult living conditions, had suffered and were
consequently a vulnerable group, it had had to abstain from voting on this
paragraph, which contains various unacceptable elements. In the opinion of the
Netherlands, reference to the right to self-determination of the Palestinian people
should be placed in the context of a comprehensive, negotiated settlement of the
problems in the region, including the right of Israel to exist within secuIt. and
recognized borders. One of the other problems for the Netherlands i~ this
paragraph was the reference to the implementation of the programme of action for
the achievement of Palestinian rights.

282. The delegationl of Denmark stated that it had abstained in the vote on
par.::.graph 94 bis [~lClra. 94 in the final text] of the Forward-looking Strategies.
Denmark c~nfirmed i.ts support for the relevant provision of the "Declaration on
Principles of Inter~national Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in acc:ordance with the Charter of the United Nati.ons" (General
Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, annex). This provision r'eads:
"No State may use c)r enc:ourage the use of economic, political or any other type of
measures to coerce another State in order to obtain from it the subordination of
the exercise of its sovereign rights and to secure from it advantage of any kind".
Denmark could not accept, however, that the paragraph in question is addressed
one-sidedly to developed countries only.

283. Furtherm~re, Der~~rk had reservations with respect to formulations in the
Forwa~d-looking Str~te9ies document which are of a purely political nature and
extraneous to the subject matter of the Forward-looking Strategies. Although
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Denmark had voted in favour of paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text] it
therefore had reservations on several of its subparagxaphs, in particular the
eighth subparagraph. For the same reasons Denmark had abstained in the vote on
paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the final text] of the Strategies document.

294. The Government of Ireland expressed reservations with respect to certain
paragraphs of the Forward-looking Strategies, in addition to paragraph 36 [para. 35
in the final text] where Ireland is included in the footnote listing the countries
having reservations to that paragraph.

285. As regards paragraph 75 [para. 74 in the final text], the Government stated
that Ireland had joined in the consensus on this paragraph on the basis that its
second sentence was concerned with the principle of equality of rights, and did not
imply any obligation on the part of a State to provide for dissolution of marriage,
or to provide any special forms of divorce.

286. With respect to paragraphs 94 Ei! and 98 [paras. 94 and 98 in the final text],
Ireland was of the view that the targeting of developed countries for blame for the
economic and other difficulties experienced by developing countries was unbalanced
and did not adequately ~eflect the complex nature of the problem. For these
reasons Ireland had abstained in the separate votes on these p~ragraphs.

287. As regards paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text] the Government of
Ireland stated that Ireland had voted in favour of this paragraph. This position
had been adopted without prejudice to the following reservations:

(a) Ireland does not propose to sign or ratify the International Convention
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of ApartheidJ

(b) Ireland supports the introduction of measures to bring about an end to
the apartheid system on a graduated, selective mandatory basis but has grave
reservations about the effectiveness and the practicability of attempting to
isolate South Africa totallYJ

(c) While Ireland has consistently suppor~ed the full implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) and the unconditional withdrawal of South
African forces from Angola, Ireland feels that sanctions cannot be effective unless
imposed and enforced by the Security CouncilJ

(d) While Ireland has consistently opposed the aparthei~ regime in South
Africa the Irish Government does not recognize that violenc;e can be a 1'gitimate
means of securing political change. For this reason Ireland '~ill continue its
policy of granting material and financial assistance to humanitarian groups and
those seeking change by non-violent means.

288. With respect t.o paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the final text] the Government
stated that Ireland attached the greatest importance to matters affecting the
rights of the population of the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967 and
broadly supported the spirit of this paragraph. However, Ireland would have wished
to see a number of modifications in the language of this paragraph and in
particular the reference to torture. As a result Ireland had abst~ined in the vote
on the paragraph as a whole.

289. The Government of France expressed reservations with respect to a number of
paragraphs of the Forward-looking Strategies, !i!.:
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(a) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 36 [para. 35 in the
final text], in particular as regards the reference to the Declaration of Mexico on
the Equality of Women and their contribution to Development and Peace, 1915,

(b) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 45 [para. 44 in the
final text] as adopted by the Conference,

(c) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 94 ~ [para. 94 in
the final text] as adopted by the Conference,

(d) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 95 as adopted by the
Conference,

(e) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 98 as adopted by the
Conference,

(f) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 99 bis (para. 100 in
the final text] as adopted by the Conference,

(g) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the
final text], in particular as regards the eighth and ninth subparagraphs. If the
subparagraphs of this paragraph had been put to the vote separately, France would
have been able to vote in favour of all the other subparagraphs,

(h) France expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the
final text] which in its opinion did not reflect a balanced point of view regarding
the situation referred to in chapter IV wAreas of special concern" [of document
A/CONF.116/l2] in the section entitled "Palestinian women and children".

290. As regards chapter III as a whole of the Forward-looking Strategies, France
stated that the fact that it had joined in the consensus on the chapter did not
prejudge th~ positions adopted by Fra~ce with respect to the subject-matter in the
appropriate fo~ums.

291. The Swiss delegation submitted comments and reservations regarding certain
paragraphs of the FOrward-looking Strategies, !!!.:

(a) With respect to paragraph 36 [para. 35 in the final text] Switzerland
expressed a reservation at the time when the paragraph was ac~pted by consensus,
for the paragraph contains inter al~ a reference to the Declaration of Mexico City
of 1975 which was not endorsed by Switzerland (Switzerland is one of the countries
listed in the footnote to this paragraph),

(b) Switzerland abstained in the vote on paragraph 94 B!! [para. 94 in the
final text] on the grounds that, while opposed to the taking of restrictive
commercial measures for political purposes - and this objection applies to all
cases of such commercial measures and irrespective of the country against which
such measures are di.rected - SAitzerland considered that this paragraph dealt with
e question for the settlement of which other forums were competent,

(c) Switzerland expressed reservations concerning paragraph 98 because the
formulation implies an excessively general attribution exclusively to developed
countries of the responsibility for the difficulties at present being experienced
in international economic relations,
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(d) Switzerland expressed reservations concerning the first, second and
fourth subparagraphs of paragraph 99 bis [para. 100 in the final text]. In the
opinion of Switzerla~1 it was first and foremost protectionism as such that ought
to be censured in the first subparagraph. Furthermore, the language of the second
and fourth subparagraphs was not satisfactory in that it did not express a balanced
view regarding the causes of indebtedness and of the deterioration of growth
prospects,

(e) With regard to paragraph 293 [para. 292 in the final text] Switzerland,
which expressed a reservation concerning this paragraph, considers that
transnational corporations are by no means principally responsible for the
excessive and inappropriate exploitation of the land,

(f) With respect to paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text] Switzerland
abstained in the vote on this paragraph. Although it firmly condemns the aparth~'~

system, which is incompatible with human rights and with switzerland's own
conception of the dignity of the human person, and although it hopes fot a change
in this respect, Switzerland, by virtue of the principle of universality which is
the basis of its external relations, is also seeking a dialogue with Sta~as whose
ideas differ from its own,

(g) As regards paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the final text] Switzerland
abstained in the vote on this paragraph, f:or while attaching very gr~~at importance
to the settlement of the Palestinian problem, both for the sake of ~Jrld peace and
for the sake of the populations concerned, Switzerland too11t the view' that bodies
other than the Nairobi Conference were responsible for finding s solution to the
problem.

292. The representative of Australia stated that the Forward-looking Str~tegies

contained much that would be of very real value to women all over tne world.
Australia had strongly supported the Conference as a way 'of cAdvanci,ng the status of
women at both national and international levels and had ever'!! confldemce that the
Conference would be welcomed for the benefits it would bring to women in Australia
and elsewhere, especially in developing countries. It was a tribute to the. efforts
of Kenya as host that potentially divisive i~sues had been defused ~nd that good
sense had prevailed.

293. As was obvious from Australian statements and votes, there were parts of the
document which Australia did not like and could not support. However, in response
to the spirit of co-operation and sisterhood at the Conference, Australia was not
willi5~g to allow thn~e objections to. prevent it from supporting the Forward-lookin9
Strategies document. Australia regretted very much not being able to vote in
favour of the section on apartheid. Its abstention did not in ellnl' way represent
any tolerance whatsoever of this repugnant system but was necessa~y because of some
specific unacceptable references.

294. The representative of Australia also regretted thaG a negotiated solution
~ould not be found to the section on Middle East issues. Bowev~r fundamental
principles were involved, and the Conference had proven inappropriate for resolvi.ng
such difficulties.

295. Australia sincerely believed that a strong and progressiv~ document was the
greatest and the most unique gift that COUld. be given to the women of the world.
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296. Speaking on behalf of the European Economic Community, its member States and
Spain and Portugal, the representative of Luxembourg welcomed the adoption by
consensus of the document on the Forward-looking Strategies, which represented a
sound basis for the development at all levels of ~ctivities to promote equality of
opportunity for women.

297. The Community was already embarked on a very advanced global policy in that
field and the results of the Conference, particularly the document on the
Forward-looking Strategies, would be of substantial help in supporting and
strengthening its efforts. The representative of Luxembourg expressed regret that
questions of general policy had often relegated the special problems of women to
the background~ The Community and its member States naturally wanted the positions
they adopted on questions of general policy to be the same as those they take in
other United Nations bodies. To a large extent that explained the votes of the
member States of the Community on a number of paragraphs dealing with those
questions.

298. The representative of Luxembourg reiterated the intention of the community,
its member States and Spain and Portugal to continue the discussions and dialogue
in the United Nations after the Conference. He stressed the need for a regular
evaluation at all levels of the progress achieved in creatir.g equal opportunities
for women.
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299. Uruguay endorsed the Conference document entitled: ."Forward-looking
Strategies of implementation for the advancement of women". It wished however to
express its reservations on certain statements in paragraphs 306 and 307
[paras. 259 an~ 260 of the final text], with which it did not agree and which,
moreover, in the view of the Government of Urug~ay, went beyond the Objectives of
the Decad'a and were contrary to its general spirit.

300. While strongly supporting the Forward-looking Strategies as a whole the
Government of Norway wished to submit its reservations with regard to certain
paragraphs to which Norway could not fully subscribe.

301. Norway abstained in the 'Iota on paragraph 94 bis [para. 94 in the final text]
of ' the Forward-looking Strategies, concerning economic and coercive measures, as
Norway objected to measures of that type that were not founded on decisions of the
Security Council in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.
Furthermore, the paragraph was unbalanced in that it addressed only th~ developed
countries.
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302. Norway had voted in favour of paragraph 306 [para. 259 in the final text]
concerning women and children under apartheid, despite certain reservations. There
could be no q~~otion about the urgent need to eliminate the abhorrent apartheid
system, which Norway had c;nsistently condemned as an institutionalized fo~ of
racial discrimination. South Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia should also be
terminated through the speedy and effective implementation of Security Council
resolution 435 (1978). Further effective pressure must be brought to bear on the
Government of South Africa in order to bring about the necessary changes.
Therefore, the Government of Norway reiterated its call for mandat9ryeconomic
sanctions by the Security Council against South Africa. Pending such decisions,
Norway, in co-operation with the other Nordic countries, had adoPtee, c~rtain

unilateral measures directed at restricting economic and other retations with South
Africa and hoped that other countries would implement similar measures.
Further~ore, Norway had expanded its humanitarian assistance to South Africa, to



f

t

e

e

refugees and other v~ctims and opponents of apartheid as well as to the front-line
States in southern Africa and co-operation with the Southern African Development
Co-ordination Conference. The Government of Norway, however, had to reserve its
position on certain formulations of that paragraph which did not take into account
the fact that only the Security Council could adopt decisions which were mandatory
for the M~mber states. Norway also reserved its position on the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, to which
Norway had not acceded.

303. As regards paragraph 307 [para. 260 in the final text] concerning Palestinian
women and children, Norway, despite its great sympathy for the plight of the
Palestinian women, had found it necessary to abstain in the vote because of certain
formulations using unbalanced language and failure to reflect ~dequately the
complexity of the underlying political conflicts. In that regard, the Government
of Norway continued to maintain that the principles contained in Security Council
resolutions 242 U967) and 338 (1973) should constitute the basis for a negotiated
settlement to the conflicts in the Middle East.

304. Certain paragraphs,' such as paragraphs 36 and 98 [paras. 35 and 98 in the
final tex~], implied endorsement of instruments or resolutions to which Norway had
expressed reservations or had not been able to support, either as a whole or in
part. The Norwegian position r~gardi~g those documents remained unchanged.

2. Action with respect to draft resolutions submitted to the
First and Second Committees

305. In the course of their meetings the First and Second Committees considered a
large number of draft resolutions which had been submitted to them. Particulars of
these draft resolutions and of the action taken in Committee are set out in the
reports of the two Committees CA/CONF.116/L.6/Add.6 and Add.6/Corr.l and Corr.2 as
regards the First Committee, and A/CON~.ll6/L.5/Add.14 and 15 as regards the Second
committee). In addition, a draft declaration CA/CONF.116/L.4/Rev.l) had been
submitted.

306. At the 20th (closing) plenary meeting of the Conference the Vice-President for
co-ordination, referring to the draft resolutions and the draft declaration
submitted by delegations, suggested that since, owing to lack of time, the '
Conference had been unable to take actioln on any of them, they should be appended
to the report of the Conference in their original, amended or amalgamated form.

307. This suggestion was agreed to by the Conference. (For the text of the
decision see chap. I above. For the text of the draft resolutions and the draft
declaration see annex I to the present report.)

308. In responSe to comments by the representatives of Ethiopia, Algeria, the
Syrian Arab RepUblic and Morocco, the President stated that the draft texts
reproduced in annex I to this report would be brought to the attention of the
General Assembly for consideration and action as appropriate.
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D. Report of the Credentials Committee

309. At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 July 1985, the Conference, in accordance
with rule 4 of its rules of procedure (A/OONF.116/2, as revised in accordance with
the decisions taken by the Conference at the same meeting in connection with the
adoption of its rules ~f procedure) appointed a Credentials committee composed of
the following States: nhutan, China, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Paraguay, Union of Sovi~t Soc,ialist Republics and United States of America.

310. The Credentials Commi t~tee held one meetin9, on 22 July 1985.

311. Mr. Achyut Bhandari (unutan) was unanimously elected Presiding Officer of the
eo.ittee.

312. The Committee had before it ~ memorandum by the Secretary-General of the
Conference, dated 20 JUly 1985 f on the status of credentials of representatives of
participants attending the Conference (A/OONF.116/OC!WP.l). Additional information
on credentials received by the Secretary-General of the .Conference after the
issuance of the memorandum was provided to the Committee by the Secretary of the
ca..ittee. On the basis of the information made available to it the Committee
noted .that as at 22 ~~ly 1985:

(a) FOrmal credentials issued by the Head of State or Government or by the
Minister Zor FOreign affairs, as provided for in rule 3 of the rules of procedure
of the Conference, had been submitted by the representatives of the following 127
States participating in the Conference:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde,
central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,
cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic People's Republic of
KOrea, Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, German Democratic Republic,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Holy See, Honduras, Hungary,. Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, oman, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saint Christopher
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Senegal,
Seychelleo, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, ,
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, ~o, Trinidad and TObago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of
America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,

(b) Credentials for the representatives of the following eight States issued
by their respective Head of State or Government or Minister for FOreign Affairs had
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference, in the form of a note
verbale or a cable:

Benin, Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Iceland, pakistan, Peru, Rwanda, Solomon
IslandsJ
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(c) The designation of the representatives of the following 12 States had
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference by means of a cable,
letter or note verbale from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs or other Ministry
concerned:

Belize, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Yemen, Gambia, India, Kiribati, Mauritania,
Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Vanuatu,

(d) The designation of the representatives of the following 10 States had
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference by means of a letter,
note verbale or cable from their permanent representatives or permanent missions to
the United Nations (Geneva, Nairobi, New York or Vienna) or their embassies in
Kenya or neighbouring countries:

Ecuador, Guinea, Italy, Lesotho', Malawi, Nicaragua, Samoa, Saudi Arabia,
Spain, Zimbabwe,

(e) In respect of ,Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for
Namibia, the designation of its representatives had been communicated to the
Secretary-General of the Conference by a letter from the President of the United
Nations Council for Namibia.

313. Statements concerning the information provided to the Committee on the status
of credentials of representatives of particip~nts attending the Conference were
made by the representatives of China, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Italy, Paraguay, the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America.

314. The representative of the USSR stated that there was no country, either on the
geographical map, or in real international political life, that was called
"Democratic Kampuchea". There was, however, a State - the People's Republic of
Kampuchea - created by th'9 will of the Kampuchean people, Kampuchean women, men and
children who had survived the barbarous bombardments of American aviation and the
genocide of Pol Pot's clique. The Government of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea, formed on the basis of free, democratic and general elections, was
firmly leading the country along the way of national reconstruction. Kampuchea had
made its choice as regards the route of historical development and social
progress. The Soviet delegation stood firml:? in favour of the restoration of the
legitimate rights of the People's Republic o:E Kampuchea in the United Natlons. The
delegation of the People's Republic of Kampuchea should be granted its leglitimate
right to address the Conference on behalf of its country. That would be the only
just solution, which would contribute to the prestige of the Conference. As to the
persons who played the role of delegates of so-called "Democratic Kampuchea", they
represented nobody except the elements rejected by the Kampuchean people in the
process of its struggle for liberation. "The coalition Government of ~m(~ratic

Kampuchea~ was nothing more than a screen for Pol Pot's butchers. The ~resence of
the "Democratic Kampuchea" delegation at the Conference constituted an insult to
the memory of millions of Kampuchean people, particularly women and children, who
had fallen victim to the policy of genocide pursued by Pol Pot's clique.
Accordingly, the Soviet delegation opposed the acceptance of credentials submitted
by the representatives of the so-called "Democratic Kampuchea" and requested that a
separate vote be taken on this question.
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3iS. The representative of China stated that Democratic Kampuchea was a ~overeign

State and a Member of the United Nations. The coalition GOvernment of Democratic
Kampuchea was the sole legitil1late representative of the people of Kampuchea. The
legitimate status of Democratic Kampuchea had been recognized by the General
Assembly of the United Nations at successive sessions. That fact could not Ibe
disputed. The -Heng Samrin regime- was nothing more than an agent of a foreign
power, a puppet propPed up by the armed forces of foreign aggression. It could in
no way represent the PeOple of Kampuchea. Any attempt to force the entry of such a
puppet in the United Nations was bound to fail. The Chinese delegation considered
that the Conference, being held under the auspices of the united Nations, should
abide by resolutions adopted by the General Assembly. The Credp.ntials COmmittee
should therefore recommend that the Conference ac~ept the credentials of the
delegates of Democratic Kampuchea.

316~ The representative of China added that his delegation wished to reiterate that
allowing the Afghan representative to attend the World Conference should not, under
any circumstances, be construed as a tacit acceptance of the situation created by
the foreign ar.med occupation of Afghanistan.

317. The representative of Cuba stated that, with regard to the credentials of the
delegation of so-called Democratic Kampuchea, the task of the Committee was very
simple. The Committee should examine where the credentials of the group which had
designated itself as the delegation of Democratic Y~mpuchea had been signed. They
could have been signed anywhere except in the territory' of the sovereign and
inde~ndent State of Kampuchea whose legitimate Government was the Government of
the People's Republic of Kampuchea. The CUban delegation rejected the credentials
of the representatives of Democratic Kampuchea and supported the request'by the
representative of the Soviet Union for a separate vote on the question of the
acceptance of those credentials.
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318. The representative of CUba stated that the shameful facts of the situation
w,",ereby the most powerfUl imperialist Power dishonc,urably and in violation of its
~bligations under the Charter of the United Nations. occupied tiny Grenada were well
known. ~~e authorities in Grenada at present were the product of that occupation
and for a:s long as control was not returned to the people of Grenada to enable it
to elect freely a sovereign Government, Cuba 'would not be in a position to accept
the credentials of a delegation from Grenada. The same representative requested
that a S4!J;larate vote be taken by the Committee on the question of the acceptance of
the cre&mtials of the representatives of Grenada.

319. The r.epresentative of the united States of America stated that the questions
relating t:o the seating of Democratic Kampuchea in United Nations meetings had been
discuss~l extensively in the context of the General Assembly and had been
conclusi"e13r resolved. In the view of the united States delegation, the precedents
set by tbe (~neral Assembly should be followed at this Conference. The same
re'·resentative added that the delegation of the united States regretted that the
delegations of the Soviet Union and CUba felt constrained to request a vote on the
acceptance of the credentials of the representatives of Democratic Kampuchea which
was a well-settled issue.

320. The representative of the united states stated also that there were no grounds
uPOn which the credentials of the representative of Grenada could be subject to
challenge. Those credentials should be approved without question. The same
representative added that the United States delegation regretted that another
delegation had felt constrained to request a vote on that issue.
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321. The repr~~entative of the Soviet Union stated that, as was known, on
25 OCtober Hh': the United States of America had committed an act of plunder and
aggression against Grenada and the people of this tiny country had been deprived of
liberty. The right of the people of Grenada to decide upon its own destiny had
been trampled. The whole world condemned the aggression and the aggressor, as
could be seen from General Assembly resolution 38/7, which had been supported by
the votes of 108 countries. It was the duty of the United Nations and of the
Conference to stand up for the people, the women and children of Grenada. It was
imperative to cease the foreign intervention and to restore a normal situation on
the island. The people of Grenada had been deprived of its right to live
independently and the Soviet Union could not recognize the imposed puppet regime.
For as long as those circumstances persisted, the Soviet delegation was not in a
position to accept the credentials of the delegation which was occupying places in
the conference rooms behind the nameplate RGrenada-. The Soviet delegation opposed
the acceptance of the credentials submitted by the puppet regime l~~~sed by the
United States in Grenada and supported the proposal by the delegation of Cuba for a
separate vote on that question.

322. The representative'of the Soviet Union further stated that statements made in
the Com~ittee regarding the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan - a sovereign and
non-aligned country and a full and equal Member of the United Nations - were
completely irrelevant. Observations made by the delegation of China were
manifestations of psychological warfare and an inadmissible attempt to inte~fere in
the internal affairs of Afghanistan. The training and sending of mercenary bands
from the territory of third countries to the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan was
the main obstacle to the solution of problems of Afghan women and to their
liberation from the chains of age-old backwardness. It was the task of the
international community and the Conference to help the people and women of
Afghanistan to escape from the plunder by former feudal elements supported from
outside.

323. The representative of the united States stated that the delegation of the
Soviet Union had confused the facts relating to Grenada and Afghanistan. There
were no foreign troops in Grenada but there were in Afghanistan. The people of
Grenada had freely elected their Government and the General Assembly at its
thirty-ninth session had accepted the credentials of the representatives of Grenada
submitted by that Government.

324. The representative of Italy stated that his delegation considered that in the
light of the decisions taken by the General Assembly of the United Nations the
Conference should accept as completely valid the credentials submitted for the
representatives of Democratic Kampuchea and Grenada.

325. Acting on the request by the representative of the Soviet Union, supported by
the delegation of Cuba, the Presiding Officer put to the vote the question of the
acceptance of the credentials of the representatives of Democratic Kampuchea. The
Committee by 7 votes (Bhutan, China, Equatorial Guinea, Italy, Ivory COast,
Paraguay and the United States of America) ,to 2 (Cuba and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics) accepted as valid the credentials of the representatives of
Democratic Kampuchea.

326. Subsequently, the Presiding Officer, acting on the request by the
representative of Cuba, supported by the delegation of the Soviet Union, put to the
vote the question of the acceptance of the credentials of the representatives of
Grenada. The COmmittee, by 6 votes (Bhutan, Equatorial Guinea, Italy, Ivory Coast,
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Paraguay and the United states of America) to 2 (CUba and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics) with 1 abstention (China), accepted as valid the credentials
of the representatives of Grenada.

327. The Presiding Officer then proposed that, taking into account. the statements
made and positions expressed by members of the Committee, as reflect~ in this
report, the Committee should adopt the fo11owing draft resolution:

"The Credentials committee,

Having examined the credentials of representatives to the World
Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women,

Taking into account the various statements made by delegations during the
debate,

Accepts the credentials of representatives submitted in accordance with
rule 3 of the rules of procedure of the Conference,

Accepts as provisional credentials the other communications received and
reported to the Committee on the understanding that credentials in due form as
required under rule 3 of the rules of procedure would be promptly submitted to
the Secretary-General of the Conference by the authorities concerned,

Recommends that the Conference approve the report of the Credentials
Committee."

328. The representative of the Soviet Union stated that his delegation would not
object to the adoption of the Committee's report without a vote but dissociated
itself from the report in so far as it related to the acceptance of the credentials
of the representatives of Democratic Kampuchea and of Grenada.

329. The representative of Cuba stated that her delegation would similarly not
object· to the adoption of the Committee's report without a vote, however, it
dissociated itself from the report in so far as it related to the acceptance of the
credentials of Democratic Kampuchea and Grenada, and requested that this position
should be duly reflected in the report.

330. The draft resolution proposed by the Presiding Officer was adopted by the
Committee without a vote.

331. Subsequently, the Presiding Officer proposed that the Comittee recommend to
the Conference the adoption of a draft deei.sion (see next paragraph). The proposal,
was approved by the Committee without a vote.

332. The C;~'edentials COmmittee recommended to the Conference the adoption of the
following d~aft decision:
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"Credentials of representatives to the World Conference to Review
and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for

Women: Equality, Development and Peace

"The Conference,

"Having examined the report of the Credentials Committee,

"Approves the report of the Credentials Committee."

Action in 21enary on the report of the Credentials Committee

333. The Conference considered the report of the Credentials Committee at the
17th plenary meeting on 25 July 1985.

334. The representatives of Democratic Yemen, Viet Nam, Cuba, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Syrian Arab Republic, Iraq, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Albania, Mongolia, Congo and Ethiopia made statements expressing reservations with
respect to the credentials of the representatives of Democratic Kampuchea.

335p The representative of the Syrian Arab Republic made a statement expressing
reservations with respect to the credentials of the representatives of Israel.

336. The representative of Pakistan made a statement expressing reservations with
respect to the credentials of the representatives of Afghanistan.

337. The representative of Cuba made a statement expressing reservations with
respect to the credentials of the representatives of Grenada.

338. The representatives of the united States of America and China reiterated the
position of their delegations, as recorded in the report of the Credentials
Committee, with regard to the credentials of the representatives of Democratic
Kampuchea and Afghanistan.

339. Having considered the report of the Credentials Committee, the Conference
adopted the report and the draft decision recommended by the Committee. (FOr the
text of the decision see chap. I.)
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Chapter VI

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

340. The Rap~~rte~r-General introduced the draft report of the Conference
(A/aINF.116/L.J and Add.! to 3) at the 17th plenary meeting on 25 July 1985.

341. The Conference considered chapters II, III and IV of the draft report alnd
adopted them with certain amendments.

342. At the 20th (closing) plenary meeting on 26 July 1985, the representative of
Denmark introduced a draft resolution expressing gratitude to the President of
Kenya and to the Government and people of Kenya and designating the document on the
Forward-looking Strategies adopted by the Conference as the HNairobi
Forward-looking Strategies f~r the Advancement of Women H•

343. The draft resolution was adopted by acclamation. (For the text of the
resolution see chap. I.)

344. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft report as a whole and
authorized the Rapporteur-General to complete the report, in conformity with the
practice of the United Nations, with a vi~w to its submission to the General
Assembly at the fortieth session.

345. After the adoption of the report statements were made by the representatives
of Zambia, Egypt (on behalf of the Group of 77), the Philippines (on behalf of the
Group of Asian States), the USSR (on behalf of the Group of Eastern European
States), Canada (on behalf of the Group of Western European and other States),
Mexico (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States), Mali (on
behalf of the Group of African States) and Colombia.

346. The Secretary-General of the Conference made a concluding statement.

347. The President of the Conference also made a concluding statement and declared
the Conference closed.
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ANNEX 1.

TEXT OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND A DRAFT DECLARATION ON WHICH
NO ACTION WAS TAKEN BY THE CONFERENCE

1. Draft resolutions submitted to the First Committee of the Conference

Benin, Congo, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Ghana,
Hungary, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mongolia, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Panama, Poland, Romania, Suriname, T9g0' united
Republic ~f Tanzania, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe:

draft resolution

The role of women in the preparation of societies for life in peace

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.3)

The World Conference to Revi~~ and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, DevelOpment and Peace,

Reaffirming the lofty purposes and principles of the Charter of the united
Nations,

Recalling the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and their
Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975, the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women'~ Year and the
Copenhagen Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for
Women, !I

Proceeding from the timely objectives of the united Nations Declaration on the
Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, 1I

Recalling also that the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and
th~ir Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975, has stated that "women have a
vital role to play in the promotion of peace in all spheres of life: in the
family, the community, the nation and the world", 1/

Noting that the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the united Nations
Decade for Women stipUlated inter alia that "in accordance with their obligations
under the Charter to maintain peace and security and to achieve international
co-operation in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental

!I Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United NatiQne publication, document E/OONF.66/34, pp. 2
and 8, and Report of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women:
!9uality, Development and Peace, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980, United Nations
publication, document A/CONF.94/35, p. 2.

1I General Assembly resolution 33/73 of 15 December 1978.

11 Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year ••• ,
op. cit., p. 2.
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freedoms, bearing in mind, in this respect, the right to live in peace, states
should help women to participate in promoting international co-operation for the
sake of the preparation of societies for a life in peace", ~

Recalling further the resolution of the COpenhagen Conference on the role of
women in the preparation of societies for life in peace, ~/ which emphasized the
distinct role of women in educating young generations in the spirit of tolerance,
equality, respect for other nations, their cultures and traditions, and in
strengthening international peace and co-operation,

Welcoming the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly, during the
United Nations Decade for Women, of the Declaration on the participation of
Women in P~omoting International Peace and CO-operation !/ and the Declaration on
the Right of Peoples to Peace, 11

Taking into consideration General Assembly resolutions 36/104 and 39/157,
which inter alia reaffirmed the lasting importance of the preparation of societies
for life in peace and reiterated the appeal for concerted action on the part of
Governments, the United Nations system, other intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, to increase their efforts towards the
implementation of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace
and strengthening a j~st and durable peace for present and future generations,

Reaffirming the important role of women as agents of national and
international political, social and economic change in building more just national
societies, and in the struggle for fundamental national rights and
self-determination of PeOple and against wars of aggression and interference in the
internal affairs of States, in strengthening peace, detente and security, enhancing
disarmament and establishing a new international economic order,

Convinced that colonialism, neo-eolonialism, racism and racial discrimination,
apartheid, alien domination, acquisition of land by force, foreign occupation,
attempts at destabilization of Governments, the armaments race and prejudices of
all kinds impede the active participation of women in all fields of human endeavour,

Stressing with utmost concern that the arms race, in particular in the nuclear
field, and the development of new types and systems of weapons, based on ~ern

scientific principles and achievements threaten world peace,

Noting the importance of the mass communication media and the schooling
systems in determining the attitudes and values of the community, as well as their
great potential as a vehicle for social change which can exercise a significant
influence in helping to remove prejudices and negative stereotypes, thereby
accelerating the acceptance of women's expanding role in society and promoting
equality,

~ Report of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Women ••• , Ope cit., p. 11.

2/ ~., p. 69.

!I General Assembly resolution 37/63.

11 General Assembly resolution 39/11.
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Encouraging more active participation by women in national and international
governmental and non-governmental organizations working for the strengthening of
international peace, development and co-operation,
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Mindful of the great victory over nazism, fascism and militarism in the Second
World War, which effected in the founding of the United Nations 40 years ago, now
constituting a unique opportunity for all States to reaffirm their commitment to
the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Considering that the year 1985 is being observed as the year of the United
Nations, in which the International Year of Peace will also be proclaimed, ~/

Aware of and concerned over the current state of international relations,
which calls for renewed efforts to promote confidence and create lasting guarantees
for a propitious climate of internati~nal relations,

Expressing its satisfaction that the implementation of the goals of the united
Nations Decade for women has significantly increased the participation of women in
all aspects of the promotion of peace, including education for peace at national,
regional and international levels,

1. Stresses that every nation and every humar. being, regardless of race,
conscience, language or sex, has the inherent right to life in peace and that
respect for that right, as well as for other human rights, is in the common
interest of all humankind and an indispensable condition of the advancement of all
nations, large and small, in all fields,

2. Reiterates that peace is a pre-condition of life and survival and that
the preparation of societies for life in peace calls for a special kind of
education, the Ultimate goal of which is to bring about a situation in which all
the future generations will not have to overcome the legacies of ignorance,
intolerance and prejudices of the past epochs,

3. Recognizes the important role and historic responsibility of Governments,
heads of State or Government as well as other statesmen, politicians, diplomats and
civic leaders, both women and men, for the establishment, maintenance and
strengthening of a just and durable peace for the present and future generations,

4. Reaffirms the determination of women of the world, who have an equal and
vital interest with men to contribute to international peace and co-operation and
establish lasting conditions of peace and international understanding and to
actively participate in the preparation of societies for life in a just and
peaceful world,

5. Stresses that preparation for peace starts with and in the family, the
basic unit of society, where women and men should be encouraged to instil in their
children the values of mutual respect and understanding for all peoples, tolerance,
racial equality, sexual equality, the right of every nation to self-determination
and the desire to maintain international co-operation, peace and security in the
world,

!I General Assembly resolutions 39/161 and 37/16 of 17 December 1984 and
16 November 1982, respectively.
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6. Appeals to all women, including in particular those involved in
decision-making in the public and political life of their respective countries,
to make every effort to discourage and eliminate incitement to racial hatred,
prejudice, national or other discrimination, injustice or advocacy of violence and
wan

7. Appeals also to women artists, writers, journalists, educators and C1V1C

leaders to act perseveringly and consistently with a view to implementing the noble
ideas of preparing societies for life in peace, an important part of which is
elimination of the bias and stereotypes prevailing in different quarters,
inter alia by the revision of textbooks and school curricula and the adaptation of
te~~hing methods;

8. Requests Governments, intergovernmental organizations, including those of
the united Nations system, non-governmental organizations and individuals to take
every effort to encourage the participation of women in processes of education for
peace, based on the General Assembly Declaration on the Preparation of Societies
for Life in Peace and other important United Nations documents, and to provide
practical opportunities for such participation,

9. Urges all States, in a joint co-operative effort:

(a) TO ensure that their relevant policies, including ed~cational processes
and teaching methods as well as information activities, incorporate contents
compatible with the task of the preparation of societies for life in peace,

(b) To provide women with new opportunities to become more closely involved,
both on a national and international plane, in the process of preparing societies
for life in peace,

(c) To give practical effect, in the form of appropriate legal acts, to the
provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that any
propaganda for war and any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that
constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostilty or violence shall be prohibited
by law,

10. Invites Governments and international organizations to promote studies
and pUblications on the involvement of women in peace activities, as well as on the
role and great historic responsibility of women for the maintenance and
strengthening of peace for the present and future generations,

11. Urges all Governments, national and international organizations, both
governmental and non-governmental, the mass media, educational bodies and all
individuals concerned, to stren9th~n their efforts to disseminate information on
women and their contribution to the promotion of the processes of peparing
societies for life in peace.
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Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Botswana, Burkina Faso, cameroon,
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, India,
Iraq, Italy, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, Niger,
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Nomania, Rwanda,
Saint Christokmer and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, ~malia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and TObago, Turkey,
Uganda, United States of America, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Yemen,

Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

International Youth Year: women's right to education

(document A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.4, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 34/170 of 17 December 1979, 35/191 of
15 December 1980, 36/152 of 16 December 1981 and 37/178 of 17 December 1982 on the
right to education and resolution 30, entitled "Promotion of equality in education
and training", adopted by the World Conference of the united Nations Decade for
Women (Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980),

Aware of the paramount importance of the implementation of the right to
education for the full development of the human personality and for the enjoyment
of other fundamental human rights and freedoms,

Noting with satisfaction that according to the 1985 report of the
Secretary-General on the status of women in the world, the gap in education between
young women and young men is beginning to grow narrower,

Aware of the important contribution of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization to the full implementation of the right to
education without discrimination,

Concerned at the fact that in some regions of the world a large number of
young women do not fully enjoy the right to education,

Recognizing that the complete elimination of illiteracy is of special priority
and urgency for the effective implementation of the right to education,

Noting the importance attached to the specific needs of young women in the
recommendations formulated by the Advisory Committee for the International Youth
Year and approved by the General Assembly,

Welcoming the actions for young women at the national, regional and
international levels provided for within the framework of the International Youth
Year: Participation, Development, Peace,

Emphasizing the importance of education and training for young women and women
revealed by the World Survey on the Role of Women in Development (A/ODNF.116/4) and
the other Conference documents,
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1. Invites all States to consider appropriate legislative,
administrative and other measures, including material guarantees, to ensure
full implementation of the right of young women to education, above all
through free and compulsory primary education, universal and gradually
free-of-eharge secondary education, and equal access to all educational
facilities;

2. Invites all Governments to adopt concrete measures, in the context
of national policies, to ensure the educational and multidisciplinary
vocational training of young women with a view to increasing their
participation in and contribution to the overall national development process;

3. Urges Governments to take greater account, in organizing national
education systems, of the need to offer young women effective opportunities in
order to enable them to widen the choice of fields of study and professions,
particularly in areas traditionally reserved for men;

4. Requests the regional commissions of the United Nations to' undertake
research into and studies of the difficulties in the field of promoting the
right of young women to educaticm and to contribute to identifying the most
appropriate ways and means of overcoming them;

5. Invites all'the specialized agencies of the United Nations, within
their spheres of competence, to assign priority attention to the education and
training of young women;

6. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization for the inclusion in its medium-term plan of the question of the
implementation of the right to education for all without discrimination, and
requests the organization to continue increasing its efforts for the promotioh
at the universal level of the right of young women to education.

Cameroon, Cape Verde, central African Republic, Chad, Gabon,
Japan, Niger, Nigeria, United States of America and Venezuela:

draft resolution

Assistance from non-governmental organizations to women and
children, particularly in drought-stricken countries

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.5)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting with satisfaction the activities undertaken by non-governmental
organizations for the benefit of the developing countries, particularly their
determination to come to the assistance of populations stricken by famine and
drought,

Considering that non-governmental organizations are the preferred
channels for collecting and distributing various kinds of assistance from
individuals and bodies corporate,
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Noting, however, the ever-increasing number of non-governmental organizations
and concerned at the risk of the dispersal of the efforts of non-governmental
organizations,

1. Encourages all non-governmental organizations concerned to continue their
efforts in behalf of such populations, in particular women and children in
drought-stricken areas,

2. Reco~~ends that those organizations pay special attention to the role of
women in food production and to increasing the participation of women in the
regions concerned in their projects,

3. Draws the attention of non'-governmental organizations to the need to
co-ordinate their activities and carry out concerted and integrated programmes.

Pakistan: draft resolution

Assistance to refugees from Afghanistan

(document A/CONF.116/C.I/L.6)

\in
I and

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Development and Peace: Equality, Oevelopment and Peace,

Gravely concerned at:

Equality,

the
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(1) The mass exodus of Afghan refugees, the majority of them women and
children, who have SOGght refuge outside their country,

(2) The psychological, economic and political difficulties faced by Afghan
refugee women and children,

(3) The vast magnitude of the social and economic problems posed for
neighbouring countries by the flow of the Afghan refugees into thesa countries,

1. Urges the international community to make greater efforts to meet the
immediate and special needs of Afghan refugee women and children and provide
humanitarian assistance to the Afghan refugeesl

2. Reaffirms the right of the Afghan refugees to return to their homes in
safety and honour and calls for a speedy solution to this vast humanitarian problem,

3. Expresses its appreciation and support for the sincere efforts made by
the United Nations Secretary-General to promote political settlement of the
situation in Afghanistan in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United
Nations General Assembly so as to enable the Afghan refugees to return to their
homes in safety and honour.
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Angola, Congo, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Lao People1s Democratic Republic,
Madagascar, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Philippines, Polanu,
Seychelles, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and TobaQo, and Zambia:

draft resolution

Elimination of discrimination against women as one of the most
important conditions for social and economic progress

(document A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.7)

~ World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Considering that one of the purposes of the United Nations is to promote and
encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction of any kind, including distinction as to sex,

!eaffirming that women and men should, on a basis of equality, participate in
and contribute to the political, economic and social processes of development,
sharing equally in improved conditions of life,

Sbnsidering the fact that a just and stable peace, social progress, the
establishment of a new international economic order and the full and effective
implementation of human rights and fundamental freedoms require the active
participation of women, their equality and the improvement of their status,

Affirming the importa~ce of the adoption by the United Nations of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, an
instrument promoting the equitable and effective participation of women in all
fields of the political, economic, social and cultural life of society at both the
national and the international level, which is an indispensable condition for their
social and economic progress,

Considering the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women to be an important instrument of international law which facilitates
the implementation of the principal goals of the united Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting with regret that, in spite of the entry into force of the Convention on
the Elimination o~ All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and also despite many
resolutions, declarations and recow~cndations adopted by the United Nations and its
specialized agencies with a view to furthering equality without distinction as to
sex, discrimination against women continues to exist to a considerable extent in a
number of countries,

Expressing concern at the fact that some countries still have not become
parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women,

1. Calls upon the Governments of all countries to increase activities aimed
at completely eliminating discrimination against women and providing them with the
necessary conditions for social and economic progressl
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2. Calls upon all countries that have acceded to the ConvenUon on the
Elimination of All FOrms of Discrimination against Women to make ma~imum efforts
with a view to the speedy implementation in practice of all of its provisions,

3. Notes with satisfaction the work of the COmmittee of Experts on the
Eliminatio;-of All Forms of Disc~imination against Women, an import3nt
international body which promotes the improvement of the status of women and the
guaranteeing ot their equality and of their fuller participation in social and
political life and in social and economic developmentJ

4. Calls upon all States that have not yet become parties to the Convention
on the Elimination of All FOrms of Discrim~nation against Women to ratify it or
accede to it.

Belgium, China, France~ Mali, Switzerland, Thailand and
United States of America: draft resolution

Women's health and well-he:ing

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.8, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 38/27 WHA of the World Health Assembly,

Recalling that health is a global state of physical and mental well-being, and
affects all the functions and abilities of the individual and the social group,

Recalling the goals of the strategy of "Health For All by the Year 2000",

Acknowledging that economic and social development presupposes and brings
about changes in perception, life-styles, and behaviour patterns,

Fully aware of the importance of people's and individuals' cultural identity
and the value, on the one hand, of traditions, and, on the other hand, of new ideas
and practices which contribute to the fulfilment and well-being of populations and
allow their active participation in development without loss of identity,

Recalling the importance of the role women and men play in the protection and
promotion of family and pUblic health,

Alarmed, on the other hand, by the risks, associated with some practices, both
traditional and modern, for health and well-being,

Concerned in particular at the frequent and severe repercussions on women's
health due to nutrition habits and certain other practices, notably during
pregnancy and childbirth, but also dUlring puberty or childhood,

Aware that in the majority of countries the general pUblic does not know
enough about the nature of the risks to the health or even the life of women
presented by certain customs and practices,
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1. Calls upon Governments to show greater concern for the reduction of
maternal mortality rates and the elimination of harmful practices which have severe
repercussions on women's physical and mental healthv particularly during pregnancy
and childbirth and also during childhood and puberty, and to this effect:

(a) To promote and enhance practices and technologies which have a positive
health impact and to strengthen measures favouring this outcome,

(b) Tb give support to professional and other non-governmental organizations
for activities aimed at encouraging people to give up practices detrimental to the
he~lth and welfare of women and children,

lC) To provide and distribute information on the inherent dangers of certain
practices and to promote relevant training of field workers in public health,
education and social welfare,

(d) To supply the necessary support and technical co-operation for the
setting up and implementdtion of comprehensive programmes which recognize the
physical and mental health needs of women and which take into account health
affirming cultural and social values of communities and utilize wherever possible
existing local structures;
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2. Requests the international organizations, in particular the World Health
Organization, United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Fund for PopUlation
Activities, and Food and Agriculture Organization of the ·United Nations, to ensure
tne dissemination, among Governments and populations, of available information and
knowledge on women's health status and needs and to supply the appropriate
technical co-operation for the implementation of programmes promoting the health
and well-being of women,

3. Calls upon Governments, in co-operation with the World Health
Organization, to implement resolution 38/27 of the World Health Assembly on women,
health and development,

4. Further calls upon countries which have not done so to establish focal
points on women, health and development to stimulate and monitor the implementation
of this and complimentary resolutions.

Austria, Mali, Sweden and Switzerland: draft resolution

Women and children living in zones affected by armed conflict

(documents A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.9 and L.67 amalgamated)
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The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United

I Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
I

Concerned at the rapid propagation of foci of tension throughout the world,

Considering the difficult situation of women and children living in zones
affected by armed conflict,

Determined to work for the maintenance of peace and the improvement of
security conditions of women and children living in zones affected by armed
conflicts,
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Recalling in particular General Assembly resolution 3318 (XXIX) (1974) and
Economic and Social Council resolutions 1515 (XLVII) (1970) and 1861 (LVI) (1974),
concerning the protection of women in periods of armed conflict,

Welcoming the inclusion in the Protocols of 8 June 1977 Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 relating to the protection of victims of
international armed conflicts (Protocol I) and the protection of victims of
non-international armed conflicts, of specific provisions regarding better
protection for women and children (art. 76, Protocol I, and art. 5(2) (a),
Protocol 11),

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 32/44 of 8 December 1977, 34/51 of
23 November 1979, 37/116 of 16 December 1982 and 39/77 of 13 December 1984,

Concerned at the fact that many·States have not yet ratified the Additional
Protocols, which came into force on 7 December 1978,

1. Deplores the existence of armed conflicts throughout the world that
principally affect categories of disadvantaged persons, particularly women and
children;

2. Appeals to all countries engaged in armed coflict to put an end to them
as rapidly as possible in order to create ~onditions of peace, security and
development for women and children, who are the sources of life and the guarantee
of the future,

3. Calls on States directly or indirectly concerned in armed conflicts to
take the necessary measures to ensure the maximum protection of women, children and
other categories of disadvantaged persons, who are most grievously affected by
these conflicts;

4. Invites all States that are not yet bound by the Additional Protocols of
8 June 1977 to accede to these instrumentsJ

5. Recommends the united Nations General Assembly to take every opportunity
to ensure better protection for women and children, making it effective in all
circumstances, in times of peace and in times of armed conflict.

Algeria, Anaola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Conso, Cuba, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Iran, Islamic Republic of, Madagascar, Mali, Nicaragua,

Nigeria, TOgo and Zambia: draft resolutions

Assistance to Sahrawi women

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.ll)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,>

Recalli~ the principles enunciated in the Charter of tk\e United Nations and
particularly the right of all peoples to self-determination,

Recalling the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determination and
independence in accordance with the principles enunciated in the Charter of the
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united Nations and in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples,

Recalling the profound concern of the United Nations, the Organization of
African Unity and the non-aligned countries about the completion of the process of
the decolonization of Western Sahara,

Recalling the resolution entitled "Assistance to Sahrawi women" adopted in
Copenhagen by the World Conference of the United Nations Decade fc~ Women:
Equality, Development and Peace,

Seriously concerned about the deteriorating situation of the PeOple of Western
Sahara, and especially of Sahrawi women and children, resulting from the continuing
Moroccan occupation of the territory of Western Sahara,

Considering that the denial of the right of the people of Western Sahara to
self-determination is the cause both of the alarming flow of Sahrawi refugees and
of the difficult situation affecting Sahrawi refugee women and children forced to
flee their homeland,

1. Reaffirms that the question of Western Sahara is a question of
decolonization which remains to be ~ompleted on the basis of the exercise by the
people of Western Sahara of their inalienable right to self-determination and
independence,

2. Reaffirms that the solution of the question of Western Sahara lies in the
implementation of resolution AHG/Res.l04 (XIX) of the Assemb!y of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity and of resolution 39/40 adopted
on 5 December 1984 by the United Nations General Assembly, which establish ways and
means for a just and definitive political solution to the Western Sahara conflict,

3. Expresses its solidarity and support for the just cause of the Sahrawi
people in see~ing self-determination and independence,

4. ~eals for the immediate and unconditional implementation of General
Assembly resolution 39/40 and resolution AHG/Res,.l04 (XIX) of the Organization of
African Unity in order to put an end to the distressing conditions endured by
Sahrawi women and children;

5. Calls upon women throughout the world to redouble their efforts at the
national, regional and international levels to help the Sahrawi women to regain
their rights to independence and dignity,

6. Invites the international community, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees and the international organizations concerned to continue and increase
their assistance to Sahrawi refugee women and children in order to meet their vital
needs and alleviate their living conditions until thf! right of the people of
Western Sahara to self-determination and independence has been realized.
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Document A/CONF.116/C.I/L.82
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Amendment submitted by the delegations of Oomoros, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Morocco and Zaire to the draft resolution contained

in A/OONF.l16/C.I/L.11

Assistance to Sahrawi women

Fburth preambular paragraph

Replace the completion of the process of the decolonization of ~ the
continuing conflict in

Sixth preambular paragraph

Replace the continuing Moroccan occupation of the territory of Western Sahara,
~ the Western Sahara conflict,

Seventh preambular paragraph

Replace flee ~ leave

Operative paragraph I

Replace a question of decolonization which remains to be completed ~
a disturbing question to be solved

Operative paragraph 2

Replace resolution AHG/Res.l04 (XIX) ••• General Assembly ~ all the relevant
resolutions of the Assemblies of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity and the United Nations General Assembly

Operative paragraph 4

Replace of General Assembly resolution ••• Organization of African Unity ~
all the resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and the
Organization of African Unity

Operative paragraph 5

Before independence and dignity insert self-determination,

Operative paragraph 6

Before United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees insert Office of the ~
after Sahrawi refugee women and children insert duly registered by the Office
of the High Commissioner
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Bahrain, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,
Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen and Zambia:

draft resolution

Obstacles preventing women from practising their role in
realizing the aims of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, due to the continuation

of the Irag-Iranian armed conflict

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.12)

The World Conference to Review and Apprais$ the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, De~elopment and Peace,

Nati
Convening with a view to achieving the three goals of women: equality,

development and peace, endeavours to achieve those goals in an interrelated and
integrated manner, the
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1. Voices its deep concern over the continuation of the -armed conflictJ

(b) Exchange prisoners of war comprehensively and immediatelYJ
,

(c) Withdraw their forces to the internationally recognized bordersJ

2. Expresses regret at the prolongation and escalation of the armed conflict
between the two countries and the consequent heavy losses in life ~nd propertYJ

Conscious of its responsibilities of upholding the purposes and principles of
the United Nations with a view to finding a peaceful, comprehensive, prompt and
just settlement to the dispute,

Considering the fact that such armed conflicts constitute a grave threat to
women and children, cause destruction and devastation and have adverse effects on
the process of development and consequently on the efforts of integrating women
into such process,

3. calls upon the two parties to the dispute to:

(a) Arrive at a comprehensive settiement to the dispute by ceasing ~ll

hostilities in all areas, including striking at civilian and economic targetsJ

Noting that the armed conflict between Iran and Iraq and its prolongation and
escalation aud the great human and material losses caused by it in the strategic
area that is important politically and economically pose a danger to international
peace and security,

(d) Hold negotiations between the two parties in order to resolve current
problems between them through peaceful means in accordance with the United Nations
Charter and the principles of international lawJ

4. Calls f~2!. a response to Security Council resolutions and other
international initiatives in order to realize peace between the two parties and in
order to help women to participate positively in the process of development.
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Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Cuba, Democratic Yemen,
German Democratic Republic, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, Iran, Islamic
Republic of, Jordan, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Mongolia,
Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Somalia, Syrian Arab Republic, United

Arab Emirates, Viet Ram and Yemen: draft resolution

The obstacles that prevent the Syrian Arab woman in the occupied Syrian
Golan from exercising her role in the objectives of the United Nations

Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace

(A/CONF.116/C.l/L.13 and L.13/Corr.l)

The World Conference to Review and APpraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Proceeding from the objectives and recommendations of the World Conference of
the International Women's Year held in Mexico in 1975,

Referring to the objectives, strategies and resolutions of the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, held in Copenhagen in 1980,

Referring also to resolution 38/108 of the United Nations General Assembly
concerning the Preparations for the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the united Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, paragraph 4 of which states that, within the framework of item 7 of the
provisional agenda proposed by the Commission at its first session as the
preparatory body for the Conference, particular attention will be paid to the
problems of women in territories under racist colonial rule and in territories
under foreign occupation, on the basis of appropriate documentation from the
international conferences on women, held at Mexico City and Copenhagen, with the
theme equality, development and peace,

Recalling resolution ES-9/l of the United Nations General Assembly dated
5 February 1982 that declares that Israel's decision of 14 December 1981 to impose
its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian Golan Heights null
and void and of no legal effect constitutes an act of aggression under the
~rovisions of Article 39 of the Charter of the United Nations and General Assembly
resolution 3314 (XXIX») resolution 39/146 B of 27 NOvember 1984 on the situation in
the Middle East concerning the Golan Heights and the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, resolution 39/95 of 11 February 1985 on the report of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
Population of the Occupied Ter:itories, in particular part (f) thereof concerning
the occupied Syrian Arab Golan Heights,

Taking into consideration resolution 497 (1981) of the Security Council ~hich

considers Israel's decision to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration in
the Golan null and void and having no legal effect,

Taking note of the resolutions of the Commission on Buman Rights concerning
the occupied Syrian Golan, the latest being resolution 2/1985 which also refers to
the applicability of the FOurth Geneva Convention of 1949 to the Golan,
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1. Condemns strongly the continued Israeli occupation of the Syrian Golan
and the continuing inhuman oppressive Israeli practices against the Syrian citizens
in the Golan - both men and women - which prevent the Syrian woman in that
territory from exercising her role in realizing the objectives of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and which are
considered a flagrant violation of the principles of international law f the United
Nations Charter, international humanitarian conventions and the resolutions of the
United Nations, and specialized international agencies,

2. Strongly condemns also the insistence of Israel - the Power of
occupation - on imposing its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied
Syrian Golan Heights in contravention of the resolutions of the United Nations
General Assembly and Security Council, and the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, which constitutes an
act of aggression that directly affects the status of the Syrian woman in the
Golan, restricts her progress and enjoyment of her rights,

3. Decides that the oppressi'i7e lleasures exercised by Israel, the occupying
authority, against the Syrian woman in the occupied Golan and Israel's continuing
attempts to impose the Israeli identity on her and on the man in these territories
are considered an essential obstacle in the wa:r of the exercise of the woman of her
activity, freedom and rights in the various ec()nomic, social, cultural and health
fields, and others, .

4. Requests all States to taKe appropriate measures bound to compel Israel ­
the occupying authority - to enable the woman in the achievement of the objectives
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the United Nations
General Assembly at its forty-first session about the condition of woman in the
Golan.

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Spain and Sweden: draft resolution

Women and development priorities

(document A/OONF.116/C.1/L.14)

The World Conference to Review and APpraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Considering that the Decade did not bring about sufficient changes in women's
material and social con~itions, especially in the developing countries. The
situation of the family and society is thereby influenced negatively,

Alarmed at the aggravated food situation, especially in Africa, where the
existence of millions are threatened by hunger,

Convinced that women are an essential productive force in the economy
including the production of food,

ReCognizing that improvement of the condition of women is the pre-eondition
for a humane and progressive society,
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1. Calls upon the united Nations and the specialized agencies to strengthen
the promotion and integration of women into all aspects of development and to plan
and implement aid policy and development assistance with special emphasis on
production-oriented projects, notably in the agricultural sector)

2. Urges Governments to involve in their national planning the specific
concern of women and their role as active agents in and beneficiaries of
development, particularly considering their role as a productive force, inter alia
facilitating womens' access to resources such as land, capital, training, income,
employment, information and know-how,

3. Requests development aid agencies and donor countries to recognize women
as a direct target group or as part of a target group, so as to secure that the
planning of the form, level and scale of support takes women into specific and
realistic account, and to ensure that the project in question in no way affects
women negatively)

4. Requests Governments and aid agencies to acknowledge that the overall
endeavours should be directed towards increasing women's economic base thereby
promoting their self-sufficiency)

5. Urges the United Nations system and Governments to always involve target
groups actively in the planning of a project in order to secure that local
socio-cultural factors are taken into due account,

6. Further urge~ planners - on the recipient &s well as on the donor side ­
concerned with the integration of women into development to carefully study the
position of women in the local society, their means of production, legal rights,
level of education etc. and, if necessary, to supplement development programmes
with supportive facilities, for instance, kindergartens, credit scheme, adjustment
of credit worthiness criteria and additional training)

7. Appeals to Governments, the United Nations specialized agencies and donor
agencies to co-operate closely with non-governmental organizations, especially
womens' grass-root organizations, in order to promote awareness of programmes and
projects and to benefit from their assistance in identifying needs, and
formulating, presenting and implementing projects.

China, cYprus, Dominican Republic, France, Gambia, Greece, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Philippines, Republic of Kor~,

Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey
and United Republic of Tanzania: draft resolution

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discriminat~

against Women

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.15)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equal! ty, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind that discrimination against women violates the principles of
equality ~f rights and respect for human dignity and constitutes an obstacle for
the political, social and cultural development of a country,
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Reaffirming that women and men should: on the basis of equality, participate
in and contribute to the development of a country and share benefits from it
equally,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979, by which it
adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women,

Having taken note with appreciation of the repc't of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women submitted to the Conference,

1. Invites States that have not yet done so to become parties to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women as soon
as possible by ratifying or acceding to it,

2. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest compliance by States parties
with their obligations under the Convention,

3. Requests States parties to make all efforts to ensure the effective
functioning of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women,

4. Recommends that the Commission on th~ Status of Women should take into
account the report of the Committee on the ~limitlatiori of Discrimination ag<linst
Women in its activities related to the status of women,

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide continued support to the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women for the effective
performance of its function.

Belgium, Cameroon, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Liberia, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Portugal, Rwanda, Senegal, Spain and united Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland: draft resolution

Future perspectives and equal opportunities'

(document A/CONF.116/C.1/L.16)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recognizing the importance of the United Nations Decade for Women and the
stimulus it has provided for improving the status of women at national, 'regional
and international levels,

Bearing in mind the efforts remaining to be accomplished for improving the
status of women and for ending the discriminations to which they are exposed in
numerous regions of the world and at various levels of society,

Considering that legislative provisions on eq~al treatment are not in
themselves sufficient to eliminate de facto inequalities existing in social
structures and attitudes, if they are not accompanied by parallel and simUltaneous
actions, at all levels of society, to counteract the de facto inequalities
affecting women,
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Underlining the importance of supporting women in developing countries with a
view to enhancing women's work, improving their living conditions, expanding their
role and improving their status in the production and development process,
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Bearing in mind the resolution on equal opportunities and equal treatment for
men and women in employment adopted by the Intel:national Labour Conference at its
seventy-first session,

1. Recommends that legislative efforts to guarantee equality in law be
pursued and that appropriate bodie~ with sufficient expertise ensure that equal
treatment between men and women is respectedJ

2. Decides that positive action aimed at compensating for de facto
ineqv.alities linked with attitudes and stereotypes must be developed with a view to
promoting equal opportunities in practiceJ

3. Calls upon all parties concerned to develop actions aimed at promoting
diversification of vocational choices and desegregation of employment, in
particular by encouraging women's participation in sectors and occupations in which
they are under-represented and especially in emerging sectors linked with the
introduction of new technologiesJ

4. Encourages Governments to adopt the measures necessary to ensure that the
economic situation has no discriminatory effects against women and that the
principle of the equal right of men and women to economic independence is respected;

5. Invites G. ":rnments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental
organizations and s~' ~ialized agencies to pay particular attention to access by
women in the developing countries to all aspects of training, to more advanced
technologies, to credit and to co-operative organizations, as well as to
appropriate technology aimed at alleviating the arduous nature of their tasksJ

6. Requests that action be taken at the national, regional, subre~tonal and
international levels to implement the provisions contained in the forward-looking
strategies of implementation for the advancement of women and concrete measures to
overcome obstacles to the achievement of the goals and objectives of the united
Na~ions Decade for women for the period 1986 to the year 2000: Equality,
Development and Peace;

of,
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, 'regional 7. Recommends that such action be regularly assessed at all levels;
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8. Recommends to the General Assembly that it adopt at its fortieth regular
session, in the light of the results of the World Conference, the appropriate
measures to put into effect the above-mentioned action programmes;
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ties

9. Recommends to the General Assembly that at its fortieth regular session,
it instruct the Commission on the Status of Women to continue its work in line with
the decisions which the General Assembly may take, particularly with regard to the
periodicity of its sessions.
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Argentina, Australia, Egypt, India, Indonesia, New Zealand,
Peru, Spain, Sri Lanka and Tunisia: draft resolution

Increased participation of women in United Nations activities in
the field of peace, disarmament and arms limitation

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.17)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
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ReCognizing the prominent role women have always played in the promotion of
international peace and disarm~lDent,

(a) The United Nations Secretary-General to nominate women to the united
Nations Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies,

(b) Member States to nominate women for the United Nations Disarmament
Fellowship Programme to allow the United Nations Secretary-General to select g

greater number of women for the Programme,

Bearing in mind tae long-standing commitment of the United Nations to the
equal rights of women and men as expressed in the Preamble to the Charter of the
United Nations, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women and, in particular, Article 8 of the Charter of the United Nations on
the eligibility of men and women to participate in the work of the Organization,

Welcoming the decision of the Secretary-General to designate, on a temporary
basis, a senior official with the title of Co-ordinator for the improvement of the
status of women in the Secretariat of the L.~ited Nations, ~o revie~ the situation
of women in the Secretariat,

Urges Member Stat~a and the United Nations Sec~etary-General to support
increased participation of wor~n in united Nations bodies dealing with peace,
disarmament and arms limitation issues, and to this end specifically urges:

(c) Member States to nominate women for positions in United Nations expert
and study groups on disarmament and arms limitation and the United Nations
Secretary-General to appoint a greater number of women to these position~.

Recalling also that the Convention on the Elimination of All FOrms of
Discrimination against WOmen affirms that the Strengthening af international peace
and security, the relaxation of international tension, mutual co-operation among
all States irrespective of their social and economic systems, general and complete
disarmament and, in particular, nuclear disarmament under strict and effective
international control, the affirmation of the principles of justice, equality and
mutual benefit in relations among countries and thg realization of the right of
peoples under alien and colonial domination and foreign occupation to
self-determination and independence, as well as respect for national sovereignty
and territorial integrity, will promote social progress and development and, as a
consequence, will contribute to the attainment of full equality between men and
women,

-184-



Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, German Demoaratic
Republic, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Mauritius, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Poland, Syrian A~ab Republic,

Vlet Nam and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Contribution of women to the realization of the
right of peoples to peace

(document A/OONF.l16/C.l/L.l9)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for women: Equality, Development and Peace,

~calling that the primary purpose of the United Nations, set forth in its
Charter, is to save succee~ing generations from the scourge of war,

Referring to the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and their
Contribution to Development and Peace~ 1975, and to the World Plan of Action and
the Progranune of Action' fol' ttJe Second Half of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1980,

Noting with satisfaction that the General Assembly in its resolution 39/11 of
12 November 1984 adopted the Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace,

Conscious that peace is one of the greatest hopes of humanity and that a major
responsibility of every State is to attain and ensure the right of peoples to peace,

Aware that the strengthening of international peace and co-operation is one of
the main conditiQna for further improving the status of women,

Noting the growth of the mass anti-war and anti-nuclear movement which is
taking place throughout the world,

Reaffirming the increasing contribution of women to the strengthening of
international peac~ and security,

Highly appreciative of the activities of international, inclUding
non-governmental, organizations in strengthening peace and security, in p~lticular

the initiative to hold a world signature collection campaign under the motto "For
the Right of Peoples to Peace", aimed at ensuring the rights of women and children
and promoting peace and disarmament,

1. Welcomes the Declaration on the Right ef Peoples to Peace adopted by the
General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session;

2. Requests all Governments and international organizations, both
governmental and non-governmental, to take appropriate measures to ensure the right
of peoples to peace;

3. Calls up<~ all Governments to take effective measures to enable women to
make, on an equal footing with men, their contribution to the realization of the
riq,ht of Peoples to peace.
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~geria, Australia, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, came~oon,

Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Congo, Cuba, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Finland, ~ana, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, I~,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaic~, Lesotho, Liberia, Nigeria, Peru,
Sierra Leone, Spain, Trinidad and TObago, United Republic of

Tanzania, Venezuela and Zaire: draft resolution

Women and health

(document A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.20)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Considering that the total development of society requires the effective
participation of all its citizens, men and women, in good health, and that all
human beings have the right to health care and protection,

Considering that women constitute approximately half of the world population
and that the health of future generations depends on their health,

Considering that situations entailing discrimination on grounds of sex,
violation of the dignity of women, maltreatment and violence and the use of women
as sex objects persist in many countries,

Considering that the appropriate and responsible participation of women in
political, economic and social ~ife is freqnently hampered owing to:

Their poor health conditions,

Their limi~ed access to health education,

The fact this it is frequently impossible for them to occupy
decision-making posts with regard to questions of health policy,

Their limited access to preventive medical care,

Considering that in many countries of the world conditions do not exist that
would enable women to exercise reasonably and r~sponsibly the basic human right to
decide on the number and spacing of their children,

Considering that the female population continues to carry the burden of health
care of the family, a function that is in most cases carried out under unfavourable
and inappropriate conditions,

~nsiderini that comprehensive health care for women, with specific reference
to stages and situations involving risk, such as childhood, adolescence, pregnancy,
delivery, and old age, as well as the diverse forms of physical and mental
handicap, constitutes the basis for the health development of women as an active
element in society,

Exhorts all Governments, in the exercise of their sovereignty and
self-determination, to make available resources under their national budgets for
the development of health programmes that include:
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1. Full access of women to medical and hospital care as well as to
vaccination against communicable diseases, without distinction of age,
race and economic resources,

2. The training of women for decision-making posts at all levels ot n~tional

health policy, from the national to the loc~l level,

Appropriat~ health education of the population, specifically women, so
that they can acquire the necessary training to contribute actively to
the development of the population's health,

4. The prevention cl situations entailing exploitation, abuse, physical and
mental maltreatment, injustice and disadvantage for women on grounds of
sex,

5. priority attention to women in life situations entailing risks such as
childhood, adolescence, maternity and old age as well as physical and
mental disability,

r··
I·
i

6.

7.

8.

Comprehensive counselling and education to enable women and their
partners to receive training related to family planning, in the sense of
the sovereign human right to decide on the number and spacing of
children, for which purpose the population should be given easy access to
a wide range of effective, low-cost and scientifically tested
contraceptive measures. In this context, special attention should be
devoted to the prevention of adolescent pregnancy,

Particularly careful attention for pregnant women in order to contribute
to the birth of healthy children and to ensure that the mother enjoys
optimum health in order to carry out comprehensively the very important
function of maternity for the benefit of new generations;

The implementation of studies and research on the state of health of the
female population in order to establish guidelines for health policies
consistent with genuine problems existing in each country.

Australia, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Fiji, New Zealand, Papua
New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu: draft resolution

Health and well-being of the women of the South Pacific

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.21, as revised)

The World COnference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling that the themes of the united Nations Decade for Women are Equality,
Development and Peace,

Reaffirmini resolution 37 of the World Conference of the united Nations Decade
for WOmen in Copenhagefi, July 1980 on the health and well-being of the women of the
South Pacific,
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Gravely concerned that despite repeated demands of the peoples and Governments
of the South Pacific for a nuclear-free zone, there has been persistent testing of
nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices,

Deeply disturbed by the consequences of continued nuclear testing for the
health and well-being of the peoples of the South Pacific,

Further disturbed by the detrimental effects of nuclear testing on the
environment, of land, sea and air,

ReCognizing that the health of women and children is of primary importance for
the achievement of the aims and objectives of the Decade,

1. Strongly urges all nuclear-weapon States to cease conducting any testing
of nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices, and any further dumping of
nuclear waste in the South Pacific environment,

2. calls upon all States to support the conclusion of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty to bring about the cessation of all nuclear testing,

3. Invites the World Health Organization to continue its ongoing study of
the effects of nuclear tests on the health of populations, inclUding the health of
pregnant women and children.

Afghanistan, 80nin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, !yelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, German·
Democratic Republic, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Mali,
Mongolia, Nicaragua; Poland, Syrian Arab Republic, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist RepUblic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Zimbabwe:

draft resolution

Fortieth anniversary of the end of the Second World War

(document A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.24, as revised)

The World conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

~ting that the participants of the WOrld Conference to Review and Appraise
the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace have met in Nairobi in the year of the fortieth anniversary of the end of
World War U,

Noting also General Assembly resolution 39/114 of 14 December 1984, In which
the General Assembly declared 8 and 9 May 1985 the days of the fortieth anniversary
of victory of nazism and fascism in World War II and of the struggle against them,

Recalling that the United Nations embodies the resolve of peoples to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war and to reaffirm faith and
fundamental human tights and the dignity and worth of the human person,

1. Pays a tribute of respect to the women whose great efforts and sufferings
contributed to the ending of World War II and to the establishment of the united
Nations 40 years ago,
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2. Expresses its conviction of the need for the active participation of
women in the political, social, economic and cultural life of their countries as
well as the advancement of their statusJ

3. Considers that the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace has played a positive role in enhancing the participation of
women in the promotion of lasting peace, human rights and fundamental freedoms and
in particUlar the fundamental right to life, liberty, security of person, and
social and economic development.

Canada: draft resolution

Women and development: principles and priorities

(document' A/OONF.116/C.l/L.26)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recognizing that development is a total process which requires the
participation of both women and men in order to be effective,

Recognizing further the extent to which women have not benefited equally with
men from the development process,

Recalling that the United Nations Decade for Women has resulted in important
advances for women but that progress has been insufficient,

Considerin~ that inadequate account has been taken by development planners in
national Governments and in multilateral and bilateral development agencies of the
role of women as contributors to economic development and social progress,
particularly of the fact that the income of women is crucial not only to women's
individual self-reliance, but also to raising the standard of living of the family,
and to the overall development of the community and society,

Recognizing the significant contribution women have already made to national
economies and the enormous resource they represent which remains untapped,
particularly in less developed countries,

Bearing in mind the challenge to public and private sectors to find ways of
fUlfilling their potential by incorporating women fully in the economic process,

Considering also that while some development policies and progr,ammes have had
a positive impact on the social and economic condition of women, there have also
been cases where the impact has been negative,

Aware that many countries have accepted commitments to the rights of women to
participate in the process of development, and to benefit from its fruits,

Concerned, however, that lack of progress in building women's autonomy and
raising their status has impeded their integration in development on an equal basis
with men,
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Recognizing the need to relieve the time and energy constraints on women in

order to free their energies to engage in productive enterprise,

Noting with particular concern that insufficient attention has been given in
development policies and programmes to the role of women in agriculture and food
production, forestry~ energy and water management,

Alarmed at the aggravated food situation especially in Africa where the
existence of millions is threatened by hunger, recognizing in particular the extent
to which women's lack of access to land and modern technologies has contributed to
the problem and recognizing the capacity of women to solve food production problems,

1. Calls upon national Governments and multilateral and bilateral
development agencies to make explicit their policies on women amd development and
in particular to ensure that sectoral development policies and programmes include
strategies to promote the participation of women as contributors and beneficiaries
on an equal basis with men,

2. Urges national Governments and multilateral ~nd bilateral development
agencies to give high priority to programmes and projects which strengthen women's
autonomy, including programmes to stimulate the formation and growth of women's
organizations and women's groups and to give financial and organizational support
to their activities when needed,

3. Recommends strongly that in order to transform policies into concrete
results that specific and reviewable plans of action be developed by all
programming units in all sectors and endorsed at the highest organizational level,
such plans should establish responsibility, accountability and timeframes for
implementation, provide for monitoring and evaluation, establish quantitative
targets and should include necessary support programmes such as staff training on
women's role in development in all sectors,

4. Urges that in national development planning, priority be given to women's
training and income generation, including the alleviation of women's time and
energy constraints stemming from the demands of household work in order to free
WOllM:!1 to engage in productive enterprise and protect women from health-damaging
overwork; priority should also be given to increasing women's access to and control
over productive resources particularly title to land, credit, technical training
and appropriate technologies,

5. Recommends that all development projects include a strategy to benefit
women and that all project evaluations include an assessment of impact on women, to
this effect, women in the project's target population should be involved in all
phases of the project cycle from planning though to evaluation, ~~d this at all
levels from local to national,

6. Calls upon national Governments, multilateral and bilateral development
agencies to consult with each other and with non-governmental organizations in
order to co-ordinate and reinforce programming activities in support of women's
integration in development,

7. Recommends that increased and co-ordinated effort be given at the
national, regional and international levels to the improvement of information bases
on women and development including sex - disaggregated statistics on a macro and
micro level, action-oriented research as well as methodologies to identify and
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monitor over time the extent to which financial and technical support is provided
to development programmes and projects which improve the situation of women,
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8. Urges that priority attention be given to women's participation in
sectors where their important role has often been ignored in the past, such as
agriculture and food production, processing, marketing and distribution,
particularly in Africa where women have a vital contribution to make to the
resolution of the critical food situation, as well as to other sectors such as
water and sanitation and human settlements which are important to human health and
well-being and to energy, forestry and protection of the natural environment which
help sustain all people,

9. Recommends that review of progress under this resolution take place in
conjunction with the review of the ~rward-lookin9 Strategies.

Afghanistan, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Hungary, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone, Syrian Arab RepUblic,

Ukrainian SSR, Zambia and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

The role of women in the promotion of peace and international
co-operation, for the removal of all obstacles to ensuring

peace and social progress

(document A/OONF.116/C.l!L.27, as amended)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Reaffirming the noble purpose enshrined in the United Nations Charter to
maintain international peace and security as well as the determination of the
United Nations member countries, expressed therein, to save the present and
succeeding generations from the scourge of war,

Welcoming General Assembly resolution 37/16 of 1 November 1982, proclaiming
the year 1986 the International Year of Peace,

Recalling the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, the
Decla~ation of Mexico on the Equality of Women and their Contribution to
Development and Peace, 1975, as adopted, the World Plan of Action and the Programme
of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as adopted,
the Declaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and
Co-operation and the relevant resolutions on the participation of women in the
struggle for peace adopted by the World Conferences in Mexico and Copenhagen as
well as by the united Nations General Assembly,

Gravely concerned about the recent deterioration in the international
situation, the existence of dangerous hotbeds of tension which pose a threat to
peace, the preservation of colonialism, apartheid and racism in some regions of the
globe, and the occupation of foreign territories,

Considering adherence to the cause of universal peace, justice and
co-operation, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, to the struggle
against imperialism and neo-colonialism, apartheid, racism, and all forms of racial
discrimination and foreign domination, aggression, intervention, occupation and
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pressure, to the acceleration of the process of self-determination of the peoples
which are under colonial and foreign domination, and to the consolidation of
national independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of States as well as
to the social and economic development of their peoples as an irreversible factor
of world history and as necessary prerequisites for the elimination of inequality
and discrimination against women,

Welcoming the contribution made by women to promoting international peace and
co-operation, to eliminating colonialism, apartheid, all forms of racism and racial
discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign
doaination, and to promoting the unrestricted and qffective enjoYment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Noting with satisfaction that women all over the world, everywhere on the
globe make efforts to attain harmony and peace, peaceful co-operation and, above
all, the elimination of the threat of nuclear catastrophe,

COnvinced that women are called upon to play an ever increasing role in the
re.aval of all obstacles to ensuring peace and social progress,

1. Highly appreciates the tremendous contrib"tion made by women and women's
organizations of all countries to the promotion of peace and international
security, the prevention of nuclear war and the removal o~ all obstacles to
ensuring peace and social progress,

2. Calls upon all Governments to take special measures at the national and
international levels so that women could contribute on an equal basis with men to
promoting peace throughout the world and to removing all obstacles to ensuring
peace and social progressJ

3. Declares that the solidarity of all women is a vital element in the
promotion of peace, in the elimination of the arms race, including the threat that
it poses to the survival of mankind and is not merely a lofty ideal but rather the
paramount necessitYJ

4. Acknowledges that the repressions in a number of countries against women
and women's organizations participating in the efforts for peace,~ international
security, elimination of the threat of nuclear war and national liberation inflict
a grave damage to the cause of peace and constitute a flagrant form of
discrimination against women as well as a violation of human rights in general,

5. Requests the Secretary-General in his report to the General Assembly on
the International Year of Peace to pay special attention to the role of women in
efforts for peace and international co-operation for the elimination of the threat
of war including nuclear war, and the removal of all obstacles to ensuring peace
and social progress.
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Australia, Egypt, New Zealand, Spain and Sri Lanka: draft resolution

Disarmament, development and women

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.28, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
!!!!i.ona Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace:

Conscious that the nations of the world devote a vast and growing quantity of
resources to armaments,

Recognizing the stark contrast between this huge expenditure on armaments and
the vast unmet economic and social needs around the world, including hundreds of
millions of people who in large measure lack even the basic necessities for a
dignified and productive existence such as adequate food, housing, clothing,
medical facilities and educational possibilities,

Recognizing also that the burden of poverty and under-development falls
particularly heavily on women and children and that the goal of improving the
status of women throughout the world is intimately related to accelerated economic
and social development,

Noting the accumulating evidence of the negative economic and social effects
of military expenditures on the present scale and, conversely, of the positive
relationship between disarmament and development,

Noting in particular the conclusions of the Secretary-General's report on the
relationship between disarmament and development,

Recognizing that disarmament anol development are each vital goals in their own
right and that efforts to promote de"elopment. should not be made dependent upon the
aChievement of disarmament,

1. Urges all Governments to re/;:ognize and act upon the evidence that the
arms race and its underlying causes are seriously retarding global economic and
social development and thus placing at risk security both nationally and
internationallYJ

2. Urges all Governments to contribute actively to the preparatory process
for the proposed United Nations Conference on Disarmament and Development,

3. Urges Governments to take into account the views l)f wGln~n in determining
their policies for the proposed Conference on Disarmament and Dev,elopment,

4. Urges women to convey their views on the vital issues to be considered by
the Conference direct to their Governments.
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Australia, Belgium, Benin, cameroon, central African Republic,
Chad, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, India, Jamaica, Kenya,
Morocco, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, SOmalia, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe:

draft resolution

The promotion of breast-feeding

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L~29, as revised)

The World COnference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recognizing that a nation's future depends largely on the health and
well-being of its children,

ReCognizing further that breast-feeding is the healthiest method of feeding
infants, when feasible,

Considering that as in the past misleading information about breastmilk
substitutes has created problems for women,

Considering further that it is essential that women who are breast-feeding
their infants have opportunities to continue to breast-feed as long as appropriate,

1. Calls on Governments which have not yet responded to the issues addressed
by the International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes to take
appropriate action,

2. Recommends that Governments encourage the use of locally available
weaning foods of proven safety and nutritional value,

3. Recommends that Goverr~ents adopt ILO conventions and recommendations on
maternity protection,

4. Recommends that national health authorities encourage the activities of
breast-feeding support groups within the context of primary heai~h care, and
support NGOs, particularly women's organizations, in disseminating factual
information to mothers about breast-feeding,

5. Recommends that national health authorities support the training of
health workers in all aspects of breast-feeding,

6. Recommen1! that Governments and employers undertake appropriate measures
to enable lactating mothers to harmonize their work and parental respon~ibilities.
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Canada, France and Federal Republic of Germany: draft resolution

Responsibilities of Governments for the advancement of women

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.30, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and APPraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling the proposals for action of the World Plan of Action for
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year, the relevant
recommendations of the Programme of Action to realize the objectives of the Second
Half of the united Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Convinced that legislative measures to guarantee equality of women and men,
appropriate machinery for the integration of women in natioliol development, and
support for the work of non~overnmental organizations conct:nvd with the
advancement of women 6 tOgether constitute a highly effective h,eans of accelerating
progress in achieving the goals of the Decade,
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Bearing in mind that discrimination against women violates the principles of
equal rights and respect for human dignity and further constitutes an obstacle to
the political, economic, social and cultural development of c country,

Acknowledging that the elimination of all forms of discrimination opens the
way to equality between women and men,

Convinced that women make a significant contribution to the economic, social,
cultural and political development of States, and that there is a need to
strengthen integration mechanisms at the national level in order to ensure further
progress in implementing the Forward-looking Strategies up to the year 2000,

Welcoming the significant progress made by many countries during the United
Nations Decade for Women establishing national machineries for the advancement of
women in a large majority of countries as documented in the Review and Appraisal of
the united Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace
(A/OONF.116/5/Add.l) ,

Concerned by the fact that lack of adequate human and financial resources, as
well as low status, lack of authority and limited scope of responsibilities still
constitute obstacles to the effective functioning of national machineries,

Bearing in mind the increasing awareness of women of their rights and
opportunities, the increasing activities of women's organizations and other NGOs
during the Decade, and the instrumental role of NGOs in furthering the advancement
of the status of women,

Recognizing that it is crucial that women come together to exchange views and
formulate strategies for their advancement,

Recognizing that equal and fair access to all educational opportunities is the
basis for ensuring fair and productive participation of women in the development of
all sectors,
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1. Calls upon Member States that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to
the Convention on the Elimination of All FOrms of Discrimination against Women by
ratifying or acceding to it,

2. Stresses the importance of the strictest complia~c~ by States Parties
with obligations assumed under the Convention,

3. Urges Governments, in accordance with their own administrative systems of
work, to make every effort to establish and strengthen national machinery to
overcome the marginalization of women and accelerate their integration in econ",mic',
political, social and cult~ral development,
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Algeria, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Congo, Dominican Republic,
German ~mocratic Republic, Madagascar, United Republic of Tanzar.ia,

Venezuela and Zambia: dr~ft resolution

The role of womeh in society

Recommends that such national machinery comprise political responsibility
~t the highest level of government, a general body responsible for policy
co-ordination and development, promotion and advice on matters relevant to women in
the formulation of overall national development plans, and sectoral co-ordination
points responsible for the integration of women's concerns,

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.3l, as revised)

6. Recommends that development assistance agencies respond positively to
requests from national Governments for assistance to strengthen national machinery'

8. Recommends that Governments make every effort to support women's
non-governmental organizations working to promote the status of women in accordance
with the goals of the Decade and the Convention on the Elimination of All FOrms of
Discrimination against Women,

9. Calls upon Governments to effectively secure the parti~ipation of women
and women's non-governmental organizations in the decision-making processes at all
levels through legislative and administrative measures, in order to bring about a
lasting improvement in the welfare of societies.

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop~ent and Peace,

s. Urges all Governments to provide national machineries with &dequate
political, financial and human resources in order to strengthen their institutional
base as the mechanism f~r accelerating the achievement of ~quality of women in
society, their full and equal participation in the development process and their
contribution to the attainment, maintenance and strengthening of pea~e,

7. Urges Governments of developing countries to give priority within the
contents of their overall requests for deve10pmant assistance to requests for
assistance to strengthen national machinery,

Reaffirming the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, as well as the importance of the Declaration of Mexico, the
World Plan of Action and the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United
Nations Decade for Women,
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Noting that the safeguarding of just and lasting peace, the prevention of the
danger of a nuclear war and the achievement of social progress as well as the
establishment of a new international economic order require the active
participation of women in promoting international peace and co-operation and in the
process of development,

Considering that economic inequality, colonialism, racism, racial
discrimin8t~.on, apartheid, acts of aggression and interference in the internal
affairs of others and gross and mass violations of human rights and fundamental
fre.!:.ioms constitute an impediment to the active participation of women in all
spheres of life,

Convinced of the necessity to secure for all women full and effective
enjoYment of the rights embodied :n th~ Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against W.,men, the international covenants on human rights and in
other relevant instruments h\ this field,

Reaffirming that the a~hievement of equal and full participation of women in
all spheres of activities is an inseparable part of the political, economic, social
and cultural development of all countries,

Bearing in mind that the efforts to promote the status of women in all its
aspects and their complete integration in society go beyond the problem of legal
equality and that deeper struc.tural transformations of society and changes in the
present-day economic relations; as well as elimination of traditional prejudices
through education and dissemination of information are required with a view to
creating conditions for women to develop fUlly their intellectual and physical
capacities and to participate actively in the decision-making process in their
political, economic, soci~l and cultural development,

ReCognizing the important role of women as mothers and their vital interest in
safeguarding the right to life aad strengthening of international peace and
security,

Appreciating highly the increasing participation of women in political,
economic, social and cultural life as well as in the promotion of international
peace and co-operation and in safeguarding the right to life,

1. Appeals to all Governments, international organizations and
non-governmental organizations to pay due attention in their activities to the
importance of all interrelated aspects of the role of women in society - as
mothers, as participants in economic development and as participants in public
life - without underestimating anyone of themJ

2. Appeals to all Governments to encourage such social and econollnic
development that would secure the participation of women in all spheres of work,
equal pay for equal work, equal opportunities for education and professional and
vocational training, while taking into consideration the necessity to combine all
the aspects of the role of women in societYJ

3. Invites Governments, international organizations and non-governmental
organizations to promote the creation of conditions that would enable women to
participate as eq~al partners with men in public and political life, in the
decision-making process at all levels and in the management of different spheres of
life in society J
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4. Urges Governments to recognize the special status and social importance
of motherhood and to take within their special abilities and conditions all
necessary measures to promote the protection of motherhood, including maternity
leave with pay, and to provide security for their jobs as long as necessary with a
view to allowing women to fulfil their role as mothers without prejudice to their
professional and public activities,

5. Appeals to Governments to promote the establishment of appropriate
facilities for child-eare and education of children as a means of combining
motherhood with economic, political, social, cultural and other activities of women
and thus to provide assistance to women in their full integration in their
societies,

6. Calls upon the united Nations in its future activities aimed at the
realization of the objectives and tasks of the forward-looking strategies of
implementation for the advancement of women for the period up to the year 2000 to
duly take into account all aspects of the role of women in society.
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Barbados, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Grenada, Jamaica, Saint
Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Samoa, Seychelles, Solomon Islands,

and Trinidad and Tobago: draft resolution

-19S~

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nati~ns Decade for Women: Equality, Development and PGace,

Support for women in island developing countries

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.34, as revised)

Mindful of the fact that many countries of the United Nations system are
island developing countries,

Recognizing further the specific constraints of small size, inclUding small
internal markets, with consequent diseconomies of scale, heavy dependence on one Qf

few commodities or services, limited natural resources, limited ability to promote
research and development in social and technolog~cal spheres, migration of skilled
personnel, high per capita cost of infrastructure as well as inadequate
infrastructure administration and other essential services,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolutions concerning island
developing countries including resolution 39/212, which recogni~es the difficult
problems faced by island developing countries, in particular those which suffer
handicaps due especially to their smallness, remoteness, vulnerabiliey to natural
disasters, constraints in transport, great distances from market centres, a highly
limited internal market, lack of natural resources, heavy dependence on few
cOmmodities, shortage of administrative personnel and heavy financial burdens,

Noting the special problems of insularity including difficulties of creating
efficient transport and communications links, the fragility of ecosystem and the
diffiCUlties encountered in the effective management of ocean space,

1. ReCognizes that in their quest for integration into economic activity,
women in many island developing countries are constrained by the absence of a wide
variety of options for employment and enterprise, thereby limiting their progress
in achieving the goals of the Decade,



2. ~ that the consequent tendency to migrate adversely affects the
stability of the family with attendant negative impact on society,

3. Recognizes that the difficult problems of island developing countries,
including the lack of national infrastructure, impede the establishment and
operation of social support services oriented towards the integration and
iparticipation of women in society, especially in the areas of employment, health
land education,

4. EmPhasizes the importance of increasing social support systems and
activities in formal and non-formal education, vocational and professional training
and in health services,

5. Calls for Governments to allocate increased resources for programmes
which will expand women's options for employment and integrate them more fully into
the development process through inter alia increased access to credit, increased
training in science and technology for greater participation in agricultural and
industrial sectors and improvement in entrepreneurial skills,

6. Requests United Nations organizations, including the regional
commissions, specialized agencies, international financial institutions and the
international non-governmental organizations, to take account of the specific
circumstances and needs of women in island developing countries, especially with
respect to resource allocation, technical assistance and training,

7. Requests continued support for research and data collection on the
special needs of women in island developing countries,

8. Urges that all seminars or workshops on the situation of island
developing countries held within the United Nations system include consideration of
and recommendations for activities and measures to promote the integration and
participation of women in development to the year 2000 and beyond I

9. Requests the Secretary-General in the preparation of the report to be
presented to the forty-first session of the General Assembly in accordance with
resolution 39/212 to examine the special situation of women in island developing
countries.

Barbados, Canada, Japan, Kenya, Norway, Philippines
and Sierra Leone: draft resolution

Health immunization

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.35, as revised)

The World COnference to Review and APpraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the extreme financial and emotional strains that hundreds of
millions of women experience as a result of the recurring illnesses, disabilities
and deaths of their infants and children (these deaths alone are estimated at
15 million a year), with the full recognition that this condition is further
compounded by the budgetary reductions in social services brought about by the
economic recession,
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Reaffirming the united Nations goal of universal immunization by the year 1990,

Calls upon all Governments, intergovernmental agencies, and non-governmental
organizations to intensify and accelerate their efforts to provide nation-wide .
basic preventive health measures for all women and children, setting as one major
target Ummunization against the six childhood killer diseases (tuberculosis, polio,
whooping cough, diphtheria, tetanus and measles) and against tetanus for pregnant
women in the context of primary health care. Where appropriate, immunization
against rubella should be given to girls before puberty.

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Spain and United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northexn Ireland: draft ~esolution

Women and education, training and job promotion

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.36)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting that the number of women workers has nearly doubled during the latest
25 years,

Considering that women to a great extent still occupy the lowest paid,
monotonous and automation-threatened jobs,

Concerned that the female unemployment rate is generally more serious than
that of men, i.e. women are more often and for longer periods rendered jobless,

Aware that women's special lack of job opportunities is often the result of
traditional and stereotyped views on sex roles, resulting inter alia in different
levels of education between men and women, and in a lack of appropriate and
specialized qualification of women,

Conscious that to some extent women's narrower choice of occupation and
different level of aspirations pl~ys a part in their weaker position at the labour
market,

1. Calls upon specialized agencies, such as the ILO and UNESCO, to promote
the understanding of the importance of women's equal admission to the labour market
and occupation, on an equal footing with men, at all levels, including the top
executive levelsJ

2. Appeals to INSTRAW (United Nations Institute for Training and Research
for the Advancement of Women) and other relevant national and international
research institutions to study the obstacles to women's equal job opportunities,
and, if possible, to set forward action-oriented proposals aimed at reverting the
uneven situationJ

3. Requests research institutions to establish research by, about and for
women, making more visible women's contributions and viewsJ
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90, 4. calls upon Governments, other authorities, institutions, parents and
employers to pay special attention to girls' school education at all levels and to
opening girls' minds to new possibilities, with a view to:

(a) Broadening girls' choice of courses and vocational education and
J, encouraging girls' entering into new fields of employment or fields previously the

domain of men,

(b) At the same time securing that the girls/women pioneers are not by
themselves and thus in an isolated situation, but making provisions for more
girls/women to go together into non-traditional fields and thus enablin9 them to
support each other,

(c) Changing negative attitudes towards the capabilities of female employees,

Cd) Opening the eyes of authorities, social partners, teachers and vocational
guides for the advantages of .breaking down the gender monopoly in many occupationsl

(e) Attaching special consultants on equality on the labour market to
institutions responsible for assignment of work and employment exchange,

(f) Recognizing the use of positive action, for instance extra job training,
as a provisional means to bringing about a more equal job distributi~n between men
and women, and

(g) If necessary, changing the contents of jobs and occupations to better
correspcmd with women's conditions, interests, values and expectations.

Botswana, Burkina Faso£ Colombia, Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
ItalY, Ivory COast, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, Pakistan,
Rwanda, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and NOrther~ Ireland, Zambia and Zimbabwe:

draft resolution

Women's contribution to food security

(document A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.39, as revised)

The Wor Id Conference to Review and APpraise! the Achievements of the Un! ted
~ions ~ecade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

ReCognizing the major role that women play in producing and providing food,

Noting that cultivatic~ of food crops and raising of small ruminants and
POUltry are often women's responsibility but are generally neglected in national
and international assistance r

Recalling the resolutions of Governments p,uticularly in Africa to place more
emphasis on women's contribut1ons in the food s~,stem and stimulate more action on
their behalf as expressed in the Preparatory Regional Meetings fo~ the United
Nations Conference to Review and Appraise the Women's Decade, the Lagos Plan of
Action and the Harare Inter-Governmental Regi()nal Conferen~e,
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Recalling also the Declaration of Principles and the Programme of Action as
adopted by the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development and
endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/14 of 9 November 1979,
particularly with regard to the integration of women in rural development,
(source: General Assembly resolution 37/59, fifth preambular paragraph),

Concerned that food shortages in many developing countries increase dependency
on food imports and food aid while food self-reliance could be economically
justified,

Concerned about the introduction of technology and changes in cropping
patterns which often harms rather than benefits rural women and the cause of food
security at both national and household 1~ve1s,

Determined to increase rural women's access to resources and opportunities
which can support the realization of their full potential,

1. Calls on Governments to:

(a) Reflect in government development plans the contribution which women
farmers make to development, and the importance to food security of channelling
more assistance to them as a priority;

(b) Give new emphasis in policies, plans, action and research to food crops
and women's related responsibilities, in order to ensure food security;

(c) Improve the information on women in agriculture and its use particularly
in connection with national statistics programmes with greater attention to
adequacy of indicators and disagregation of data by sex;

(d) Give emphasis to research into traditional foods, their production,
processing, preservation, storage, marketing, nutritional aspects and modes of use
and promotion,

(e) Endeavour to sensitize the relevant Ministries to the activities of rural
women related to food security; ensure liaison between women's associations and
central planning authorities in monitoring and co-ordinating the development of
projects under the various Ministries, in order to avoid duplication and fill in
the principal gaps,

(f) Encourage more women to participate in planning and decision-making
processes to ensure that the above points are respected;

(g) Train rural women in the process of project identification, planning and,
preparation and monitoring and evaluation; consider liaison with non-governmental
organizations as well as international agencies and donors in the implementation of
this recommendation;

(h) Respect women farmers' needs for land and guard against deterioration of
land rights they may already have, while working to promote ownership and access;

(i) Change existing laws and practices which may limit women's ownership and
access to land itself or to better quality land;
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(j) Establish programmes which make land available to women's groups for
collective production and for use as collateral for services and inputs which may
otherwise be denied them,

(k) Promote drainage and irrigation programmes for production of food as well
as cash crops, and make these available to women farmers as well as men,

(1) Make necessary provisions for the development of appropriate tools and
technologies for women farmers' tasks, and provide assistance to ensure the proper
management and maintenance of equipment,

(m) Facilitate the provision of credit to women on an equal basis with men as
individuals and in groups for all food production processes in the food cycle,

(n) Promote and strengthen wom~n's participation in existing farmers'
organizations and co-operatives both as members and in leadership capacities,

(0) Encourage decentralization and the delivery of extension and training so
that it will be available close to rural women's homes, promoting women's centres
where the need eXists,'and providing integrated services through these including
day-care centres,

(p) Include men and women together in training and extension programmes
wherever feasible,

(q) Encourage more women to embark upon training in agricultural subjects and
sensitize male personnel to the special needs of women,

2. Urges the international community particularly specialized agencies with
programmes addressing rural women in food security - such as FAO, UNICEF, ILO and
the World Bank would want - to intensify their efforts and actions to consult and
support rural women through:

(a) Continuing and strengthening their assistance to Governments for these
and related activities for women farmers as the basis for food security,

(b) Consulting and co-operating with respect to policies, programmes and
projects in relation to women in food security,

(c) Devising new approaches and mobilizing resources to support rural women
in their role and contribution to food security.
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Botswana, Mozambi~e, Zambia and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Women and industrialization*

(document A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.40)

The World Conference to 'Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

, Bearing in mind the significant contribution of women to production processes
in both developed and developing countries and the impact of industrial development
on women as producers and consumers of manufactured goods,

Considering the findings of the World Survey on the Role of Women in
Development, and provisions of the Third and Fourth General Conferences of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, 1; "Women in Industry" and of
the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development, 1I "Women,
Science and Technology" on the implications of industrialization on the situation
of women,

Considering that the economic recession and the changing technological
environment in which industrial development is taking place strongly affect the
participation of women,

Considering that the majority of women engaged in manufacturing in developing
countries is employed in the small-scale and informal production sector where they
stru9gle against social and cultural prejUdices, lack of access to credit and the
means of production and specialized training,

Considering that women in rural areas have been seriously affected by
indust:ialization and have lost traditional income-generating occupations through
industrial production of basic commodities and have been forced to become consumers
where they were previously producers,

Recalling that women in the modern industrial sector are mainly concentrated
in unskilled low-paid jobs with little upward mobility and are more vulnerable than
men to displacement by the introduction of new technologies as men are generally
given preference in training for the use of these technologies, and further
considering the exploitation of women in export-processing zones,

Considering that women are still generally looked upon as supplementary income
earners despite the fact that on average one third of all households in the world
are headed by women as sole supporters of families, and consequently considering
that existing obstacles towards equal access of women to training and employment
contribute significantly towards a feminization of poverty, ,

* This draft resolution was referred to the Second Committee for
consideration.

11 ID/OONF.4/22, 11 April 1980, ID/ODNF.5/46, 11 September 1984.

1I A/ODNF.81/16, 31 August 1979.
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1. Requests Member States to take into consideration the different
implications of industrialization on men and women and therefore involve women in
the design of industrial policies and strategies,

2. Urges Member States to encourage and ensure equal access of women to
technical training and education and to prepare girls and young women through
vocational guidance and career counselling for increased participation in
production and production-related activities at all levels, particularly at the
policy and decision-making level,

3. Requests Governments to adopt policies to support informal and
small-scale production sectors where women are concentrated and which play an
important role in supplying basic needs for local communities and to ensure that
women have equal access with men to resources and means of production and technical
and managerial exten5ion services,

4. Further requests Member States to promote appropriate technologies for
the needs and situations of women so as to liberate them from unnecessary time- and
energy-consuming tasks and thus enable women to engage in income-generating
activities, .

5. Requests Member States to monitor scientific and technological advances
to industrial production to ensure that any resulting reduction in employment or in
working hours is equally shared by men and women,

6. Urges Member States to involve women in the planning and decision-making
process in science and technology and in all phases of implementation and to take
special measures to employ qualified women at managerial levels and improve working
conditions for women in science and technology fields,

7. Calls upon UNlDO and other relevant United Nations organizations,
including the regional commissions, and national and international non-governmental
organizations, and bilateral and multilateral development organizations to devise
instruments and machineries to involve women and consider the situation of women in
the design and implementation of their programmes and projects and ensure access of
women to vocational, technical, scientifiC and managerial education and training.

Mexico:. draft resolution

The effects of the external debt of the developing countries on women

(document A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.43, as corrected)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
NaHons Decade for Womeru Equal i ty, Development and Peace,

. Considering that the majority of the developing countries are at present
suffering from a serious financial, economic and social crisis which has placed
them in a precarious situation leading to increasing deterioration in the situation
of broad groups of the popUlation and particularly women,

* On behalf of the States members of the Latin American and Caribbean Group.
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Bearing in mind that the problems of the developing countries caused by the
critical situation mentioned are fundamentally aggravated by the growing and
disproportionate external debt, the deterioration of the terms of trade and
protectionism,

Gravely concerned at the negative consequences of the above-mentioned factors
for the peoples of these countries and in particular for women, and at the
difficult situation of these countries in meeting their international financial
commitments,

ReCognizing that one of the principal obstacles faced by the developing
countries in their disproportionate external debt, for the servicing of which they
must devote enormous sums of their export income and which have obliged them to
adopt drastic adjustment measures that seriously affect their development targets,
abruptly restricting domestic demand and imports at a considerable economic, social
and political cost,

Recalling that just as there was shared responsibility between the parties
involved at the origin of the debt, there must also be shared responsibility in the
search for a permanent solutica, which would benefit both the developing and the
creditor develoPed countries,

Affirming that it is necessary to propose concrete and effective action both
for the urgent and effective SOlution of the problem of the debt of the developing
countries and for the full implementation of the measures contained in the
Declaration and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International
Economic Order, which will benefit all peoples of the world, and especially women,

1. Urges the creditor developed countries to become fully aware of the need
to find urgent and viable solutions to the problem of the external debt of the
developing countries and to express their political will in that direction, by
agreeing on payment conditions and interest rates compatible with acceptable growth
rates in the economies of the debtor countries, which would contribute to the
effective improvement of the livi~g conditions of their populations and towards
stimulating the process of economic and social development, which would help to
reactivate the entire world economy,

2. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to examine periodically
the negative effects on the status of wo~n of the critical situation in the
developing countries that has been caused inter alia by the disproportionate
external debt, by the deterioration in the relationship of trade prices, by all
forms of growing protectionism and inequitable financial and monetary practices and
to inform the Economic and Social Council at its summer sessions,

3. Requests the Secretary-General and the relevant organs and agencies of
the United Nations system, particularly the regional economic commissions, to
prepare the corresponding studies and to submit appropriate recommendations to
serve as an input for the Commission on the Status of Women in implementation of
the mandate specified in paragraph 2 and above.
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Ban9}adesh, Barbados, Dominican Republic, Fj~i, Grenada, Haiti,
India, Jamaica, Kenya, Mauritius, Morocco, ~~~al, Pakistan,
Papua New Guines; Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, ~ierra Leone,
Switzerland, Thailand J Trinidad and TObago, Tunisia and

Zambia: draft resolution
~ =

Women, population and development

(text amalgamating documents A/CONF.116/C.I/L.45 and L.74)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Reaffirming the principles and objectives of the report of the International
population Conference in Mexico in 198~ which inter alia states:

That the principal aim of social, economic and cultural development, of
which population goals and policies are integral parts, is to improve the
standards of, living and quality of life of the people,

The urgency of achieving the full integration of women in society on an
equal basis with men and of abolishing any form of discrimination against
women,

That the ability of women to determine their own fertility forms an
important basis for the enjoyment of other rights,

That in order to provide women with the freedom to participate fully in
the life of society, it is equally necessary for men to share fully with
women responsibilities in the areas of family planning, child-rearing and
all other aspects of family life;

That it is important to raise the level of education attained by women as
an end in itself and because of its close link to child survival and
spacing,

That too many, too close, too early and too late pregnancies are a major
cause of maternal, infant and childhood mortality and morbidity,

That in the design and implementation of fertility policies, Governments
must respect individual rights while at the same time giving full
recognition to the important role of the family,

1. Requests all Governments to provide all women and men with information
and education about family planning and with access to high quality, safe and
effective family planning services, including appropriate care follow-up. The
family programmes should be integrated with efforts to reduce maternal, infant and
child mortality, female illiteracy and steps to improve the condition of women in
society,

2. Further requests all Governments to ensure that adolescents, both boys
and girls, receive adequate education, including family-life education, with due
consideration given to the role, rights and obligations of parents to changing
individual and cultural values. Suitable family planning information and services
should be made available within the changing socio-eultural framework of each
country;
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Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Dominican Republic,
Equatorial Guinea, France, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger and

i Senegal: draft resolution

(document A/CONF.l16/C.l/L.47)

The Family Code

6. Calls upon the international community to assist Governments in
implementing these recommendations and to increase support to ensure that women
participate in and benefit from all population and family planning programmes. The
United Nations system, particularly the United Nations Fund for PopUlation
Activities and the WOrld Bank, aa well as WHO and UNICEF, have a special
responsibility in this area.

Recommends:

5. Urges all Governments to ensure the participation of women in the
formulation and implementation of popUlation policies, plans and programmes,
including family planning,

3. Recognizes and supports the innovative role which non-governmental
organizations, in particular women's organizations, can play in improving the
availability and effectiveness of family planning services,

4. Stresses the need to increase the quality of family planning programmes,
and to that effect give priority to training and operational research, including
research on socio-eultural attitudes and traditions,

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Considerin~ the fact that the female population is often ignorant of its most
elementary rights, and in partiCUlar of provisions regarding family ~aw,

1. That particular support be given by the international community a~d the
institutions in the United Nations system to States wishing to set up a Family Code
that would be consistent with realities,

In view of continuing illiteracy in many developing countries and particularly
among the female population,

~:e of the inappropriateness in certain States of texts governing family
matters, inherited from the colonial pas~, in the light of social realities and
mentalities,

2. That information campaigns be organized in these States in order to make
women in urban and rural environments aware of the provisions of the Code thus
worked out.

l
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Algeria, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Italy, Liberia, Morocco,
!araguay, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela: draft resolution

Commercial publicity harmful to the dignity of women

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.50)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

In view of the moral aggression of which women are victims in the second half
of the Decade owing to the mass communication media in the majority of countries:

(a) By the use of their image as a sex object,

(b) By the use of their image to stimulate the consumption of tobacco and
alcohol,

Urges Governments.to establish specific measures to eradicate from publicity
harmful propaganda that affronts the dignity of women~ offends children and
encourages young persons to consume alcohol and tobacco.

~lombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Panama, Paraguay
and Venezuela: draft resolution

Classification of women in census documents

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.51)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the Un~
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting that in the United Nations Decade for Women one of the recomw~ndations

of the World Plan of Action has not been fulfilled, namely, the one referrin~ to
the introduction of classification paramete~s to break down data on women in census
documents,

Noting also that this recommendation is of the utmost imP,Ortance fer measuring
progress in the integration of women in development,

Urges the Governments of the countries to make recommendations to their
planning bodies so as to permit an improvement of census data collection forms,
separating parameters on women, especially as far as health, education, anG
employment are concerned.
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cameroon, Central African Republic, Djibouti, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Trinidad

and TObago, Tunisia and Venezuela: draft resolution

Women and shelter

(dOcument A/OONF.l16/C.l/L.52)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, The W

Nations De

ReCognizing that Qdequate shelter, water and sanitation is a basic human
necessity, and aware that one billion, a quarter of the world's population~ do not
have adequate shelter and live in extremely unsanitary and unhealthy conditions,

Recal
called upo
mental hea

Awa:~ that women and children form the majority of the population of squatter
areas and yet are the most vulnerable to severe unhealthy conditions, Conoe

of death a
Deeply concerned that, in spite of increased action by Governments and

international organizations, the housing situation for. the poor in third world
countries is deteriorating rapidly,

foncerned also that women in many countries d.o not have adequate access to
land and security of tenure nor do they have access to credits and loans for
upgrading their shelter, or to training and opportunities for livelihood activities
to augment family resources for shelter,

In full support of the objectives of and programme for the International Year
of Shelter for the Homeless, 1987 as endorsed by General Assembly resolution 37/221
of 20 Decembe..- 1982,

1. Calls upon the women of the world to organize them~~lves with the aim to
initiate, promote and implement shelter and settlement development and upgrading
for the urban and rural poor in developing countries,
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2. Urges Governments to give high priority to the development-and upgrading
of the shelter and sanitary conditions of the poor and disadvantaged through
programmes that adequately relate to the massive scale of the problemJ

Ce

3. Recommends that these programmes form part of an integrated and
comprehensive shelter strategy which includes the upgrading and improvement of
housing, water supply and enviro~~ental conditions, primary health care, education,
training and income-generating activities, in particular for the urban and rural
poor with special emphasis on satisfying the needs of women and their active
participationJ

4. Further recommends thQt Governments take appropriate action, through
legislation and other means, to ensure equal riC:;dts and opportunities for women
with respect to access to land and security of tenure, access to credits and loans
for shelter improvements and access to services ana pUblic utilities, dS well as to
training and opportunities to contribute to family income for shelterJ
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5. Urges the specialized agencies and other international organizations, as
well as financial institutions, bilateral aid agencies and non-governmental
organizations, to co-operate with the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
in promoting and supporting the efforts of Governments.
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Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Cuba, Denmark, ~minican Republic,
Ethiopia, German_Democ~aticRepublic, Grenada, Baiti, Hungary,
India, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Pepua New Guinea, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,

Sri Lanka, Sweden and Trinidad and Tobago: dr~ft resolution

Maternal mortality

(document A/ODNF.ll6/C.l/L.53, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling the resolution of the thirty-eighth World Health Assembly, which
called upon Member States "to show greater concern .D. for women's physical and
mental health" (WHA 38.27),

Concerned that complications of pregnancy and childbirth are the leading cause
of death among women in many developing countries,

Emphasizing that data from the WOrld Health Organization show th&t women in
these count~ies, when they giv~ birth, have a chance of dying that is w~re than
100 times greater than that of women in developed countries, and that these women
run this risk many times during their lives,

Considering that most maternal deaths can be avoided through preventive care
(such as prenatal and family planning services), the assistance of trained health
personnel during delivery, and prompt medical treatment of unavoidable
complications,

Urges Governments, in co-operation with intergovernmental agencies and
non-governmental organizations, to make the reduction of maternal mortality and
morbidity a priority, and to take appropriate action without delay within primary
health care.

Central African Republic, Chad, Dominican Republic, Gabon, Niger,
Senegal and ~o: d~aft resolution

Chadian women and children living in the armed conflict areas

(dvcument A/OONFDl16/C.l/L.54, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and APpraise the Achievements o! the United
~ations Decade for Women: Equality, DeveloPlU9nt and Peace,

Determined to work for the maintenance of peace and the improvement of
sec",rity conditions of women and children living in zones affected by armed
conflict,

. Considering that, in working out strategies of action for the a~vancement of
women, peace, security and national independence are indispensable prerequisites
for the pursuit of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women,

OonsiderinR the violence of which Chadian women and children living in the
armed conflict areas are victims and the serious threat to their lives,
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Considering that the advancement of Chadian women must necessarily be brought
about through peace,

1. Deplores the inhuman situation suffered ~ Chedian women and children
living in the armed conflict areas,

2. ~ls for solidarity to all the countries present and to women in the
whole world to under~ake new action to ensure that Chadian women and children
living in the armed conflict areas should reg&in the peace that is necessary for
their development and advancement,

3. Calls on the international commu~ity to give total support to the search
for a definitive peace in Chad.

Austria, Dominican Republic, Finland, Greece, pakistan, Spain,
Sweden and Tunisiai draft resolution

Unemployment

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.58, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Developmeht and Peace,

Noting chat tale widespread unemployment results in increased hardship for the
lowest strata ~f wage earners, and particularly for women,

Aware of the fact that working conditions and real wages and social benefits
deteriorate as a consequence of the scarcity of jobs,

1. Requests States to conside~ measures to impede a further deterioration of
working conditions and of levels of income, especially among low-income groups
where many women are to be found~

2. Requests to eliminate segregated empl~ment markets through special
educational and training schemes,

3. £a1ls upon Governments to enco~rage job creating programmes i~ industries,

4. Calls for a general reduction of working hours without reduction of wages,

s. Urges Governments to take measures for an equitable distribution of job
opportunities,

6. Demands that unempl~ed people should enjoy social security and should
receive a satisfactory minimum income that should in a satisfectory way cover their
living expenses.
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camer~n, Dominican Republic, HUngary and Indonesia:
draft resolution

Participation of women in the process of restructuring international
economic relations on a just and democratic basis

(document A/CONF.116/C,l/L. 60)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and Peace,

Taking into account that women play an important role in the economic
develQPment of their countries, as well as in the process of economic co-operation
among all countries and peoples, and reaffirming the decisions of the World
Conferences in Mexic" City and Copenhagen, which emphasized the important role
played by women in socio-economic development at both national and international
levels and in the establishment of a new interna~ional economic order,

Referring t~ General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
1 May 197(. containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
E~tablishment of a New international Economic Order, resolution 3281 (XXIX) of
12 December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,
resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and international
economic ~o-operation and resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980, containing the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade,

'1
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Considering th~t restructuring world economy with the emphasis on the ne~4

international economic order is one of the most important problems of our time,

Taking into account that the implementation of the objectives of the united
Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and Peace depends' to a significant
extent on establishing equitable international economic relations as an essential
cGndition for comprehensive economic and social development of the developing
countries and the world as a whole,

Taking also into accoun~ the deterioration of the international economic
relations and the concinuing world economic crisis, which constitute not merely a
cyclic phenomenon but rather a symptom of structural disproportions marked,
Ante! alia, by the growing imbalances and inequalities detrimental to the prospects
of the developing countries,

~affirming once again that tmperialism, colonialism, neo-eolonialism,
aPI~lid, racism~ exploitation, policies of force and all manifestations of
foreign occupation and domination constitute a serious obstacle to economic and
social progress and that the elimination of those factors is essential for economic
development of all countries, improving the status of women, ensuring effective
international economic co-operation and establishing a new international economic
order based on equality and justice,

Reaffirming once again that the problems of women are also the problems of
society as a whole and that they are closely related to the level, structure and
pace of overall developn~nt and that slow progress in certain countries in
improving the status of women results from inadequate economic and social
development,
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Emphasizing the importance of effective mobilization and.integration of women
in the overall process of development and of a full and meaningful participation of
women in the social, poli ti.cal, economic and cultural life of society,

1. EmPhasizes once again an urgent need for restructuring international
economic relations on an equitable and democratic basis as a major factor for
advancement of the status of women and the important role of women in this process,

2. Calls upon the Governments of all countries to take effective measures to
influence the process of international economic co-operation, focusing on matters
of substance and bearing in mind the need to resolve the urgent structural problems
facing world economy and to promote the establishment of a new international
economic order using for these purposes the early convening within the United
Nations of global negotiations in accordance with resolution 34/l38~

3. Considers that the objectivel~, strategie& and measures to improve women's
sceio-economic status and their role in economic development should be an integral
part of national development plans and of efforts to establish a new international
economic order,

4. Recommends the Governments of all countries to take effective measures
for organizing and implementing concrete programmes aimed at integrating women in
the process of development in order, inter alia, to expand the participation of
women in matt~ra of international economic co-operation;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to transmit to the
committee on the Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, as part of
the documents of that Committee, a special report to consider the contribution of
women to the solution of problems of restructuring international economic relations
on an equitable and democratic basis.

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Cape Verde, Cuba, Democratic Yemen,
Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, India, Iraq, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab JamahiriY8, Mali,_Morocco,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uganda

and viet Nam: draft resolution

Palestinian women and children

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.6l)

The World COnference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Having been apprised of the situation of Palestinian women, particularly in
the territories under Israeli occupation,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Recalling f~rther the provisions of the International Covenants on Civil and
Political Rights and on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights, and in particular
article I of the said Covenants,
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Recalling the United Nations resolutions relevant to racism and racial
discrimination,

Recalling also the provlslons of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and the
applicability of this Convention to the Palestinian and other Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem,

Alarmed by the persistence of Israel in its policies and practices to deny the
Palestinian people the exercise of their inalienable rights,

Affirming that such denial by Israel constitutes an obstacle to the
development and equality of Palestinian women,

Expressing regret that the United Nations endeavours to convene an
International Peace Conference on the Middle East in conformity with General
Assembly resolutions have met with a negative response by some Governments,

Affirming that the establishment of peace in the Middle East and the
attainment of the inalianable rights of the Palestinian people enhance the
opportunities for the development and equality of Pal~stinian women,

1. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, abide by the above-mentioned
Declaration, Covenants and resolutions and cease and rescind all its policies and
practices against the Palestinian population in the occupied Palestinian territory,

2. Endorses the call of the United Nations General Assembly to convene an
International Peace Conference on the Middle East in conformity with the provision
of United Nations General Assembly resolution 38/58 C,

3. Calls on all United Nations organs and specialized agencies and other
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to provide immediate and
adequate assistance projects which will contribute to improving the living
condition of Palestinian women and children.

Austria, Dominican Republic, Pakistan and Somalia: draft resolution

Genetic technology

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.62)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Affirming that the decision of a woman to-reproduce life shoula be 1eft to the
choice of the individual,

Considering that the desire to have c~ildren has led to new discoveries in
science and research,

Aware of the problems that have arisen as a result of new scientific
developments, in particular in the field of genetic technology,

Considering that the capability of women to reproduce life should not be
infringed by political programmes which do not allow freedom of choice to the
individual,
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Taking into account that awareness should equally be promoted to the
possibility that human organs could be used commelcially,

1. Urges Governments to closely monitor developments in the field of genetic
technology,

2. Urges further Governments to seek ways to guarantee the application of
genetic technology exclusively for purposes that are accepted by mankind,

3. Calls upon Governments to draw attention to problems presented by the
possible misuse of the reproduction of human life for profiteering pu~ses and by
the system of surrogate mothers,

4. Requests Governments of all countries to take effecti'!1e steps to prevent
the commercial use of human organs.

Austria, Liberia, Spain, Tunisia and united States of America,
draft resolution

S~xual violence against women and children

(document A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.63)

!h! WOrld Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Taking into consideration that people in v3rious societies are scarcely aware
about sexual violence against women,

Recognizing the lack of public awareness of the detrimental effect of violence
on the mental and physical health of women,

Gravely concerned about the fact that female children become victims of sexual
abuse and violence much more frequently than is, up to now, generally being assumed,

Recognizing that due to potential pUblic discrimination women often refrain
from prosecuting the offender,

1. Calls upon Governments to take appropriate steps to protect, in an
effective manner, women and children from any fo~ of violence,

2. Urges Governments to take legislative measures in the penal law to ensure
that women are not victimized again ~nd criminalized as victims and that penal law
procedures should prevent to the effects:

That court decisions take into consideration the way of living of
the victim before the assault,

Should guarantee that a person of confidence attends the trial,

Should enable the court to rule out the public upon the request of
the victim,
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Sho~ld protect the victim's privacy by a generai prohibition to take
;'·'Qtographs in court and a prohibition to mention the name of the
victim in the media,

3. Requests Governments to provide psychological training of court members
(judges) •

Islamic Republic of Iran: draft resolution

Global concerns for peace and the plight of women

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L. 64)

The World COnference to Review and Appraise tQe Achievements O~Je united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling the principles of the united Nations Charter;

COnsidering and 'reSpecting the supreme huma~ values and international laws and
documents such as the FOurth Geneva COnvention, 1949 and First Protocol,
resolution XIII of 12 May 1968 and the resolution of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, resolutions 2444 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, and resolution
2597 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, 2674 (XXV) and 2675 (XXV) of 9 December 1970 and
resolution 3318 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974 which concerns the degradation of
women's status and calls i~r the p~otection of women and children d~ring periods
of war,

With respect to the particular emphasis of the World COnference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the united Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace on the issue of women in areas affected by armed conflict,
foreign intervention and threats to peace,

1. Deplor~ the inhuman plight of women and children under the apartheid
regime in South Africa and the usurper zionist regime in Palestine. The COnference
hereby urges the condemnation of these crimes committed against humanity,
especially women and children,

2. Condemns the superfluous expenditures of the arms race and its
expansionist strategies into space (Star Wars) and urges the diversion of the
expenditures to deprived parts of the world, in particular, the famine-stricken
parts of Africa, wherein the lives of thousands of women and children are
endangered,

3. l!)peals to the international community to take the necessary and actual
positive measures to protect rights of people living o~ residing in the
non-military zones, with special consideration given to women and children,

4. !ppeals to parties involved in war to refrain from taking women and
children as captives, and SUbjecting women to sordid and immoral acts such as
rape. The international community should not hesitate to condemn and punish the
perpetrators of such crimes,

5. With regard to United Nations Security Council reports S/15834 of
10 June 1983 and S/16897 of January 1985 concerning the breach of international
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Mali:* draft resolution

Namibia
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On behalf of the States members of the African Group.*

laws and regulations, prohibiting attacks on non-military zones and residential
areas, and concerning the crimes committed against the women (in Iran) by the Iraqi
forces, the Conference strongly urges the condemnation of the aggressor.

Document A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.79

5. Affirms the need for compliance with Security Council resolutions
and other international initiatives designed to bring about peace between the
two parties to the armed ()onflict between Iraq and the Islamic Republic of
Iran, in order to save women in the area from the sufferings inflicted on them
as a result of the conflict and to give them the opportunity of participating
in the development process in accordance with the objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peac~.

Realizing that the United Nations Decade for Women is coming to an end,

Amendment submitted by the delegation of Irag to the draft
resolution contained in document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.64

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.66)

Replace paragraph 5 by:

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Gravely concerned with the delay in 'the implementation of Security COuncil
resolution 435 of 1978,

Considering the fact that 1985 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
adoption of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial COuntries
and Peoples,

Deeply concerned by the perpetual sufferings of the Namibian women under the
illegal occupation of the racist South African regime backed by its imperialist
allies and further concerned by the utilization of Namibian territory as a
springboard for attacking and destabilizinq neighbouring States,

1. Deman~s the immediate implementation of United Nations Security Council
resolution 435 of 1978,

2. Oona~m~s in no uncertain terms the racist regime of South Africa for its
instal1~~i~-~:'~~so-called interim government in Windhoek and declares it null and
void and stat'cs that no recognition will be accorded either by the United Nations
or any Member State tu it or to any representative or organ established in
pursuance thereof,



3. Condemns in the strongest terms the forceful conscription of Namibian men
from the age of 17-55 years into the racist army in order to consolidate and
facilitate widespread repression throughout the country,

4. Demands the release of all Namibian political prisoners including
Mrs. Ida Jimmy and C~rtrude Kandanga,

5. Rejects South Africa;s insistence on linking the independence of Namibia
to irrelevant and extraneous issues as incompatible with resolution 435 (1978) and
vigorously condemns the use of Namibian territory as a base to infiltrate into
Angola and other independent neighbouring States by the armed bandits, recruited,
trained and financed by the racist regime of Pretoria,

6. Calls upon all women of the world to support and assist all the bodies
fighting to put an end to colonialism in Namibia.

Mali:· draft resolution

Refugee and displaced women

(document A/ODNF.ll6/C.1/L.68, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and Peace,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General to the World :Onference
to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women on
the activities and programmes concerning refugee and displaced women,

Recalling all relevant conventions, resolutions and decisions adopted by the
United Nations, regional organizations, in particular the Organization of African
unity on the problems of refugees,

Having also considered the report of the united Nations High COmmissioner for
Refugees on the programmes an~ activities concerning women refugees,

1. Expresses its deep concern on the painful conditions in which refugee and
displaced women, mothers in particUlar, find themselves,

2. Appeals to all States Members of the United Nations to take all the
necessary measures to eliminate the root causes that give rise to refugees,

3. Appeals a~so to the international community to give material and
financial assistance to refugee and displaced women, in particular African refugees
who constitute a considerable proportion of the refugee population,

4. Invites the United Nations High .Commissioner for Refugees to increase its
assistance to host countries in financing specific programmes geared towards women
refugees,
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* On behalf of the States members of the African Group.
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5. Appeals to the international community, donor countries and funding
agencies to give increased assistance to host countries to alleviate their burden
by strengthening their existing infrastructures,

E. ~~~ those States that have not so far signed or ratified the
1951 United ~~tiOn$ COnvention on the Status of Refugees, the 1967 Protocol on
refugees, the relevant regional instruments, in particular the 1969 OAU convention
on r~f~gees, to d~ so,

7. Urges all countries to find durable solutions to the tragic situation of
refugees,

8. Requests the united Nations Secretary-General to sensitize to the maximum
world opinion on the condition of refugees and the particular problE~s of refugee
and displaced women.

Dominican Republic, Mali. and Suriname, draft resolution

Front-line States

(document A/ODNF.116/C.I/L.69, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and ApPraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Gravely concerned about the undeclared war being waged by the Pretoria regime
against the independent neighbouring States,

Alarmed by the suffering imposed on the neighbouring States, especially on
women and children as the direct result of the massacres and other acts of
terrorism perpetrated by the South African racist arMf and puppet armed bandits,

Commanding the front-line States and Lesotho for their resistance to
Pretoria's military pressures and economic blackmail aimed at forcing them to
abandon their traditional support of the struggle for the liber~tion of Namibia and
South Africa itself,

COnvinced of the imperative and urgent need for the international community to
render mere material and moral support to these countries in conformity with the
relevant United Nations resolutions,

1. Strongly condemns the South African racist regime for the unprovoked and
premeditated acts of aggression against the independent neighbouring States, and in
particular the recent attacks against the People's Republic of Angola and the
RepUblic of Potswana, Lesotho and Zambia,

2. Further strongly condemns the Pretoria regime for the recruitment,
training and financing of mercenaries and armed bandits used to commit massacres
and other acts of terrorism against the innocent civilian population of the
front-line States, including women and children,
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* On behalf of the States members of the African Group.
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3. Commends the front-line States and Lesotho for their unswerving
commitment to the liberation struggle in South Africa and calls on the
international community to assist these StatesJ

4. Demands an immediate cessation of all South African acts of
destabilization and aggression against the front-line States,

5. Demands the immediate and unconditional ~ithdrawal by all the South
African racist troops from the territory of the People's Republic of Angola.

Chile, Colomb~a, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras,
Mexicc. Nicaragua, Panama and Venezuela: draft resolution

Latin American and Caribbean women and the critical economic situation

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.70)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equal itv, Development and Peace,

Considering that the majority of the Latin American and caribbean countries
are passing through a serious economic crisis, characterized by low rates of
economic growth, high inflation, persistent unemployment, a restricted volume of
trade and net export of financial resources towards the advanced countries, all of
which has reduced production and per capita income to the levels that the region
had attained a decade earlier,

Considering that in recent years the countries in the region have had to make
drastic efforts for economic adjustment, being obliged to interrupt or restrict
programmes directed towards improving the living conditions and welfare of the
population, thus directly affecting women,

Considering that this serious situation originated inter alia from fiscal,
monetary and commercial policies adopted unilaterally by the developed countries,
without taking due account of their negative effects on the international economy
as a whole and the economy of the Latin American and caribbean countries in
particular,

Considering that the crisis particularly affects women and especially those in
the lower income groups, since it is they that bear responsibility for compensating
for the reduction in family income and available social services by an increase in
domestic work, while their level of health and nutrition deteriorate and they enter
the labour market on increasingly unfavourable conditions,

1. Urges Governments to take into account in programmes of economic
adjustment the urgent need to sati~fy the demand of the female population for
employment, health a~d educationJ

2. Urges the industrialized countries to:

Put an end to the protectionist tendencies that have a negative
effect on the developing countries' exports of manufactures, in the
production of which there is large participation by female labourJ
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Contribute to the stabilization of prices of raw materials, the
decline in which seriously affects rural women in Latin America,

Protect the labour rights of women working in transnational
corporations, particularly in in-bond assembly plants, and

Provide the best conditions for the reception of female workers who
emigrate to the more advanced countries in order to satisfy labour
demand, most of whom wish to return to their own countries when
economic conditions improve,

3. Urges the Governments of the creditor countries and other interested
economic agents to initiate a political dialogue in order to find a long-term
global solution to the problem of debt and barriers to international trade. This
dialogue will open the way for a search for stability and economic recovery which
inter alia will make it possible to advance towards the expansion of employment and
the improvement of health and education for the women of Latin America, who have
the right to demand that genuine equality, development and.peace are achieved by
the year 2000,

4. ~peals to the solidarity of all women so that, according to their
special circumstances, they may recognize the joint responsibility of the creditor
and debtor countries for the present economic crisis in La~in America and the need
for equitable sharing of the costs of economic adjustment.

Bangladesh, cameroon, China, Democratic Kampuchea, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Japan, Morocco,
Nepal, Niger, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Trinidad and TObago, Tunisia
and United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:

draft resolution

Women and the environment

(document A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.71)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Notes with appreciation the activities of Governme~ts, non-governmental and
international organizations, particularly the United Nations Environmental
Programme, to protect, enhance, improve and manage more effectively the environment,

ReCognizes that significant progress has been made since the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment, held in Stockholm in 1972, in the
identification of environmental problems, the institutional and technical measures
for resolving these problems, as well as the understanding of the
interrelationships between peoplep development, resources and environment,

Conscious that development must not only increase standards of living, but
must also improve the quality of life for men and women equally,

Agrees that development must not destroy the ecological base on which critical
life support systems, such as water, soil, forests, on which human survival is
dependent,
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1. Urges women to be more conscious of the crucial role they play in
environmental and natural resource management,

2. Requests international organizations, particularly the United Nations
Environment Programme, to provide information on how women can play an active role
in combating serious environmental problems such as desertification, deforestation,
depletion of plant genetic resources, proliferation of hazardous chemicals and
mismanagement of water resources, water pollution, urban noise and air pollut~on as
well as in preventing the wasteful use of resources in the home, agriculture,
commerce and industrYJ

3. Recommends government, bilateral and multilateral funding agencies to
adequately take environmental considerations into account in development projects
and, where appropriate, assess the environmental impact of such projects,
particularly during feasibility studies and project planning stagesJ

4. Further recommends that in addition to economic criteria for evaluation
of projects, societal benefits must also be included, specifically assessment of
the participation of and impact upon women,

5. Calls upon Governments to promote, adopt and implement sustainable
development policies that, while promoting development, will ensure that natural
resources are rationally use~ and prudently conserved as well as the environment
protected, for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.

Japan, Pakistan and Sierra Leone: draft resolution

Reporting system on the advancement of women

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.72)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace.

Recalling resolutions 3520 (XXX) and 33/186 which stressed the crucial
importance of a reporting system for the effective implementation of the goals of
the United Nations Decade for Women,

Taking into account resolution 40 of the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace and Economic and Social
Council resolution 1984/20 on the need to strengthen future work of the Commission
on the Status of Women,

Considering both the considerable effort required from Member States and the
various components of the United Nations system in order to answer increasingly
complex and diversified questionnaires and the need to streamline the present
reporting channels in order to ansure a more effective integrated reporting system,

1. Requests that the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-first
session consider ways and means of ensuring a more efficient integrated system and
that the inter-agency meeting convened by the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs/Branch for the Advancement of Women, acting as focal point of
the United Nations system, establish appropriate reporting procedures accordingly,
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Recognizing that development is a total process which requires th~

participation of both women and men in order to be effective,

(document A/OONF.116/C.l/L.76)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

3. Recommends that questionnaires for the reporting be prepared with the
assistance of selected national machineries.

Women and development:j?rinciples and priorities

Recalling that the united Nations Decade for Women has resulted in important
advances for women but that progress has been insufficient,

Recognizing further the extent to which women have not benefited equally with
men from the development process,

2. Requests, meanwhile, that in order to permit the Commission on the Status
of Women to have a complete picture of all issues pertaining to the advancement of
women, all reports on such issues presented directly to the General Assembly or to
other Commissions of the Economic and Social Council be submitted to the Commission
on the Status of Women for its information,

Australia, cameroon, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Guinea, Iceland,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Netherlands, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Rwanda,
Senegal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and TObago, united

States of America and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Considering that inadequate account has been taken by development planners in
national Governments and in multilateral and bilateral development agencies of the
r.ole of women as contributors to economic development and social progress,
particularly of the fact that the income of women is crucial not only to women's
inaividual self-reliance but also to raising the standard of living ~f the family,
and to the overall development of the community and society,

ReCognizing the significant contribution women have already made to national
economies and that the resource which they represent remains only partially tapped,

Aware that many countries have accepted commitments to the rights of women to
participate in the process of development, and to benefit from its fruits,

Considering also that while some development policies and programmes have had
a positive impact on the social and economic condition of women, there have also
been cases where the impact has been negative,

Bearing in mind the challenge to pUblic and private sectors to find ways of
fulfilling their potential by incorporating women fully in the economic process,

Concerned, however, that lack of progress in building women's autonomy and
raising their status has impeded their integration in development on an equal basis
with men,
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Recognizing the need to relieve the time and energy constraints on women in
order to free their energies to engage in productive enterprise,

Noting with particular concern that insufficient attention has been given in
development policies and programmes to the role of wom~n in agriculture and food
production, forestry, energy and water management,

Alarmed at the aggravated food situation especially in Africa where the
existence of millions is threatened by hunger, recognizing in particular the extent
to which women's lack of access to land and modern technologies has contributed to
the problem and recognizing the capacity of women to make a vital contribution to
the solution of food production problems,

1. Calls upon national Governments and multilateral and bilateral
development agencies to make explicit their policies on women and development and
in particular to ensure that sectoral development policies and programmes include
strategies to promote the participation of women as contributors and beneficiaries
on an equal basis with .menJ

2. Urges national Governments and multilateral and bilateral development
agencies to give high priority to programmes and projects which strengthen women's
autonomy, inclUding programmes to stimulate the formation and growth of women's
organizations and women's groups and to give financial and organizational support
to their activities when needed,

3. Recommends strongly that in order to transform policies into concrete
results that specific and reviewable plans of action be developed by all
programming units in all sectors and endorsed at the highest organizational level,
such plans should establish responsibility, accountability and timeframes for
implementation, provide for monitoring and evaluation, establish quantitative
targets and should in~lude necessary support programmes such as staff training on
women's role in development in all sectors;

4. Urges that in national development planning, priority be given to women's
training and income generation, including the alleviation of women's time and
energy constraints stemming from the demands of household work in order to free
women to engage in productive enterprise and protect women from health-damaging
overwork; priority should also be given to increasing women's access to and control
over productive resources particUlarly title to land, credit, technical training
and appropriate technologies, and if necessary to supplement development programmes
with support services, e.g. day care and nursery schools, adjustment of
credit-worthiness criteria and additional special measures such as training, to set
women on an equal footing with men,

5. Recommends that all development projects include a strategy to benefit
women and that all project evaluations include an assessment of impact on women; to
this effect, women in the project's target population should be involved in all
phases of the project cycle from planning through evaluation, and this at all
levels from local to national;

6. Calls upon national Governments, multilateral and bilateral development
agencies to co-ordinate with each other and with non-governmental organizations,
especially women's grass-root organizations, in order to benefit from their
assistance in identifying needs and formUlating projects, and to ensure that
women's integration into development is based on women's own priorities;
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The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Dominican Republic, Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines,
Republic of Korea, Somalia, Thailand and United States of

America: draft resolution

Refugee and displaced women

(text amalgamating documents A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.33, L.38 and L.77)

7. Recommends that increased and co-ordinated effort be given at the
national, regional and international levels to the improvement of inf.ormation bases
on women and development, including detailed studies of the position of women in
the local society, their access to and control over means of production, legal and
de facto rights, level of education, prevailing cultural factors, etc. The studies
should contain sex-disaggregated statistics on a macro and micro level,
action-oriented research as well as methodologies to identify and monitor over time
the extent to which financial and technical support is provided to development
programmes and projects which improve the situation of women;

Noting the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

8. Urges that priority attention bt1 given to women's participation in
sectors where their important role has often been ignored in the past, such as
agriculture and food production, processing, marketing ,and distribution,
particularly in Africa where women have a vital contribution to make to the
resolution of the critical food situation, as well as to other sectors such as
water and sanitation and human settlements which are important to human health and
well-being and to energy, forestry and protection of the natural environment which
help sustain all people;

9. Recommends that review of progress under this resolution take place in
conjunction with the review of the Forward-looking strategies.

Noting with regret that, despite efforts by the international community and
the agencies concerned of the United Nations system, there has been a lack of
progress in finding solutions to such situations,

Noting with great concern that refugees and displaced persons continue to flee
their countries in great numbers and that women and children constitute a vast
majority among them,

Bearing in mind the various root causes which have brought about nearly
la million refugees and many more displaced persons in the world today,

Recalling previous calls for implementation of relevant United Nations
resolutions posing solutions to those international situations which have given
rise to the problem of refugees, thereby creating conditions enabling safe and
honourable repatriation,

ReCognizing that, in the various parts of the world where there are refugee
and displaced women and their children, special needs continue to exist for their
relief, Physical security, rehabilitation, voluntary repatriation, and resettlement,
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Noting with appreciation the special programmes being implemented by the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in recognition of such special needs
and interests of refugee women and their children,

Aware that a large number of refugee women are found in developing countries
of South and South-East Asia, the Middle East, Africa and Latin America, and that
an excessively heavy burden has been placed on the economies and infrastructures of
these developing countries, particularly the first asylum countries, adversely
affectin~ their economic and social development, as well as their security and
stability,

Recognizing that these countries cannot by themselves bear the heavy burden of
providing adequate shelter, protection from rape and other forms of sexual
violence, nutrition, health care, education and employment opportunities,

Noting with appreciation the role played by the voluntary humanitarian
non-governmental organizations and intergovernmental organizations, the
International Red Cross, the united Nations system and in particular the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the WOrld Food Programme, the United
Nations Children's Fund and the United Nations Development Programme in rendering
assistance to the best of their limited resources,
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Noting also with appreciation the humanitarian aid extended both bilaterally
and through the United Nations system by many Member States,

Jnited

~S ,

1. Strongly opposes all acts of violation of the United Nations Charter and
international law, particularly the denial of the right of people to
self-determination and independence and the use of force by foreign aggressor.s and
their occupation Q which are recognized as major root causes of the refugees and
displaced persons problem,

2. Strongly urges Governments, in co-operation with the United Nations
agencies' durable solutions to the problems of refugees, to take all necessary
measures to create conditions of peace leading to their voluntary return to their
homes in safety and honour,
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3. Calls for the renewed commitment of all States, p?rticularly in light of
the auspicious occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the establishment of the
United Nations, for the full implementation of the major relevant United Nations
conventions and resolutions that relate to situations which gave rise to the
problems of refugees and displaced persons,

4. Reaffirms the principle of international solidarity and burden-sharing in
responding to the refugee problem, particularly in view of the heavy burden borne
by receiving countries on account of the prese~ce of large numbers of refugees and
displaced persons, the majority of whom are women and children,

':1,..•.
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5. Urges all States to extend all pOssible humanitarian assistance to ensure
that the needs of refugees and displaced persons notably women and chidren are
adequately met and their interests safeguarded,

'efugee
lr their
;ettlement,

6. . Urges the Office of the United Nations High Oommis~ioner for Refugees,
bearing in mind its overriding commitment to ensure the well-being of all refugees,
to draw upon the expertise of all concerned United Nations bodies and, in
consultation with countries of first asylum and resettlement countries, to carry
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8. Requests the United Nations Secretary-General, in conjunction with the
High Commissioner for Refugees, to report to the United Nations General Assembly at
its forty-first session on the implementation of the present resolution.

7. Further reco~~ends that the High Commissioner ensure that the number of
women at all levels on his/her staff, particularly in the field, is increased so as
to ensure a better response to the needs of refugee women)

Belgium, Benin, Cameroo", Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Haiti, Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia, Morocco, Ne~l, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Saint Christopher and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Swaziland, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago. and United States of America:

draft resolution

Women and education: perspectives for the year 2000

(document A!CONF.ll6/C.l/L.78, amalgamating documents
A/CONF.116/C.l/L.l, L.2, L.18~ L.49, L.73 and L.7s)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develo~ment and Pea£!,

Reaffirming that each country is responsible for its national development
plans and progl'ammes and accordingly for its educational plans, programmes and
projects,

Acknowledging that the training of women and girls in new technologies is
particularly important and that the training and exposure of women to leadership
roles by drawing out the full potential of women is urgent,

out detailed studies and reseurch with a view to developing and implementing
further special programmes dealing with all facets of the relief effort which
should be especially directed to the critical needs of displaced and refugee women)
and requests the Office of the High Commissioner to report annually to the
Executive Committee on the status, the progress and the implementation of these
resolutions)

Recalling that attitudinal constraints constitute major impediments to the
achievement of educational equality as stressed in the World Plan of Action adopted
at Mexico City in 1975 and reiterated in the Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for Women, adopted at Copenhagen in 1980,

Mindful of the crucial role of education as a decisive factor in the
development of each country,

Considerina that women and men should have equal access to all levels of
formal, non-formal and vocational training in all sectors, both urban and tural,

Aware that the fundamental human right to education carries with it full
guarantee, on the basi~ of equality, irrespective of sex as a necessary ingredient
to social, cultural, technological, and economic progress of any nation,



Gravely disturbP.d by the fa~~ that because of traditional attitudes towards
women (sex-role stereotyped), women suffer disproportionately from poverty due to
low level of employment, low priority on promotions for women who are equally
deserving and qualified,

Notes with concern that women, by virtue of their gender, experience
discrimination in terms of denial of equal access to the power structure that
controls society and determines development issues,

Notes with grave concern the high rates of illiteracy and school drop-outs
among young girls and women and the continued low levels of female pa~ticipation in
formal and adult education programmes in many countries which in turn hinder
women's cp?Ortunities to benefit from and participate in the developmental process,

Fully convinced that a major obstacle to women's full participation in society
is the contrast between policy or legislative changes and effective implementation
of these changes and further convinced that de facto and indirect discriminatl<Jn
persist despite legislative actions,

Recognizing the urgency to achieve by the year 2000, complete eliminatio~ ~f

stereotyped roles and negative perceptions of and attitudes towards women, and
recognizing further the important role that respective Governments as well as
international organizations and non-governmental organizations have to play in the
promotion of equality,

1. Urges Member States and relevant United Nations agencies, ~articularly

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and CUltural Organization, to adopt as a
priority area in their agenda, the increased and accelerated access of women,
particularly in developing countries, the leadership training and exposure of women
in economic and financial, scientific and technological fields to facilitate and
accelerate their actual and equal participation with men as policy- and
decision-makers, policy formulators, educational planners, contributors and
innovators in the economic, scientific and social development of their countries,
that the commitment should guide the effective implementation of policies, plans,
programmes, and projects coupled with the conviction that development projects of
every country will be improved and society advanced if the full potentials of women
are optimized,

2. Recommends that Member States and non-governmental or9~nizations

intensify efforts to substantial and continuing improvement in edu(,ating people
(especially parents), through the mass media, in the portrayal of women, projecting
them as intellectuals, leaders, executives, innovators, inventors, politicians and
active participants,

3. ~lso recommends that Member States, if they have not dor.~ so, adopt
policies to continuously evaluate and update textbooks, instructional materials,
curricula at all levels, and if necessary, to rewrite or redesign them to ensure
that the image of women is reflected as positive, dynamic and participatory,

4. Requests Member States to adopt in their educational plans and
programmes, an expanded in-service and pre-service training of teachers and
guidance counsellors in all levels and in all types of schools in sensitizing them
to the problems which impede educational equality, training and providing them with
proper perspective and instructional materials to eliminate sex-role stereotyping
and thus enable them to develop successfully among their students, certain values
and attitudes and Ultimately change their behaviour,

-229-

11
t:
I

d
d
c
o

e
f

ex
pr
pr
tr
po

Un
no
01
of

na
in
su



i'l
;,·,'1','

. \,

I
;<
1. '

I:

5. Also requests that Member States take immediate steps, if they have not
done so, to facilitate and monitor the access of women and girls in all levels
desiring to re-enter formal education or professional life, by developing
continuing or life-long educational programmes, accrediting (through examinations
or other strategies) non-formal and informal learnings,

6. Further recommends,Member States to take into account in their
eduo~tional plans, supporting measures of adopting flexible entry and re-entry to
formal schooling, flexible time schedules in the education facilities to enable
women who in the discharge of their fundamental roles as wives and mothers,
normally face tremendous constraints,

7. Encourages Member States and non-governmental institutions to intensify
research activities, by identifying discriminatory practices so as to chart future
directions making realistic targets towards their eradication, by investigating the
discrepancy between the law and implementation phase, and by identifying factors
that would prohibit participation of wom~n in educational programmes ,and to
formulate measures to overcome such barriers,

8. Encourages further Governments and non-governmental organizations and
institutions to promote increased enrolment of women in technical and vocational
training institutes and centres inclUding intermediate technical courses in plans
and programmes for intermediate, formal and non-formal education, and to expand and
allocate equitably to girls and boys scholarships and grants, including educational
108),1 packages with special emphasis to the disadvantaged girls and women, to
encourage them to pursue their studies suited to their capabilitiesl/ particularly
encouraging them to receive technical and professional training, partiCUlarly in
the fields that have been traditionally men-oriented, monitor their progress and
placement, job recruitment and promotions to ensure that equality between men and
women is achieved,

9. Calls upon Member States which have not y.~~ done so, to adopt innovative
measures and programmes to enable them to achieve the highest literacy rate (women
and men), if possible up to 100 per cent by the year 2000, and calls upon Member
States to support adult literacy training, drawing upon governmental and
non-governmental organizations as appropriate, to develop adult ).earning generally
and adult literacy and basic skills specifically, including the production of
appropriate teaching materials for literacy and post-literacy courses,

10. Calls upon appropriate international organizations to facilitate an
exchange of gathering and dissemination of information regarding programmes and
practices, technical assistance, evaluation of programme effectiveness and
promotion of dialogue and communication among the myriad providers of literacy
training, to develop a clearer international understanding of the problems and
possibilities related to adult literacy,

11. Urges Governments, interested United Nations bodies, particularly the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and
non-governmental organizations to support programmes of women's organizations
directed to promote non-formal educational activities, addressed to the education
of women about their rights and possibilities of full participation in society,

12. Calls upOn Member States to continue prioritizing education in the
national budgets so that education can contribute more fully as the driving force
in the elimination of present shortcomings and inequalities, thereby achieving
substantially the full potential of women in naticli-building.
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Dominican Republic and Mali:. draft resolution

Apartheid

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.80)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Having considered the report on the future strategies, and in particular the
section on equality, peace and other areas of special concern,

Having heard the statements made by the representatives of the South African
liberation movements on the condition of women under the apartheid regime,

Considering that the African majority in South Afric~ are oppressed
economically, socially and politically by the racist white minority regime,

Recalling that apartheid has been rightly denounced by the General Assembly of
the United Nations as a'crime against humanity, and a threat to peace and
international security,

Gravely disturbed by the daily massacres perpetrated by the apartheid regime
against innocent and defenceless people ~\thin South Africa itself, Namibia and
neighbouring States,

Further recallin~ the resolutions and other pertinent decisions adopted by the
Mexico and Copenhagen Conferences,

Noting with indignation that the atructural violence resulting from the influx
control, forced removals, bantustanization and denationalization of the African
people, as well as other apartheid legislative measures responsitle for breaking up
family life have always been harshest on women and children,

Noting on the other hand with profound anxiety the fact that peace in the
region is being threatened more than ever before,

Convinced that the struggle for emancipation of women in South Africa is
inextricably linked to the struggle for national liberation and self-determination,

Convinced that there cannot be peace, stability and prosperity in South Africa
until the apartheid system is eradicated and replaced by a united, non-racial and
democratic society in South Africa,

Convinced that it is incumbent on the international community to lend its
fullest support to the dispossessed and oppressed people of South Africa in their
legitimate struggle, waged in all forms, including armed struggle, for the
eradication of the apartheid system,

Convinced that the constitutional and other so-called reforms by the Pretoria
regime are insidious plays designed to weaken the liberation struggle and to
further entrench white minority rule,
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* On behalf of the States members of the African Group.
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Recognizing that the singularly arduous plight of women and children under
apartheid deserves special concern and assistance of men and women around the world,

Recognizing that the condition of women and children under apartheid is
sui generis and represents an intolerable and abhorrent affront to the conscience
and dignity of mankind,

Determined to do everything within its power so that the objectives of
equality, development and peace become a reality for the South African black women
as is the case with the women of the other regions of the world and so that
apartheid, which is the major stumbling block, is completely eliminated,

1. Condemns in the strongest terms the apartheid regime and its system which
result in the dispossession of the African people of South Africa,

2. Strongly condemn~ the policy of constructive engagement and other forms
of collaboration with the Pr~toria regime,

3. Urges the United Nations and the entire international community to take
all the necessary measures, inc!udi~g the imposition of mandatory sanctions as
stipul~ted in Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, which will lead to quick
elimination of apartheid,

4. Also urges the United Nations to step up aid to the South African
liberation movements until the total dismantling of the racist apartheid regime is
accomplished,
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5. Fervently calls upon the United Nations Member States to sever and
abstain from establishing any relations whatsoever with the racist South African
regime,

6. Demands the immediate release of all political prisoners to,~ i by the
apartheid regime and the termination of all trumped-up treason charges currently
before the racist court,

7. Takes note with appreciation of the commendable work of the, Special
Committee against Apartheid for giving special attention to women and children
under apartheid and, in this respect, for the Declaration of the International
Conference on Women and Children under Apartheid convened by the Special Committee
in Arusha, United Republic of Ta'lzania, from 7 to 10 May 1985, and calls on all
Member States of the United Nations, specialized agencies, intergovernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations participating at the Nairobi
Conference to review and appraise the United Nations Decade for Women, to give
immediate and practical effect to the Declaration,

8. Commends the women and men of conscience throughout the world whose
contribution has strengthened the anti-apartheid movement,

9. Warmly welcomes the emergence of the frae South Africa movement, the
divestment involvement and the campaign of sanctions in the Western countries,
especially North America and Western Europe, and call for its intensification,

10. Reaffirms the continuing need to pay particular attention to the
unacceptable condition of women and children under apartheid, with a view to
ensuring the immediate, effective and practical elimination c~ the system of
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apartheid and by consequence the liberation of women ~nd children, consistent with
the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women and taking into
account the relevant Forward-looking Strategies for women and children under
apartheid)

11. Appeals to the international c~unity to increase its moral, diplomatic,
political and material support to the national liberation movements of South Africa.

Botswana, Kenya, Malawi, Tunisia and Zimbabwe, draft resolution

Women and water

(document A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.81, as revised, and amalgamating
documents A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.44 and L.48)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 25 of the WOrld Conference of the United Nations Decade
for Women held in Copenhagen in 1980, entitled "International Drinking Water Supply
and Sanitation Decade",

Recognizing that many people in developing countries have severely limited
aCcess to adequate safe drinking water and adequate water for agriCUltural purposes
(including irrigation, livestock, fishponds) and for sanitation,

Noting that, particularly in the underdeveloped and developing countries where
domestic water is difficult to obtain, women have traditionally had the major
family responsibility for transporting, conserving and using water for drinking,
washing and hygiene,

Noting further that this responsibility is often onerous and time-consuming,
and has an adverse effect on the daily lives of millions of women in developing
countries of the world,

Recognizing that insufficient water and unsafe water has a detrimental effect
on the health and hygiene of women, and will undermine the health and nutrition
goals of the United Nations Decade for Women,

Recognizing the need to conserve both new and established water supplies for
domestic use and irrigation and to keep them free from poll~tion,

1. Urges all countries and United Nations agencies including specialized
agencies, to promote water supply projects, to preserve established water systems
and to promote irrigation schemes as appropriate)

2. Urges further Governments to establish collaborative arrangements between
technical ministries responsible for water and socially-oriented agencies, and in
particular non-governmental organizations including women's organizations or groups)

3. Appeals to GOvernments to take special measures to provide education and
training for women to upgrade their qualifications to assume responsibilities at
all levels in the water sector)
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4. Requests that international, multi- and bilateral organizations and
specialized agencies take measures to ensure that adequate attention is given to
women's involvement not only in identification, design, implementation and
evaluation, but also in operati..:m, maintenance and administration of projects,

5. Recommends choice of technology appropriate to women's needs, taking
particularly into account their potential involvement in village level operations
and maintenance,
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6. Recommends also the collection and dissemination of information and
research concerning actual cases of women's active involvement,

7. Calls on Governments to ensure women'~ effective representation in all
decision-making bodies dealing with water for domestic use and agriculture by such
means as:
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Including national women's organizations or other bodies in national
action committees for the International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade or other similar bodies,

Increasing the number of women at decison-making levels in
ministries with primary responsibility for water projects,
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Ensuring appropriate numbers of women are included in relevant
community-level committees.
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Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and the united Republic
of Tanzania: draft resolution

Women and peace
testi
recip
other

(document A/CONF.116/C.l/L.83, amalgamating
documents A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.22 and L.42)

a corn

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of _the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

space

Convinced that the arms race is a fundamental obstacle to peace, equality and
development,

FirmlY believing that the pattern of search for security, based almoet
exclusively on national aspirations and armaments, has to be broken, if humankind
is to survive,
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Recognizing that for true equality between women and men to become a reality,
the sharing of power by women on equal terms with men is vital,

Considering that the concept of peace includes not only the absence of war,
violence and hostilities at international and national levels, but also social
justice and equality for all human beings and for all nations,

Aware that achieving peace, security, disarmament, economic and social
development is an indivisible task,



B

Recognizing the valuable role of women and their organizations in raising
political consciousness of people, parliaments and Governments on this question,

1. Urges Governments to take practical institutional, educational and
organizational measures to facilitate for women to exercise their right to
influence, on an equal footing with men, the decision-making process concerning war
and peace, military budgets and structures, disarmament negotiations and resolution
of conflicts,

2. Expresses appreciation of the forceful support given by women's
organizations and their representatives in parliaments and governmental bodies the
world over, to constructive initiatives such as the appeal of Heads of State and
Governments of Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and Tanzania contained in
the Joint Declaration of New Delhi (January 1985),

3. Recommends the United Nations and its specialized agencies, in particular
the United Nations Commission on the Status of WOmen, to promote within the scope
of the International Year of Peace, 1986, specific activities of women's
organizations in support of peace, including the encouragement of education for
peace, and dissemination'of information about the danger of nuclear holocaust, and
its fatal consequences for the survival of humanity,

4. Recommends the reallocation of funds from military to non-military
research and development, limits on international arms transfers, and the
conversion and redeployment of resources released from military purposes to
economic and social assistance to developing countries and to the enhancement of
the status of women of the world,

5. Proposes, as transitional measures, an immediate moratorium on the
testing, production and deployment of nuclear weapons and their delivery vehicles,
reciprocally undertaken by the Soviet Union and the united States, followed by the
other nuclear Powers,

6. Further proposes negotiations aiming at formal agreements beginning with
a comprehensive test-ban treaty,

7.
space.

Calls for the urgent conclusion of agreements to prevent an arms race 1n

Austria, Belgium, Finland, Germany, F~deral Republic of, Italy,
Japan, Kenya, and Trinidad and TObago: draft resolution

,,

Women and new technologies

(document A/OONF.l16/C.l/L.84, amalgamating documents
A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.lO, L.46 and L.59)

The World COnference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind that the current technological and scientific revolution can
be a great opportunity for progress, in that it will provoke profound changes in
the economy and in society, it will, however, only be positive fcr women if they
are able to control the process of change and to participate in it,
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Bearing in mind the potential and acute impact of science and technology on
the integration of women in the development process,

ApPreciating national and international efforts which seek to ensure that
women benefit from development of science and particUlarly technology based on
local intiatives and skills,

Recalling the decisions of the Third and Fourth General Conferences of the
United Nations Industrial Developmen~ Organization, the Mexico Plan of Action on
Women and the Copenhagen Programme of Action as well as General Assembly resolution
39/164 and the United Nations resolution on women, science and technology, adopted
in Vienna in 1979,

Recalling that the women in the modern industrial sector are mainly
concenttated in low-paid jobs with little upward mobility and are more vulnerable
than men to displacement by the introduction of new technologies, as men are
generally given preference in training for the use of these technologies,

Aware of the fact that new technologies in agriculture, industry and in
services very often have adverse effects upon occupational health and safety and
quality of jobs,

Considering that the changing technological environment strongly affec~s the
situation of women in working and everyday life,

Bearing in mind that the question of poverty-stricken women both in the
developed and deveioping world is one of the issues which needs to be strongly
stressed,

Considering that the majority of women engaged in manufacturing industries in
developing countries is employed in the small-scale and informal production sector
and they usually lack both the means of production and specialized training,

Considering also that women in rural areas have been seriously affected by
industrial production of basic commodities and have so lost traditional
income-generating occupations,

Bearing in mind that the utilization of new technologies inside the productive
units implies a different work organization and a different distribqtion between
productive activities and all others, with the risk of increasing urlemployment and
worsening living and working conditions for those groups of women who are the
weakest on the job market,

Noting furthermore the growing risk that emplC¥ees remain without the ,
necessary prospectg regarding advancement in their careers, quality of their jobs,
working conditions and levels of pay,

1. Calls upon all Governments and other appropriate bodies to ensure that
national scientific and technological plans and programmes take into account the
specific interests and potentials of women;

2. Further calls upon Governments and other appropriate bodies to involve
women equally with men in the assessment, choice, acquisition and ad~ptation of
technology,
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4.

Invites Governments to facilitate:

A better distribution among the two sexes, of the advantages derived
from the introduction of new technologies, which have spread through
the sphere of economic systems and from the application of the
results of scientific research)

The participation of women in phases of planning which relate to new
technologies, in the finalizing of scientific research and the
introduction of innovations in such a way as to strengthen their
economic position and to improve their living conditionsJ

Equal access for both men and women to training in technical and
scientific subjects)

Requests Governments:

To carry out positive actions geared towards overcoming the
occupational segregation between sexes, and to improve career
prospects,

To stimulate the education and training of women and girls so as to
enable them to enter the applied and decision-making field in the
area of new technologies, to increase the female work-force in the
new occupations;

TO delineate comprehensive and specific interventions geared towards
the weakest sectors of the female work-force and for those in need
of retrainingJ
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5. Requests Member States to promote technologies appropriate for the needs
and situations of women, particUlarly in agricultural production, so as to liberate
them from unnecesary time- and energy-consuming tasks;

6. Further requests Governments to adopt policies to support small-scale
produc~ivn sectors where women are concentrated and which play an important role in
supplying basic needs fer local communities and to ensure that women have equal
access to resources and means of production)

7. Calls upon Governments, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, the International Labour Organisation and other relevant United
Nations organizations, including the regional commissions, on national and
international non-governmental organizations, on bilateral and multilateral
development organizations to dev:ise instruments and machineries to involve women in
the design and implementation of their programmes and projects and ensure access of
women on an equal footing to voci!tional, technical, scientific and managerial
education, training and retrainil.1gJ

8. Calls upon relevant United Nations organizations, particularly the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization and the United Nations Development
Programme, including the regional commissions, to support scientific research and
application on the impact of science and technology on women)
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9. Recommends that measures be encouraged in order to introduce minimum
standards regarding contents and job descriptions as well as rationalization and
humanization of work, according to international standards, such as the definition
of the shortest permissible repetitive unit of work to be carried out by one and
the same employee over a period of time,

10. Requests the existing institutional arrangements within the United
Nations system in the area of science and technology and women be further
strengthened particularly in the area of training, thrQ~gh improved harmonization
of programmes and through joint technical co-operatic activities,

11. Calls upon Governments and international organizations to include the
issues of women and science and technology in their periodic review of the
implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies,

12. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women and other functional
intergovernmental bodies including the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and
Technology for Development to review periodically issues of women and science and
technology, particularly those relevant to developing countriesl

13. Further requests that the COmmission on the Status of Women at its next
session give consideration to women and science and technology.

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, cyprus, Dominican Republic,
Finland, France, Greece, Guyana, Italy, Neth~r~ds, New ~ealand

and Spain: draft resolutio~

Improving the conditions of work and life

(document A/OONF.116/C.1/L.85, amalgamating documents
A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.23, L.25, L.3? and L.4l)

A. Workers with familY responsibilities

The World COnference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women and other relevant international instruments,

Urging countries to implement measures to ensure that men and women workers
with responsibilities for dependent children, or the members of their immediate
family in need of care and support, are not subject to discrimination in engaging
in or seeking employment, and experience minimal conflict between their employment
and other responsibilities,

Considering that women, in order to participate in development, equality and
peace, must take their place at all levels of political and social life,

ReCognizing that women continue to bear the major responsibility for the care
of children and other dependent family members,

ReCognizing that while women continue to bear this major responsibility they
will be hampered in their participation in the labour market and will suffer
constraints in their choice of employment, its location and the hours worked,
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Recognizing further that while more equitable sharing of family and domestic
responsibilities should be encouraged, immediate action is required to redress the
work-force inequality suffered by women and other workers with family
responsibilities,

Recommends that countries implement measures to ensure:

(a) That workers with family responsibilities may become and remain
integrated in the labour force and re-enter the labour force after an absence due
to those responsibilities. Access to training and retraining programmes should be
ensured;

(b) The provlslon of child care facilities and other support services
appropriate to the needs of workers with responsibilities for children and other
family members;

(c) The availability of leave to workers of either sex to enable them to care
for children and other family members in their care;

(d) The development of more flexible working time arrangements to facilitate
the employment of workers under terms and conditions which are compatible with
family responsibilities;

(e) That all types of work patterns should be covered by equitable pay and
conditions;

(f) That there should be progressive reduction of daily hours of work and
overtime;

(g) That the provlslon of taxation, social security and child support systems
do not bias decisions by men and women as to how they allocate their time between
paid employment and i,t:her activities;

(h) The development of support services to provide assistance to workers with
family responsibilities.

B. Parental leave

Reaffirming the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women,

Recalling Convention No. 156 of the International Labour Organisation,
concerning workers with family responsibilities,

Believing that the primary objective for the elimination of discrimination
against women is the full participation of women, on equal footing with men, in all
spheres of social, economic and political life,

Consideri.ng that the economic self-sufficiency of women stemming from work is
one of the most basic factors for their social lib~ration and their personal
development,

Bearing in mind the need for equitable sharing of responsibilities between men
and women in family and social life,
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Recognizing the important role of motherhood and fatherhood in society,

Believing that motherhood should not constitute a restraining factor for the
full participation of women in society,

Bearin
Discriminat

Bearing in mind that the sharing of the care of children between parents
constitutes a positive factor for the family ties as well as for the full
development of the personality of the child,

Considering that in countries where legislation for parental leave is
provided, that leave is being almost exclusively used by working mothers only,

1. Invites the States Members of the United Nations, which have not yet done
so, to consider taking legislative measures for granting parental leave to working
parents, beyond the maternity leave (pregnancy, confinement and breast-feeding).
These parental leaves will allow both parents to share the caring of their children
during the first period of their lives;

Recogn
women are e
part-time w
regulated 1

Rec n
remuneratlo
piece-work

Consid
treatment,
overtime, a

7.

Calls u
to:

1. El
women; such
social secur

Noting
predominate,
to adverse e

4. Set
introduction
work requirem

3. En
account of th
employmentJ

5. Fac
predominate b
trainingJ

6. Inc
women workers

thus

8.
such as

Calls upon Governments and other appropriate bodies to:

Advise and support workers in case of investigation and complaint with
regard to the principle of equal remuneration;

Promote public awareness and understanding of the principle and ~ractice

of equyl pay for equal work.

C. Equal pay

Recognizing the need to reduce the wage gap between women and men,

Create comprehensive implementation machinery to ensure the applicar,ion
of the principle of equal pay for equal work;
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Ensure equal pay for equal work performed by both women and menJ

Aware that those measures have not yet resulted in satisfactory improvements
with regard to the level of wages for women,

2. Urges that Governments and the appropriate bod~es when adopting such
legislation or administrative measures to take into consideration that the period
of parental leave should in the case of two-parent families be granted io equal
proportions to each parent.

Considering that many Member States have introduced during the United Nations
Decade for Women legislation and attempts in cOllective bargaining in order to
eliminate disparities regarding wages for women and men,

Emphasizing that the income of women as a substantial source of subsistence of
families and is even, for an increasing num',ler of women, the only source of income
for themselves and their dependants,

Recognizing the ILO resolution on equal opportunities and equal treatment for.
men and women in employment, adopted in June 1985 and the Equal Remuneration
Convention, 1951, No. 100,



D. Fair employment practices

Bearing in mind the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,

Recognizing the pervasiveness of occupational segregation by sex and that many
women are employed in marginal areas of the labour market, including casual and
part-time work, home-based work, domestic work and occupations not covered by the
regulated labour market,

Recognizing that occupations of this sort are characterized by poor
remuneration and conditions such as lack of job security or promotion prospects,
piece-work and lack of regulation,

Considering that such workers are particularly susceptible to unfair
treatment, occupational health and safety problems, long hours without payment of
overtime, and sexual harassment,

Noting further that occupations in the labour market in which women
predominate, including assembly line and office work, are particularly vulnerable
to adverse employment conditions as a result of technological change,

Calls upon Governments and other appropriate bodies to take all possible steps
to:

1. Eliminate employment policies and practices which discr.iminate against
womenJ such as gender-based recruitment, classification schemes, career prospects,
social security schemes, pensions and other benefits,

2. Encourage the regulation of all patterns of work including home-based
employment,

3. Encourage the development of regulated patterns of employment that take
account of the diverse demands on, and wishes of women workers outside their
employment,

4. Set standards and involve women workers in decision-making for the
introduction of new technology in the workplace, both in terms of equipment and
work requirements,

5. Facilitate improvement in the status of occupations where women
predominate by adoption of training standards and the provision of associated
training,

6. Increase trade union training and the industrial bargaining power of
women workers, and

7. !~llow economic policies which will increase employment opportunities and
thus reduce the pool of workers competing for jobs,

8. Calls uTJOn United Nations development systems and specialized a~encies

such as ILO to:

gather ~~d disseminate reliable information on exploitative
employment practices that affect women,
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- set international standards to prevent such exploitative employment
practices.

2. Draft resolutions submitted to the Second Committee of
the Conference

Bangladesh, China, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Finland, France, Greece,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Malawi, Nepal, New Zealand,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of

Korea, Samoa and Thailand: draft resolution

Establishment of a system of data and information networks on women

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.3, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the Un~
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Developnent and Peace,

Considering the need to improve data and information on th~ situation of women
in order to evaluate the progress made by women towards developnent,

NotinQ that timely and reliable statistics on the s~tuation of women are
valuable in helping to improve the condition of women,

Noting also that a data and research base on women will be strengthened
through collaboration with other States, specialized agencies and regional
organizations,

Convinced that \1stablishment of a system of information networks is required
to facilitate the exchange of information,

1. Call~ upon all States to develop a data base, including gender-specific
statistics, and research on women and to establish an information system on womenJ

2. Invites regional organizations to develop information systems for the
adDlinistration of data on the situation of women in each country of the regionJ

3. Reconanends that the Commission on the Status of Women, in consultation
with the Statistical Commission, should assist in d~ve10ping a system of data and
information networks at the national, regional and international levels.

Austria, China,BOly See, Indonesia, Japan, Liberia, Malta,
Mauritania, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka and

Thailand: draft resolution

Women and aging

(document A/CONF.ll6/C.2/L.S, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Developnent and Peace,

NotinQ the significant amount of work being undertaken by Governments and
voluntary organizations to alleviate the problems and hardships faced by ag~d women,
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£9nscious that women already at a disadvantaged position in employment

remuneration and benefits, are facing even more handicaps when aged,

Concerned that there is still a need for more effective policies and actions
to correct and improve these inequalities,

1. Urges all Governments to review and asse~s their policies with regard to
aged women in order to determine whether the specific needs of these women are
aaequataly catered to with rega4d to medical facilities, human settlements and
transportationJ

2. Requests Governments, international and non-governmental organizations to
integrate aged women into community activities so that they will not be left
isolated and felt unwanted but will be considered a part of the community to which
they belong,

3. Calls upon Governments, international and non-governmental organizations
to develop and implement specific programmes to meet the needs of aged women,
whether or not they are at home, with transport, medical care and a sense of
belonging to the community.

Bangladesh, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka
and Thailand: draft resolution

Participation of men in reaching the objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Developnent and Peace

(document A/CONF.l16/C.2/L.6, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Reaffirming the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Emphasizing the importance of undertaking at the World Conference a critical
and realistic review and appraisal of the achievements of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and the progress made at the
international, regional and national levels in the attainment of the objectives of
the Decade,

RecognizinQ that it is necessary to change mensa attitudes towards the
development of women and that the co-operation of men will facilitate strategies
and the impl~mentation of women's programmes and projects,

Conscious that further efforts are needed to implement the objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace at the
international, regional and national levels, since the objectives originally
prop'ounded did not SUfficiently take into account the active participation of men
as a complement to the development of women,

1
I
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1. Urges Gover~~ents, international and non-governmental organizations to
develop supporting facilities, such as information, training and technical
assistance, in order to encourage men's understanding of women's development
programmes, and to adopt measures designed to eliminate sex stereotyping in
instructional materials in all types of educational systems and to integrate women
into all tasks traditionally assigned to men and vice versaJ

2. Calls upon all Governments to formulate and implement national plans of
action to promote the active participation of men in women's development programmes
a.nd projectsJ

3. Requests international and non-governmental organizations to formulate
and implement similar plans of action to complement and support those formUlated by
Governments.

Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, India, Indonesia, Japan, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, united Republic

of Tanzania and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Collaboration with non-governmental organizations
in the field of health

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.7, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind that one major aspect of the Forward-looking StrategieS of
implementation for the advancement of women and concrete measures to overcome
obstacles to the achievement of the goals and objectives of the United Nations
Decade for the period 1986 to the year 2000: equality, development, peace concerns
the improvement of health, nutritional and other social services for women which
are essential to the full participation of women in development activities, to the
strengthening of family life and to a general enhancement of the quality of life,

ReCognizing the commitment of non-governmental organizations and the valuable
nature of the expertise, talent~ and resources that they can mobilize for the
achi~vement of such an improvement,

Recalling resolution WHA 38.27 of the World Health Assembly,

1. Expresses its appreciation of the valuable efforts undertaken by
non-governmental organizations, including voluntary bodies, in the field of health
and social services and their important contribution as a complement to the formal
services provided by statutory agencies and by multilateral organizationsJ

2. Calls upon Governments and non-governmental organizations to continue, in
a spirit of partnership, their close collaboration and consultation in the field of
health and social services for the implementation of the recommendations contained
in the strategies for health adopted by the Conference and to encourage and support
self-care and self-help groups at the community level as an adjunct to primary
health care.
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Australia, Botswana, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Holy See, India, Indonesia, Iran, Islamic
Republic of, Italy, Kenya, Kuwait, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Mali, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Niqer, Oman, Pakistan~ Papua New
Guinea, Samoa, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad

and Tobago, Tunisia and Viet Nam: draft resolution

Improvement of the condition of physically and mentally disabled
women of all ages

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.8)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop~ent and Peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3447 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, by which
it proclaimed the Declaration of the Rights of Disabled Persons,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976, by which it
proclaimed the year 1981 International Year of Disabled Persons,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/154 of 17 December 1979, on the
International Year of Disabled Persons, with the theme of full participation and
equality,

Recalling resolution 2 adopted by the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, held at Copenhagen in 1980, which called for tha improvement of
the situation of disabled women of all ages,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 37/52 of 3 December 1982, by which it
adopted the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons, and 37/53 of
3 December 1982, by which it proclaimed the period 1983-1992 United Nations Decade
of Disabled Persons as a long-term plan of action,

Noting with appreciation the activities of Governments, United Nations
organizations, the specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations in
connection with the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning
Disabled Persons,

Recognizing that disabled women of all ages constitute a significant number of
disabled persons and encounter particular difficulties in developing their
individual abilities and skills as a consequence of their mental, physical or
sensory impairment which affects their reponsibi1ities and their rights to enjoy a
decent life,

1. Appeals to all Governments to contribute to the implementation of the
World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and to explicitly take into
consideration u through the implementation of this Programme at the national level,
the special needs of disabled women in order to facilitate their practical
participation in daily life and to provide them with recreational activities,

2. Urges all States to give special attention to the training programmes for
the habilitation and rehabilitation of disabled women in order to give them more
and better opportunities to participate in all aspects of life)
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3. Requests the specialized agencies, in particular the World Health
, Organization, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

and the International Labour Organisation, the united Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the Office of the united Nations High C~mmissioner for
Refugees and the other united Nations bodies and programmes concerned to take into
consideration in their activities and programmes the needs of disabled women of all
ages and the necessity to improve their condition, through preventive and
rehabilitative measures, and requests them to co-ordinate their activities in this
area,

4. Decides that, in implementing the Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women for the period 1986 to the year 2000, the needs of disabled
women of all ages should be taken fully into consideration at the international,
regional and national levels.

Finland, Greece, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden
and Turkey: draft resolution

Migrant women

(document A!CONF.116!C.2!L.9)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Considering that labour migration involves over 20 million workers 'in the
world, excluding members of families and the increasing number of undeclared
migrants, and that international labour migration has led to the creation of new
cultural, ethnic and religious communities in host countries,

Recognizing the increaaed involvement of women in international migration and
their contribution to the development of both sending and host countries and also
the particular difficulties facing women in migration,

-
Concerned that, despite the efforts made in the past decade by Member States,

the regional intergovernmental organizations and the United Nations specialized
agencies, migrant workers, and particularly women, are still not entitled in many
countries to exercise their fundamental human rights,

Deeply concerned about the precarious situation of many migrant women,
including undocumented mig~ant women, and the prospects of the children of migrants,

Recognizing the need for international co-operation on a bilateral, regional
and international level in matters pertaining to all aspects of labour migration in
order to safeguard the basic human rights of migrants,

Recalling the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,
the Convention on the E~~mination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural rights,

Taking into consideration the Migrant Workers Convention, 1975, and the
Recommendation concerning Migrant Workers, 1975, adopted by the General Conference
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of the International Labour Organisation, and the Convention against Discrimination
in Education, 1960, adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization,

Endorsing the recommendations contained in the World Population Plan of Action
and the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for
Women pertaining to migrant women and resolution 3 concerning migrant women adopted
by the United Nations World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace,

1. Calls upon all Member States concerned to ratify existing conventions
pertaining to the rights of migrant workers and their families and the elimination
of discrimination based on gender, race, nationality and ethnicity and to adopt
policies in pursuance of these Conventions)

2. Recommends that:

(a) Sending and host countries enter into bilateral agreements and establish
co-operation on ma~ters regarding migrant workers while taking into account the
special needs of migrant women)

(b) Host countries adopt policies and adequate measures to eliminate the
expressions of all forms of discrimination against migrant women, including
restrictions on family reunification)

(c) Host countries make special efforts aiming at assuring migrants, and in
particular migrant women, of equal rights and equal opportunities with the
population of the host country, the freedom of cultural expression and full
participation in host societies)

(d) Governments and non-Qovernmental organizations in host countries give
continuing attention to the situation of migrant women, particularly as regards
housing conditions, health status, access to social services and health care, and
educational needs)

(e) Governments and non-governmental organizations, in particular trade
unions, give particular attention to the employment conditions of migrant women and
that they adopt measures (i) to counteract occupational segregation and
exploitation and the underuse of professional and occupational skills of migrant
women, (ii) to ensure their protection under existing labour legislation and
(iii) to give migrant women full access to educational training and retraining
facilities, cdapted to their special needs when necessary)

(f) Governm~nts and non-governmental organizations devote special attention
to the integration of migrant women and girls into host societies through the
dissemination of information, the provision of adequate language instruction, the
provision of support for the organizational and political activities of migrant
women and by ensuring their access to mass media)

(g) Governments and non-governmental organizations devote particular
attention to single migrant women, migrant women who are single parents, physically
and sexually abused migrant women and provide adequate support and protection for
these women)
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(h) Both sending and host countries concern themselves with the situation of
migrants, particularly the children ef undeclared and working migrant women, both
in sending and in host countriesJ

(i) Host countries make special efforts to facilitate the access of migrant
girls to education and employment on equal terms with girls of the host country,
while maintaining their cultural heritage, with a view to counteracting
occupational segregation and high unemployment among young migrants,

(j) Governments of host and sending countries, bilateral, regional and
international forums of co-operation, with the participation of migrants'
organizations, take action to ensure that questions concerning migrant women
receive attentionJ

3. Also recommends that the Working Group within the United Nations charged
with the drafting of a convention on the protection of the rights of migrant
workers and their families should take into consideration the principles adopted
regarding migrant women.

Australia, Botswana, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Congo, Denmark,
Djibouti, Dominica, Fiji, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Haiti, Holy See, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Lesotho,
Mali, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda,
Saint Christopher and Nevis, Samoa, Spain, Sweden and Uganda:

draft resolution

Indigenous women

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.II, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recognizing that indigenous women and their families have unique fundamental
rights and interests flowing from their original use of resources and their
occupancy of land in many countries of the world,

Concerned that the report of the World Conference of the International Women's
Year, the Plan of Action adopted at Mexico City and the Programme of Action for the
Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace adopted at Copenhagen do not contain adequate measures which focus on the
special rights and interests of indigenous women and their families,

Preoccupied by the denials of these special rights and interests of indigenous
women and their families, which have been manifested in various parts of the world
by grievous problems, including:

(a) Involuntary or forceful relocation, dispossession, assimilation and
dispersal of indigenous persons, which has in turn led to serious economic and
social problems for these personsJ

(b) A lack of affirmative measures to preserve and enhance the unique
languages, cultures, values and social structures of indigenous personsJ
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(c) Violations of fundamental rights flowing from indigenous status, often
resulting in insufficient land and resources, poverty and deprivationJ

Firmly convinced that the denial of the rights of indigenous women and their
families is contrary to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the united
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the objectives of the
present Conference,

1. Reasserts that the rights of indigenous persons apply equally to women
and men;

2. Affirms the rights of indigenous women and their families to a just and
equitable share of land and resources;

3. Urges States to respect'and ensure the rights of indigenous women and
their families in all aspects of indigenous lifeJ

4. Further urges the United Nations and its bodies, such as the Commission
on Human Rights, the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, in particular its Working Group on Indigenous
Populations, to recognize and support the rights of indigenous women and their
familiesJ

5. Requests the Secretary-General, when reporting in pursuance of Economic
and Social Council resolution 1984/12 to the Commission on the Status of Women at
each session on all significant developments pertaining to the advancement of women
within the United Nations system that have occurred since the previous session to
include in that report a section on the measures and initiatives taken within the
United Nations system pertaining 1:0 indigenous women and their families.

Antigua and Barbuda, Argen~ina, Barbados, Botswana, Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Gabon, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia,
Jamaica, Lesotho, Liberia, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Nicaraqua, Niger,
pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Christopher and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Sri Lanka,
Suriname, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Republic of
Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia:

draft resolution

Technical assistance for women in rural and marginal urban areas

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.14, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieveme~t~~eUnited
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

ReCognizing that the economic and financial crisis affecting most of the
developing Member States has severely affected the socio-economic status of women,
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Considering the tremendous efforts undertaken by the United Nations
Development Programme to carry out programmes to improve the economic and social
infrastructure of the developing countries,

Considering the need for continued provision of financial and technical
support to Member States in order to supplement development activities for women at
the national, regional and international levels,

Bearing in mind that the Conference has as a principal objective support for
the regional and international mechanisms that complement national efforts and at
the same time seek the means to continue pursuing the objectives of the Decade,

1. Requests the United Nations Development Programme to assist Governments
in the design and implementation of projects geared toward the overall
participation of women ~nd the improvement of their socio-economic statusJ

2. Requests the Ur.ited Nations Development Programme to allocate at least
5 per cent of its regional budget in response to requests from member countries of
the region to supplement the national and regional efforts carried out to improve
the status of women in rural and marginal urban areas.

Greece, Italy and Spain: draft resolution

International illegal kidnapping of children

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.17)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the united Nations Charter which establishes the respect of
human rights and fundamental freedoms for everybody without sexual distinctions,

Aware of the Univers,'il Declaration of Human Rights which affirms the principle
of non-discrimination,

Bearing in mind the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights which, in the context of family protection, the natural and fundamental
heart of society, provides for special protection for mothers and anticipates
special measures for protection and mutual help in favour of all children and
adolescents, without discrimination for filiative motives or other reasons,

Considering that the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and their
Contribution to Development and Peace recognized that men and women have the same
rights and responsibilities in the family,

Bearing in mind that the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women gives men and women equal rights and responsibilities
in the framework of marriage and at the time of its dissolution, as well as equal
rights and equal responsibilities as parents, independent of their conjugal
condition, for questions which refer to children whose interests must be of
priority,
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Aware of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, adopted by the General
Assembly in resolution 1386 (XIV), according to which a child must be able to enjoy
particular protection, opportunities and facilities which allow him or her to grow
in a healthy and normal manner on a physical, intellectual, moral and social level
and which provides that he or she must live in the care of and under the
responsibility of his or her parents in an atmosphere of affection and material and
moral security and that, except for exceptional circumstances, he or she must not
be separated from his or her mother during the first year of life,

Bearing in mind the attention given by the Economic and Social Council,
through the Commission on the Status of Women, to the status of women in the
family, especially with reference to the education and instruction of children,

Bearing in mind that the Worlq Plan of Action and the plans of action adopted
at the regional level provide for a global improvement of the conditions of women
including an improvement of their status within the family. in particular as
regards children,

Aware of the prOg,ramme f,or the Decade, approved by the General Assembly, which
anticipates the implementation of appropriate measures to support the condition of
women in society and therefore also in the family,

Considering the results obtained at the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, concerning the protection of women's rights in Member States,

Evaluating positively the persevering action taken by the Secretary-General
for the promotion of women's rights at the international and national levels, in
particular concerning the objective of equality, which includes equal rights and
responsibilities in society and therefore in the family, and the position of minors,

Acknowledging that often in the case of marriages between persons of different
nationalities which end in divorce the minors given in court custody to one parent
are taken away from that parent and transferred abroad, either by means of abuse of
visiting rights awarded by the court or by ignoble means,

Noting that it is possible to do this because of the differences in the laws
existing on this subject, which enable the emanation and coexistence af two
opposing judicial acts which allow custody of minors to one parent in one country
and to the other parent in another country,

Bearing in mind that the illegal abduction of children affects above all
mothers who generally have insufficient economic means as compared with men to
enable them to defend their rights,

Bearing in mind that this situation harms the child's intellectual and
affective development and violates his or her right to a normal and affective life
in a secure atmosphere, that of his or her being an object of exchange between the
parents constitutes an act of violence and that this can lead the new generations
to viol:ence, forgetting the spirit of peace,

1. Urges all Member States to put an end to all forms of illegal abduction
and illegal transfer of minorsJ

2. Requests that in each State the visiting and custody rights already
decided by the court of another State should be respected and that the state in
which the children live provides their immediate repatriationJ
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(document A!CONF.ll6/C.2/L.18, as revised)
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~. Prescribes that this recognition could be effected through the
presentation of the authentic copy of the d~~ision or the act of volLntary
jurisdiction concerning the visiting rights or abduction rights of minors to the
courts of the State in which the children have been transferred after having been
abducted from the other parent,

The World Conference to Review c!nd Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, ,Development and Peace,

4. Foresees the immediate recognition of the efficacy of decisions and
measures adopted by foreign States 00 voluntary jurisdiction concerning laws on
custody as well as laws on visiting rights,

Reaffirmin~ the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, namely
equality, development and peace,

3. Draws the attention of the United Nations, in particular the Economic and
Social Council and the Commission on the Status of Women, as well as Member States,
to the opportunity for concluding, und~r the auspices of the United Nations, a
treaty which would establish, in this delicate and particular sector, uniform rules
of ~rivate law and international private law aiming at affirming the principle of
judicial priority where it would not be detrimental to the intere3~s of the minors,

Ba~gladesh, Botswana, China, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Gabon, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Lesotho, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania,
Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Thailand~ Tc~o, Trinidad and Tobago,

United States of America and Venezuela: draft resolution

6. Expresses the hope that, moreover, the courts of each State should carry
out immediately verifications, in particular in the case' of marriage~ between
persons of different nationalities, even by diplomatic means, in orde~ to check if
those measures already mentioned exist or not, before pro~1ouncing judgement on
visiting rights or abduction of minors.

Emphasizing the importance of the undertakings at the World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Unite~ Nations Decade for Women to review critically and
realistically and appraise the progress made towards the achievement of the goals
of the united Nations Decade for Women at the international, regional and national
levels,

Taking not~ of the past activities of States, national and i~ternational

organizations, inclUding non-governmental organizations, which were designed to
implement the objectives of the united Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Davelopment and Peace,

Conscious that further efforts are necessary to implement the objectives of
the Decade at all levels and that hence ther~ is an urgent need to establish
mechanisms for the evaluation and achievement of the objectives of the Decade,
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Realizing the crucial role of women and the complementary role of men in the
attainment of the above-mentioned goals,

1. Requests all States to establish and improve mechanisms, at the national
and local levels, to evaluate past performance in order to set explicit targets
which will facilitate the future achievement of the objectives of the United
Nations De~ade for Women, to encourage more research and promote better evaluation
methodology so that interested states can co-operate more effectively, and to
inclUde in their censuses indicative data which refer to the specific problems of
womenJ

2. Calls upon all States, national and international organizations to
undertake a study and to establish data banks in order to facilitate the regular
exchange of information on the achievement of the objectives of the Decade and to
make such data more readily available to the general public with a view to
encouraging grass-root ~articipation and the achievement of these objectives.

Botswana, ~hana, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo
and Zambia: draft resolution

World conference on women in the year 2000

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.19)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recognizing the value of the World Conference of the International Women's
Year held at Mexico City in 1975 and the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, held at Copenhagen in 1980 in
adopting the World Plan of Action and the Programme of Action for the aChievement
of the goals of equality, development and peace,

Aware of the value of the present Conference in adopting the Forward-looking
Strategies of Implementation for the Advancement of Women and Concrete Measures to
Overcome Obstacles to the Achievement of the Goals and Objectives of the United
Nations Decade for women for the Period 1986 to the Year 2000: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Conscious of the need to provide a forum for evaluating the effectiveness of
these Strategies for the achievement of the goals of equality, development and
peace,

Conscious also of the need to keep women's issues alive in the international
forums at the highest levels,

1. Recommends that a world conference be held in the year 2000 to assess and
evaluate the progress made in the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies
and in aChieving the goals of equality, development and peace since the end of the
United Nations Decade for Women and to adopt appropriate strategies for achieving
the greater involvement of women in national and international issuesJ

2. Invites the organizations of the United Nations system t~ take the
necessary steps to ensure that such a conference on women takes place. in the
year 2000, and that regional groups meet every five years between 1985 and the
year 2000 .to evaluate the progress made.
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Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, Brazil,
~anada, Cape Verde, France, Gabon, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Italy, ~enya, Lesotho, Liberia, Mexico,
New Zealand, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Sierra
Leone, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom
of Great Britain &i1d Northern Ireland, United States of America

and Yemen: draft resolution

Domestic violence against women

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.20, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Expressing primary concern for abused women and children and the destructive
consequences of such abuse on the family,

Recognizing that domestic violence is widespread,. cutting across all racial,
social and economic lines,

Recognizing further that the causes of and solutions to domestic violence are
more complicated than in the case of crimes committed by unknown attackers,

Convinced that violence is often learned behaviour which can affect future
generations and that steps need to be taken to prevent domestic violence through
education and a change of attitude,
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Recognizing the important role that women and women's organizations have
played in assisting battered women and in making the community aware of the gravity
and extent of domest ic violence, I,'

Convinced that violence is as much a crime when committed by a close family ;
member as by a stranger and that the protection of the law should not stop at the
family's front door,

Convinced further of the need for a more vigorous involvement of the justice
system, increased public awareness and improved services for victims, ~

Bearing in mind that every battered woman needs support, safety and assistance
and the knowledge that she is not alone,

COndemning the unfortunate attitude throughout the world that treats women as
chattels and property to be abused and controlled, and that disregards laws that
protect women, ,

1. Urges the appropriate governmental agencies to pay special attention to
violence against women and to treat such behaviour as criminal, and to provide
services to assist battered women and their childrenJ

2. Calls upon States to develop laws and procedures, where they do not
already exist, and to strengthen enforcement processes, including those of the
police and courts, for the proper protection and support of women and to hold
violent men legally accountable for their violenceJ
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3. Calls upon the Commission on the Status of Women to consider appointing a
special rapporteur to collect information. taking account of all relevant United
Nations studies on the nature of domestic violence, with a view to making
recommendations to the Commission concerning prevention and solutions, including
community education suitable to varying cultural circumstances.

Algeria, Central African Republic, COngo, Cuba, Democratic
Yemen, Bthiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Irag, Kenya, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Nicaragua, Romania, Syrian Arab Republic,
United Republic of Tanzania. Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia:

draft resolution

Strengthening the role of the Commission on the Status of Women

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.21)

The World Conference to Review and APpraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Eguality, Development and Peace,

Recalling the mandate given to the Commission on the Status of Women by the
Economic and Social Council in resolution 11 (11) of 21 June 1946,

Reaffirming the crucial role of the Commission on the Status of Women within
the United Nations in examining issues related to the development of women's rights
in the political, economic and social spheres.

Recognizing the Commission's useful contribution to the promotion of the
objectives of the United Nations Decade for WomeJ'\~ Equality, Development and
Peace, and to the assessmenmt of the progress ;Gade clnd of the obstacles encountered,

Considering that it is imperative to st.·en~then the future work of the
Commission so that it can fulfil its important role in launching the strategies of
implementation oriented towards the future for the advancement of women and the
concrete measures to overcome obstacles to the achievement of the goals and
objectives of the united Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and PeClce
in the intervening period between 1986 and the year 2000,

Bearing in mind resolution 40 adopted by the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, General Assembly
resolutions 2263 (XXII) and 35/56 and Economic and Social Council resolution
1980/38, as well as other relevant resolutions.

1. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to pay special attention
to the implementation of the strategies of implementation oriented towards the
future during the period between 1986 and the year 2000, and other recommendatipl'ls.
of the Conference, as well as to the preparation of proposals and recommendations;,
to the Economic and Social Council based on all the relevant information, and ­
requests the Commission to undertake. with this end in view•. the co-ordination of
the results obtained,

2. Also requests the Commission to contribute .in its work to the
establishment of the New International Economic Order and to the implementation of
the goals and policy measures of the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade,
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3. RegU!!£! the Economic and Social Council, with a view to strengthening
and enabling the Commission to fulfil the mandate conferred upon it by the present
resolution, to increase the number of members of the Commission to 43, and to
schedule annual sessions of the Commission.

Australia, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, canada, Central African Republic,
Chad, China, Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, France, German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Guinea,
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaicar Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia,
Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Senegal, Spain, Sudan,
Swaziland, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,

United States of America and Uruguay: draft resolution

United Nations Development Fund for Women

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.22) .

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 39/125 which provided for the
continuation ~f the Voluntary Fund of the United Nations Decade for Women,

Recognizing the Fund's dual priorities, to serve as catalyst with the goal of
ensuring the appropriate involvement of women in mainstream development activities
as often as possible at pre-investment stages and to support activities directly
benefiting women in line with national and regional priorities,

Considering the innovative and experimental activities of the Fund directed
towards strengthening both governmental and non-governmental institutional
cap~cities,

Expressing appreciation for the significant contributions to the Fund made by
a majority of the member countries, non-governmental organizations, groups of women
and indiViduals,

Taking into consideration the strong support for the Fund's continued
co-operation with Governments and national non-governmental organizations and the
need for its continuation and strengthening, as expressed at the regional
preparatory meetings for the World Conference,

1. Welcomes the establishment of the United Nations Development Fund for
Women as a separate and identifiable entity in autonomous association with the
United Nations Development Programme in accordance with General Assembly resolution
39/l25J

2. Urges women throughout the world to consider the Fund as a major
development co-operation resource and accordingly to lend their skills to
augmenting its capacities to provide financial and technical assistance, as
appropriate, to rural women and women trapped in urban Poverty, together with their
familiesJ
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3. Appeals to individuals, groups, intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations to assign high priority to the Fund in their contributions and
resource-mobilization effortsJ

4. Requests Governments to continue and, where possible, to increase their
contributions to the Fund in view of its expanded mandate to meet the pressing
needs of rural and poor urban women as documented by the review and appraisal of
the achievements of the united Nations Decade for Women and in support of the
continued involvement of women in all aspects of development activities to the
year 2000.

United S~ates of America: draft resolution

International human rights

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.23)

The World Conference to Review and AEP:aise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, DevGlopment and Peace,

Recalling the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations that call upon
Membe~ states to promote human rights and fundamental freedom~ without distinction
as to sex,

Recalling also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the various
international instruments that affirm the human rights of women in all Member
States,

Reaffirming that discrimination against women is incompatible with human
dignity and that women and men should participate on the basis of equality,
irrespective of race or creed, in the social, economic and political processes of
their countries,

Aware of the important role played by the Commission on the Status of Women
and by the United Nations specialized agencies in preparing various international
instruments that oblige Member States to uphold the rights of women enumerated
therein,

Mindful that violations, including gross violations, of internationally
recognized standards of women's rights exist,

Considering that enforcement of women's rights is the necessary responsibility
of "lember States,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 76 (V) of 5 August 1947 and
3041 (XI) of 14 and 17 July 1950 which continue to form the basis for the mandate
of the Commission on the Status of Women to receive at each of its regular sessions
a list of confidential and non-confidential communications relating to the status
of women,

Recalling ~lso Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/27 of 26 May 1983,
setting forth pr~edures whereby the Cormnission considers and deals with
communications of individual women and of groups of women whose human rights have
been violated,
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1. Welcomes the initiative of the Council to reaffirm these important
functions of the Commission on the Status of WomenJ

2. Condemns violations of the human rights of women wherever they occurJ

3. Urges Member States to observe their obligations towards women citizens
by upholding the provisions of the various relevant international instruments,
including the Charter of the United NationsJ

4. Calls upon the United Nations, as well as international non-governmental
organizations, to continue to publicize the various international instruments
regarding the rights of women in order to disseminate widely the provisions and
obligations of Governments contained therein,

5. Encourages the Commission on the Status of Women to consider the
possibility of appointing special rapporteurs to investigate violations of women's
rights where they may occur and to report to the Commission on their findings.

Australia, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Indonesia, Italy, Morocco, Nigeria, Panama, Spain, Sri Lanka,

Venezuela and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

International Research and Traininq Institute for
the Advancement of Women

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.24, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 26 adopted by the World Conference of the International
Women's Year, recommending the creation of the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women,

Further recalling resolution 38 adopted by the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, which noted with
satisfaction the establishment of the Institute in pursuance of the above-mentio~ed

resolution,

Noting with satisfaction the endorsement by the General Assembly in resolution
39/122 of 12 April 1985 of the statute of the Institute to serve as a vehicle at
the international level for the purpose of undertaking research and establishing
training programmes to contribute to the integration and mobilization of ~omen in
development,

Taking note of the Institute'S mode of operation, through the use of
networking in carrying out its functions at the international, regional and
national levels,

Aware of the significant achievements made in the programme of work of the
Institute, particularly in the field of indicators and statistics relevant to
women, the role and status of women in international economic relations and
sectoral activities such as water and sanitation, industry and energy,
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Recognizing the importance of research. training and information activities
for the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies,

1. Recommends that:

(a) The Institute strengthen its activities in research and training for the
formulation of policy analysis, planning and programming relevant to an increased
participation of women in developmentJ in this respect, the limited funds of the
Institute should be principally devoted to the programme and activities, with the
administrative and travel costs being kept to a minimumJ

(b) Particular emphasis be given in its programme of activities to innovative
methodological approaches related to women and development, training, information,
documentation and communication programmes, including the establishment of data
banksJ

(c) The Institute intensify its activities in statistics, indicators and data
relevant to women, particularly at the national and regional levelsJ

2. Invites institutions and organizations within and outside the United
Nations system to continue their collaboration with the Institute through the
strengthening of the network of co-operative arrangements related to programmes
concerning women and developmentJ

3. Urges States, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
contribute to the United Nations Trust Fund for the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women in view of the long-term projection
for the work of the Institute.

Belgium, Egypt* and France: draft resolution

Food security

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.25)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achivements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Concerned at the famine prevailing in certain regions of the world,
particularly in Africa,

Considering that the persistent drought and growing desertification, combined
with the pernicious effects of the world economic crisis, have seriously unsettled
development efforts and aggravated the state of famine and malnutrition in Africa,

Recal1in~ the declaration on famine in Africa adopted by the Conference of
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity at Nairobi in
1981 and the FAO declaration on famine in Africa,

j'

* On behalf of the States members of the Group of 77.
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Considering the need to take emergency action to save African peoples
threatened by famine,

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action, which recommended setting up a food relief
support agency,

Welcoming the decision of the Heads of state and Government at the twentieth
Summit Meeting of OAU (resolution AHG/Res.l33(XX» to set up a special emergency
assistance fund in situations of drought and famine in Africa,

Aware, moreover, of the need to implement agricultural policies that give
priority to food crops, market gardening and the utilization of fishery resources
in order to achieve self-sufficiency in food,

Considering the important role of women in the food system,

1. Calls for the elimination of hunger in the world, particularly in Africa;
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2. Recommends, for that purpose, the implementation of a concerted and
integrated policy of solidarity in the struggle against hunger, particularly
between African countries;

3. Invites the international community, the agencies and operational
programmes of the United Nations system and the NGOs to contribute to the special
emergency assistance fund in situations of drought and famine in AfricaJ

4. Recommends the intensification of research on women's role in. food
production,

5. Affirms the need to inform, sensitize and train agricultural management
staff and technicians with regard to the importance of women's role in food
production,

6. Recommends that particular attention be devoted to the training of women
in agricultural, forestry, livestock and conservation techniques and that they be
provided with all the factor.s of production (inter alia, land, fertilizers,
agricultural credit) that are indispensable for their effective participation in
the implementation of food policy as well as with equipment to lighten the burden
of housework;

7. Recommends that measures be taken to make use of the techniques, methods
and forms of traditional organization that have stood the test of time;

8. Calls on national women's organizations to participate in the formulation
and implementation of agricultural policies and pt'ogrammes aimed at creating food
self-sufficiency in the African countries, and in the distribution of food aid,

9. Recommends the reorientation of food aid towards the implementation of
agricultural programmes aimed at food self-sufficiency.
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China, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Indonesia, Mali,.
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Sri Lanka and

the United States of America: draft resolution

Programme for women up to the year 2000

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.26)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling the Economic and Social Council resolution on the programme for
women,

Considering the efforts made during the Decade for the improvement of the
status of women and taking into account the hopes and expectations aroused by those
efforts,

Emphasizing the' need to ensure the participation of women in preparing and
carrying out development plans and policies at all levels,

1. Recommends Governments and all governmental and non-governmental
institutions to do everything in their power for the execution of the
Forward-looking Strategies of implementation for the advancement of women for the
period up to the year 2000, and concrete measures to overcome obstacles to the
achievement of the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace;

2. Appeals to the United Nations and to the various institutions concerned
to carry out periodical evaluation of the activities and programmes for women at
national, regional and sUbregional levels;

3. Appeals to decision-makers and donors to ensure that the needs of women
are taken into account in all development programmes and projects;

4. Appeals urgently to sources of fi~~nce to free more of the essential
financial resources for the execution of programmes in the framework of carrying
out the Forward-looking Strategies of implementation for the advancement of women
for the period up to the year 2000, and concrete measures to overcome obstacles to
the achievement of the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace.

• On behalf of the States members of the African Group.
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Drought and desertification in Africa

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.27, as revised)

-262-

On behalf of the States members of the Group of 77.*

Recalling the ministerial conference for a concerted policy for combating
desertification in the countries of the Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought
Control in the Sahel (CILSS), the Economic Community of West African States the
Maghreb, Egypt and the Sudan held at Dakar on 17 and 18 July 1984,

Recalling the decision of the Organization of African Unity to organize an
extraordinary conference on drought and desertification in Africa,

Aware of the wide range of its effects on the economies of the countries
affected by desertification,

Recalling resolution 499/XIX of the united Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA) dated 26 May 1984 concerning the adoption of a regional plan of action
for combating the effects of the drought in Africa,

Having noted that the phenomenon of drought, which has led to desertification,
has affected more than two thirds of the African countries and even other regions
of the world,

Recalling that FAO has declared 1985 as an international forests year,

Considering that it has had grave consequences such as the loss of human life
and large-scale population movements, decimation of livestock, which continue to
threaten the physical and economic existence of millions of persons,

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the Unitec
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, Egypt,. France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Holy See, Italy, Luxembourg and united States of

America: draft resolution

Bearing in mind the forward-looking strategies of the African re9ional
conference held at Arusha in October 1984, ~hich stressed the repercussions of
drought and desertification on the status of women,

1. Recognizes the joint efforts of the African States to implement a
coherent policy on water resources, the improvement of production systems,
restoration of the ecological balance and the adoption of appropriate institutional
and regulatory measuresJ

2. Nevertheless invites these States to develop a combat strategy based on
an unfavourable climatic hypothesis and on effective participation of the peoplesJ

3. Recommends national women's organizations to sensitize the people on the
need to combat desertification vigorously by campaigns for reafforestation,
combating bush fires, and by the use of improved stoves or any other new and
renewable sources of energy in order to economize on firewoodJ
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4. Recommends states and international orga~izations to take action to
increase the recruitment, training, education and <dvancement of women in all
fields of reafforestation, from decision-making to the implementr~ion of programmesJ

5. Appeals to the international community, to the operational programmes and
agencies of the United Nations system, in particular the United Nations
Sudano-Sahelian Office, the United Nations Development Programm~, the United
Nations Environment Programme and the World Meteorological Organization and to the
non-governmental organizations to increase their financial and technical support
for projects and programmes undertaken by CILSS, the Intergovernmental Agency for
Drought and Desertification o~ any other African agency in the context of this
struggle.

Denmark, Germany, Federal rlepublic of, Indonesia, Mali,* Nepal,
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Spain, Sri Lanka, t'nited States of

America and Vanuatu: draft resolution

Improved conditions and opportunities for women

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.29, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Having reviewed the situation of women in the sphere of work during the last
decade,

Aware of the economic, social and cultural differences existing among the
various regions and countries of the world,

Having noted the progress achieved and the obstacles still confronting women
workers in employment and vocational training in many countries,

Noting the need to expand and improve upon women!s participation in employment
and training to enable them to contribute effectively towards the economic
development of their countries and also to improve their status in society,

Considering that the establishment of a new international economic order in
accordance with United Nations resolutions will contribute towards ensuring better
conditions of work and life for women especially in developing countries,

1. Reaffirms the significance of the principles contained in international
resolutions, declarations, conventions and recommendations adopted by the United
Nations and by the specialized agencies, in particular by the International Labour
Organisation, relating to the elimination of discrimination against women and to
the promotion of the equality of opportunities and treatment of women and men in
employment and training~

2. Calls upon Member States which have not as yet ratified these conventions
to do so and to implement them by institutionalizing measures to ensure equal
opportunity and treatment for men and women in employment and trainingJ

* On behalf of the States members of the African Group.
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3. Urges Governments to take all the necessary measures to encourage an
equitable balance in the distribution of men and women in the various sectors of
the economy I

4. Calls upon Governments, non-governmental organizations and women's
organizations to take measures to guarantee employment opportunities for women on
an equal basis with menJ

5. Appeals to all concerned social groups to intensify policies with a view
to ensuring that men and women receive the same form of vocational orientation and
guidance and access to all forms and levels of vocational training for all
occupations and professions in accordance with national conditionsl

6. Recommends States to provide investment and improve upon the social
infrastructure, work environment and conditions in the formal and informal sectors
where women workers are prevalentJ

7. Urges States and groups within States to provide more creches, day-care
centres and other support to assist women in reconciling their work and child-care
responsibilitiesJ

8. Calls upon Governments, the International Labour Organisation and other
specialized and deveiopment agencies and organizations to make concrete efforts to
collect more reliable data and to provide practical assistance, such as training,
credit, extension services and improved technologies, to the more disadvantaged
groups of women, including the rural, the urban poor, migrant and young women,
refugee women and female heads of households in the sphere of workJ

9. Proposes to Governments and specialized agencies, such a~ the
International Labour Organisation, that they take action on an urgent basis in a
number of forms, such as conducting-extensive research on the legal, economic and
social conditions of home-based workers who are among the most exploited of women
workers and devising legal and administrative mechanisms to protect the condition
of such workersJ

10. Encourages women to broaden their occupational horizon, to have more
confidence in, and a positive perception of, their abilities and to play a more
active tOle at all levels, including management, a,,:~ in the trade unionsJ

11. Calls for measures to promote the employment of women that should form an
inte<:.cal part of national policie-s and national development to achieve full,
productive and freely-chosen employment, which shQuld be regarded as the means of
ensuring in practice the realization of the right to work for men and women on an
equal footing.
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Belgium, Botswana, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central Af~ican Republic,
France, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Holy See, Italy,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Rwanda, Samoa, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, Swaziland, Toga, Uganda,
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Vanuatu,

Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Integration of women in development projects

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.30, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and peace,

Recognizing that development is a global process which also needs an ethic
dimension that responds to the needs and rights of the human person and, therefore,
to be just and effective, must involve both men and women without whose active
participation its objectives cannot be reached,

Considering that the achievement of all the potentialities of an equitable
process of development involves the integrated and efficient use of all the
available human resources at the individual and collective levels,
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Considering that the realization of SUC1' development is shared by the features
of the local product:1.ve infrastructure and by the qualitative characteristics of
the work-force available at the local level,

Considering that every development effort must aim at satisfying the needs
which are concretely identified according to the social, economic and cultural
context which is in the process of change,

Considering that knowledge of the basic social structure in its mUltiple
social, political, economic, cultural and religious dimensions is a prerequisite
for the planning and development of every development initiative, .

Aware that it is necessary to ensure that women participate in elaboration,
implementation and management of development projects in all phases, with
particular attention given to the identification of the specific and changing needs
of the community,

1. Recommends that Governments promote the training of women in order to
ensure that they become agents of development and change within their economic,
social and cultural context so as to accomplish the following functions:

Ca) Identification and definition of ncedsJ

Cb) Identification and definition of the required human, structural and
financial resourcesJ

Cc) As the focal point for the implementation of such development projects by
acting as the link between the needs identified and expressed on the one hand, and
the pUblic and private institutions concerned with the implementation of
development projects on the otherJ
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(d) Promotion of the monitoring and evaluation of the development projects by
national women's organizations or by appropriate governmental or non-goverrooental
bodiesJ

2. Recommends that Goverments take the appropriate measures to provide women
with access to credit in order to ensure that they effectively carry out their role
as agents of developmentJ

3. Invites Governments, the specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations to undertake initiatives in the area of international co-operation
that would favour the training and action of women as agents of development in
order to recognize women as essential subjects of self-reliant development.

Alger.ia, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Chad, Congo, Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea-Bissau, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, ~uwait, Mali,
Mauritania, Nepal, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Suriname, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, united
Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia and

Zimbabwe: draft resolution

International Centre for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.31, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality. Development and Peace,

Considering the important role of public sector enterprises in developing
countries in promoting their social and economic development and in fostering
economic ah~ technical co-operation among developing countries,

Considering also the role and position of women as a f.actor of development and
the responsibilities of public enterprises in this regard,

Bearina in mind the programme of work of the International Centre for Public
Enterpri~\es in Developing Countries as a joint institution of deve~oping COuntries,
in impro,dng the management and performance of public enterprises in these
countries and also in respect of the enhancement of the statud of women in
development and in view of the study on the role of women in developing countries,
recently prepared by the Centre,

Emphasizini the importance of action-oriented research, training and
consultancy with a view of integrating women as a factor of development,

1. ~tresses the importance of strengthening co-operation among developing
countries a,lso through the Cel'l';;re as an institutional form of technical and
economic cOl-operation among c.eveloping countries, particularly in promoting the
role of women as a factor of development in ~~l fields and at all levels of
co-operation, e6pecially th~ough the operation of public enterprises in all
deve~oping countriesJ

2. Requests the organizations and agencies of the united Nations system to
continue to co-operate in the activities o~ the Centre, in particular in the
implementation of its programme on women as al factor of development and the
r.esponsibilities of public enterprises in this regard beyond the DecadeJ
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3. Appeals to d~veloped countries further to support and strengthen
co-operation with the Centre in this direction.

Australia, Austria, .Banqladesh, Belgium, Belize, Botswana, Cameroon,
Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, Congo, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Dominica, Fiji, France, Gabo~: Gambia, Germany, Federal R~public of,
Ghana, Greece, Guinea-Bissau, Holy See, India, Italy, Kenya, Kuwait,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiri.ya, Malc.'\Wi, Mali, Mauritania,
Morocco, Nepal, New Zealand, Niger, Oman I Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Poland, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Sweden, Togo,
Tunisia, United States of America, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam and

Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Improvement of the condition of women of all ages with disabilities
and of women who have a person with a disability in their family

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.32, as revised)

The w~rld Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 13 adopted by the World Conference of the International
Women's Year, concerning elderly women and disabled women,

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Development adopted by the
General Assembly in resolution 2542 (XXIV),

Recallinq General Assembly resolution 34/154 of 17 December 1979, on the
International Year of the Disabled, which has as its theme Full Participation and
Equality,

Recalling resolution 2 adopted by the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, which is aimed at improving the
condition of disabled women of all ages,

Recalling all relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly related to
the World Programme of Action concerning disabled persons for the decade 1983-1992,

Recallinq Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/19 of 26 March 1983, on
the realization of the World Programme of Action,

Recallinq General Assembly resolution 39/26 of 21 December 1984, on the
realization of the World Programme,

Having understood the targets of the World Programme of Action concerning
disabled persons, related, on the one hand, to concrete measures of prevention of
disabilities and, on the other, to activities leading to rehabilitati;Jn which aims
at the effective realization of the principle of participation and ~quality,

Recalling that, in the field of prevention, it is above all the State, the
United Nations, the specializ~d agencies and the non-governmental organizations
that must undertake continued and precise action for the dissemination of
information on the prevention of disability, notably among women, and above all in
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those States in which the education and instruction of children depend up to now
almost exclusively on women,

Observing that prevention includes particular care regarding hygiene.
nutrition, health, risk factors, care of the mother during pregnancy and childbirth,

Recognizing that if disabled women and men have the same right to enjoy a
decent life, to bp. integrated in conditions of equality in each sector of social
life, disabled women encounter more difficulties in integrating and improving their
intellectual and physical capacity,

Considering that in those families in which there are disabled persons, the
burden of their care and recovery lies up to now predominantly or entirely on women,

1. Invites all men and women of the world to make an effort by all possible
means and in the framework of av~ilable resources, to ensure that the information
campaigns on disability prevention promoted by States, the United Nations, the
specialized agencies, in particular the International Labour Organisation, the
Unit~d Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatio~ and the ~;orld

Health Organization, and the non-governmental organizations are successfulJ

2. Requests all States to implement the World Programme of Action concerning
disabled persons for the decade 19~3-l992J

3. Invites all States to take adequate action, in the framework of this
Programme. in r~vour of disabled women, notably as concerns health assistance, as
well as access to work or instructionJ

4. Requests all States to ensure dis~bled persons equal opportunities in
each sector of social life, as a means of providing disabled women easier access to
education, training, employment, culture, health, religion, sports and informationJ

5. Requests all States to remove all barriers to architecture, transport,
communication and legislation i~ order to ensure to such persons full participation
ann equal opportunitiesJ

6. Further invites all States to adopt particular measures in their national
planning for the provision of services and structures for disabled persons, which
aim to protect those women who have a disabled person in their f~milj, since such a
burden weighs notably more heavily on womenJ such measures would enable them to
lead as normal a life as possibleJ

7. Requests, to this end, all States to establish a series of legislative
measures which include th~~e which would permit both par~nts to work in the family
place of residence in order to enable them to care for their disablp.d reiative in
the most adequate and least burdensome mannerJ

8. Decides that, in implementing the Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women for the Period 1986 to the Year 2000, the needs of women of
all ages with disabilities should be taken fully into consideration at the
national, regional and international levels.
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Argentina, Belize, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chile, China,
Congo, Cyprus, France, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti,
Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, I~sotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Maldives,
Mau=itania, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Saint Christopher and Nevis,
~amoa, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
~ Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America,

Vanuatu, Venezuela, Zambia and ZiruQ3Dwe: draft resolution
r
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Strengthening women's machineries at the national, regional
and international levels to ensure the implementation of the

~orward-lookingStrategies up to the year 2000

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.33, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Developme~,t and Peace,

Having in mind the objectives of the United Nations Decaje for Women:
Equality. Development and Peace and the subtheme: Education, Health and Employment,

Recalling the Plan of Action adcpted at Mexico City in 1975 and the Programme
of Action enunciated at the mid-Decade Conference at Copenhagen,

Taking into consideration the Forward-looking Strategies up to the year 2000
of this World Conference marking the end of the united Nations Decade for Wornen,

Realizing the need for effective implementation of such strategies,

1. Urges Governments to strengthen their national or internal machineries to
enable them to effectively carry out the Forward-looking Strategies appropriate to
their national neeasJ

2. Urges further all Governments to work for the establishment of
institutional linkages and networks in their regions and subregions for the purpose
of adopting regional and sUbregional approaches for the implementation of the
Forward-looking StrategiesJ

3. Calls on Member States and the United Nations system to render existing
regional and subregional co-ordinating machineries more operative in order to
ensure the more effective performance of the necessary task of co-ordination
entrusted to themJ

4. Calls on Member States and the United Nations to strengthen the
Commission on the Status of Women by giving it more importance and greater access
to resources and to consider the possibility of convening annual sessions of the
CommissionJ

5. Urges the machineries on the national, regional and international levels
to under~ake periodic reviews, appraisals and evaluations of the progress made in
the implementation of the Forward-looking StrategiesJ

6. Calls on the Commission on the Status of Women to develop priorities for
women's concerns and to recommend these priorities to all bodies and agencies of
the United Nations and to monitor the progress of work thereonJ
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7. Urges the Secretary-General to take measures to integrate women in all
United Nations projects and to promote such integration in the united Nations

Isystem.

Antigua and Barbudai Argentina, Austria, Barbados, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Jamaica, Kenya, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Rwanda, Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Suriname, Toga,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United States of America, Uruquay,

Venezuela and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Establishment and support of national and regional bodies
for the deve:opment of women

(document A/CONF.ll6/C.2/L.34, as revised, amalgamating
documents A/CONF.116/C.2/L.13 and L.15)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for W~men: Equality, Development and Peace,

Taking into account resolution 39 adopted by the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, held in
Copenhagen in 1980, entitled "Establishment and strengthening of machinery for the
integration of women in development",

Considering the report of the Secretary-General on the review and evaluation
of progress achieved in the Decade, and recognizing that most countries have
expressed the desire to increase and intensify programmes for the development of
strategies for the period up to the year 2000 that will ensure the integration of
women in the development process, and that it is necessary for that purpose to
support the efforts of national and regional organizations and bodies,

Recognizing the need to ensure full co-ordination of the activities carried
out by these organizations and bodies with the support of the Unlted Nations and
other regional intergovernmental organizations,

Recommends that:

Ca) All Member States be urged to establish national organizations and bodies
responsible for women's programmes where they do not yet exist, or to support those
which already exist, in order to accelerate the integration of women into
development processes by giving them the necessary financial, technica~ and human
resources for the attainment of their objectives~

Cb) Activities for support and co-ordination among intergovernmental agencies
be promoted in order to avoid the overlapping of programmes and the inappropriate
utilization of financial resources;

Cc) Member States be urged to continue to co-operate with the regional and
international agencies that carry out women's programmes;
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(d) The specialized agencies and other bodies of the united Nations be urged
to continue to appropriate the necessary financial resources in order to increase
and intensify programmes specifically designed for womenJ

(e) The Secretary-General be requested to inform the General Assembly on the
measures taken to implement the present resolution.

Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Cyprus, Ecuador, Gabon, Ghana,
Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Italy, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mali,
Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Philippines,
Rwanda, Spain, Swaziland, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of

America and Venezuela: draft resolution

Women in the United Nations
!

(document A/CONF.l16/C.2/L.35, as revised, amalgamating
documents A!CONF.116/C.2/L.4 and L.IO)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Reaffirming resolution 24 adopted by the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Concerned that the 1982 tar-gets for Professional posts held by women approved
by the General Assembly in resolution 33/143 have not been met by 1985,

Convinced that the realization of the goals of the Decade: Equality,
Development and Peace requires the full participation of women in both the
formulation of policy and the implementation of programmes and projects at all
levels of activity of the United Nations system, including decision-making levels,

Recognizing the exemplary role provided by the United Nations to other
intergovernmental organizations, as well as to the specialized agencies and Member
States,

Acknowledging that women are making a significant contribution to the
economic, social and political development of individual States and that this
contribution could be further enhanced by their complete integration into national
and international decision-making,

Convinced that progress in these matters can only be achieved through
political commitment at the highest levels, demonstrated through po::>it1~!'e

implementation measures and accountable management practices,

Welcoming the recent establishment of the Office of the Co-ordinator for the
Status of Women,

1. Calls upon the Secretary-General and the heads of the specialized
agencies and other United Nations bodies to establish new five-year targets at each
level for the percentage of women in the Professional and higher categories: by
1990, 30 per cent of all Professional and higher posts should be held by womenJ
additional targets should be set every five yearsJ
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2. Requests the Secretary-General and the heads of the specialized ~gencies

and other United Nations bodies to put in place the necessary mechanisms to achieve
these targets by taking the following steps:

(a) Enforcing the policy statement of the organization to more explicitly
demonstrate commitment, by requiring accountability in line with management
practices of the OrganizationJ

(b) Designating a co-ordinator at the highest level and within existing
resources in each united Nations organization, at headquarters and at the regional
offices, mandated to plan and implement positive actions to improve the
participation of women at all levels of the OrganizationJ

(c) Allocating adequate resources to the Co-ordinator to enable her,
inter alia, to develop a roster of qualified women, identify posts likely to fall
vacant, review position descriptions and recommend appropriate modifications to
ensure that their impact does not discriminate against women, undertake special
recruitment missions, and monitor and report on organi~ational progress,

3. Calls upon Member States to assist the united Nations organizations in
meeting targets by increasing their efforts to provide qualified female candidates
for each vacant postJ

4. Requests the Secretary-General, the heads of the specialized agencies and
other United Nations bodies to create the conditions necessary for equitable career
development for women in all categories at headquarters and in the field by the
adoption of specific positive measures which ~nsure that percentages of eligible
women are not lower than those of eligible men at the same grade, in promotions,
training and representational functionsJ

5. Further requests the Secretary-General, the heads of the specialized
a~encies and other United Nations bodies to demonstrate commitment to the
advancement of women by taking special measures to counteract possible gender
biases of both women and men against roles, skills and capabilities of women
including (a) the appointment of more women·to decision-making postSJ (b) the
establishme~t of training programmes to facilitate changes in attitude and to
support management developmentJ and (c) the provision of new opportunities for the
career development of all categories of female staffJ

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General consider the possibility of
convening a high-level seminar before the forty-first session of the General
ASSembly, in which all directors of personnel in the United Nations system as well
as representatives of Governments would participate in order to elaborate an
operational plan of action to be implemented to redress the current situationJ

7. Requests the Secretary-General and the heads of specialized agencies and
other United Nations bodies to report annually to the General Assembly or to the
governing bodies of the specialized agencies on the situation and the progress made
in the implementation of the above measures and to take· special remedial action
within the Secretariat, the specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies.
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\ustria, Belgium, canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Liberia,
Malawi, Norway and Sweden: draft resolution

Strengthening of the co-ordination and implementation of
the activities for the advancement of women within the

United Nations system

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.36, amalgamating documents
A/CONF.116/C.2/L.l, L.12 and L.16)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the important role of the United Nations in ~romoting global
awareness and efforts to achieve' the goals and objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Expressing its d~ep concern that the goals and objectives set out for the
United Nations Decade for Women are far from being achieved,

Noting in this regard the conclusions contained in the report of the
SecretarY-General on the review of selected major issues in the medium-term plans
of the organizations of the United Nations system: women and development
(A/CONF.116/15) ,

Recognizing the need to fully integrate the needs and concerns of women in the
regular programmes, policies and activities of the United Nations Secretariat and
the organizations of the United Nations system,

ReCognizing further the need for greater coherence and efficiency in the
policies and programmes relating to women in the United Nations and its
constitutent bodies,

Stressing accordingly the importance of taking measures aiming at increased
interaction, co-operation and co-ordination among the specialized agencies and
other bodies and organizations of the United Nations system in order to develop a
comprehensive and system-wide integrated approach to the issues that are crucial
for the advancement of women,

1. Urges the specialized agencies and the other organs, bodies and
organizations of the united Nations system to take fUlly into account issues and
concerns of women in the planning, programming and evaluation of their activities,

2. Recommends the intensification of inter-agency co-operation and
co-ordination among united Nations bodies and organizations in order to develop a
comprehensive and integrated approach to issues related to women, thereby
increasing the long-term effectiveness of the United Nations in promoting the
advancement of women;

3. Reaffirms the central policy and adv],sory role of the Commission on the
Status of Women in considering matters related to women and, in this context,
reaffirms that the Branch for the Advancement cc Won,an, as the substantive
secretariat of the Commission on the Status of Women, should receive the support
needed to fulfil satisfactorily its responsibilities,
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4. Expresses the need to encouzage the Economic and Social Cou~cil to play a
more forceful and dynamic role in relation to the co-ordination of united Nations
activities for the advancement of womenJ

5. Recommends the Secretary-General to take the necessary steps to
strengthen the Branch for the Advancement of Women within the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs and the co-ordination of activities for the
integration of women's concerns and the implementation of the Forward-looking
Strategies within the United Nations, as well as in the United Nations system, and
to ensure that the integration of women's concerns are given priority and are
reinforced at the highest levels of the United Nations SecretariatJ

6. Recommends further that the Secretary-General in his capacity as Chairman
of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and through the programming,
planning and budgeting function takes the initiative in particular to formulate a
system-wide medium-term plan for women and development which would include,
inter alia, comprehensive policies, specific plans of action and specific
programmes addressed both at integrating women's concerns into the mainstream of
United Nations activities and at the specific needs of WOmenJ

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report annually to the General Assembly
on the results of efforts made to advance the integration of women's concerns in
the planning, programming and evaluation of the activities of the specialized
agencies and other United Nations bo~ies and to ensure that the report is submitted
for consideration to the regular sesgions of the Commission on the Status of Women.

Botswana, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon,
Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Indonesia, Kenya, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Mongolia, Morocco, Samoa, Sri Lanka, SW8ziland,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Viet Nam, Zambia

and Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Improvement of the situation of women in rural areas

(document A/CONF.116/C.2/L.37, amalgamating
documents A/CONF.116/C.2/L.2 and L.28)

The World Conference to Review and Appr~ise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling the Progr~mme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations
DeeMs fo'C ,~l'.menv adopted in Copenhagen and approved by the General Assembly in its
reso:-.ut lo;.:? .;, :;'/136 of 11 December 1980,

Recalling the Declaration of principles and Programmes of Action adopted by
the World Coni•.:trence on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development and General Assembly
resolutions 34/14 of 9 November 1979, 35/59 of 3 December 1982 and 39/126 of
14 December 1984 concerning the improvement of the situation of women in Il' al
areas,
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Noting with satisfaction the compilation by the secretary-General of
observations and comments made on the report of the Interre;ional Seminar on
National Experience relating to the Improvement of the situation of Women in Rural
Areas, held at Vienna from 17 to 28 September 1984 and the recommendations of the
regional intergovernmental preparatory meetings,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the activities and
programmes concerning rural women,

Reaffirming the importance attached in the Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as well as in the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, to the need to improve
the status of women and ensure their full participation both as agents and
beneficiaries in the development process,

Convinced that the strengthening of international peace and co-operation is
one of the most important conditions for further improving the situation of women,
including women in rural areas,

Noting with grave concern the continuing disastrous situation of women in
rural areas of many countries, in particular develo¥>ing countries,

1. Calls upon Governments to work out and implement special comprehensive
programmes for improving the situatio'n of women in rural areas, taking into account
the role played by women in the lif~ of soc!~ty and to establish monitoring and
evaluating mechanisms for these programmes involving women themselvesJ

2. Requests the United Nations and its specialized agencies to pay greater
~ttention to the needs of rural women and to assist Member States, especially
developing countries, in the formulation of technical asslstance programmes and in
the implementation of the investment projects involving the improvement of rural
areas and the improvement of the status of womenJ

3. Recommends a strengthening of co-ordination among multilateral and
bilateral activities aimed at promoting the interests of rural womenJ

4. Requests the Sec~etary-General, when presenting to the General Assembly
at its fortieth session the report of the Interregional Seminar on National
Experience relating to the Improvement of the Situation of Women in Rural Areas, to
take into account and sum up the results of the Conference's discussions on the
improvement of the situation of women in rural areas as well as the observations
and comments on the above-mentioned report.
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3. Draft declaration

Afghanistan, Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Byelorussian
§oviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
n~..!!!2Ccatic Yemen, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, Kenya, Lao
Pe9ple's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Mali, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Poland, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan,
Uganda, Ukrainian Sovi~t Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics, viet Nam, Zambia and Zimbabwe: draft declaration

Nairobi Declaration on the Achievements of the United Na~
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace

(document A/CONF.116/L.4/Rev.l, as revised)

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development clnd Peace,

Recalling that the Charter of the United Nations expresses the resolve of the
peoples to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, to reaffirm faith
in fundamental human rights, 1n the dignity and worth of the human person, in the
equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and to promote social
progress and better standards of living in larger freedom,

Emphasizing that the World Conference has gathered in Nairobi during a period
of serious deterioration of the social and economic situation affecting
particularly the developing countries,

Expressing its deep concern at the profound economic and social crisis that
particularly Africa is experiencing as a result of severe recurrent drought,
famine, external debt and the effects of the i~ternational economic situtation
which have in the last few years assumed alarming proportions, seriously
jeopardizing not only the development process but, more ominously, the very
survival of millions of people, especially that of women and children,

Deeply alarmed by the severe foreign debt crisis of the developi~g countries,
enormous servicing burden which is unbearable for their resources and its growing
negative impact on the people, in particular women and children of these countries,

Aware of the important role played ,by women in the history of humanity and the
enhancing social progress, in particular, in the struggle for self-determination,
national ind~pendence, the strengthening of international peace and security,
disa4mament, and against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, and
all oti.er forms of racism and racial discrimination,

Paying tribute to the women of the developing countries who together with
their peoples have won national liberation and are now contributing appreciably to
the struggle for their countries' independent political, economic and social
development,

Recallini that the problems faced by women, who constitute half of the world's
population, being essentially the problems of society as a whole rel~ires the
changing of the political, economic and ~ocial conditions of women and should
therefore become an integral part of the activities to transform those social and
economic structures and views which impede their effective participation and
contribution in society,
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Highly appreciating the contribution made by the United Nations in enhancing
the improvement of the status of women to ensure their genuine equality and provide
conditions for greater integration of women in the political, economic and social
development process,

Noting the importance of the International Women's Year and the United Nations
Decade for Women with its goal: Equality, Development and Peace and sub-theme:
Employment, Health and Education and of holding the World Conferences in
Mexico City, Copenhagen and Nairobi, which adopted fundamental strategy decisions
in the area of improving the status of women, as the World Plan of Action, the
Programme of Action and the Forward-looking Strategies,

e

sI

,,
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Noting wit~ satisfaction the adoption during the United Nations Decade for
Women of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women and the Declaration on the participation of women in promoting international
peace and co-operation, which constituted an important contribution to the
implementation of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,.and are of great importance for the implementation of the
Forward-lOOking Strategies,

3eing convinced that the establishment of the new international economic order
and confidence building in relations among States, creation of favourable
conditions for the economic and social progress of the developing countries will
help provide favourable conditions for the solution of pressing economic and social
problems they are facing, including that of ensuring equal rights for women at all
levels and in all spheres of life,

Emphasizing grave concern over the fact that in several regions of the world
and in a number of countries there are persisting obstacles in the way of
implementing the objectives of the United Nations Decade.for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, which imPede progress in improving the status of women,

Expressing alarm over the growing danger of nuclear war, which threatens the
very existence of mankind, placing an increasingly heavier burden on the peoples of
the world, slowing down economic and social progress and diverting enormous
material and financial resources to non-productive purposes,

Expressing its grave concern that in spite of various resolutions adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly and those of the Security Council calling upon
the regime in South Africa to abandon its heinous policy of apartheid, to end
oppression and repression of the black majority and to seek a peaceful, just and
lasting solution in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the South Africa racist
regime still deprives the oppressed majority of these basic human rights, continues
the illegal occupation of Namibia and pursues an aggressive policy against the
front-line States,

Condemning the further escalation of ruthless repression by the Pretoria
regime, inclUding the use of the armed forces against the oppressed people
resulting in killing and wounding of hundreds of people and the arrest of thousands
of opponents of apartheid,

Reaffirming that apartheid is a crime against humanity and a threat to
international peace a~d security,
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Gravely concer~ed over the threat to international peace and .ecurity, and
repeated acts of aggression caused by the policies of apartheid,

Being greatly alarmed by the deplorable living conditions of women and
children in occupied Palestine and other Arab territories who are suffering fro.
foreign occupation, from the effects of forced dislocation, 108s of ancestral lands
and property and from the continuing viol~tion of their fundamental rights and
freedoms,

4. Calls upon all States to make every effort and to continue to take
necessary measures in order to implement those objectives fully and consistently
with a view to eradicating all forms of discrimination against women,

3. Declares that the objectives of the United Nations Decade for wo.enc
Equality, Development and Peace remain valid in the activities of States, of the
bodies and organizations of the United Nations system for the period up to the
year 2000J

5. Urges all States and international organizations to continue their
efforts and adopt special measures aimed at overcoming the economic and social
problems faced by developi~ countriesJ

Noting the role of the Commission on the Status of Women in preparing the
Conference and addressing the issues relevant to the status of women,

2. Reaffirms in this context the decisions and recommendations adopted by
the World Conferences held in Mexico City and Copenhagen and the 1975 Declaration
of Mexico on the Eq~ality of Women and their Contribution to Development and Peace,
the World Plan of Action and the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the
United Nations Decade for WomenJ

1. Reaffirms once again that attaining the objectives declared by the United
Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and Peace, remain the IIOst
~portant goal of the international community in improving the status of women of
all countries and nationsJ

6. Further urges all organs, organizations 3nd bodies of the United Nations
syste. to give greater attention to developing countries, especially the least
developed countries, and to continue to mobilize resources for a8~i8ting these
countries in dealing with the current crisis and its longer-term ramifications,
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7. AppealS to all States to render all the nece~aary assistance to African
countries seriously affected by drought by channelling both ~elief and
rehabilitation assistance,

8. calls upon all States to actively continue efforts aimed at integrating
wa8en .ost effectively in the development processes to ensure their full
participation in the political, economic, social, cultural and other spheres of
life,

9. Calls upon all States to unite and intensify their efforts aimed at
ensuring peace and security, averting the threat of nuclear war, preventing the
ar.a race, especially in outer space, with a view to attaining general and complete
disar:aament under effective international control and ultimately eliminating
nuclear weapons in order to preserve life on Earth,
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10. Reaffirms that the strengthening of international peace and security and
ca-operation among all states irrespective of their social and economic systems, on
the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistence are the most important
prerequisites for ensuring aocia-economic progress and equal rights for women,

11. Strongly condemns the apartheid regime of South Africa for its continued
brutal oppression, repression and violence, its illegal occupation of Namibia and
its repeated acts of aggression, subversion and terrorism against independent
African States,

12. Declares that only the total eradication of apartheid and the
establishment of a non-racial democratic society based on majority rule, through
the full and free exercise of adult suffrage by all the people in a united and
non-fragmented South Africa, can lead to a just and lasting solution of the
explosive situation in South Africa.

13. Strongly condemns Israel for its continued policy of oppression and
repression against people 1n the Palestinian and other Arab territories under its
illegal occupation and for its acts of aggression against neighbouring Arab StatesJ

14. Calls on the international community to make all the necessary efforts in
order to ensure the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people for
self-determination, and the establishment of their own national State on their
own national soil'

15. Urges Governments to take appropriate measures in order to implement the
Forward-looking Strategies for the period up to the year 2000, and the relevant
resolutions and decisions of the NairObi Conference at the national, regional and
international levels,

16. Calls upon organizations and agencies of the United Nations system,
including the regional commissions, to draw up appropriate programmes for the
implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies for the period up to the year 2000,

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit on a regular basis to the
Bcon~7aic and Social Council, through the Commission on the Status of Women,
proposals on the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies for the period up
to the year 2000 for the purpose of improving the status of women in connection
with progress made in pursuing the goals and objectives of the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade,

18. Recommends that the United Nations General Assembly consider at its
fortieth session appropriate measures that will allow the Commission on the Status
of Women to effectively carry out its responsibilities with regard to the review
and appraisal of the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies for the
period up to the year 2000,

19. Recommends also that the fortieth session of the United Nations General
Assembly declare that the period up to the year 2000 be dedicated to women for the
advancement of the goals: Equality, Development and Peace.
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ANNEX 11

LIST OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED AT THE CONFERENCE

African Association of Education for Development
Association of African Women for Research and Development
Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization
All India WOmen's Conference
~1! ~ki8tan WOmen's Association
ABerican AS$ociation for the Advancement of Science
Aaneaty International
Anglican Consultative Council
Arab Lawyers Union
Arab WO..n Solidarity Association
Asian Non-Governmental Organizations Coalition for Agrarian Reform and Rural

DevelopaMnt
Associated Country Women of the World
Baha'i International Community
Brah.. Kumaris World Spiritual University
Catholic International Education Office
catholic International Union for Social Service
Catholic Relief Services
center of Concern
Christian Children's FUnd
Christian Democratic International
Christian Medical commission, World Council of ct.urches
Christian Peace COnference
Church WOrld Service
eo.aission of Churches on International Affairs, World Council of Churches
ea..onwealth Human Ecology Council
Co-ordinating Board of Jewish Organizations
COUncil for International Organizations of Medical Sciences
Environment Liaison Centre
European Union of WOmen
Foster Parents Plan International
Friedrich !bert ~ndation
Friends WOrld Oommittee for consultation
General Arab women Federation
General COnference of the Seventh Day Adventists
Gray Panthers
Habitat International COuncil
BELPAGE International
Housevives in Dialogue
Institute for Policy Studies
Institute of Cultural Affairs
Institute of Social Studies Trust
Inter-Parliaaentary Union
International Abolitionist Federation
International Alliance of women
International Association for Religious Freedom
International Association of Democratic Lawyers
International Association of Educators for World Peace
International Association of Penal Law
International Baccalaureate Office
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International Catholic Migration Commission
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
International Confederation of Midwives
International Co-operative Alliance
International Council for Adult Education
International Council of Jewish Women
International Council of Nurses
International Council of Voluntary Agencies
International Council of Women
International Council on Alcohol and Addictions
International Council on Social Welfare
International Federation for Home Economics
International Federation of Agricultural Producers
International Federation of Associations of the Elderly
International Federation of Business and Professional Women
International Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics
International Federation of Human Rights
International Federation of Operational Research Societies
International Federation of Settlement Houses and Neighbourhood centres
International Federation of University Women
International Federation of Women in Legal Careers
International Federation of WOmen Lawyers
International Federation on Aging
International Human Rights Internship Program
International Juridical Organization
International Movement A.T.D. Fourth World
International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples
International Organization of Consumers' Unions
International Organization of Employers
International Peace Research Association
International Planned Parenthood Federation
International Prisoners Aid Association
International Public Relations Association
International Social Science Council
International Social Service
International Society for Community Development
International Studies Association
International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences
International Union of Family Organizations
International Union of Students
International Women's Anthropology Conference, Inc.
International Women's Tribune Centre
International Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations
Jaycees International
Latin American Council of catholic Women
Latin American Federation of Association of Relatives of Disappeared Detainees
Liberal International
Lutheran World Federation
Medical Women's International Association
Movement for a Better World
Minority Rights Group
Movement Against Racism and for Friendship among People
National Organization for Women
Overseas Education Fund International
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Pan-A~rican Institute for Development
Pan-African Women's Organization
Pan Pacific and South-East Asia Women's Association
Parliamentary Association for Euro-Arab Cooperation
Pax Romana
Population Crisis Committee
Population Institute
Prison Fellowship International.
St. Joants International Alliance
Radda Barnen International
Salvation Army (The)
Save the Children Fund
Socialist International
Socialist International Women
Society for International Development
Soroptimist International
The HUnger Project
Third World Movement against the Exploitation of Women
United Towns Organization
universal Esperanto Association
Vienna Institute for Development
War Resisters International
women's International Democratic Federation
WOmen's International League for Peace and Freedom
women International Zionist Organization
WOrld Alliance of Reformed Churches
WOrld Assembly of small and Medium Enterprises
World Assembly of Youth
WOrld Association for Christian Communication
WOrld Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts
WOrld Association of WOrld Federalists
WOrld Blind Union
World Confederation of Labour
World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession
World Council of Indigenous Peoples
World Federation for Mental Health
WOrld Federation of Associations for the Promotion of VOluntary Surgical World

Q:)ntraception
World Federation of Democratic Youth
World Federation of Methodist Women
World Federation of Public Health Organizations
World Federation of Scientific Workers
World Federation of Teachers Unions
World Federation of Trade Unions
World Federation of united Nations Associations
World Jewish Congress
World Ibvement of Jlt)thers
World Muslim Congress
World Organization for Early Childhood Education
World Organization of the Scout Movement
World ORT Union
World Peace Council
World Student Christian Federation
~ld Union of Catholic Women's Organizations
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WOrld University Service
Morld veterans Pederation
Wbrldview International Foundation
WOrld Vision International
WOrld MORen's Christian Temperance Union
WOrld Young women's Christian Association
ZOnta International
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A/roNF.l

A/CONF.l

A/OONF.l

S'

A/OONF.l

A/OONF.l

A/OONF.ll

A/OONF.ll

A/OONF.ll

A/CDNF.ll

Provisional agenda

Organizational and procedural matters

Title

Provisional rules of procedure

Review and appraisal of the situation
of women and children living under­
racist minority regimes: report of
the Secretary-General '

The situation of women and children
living in the occupied Arab
territories and other occupi:d
territories: report of the
Secretary-General

Review and appraisal of the progress
aChieved and the obstacles
encountered by the United Nations
system at the regional and
international levels in attaining the
goals and objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace: report of the
Secretary-General

World survey on the role of women in
development: report of· the
Secretary-General

Review and appraisal of progress
achieved and obstacles encountered at
the national level in the realization
of the goals and objectiv~s of the
United Nations Decade for Women:
Squality, Development and Peace:
report of the Secretary-General
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ANNEX III

List of documents

Basic Conference documentationA.

A/OONF.116/6

A/CX>NF.116/l

A/OONF.116/2

Symbol

A/OONF.116/8 and
Corr.l

A/OONF.116/3

A/OONF.ll6/7 and
Corr.l, 2 and 3

A/<DNF.l16/5 and
Add.l and Corr.l,
Add.2 and Corr.l,
Add~3 and Corr.h
Add.4 and Corr.l and 2,
Add.5 and Corr.l and 2,
Add.6 and Corr.h
Add.7 and Corr.l,
Add.8 and Corr.l,
Add.9 and Corr.l,
Md.lO and Corr.h
Add.ll and Corr.l and 2,
Add.12 and Corr.l and 2,
Add.13 and Corr.l,
Add.14 and Corr.l

A/OONF.116/4
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Symbol

A/OONF.116/9 and Corr.l

A/OONF.116/l0

A/eJiNF.116/ll

A/OONF.116/l2

A/CONF.116/l3

A/CONF.116/14

A/CONF.116/l5

A/CDNF.116/l6

A/OONF.116/l7
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Title--
Recommendations of regional
intergovernmental preparatory
meetings: report ~f the
Secretary-General

Selected statistics and indicators on
the status of women: report of the
Secretary-General

The activities and programmes of the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees on behalf of refugee women:
report of the Secretary-Gen~£al

FOrward-looking Strategies of
implementation for the advancement of
women and concrete measur~~ ~o

overcome obstacles to the achievement
of the goals and objectives of the
United Nati~ns Decade for Women for
the period 1986 to the year 2000:
Equality, Developlr,ent and Peace:
note by the Secretariat

Report of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against
Women on the achievements of and
obstacles encountered by 'States
parties in the implementation of the
Convention on the Elimination of All
FOrms of Discrimination against women

The participation of non-governmental
organizations in the united Nations
Decade for Women: report of the
Secretary-Gen~ral

Review of selected major issues in
the medium-term plans of the
organizations of the United Nations
System: Women and Development: note
by the Secretar~at

Review and appraisal of progress
achieved and obstacles encountered at
the national level in the realization
of the goals and objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace:
note by the Secretary-General

Adoption of the rules of procedure:
note by the Secretariat
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A/CONF.116/18

A/CONF.116/l9

A/CONF.116/20

A/CONF.l1ti/21

A/CONF.116/22

A/CONF.116/23

A/CONF.116/24

A/CONF.116/25
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Title

Letter dated 15 July 1985 addressed
by the head of the delegation of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to the President of the Conference

Letter dated 15 July 1985 addressed
by the head of the delegation of the
Lao People's Democratic Republic to
the Secretary-General of the united
Nations and to the President of the
Conference

Letter dated 15 July 1985 addressed
by the head of the delegation of the
People~s Democratic Republic of Yemen
to the President of the Conference

Report of the Credentials Committee

Lette~ dated 23 July 1985, from the
head of the delegation of Democratic
Kampuchea, addressed to the President
of the Conference

Letter dated July from the United
States of America in reply to
document A/CONF.116/l8 containing the
joint statement of the Soviet Union
and its satellite States

Letter dated 20 July 1985 addressed
by the head of the delegation of the
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen
to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and to the President
of the Conference

Letter dated 25 July 1985 addressed
by the heads of the delegations of
the People's Republic of Bulgaria,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam, Hungarian People's '
Republic, German Democratic Republic,
Korean People's Democratic Republic,
Lao People's Democ~atic Republic,
Mongolian People's Republic, Polish
People's Republic, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Cze,choslovak
Socialist Republic and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics to the
President of the Conference

S

A/OONF

A/OONF

A/OONF.

A/OONF.

A/OONF.

A/OONF•.

A/OONF.

A/OONF.
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A/CX>NF.ll6/26

A/CX>NF.1l6/27

A/CX>NF.116/CC/wp.l

A/OONF.l16/L.l and Add.l

A/OONlF.1l6/L.2

Title

Letter dated 25 July 1985 addressed
to the President of the COnference by
the head of the delegation of India

Letter dated 26 July 1985 addressed
to the President of the Conference by
the head of the delegation of Israel

Memorandum of the Secretary-General
of the Conference on the status of
credential" of representatives of
participant.s attending the World
Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace

Report of the pre-Conference
consultations held at the Kenyatta
International COnference Qentre

Decisions by the COnference
concerning the allocation of items
and concerning the organization of
the work of the committees

A/CONF.116/L.3 and Add.l to 3 Draft report of the World COnference
to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of. the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace

A/OONF.1l6/L.4 ~orr.l Nairobi Declaration on the
achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equali ty ,
Development and Peace: draft
declaration pr~posed by Ethiopia

A/OONF.l16/L.4!Rev.l
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Nairobi Declaration on the
Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace: draft
declaration propo!led by Afghanistan,
Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde,
Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia,
Guinea-Bissau, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan,
Uganda, Viet Nam, Zambia, Zimbabwe
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A/OOHB.116/L.5 and Add.l to 15

A/OONP.116/L.6 and Add.l to 6,
Oorr.l (English only) and Corr.2

A/OONP.IlG/C.l/L.l

A/OONP.116/C.l/L.2

A/OONP.116/C.l/L.3
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Title

Report of the Second Committeel
Forward-looking Strategies of
implementation for the advancement of
women for the period up to the
year 2000, and concrete meas~res to
overcome obstacles to the achievement
of the goals and objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, and
the sub-theme I Employment, Health
and Education, bearing in mind the
International Development Strategy
for the Third United Nations
Development Decade and the
establishment of a new international
economic order

Report of the First Committee:
Forward-looking Strategies of
implementation for the advancement of
women for the period up to the
year 2000, and concrete measures to
overcome obstacles to the achievement
of the goals and objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, and
the sub-theme: Empl~ent, Health
and Education, bearing in mind the
International Develop~~nt Strategy
for the Third United ;'~Ltions

Development Decade and the
establishment of a new international
economic order

Promotion of education for women:
draft resolution submitted by Thailand

Women and education: perspectives
for the year 2000: draft resolution
submitted by the Philippines

The role of women in the preparation
of societies for life in peacel'
draft resolution submitted by Benin,
Oongo, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia,
Ecuador, Ghana, Hungary, Madagascar,
Mauritius, Mongolia, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Panama, Poland, Romania,
Suriname, Togo, United Republic of
Tanzania, Venezuela, Zambia and
Zimbabwe

J

A/CO

A/CO

A!COti
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Symbol

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.4

A/CON~.116/C.l/L.S

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.6

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.7

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.8

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.9
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Title

Young women's right to education:
draft resolution submitted by
Algeria, Bangladesh, China, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Ecuador,
Finland, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq,
Italy, Mali, Mauritania, Niger,
pakistan, Poland, Romania, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey,
Venezuela, zaire and Zambia

Assistance from non-governmental
organizations to women and children,
particularly in dxought-stricken
countries: draft resolution
submittea by Niger

Assistance to refugees from
Afghanistani draft resolution
submitted by Pakistan

Elimination of discrimination against
women as one of the most important
conditions fOL social and economic
progress: draft resolution submitted
by Angola, Conge, Democratic Yemen,
Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Madagascar,
Mongolia, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Philippines, Poland, Seychelles,
Syrian Arab Republic and Zambia

women's health and well-being: draft
resolution submitted by Switzerland
and Thailand

Protection of women in periods of
armed conflict: draft resolution
submitted by Switzerland and Austria
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SymbOl

A/OONP.ll6/C.l/L.lO

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.ll

A/OONF.l16/C.l/L.l2

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.l3

A/OONF.l16/C.l/L.14

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.lS
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Title

Women and new technologies, draft
resolution submitted by Belgium,
Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of
and Italy

Assistance to Sahrawi women, draft
resolution submitted by Algeria,
Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, COngo,
Cuba, Guinea-Bissau, Islamic Republic
of Iran, Madagascar, Mali, Nicaragua,
Nigeria and Zambia

Obstacles preventing women from
practising their role in realizing
the aims of the United Nations Decade
for Women, Equality, Development and
Peace, due to the continuation of the
Iraq-Iranian armed conflict, draft
resolution by Bahrain, Djibouti,
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Mauritania,
Morocco, Oman, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen
and Zambia

The obstacles that prevent the Syrian
Arab woman in the occupied Syrian
Golan from exercising her role in the
objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women, Equality,
Development and Peace, draft
resolution submitted by Afghanistan,
Angola, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Cuba,
Democratic Yemen, German Democratic
Republic, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary,
Iran, Islamic Republic of, Jordan,
Kuwait, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali,
Mongolia, Morocco, Nicaragua, oman,
Somalia, Syrian Arab Republic, United
Arab Emirates, Viet Nam and Yemen

Women and development priorities:
draft resolution submitted by
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway,
Spain and Sweden

COnvention on the Elimination of All
FOrms of Discrimination against
Women, draft resolution submitted by
China, Cyprus, Dominican Republic,
Greece, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Malawi,
Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Thailand,
Turkey and United Republic of Tanzania
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Symbol

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.16

A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.17

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.18

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.19

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.20

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.2l

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.22

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.23
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Title

Future perspectives and equal
opportunities, draft resolution
submitted by Belgium, Denmark,
France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Increased participation of women in
United Nations activities in the
field of peace, disarmament and arms
limitation: draft resolution
submitted by Australia, Egypt, India,
Indonesia, New Zealand, Spain and
Sri Lanka

Education ~~d training, draft
resolution submitted by Algeria,
Cuba, Dominican Republic, German
Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Panama, Spain,
Venezuela and Zambia

Contribution of women to the
realization of the right of PeOples
to peace: draft resolution submitted
by Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Democratic
Yemen, German Democratic Republic,
Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritius,
Mongolia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Poland,
Syrian Arab Republic and Viet Nam

Women and health, draft resolution
submitted by Algeria, Australia,
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Finland,
Guinea-Bissau, 'India, Jamaica,
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Spain, United
Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela

Health and well-being of the Women of
the South Pacific, draft resolution
submitted by Papua New Guinea,
Solomon Islands and Vanu~tu

Women and peace: dr~ft resolution
submitted by Argentina, Greece,
India, Kenya, Mexico, Sweden and
United RepUblic of Tanzania

Workers with family responsibilites:
draft resolution submitted by
Australia and Austria



Responsibilities of Governments for
the advancement of women: draft
resolution submitted by canada

Title

WOmen and development. draft
resolution submitted by canada

The promotion of breastfeeding:
draft resolution submitted by India,
Jamaica, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway,
Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe

The role of women in society: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria,
Bulgaria, Congo,. German Democratic
Republic, United Republic of
Tanzania, Venezuela and Zambia

Exploitative employment practices:
draft resolution submitted by
Australia

Disarmament, develoPment and women:
draft resolution submitted by
Australia, Egypt, New Zealand, spain
and Sri Lanka

The role of women in the struggle for
peace and international security, for
the removal of all obstacles to
ensuring peace and 'social progress:
draft resolution submitted by
Afghanistan, Cuba, German Democratic
Republic, Hungary, Nicaragua, Sierra
Leone, Syrian Arab Republic,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Zambia and Zimbabwe

The contribution of women to the
victory in the Second World Wan
draft resolution submitted by
Afghanistan, Benin, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Congo,
CUba, Democratic Yemen, German
Democratic Republic, Lao People I s
Democratic Republic, Madagascar,
Mongolia, Nicaragua, Poland, Syrian
~ab Republic, Ukrainian SSR, Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and
Zimbabwe
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Symbol

A/OONF.l16/C.l/L.32

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.33

A/CONF.l16/C.l/L.34

A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.35

A/CONF.l16/C.l/L.36

A/CONF.l16/C.l/L.37

A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.38

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.39

A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.40
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Title

WOmen and children under apartheid:
draft resolution submitted by
Bots~na, Bulgaria, Haiti, Mali,
MorCK~o, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New
Guine~, Poland 1 Senegal, Trinidad and
Tobago: United Republic of Tanzania,
Zaire and Zambia

WOrld situation of displaced and
refugee women: draft resolution
submitted by Indonesia, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of
Korea and Thailand

Support for women in i.sland
developing countries: draft
resolution submitted by Barbados,
Jamaica, Saint Christopher and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and Tobago

Health immunization: draft
resolution submitted by Kenya

W?men and education, training and job
promotion: draft resolution
subm:ltted by Austria, Belgium,
Denma\rk, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Greece, Iceland, India,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Spain, and united
~ingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

Parental leave: draft resolution
submitted by Austria, Costa Rica,
Cyprus, Denmark, France, Greece,
Guyana, Italy, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Philippines, Spain and Sweden

Refugee and displaced women: draft
resolution submitted by the united
States of America

Women and food security: draft
resolution submitted by Botswana,
Burkina Faso, Italy, MDzambique,
Nepal, Netherlands, S~i Lanka,
Turkey, Zambia and Zimbabwe

NOmen and industrialization: draft
resolution submitted by Botswana,
Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe
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A/OONF.116/C.l/L.41

A/CONFGl16/C.I/L.42

A/CONF.116/C.I/L.43

A/OONF.116/C.I/L.44

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.45

A/OONF.ll6/C.I/L.46

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.47

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.48

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.49

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.50

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.5l

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.52
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Title

Equal pay. draft resolution
submitted by Austria

Participation of women in favour of
peace, disarmament and arme control,
draft resolution submitted by Mexico

The effects of the external debt of
the de~~loping countries on women,
draft resolution submitted by Mexico

women's involvement in development
and management of water re80ui'C~S for
domestic and agricultural use, draft
resOlution submitted by Botswana and
Zimbabwe

WOmen, popUlation and development:
draft resolution submitted by
Bangladesh, Fiji, Jamaica, Mauritius,
Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Peru and
~!!!bia

Science and technoloqy for women's
development I draft resolution
submitted by Kenya

The family codel draft resolution
submitted hy Central African
Republic, Chad, Equatorial Guinea,
France, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger
and Senegal

Wolllen and water I draft resolution
submitted ~ Kenya and Mal~wi

VOcational and technical training for
women, draft reslution submitted by
Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Paraguay and Venezuela

Commercial publicity harmful to the
dignity of woaen, draft resolution
sub~itted by Colombia, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Paraguay and Venezuela

Classification of women in census
documents, draft resolution
submitted by Colombia, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Panama, paraguay and
venezuela

WOmen and shelter, draft resolution
Bubaitted ~ Kenya, Mexico,
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Sweden
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Symbol

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.55

A/OONF.lI6/C.l/L.56

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.57

A/OONF.116/C.I/L.58

A/OONF.116/C.I/L.59

A/OONF.ll6/C.I/L.60

A/OONF.ll6/C.I/L.61

A/OONF.116/C.I/L.62

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.63

A/OONF.lI6/C.l/L.64

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.65

* On behalf of the African Group.
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Title

Maternal -artalitya draft resolution
submitted by Austtalia, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Cuba, German Democratic
Republic, Baiti, HUngary, India,
Papua New Guinea, Seychelles,

.Sri Lanka and Sweden

Chadian wo-en and children living in
the ~ne occupied by a fo~eign armya
draft resolution submitted by central
African Republic, Chad, Gabon,
Senegal and Togo

Integration of women in development,
draft reeolution submitted by
El Salvador and Mexico

Withdrawn

Withdrawn

Unemployment, draft resolution
submitted by Austria and Spain

New technologies, draft resolution
subllitted by Austria

participation of women in the process
of restructuring international
econo.ic relations on a just and
democratic basis: draft resolution
submitted by Hungary and Indonesia

Palestinian women and children:
draft resolution submitted by
Democratic Yemen

Genetic technology: draft resolution
submitted by Austria

Sexual violence against women and
c~ildren, draft resolution submitted
by Austria and Spain

Global concerns for peace and the
plight of women: draft resolution
subllitted by Islamic RepUblic of Iran

!eartheidr draft resolution
su~ltted by Mali*
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Symbol

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.66

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.67

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.68

A/OONF.116/C.I/L.69

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.70

A/OONF.l16/C.l/L.7l

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.72

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.73

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.74

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.75
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Title

Naaibia, draft retiOlution submitted
by Mali*

WO..n and children living i~ zones
affected ~ armed conflict. draft
resolution subaitted by Mali*

Refugee and displaced women. draft
resolution submitted by Mali*

Front-line States, draft resolution
submitted ~ Mali*

Latin Aaerican and caribbean women
And the critical economic situation,
draft resolution submitted by Chile,
Colc:.bia, eub~, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama and Venezuela

WOmen and the environment, draft
resolution submitted ~ Bangladesh,
China, Indonesia, Japan, Nepal,
Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Sri Lanka, Thailand and united
Kingdom of Great Britain and Nor~hern

Ireland

Reporting system on the advancement
of women, draft resolution submitted
by Sierra Leone

Literacy, draft resolution submitted
by the united States of America

l'lo_~ and family planning, draft
resolution submitted ~ Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Japan, Nepal, Philippines,
Rapublic of Korea, Sri Lanka and
Thailand

WO_n and education, perspectives
for the year 2000, draft resolution
submitted by Indonesia, Japan, 'Iepal,
Papua New Guinea, paraguay, Per;.J,
Philippines, Republic of Korea,
SQaalia, Sri Lanka, Swaziland,
Thailand, and Trinidad and 'l'Ot;ago

S

A/OONP

A/CONF

A/OONF

A/CONF

A/roNP.

A/OONF.

A/CONP.

A/OONF.

A/OOMJf.

A/CONF.
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Symbol

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.76

A/OONF.116/C.l/L.77

A/CONF.ll6/C.l/L.78

A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.79

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.80

A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.81

A/ODNF.ll6/C.1/L.82

A/CONF.116/C.l/L.83

A/OONF.ll6/C.l/L.84

A/ODNF.ll6/C.1/L.85

-297-

Title

WOmen and d~velopment: principles
and priorities: draft resolution
submitted b¥ Australia, Cameroon,
canada, Denmark, F~nland, Iceland,
Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan,
Senegal, Spain, Sweden and Zimbabwe

Refugee and displaced women: draft
resolution submitted by Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Philippines, Republic of Korea
and Tha Uam!

WOmen and education: perspectives
for the year 2000: draft resolution
submitted by Ecuador, Indonesia,
Japan, Nepal, papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic
of Korea, Romania, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Thailand, and
Trinidad and Tobago

Amendment submitted by the delegation
of Iraq to t~e draft resolution
contained in A/CONF.l16/C.l/L.64

Apartheid: draft resolution
submitted by Mali·

WOmen and water: draft resolution
submitted by Botswana, Kenya, Malawi
and Zimbabwe

Amendment submitted by the delegation
of Oomoros, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Morocco and Zaire to the draft
resolution contained in
A/ODNF.116/C.1/L.11

Women and peace: draft resolution
submitted by Argentina, Greece,
India, Mexico, Sweden and the united
Republic of Tanzania

Nomen and new technologies: draft
resolution submitted by Austria,
Belgium, Finland, Germa~y, Federal
Republic of, and Italy

Improving the conditions of work and
life: draft resolution submitted by
AustLalia, Av.stria and Greece

f
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Symbol

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.l

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.2

A/OONP.ll6/C.2/L.3

A!OONF.ll6/C.2/L.4

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.5

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.6

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.7
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Title

Strengthening the co-or~ination and
implementation of the activities for
the advancement of women within the
United Nations system, draft
resclution Bubmitted by Denmark,
Pinland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden

Improvement of the situation of women
in rural areas, draft resolution
sub.itted by Bulgaria, cameroon,
Oola.bia, Ethiopia, Lao People's
De~ratic Republic, Mongolia,
Morocco, Nicaragua, Philippines,
Sr i Lanka, viet Ham and Zambia

Sstablishment of a system of
information networks on women, dr~ft

resolution subaitted by Bangladesh,
China, Do.iniesn Republic, Fiji,
Pinland~ Greece, India, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Malawi, Nepal,
Nigeria, oman, Pakistan, Papua New
Quinea, Philippines, Republic of
KOrea, Samoa and Thailand

WOnen in the United Nations, draft
resolution submitted by Chilel
Bcuador, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico,
Swaziland and Venezuela

Women and aging, draft resolution
submitted by China, Indonesia, Japan,
Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Sri Lanka and Thailand_

Participation of men in reaching the
objectives of the United Nations
Decade for WOmfln, Equality,
Development and Peace, draft
resolution submitted by Bangladesh,
Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Sri Lanka and Thailand

COllaboration with non-governmental
organizations in the field of
health, draft resolution submitted
by Guatemala, India, Indonesia,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Republic of Korea,
Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago,
United RepUblic of Tanzania and
Zimbabwe

A/

AlC

AlC

AlC

AlC

A!CO

AlCON



Symbol

A/OONP.l16/C.2/L.8

A/CONF.116/C.2/L.9

A/CONF.l16/C.2/L.10

A/CONF.l16/C.2/L.11

A!CONF.116/C.2/L.12

A/CONF. l16/C.2/Lo 13

A!CONF.116/C.2/L.l4
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Title

Improvement of the condition of
physically and mentally disahled
women of all ages: draft resolution
submitted by Iran, iclamic Republic
of, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Mcl1golia, Morocco, oman, Syrian l~rab

Republic and Viet Nam

Migrant womenz draft resolution
submitted by Finland, Greece, Italy,
Norway, Portugal, Spain and Sweden

women in the United Nations: draft
resolution submitted by Canada

Indigenous women: draft resolution
submitted by Canada

Strengthening the international
system for the advancement of women:
draft resolution submitted by canada

Integration of women in the
development process: draft
resolution submitted by Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica,
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago, Uruguay and Venezuela

Support for development activities
for women: draft resolution
submitted by Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Riea, Cuba, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint
Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago,
Uruguay and Venezuela
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A!OONF.ll6!C.2/L.lS

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.l6

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.17

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.l8

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.l9

A/OONF.l16/C.2/L.20

A/CCNF.ll6/C.2/L.21

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.22

A/OONF.ll6!C.2/L.23
\
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Title

Machinery for the integration of
women in development, draft
resolution submitted by Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentin~ Barbados, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica,
Nicaragu~, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint
Locia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago, Uruguay and Ven~zuela

Role of the commission on the Status
of WOmen: draft resolution submitt~Q

by Austria

International illegal kidnapping of
children: resolution submitted by
Greece, Italy and Spain

Implementation and evaluation of the
objectives of the united Nations
Decade for NOmen, draft resolution
submitted by Bangladesh, China,
Nepal, Phlippinee, Republic of Korea,
Sri Lanka and Thailand

World conference on women in the year
2000: draft resolution submitted by
Botswana, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau,
Senegal, Si~rra Leone, Togo and Zambia

Family violence~ draft_~esolution

submitted by the United States of
America

Strengthening the role of the
Commission on the Status of Women:
draft resolution submitted by CUba
and Kenya

United Nations Development Fund for
WOmen: draft resolution submitted by
India, Jamaica, Kenya and Norway

International human rights. draft
resolution submitted by the United
States of America

A

A/

A/

A/e

A/(

Ale

A/
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Symbol

A/OONF.l16/C~2/L.24

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.25

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.26

Title

International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of
Women, draft resOlution sub..i tted by
Cola-bia, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Indonesia,
Italy, Morocco, Nigeria, Panama,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Venezuela and
Zimbabwe

Food security, draft resolution .
submitted ~ Mali (on behalf of the
African Group)

PrograJllle for women up to the year
2000: draft resolution submitted by
Mali (on behalf of the African Group)

A/OONF.116/C.2/L.21 Drought
Africa:
by Mali
Group)

and desertification in
draft resolution submitted

(on behalf of the African

.f

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.28

A/OONF.l16/C.2/L.29

A/OONF.ll6/C.2/L.30

A/OONF.116/C.2/L.31

A/UONF.116/C.2/L.32
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Rural women: draft resolution
submitted by Mali {on behalf of the
African Group)

Improved conditions and opportunities
for women, draft resolution
submitted by Mali (on behalf of the
African Group)

Integration of women in development
projects, draft resolution submitted
by Italy

International centre for Public
Enterprises in Developing Countries:
draft reSOlution submitted by
Algeria, India, Sri Lanka, Surinameu
TUnisia and Yugoslavia

Disabled women and women who have a
disabled person in their family:
draft resolution submitted by
Czechoslovakia, Greece, Italy,
Poland, Romania, Spain and Sweden

t
j."
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A/OONF.116/C.2/L.33

A/OONF.116/C.2/L.3~

A/CONF.116/C.2/L.35

A/OONF.116/C.2/L.36

A!OONF.ll6/C.2/L.37
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Title

strengthening women's machineries at
the national, regional and
international levels to ensure the
implementation of the FOrward-looking
Strategies up to the year 2000:
draft resolution submitted by the
Philippines

Co-ordination of activities for the
advancement of women: draft
resolution submitted by Antigua and
Sarbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, CUba,
Dominic~i Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica,
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Saint Christophar and Ne~is, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and
TObago, Uruguay and Venezuela

WOmen in the United Nations: draft
resolution submitted by canada,
Colombia, HOnduras, Trinidad and
Tobago, and Venezuela

Strengthening of the co-ordination
and implementation of the activities
for the advancement of women within
the United Nations system: draft
resolution submitted by Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway.and Sweden

Improvement of the sh;,~ation of women
in rural areas: draft resolution
submitted by cameroon, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Indonesia,
Kenya, Liberia, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Mongolia,
Morocco, Sri Lanka. Uganda, Viet Nam,
Zambia and Zimbabwe
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B. Background papers
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A/OONF.116/BP/l Status of the Convention on the
Elimination of All POrms of
Discrimination against NOmen

A/OONF.1l6/BP/2 Report of the Interregional Seminar
on National Experience relating to
the Improvement of the Situation of
Women in Rural Areas

A/OONF.ll6/BP/3 Women and apartheid in South Africa
and Namibia

c. Information document

A/OONF.ll6/INF/l List of participants

D. statements submitted by non-governmental organizations
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n
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A/OONF.ll6/NGO/l
A/OONF.ll6/NGO/2
A/OONF.ll6/NGO/3
A/OONF.ll6/NGO/4

A/OONF.ll6/NGO/S
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/6

A/OONF.1 l6/NGO/7
A/OONF.116/NGO/8
A/OONF.ll6/NGO/9

A/CONF.ll6/NGO/I0
A/OONF.116/NGO/ll
A/OONF.116/NGO/12
A/CONF.116/NGO/13

A/OONFellS/NGO/l4

A/OONF.l16/NGO/lS
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/16

A/OONF.ll6/NGO/l7
A/OONF.ll6/NGO/18
A/OONF.116/NGO/19
A/OONF.116/NGO/20
A/OONF.116/NGO/21

A/OONF.ll6/NGO/22

International Movement A.T.D. Fourth World
International Alliance of Women
Baha l ! International Community
International Confederation of Free Trade

Unions
Zonta International
World Confederation of Organizations of the

Teaching Profession
International Federation on Aging
World Blind Union
Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women's

Association
International Planned Parenthood Federation
Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University
Women's International Democratic Federation
Latin American Fede~at!on of Association of

Relatives of Disappeared Detainees
International Association for Religious

Freedom
Mouvement Mondial des Meres
Commission of Churches on International

Affairs, World Council of Churches
Afro-Asian People1s Solidarity Organization
Socialist International Women
International Co-operative Alliance
International Federation of University Women
World Federation of Health Agencies for the

Advancement of VOluntary Surgical
Contraception

Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom

-303-



Housewives in Dialogue
Arab Women Solidarity Organization
Associated Country Women of the World
World Federation of Onited Nations

Associations
World Federation of Trade Onions
International Federation of Business and

Professional Women
population Institute
Soroptimist International
World Peace Council
Latin American Council of Catholic Women
World Assembly of Small and Medium

Ente~prises

International Movement for Fraternal Onion
among Races and Peoples

International Council of Women
Arab Lawyers Onion
International Organization of Consumers'

Onions
World Association of World Federalists
International Federation of 'Associations of

the Elderly
Environment Liaison Centre
Onited Towns Organization
Habitat International Council
International Federation for Home ,Economics
Prison Fellowship International
International Federation of Women in Legal

Careers
International Council of Jewish Women
International Onion of Family Organizations
International Federation of Agricultural

Producers
Worldview International
Christian Peace Conference
International Onion of Family Qrganizations
All India women's Conference
World Movement of Mothers
Institute of Social Stt ies Trust
Inter-Parliamentary Onion
International Sociological Association and

International Onion of Anthropological
Ethnological Sciences

Third world Movement against the
Exploitation of Women

International Prisoners Aid Association
International Organization of Employers
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A/CONF.116/NGO/58
A/CONF.116/NGO/59

A/CONF.l16/NGO/57

A/CONF.116/NGO/49
A/CONF.116/NGO/50
A/CONF.116/NGO/51
A/CONF.l16/NGO/52
A/CONF.116/NGO/53
A/OONF.ll6/NGO/54
A/CONF.116/NGO/55
A/CONF.l16/NGO/56

A/CONF.116/NGO/46
A/CONF.116/NGO/47
A/CONF.116/NGO/48

A/CONF.ll6/NGO/40
A/CONF.116/NGO/4l
A/CONF.116/NGO/42
A/CONF.lI6/NGO/43
A/CONF.116/NGO/44
A/CONF.116/NGO/45

A/CONF.lI6/NGO/27
A/CONF.l16/NGO/28

A/CONF.ll6/NGO/29
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/30
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/3l
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/32
A/CONF.116/NGO/33

A/CONF.ll6/NGO/23
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/24
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/25
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/26

A/CONF.116/NGO/38
A/CONF.116/NGO/39

A/CONF.ll6/NGO/34

A/CONF.116/NGO/35
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/36
A/CONF.ll6/NGO/37

85-38036 l788-91s, 1794s (E)
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H3llaHIIH OpraH1I3a",HH OI>"bellHHeHHLlx Ha"'HA MOJKHO KynHTb B KHHJKHblX Jifara­
3HHaXH areHTCTBax BOBcex paiioHaxMHpa. HaBollHTe cnpaBKH 01> H3llaHHHX B
BaweM KHIIJKHOM Mara3HHeHRH ITIf1UHTe no allpecy: OpraHH3a",HH OI>'bellHHeHHLlx
Ha"'Hii. CeK",HH no npOllaJKe H3.l1aHHH. HblO-l'i0PK HRH JKeHeBa.
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