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"I believe that the active participation and commitment of the international community will 
lead to the sensitization of international public opinion on African refugees and problems 
faced by them and their countries of asylum ... the world is watching us." 
Dr. Siaka Stevens, Presiden~ Republic of Sierra Leone, and Chairman of the Organisation of 
African Unity. 

"The magnitude of the refugee problem in Africa has clearly been brought to the attention 
of world opinion as a result of this conference ... The press has a crucial role to play in 
generating action to relieve the terrible plight of the African refugees, and in fostering 
continuing international solidarity on this question. This is a task of the utmost importance." 
Mr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

"La tache reste immense et nous n'en avons pas encore explore tousles contours. Les 
journalistes de la presse internationale qui ont recemment visite les refugies africains et 
les pays d'accueil s'en sont bien rendu compte ... La plupart des cinq millions des refugies 
africains vi vent surtout dans les pays les plus pauvres." 
Mr. Edem Kodjo, Secretaire General de !'Organisation de !'Unite Africaine. 

"The international community has invested in a network of effort that has been gaining 
a promising momentum ... In bringing short and longer term solutions to refugee problems 
time is a most precious factor ... We are all here to join forces to focus world attention, 
to mobilize resources." 
Mr. Poul Hartling, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 



The Standard, Nairobi, Kenya 10.4.81 

REFUGEES: "African countries have not dramatised the issue as much as other countries. There're no 
such high human dramas as the 'Boat People'- only the lonely mother and child who perish unseen, 

unknown, unmourned. . . " 

Sad state of Africa's 
THE population of Afri-
can refugees today is lar- f 
~~~.uf~ro"nst~f ~a~~:e~~ re ugees 
Afncan states. The conti­
nent has become the land 
of displacedjersons. Of 
the estimate 10 million 
refugees in the world, five 
million are in Africa, and 
the number is increasing 
rapidly. 

In 1967, African governments 
convened a special conference in 
Addis Ababa on African re­
fugees and resolved to find a 
"permanent solution" to the 
problem. · At that time there 
were only 450,000 refugees in 
the entire continent. Three years 
ago, a second special conference 
wa,s held in Arusha on the re­
fi1!$". t-··oblem. At that it was 
notcci ~ne ,number of refu~ees 
had risen to three million. Smce 
then, the number of African 
refugees has been swelling by 

By ODHIAMBO OKITE 

about 800,000 persons on the 
average each year. 

Finally, the international com­
munity took notice of this major 
human tragedy. In Novem\)er 
last year, the UN General 
Assembly called on the Secret­
ary General to convene an Inter­
national Conference on Assist­
ance to Refugees in Africa 
(I.C.A.R.&\,.) to focus world 
public attelttion on the plight of 
African refugees and to mobilise 
additional resources for refugee. 
programmes in Africa. That con­
ference is in its second day in 
Geneva today. 

Political 
Despite its enormous propor­

tions, the African refugee prob­
lem has not attracted sufficient 
international attention. This is 
largely because of its complex 
nature, for African refugees not 
only run away from political 
repression, racial oppression, 
civil wars, religious persecution 
and tribal rebellions, they also 

A UNITED Nations sponsored lnternation81 Conference on 
Assistance to Refugees in Africa (I.C.A.R.A.) opened in 
Geneva yesterday. 

It is designed to focus world attention on the plight of 
African refugees and to mobilise additional resources for 
refugee programmes in Africa. This article examines those 
conditions that have in recent years made Africa the land of 
displaced persons, and gives a general survey of the refugee 
situation in Kenya and the neighbouring countries. 

because of starvation, natural 
disasters and other purely eco­
nomic and natural problems. 

The other reason for the lack 
of international information on 
the African refugee problem is 
that African countries have not 
dramatised the issue as much as 
has been done in other conti­
nents. There are no such high 
human dramas in Africa compa­
rable to the "Boat People"· of 
Vietnam, only the lonely mother 
and child who perish in the 
desert sa:nd, unseen, unknown, 
unmourned. 

By keeping their borders open 
to in-coming refugees, African 
governments are obeying a vari­
ety of international conventions 
and responding with humanita­
rian generosity to the plight of 
their fellow human beings, some 
of whom are fleeing for their 
lives, and most of whom arrive 
hungry, diseased and with only 
the clothes on their back. 

Most of the countries of asy­
lum in Africa belong to the 
group of least developed coun­
tries, least able to cope with the 
sudden influx of large numbers 
of refugees. The refugees de­
mand exactly what the countries 
of asylum do not have: food, 
clothing, shelter, medical care, 
educational opportunities for the 
children, productive employ­
ment for the family's bread­
winner, and other basic needs of 
life. 

They also demand a level of 
admimstrative organisation .and 

tries can hardly accord their own 
people. 

The Hom of Africa, which the 
UN High Commissioner for Re­
fugees recently described as hav­
ing "the worst refugee problem 
in the world", illustrates the 
complex combination of the 
causes of human displacement in 
Africa. 

The central issue of the Hom 
of · Africa is that the Somali 
Republic does not recognise its 
existing national borders, claim­
ing that some of its nationals live 
in Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Djibouti. Wars have been fought 
and are being fought which the 
Somali Republic hope will one 
day bring all its alleged nationals 
under one national umbrella. 

The wars have caused resent­
ment and tensions that have 
caused widespread migration. 
Today there are more than 1.4 
million refugees in the Somali 
Republic, more·than 25 per cent 
of that country's total popula­
tion. The 42,000 refugees in 
Djibouti constitute 12 per cent 
of that country's population. 

For Somalia the situation ba­
lances on the edge of a catas­
trophe. Development priorities 
have been neglected in favour of 
urgent humanitarian priorities. 
Overuowded camps pose 
threats of epidemics on the 
national scale. Intolerable de­
mands are placed on the trans­
port system, meagre water re­
sources, the already dwindling 
suoolies of food. and on the 

tive officers. 
Ugandan refu~ees in the 

Sudan present a different, even 
ironic, picture. They fled Ugan­
da to escape the terrorism of 
Amin's regime, which victimised 
Obote's tnbesmen. Obote is 
now back in power, but more 
Ugandans still. migrate to the 
Sudan, and few are coming 
back. 

The farmlands of northern 
Uganda went back to bush dur­
ing the uncertainties and insta­
bility of the Amin era. Schools 
and health centres fell into disre­
pair, while teachers and nurses 
fled for their lives. Corrupt and 
prejudiced officials plundered 
the people. Obote appears to 
have only a shaky grasp on the 
reigns of power in Kampala, and 
widespread violence and insta­
bility continue. It will take years 
of hard work, and millions of 
shillings (which is not available) 
and a strate~ for national re­
conciliation (which has not yet 
been figured out) for northern 
Uganda to become liveable 
again. 

In fact, Obote's may never get 
his people back. The Sudan, 
which has about 500,000 re­
fugees, has had one of the most 
successful and imaginative re­
fugee resettlement programmes 
in Africa. The government de­
clared 1980 "The Year of the 
Refugee", and launched a cam­
paign to settle all refugees in 
organised settlements, solve the 
problem of urban refugees, tack­
le the problems of dependent 
groups ·such as widows and 
orphans, and harmonise refugee 
settlements with those of local 
people by integrating them into 
overall plans for regional de­
velopment. So the Ugandans 
may be there to stay. 

In the midst of all its prob­
lems, Uganda has itself an esti­
mated 112,400 refugees. Most of 
these are from Rwanda, escap­
ing tribal persecution at home. 
In addition Uganda has more 
than 265,000 Ugandans who are 
displaced within the country, 
and while the country may not 
be worrying about the people in 
the Sudan, fo~ a while, it has to 
P!~ __ t!! resettle ~ esti~at~d 
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For Refugees, Hospitality Is Not Enough 
By POUL HARTIJNG 

Half the entire world's refugees today are 
on dn&- continent, Africa. These 5 million 
people'. have crossed parched deserts and 
tangled forests in search of the basics of a 
secure life. They live under the most diffi­
c:oit:(:ireumstances in crowded camps where 
they ~e. still in dire need of most of the es­
sentials-of life: adequate food, water, cloth­
ing and shelter. They remain vulnerable to 
the. ravages of disease and the vagaries of 
weather. The\r tragedy is a stark indictment 
()fa .violent world. 

. The fact that the refugees exist at all to 
make a claim on our consciences is a tribute 
to the generosity of the Airican govern 
meiitslhat have granted them asylum. Afri-

. can nations have consistently opened their 
doors and their hearts to refugees streaming 
a ".8 their borders. It is remarkable that 
1ru Jca-lias virtually no recorded instance of 
f'efoulement-the forcible deportation of a 
refugee to the country where he fears per· 
secution. 
-BUtllospitality alone is not enough, espe­
cially when host countries face their own 
developinent problems. Africa's refugees 
urgently need augmented aid from the in­
ternational community-aid, not handouts. 

There are essentially three permanent 
sciiutioris to a retugee problem, and indefi­
nite tmbsistence on international charity is 
not one of them. Ideally, those who work 
with refugees hope to see them return home 
in a ·.program of voluntary repatriation. I 
stress the word "voluntary"-no refugee 
should be obliged to return to a country he 
once fled unless he wishes to go home of his 
own tree wilL This basic humanitarian prin­
ciple is the ~licy of the United Nations. 

When repatriation is not feasible, refu­
gees gut be integrated into the host country 
97'-lere .they can lead productive lives. This 

worked well in Africa already. Refugee 
settlements in Tanzania and Sudan have 
achieved the socioeconomic integration of 
large numbers of exiles. many of whom are 
now entirely self-sufficient. The objective, 
of course, is that they should cease to be re­
fugees, and enjoy fully the rights and duties 
of citizens. In a moving realization of this 
goal. .. Tanzania recently naturalized some · 
35,000 Rwandan refugees. 

It is only when voluntary repatriation is 
impossible and local integration impractica­
ble that the third durable solution is consid­
ered: · ·:resettlement in other countries. 
Africans have rarely resorted to this ap­
proach.African refugees have, by and large, 

found African solutions to their problems. 
This is not always easy. MaSsive influxes 

of refugees place severe strains on already 
overextended economies. The task of coping 
With the refugee load often diverts essential 
resources and skills from the host country's 
own development efforts. 

The pressing needs of both the refugees 
and the host countries will be placed on the 
agenda of the world's conscience at a major 
conference in Geneva commencing. today. 
The objectives of this conference are to 
focus public attention on the condition o! 
refugees in Africa, to mobilize additional 
resources ior refugee programs in Africa. 
and to help countries of asylum carry the 

extra weight placed on their resources. 
Aid to African refugees ,need riot be an 

open -ended pl'op0$ition. In: :Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe, in .Algeria and~Uganda, yester­
day's exiles are 'today's free citizens and 
leaders, plaYing a Vital role.in building the 
future of Africa. 

In the past; international support insured 
that yesterday's refugees WOuld not become 
today's refugees. · The world's continued 
nelp will insure that toda.i's refugees are 
not refugees tomotrow. 

Poul Hartling, prime minilter of Denmark 
from 1973 to 1975, is the United NationS high 
commissioner for refugees. 
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Afrika; tragedie - gammel mand holder sit d¢ende barnebarn 
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PO SVETU 

AFRISKI BEGUNCI 

LAHKO BI JIM, MORAMO JIM, 
POMAGATI ... 

.. Qtroci so sedeli na tleh, tesno skupaj in videti je bilo, kot da se skusajo 
ogreti pod strahotno vrocino sovraznega sonca. Sedijo v dolgih, stras­
nih vrstah in cakajo na beden obrok neokusne kase. Ni kricanja, 
nobenega prerivanja, kot je navada pri otrocih. Celo jokajo ne. 

So tako sibki, dane morejo prepoditi,muh, ki se jim usedajo na obraz. 
Molcijo ... " Takih pretresljivih pricevanj;kot so te srhljive besede Leona 
Davice, vodje informacij pri Visokem komisariatu <:a begunce v Zenevi, 
ki je pred mesecema obiskal begunsk<! taborisca v nekaterih afriskih 
drzavah, je nickoliko. Vsak begunec nosi v sebi svojo tragicno usodo, 
vsi pa strahotno agonijo petih milijonov ljudi, polovice begunske skup­
nosti na svetu. 

Za mnoge izmed njih je smrt, ce pride, samo ol<~jsanje. V upanaju na 
boljse zivljenje so se zatekli na tuje. Ubeznike je sprejelo 26 afriskih 
drzav in vecina izmed njih jim je lahko gostoljubno nudila ?golj prazno 
mizo- saj tudi zase veckrat nimajo dovolj. Pogosto begunci cakajo na 
boljsi jutri v taboriscih,pa tudi kar na prostem. 

Podobno je tudi v majhnem Djibutiju, kjer je 12 odstotkov celotnega 
prebivalstva begunskega. Tako tu kot v Somaliji in Sudanu, kjer je pol 
milijona ubeznikov, begunci groze, da bodo paralizirali gospodarstvo 
dezel. Med lacnimi, izcrpanimi, prestrasenimi je najvec, kot po nekaks­
nem strahotnem nenapisanem pravilu, zensk in otrok - od 60 do 85 
odstotkov. 

Najvec jih je na Afri­
skem rogu - dva mili­
jona od petih. V So~ 
maliji, kjer je najvecja 
begunska skupnost na 
svetu, je vsak cetrti 
prebivalec - begunec. 
Za primerjavo navedi­
mo, da je to tako, kot 
ce bi .se Jugoslavija 
naenkrat soocila s 
problemom, kako po­
magati petim milijo­
nom bolnih izcrpanih, 
umirajocih brezdom­
cev. 

Ponekod, tako kot v begunskih taboriscih v Somaliji, je odstotek se 
vecji, kajti vecina fantov in moz se vraca v domovino, v boj .. 



POSVETU 

In vojnam, spopadom ni videti konca, ne resitve, kajti pogosto- kot je v 
Somaliji in Etiopiji- med seboj vojskujoei se noeejo sesti za pogajalsko 
mizo in s skupnimi moemi najti resitev. Zato tudi begunstvu na erni 
celini ni in ni videti konca - tako da stevilo drzav, kjer je beguncev 
stevileno vee kot prebivalcev v marsikateri afriski drzavi, nenehno 
narasea ... Tudi zato ker Afrika brezmoeno trpi se zaradi strasnejse 
nevarnosti - suse, najbujse v zadnjih 50 letih ... 

Napisala: B. DOBERSEK 
Fotografije: 

VISOKI KOMISARIAT 
ZA BEGUNCE, OZN 

Pogosto so zrtve narodnoosvobo­
ditnega boja, kot sta to primer Na­
mibija in Juzna Afrika, pa spopa­
dov med drzavami, vojn po posre­
dnikih in ne nazadnje notranjih 
trenj v posameznih drzavah, ki se 
sproseajo v politienem, plemen­
skem, rasnem, verskem nasilju. 
najbolj nedolzni, najbolj nemoeni, 
najsibkejsi - otroci ... 

Sence moi, zenah, otrok, prestrasenih, obupanih, izerpanih, laenih, 
laenih ... V samo devetih afriskih drzavah jih najmanj se 10 milijonov 
Afrieanov, ki jih k sosedu zene susa. Ta pustosi v najmanj 30 drzavah 
erne celine. Organizacija Zdruzenih narodov za kmetijstvo in prehrano 
FAO trdi, da za lakota trpi·celo 150 f1!ilijonov Afrieanov. 

Najhuje je tam, kjer sta si vojna in 
susa podali roke v svojem mrtva­
skem plesu ... 
Afrika, najmanj razvitain najpoea­
sne]e razvijajoea se izmed vseh 
celin: Afrika, ki se sooea z nepre­
mostljivimi osnovnimi in .druzbe­
nimi tezavami, je vendarle najbolj 
gostoljubna. Sprejme· slehernega 
begunca in mu ponudi vse, kar 
ima - eetudi je to samo nasmeh. 
Neizpodbitno dejstvo je namree, 
da je izme\:l 34 najrevnejsih drzav 
na svetu kar 20 afriskih in 69 od-

1 stotkov Afrieanov letno zasluzi 
manj kot 115 dolarjev. 
Zivotarjenje po taboriseih v niha­
nju med zivljenjem in smrtjo seve­
da ni resitev. Ce je vojn konec, se 
mnogi vraeajo domov - kot na 
primer lani v osvobojeni Zim­
babve. 
Ce ni druge resitve, se begunci 
pogostokrat - jezikovno, etoieno 
in kulturno zelo blizu naroda ki jih 
je sprejel - kratkomalo vkljueijo v 
novo okolje, kot ta-le druzina v 
Keniji. 

Vendar pa - najsi se vrnejo najsi 
ostanejo - pomagati je treba 
vsem, ne glede na splet okolisein, 
ki jih je pognal v beg; pane samo 
njim, tudi deielam, gostiteljicam. 
Na aprilski konferenci o pomoei 
afriskim beguncem v Zenevi je bi­
lo sicer zbranih veliko sredstev­
skoraj 560 milijonov dolarjev, pa 

. vendarle se zdalee ne dovolj. Svet· 
je beguncem nudil samo pol kosa 
kruha, hlebec si je obdrzal zase. 
Dal je pol kosa kruha, da si je 
malce pomiril kljuvajoeo vest- in 
nie vee. 
V tern niajhnem svetu Afrika ni 
vee tam dalee. 
Je tu. pri nas. Kajti ce sosedu po­
gori hisa, ce ga zadene naravna 
nP.sreea, mu pom'-gamo, pa tudi 
on nam bo pomagal, ko bomo v 
stiski. Tako bi moralo biti tiJdi, ko 
gre za ariske begunce. Zavedati 
se namree moramo majh11osti na­
sega sveta, predvsem pa njegove 
soodvisnosti ... 

In za njihov pa tudi nas boljsi jutri 
si moramo prizadevati vsi sku­
paj .. 
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REFUGIES 

Retugies tchadiens s'approvisionnant en eau. 
« C'est toute/a ville de N'Djamena qui a demenage. » 

/Is sont cent mille a avoir fui Ia guerre civile 
tchadienne. Aujourd'hui, ils retournent «chez eux ». 
Pour quelques heures seulement. 

Une journee comme 
le-s autres a Kousseri 
de notre envoye sptfcial au Cameroun, Carlos Moore 

L'air chaud et sec nous brule les· 
narines. Aucun signe de vie dans 
cette savane incroyablement denu­
ctee. Hormis les quelques singes que 
nous aQercevons au loin de temps en 
temps. Ou ces villages minuscules 
d'une dizaine d'habitants que nous 
traversons tous les 60 kilometres. 
Villages fantomes ? On le croirait,. 
n'etaient les mains qui s'agitent sur 
notre passage. Desolant et desole ce 

Nord-Cameroun en saison seche 
(fevrier-mai) et en cette annee de 
secheresse. 

« On y est·! »ann once vtctorieuse­
ment le chauffeur apres quatre 
heures d'une piste poussiereuse et 
cahotante qui, da)ls une Land Rover 
du Haut commissariat des Nations 
unies pour les refugies'(HCR), nous a 
amenes de Maroua (centre du· 
Cameroun). C'est done 9a Kousseri ? 

Nous entrons lentement, longeant 
des maisons en banco (seul le 
quartier « bourgeois » est en dur). 
Jusqu'au mois de mars 1980, Ia ville 
ne comptait pas plus de 12 000 habi­
tants. Depuis, Ia population est 
passee a 115 000. Notre vehicule 
roule sur du sable fin, poussiereux. 
« Quand les pluies tomberont au 
mois de mai-juin, tout ceci deviendra 
un immense bourbier », m'explique 
Pierre Von Gunten, le Suisse de 
36 ans qui est charge des pro­
grammes du HCR a Kousseri. Pour 
!'instant, nous avons droit a de 
violentes rafales d'air chaud et a des 
tourbillons aveuglants de poussiere 
souleves par l'harmattan qui souffle 
du desert tchadien. 

A bord de pirogues 
Nous voici juste en face de 

N'Djamena. On distingue bien Ia 
mosquee, Ia cathedrale, des maisons 
en ruines. La capitale tchadienne est 
a 200 metres seulement, de !'autre 
cote du confluent du Logone et du 
Chari. Et ces refugies, ou sont-ils 
done ? « On y va ! » Je m'attendaisa 
trouver des gens a la mine sinistre. 
C'est dans un eclat de rire general 
que des centaines d'enfants aux yeux 
brillants de vie nous accueillent. lis 
no us encerclent des que nous descen­
dons de voiture et nous tendent leurs 
petites mains. Les adultes ne sont pas 
moins chaleureux. lis parlent facile­
ment. « En mars de l'annee derniere, 
quand les combats ant commence, 
explique Abbeya Abdeljelid, 36 ans, 
ancien meteorologiste de I' ASECNA 
de N'Djamena, nous avons fui par 
milliers a bard de pirogues. >> Beau­
coup avaient deja des parents de 
!'autre cote du Logone-Chari. Les 
moins chanceux ont dil coucher ala 
belle etoile. 

« Les autorites camerounaises ant 
tres vite du faire creuser des puits, 
approvisionner les refugies en eau 
potable en pleine saison seche, 
construire des abris, acheminer des 
vivres et des medicaments », expli­
que Von Gunten. Mais, bien tot 
ctebordees, elles se sont adressees au 
HCR. Les. operations de secours ont 
debute en avril 1980 avec !'envoi de 
I 175 tentes et de 170 tonnes de 
vivres. « Entre avril et decembre 
1980, le HCR a depense 6,5 millions 
de dollars dans ses programmes de 
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secours aux refugiis tchadiens », 
precise Damaso Feci, un Italien de 
42 ans, delegue du HCR au Came­
roun. Et pour 1981 ? « Plus du 
double », precise-t-il. En effet, puis­
que les programmes prevoient 
13,15 millions de dollars. De leur 
cote, les autorites du Cameroun ont 
soumis aux donateurs intematio­
naux un budget de 64 millions de 
dollars correspondant a onze projets 
pour les refugies non tchadiens (le 
Cameroun compte aussi 15 000 re­
fugies equato-guineens, 18 000 cen­
trafricains et 70 namibiens). 

Que fait-on de cet argent a 
Kousseri ? Von Gunten cite des 
chiffres : le HCRa construit une ecole 
primaire pour 4 000 eU:ves (avec 40 
enseignants camerounais, payes par 
leur ministere de !'Education, et 20 
tchadiens, payes par le HCR) ; les 
baraquements en bois ou vivent la 
plupart des refugies ; l'entrepot (avec 
2 500 tonnes de vivres) ; les hopi­
taux de campagne ou reuvrent des 
medecins de toutes les nationalites 
(dedommages parle HCR). « L'annee 
derniere, se souvient Von Gunten, 
une seule epidemie de rougeo/e a 
emporte 3 000 enfants. » 

Le camp, ce sont de longues 
baraques de bois au toit de tole 
ondulee voisinant avec des huttes de 
paille ou des tentes. La gestion est 
assuree par les refugies eux-memes. 
lis ont des porte-parole qu'ils elisent, 
tandis qu'un detachement de l'armee 
camerounaise bivouaque a proximi­
te. Qu'en est-il de l'ordre et de la 
securite ? « Les refugies tchadiens, 
m'explique Von Gun ten, sont un peu 
particu/iers en ce sens que ce sont 
tous des citadins. C'est toute Ia ville 
de N'Djamena, avec ses travailleurs 
et ses bourgeois, mais aussi avec ses 
criminels, ses prostituees, ses voleurs 
qui a demenage. » 

Forte crimina/its 
Les porte-parole reconnaissent un 

taux assez eleve de criminalite. « Les 
vols sont frequents et nous avons 
aussi des crimes », m'avoue Donora­
baye Doungous Moro qui, president 
de la cour d'appel de N'Djamena, est 
actuellement secretaire dans le bu­
reau du HCR de Kousseri. 

II y a aussi des crimes politiques. 
Comme le meurtre de ce partisan 
d'Hisseine Habre, tue en janvier et 
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jete dans le fleuve. « Les gens se 
regroupent spontanement par affini­
tes ethniques et tendances poli(i­
ques », m'explique Cheflengar Ngar, 
34 ans, fonctionnaire, aujourd'hui 
chef de groupe dans le camp. « Sauf 
des bagarres de temps en temps, no us 
crexistons pacifiquement. M ais cha­
cun sait qui est le partisan de qui. )> 

Commerce et trafics 

D'autres, en revanche, ont ete 
contraints d'oublier qui ils ont ete: le 
camp fourmille de has been, des 
gens qui commencent par dire : 
<< J'itais... » Rien ne les distingue 
plus des autres. Antoine Ahanda, 
journaliste a Cameroon Tribune, 
constate : « !Is ont connu /es hon­
neurs, beaucoup ont vecu dans les 
belles villas de N'Djamena. La 
guerre a change fa face de leur vie. 
Un ancien ambassadeur est buche­
ron. Chaque matin, il quitte Kousse-

. ri avec son epouse et coupe du bois 
qu'il revient vendre dans Ia ville. 
D'anciens directeurs generaux de 
sociites sont devenus puiseurs d' eau. 
Des officiers superieurs passent fa 
journee a pecher /e poisson qu'ils 
viennent vendre a Ia tombee de fa 
nuit. » 

Dans le camp, les refugies ne sont 
pas tous Tchadiens. Alphonse Bam­
bo, par exemple, est Centrafricain. II 
travaillait a l'ambassade d'ltalie a 
N'Djamena « quand ~a a commence 
a chauffer entre lesforces d'Hisseine 
et de Goukouni. II y a eKalement 
beaucoup de Togolais, de Maliens, 
de Beninois et de Senegalais, me dit­
il. M ais no us sommes tous dans le 
meme bain. Des gens comme moi 
n'ont pasd'argent pour rentrer chez 
eux. )> 

Les Tchadiens, eux, « rentrent » 
tous les jours. Plutot, ils font 
semblant de rentrer. Chaque matin, 
Ia rive camerounaise du Logone est 
noire de monde. On s'y bouscule 
pour prendre place a bard des 
dizaines de pirogues qui vont et 
viennent entre les deux rives. « lis 
partent le matin pour al/er voir leur 
famille, leur ancienne maison parfois 
en ruines et aussi pour faire du 
commerce, puisque tout manque a 
N'Djamena )>, m'apprend Ahmed 
Dambi, jeune Sara de 22 ans, parti­
san de Kamougue. Vendent-ils des 

vivres qu'ils rec;oivent du HCR? 
« Ah ! ~a. c'est possible. M ais je ne 
peux pas l'affirmer. » 

En tout cas, la vie des refugies de 
Kousseri n'est pas exempte de trafic. 
Plus de la moitie des commerc;ants 
sont des Tchadiens et, paralt-il, ne 
font pas de cadeaux ! Les prix des 
denrees de premiere necessite sont en 
hausse constante : en trois mois, le 
sac de riz de IOO kg est passe de 
12 000 a 17 000 F CFA. Mais les 
refugies accusent surtout des detail­
lants camerounais et meme certains 
fonetionnaires. lis sont Ia environ 
deux cents a raconter tous ces 
malheurs. « Vous pouvez citer nos 
noms si vous voulez. N ous ne 
men tons pas. N ous voulons que [le 
president] Ahidjo sache ce qui se 
passe ici >;, clame l'un d'entre eux. 
Un autre enchaine, bruyamment 
approuve par I' ensemble : « Pendant 
au mains six mois, nous avons du 
payer toute notre nourriture comp­
tant. La situation a change, mais if y 
a toujours des abus. >> lis ajoutent 
qu'il y a eu des protestations. 

Jusqu'a quand? 
Le crepuscule descend sur !e 

Logone. Au loin, Ia voix plaintive 
d'un muezzin. Des dizaines de 
pirogues glissent sur l'eau. Les 
refugies reviennent de N'Djamena 
qu'ils ont quittee avant le couvre-feu, 
Scene etonnante que celle de ces 
hommes et de ces femmes « ren­
trant » au camp dans une bruyante 
gaiete apres avoir passe Ia journee 
« chez eux )>. Sont-ils toujours des 
refugies ? Combien de temps encore 
les autorites camerounaises 
tolereront-elles ces allees et venues ? 
<< Nous ne voulons pas les forcer a 
rentrer, mais notre but n'est pas non 
plus de les installer au Cameroun », 
explique M. Bello Bouba, secretaire 
general adjoint a la presidence. 
« Notre seul souhait est qu'ils puis­
sent regagner leur maison en toute 
quietude. » 

Quelques Camerounais sont car­
rement hostiles. En general pour­
taut, m'ont affirme les representants 
du HCR,les Camerounais ont ete tres 
accueillants et comprehensifs. Le 
sentiment de l'homme de Ia rue se 
rapproche de celui exprime par un 
Kousserois de souche : « Apres tout, 
ce sont nos freres. >> D 
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HOLD FOR RELEASE 
6:00 P.M. EST 
Saturday, March 7, 1981 

REFUGEES: THE NEW POLITICS OF DISPLACEMENT 

The 1980s may become known as "the decade of the refugees," said a new study 

released in Washington today by Worldwatch Institute. There are currently about 16 

million refugees in the world, and a quick reduction in their numbers is unlikely. 

Resolution of the problem calls for new levels of cooperation among nations. 

"It is easy to pinpoint several troubled regions capable of producing addi-

tional thousands of refugees at the drop of a hat--or the squeeze of a trigger," 

said Kathleen Newland, author of Refugees: .The New International Politics of Dis­

placement. "A fundamental change of approach to the problem may be required. Refugee 

crises have been treated as isolated, unpredictable upheavals, much like natural 

disasters. Yet it is becoming discouragingly clear that the presence of refugees 

is in fact characteristic of violent confrontation today." 

CONTACT: 
Bruce Stokes 
(202) 452-1999 

-- more --

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036, U.S.A. 
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CULTURE 

Assistance medicale aux refugies somaliens. Pres de Ia moitie de /'aide disparait. 

68 

/Is sont cinq millions en Afrique,dans des pays 
souvent au bord de Ia faillite. Et /'aide internationale, 

deja insuffisante, est parfois detournee. 

T riste evidence : sur les 10 mil­
lions d'etres qui, par le monde, 
ont fui leur pays pour echap­

per a la guerre ou a des persecutions 
diverses, 5 millions (la moitie) sont 
des Africains. « Cela tient directe­
ment ou indirectement au colonia­
/isme et a d'autres jleaux du meme 

de notre envoye special Carlos Moore 

genre », a explique M. Edem Kodjo, 
secretaire general de lbUA. Mais le 
gros des refugies vient de ·pays 
independants depuis au m6ins vingt 
ans ! 

Le sort des refugies africains a ete 
juge assez « alarmant »pour justifier 
une concertation internationale. La 

conference se tiendra les 9 et 10 avril 
a Geneve, siege du Haut commissa"' 
riat des Nations unies pour les 
refugies (HeR), sous les auspices des 
Nations unies. et de lbUA. Sorte de 
preambule a cette reunion, leHCR a 
offert a 25 journalistes de Ia presse 
internationale d~ se rendre com pte 
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sur place en une tournee qui, du 4 au 
21 fevrier, nous a conduits dans des 
camps de refugies au Cameroun, en 
Somalie, en Ethiopie et au Zimbab­
we. 
Derriere tout cela se profile l'incapa­
cite ou se trouvent les gouverne­
ments africains, pour Ia plupart en 
proie a une crise economique grave, 
de subvenir aux besoins des refugies 
qu'ils hebergent. A quai s'ajoute le 
fait que le HCR , lui, manque de 
fonds : « La survie des refugies 
semble assuree pour le premier 
trimestre 1981, indique-t-on a Ge­
neve, mais pas au-de/a. » 

En fevrier, a !'issue d'une tournee 
au Soudan et a Djibouti, M. Paul 
Hartling, ancien Premier ministre 
danois devenu en 1978 « patron » du 
HCR , s'est dit « impressionne » par 
l'ampleur que prend le probleme en 
Afrique. L'ensemble des program­
mes du HCR pour 1981, precise­
t-il, necessite 335 millions de dollars 
alors que"l'organisation ne dispose 
que de 80 millions. Pour les seuls 
refugies africains, il faudrait, d'apres 
les calculs de li.J~ICEF, au mains 
I 00 millions de dollars cette an nee. 

u n autre phenomene reduit en­
core ces pauvres efforts : le detour­
nement de !'aide. T ous les mois, des 
centaines (voir des milliers) de 
tonnes de vivres, dont l'emballage 
porte Ia mention « aide alimentaire 
aux refugies », se retrouvent sur les 
marches. Le HCR se refuse a designer 
les pays les plus fautifs- susceptibi­
lite des Etats oblige ! On se borne a 
denoncer le phenomene en termes 
generaux. Mais les executants des 
programmes se risquent parfois a 
reveler l'etendue des detournements. 

Ainsi, pour le Cameroun au debut 
des operations de secours des refu­
gies tchadiens. C'est en Somalie, 
affirme-t-on pourtant, que Ia situa­
tion est Ia plus grave, puis au 
Soudan. Deux pays qui abritent 
respecti'vement I ,5 million et 
500 000 refugies venant taus d'E­
thiopie. 

Selon les specialistes du HCR, le 
seuil « normal», tolerable, des pertes 
est fixe a 3 % par mois (vols, 
deterioration des vivres, accidents de 
transbordement, etc.). C'est le 
handling loss. Alors qu'en Somalie 
on aurait enregistre 40 % a 60 % 
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dans certains campements ! << Des 
camions entiers disparaissent regu­
lierement sur les routes », apprend­
on a Mogadiscio ou !'on chuchote 
meme que les vivres volatilises sont 
destines a... l'armee ! Ce contre 
quoi s't~levent avec force les autori­
tes : « Accusations irresponsables et 
sans fondement », s'indigne Ahmed 
Yacine, l'un des responsables de Ia 
Commission nationale pour les refu­
gies. 

L es dctournements s'operent en 
general grace a un reseau de compli­
citcs qui commence au port de 
debarquement pour finir dans Ia 
boutique du detaillant du coin. 
Jusqu'a quel niveau de l'Etat faut-il 
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rechercher les complicites ? La­
dessus, les responsables du HCR 
res tent muets. Mais comment conce­
voir que dans des pays ou le controle 
et Ia surveillance des populations 
sont assez bien assures, les autorites 
ignorent tout. Alors qu'un pareil 
trafic exige des connivences actives 
dans les services des .douanes, des 
transports et de' la police ? 

L a protection de !'aide internatw­
nale aux refugies, son acheminement 
jusqu'aux campements ou 5 millions 
d'Africains (hommes, femmes et 
enfants) vivent dans une totale 
detresse, seront sans doute un sujet 
epineux sur lequel Ia conference de 
Geneve devra se pencher. D 

Source : gouvernement des pays concernes et tiCR. 
NB : Ces chiffres concernant les retugies recenses. lis ne tiennent pas compte des 
personnes deplacees a l'interieur d'un pays (2.4 millions pour Ia seule Ethiopie), ni 
des retugies qui ont regagne leur pays et qui beneficient cependant de l'aide 
internationale. 
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LA SOMALIE MENACEE PAR 
ONE GRAVE SECBERESSE 

POUR UNE POPULATION DE 4 MILLIONS D'HABITANTS, IL Y A DEJA 2 
MILLIONS DE REFUGIES. ET IL EN VIENT ENCORE 

MOGADISCIO, 12 Fevrier 
(AFP). - Dans le large lit de 
l'oued asseche, au pied du 
camp de refugies d' Agabar, 
des femmes creusent de leurs­
mains nues des trous dans le 
sable pour atteindre l'eau qui 
servira a Ia fois a Ia consom­
mation eta Ia lessive. 

Au camp de Las Dhurre, 
non loin de Ia, deux ·•Volon­
taires du progres» ne savent 
pas si les graines semees fin 
janvier, dans leurs mini­
jardins du desert. pourront 
E;ermer. L'eau extraite grace 
a une pompe solaire, don 
d'une organisation caritative 
allemande, est chichement 
repartie entre les 73.000 habi­
tants du camp et l'arrosage 
des plants d'oignons ou de 
tomales risque de leur appa­
ra!tre com me un gaspillage. 

Une grave secheresse me­
nace a nouveau Ia Somalie. 
Trois mois plus tot que 
prevu, les deux grands fleu­
ves du sud, le Juba et le 
Shebelle (ou Chebeli) sont a 
sec et, dans Ia region d'Har­
geisa, au nord-ouest, oj) se 
trouvent Agabar et Las 
Dhurre, Ia nappe d'eau a 
dangereusement baisse. 

Dans les trois camps de 
Coriolei, au sud de Mogadis­
CIO, ou vivent plus de 60.000 
personnes. il a deja fallu faire 
appel a des camions-citernes 
et a Ia generosite de plan­
tPurs de bananes italiens qui 
disposent de pJits. Mais en­
core faut-il avoir des vehicu­
les et !'essence necessaire. 
Or, Ia raffinerie de Mogadis­
cio ne fonctionne plus. 
Construite pour trailer le 
b·ut irakien. e!lc ne re<.;oit 
plus de petrole depuis plu­
sJe-urs mois. en raison de la 
guerre. 

A court de 
devises 

La Somalie. a court de de­
vises etrangeres, a dO· s'a­
dresser aux pays amis du 
Go I fe. ou acheter sur le 
marche iibre. L'essence 
comme l'eau est chichement 
ration nee. 

Un programme de forage 
de puits, finance par !'UNI­
CEF. le HCR et des organisa­
tions caritatives, ne com­
mencera qu'en a\'rii, a Ia sai­
son des pluies. 

La Somalle. l'une des na­
tions les plus desheritees, est. 
apres le Pakistan. le pays qui 
compte le plus de refugies. 
Pour une population de 
quatre millions d'habitants 
environ. Ia commission na­
tionale des refugies recensait 
le ler jan\'ier 1.200.000 refu­
gies dans une quarantaine de 
camps. Elle estimait egale­
ment a 800.000 le nombre de 

refugies vivant au sein de Ia 
population. 

L'afflux de nouveaux arri­
vants ne se tarit pas. Plusieurs 
v agues de refugies ven ant 
d'Ethiopie ont deferle sur Ia 
Somalie au cours des der­
nieres annees. victimes de Ia 
secheresse comme en 1973-
74 et aussi en 1980, victimes 
de Ia guerre de I'Ogaden en 
1977-78 et de Ia poursuite des 
activites militaires clans 1'0-
gaden ou le Front de libera­
tion de Ia Somalie occiden­
tale se bat pour obtenir le 
droit a l'autodetermination. 

La majorite d'entre eux est 
d'ethnie somali, comme Ia 
population du pays. Selon un 
medecin franc;ais qui a tra­
vaille dans Ia province du 
Gedo, certains sont des Oro­
mas, venant des lointaines 
province~ ethiopiennes de 
Bale et Sidano. 

Les ravages de Ia 
malnutrition 

En prive, les responsables 
du haul-commissariat aux 
refugies estiment que ces 
chiffres sont «gonfli!s~ de 
25"'o en vi ron et parfois pi us 
selon les camps et les 
regions. Le recensement est 
fait par les autorites soma­
liennes qui manquent de ca­
dres et de moyens pour le 
mener a bien. De plus, le 
nomadisme de Ia popula­
tion ignore Ia rigueur des 
statistiques. 

Les refugies sont en, e­
gistn:;s a leur arrivee mais 
non a leur depart. Dans le 
nord-ouest. il~ ont tend<>nce 
a aller d'un camp a !'autre. 
Les deces ne sont pas enre­
gistres en general. 

250 etrangers, de toutes 
nationalites, travaillent pour 
les organisations caritatives 
en Somalie, a cote des 
agences specialisees. des Na­
tions Unies, mais ils n'ont pas 
les moyens de mener a bien 
un recensement. 

Leurs competences ne sont 
pas toujours autant mises a 
profit que leur bonne vo­
lonte, tel ce psychiatre 
americain qui passe son 
temps a distribuer de Ia 
bouillie ou cet etudiant en 
psychologie, nomme coordi· 
nateur du HCR a Hargeisa ou 
il a Ia responsabilite de 
250.000 personnes. Un educa­
teur hollandais vient d'arri· 
ver pour !'aider a a~sumer 
cette tache ecrasante. 

Un medecin qui avait 
mene une campagne de vac­
cination dans un camp affir­
mait recemment que le 
chiffre officiel des refugies 
etait quatre fois plus eleve 
que sa propre estimation. 
Pourtant, ajoutait-il, Ia nour-

riture distribuee est tout 
juste suffisante et Ia malnu­
trition fait des ravages, sur­
tout chez les jeunes en fants. 

Assistes a vie? 

Comme en Asie du sud­
est, comme partout" ou des­
catastrophes sevissent, une 
partie de !'aide est detournee. 
Ce n'est pas un phenomene 
propre a Ia 1 Somalie et ce 
medecin se plaignait que les 
refugies somaliens n'interes­
saient personne alors que Ia 
Thailande avait ete «arrosee 
d'une pluie de dollars~. 

80% des habitants des 
camps sont des femmes et 
des enfants. Les hommes 
sont restes dans I'Ogaden 
pour garder le betail - _lors­
qu'il en reste - ou pour se 
battre. Mais to us ne prennent 
pas le fusil volontairement et 
les ber:evoles qui travaillent 
dans les camps font etat de 
rafles. Interroge a propos de 
l'enrolement de personnes 
ayant le statut de refugies, le 
representant adjoint du 
HCR, M. Tom Barns, s'est 
borne a repondre: «Nous 
avons fait connaitre nos vues 
au gouvernemenh, 

Mais le probleme le plus 
grave qui se pose, a cote de Ia 
survie immediate et de Ia 
secheresse, est celui de l'ave­
nir de ces centaines de mil­
Hers de personnes. Certaines, 
comme a Coriollei, sont Ia 
depuis 1974. 

Le camp d' Agabar, etabli 
depuis plus "de deux ans deja, 
sur un plateau de rocaille, au 
bord de Ia ·mauvaise piste qui 
conduit a Djibouti, a pris les 
allures d'un tres gros village. 
Les huttes de branchages re­
couvertes de nattes ou de 
baches sont plus grandes 
qu'ailleurs et entourees sou­
vent d'un petit enclos d'epi­
neux. Pas d'alignement 
deprimant au cordeau 
comme dans les nouveaux 
camps. Mais sont-ils Ia, as­
sistes a vie?. 

A Las Dhurre, un mini­
marche s'est cree. spon­
tanement. On peut y acheter 
une poignee de tomates, de 
l'encens, du cafe venu d'Ethio­
phie, du tabac et meme du 
chewing-gum. Accroupies 
par terre, les femmes etalent 
sur des paniers leurs maigres 
produits, fruit d'une 
economie rudimentaire mais 
recreant un semblant de vie 
villageoise. 

Une mosquee au 
camp 

Elles ont economise sur 
leurs rations, ou u n parent a 
Hargeisa leur avance une 
somme. U:n jour, peut-i~tre, 

elles pourront racheter quel­
ques chevres avec les sous 
gagnes. Une petite boutique 
vend meme du coca, des sty­
los, des lames de rasoir, une 
autre est une dea shop• ou 
I' on sert du the ou des pates. 

Les enfants vendent du 
bois qu'ils sont alles cher­
cher a des kilometres de Ia, 
de plus en plus loin, car une 
si forte concentration. htj­
mame sur cette terre ande 
fait progresser le desert. 
Lorsqu'on interroge les res­
ponsables somaliens sur l'a­
venir de ces desherites, ils 
repondent qu'ils doivent un 
jour revenir «Chez eux•: Mais 
quand? La plupart ont perdu 
leurs troupeaux, Ia seche­
resse sevit et il n'y a aucune 
solution en vue au probleme 
du con flit de I'Ogaden. 

En attendant, de nouveaux 
camps continuent a s'ouvrir 
le long de Ia frontiere, for­
mant une zone-tampon entre 
Ia Somalie et I'Ethiopie qui 
parfois effectue des raids 
aeriens. 

Les projets de reconver­
sion ou d'integration de ces 
nomades sont plutot symboli­
ques et les organisations in­
ternaticmales sont debordees 
par !'afflux des nouveaux ar­
rivants. 

Au camp de Las Dhurre, 
Jacques et Maurice, deux 
Franc;ais, Volontaires du 
Progres, ont lance un mini­
projet agricole (35.000 dol­
lars) finance par le .HCR. Sur 
un hectare, divise en cinq 
mini-jardins, ils plantent des 
legumes. Cet effort parait 
derisoire, dix personnes en 
tout pour biner les chaux, 
mais il a valeur de symbole et 
d'exemple. Avec des puits 
assez profonds - si Ia nappe 
le petmet - et des pompes, 
on peut faire nousser quel­
que chose darts le ·desert. 
Maurice, qui auparavant s'oc­
cupait de Ia culture de hari­
cots verts au Kenya pour 
!'exportation, a meme reussi 
!'exploit d'obtenir des fram­
boises dans le jardin de Ia 
«Maison franc;aise• d'Hargei­
sa: certainement les pre­
mieres framboises de Soma­
lie. 

D'autres volontaires s'oc­
cupent d'un projet de 
construction en dur: ils edi­
fient des magasins pour en­
treposer Ia nourriture en es­
sayant de faire participer les 
refugies a leur effort. Mais le 
fosse est enorme entre leur 
bonne volonte et les desirs de 
ces derniers. Lorsque les 
deux Fran«;ais ont demande 
quelle etait Ia construction 
pri0ritaire, les refugies ont 1 

reclame une mosquee. II y a 
maintenant une mosquee au 
camp de Las Dhurre. 
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Bthiopie: 
si•ion ambigui 

Vastes programmes 
de soutien 
aux refugies 

Avec ses trente millions d'ha­
bitants composant une mo­
saique de peuples divers re­
partis sur 1 ,3 million de kilo­
metres carres, I'Ethiopie oc­
cupe en Afrique une position 
importante, au· confluent agi-

MALHEUREUSEMENT pour 
l'Ethiopie, la c~njonction, q~ }ll 
longue s~chere'sse du dlbut des 
atmees 70. et .tl'lirie revolution 
.qui jeta bas le regime desarti· 
cule de l'empereur Haile Selas­
sie, vieilli et incapable de se 
.debarrasser de sa gangue £eo­
dale, fit que le berceau de 
l'Ethiopie nouvelle ne fut pas 
qu'entoure de bonnes fees. 

· Les charrettes sanglantes de la 
premiere purge de 1974 debar­
rasserent la capitale des ele­
ments royalistes et moderes; 
la terreur rouge de 1977-1978 fit 
d'innombrables morts a Addis­
Abeoa en particulier (on parle 
de 50 000 jeunes victimes), ce 
qui illustra a nouveau cette 
realite qui veut que depuis Ro­
bespierre, la revolution est can­
nibale, car elle finit toujours 
par manger ses enfarits. En 

te des lnter6ts economlco-: 
strategiquq .amerlcains et 
russes qui s'opposent en par­
ticulier dans !'ocean lndlen, 
Ia mer Rouge, le Moyen­
Orient. Un recent voyage en 
Ethiopie et en Somalie lalsse 
a !'auteur de ces lignes Ia 
nette impression que Ia potl­
tique ambigue poursuivie par 
les militaires . au pouvoir a 
Addis-Abeba ne sert pas for .. 
cement les interAts de Ia 
region. 

Ethtopie, la revolution fut re­
cupen~e par Jes militaires ~u 
nom de deux poussiereusea fi. 
gures europeenne$ · iss':les du 
XIXe siecle europeen: Marx et 
Engels, dont les portraits geants 
anachroniques sont exhibes 
dans la capitate de ce pays. 
11 faut reconnaitre que· f'Ethio­
pie a ete abandonnee par 1'0~­
cident avec lequel elle avatt 
pourtant des liens tres anciens. 
Empire disloque par les negli­
gences d'un regime qui ne_ s~ 
souciait guere que de ses pl'IVI­
leges et de la suprematie de 
l'ethnie amhara, ravage ici par 
la secheresse, la par le sous­
developpement et !'abandon des 
provinces, l'Ethiopie etait sou­
mise a des effets centrifuges se 
manifestant par les tentatives 
de secession poursuivies par 
divers mouvements de libera­
tion de la province erythreen­
ne soutenus selon les tendances 
par des pays desireux de faire 
de Ia mer Rouge une zone pu­
rement arabe, ou appuyes par 
l'URSS pour contrer r.lans cette 
meme zone les interets occiden-. 
taux. Sur l'autre frontiere, 
l'agression par la Somalie 
«marxiste», avec l'aide de 
l'URSS, de cette terre des no­
mades qu'est l'Ogaden, fut sur 
le point de reussir. 
L'Ethiopie ne put qu'accueillir 
avec satisfaction !'abrupt vira­
~e de la politique de Mo_scou, 
qui abandonna son alliance 
avec la Somalie (dont le port 
militaire de Berbera amenage 
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par l'URSS sert maintenant a la 
US Navy) pour porter sa bien­
veillance opportuniste sur Ad­
dis•Abeba. 
Aujourd'hui, !'unite geographi­
que du pays, si elle a ete reta­
blie avec l'aide de troupes 
etrangeres, n'est pas encore to­
talement consolidee. Une cer· 
taine insecurite est encore rna· 
nifeste: le couvre-feu reste en 
vigueur, les transports routiers 
ne sont possibles qu'en convois 

' proteges dans certaines regions. 
On ne voyage pas Ia nuit en 
Erythree notamment. Les de­
ploiements militaires n'ont pas 
cesse dans .J'Ogaden. Si, dans 
l'interieur, le visiteur est sen­
sible aux bienfaits de la re­
forme agraire, il remarquera 
les difficultes des fermes collec­
tives et des industries nationa­
lisees par rapport aux secteurs 
demeures prives, qui fonction­
nent infiniment mieux. · Au 
sein du gouvernement, on ne 
peut pas parler de lutte de ten­
dances: le secteur des techno­
crates, qui voit bien par ou pe­
che l'organisation economique 
du pays, ne semble pas encore 

avoir reussi a persuad~r les mi­
litaires du gouvernement pro­
visoire, encore que les premie­
res offres d'indemnisation pour 
mltionalisation viennent pour la 
premiere fois d'etre proposees 
par Addis-Abeba. Elles s'expli­
queraient par le besoin qu'e­
prouve l'Ethiopie de faire appel 
a l'aide internationale d'un 
montant de 750 millions de dol­
lars, auxquels s'ajouterait la 
fourniture d'un million de ton­
nes de prodtiits alimentaires, 
pour resoudre le probleme du 
rapatriement de plusieurs cen­
taines de milliers de refugies 
ethiopiens et de l'etablissement 
de 2,2 millions de personnes 
deplacees a l'ipterieur du pays. 
En effet, un demi-million 
d'Ethiopiens se trouvent au 
Soudan et, a la suite d'une 
amnistie, ils pourront retour­
ncr chez eux si des structures 
d'accueil (enseignement profes­
sioimel, postes de travail, ter­
res, alimentation) peuvent etre 
amenagees. Par ailleurs, une 
quarantaine de camps en So­
malie abritent en ce moment 
quelque 1 million 350 000 refu­
gies pour la plupart nomades 
de .l'Ogaden deranges par les 
operations militaires ou. !'inten­
se secheresse. lei, les rapatrie­
ments librement consentis vers 
l'Ethiopie sont encore rares, 
mais si la paix et la stabilite 
devaient s'instaurer dans cette 
region a bout de souffle, les ur­
gents travaux d'infrastructure 
(puits, amenagements agricoles, 
reconstitution des troupeaux de 
dromadaires, moutons, chevres 
et vaches) pourraient etre en­
trepris de part et d'autre de la 
frontiere. Pour le moment, le 
Haut-Commissariat de l'ON.U 
pour les refugies est eng~g¢ en 
Ethiopie et en Somalie dans 
d'immenses programmes de 
soutien aux refugies, dont Ia 
survie depend effectivement de 
l'assistance internationale. · 
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Afrika dreigt te bezwijken 
onder zijn vluchtelingenlast 

Aan de andere kant zegt Door onze redacteur 
KOERT LINDIJER 

GEN'S:VE, 11 april - De 
cljfers spreken boekdelen. 
Van elke twee vluchtellngen 
op de wereld is er Mn Afrl· 
kaan. Van de vljf mlljoen 
vluchtelin~en In Afrika be· 
staat 60 procent uit vrouwen 
en klnderen. Elf Afrikaanse 
Ianden die tot de allerarmste 
In de wereld behoren zijn op· 
geacheept met 2,5 mlljoen 
vluchtelingen. In Somalie blj· 
voorbeeld, waar meer dan 1,5 
miljoen Ethioplera naartoe 
zljn getrokken, maken de 
vluchtellngen nu een kwart 
van de totale bevolklng ult. 

Het Afrikaanse continent, 
dat toch al zwaarder dan 
welk werelddeel ook wordt 
getroffen door de economl· 
ache crisis, dreigt te bezwij· 
ken onder de extra last ver· 
oorzaakt door de vluchtelin· 
gen en ontheemden. In de 
woorden van de secretaris·~e· 
neraal van de Organisatle 
van Afrlkaanse Eenheid 
(OAE), Edem Kodjo: "Aan 
het einde van deze eeuw zal 
Afrika ofwel zijn gespaard of 
volledig vernietigd." 

De humanitaire kant van 
het vluchtelingenprobleem is 
zo alarmerend dat de Wester· 
se en Afrikaanse delegatles 
op de Internationale conferen· 
tie voor hulp aan vluchtelln~ 
gen in Afrika (lcara) die de 
afgelopen twee da~en in Ge· 
neve werd gehouden, er wei­
nlg problemen mee hadden 
eventjes hun politieke me­
ningsverschillen naar het 
tweede plan te schuiven. AI­
leen de term apartheid viel 
regelmatlg in de redevoerin· 
gen van' de afgevaardigden. 
Waarmee de belangrijkste 
oorzaak van bet Afrikaanse 
vluchtellngenprobleem, na· 
melijk de oorlogen in zwart 
Afrika zelf, onbesprolten 
bleef. 

Op ·het ogenblik woeden er 
niet rninder dan vijf oorlo~en 
op bet · Afrikaanse continent: 
de onafhankelljkheidsoorlog 
in· de Ethiopische provincie 
Eritrea en Tigray, de guerril· 
Ia in de Ethiopische Ogaden 
en de daarmee samenhans-en· 
de vijandelijkheden met So· 
mane, de op een laag niveau 
doorgaande burgeroorlog in 
Tsjaad en de oorlogen in de 
Westelijke Sahara en Nami· 
bte. 

Het grootste deel van de 

1.. Marokko 500 
2. Algerije 52.000 
3. Egypte 5.000 
4. Nigeria 110.000 
5. Senegal 5.000 
6. Soedan 490.000 
7. Ghana 200 
8. Centraal 

Afrikaanse Rep. 7.000 
9. Kameroen 266.000 

10. Oeganda 112.400 
11. Gabon 30.000 
12. Zaire 400.000 
13. Djibouti 42,()00 
14. Ethiopie 11.000 

vluchtelingen in Afrika zit in 
de Hoorn. Ten minste twee 
miljoen Ethiopiers bevinden 
zlch in miserabele omstan· 
digheden als vluchteling in de 
buurlanden Somalie, Soedan 
en Djibouti. 

In· Etbiopie zelf is nog een 
relatief klein aantal Soedane· 
se vlucbtelingen. 

De' Ethiopiscbe afgevaar· 
dlgde Shimelis Adugna vroeg 
op de conferentle 55 mlljoen 
dollar aan extra bulp om te·. 
rugkerende vlucbtelingen uit 
de buurlanden te kunnen her· 
vestigen. Vol~ens Adugna zijn 
sinds de· afkondiging van een 
amnestle vorig jaar al 151.000 
vluchtelingen teruggekeerd 
en het regime verwacht ~r in 
de komende tijd nog 268.000. 

Be twist 
Volgens de Ethioplsche re· 

gering worden deze cljfers 

15. Somal iii 1.540.000 
16. Kenia 3.500 
17. Rwanda 10.150 
18. Burundi 234.590 
19. Tanzania 140.000 
20. Angola 73.000 
21. Zambia 33.500 
22. Mozambique 100 
23. Botswana 3.400 
24. Swazi rand 10.000 
25. lesotho 10.000 

Totaal 3.589.340 
Bron: Regeringen 
gastheer Ianden 

gen als bet Oromo Bevrij· 
dingsfront in het zulden van 
bet land en de guerrlllabewe· 
gingen in Tigray en Eritrea 
daarentegen betwlsten deze 
cijfers ,;n zeggen dat de Et· 
hiopisclle regering bewust 
een vluchtellngenprobleem 
beeft gecreeerd. 

Zij menen dat de heersende 
Ambaren bet 1and kolonise· 
ren, de andere stammen op de 
vlucht drijven en vervolgens 
om vlucbtellngenbulp vragen. 
De uitlatingen van de Ethio· 
pische delegatie over de te­
rugkerende vluchtelingen 
werden door de SomaUsche 
afvaardiging op de conferen· 
tie met hoongelach ~~roet. 

~..,.. delegatielid zei desge­
VJTaagd: .,De EthiopH~rs kun· 
nen wei alle~~· beweren. Zij 
kunnen direct -een miljoen 
vluchtelingen van· ons terug· 
krijgen ala ze .dat willen. 
Maar wU merken er niets van 

Ethiopie weer dat Somalie 
het aantal Ethiopische vluch· 
telingen op zijn grondgebied 
overdrijft om extra geld bin· 
nen te halen en bovendien de 

aandacht van de wereld te 
trekken voor bet politieke 
problecm van de etniscbe So· 
mailers in de Ogaden. 

Djibouti 
· Een lar:td dat niet direct bij 

het Etbiopisch-Somalische 
conflict om de Ogaden is be· 
trokken maar wei de gevol· 

• gen ervan draagt is het staat· 
je Djibouti aan de Rode Zce. 
Nauwelijks onafhankeUjk van 
Frankrijk heeft Djibouti te 
maken met f2.000 vluchte· 
lingn uit de ·Etbiopiscbe O~a· 
den en de provi·ncte rond Ad· 
dis Abeba. Het land ligt bo· 
venop in de uitgestrekte zone 
van oost-Afrika waar de erg· 
ste droogte sinds vijftien jaar 
bee~;st. VluchteUngenkinderen 
ontvangen daarom slechts 
een kopje water per dag. 

Een VN-functionaris die 
anoniem wilde blijven sprak 
gisteren er zijn teleurstelllng 
over uit, dat Parijs, dat dui· 
zenden mllitairen in het laDd 
beeft gelegerd vanwege de 
strategiscbe llggln~ aan de 
Rode Zee, zo weinig bijdraagt 
aan de oplossing van bet 
vluchtellngenprobleem in zijn 
voormallge kolonie. 

Andere grote concentraties 
van vluchtelingn .in Afrika 
zijn el' in Soedan, dat aan 
vrijwel al zijn landsgrenzen 
al tien jaar lang wordt over· 
stroomd met vluchtenden. 
,Pnlangs voegden zich bier 
nog ruim 10.000 Tsjadiers bij. 

Op de conferentie in Geneve · 
is niet aan bod gekomen wat 
misschien wei ·de grootste 
tragedie van Afrika ls, name· 
lijk . de miljoenen die in hun 
eigen land blootstaan aan het· 
zelfde lot als de vluchtelingen 
maar niet deze status hebben. 

Volgens Unicef, bet Kinder· 
fonds van de Verenigde Na· 
ties, gaat bet om ten minste 
17 mlljoen mensen. De orga· 
·nisatie bekommert zich voor· 
al om deze slachtoffers van 
burgeroorlog en droogte · eh 
nam bljvoorbeeld onlang~ de 
hulpoperaties in het Karamo· 
ja-gebied van Oeganda over. 



Human rights 
day is 
marked 

THE 32th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights day was 
celebrated on the day the 
people of Uganda were polling 
in the first general elections 
after more than 10 years. 
The Human Riglits Day, every 
year is one of the most 
important days on tbe 
calender of nations through­
out the world. 

It was olfDecember 10,1948 
that the UN General Assembly 
unanimously .adopted the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, a document 
that is today one of the most 
cherished that has ever been 
written. 

The declaration is a 
comprehensive compilation of 
the rights to which every 
individual, and all people are 
entitled as human beings, 
without distinction as to race 
sex, language or creed. ' 

The declaration has there­
fore, been considered a 
required reading for all 
people; and towards this end 
it has been reproduced and 
reprin.ted in millions of copies, 
and .In many languages, 
including Kiswphi/i through­
out the world. 

The declaration has been 
the subject of many scholarly 
studies and reviews, and it has 
made the widespread aware­
ness, among all sections of the 
people, on the rights to which 
they are entitled, and which 
therefore they· may observe 
and defend, both for themse­
lves and for their fellow men 
and women. 

Many governments throug­
hout the world have adopted 
the universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, either in some 
of~ts parts orin its totality,and 
wntten its provisions into their 
own statutes guaranteeing the 
human rights of their subjects. 

Among the rights enshrined 
in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights are those 
which relate to: Individual 
rights - the right of the person 
to life, not to be subjected to 
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to~ture ~nd also the right to a 
fatr tnal; the political 
expression and information· 
t~e Sociq{,rJght~.s..l.lcb. ~ th~. 
nght to health, employment 
proper housing and shelter: 
and cultural rights -such as th~ 
·right to education. 

One of the most important 
human rights related issues 
that is before the international 
community at this moment is 
th~ refugee problem in Africa. 
With a refugee population of 
five million, the continent' of 
Africa today has the largest 
number of. refugees in the 
world. · 

The international commu­
nity is concerned not only with 
the massive incidence and 
proliferation of the refugee 
·problem but also about how to 
realize more effectively for 
these growing numbers of 
deprived and the distressed 
people their rights to protect­
JOn and resettlement in a 
continent that is fraught with 
ma.ny political and especially 
senous economic difficulties. 

As early as 1948, the UN 
General Assembly decided 
that "refugees and displaced 
persons _should be assisted by 
InternatiOnal action, either to 
return to their countries of 
nationality or former habitual 
residence, or to find new 
homes elsewhere." 

It is in this context that the 
UN. ~neral Assembly has 
dunng Jts current 35th session 
in New York, called for the 
convening of an International 
Conference to Mobilize 
Assistance for Refugees in 
Africa. . 

The confererree to beheld at 
the ministerial level on April 
9 and 10 next year in Geneva 
will focus attention ·on th~; 
plight of refugees in Africa 
and is expected to realiz~ 
higher levels of commitment 
by governments and ~pies 
throughout the world to share 
the heavy refugee burden 
which the Black continent is 
cur~ently largely shouldering 
on Its own. 



Une urgente demande d'assistance 
l'achat de vehicules. Lorsque 
les refugies retournent dans 
leur region natale, il devien­
nent des rapatries qu'il faut en 
outre aider par des fournitures 
d'articles a usage domestique. 

Leserrants On doit appuyer des projets 
'd'assistance a !'infrastructure, 
qui sont deja du domaine de 
!'aide au developpement, mais 
toujours lies aux problemes des 
refugies. lei, la note globale 
depasserait un milliard de dol­
lars. Mais ce n'est plus du res­
sort du mandat du HCR. 

de 
I' Afrique 
&Geneve 
Les profondes transforma­
tions des soch~t6s, des va­
leurs et des cultures, qui sont 
a l'muvre en Afrique depuis 
Ia fin des annees 50, se sont 
souvent accompagn6es de 

C'EST en ces termes que les 
Nations unies, le Haut-Commis­
sariat pour les refugies et !'Or­
ganisation de !'unite africaine 
ouvrent leur dossier de base de 
}a conf~rence internationale sur 
!'assistance aux refugi~s en 
Afrique, qui se tiendra a Ge­
neve les 9 et 10 avril prochains. 
Si la gravite dl:) la situation a 
ete attenuee par la genereuse 
hospitalite de !'Afrique postin­
dependante a l'egard des refu­
ges, il n'en demeure pas moins 
que ce continent porte une part 
enorme de la charge que repre­
sente la presence de millions de 
deracines. La communaute in­
ternationale a depense au 
moins 500 millions de dollars 
pour sauver la population cam­
bodgienne de la disparition; on 
a consacre des fonds considera­
bles aux naufrages vietnamiens 
de la mer. L'Afrique estime 
que son tour est venu pour 
qu'on l'assiste de fa~on mieux 
ordonnee. Tout laisse prevoir 
que le budget du Haut-Com­
missariat pour les refugies 
pour 1 981 non seulement ne 
sera p<1s couvert par les contri­
butions annoncees jusqu'a pre­
sent, mais sera en deficit dans 
quelques semaines. La confe­
rence prevue a Geneve dans 
quelques jours, avec la partici­
pation d'une centaine de pays, 
sera tenue au niveau des minis­
tres des Affaires etrangeres et 
l'on y verra meme quelques 

problemes complexes, n6s du 
pass6, gros de dlfferends et 
de conflits. Ces difficultes ont 
eu des cons6quences qui 
sont ressentles aujourd'hui 
encore par les Africains eux­
memes. Actuellement, !'Afri­
que compte plus de r6fugies 
que n'importe quel autre con• 
tinent: pres de clnq millions 
en tout. En outre, Ia plupart 
de ces refugles ont cherche 
asile dans les pays qui sont 
parmi les moins d6veloppes 
du monde, et qui sont sou­
vent victimes de catastrophes 
naturelles. 

chefs d'Etat. On pense qu'envi­
ron 500 millions de dollars se­
ront offerts par les .pays d.oria­
teurs pour faire face aux be­
soins prioritaires. 

11 n'en demeure pas moins que 
pour la plupart des pays d' Afri­
. que, la charge des refugies 
greve les ressources nationales 
au point que le seuil de rupture 
est aujourd'hui atteint. Pour­
tant, les refugies qui, parfois, 
vivent mieux que la population 
locale grace a !'assistance qu'ils 
obtiennent re9oivent un accueil 
chaleureux et sont secourus 
dans un esprit de fraternite que 
l'on ne trouve guere ailleurs 
dans le monde. 
Contrairement aux Etats 
d'Asie, par exemple, qui ont 
·toujours: refuse d'accepter des 
codes internationaux d'acctieil 
et de protection des refugies, 
les gouvernements africains, 
conformement a une longue 
tradition d'hospitalite; ont 
adopte la convention de l'OUA 
de 1969 sur les refugMs reglant 
!'approche juridique et institu­
tionnelle de la question. Cette 
convention se base sur les tra­
vaux du Haut-Commissariat de 
l'ONU pour les refugies tou­
chant l'accueil, le droit d'asile, 
la Marco Flaks 

Ces besoins comprennent une 
aide d'urgence pour assurer Ia 
simple survie de11 refugies, no­
tamment dans les pays ou ils 
sont arrives en tres grand nom­
bre ces derniers temps. Par 
exemple, il y a 1 million 500 
mille refugies nomades en So­
malic, 500 000 Ethiopiens et 
autres au Soudan, 200 000 
Tchadiens au Cameroun, 
73 000 Zairois, Namibiens et 
Sud-Africains en Angola, 1""'.-:~---::~="""'--7'---------------, 
200 000 refugies divers au Bu­
rundi. Des pays comme le Con­
go, Djibouti, Ethiopie, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Nigeria, Ou­
ganda, Republique centrafri­
caine, Tanzanie, Rwanda ac­
cueillent des centaines de mil­
liers de victimes. Au Zaire on 
compte un total de 400 000 re­
fugies d'Ouganda, d'Angola, 
etc. S'ajoutent un grand nom­
bre de personnes deplacees par 
d'anciennes guerres civiles, les 
inondations ou les secheresses, ~=--~~~:5:""---~~=~~~~ 
qui doivent etre reclassees. 
En plus de l'aide d'urgence, il 
faut des assistances supplemen­
taires directes dans les do­
maines de 1 'education, de Ia 
sante et de !'hygiene, du c:,5ve­
loppement agricole, de 1 'he-
bergement, de la protection so- ._ ___________ ._ 

ciale, de Ia construction et de 
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An~la . . .... 
8 , v Of gens een : func~J?Il&F• • 

~anV.Dicef ~ijn el' ht~-All 
gola .. al een half mlljoen 
slachtoffera door droogte en 
activiteit van de Unita-rebel­
lenbeweging maar wil de. ~e­
gering in Luanda 0111 poh!tC:· 
ke redenen bier geen pubhct­
teit aan geven. Zo blijken ~e 
cijfers die. op de conferenhe 
de ronde deden toch ook weer 
niet precies de menselijke el­
lende te weerspiegeleD die 
zich in Afrika voordoet. . 

Het einde van de tunnel ts 
overigens nog lang niet . in 
zicht want in kringea van de 
VN wordt al llijna ala vast­
staand feit aangenomen dat 
de vluchtelingenstroom Z!l;l 
blijven groeien. Oeganda btJ· 
voorbeeld blijkt na bet aan de 
macht komen van Milton 
Oote niet zijn stabillteit te­
ruggevonden te hebben. In de. 
laatste weken zija weer hon­
derden Oegandezen naar 
Zuid·Soedan gevlucht. 

En over de dFeigende explo­
sie in zuidelijk Afrika· en de 
daarmee haherente vhJchte­
lingenstroom valt slechts te 
speculeren. 

Lichtpuntjes 
Het gedekoloniseerde Afri­

ka zit nog zo vol met onopge­
loste politieke conflicten c:n 
telt nog zo veel regimes dte 
op grove wijze de mensen­
rechten schenden, dat bet 
vluchtelingenproble_em _in ~e 
komende tijd stelhg met m 
omvang zal afnemen. 

Er zijn deaalniettemin wat 
lichtpuntJes. De Hoge Co!D­
missaris voor de vluchtehn­
gen van de VN, Poul Hartling, 
kon gisteren bekendmake_n 
dat zijn organisatie begin dtt 
jaar het werk in Zimbabwe 
definitief heeft gestaakt na­
dat 33.000 vluchtelingen, die 
gedurende de oorlog naar de 
buurlanden waren getrokken, 
zijn geherhuisvest: 36.000 ~~­
rundese vluchtehngen ZtJn 
met succes in de Tanzaniaan­
se samenleving opgenomen 
en werden onlangs genatura-, 
liseerd. 

En er is M!n ding waarmee 
de Afrikaanse vluchteling 
zich van zijn lotgenoten el­
ders in de wereld onde~· 
scheidt: hem werd nog no01t 
asiel ontzegd in bet la~d 
waarheen hij vluchtte. Mts­
schien is dat wei de grootste 
hoop waaruit Afrika kan put· 
ten. 

0 Fluminense - Brazil ?/ 4/81 

A qnestao dos 

refugiados 
na Africa 

Esta sendo esperada 
com grande expectafiva 
pela cc>munidade a Con­
ferencia lnternacional de 
Assistencia aos Refu· 
giados da Africa OCARA) 
que ira reunir·se em 
Gene bra. Sui~ a. de 9 a 10 
de abril deste ano. por 
determina~il.o da ultima 
Assembleia Geral da Or­
ganiza~iio das Na~oes 
Unidas que terminou em 
dezembro de 1980. 

A Conferencia visa 
dar uma oportunidade 
aos governos dos paises 
membros e nao membros 
da ONU de adquirirem 
uma maior compreensiio 
do problema dos refu· 
giados no continente 
africano e tambem de 
garantirem maiores 
recursos economicos para 
.uma efetiva e duravel 
solu~ao. 

Segundo o ultimo 
relat6rio da ICARA. de 
fevereiro deste ano. o 
problema dos. refugiados 
s6 podera ser resolvido 
com. o esfor~o de toda 
comunidade interna· 
1/ional. ja que os paises 
africanos. em sua maioria 
dassificados como os 
menos desenvolvidos e 
das demais baixas rendas 
per capita, enfrentam 
atualmente urn problema 
que agrava ainda mais 
suas economias que e o 
de dar asilo politico a 
pelo menos 5 milhoes de 
refugiados. representan­
do esses dados a metade 
do total de refugiados da 
popula~iio mundial. 

Os dados fornecidos 
pelos Governos africanos 
para a Comissao Maxima 
para ds Refugiados na 

. ONU (UNHCR) tendo 
em vista a pr6xima Con­
ferencia lnternacional de 
Assistencia aos Refu· 
giados da Africa (ICA· 
RA). indica que mais de 
1.15 bilhoes de d61ares 
serao necessarios · pal'll 
enfrentar as necessidades 
dos refugiados do con· 
tinente africano. 

Os programas 
aprovados pela Comissao 
Maxima para os Refu· 
giados na ONU e por 
outros 6rgiios ligados a 
oraanlzat,;io paia 0 eor· 
rente ano quanto aos .re­
fugiados, da urn montan­
te de 260,8 milhoes de 
d6lares como a verba dis· 
ponlvel. Mesmo assim 
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Ja o Dire tor Geral da 
Organiza~ao lnterna­
cional do Trabalho (OIT). 
Francis Blancherd. diz 
que a entidade em que faz 
parte. nesses ultimos 30 
anos vern sendo· afetada 
com o problema dos 
refugiados de urn modo 
geral e tratando de resol­
ve-los. Como por e)lem· 
plo ode Chi pre em 1974 e 
no Libano em 1976 onde 
a OIT tomou a iniciativa 
de fazer nipidos projetos 
de emergencia. 

Na Africa a OIT vern 
treinando os exilados 
como medinicos de 
motores de urn modo 
geral. carpinteiros e bom­
beiros. como e 0 caso dos 
programas que adotam 
em Angola para os 
exilados da Namibia; ses· 
senta exilados sui afri· 
canos sendo treinados na 
Tanzania. alem dos 
provenientes de Zimbab­
we e da Namibia na 
Republica Arabe Unida e 
ainda no Centro Avan· 
~ado e de Treinamento 
Tecnico da OIT em 
Turim. ltalia. 

Segundo o Diretor 
Geral da Comissao 
Maxima para os Refu­
giados da ONU. Poul 
Hartling. no ultimo re· 
lat6rio da ICARA de 
fevereiro ultimo. a 
"Co missiio que dirige. 
niio esta medindo esfor­
~os para a sse gurar o 
sucesso da conferencia 
que ira reunir-se de 9 a 10 
de abril em Genebra. ja 
que foram feitas e ainda 
ha reunioes e missiles em 
uma boa quantidade de 
paises no sentido de des· 
pertar o interesse e atrair 
suportes para a ICA~A". 

Ja na revista "Africa 
Report"· de fevereiro des­
te a no. Poul Hartling 
inicia uma exposi~ao 
dizendo que de todas as 
regioes do ~ndo onde a 
Comissao Maxima para os 
Refugiados da ONU' e 
aJ;iva. a Africa tern' o 

maior n umero de refu· 
giados e de pessoas 
dl!slocadas por motivos 
de gue rras. Em 1980 
metade de toda a ve a 
disponivel pela comissiip. 
cerca de 500 milhoes de 
d61ares. for am gastos no 
continente africano. 

0 maior problema na 
questiio dos refugiados 
nesse continente. e na 

06tao concentrados em 30 
tcampamentos cons· 
lru!dos para esse fim e em 
povoados organizados 
para atende-los. As mlies 
e seus filhos consistem em 
'lO por cento desse milhao 
de refugiados, 

dizer. em 1981 e 1982. In· 
cluidos estao 69.2 milhOes 
de d6lares que seriio 
necessarios' para satis­
fazer as medidas de emer­
gencia c.omo e o caso de 
alimentos e abrigos dos 
refugiados ·recem che­
gados ou que estao em • 
acampame ntos de so­
corro nos diversos paises 
africanos. 

0 "Africa Report'' 
apresenta urn quadro es· 
tatistico mostrando os ul· 
limos dados que se tern 
noticia. de abril ide 1980. Na lista das neces· 
onde o problema dos sidades no documento. 
refugiados se apresenta estao ainda incluidos 
da seguinte forma: 511.1 milhOes de d6lares 

I) Na Algerfa~ para uma assistencia 
Marrocos e Tunisia eXis~ adicional e direta para 
tern cerca de 9.100 re· rdugiados e os que re· 
fugi11dos provenientes cfa gressam. Dentro das des· 
parte Ocidental do Saara; pesas prioritarias para, 

2) Em Angola. uma direta assistencia as 
61.000 vindos da Namibia areas de maior importan· 
e Zaire: cia sao a de educa~ao 

3) Botswana com (104.1 milhOes de d6· 
20.300 vindos da Africa lares); saude e sane amen­
do Sui. Namibia. Zim- to (98 milhOes); desenvol· 
babwe e Lesoto; vimento agricola (89.1 

4) Burundi com milhoes) e abrigos 
50.000 vindos de Rwanda; (52.1 milhOes). 

5) Cameron com 
30.000 da Guine 
Equatorial; 

6) Djibouti com 
20.000 da Eti6pia; 

7) Eti6pia com 
10.900 do Slidiio e So­
malia; 

8) Gabiio com 60.000 
da Guine Equatorial: 

9) Kenya com 6.500 
de Ugancta e Eti6pia; 

10) Lesoto com 250 
da Africa do Sui; 

II) Mo~ambique 
com 120.000 de Zimbab· 
we; 

12) Nigeria com 370 
da Guine Equatorial; 

13) Rwanda com 
8.500 de Burundi e Ugan· 
da; 

14) Somalia com 
500.000 (s6 nos acam· 
pamentos) da Eti6pia; 

IS) Sudao com 
330.000 da Eti6pia. 
Ugandae Zaire; 

16) Swazilandia com 
3.700 da Africa do Sui e 
Mo~ambique: 

17) Uganda com 
112.400 de Rwanda e 
Zaire; 

18) Tanzania com 
160.000 de Rwanda. 
Burundi e Uganda: 

19) Zaire com 
653.000 de Angola. 
Rwanda e Burundi; 

20) Zambia com 
80.000 de Zimbabwe, 
Angola e Africa do Sui. 

Finalizando, a Con­
ferenda Iriternaeional de 
Assistencia aos Refu­
giados da Africa (!'CARA) 
num de seus documentos 
para a reuniao de abril 
vindouro. entitulado "A 
Situa~lio do Refugiado na 
Africa:· .Propostas · e 
Medidas de Asststencia". 
indica que dentro do total 
de· I. IS bilhoes de d6lares 
necessitados para os 
programas de refugiados 
na Africa. aproxima­
damente 4;i0 milhoes de 
d61ares serao necessarios 
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UNE INITIATIVE BURUNDAISE 
LA CONFERENCE INTERNATIDNALE SUR 
L' ASSISTANCE AUX REFU&IES EN 

. AFRIQUE 
Il y a environ 5 millions de 

refugies africains .... en Afrique. 
On les rencontre a chaque coin 
de rue dans les villes et dans les 
campagnes.On ne les remarque 
pas souvent ou plutot, on les 
regarde sans les voir.C'est parce 
que une fois leur cause entendue, 
les refugies africains se melent 
et se confondent aisement avec 
les populations natives du J!ays 
d'accueil et deploient des efforts 
pour s'integrer le plus rapide­
ments possible.L 'hospitalite afri­
caine etant ce qu 'elle est, le re­
fugie africain est generalement 
accueilli avec egards, malgre les 
ressources limitees dont dispo­
sent souvent les populations lo­
calesMeme dans les conditions 
les plus malheureuses,le refugie 
africain n 'est jamais«jete a la 
mer»;il n'est pas du tout margi­
nalise. 

L 'integration quasi naturelle 
du refugie africain dans son 
milieu d'accueil est souvent a l'o­
rigine d'une indifference genera­
lisee de la communaute interna­
tiona~ vis-a-vis du drame.Pour­
tant ces hommes, ces femmes, 
ces enfants expatries ont des 
prob~mes que ne peuvent resou­
dre l'aide tres limitee du Haut 

Commissariat des Nations Unies · 
pour les Refugies et toute la 
generosite du pays d 'accueil. 

Le Burundi,qui he'berge entre 
200.000 et 250.000 refugies, est 
tres sensible a ce probleme et 

tente par tous les moyens d'a­
meliorer le sort de ceux·d. 
Conscient des limites de ses res­
sources et de la portee de son 
action , le Burundi a entrepris 
de sensibiliser d 'abord les autres 
pays africains membres de l'OUA 
ensuite toute la communaute in-

ternationale, sur la necessite de 
s'occuper de f~on durable des 
refugies africains .C'est ainsi qu'il 
a pris l'heureuse l'initiative de 
proposer la tenue d'une 
Conference Internationale sur 
l'Assistance aux Refugies en Afri­
que. M. Terence Nsanze,Ambassa­
deur du Burundi aupres de l'Of­
fice des Nations Uni.es et des 
Organisations Internationales a 
Geneve et F.remier promoteur 
de la conference explique au 
cRenouveau;; l'origine et Ws 
perspectives de la conference qui 
se tiendra du 9 au 1 0 avril 1981 
a Geneve. 
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La conference ·lnternationale 
sur I'Assistance 

aux Refugies en Afrique 
Suite de la premiere page. 

Q. MONSIEUR L 'AMBASSADEUR, 
riOULEZ-VOUS NOUS DIRE 
COMMENT EST NEE L 'IDEE D'UNE 
CONFERENCE INTERNAT/ONALE 
SUR L'ASSISTANCE A DONNER AUX 
REFUGIES AFRICAINS? 

Terence Nunze: C'ell au cours du 
liecond trimeatre de l'annee 1980 que je 
me mil reaolu a aournettre aux delega­
tions africainea a Geneve un projet que je 
nourriauia depuia quelquea anneea. De­
puil uncertain nombre d'anneea, on Uli­
slfit a un accroi~~ement vertigineux du 
nombre de refugie11 africain&. Loraqu'on 
e~Uie de acruter les cauliea fondamentales 
de ce phenomene, OR a de Ia peine a COD· 

clure qu'il remlte de l'hiatoire coloniale. 
Cette aituation differe dea evenements qui 
.110nt aurven01 en Europe aprea lea deux 
guerrea mondialea. L'afflux de refugiea 
africain& decoule, .110it dea conflita fronta­
liera entre lea Etats, .110it dea condition& 
aocialea, economiquea, politiquea et hu­
mainea en rapport direct· avec le paue. 
Dans toua lea caa enumerea, on deoouvre 
l'heritage de conjonct~• anterieurea. 

0: Ouel/e est alors Ia part de /'heritage co­
lonial? 

T .N. U ell exclu de pi&endre quantifier 
math~matiquement Ia part qui incon$e 
aux circonllancea revoluea et ceUea de­
vant relever dea conjoncturea qui ont sur­
gi pendant Ia periode poll-coloniaie: tou­
tefoill, il.serait temeraire d'ecarter Ia th~ 
imputant Ia plupart dea exodea dearefu­
giea au demembrement des territoirea et 
dea nation& uns tenir compte dea contin­
gence& et dea particularitea pro pre& a cha­
que caa. De meme, loraqu'il a'agit des 
expatriea avant fui leur& uatriea a Ia mite 
dea conflita intf'mes, Ia caulie de ceux-ci' 
peut.flre cherchee dans le genne seme 
.110it au cour11 de I' ere coloniale, aoit artifi­
cieUement. forge• a Ia veille dea indepen· 
dancea, au moment ou Ies maitre& en pia· 
ce lie lientaient a Ia veille de leur eviction. 
0: Monsieur I'Ambassadeur, pourquoi Ia 
conference precisement en ce moment ? 
Ne vient-elle pas Llil peu trop tardive­
ment?· 

T.N. Effectivement, Ia tenue de cette 
Conference Internationale sur I' Aasiatance 
aux Refugies en Mrique aurait du avoir 
lieu a une date anterieure. Ce retard ;. 

M. Nsanze Terence ambassadeur du Burundi aupre.• 
des organismes specialises des Nations Unies et la Suisse. 

eveiller Ia conacience humaine univerlieUe 
est attribuable a un concoura de circon­
llancea concomittantea.' Premierement, 
lea peuplea africain& : en general, et lea 
Barundi en particulier, lie caractc~rillent · 
par une magnanimite humaine rarement 
egalee. Cette predilpolition africaine a 
accueillir lea frerea et soeurs en detrealie a 
conduit Ia Communaute lnternationale a 
ne lie aoucier que modeltement du aort 
dea refugiea sur notre continent. Pour il· 
luatrer cette caracterillique hurnaine, il 
auffit d 'etablir un paraUeliliiUe entre lea 5 
million& de reftlfiea africain& qui ont et~ 

accueillia dans le1 pays ou ill ont afflue 
pour y partager lell maigrea rellilOurcea 
avec lea populations nativea, et Ja.det:r";,~~e 
a laqueUe ont ete acculea lea refugies du 
Sud-Eat asiatique dont bon nomh-e 
d'entre eux ont ete confine& a lamer, del 
tinea au naufrage et a Ia noyade au su 

et vu de ceux-Ia qui etaient normalement 
ceue repondre avec empre~~ement au 
S.O.S. delieaperement lance par lea can­
didats au deaall:re juaqu'a etre d«Signea 
1001 le sinistre vocable de « Boat People•. 

Deuxiemement, l'ablience, l'insuffisance 
ou Ia pauvrete de& mau media en Afri· 
que. Dana nos pays, lea moyens d'infor· 
mation demeurent precairea et done 
impuiasanta a projeter a grand renfort Ia 
gravite des penibles condition• dana lea­
queUe& se debattent les refugiea. 
Ainli, le monde exterieur, ignorant des 
miaerea dans leaqueUea vivent cea etres hu· 
mainaa'avere in~pable de roler a leur 
aecours. 

Troiaiemement, certainea regions ont 
reuui en vertu de Ia geopolitique mondia· 
le et de leur situation atrategique a eclip­
ser tout un continent, I' Afrique. 

Voila lea raii;DDI parmi lea principalea qui 
ont retarde la"'tenue de cette conference. 
Le aoucit qui habitait lea delegation& 
africainea a Geneve q'Uant au sort de leurs 

congenerea refugiea lea a exhorteea a defier 
Ia triple ca,!:llie evoquee ci- deuUI. 
0: Ouelle est !'evolution de Ia preparation· 
de Ia conference? 

T .N. Le groupe africain accreditl aupres 
de I Office dea Nations Uniea a Geneve:-: et 
dea Organilations lnternationalea, promo-
.......... ; ... ;.,.; ...... ___ ....,. _ _ j.:._ ___ ~ ___ !.,a. ___ ? 
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conue des le depart Ia conjugailon des ef­
forts et dea genies de l'organiaation Inter­
africain e., de I'ONU et du Haut Commia­
uriat dea Nations Uniea pour lea Reiugies 

, (H.CR.). Dans cette optique, lea deleguea 
africains ont trouve opportun de mggererque 

l'ONU, I'OUA et le H.C.R. procedenta 
l'organiaation de Ia conference. Cette ap­
proche a ete approuvee par Ie sommet 
des Chefs d'Etat africaim a Freetown et 
enterine par Ia 35eme ~euion de I'Auem 

blee Generale dea Nation• Unie1. 
La pha~e preparatoire proprement dite 
elt menee par plulieurl categorie~ de 
re~ponaablea a uvoir Ie Secretariat Gene­
ral de1 Nations Unie1 et de I'OUA,le co­
mite ad hoc du groupe africain a Geneve 
compo.e de 7 membre1, dont le Burundi 
et le H.C.R. II a ete demande aux Etat~ 
requerantl de confectionner de1 docu· 
ments englobant des projetl maceptible1 
de cadrer avec lei besoin~· del refugiel. 

La phue prochaine collliltera a commu­
niquer au;x Etab donateur1 le1 projetl 
propo.e. et deltine1 a Ia conference. 
Quant au mouvement de ~eftlibiliaation, il 
a ete mil en branle 1ur Ia propolition de 
Ia delegation du Burundi a Geneve. Dans 
ce cu, le comite ad hoc du goupe Mri­
cain a Geneve a deja organi.e de• rencon· 

tre1 nee le1 diver& autre1 groupe• nlg:io­
naux. Lon de Cel reunioDI, lei negoeia­
tions portent aur Ia ne.eaire pom le~ do­
nateur• potentiel1 d'etre .en•ibili.e. prea­
lablement a Ia conference 1ur Ia reaponu· 
bilire qui incombe a Ia communaute hu­
maine vis-a-~11 du drame africain. De1 re­
pre&entanta de foUl lea Etatl et organis­
mea internationaux approche. par notre 
Comite ad hoc ont Ia faculte de •'enquft-ir 
aur les objectif1 vises par Ia conference en 
queltion, 1ur l'utiliation de~ somme~ pro­
miles. 
0: En quai Ia presente conference est-elle 
specifique? 
T .N. II elt evident que cette conference 
revet un cachet hiltorique et partant, res-' 

sort dea programme• habitueb du H.C.R. 
Cea dernien 11e Iimitaient generalement 
aux leCOuts d'urgence en faveur de1 refu­
giel fraichement arrives et, a Ia rigueur, 
etaient etendul a leur inltallation. 

En revanche, Ia conference lnterna­
tionale qui ae deroulera du 9 au 10 avril 
1981 a Geneve englobera tOUI lel.ec­
teura de Ia vie du refugie et de fac;on du· 
rable. 
Lea promotteun de Ia conference et lei 
Etatl qu'ila repreleDtent mettent I'IICCent 
aur l'implantation definitive de~ refugie1. 
Pour atteindre cet objectif, Ia conference 
vi.era a fournir lea fond1 non plUI excl~­
mvement confinea aux operation• tradil!· 
tionnelle• du H.C.R., mail a mettre mr 
pied del infrutructurea neceuitee• par lei 
besoi01 de1 refugie. da01 diver-1 domaine1, 
notamment le1 lecteur1 agricolel, ICOW· 
rei, medicaux, sociaux etc •.• 

0: La conference tAJ-t-el/e aboutir a Ia 
creation d'un organisme international 
spt}cialise pour /es refugies africa ins? 

T .N. Au 1tade actuel, on tend Wll"l 

l'inatauration d'un Fond• qui era alimen­
te par le• contrubution1 apporttle. par le1 
donateurl. DaDI le meme ordre d'idtle., 
l'on prevoit Ia creation d'un con~eil 
d'adminiatration cha~ge de gerer le Fond• 
aJW1re ••• 

Propo•recueillil par Jean NZEYIMANA 
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OGAD,EN'S REFUGEES 
DYIN~G IN CAMPS 

DAILY TELEGRAPH London 10.4.81 

OF HOPELE~SSNESS 
Qy KENNETH ·. Ct.AllKE near the Somali-Ethiopia 

border ai: Bo'a refugee camps 

UNDER an ~hour'1s bone-jarring ride from 
here across some of the world's most 

merciless cm~ntryside small-scale skirmi$hes 
have again started between S9mali guerrillas 
and the Soviet-backed Ethiopian Army. 

The latest flare-up in 1Jhe long-standing dispute 
over the wasteland, known as the Ogaden, is no 
su~rise. But :that ':the:. _Somalis should be involved in 
mititary confl_ict, .. even throuf!h the West Somali 
~ i.b e r a t i o n F r o n t is 
inttedible. . 

~omalia' is at the heart of 
\~ . .::world's/grimmest refugee 
W®Iem •and it is· on'e that in 
pai.;t,, at leas·t, can . be . a~tri­
lmt~d to the Ogaden fightmg. 

Tlte conflict has helped to 
d:r+i>e thousands of nomadic 
'pe~ants· away frpm their tr.adi­
tional.. _g•I;o11nds, ea·st mto 
Somahq. . 

At the. best of times they 
scrape a hard and. meagre liv­
ing, moving their- goats and 
ca.mels from water hole. to 
\vater hole. 

.. ,_ Seeking sanctuary 
~ ,ut for months, ~hey hav€ 

been crossing the disputed 
border to find sanctuary, and 
the;[ ·hoped food 'and water. 
P~J::llaps there ar.e tw.o million 
of Jhcm. perhaps n!ot. 

Statistics in Somalia are diffi­
.o.¢:J to ascertain, but officials 
m~ Mogadishu, the capital, say 
there ,are J .300,000 :refugees in 

camps acros's the country, 
outside them pePhaps a · 

million more. · 
· Wha•tever the figures, 

,'vheth~r the starvinP: pitiful 
hunches of rag and bon-e are 
from the Ogaden or not, is 
ird~levant. Their story is told 
at·"':he two Bo'a camps. 

While I was at Bo'a, with a 
tmal refugee population of 
84,000, eight people died, six 
or th•em babies. 

I watched the graves being 
dug and was shown one of the 
victims' ·eyes. stiH o.pen and 
star·in·g, aJWaitin)l; its turn. One 
inatlter walked a11ound with her 
d~ad infant already stiff-limbed. 

·In, Camp Two, housing Oga­
den• refugees 'who have been 
fuoved from border transit 
ta,mps, 20 o·r 30 died each day. 
Seyenty per cent. of the refu­
gees are malnourished. probably 
fr<O-m dy.sentery, diarrhoea, 
measles, anaemia, or worse. 
~othing can be done for them. 

Bo'a Two is on·l·v s•ix weeks 
nid. It· is sited beh:ind a small 
rivf'r that is beginning to flow 
again, but with water so con· 
tam·inated it i'> more of a dan­
g-er than a !if e·saver to the 
refugees. 

Hopeless reeling 
'rhe feeling in the camps is 

o.ne of hopelessness. During 
mv brief visit, a .Somali doctor 
a·i+1'v·~d, the first visit bv any 
'S'6maE ··medical pc'rson iri six 
weeks. · 

When I visited, with ool­
Ieagues, we· were mistaken for 
doc;tors, because we were 
~t~, and. proferred aU fonns 
or Sick children to heal. 

One mother quietly rooked 
her two-year-old daughter 
Faddma, . riddde4 with. Guine~ 
Wor!ll d1seasc, and' obviously 
w1thm hours of death. Aqother 
showed me a la-rge tumour on 
h1~r baby's neck. Could '! cure 
l. 

Many children 
tell-tale swollen 
ginger hair 
kwashiorkor. ' 

showed the 
bellies and 
colour of 

The children, and old people 
~ad walke_d to safety from Godi 
m Eth10p1a. It had taken five 
da_ys to reach a. transit C!lmp, 
where there was nothin<>' for 
them, before being transferred 
here,_ wP,ere there is not quite 
nothmg. 

Tuberculosis is another 
~courge of t_he refugee camps. 
But whlere 1s all the med';cal 
a_id, like the fifty-odd ton ~on­
S1/5nment flown over by Mr 
Eaward Daly's world airways on 
Monday? 

Third of aid 
I got the answer from Dr 

Antti Muuronon, medical team 
leader. League of Red. Cross 
Societies, at Bo'a. 

Dr Muuro.nern, 25, a. nutr'i· 
tionist from Woodstock near 
Oxford, bit•ter. angry anrd hooe­
lcssly frustrate'd, said : " This 
has been my first job in the 
fie,Jd and it i·s all so d•i.sappoint­
mg. 
.".We hear about all the pro­

V•Iswns. and help arriving in 
MogadJ>hu. Well I hAve calcu­
lated that of every.thing des­
tined for us .here one t!J'ird dis­
a.opears on the rnad; one third 
disappears from the camp itself, 
and one thini gcrts w1here it is 
suppo-sed to." 

Dr Muuronen sa·id he neencd 
60,000 gallons of water· a day 
for the refugees. He gets no-
1h1ing. The refugees have b'Cgun 
ddnking polluted rivPr wa.ter 
wit'I-J deva•stating effe·ds. 

For Bo'a Two camp·, the one 
with over J .100 deaths in its 
five-we·ek existence, Dr· 'Mnur­
onen needs six tons of ·fo-nd 
daily. He has been getting five 
tons a week. 

• It is criminal ' · · •llt ·took a 14-hour Land·Rover 
drhe to visit the caJmps known 
as Bo'.a One and Bo'a Two. 

The refugees get onlv corn 
a'rld'. oil from the authorities in 
Mdgadishu, despite the re­
soonse of· internation•al bodies, 
charities, relief agencies and 
gove•rnments to appeals for 
hem. · A story iHustrating the theft 

They receive 40 grammes of and corruption, a nightmare in 
.oil, 300 of corn and, if they all refugee situations, came 
are ·lucky, the saRle of wheat. from a Brit-ish technici-an work­
'Thoy may manage an intake ing at a sugar fact1ory some 
.of-1.000 to 1,100 calories daily. distance froln th•e aamps. 

The rutted strip norbh-west 
[rom' the capita-l took us past 
spm-b1eached corn'SeS of animalE 
for whiCh early rains have 
""III,El too I ate. 

·Mdis 
Ababa .. 

~~ey live in beehive hu_ts, "I am not giving my name 
fas.uoned · from , thorn tw_Igs for obvious reasons but I can 
ary:d. covered "With an:-;thml! 1a·s-sure you that people round 
from. brown paper to b1ts of here in a small tO•Wn. on the 
pla$tiC. \\:ay to the camns pay, extor-

twn'a<te rates for flour and other 
goods ma!'ked from, for 
example, the United States. It 
is criminHt" 

I und,crstan•d that the number 
of foreign doctors no-w in 
Somalia will! l!'elief and .aid 
teamrs have advised their head 
offices to threaten to cnt off 
all fur'ther help unless the 
Somali authorities ta•ke swift 
genuine action t10 Stop- tihe }oss 
of :so rtnucll incoming mate'rial. 

A French joumallis-t who visi­
ted ·a refugee cam-p on the 
sou·thern bord'e~ of the· Ogaden 
told me .he had spoken to a 
German doctor who accused the 
respon~ible Somalis of commit­
ting- 1

' genocide," again·st · the 
refugee population. 
_.They were, •according to this 

admitted<Jy secondhand accoun•t, 
content t•o let nomads die in 
their thousands while pmfiting 
from the lihe!'t of donated sup­
plies. 

S.ome of the refugee camps 
h•ave ·~'<W described as . " death 
camps because .of the high 
rates of mortality. 

Me-anwhile, the cail again has 
gone out for arms for guerril­
las, a-p.parent.]y gearing up once 
more to .take on Ethiopia, the 
Cubans who fight with them 
and their Russian advisers. ' 
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I CINQUE MILIONI Dl PROFUGHI AFRICANI SONO 
UNA TRAGEDIA MONDIALE 

Crescono ogni giomo 
le bocche da sfamare 
II caso piu clamoroso e quello della Somalia Ia cui popnlazione 
ha avuto un abnorme incremento - Necessita di soluzioni durature 

diGAETANO 
NANETTI 

La tragedia dei cinque mi­
lioni di profughi africani sol­
leva enormi problemi che 
incidono sull'immediato, rna 
anche sui futuro, e coinvol­
gono non soltanto i rifugiati, 
rna anche i paesi che li ospi­
tano. II caso piu clamoroso e 
quello della Somalia, che con 
il milione e mezzo di profu­
ghi (rna Ia cifr3 reale si avvi­
cina ai due milioni perche ai­
le persone registrate occor­
re aggiungere queUe che non 
hanno assolto aile formalita 
burocratiche) ha subito di 
punto in bianco un abnorme 
incremento della popolazio­
ne. Tutte bocche in piu da 
sfamare, da ricoverare, da 
assistere, anche se tutte 
queste incombenze vengono 
assolte in modo tuttora pre­
carlo. 

La Somalia e un Paese po­
vero, impegnato in \ill fati­
coso processo di sviluppo, 
duramente provato da una 
persistente siccita. Tutti i 
suoi problemi si sono tripli­
cati. 11 governo di Mogadi­
scio fa quello che puo, con 
impegno e generosita, avva­
lendosi anche dell'aiuto in~ 
ternazionale coordinato dal­
l' Alto Commissariato dell'O­
NU per i rifugiati. Ma Ia si­
tuazione travalica le sue 
possibilita &Ia situazione ri­
mane drammatica, nei cam­
pi di raccolta e fuori di essi. 
Una sola cifra basta a rende­
re l'idea: per l'anno in corso 
e previsto un deficit alimen­
tare valutabile intorno ai 163 
milioni di tonnellate di der­
rate. Alia penuria di cibo si 
aggiunge Ia carenza di acqua 
potabile. Da tempo, in molti 
dei trenta campi profughi 
l'acqua e razionata ai livelli 
minimi indispensabili. 

La Somalia e un caso limi­
te. Ma Ia situazione non e 
molto diversa, almeno quali· 
tativamente, nei numerosi 
altri paesi africani che ospi­
tano i rifugiati. E' a. questi 
problemi che rivolgeranno 
Ia loro attenzione i rappre-

Nei luoghi di raccolta, i 
profughi vivono spesso in 
condizioni peggiori di queUe, 
gia misere, in cui si trovava-

no nei paesi d'origine. Vivo­
no sotto tende improvvisate, 
dormono per terra, non han­
no assistenza sanitaria, le 
malattie mietono vittime a 
centinaia. La popolazione 
dei campi e costituita in pre­
valenza da donne e bambini. 
L'assenza di uomini validi ha 
piu di una S:Piegazione. Se 
l'esodo e stato causato da 
eventi bellici, per esempio 
una guerriglia, come e acca­
duto nel Ciad, in Namibia, 
nello Zimbabwe, gli uomini 
sono impegnati nelle azioni 
militari. Se invece anche gli 
uomini hanno abbandonato i 
luoghl d'origine, molti di essi 
preferiscono vivere al di 
fuori dei campi nella speran­
za di trovare qualche saltua­
rio lavoro che procuri loro 
un po' di denaro. In entram­
bi i casi, Ia tragedia dei pro­
fughi si c;omplica a causa 
della dolorosa separazione 
delle famiglie, che spesso si 
prolunga per mesi senza la 
possibilita di scambiarsi no­
tizie. 

C'e dunque l'esige 1za di 
realizzare una mobilitazione 
irri.mediata per fronteggiare 
l'emergenza e fornire ai pro­
fughi l'indispe~~-" alloro 
sostentamento -· . ~idiano. 
Ma al tempo stess ·si impo­
nj! Ia ricerca di soluzioni in 
gi'ado di alleggerire il peso 
che oggi grava sui paesi 
ospitanti. Non mancano cer­
to preoccupazioni e timori, 
alcuni_addiritura paradossa­
li. Se gli aiuti internazionali 
raggiungeranno livelli consi­
stenti, c'e perfino chi teme 
che il tenore di vita dei pro­
fughi finisca per diventare 
piu alto di quello della popo­
lazione del paese ospite ... 
Tradotto in linguaggio afri­
cano, cio significa che all'in­
terno dei campi vivra gente 
che disporra di una scodella 
di minestra assicurata ogni 
giorno,.mentre fuori c'e gen­
te che soffre abitualmente Ia 
fame. Questa e purtroppo Ia 

Occorre poi guardare al 
futuro, specie laddove si ha 
ragione di ritenere che esi­
stono ben poche possibilita, 
almeno in tempi ragionevoli, 
di un ritorno in patria dei 
profughi. Si debbono allora 
trovare soluzioni durature, 
capaci di integrare i rifugiati 
e farli partecipi delle attivi­
ta produftive del paese ospi­
te. Ma anche qui i problemi 
non sono di poco con to e an­
cora una volta si scontrano 
con situazioni di miseria. 
Non si deve dimenticare che 
la .. maggiorariza dei profughi 
non possiede ne l'attitudine 
ne l'educazione indispensa­
bili per affrontare un radi­
cale mutamento dei modi di 
vita. Essi provengono in ge­
nere dalle zone rurali e si 
puo quindi ipotizzare, al piu, 
una loro immissione nel set­
tore agricola o dtHl'alleva­
mento. Main tal caso, essifi­
nirebbero per entrare in 
concorrenza con Ia popola­
zione locale per l'uso dei ma­
gri pascoli o l'utilizzazione 
delle scarse terre a disposi­
zioni. 

Piu in generale, il dramma 
dei profughi si pone in ter­
mini chela conferenza di Gi­
nevra non potra certo risol­
vere, perche implica una vo­
lonta che finora none riusci­
ta a formarsi: la volonta di 
mutare i rapporti fra paesi 
industrializzati e paesi sot­
tosviluppati nel quadro di un 
nuovo ordine econcimico in­
ternazionale. I profughi afri­
cani sono, tra l'altro, Ia con­
seguenza del permanere di 
clamorosi squilibri fra ricclti 
e poveri. Cosi come sono Ia 
conseguenza delle guerre. 
La conclusione negoziata 

della guerriglia nella Zim­
babwe ha consentito il ritor­
no alloro paese di migliaia di 
profughi sparsi nel Mozal!l~ 
bico, in Zambia, in Tanzarua. 
Una soluzione del problema 
namibiano consentirebbe di 
realizzare un risultato ana­
logo peri profughi ora rifu­
giati in Angola. E il supera­
mento del razzismo in Sud 
Africa darebbe Ia possibilita 
ai profughi sudafricani pi fa­
re ritorno alia loro terra dal 
Botswana o dal Lesotho. 

Con le loro sofferenze, i 
profughi africani ci esortano 
a meditare sui molto lavoro 
che ancora attende gli uomi­
ni di buona volonta per rea­
lizzare un mondo migliore, 
fonda to sulla giustizia, Ia pa­
ce, Ia toll&anza. 
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GULF MIR.."ROR - Bahrain 21st march 19~1 

UN seeks Gulf aid. 
for African Moslems 
BJ Sheila Richardson 

AN URGENT appeal for 
aid to the five million 
mainly Moslem refugees of 
Africa is now going out to 
the Gulf states. 

Top United Nations officials 
and African leaders are ~!ling 
for $1 billion over five years to 
control a continent-wide cri~is 
that shows no sigi,Is of subsid­
ing .. 

Said the UN deputy High 
Commiss1oner for Refugees, 
Dale DeHaan, in Bahrain this 
week: 

"There are towns with a 
population of 10,000 that have 
been faced with a sudden influx 
of 100,000 refugees 

"These are catastrophic 
situations. 

"Africa's current refugee aid 
11>rogrammes can't cope." 
· The UN estimates that half 
>f the world's refugee popula­
iion is in Afr.jca. 

Hardly a country on the con­
tinent has been left unaffeCted 
by the millions of homeless 
people roaming across almost 
every border. 

The most seriously affected 
area at present is the Hom of 
Africa, where a drought in. 
Somalia has added the threat of 
starvation to the refugees' 
woes. 

"That area is in need of 
emergency aid for at least six 
months," said Mr DeHaan. 

Gulf leaders have been 
asked to attend a "quick 
impact conference" next 
month ;n Geneva called for by 
the Organisation for African 
Unity (OAU). 

Mmisters from round the 
world will be asked to help by 
~ffering financial aid. 

lalnill's FGieign lliaister, Sbaikll Moha-.i Ilia llublrlt AJKIIalifa (left) discusse' the African 
qfugees probl• witla Dr Yllk.- SUb, Mil llr Dale De Hun. 

In the Gulf now canvassmg 
support for the conference with 
UN officials are three African 
officials, including the Deputy 
Foreign Minister for the 
Republic of Ghana, Dr 
Yakubu Saaka. 

Said Dr Saaka: 
"Bahrain has been our first 

stop in the Gulf. The Foreign 
Minister here has been very 
encouraging with us. 

"r m certain Bahrain will be 
well represented at the confer­
ence, and I hope we will meet 
with as much support when we 
go on to the other Gulf state~." 

The African delegation was 
also in Doha this week. 

Other stops on the Gulf leg 
of their tour include Abu 
Dhabi, Muscat and Kuwait. 

They will leave the Gulf to 
go on to the conference in 
Geoeva to be held April 9-10. 



., . ,:' 

VJES1~K, Yucos1avia 12.4.81 

-!:crMfiJ(A: VISE OD 
. Ptt MILIJUNA. . 

IIJESNIK 
nedjeljni 

MABAZIII 'IZBJEGLICA · ·· . 

Bez domovine 
buduCnosti • 

I 
e Svaki drug~ 
izbjeglica u 
svijetu danas 
je Afrikanac. 
Cijelo 
stanovnistvo 
jednog Tunisa, 
Nigera iii 
Malija bez 
ognjista je 
krova nad 
glavom, bez 
ikakve 
sigurnosti 

S 
vaki drugi izbjeglica u svife­
tu danas je Afrikanac. Od 

. deset milijuna izbjeglica ko­
IJko th, kako se procjenjuje, ima u 
ovom trenutku, polovina zivi na 
•crno'!l" kontinentu. Cijelo sta­
novnrstvo )ednog Tunisa, Nigera 
tlJ Mal1)a bez domovine je, sigur­
nostt 1 buducnosti. Vise od pet mi­
ll)una, mahom djece, :lena i stara­
ca. u Africi ostalo je bez ognjista 
t krova nad glavom kao zrtve ne­
cega sto je izvan njihove moci. Po­
bjegli su pred ratnim strahotama 
msistickim bt·utalnostima. gladi: 
P~ tpak ova go lema ljudska trage­
dt)a dosad je . izmicala paznji 
sv1etske Javnostr, koja je daleko 
pomnije pratila sudbinu izbjegli­
ca u Jllgmstocnoj Aziji. I pru:i:.ala 
tz?as_ntJU porno<': nego li golemoj 
at mtJI afnck1h tzb)eglica. 

Tko je odgovoran za 
izbjeglice? 

Broj !judi bez ognjista i domovi­
ne u Africi neprekidno se poveca­
va. U zadnjih deset godina udese­
tostrucio se. Godine 1977. Afrika 
je imala oko tri milijuna izbjegli­
ca, 1978. ta se brojka popela na ce­
tiri i po milijuna da bi danas pre­
masila pet milijuna. Najved broj 
izbjeglica u Africi nalazi se na 
•rogu" kontinenta a Somalija, ko­
ja ima 3,7 milijuna stanovnika. 
·povecala« se za jednu trecinu, jer 
ima - 1.250.000 !judi bez domovi­
ne. U Sudanu ima oko 400.000 iz­
bjeglica. u Dibutiju 300.000. gra­
danski rat u Cadu prisilio je na 
desetke tisuca !judi da potrazi 
skloniste u Kamerunu; Nigeru i 
S1..1danu, Etiopija ima na »stotine 
tisuca raseljenih osoba", u Tanza­
niji je naslo utociste gotovo 
•li'V\fVV\ i?hio.n·lira itrl nn !;1 !=lft~i_ 

_,:._ .. : .... · 

.'~~ .. ,\·~~ 
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Organizacija africkog jedrnstva 

(OAJ) dosad je u dva navrata 
( 1967. i 1979.) pokusavala iznaci 
rjesenje za !jude bez domovine. 
polazeci od stajalista. kako je to 
tanzanijski predsjednik dr D:i:uli­
jus Njerere rekao na sveafrickoj 
konferenciji o izbjeglicama u pro­
ljece 1979. u Arusi: .Qvi ljudi (iz­
bjeglice) nasa su odgovornost". 
zauzimajud se da africke zemlje 
medusobno podijele teret. Medu­
tim, oCito je da •crni« kontinent. 
koji tesko nosi kolonijalno naslje­
de a pogoden brzim porastom sta­
novnistva, velikom nezaposleno­
scu, usporenim privrednim ra­
stom, velikim dugovima u inozem­
stvu, gladu i bolestima. nije u sta­
nju da se sam nosi s tim golemim 
t.eretom. Doduse africke dr:i:ave i 
nisu same jer im pomaze Visoki 
komesarijat Ujedinjenih naroda 
za izbjeglice, koji na :i:alost raspo­
laze mrsavim fondovima. Na pri­
mjer Komesarijat je 1978. utrosio 
na izbjeglice ukupno 50 milijuna 
dolara od cega je samo dio upu­
cen u Afriku. 

Nedostizna milijarda 
dol.ara 

Upravo stoga je ovog tjedna u 
Zenevi. na inicijativu Organizacije 
africkog jedinstva sazvana dvo­
dnevna konferencija o afriCkim 
izbjegJicama pod pokrovitelj­
stvom svjetske organizacije. Pre­
rna procjenama specijalizirane 
agencije UN za hranu (F AO) 30 af­
rickih zemalja nalaze se ovoga 
trenutka takoreCi u bezizlaznoj si­
tuaciji jer nisu u stanju osigurati 
dovoljno hrane i pitke vode svom 
stanovnistvu a da se o izbjeglica­
ma i ne govori. Prema istoj pro­
r.iP.ni samo da bi se osil:rurala hra-

lo. bi prijeko potrebno pronaCJ -
mtli)ardu dolara. Dosad je na. Ze­
nevskoj konferenciji osigurana 
)edva polovina te svote. I dok su 
zemlje u razvoju i nerazvijeni od­
lucili da odvoje najvise koliko mo­
gu, najrazvijeniji su skrto posezali 
u svoje duboke kese. 

Razumije se. niti od jedne se 
konferencije ne moze ocekiv~i 
da preko nod rijesi jedan takav 
slozen problem kao sto je ljudska 
tragedija od pet milijuna africkih 
izbjeglica, koja se napokon isto 
tako nije stvorila preko noci. Ali 
ako se ima na umu da istodobno 
razvijene zemlje i vojno-politicki 
blokovi svake godine ulazu 500 
milijuna dolara u bezglavu trku u 
naorl!zavanju dok u izbjeglickim 
logonma u Somaliji iii u ugand­
skoJ pokrajini Karamoda dnevno 
umiru stotine djece. :lena i stara­
ca od gladi, onda je sebitnost bo­
gatih neshvatljiva. Jer. bilo bi do­
voljno da veliki samo za koji po­
stotak smanje vojne budzete pa 
da se nahrani armija izbjeglica. I 
ne samo u Africi. Napokon upra­
vo su veliki na africki. •rog" kao 

· na vjesalicu objesili gomile oru­
zja, ali malosto su ucinili da bi na­
hranili mnoga gladna usta u Eti­
opiji i Somaliji, a da se izbjeglice 
~-spominju, kojih upravo najvise 
Medutim. najveca ljudska tra-

gedija - a to je neosporno sudbi­
na izbjeglica - ne moze se samo 
r·jesavati uz financijsku porno<': 
medunarodne zajednice. Na pri­
mjer u Somaliji od 1,250.000 izbje­
glica. samo nekih 600.000 do 
700.000 zivi u izb)eglickim logori­
ma gdje im se moze pruziti orga­
nizir·ana porno<':. Ostali lutaju kao 
nomadi. slicno kao i u drugim af­
r·ickim zemljama. i njima je tesko 
pomoci C:ak i ako medunarodna 
zajednica pt·uzi maksimalnu po­
rno<':. Upravo nomadska tradicija 
otezava napore Komesarijata UN 
za izbjeglice u efikasnijoj pomoci 
cak i s tako oskudnim sredstvima 
kakvima raspolaze. Nerijetko iz­
bjeglice-nomadi ne stignu u izbje­
glicke logore a ako i smognu toli­
ko snage, toliko su iscrpljeni da 
im vise nije moguce pomoci. 

Niti prilike u izbjeglickim logorima 
ponekad ne jamce egzistencijalni mi­
nimum da bi se prezivjelo. Sastav iz­
bjeglica u logorima takoder je svojevr­
sni pokazatelj. Na primjer u somalii­
sl,im logorima od pola milijuna ljudi. 
ima samo 41.000 muskaraca koji su 
prete:i:no stari i bolesni. :lena ima 
143.000, djece (od nekoliko tjedana sta­
re pa do sest godina) 153.000 a od sest 
god ina do 15 god ina - 137.000. Drugim 
rijecima gotovo svaki drugi izbjeglica 
je dijete ... Ponekad nema muskarca za 
fizicke poslove u logoru. 

Ipak kad je rijec o izbjeglicama u 
Africi barem u jednom pogledu njihov 
se stat.us·razlikuje od statusa izbjeglica 
na drugim kontinentima. Tradicional­
no afriC:ko bratstvo znaC:i da se izbje­
glice na •Crnom• kontinentu gotovo 
uvijek prihvacaju i da se prema njima 
postupa humano. Druga je, razumije 
se. stvar koliko je neka africka zemlja, 
koja pruza utoC:iste izbjeglicama, u mo­
gucnosti da im pomogne. Visoki kome­
sar UN za izbjeglice Paul Hartling u 
vise je navrata dosad pohvalio ·izuze­
tM i odgo•1oran naC:in• na koji su af­
ricke zemlje prihvacale izbjeglice. Uz­
mimo samo na primjer jednu od dva­
deset najsiromasnijih zemalja svijeta 
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~· ,.K.pN~Jr~e~~eJK' "lilT 
8mutoBa.1ra je JI3BeDl'l'aJ :mjJI ,._ 
je !IpJIBYl[&O Il'.alKBoy jnROCml, a.. 
XBaJ1oeR Jl OCIIopaBall. y 'tal ..... 
'1'8jy upBH nyr ce H& .JaJ . -
Ha'IHR CMI"RaJlH3HPB.IlO ,a;a Je = 
Ita KOHTHHeHT ca Bajaelual 
1136er~ BHJDe Hero Jll',D;e 7 

fiepH(),I( npHJial'OI)aBaa.a .A4JpJib 
JIOCTKOI(ORHjaJIIIOK p83,11106.11.7 &10 
je o6eJlellteR KRorOOpojRHM J:PH3II 
IlL Msoro je CJia6ocTK • uepeme­
BHX npo6JieMB, OC'l'IUIO y B8CJiel)e -
~ Jq)ar(HOH8JIRHX no,a;eJl& ~ 
11/0 ,a;pawanrme Rep83BXje&OC'J'Jl -
..... JIJIBOJIII8 lEKBOTIL 

CllopRe rp~e Jl3ll8!>7 Z'nlomlje 
• Colla.Drje, ,IQ)SIIa 38Jl8,li;JIOC8X8pc> 
B'Ol' aapo,a;a, pacruiiiJIC8B8Hoe rpal)aa 
CKOI' paTil 7 A.RroJIH, npoA)'XaB81W 
Qjxpa'<IRHje JIOJDt'I.'HKe yr&oeTaBalbll 
• anaporxej,a;a 7 Jyzsoj A~p~ Y­
"D!!CT8JJJJ J17'1eBJI Jl yKRO:EaBaH.e lUI 

CJIA8 - cse c:r TO T)'liDQl • TeiJIKa 
BaCJiet)a JroJIOHHj 8JIRe DpOilLIIOCTH, a 
.1111 cy :ta caBpellleHY A¢I>JIKY JICTOo' 
BpeweBO Jl :aeJDIDl JI3830B Jl pea.llHII 
eaacaccr. 

3a c:om&uiBB • Jalilcitp)ILY$iiUI pu 
BOj ~ xOii'nmeRTa seonxo,a;­
a t:T KJIP, xeljyco6Ra capa,ll;ll>8 aq,.. 

&E3 BORE A, Yugoslavia 

..,.am 'II!MII•a, 11U111fPUoe uje.. KOHTHHEHT CA HAJBHUIE M3BErJIHl{A HA CBETY: 
IDI'IKOr eJWHOMCKOr pasBOja. YMeC'l'O Yza..W. 

rA.adna d~ 11 

'l'Ol'll, A¢pmaa ,a;aHac no~eJbeRB je • 
-.oBCIIICKX • JIAeo.IIOIIIJDI, ca aej~­
MUXII YCJIOBHMa pa3BOja, a D1'l'O je 
~e y CBeMY, Hapd'<IH'l'O y oo­
«:,~~~ apewe, oao no,IU)yqje cse 
lJIHIDe noc'l'8je IIOJIHl'OH 38 Ha,D;IIIeTa­
a.e BeJIHKHX, OCBajaH>e ~ajHHX 
SOB&, JIO,II;eJlY crpaTernjcKHX HHTepe­
ea, YKJLY'<IYjyhH H no'<leTu: 6op6e 3a 
arpomme. 

036HJ&HOC'l' H Te:aom& OB&KBHX rJIO 
e&DHHX xperaH>a y:1poxyjy 3aolJ1Tpa 
BaH.e a¢pH'IXHX HeciiOp83YJ18 Jl 

caal)a, 38 x:oje cy, 7 DpBOII ~y, 0,11; 
l'080pHH HII8K CaMH A¢pHK~. J~ 
Ha o,a; aeoMa TeiiiKHX nOCJJ~~ o­
BaKBor pa3Boja jeCTe H ~ax MWIH 
oHa a¢pK'IKHX H36erJI~, BJWie He­
llO Ha 6HJIO KOM KOHTHHeHTY. A¢pH'I 
x:e BJia,a;e ce TeWKo cyo'<laaajy ca o­
BHII np06JieMOM H, O'IHrJle,D;HO, '1'0 C8 
we H concraeHHM ~CTBHMa He 110 
ry ,a;a peme. 

Ha rpa~aMa .AJclmpa ca Mapo 
!tOM H MaypHTaHHjOM, OKO 100.000 
HS5erJI~a .Jta 3anii!J;!~ Cax~P!' .. ,~ 
BH Ba py6y EHBOTHHX yCJIOB8. To je 
sapo,a; CaxpayH, x:ojM je nocne xapo 
EaHCJre ., H M8YPHTaHCKe aH~QQe 
illnaHcKe Caxape 1976. Jl36eraO a 
3eM.n.e. 

IIocne ,a;ora}}aja y 3aJq)CEOj upo­
B~H illa6M, 1977. H 1978, BMUie 
0,11; 220.000 M36ermru;a npemno je 3a­
JIPCEO-aHroJicKy rpll!iHey H CMecTH• 
JIO ce y ca6MpHe Jiorope y aHroJICKHM 
DpOB~jaMa JIYH,D;a H MolllHKO. AH 
l'OJICJta BJia,a;a cyo'IHJla ce 3a xpaTKo 
BpeMe ca orpoMHHM remx:ohawa OKO 
CllelllTaj a, HcxpaHe H .uex:apcJte He­
re 38 OBOJIMKH 6poj J&y,JUI EOjJI f:Y 
n~e DpeBaJhMBaJIH H BHJDe 0,11; 
1.000 KHJIOMeTapa, 3aje,a;so ca CTOKOM 
x ~ noxyhCTBOM, cnacaaa.nx ro 
.ae EHBore upe,u; opy.zaHHK . cyxo6JI .... . 

J om o,a; ape~~esa oc.ao6o,a;Julromr 
pa'l'8 ,a;o ,a;aHailiH>er ,a;BRa y 3axpy je 

, OCTBJlO CTOTHHRK XHJh8,11;8 .AHl'OJI~& 
Jl3&!rJIHX HCltpe,ll; nOpTy1'8JICEOr EO 
.aOHHJ8.llHor repopa. OHH ce nocrene 
Ro H ,ll;aHRC 'spahajy Y ,II;OMOBJIBY, 8• 
JIJI ce remx:o HHTel'PHIIIY Jl jom ore­
lite R&Jiase nocao H cwemr~. : 

fiope,JJ ~~~r:_a, sa J]l1 .AIIrc:l.!! -~ 

llpooA.eM ua6eiA.u~a 
- oiA.egaA.o cbux 
KacA.e~enux Hebo...ba 
Jtoje upumuc~ajy 
,U,pHU 'ltOHWUHenm" 

, . ACOP!.1KA 
Jyr AtPPJIEe. jom BeOCJio6obes · 

0~ KOJIOHHjaJlH3M8 Jl &nBPTXej,u;a, 
nonpMmTe je 15pojHHX Ay,u;cKHX ,a;pa 
101. Y Boi:~BaHH, aa JJpMM:ep, - 3eM 
JhM Sa BHCOpaBHH BeJIH'IHRe j~e 
Cl>paHeyCKe, ca OKO MWIHOH CTaHOB 
HHK8 - DpMBpeMeHO DpH6e:aomrre 
HaJia3e H36er.~IJ~Qe H3 CBHX eye~ 
seMaJha - H3 JYJKHe A¢pHKe, Ha­
MH6Hje, a ,II;OCKOpo Jl H3 3MM6a6Bea. 
To cy yr.uaaaoM IIJla,II;H JLY,D;H 6e3 110 
po,u;HD;a, C'l')',D;eB'l'H ·..Jg~K QP;6er.IIJC DO­
mrrJI'Itli:K'3lfrBO~ liPlllPO'~a era 
JIHOr cyxp6a HSMel)y l5e.JI:HX JC J.U)HHX 
He o6ehaaa Jlo6o,J&ID&B'QH J&KXO-
·a.x ~-~ ...... ~-.;,<._:'~~·~~'~'-~ 

J,IH6yrH, 6HBDill ~ K:OJIO­
BHja, a 0,11; Re,D;aBHO Re38BHCR8 ~za 
Ba Sa BtPPH'IKOK pory, JOI8 CaMO 
200.000 CTBHOBRMlta. BeoM& CJipoMa 
msa, oaa 3eMJha ce ca,a;a BOCK ca 
npo6JieMox 10.000 H:36er.~~HD;a H3 Co 
llaJlMje H ETHOnHje npe6erJIHX noc­
Jie ora,a;eHcx:or paTa. BehHHa HX je 
ca ce.n:a, 6e3 cpe,u;CTaaa 3& ::atHBOT, 
l5e3 HOB~a, l5e3 w~ehe, o6yhe x aaj­
OCROBRHjHX cpe,u;CT8B8. 0HH 3Hajy 
c&Mo ,u;a o6pa!jyjy 3eMJh7, a IIYCTHHt 
CKH J,IJdiY'l'JI '1'0 He KO:Ee ,u;a JIK npy­
:ax. 

fio.Dl'I'*''DUI IIPJiiHCaE Jl IIOjRJI t:7-
&o6JI H3Me!jy EmoiiHje H cyce,u;a, 
npe csera, COMa.nxje, xOliitiiJDcyjy 
DpHJIHKe ca Jl36erJIHD;a'Ma M y oaoj 
seMJLH, fiOCJJe paTa y Ora,a;esy, y 
ETHonHjH je H3 oae o6JiaCTH npe6er 
JIO OKO 500.000 JhY~ a H3 ~or 
Cy,u;asa OKO 2.000. 

Mo::~~~:,~~;a je Haj,r,n>Bli8TH'DDlja CII'1'Y* 
~a a¢pH'IKHX H36er~a y je,u;aoj 

~~_!JCMPOK~J~-~~·~-~ 

,11a ce :ma ~ COMliJIJija Be Mo::m:e RJI 
CBOM CTaHOBHHIIITBy ,u;a o6e36e,D;H MH 
HHMYM npHCTojsor EHBOTa. 

Yraa,u;a je CHM6o.11 IIa'1'B:oe • C'l'P8-
AaH.a Beh ,D;YJKe BpeMe. ~KTaT)'Pa 
H.,II;H A:aoma HaHeJia je oaoj .uenoj 
JICTO'<IHoa¢pH'IKOj 3eMJhH senoupaa­
JhMBe mTeTe, a rJia,a; je noxapaJla He 
TOqHY IIPOB~jy KapaMol}a. MHo­
l'H YraH}jaHM npe6erJIH cy y cyce,a;He 
aeK.a.e, HajBMille HX je y Cy,a;aey, a­
JIM cy caojeapeMeHO H y YraH,D;Y 
,D;OmJlH CTaHOB~ PyaR,II;e, BJWie 
o,u; 200.000, cKJialbajyhH ce Mcupe,u; 
15paTOy6MJiaqx:or paTa. . 

Cae a¢pHqKe 3eM.Ille upae JIHHMje 
¢poHTa cy y BpeMe OCJIOOO,Il;HJia'<IKOr 
paTa 3MM6a6Bea noCTaJie npn6eJKHIII 
re H3~rJIHD;aMa H3 paCHCTH'IKe Po­
;~~;e3Jsje. 'tlaz: " )l;asac, )!;Be l'O,II;HIIe 
nOCJJe cnm;aa.a He3aBMCHOCTH 3MK­
fia6:aea, XHJha,ll;e paceJbeRHX ,D;OMOpo 
)(llll;a jom :EMBe 7 3aM6Hjx • M038111 
6Jaq. ".. ' 

rOTOBO .-. Bella -.Je,a;se ~ 
a sexa.e x:oja BHje cyoqesa ca o­
BHK dP06Jie~~oll. CHpoKanma Ta­
:saaHja, aa npHIIep, DpHIIIHJia je ou 
C'TO ~a AY~ HapO,ll;a Xyry, DOC 
Jle KpB8BHX nJieMeHCKHX cyxo6a 7 
C'/ce.u;HOM BypYH,D;Hjy. Msore 3eii.Jhe 
npMMMJie cy · H36erJIHD;e, '<IHT&Be no­
po,u;HD;e HJIH CTYAeHTe, H3 y,a;aJLeRJI 
jHX 3eMaJha. Ha HHrepHjCKHK YBH­
JieP3HTeTHM8 H mEOJl81118 JIM& BJUIIe 
XJIJLB,D;a JYJKRoa¢pHKaHBil;a. H3 3811 
.11te anap-rxej,ll;a cry,u;esre mx:0.11yj7 
jom Jl rasa, JIJdSepHja, TyHHC a CH­
jepa JleoHe. 

nposuaJKeH.e Tpajaor peDJeRoa • 
Glle KHJIHOHe .lbY,II;H 6e3 ,D;OMOBa je 
npe caera, 3a,u;8TaK A¢pMKe, 8JIJI • 
'<IHTBBe CBeTCKe 3aje,u;RHlle. H,a;ea.a­
so ISH 6HJio Ka,a;a 6H ce ORJI Mora 
BpaTJI'l'H C80jHM ,II;OMOBHMa H I10B0B0 
YKJLY'DI'l'H y sopManaH JKHBOT. Ha­
ZBJlOC'l', oao HHje HH peanao, BH a 
KO OCTBaPJbMBO. 

3a ~· H36erJIHD;e, ca MaH>e JIJIJI 
IIHIUe cpehe, noicyiii&Bajy ,u;a ce HHTe 
l'PHIIIY y ::IKHBOT 3eMJLe cnor upaor 
~a. JIJIJI y 6oJLeM cJiyqajy ,a;a ce 
HceJie y aeJty 'l'peliy 3eMJLy. Y caa ---- ----·-.: .... - ............ --- .. ---~ 
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The plight ef Africa: five million refugees. Will they be helped to seJf.sufficiency? 

Ten years ago there were 7 50,000 
refugees in Africa. Today there are 
twice that number in Somalia alone 

AFRICA'S refugees, straggling 
in thin lines across ·barren land­
scapes, fording rivers shrunk 
from drought, or cutting paths 
through jungles in search of 
safety, make up the tragic pro­
file of a continent riven by 
natural disasters and by wars. 

Statistics on a page blur that 
profile. They show nothing of 
the woman digging in the desert 
to scoop a palmful of dirty brown 
water which is all she can give 
her child. They blur the mind's 
eye, too, because they are so 
overwhelming. 

There were three-quarters of 
a million refugees in Africa ten 
years ago; today there are 
double that number in Somalia 
alone. Tiny, landlocked Burundi 
has given asylum to more than 
200,000, and is also trying to 
resettle 100,000 of its own 
people who are gradually return­
ing from neighbouring countries 
to which they fled to escape 
tribal violence. In Africa as a 
whole, 25 of the world's poorest 
countries now shelter five mil­
lion destitute refugees-more 
than half the world's total. 

Their plight was debated at 
a conference in Geneva this 
weekend of the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees. 
1'1"'1-- !----- !- ... L_..._ .._..__ ----!-

by Rosemary Righter, Geneva 

saved, just, from collapsing. 
under the weight of a problem 
far greater than it was designed 
to bear when it was set up 30 
years ago. 

At this weekend's conference, 
which had the atmosphere of a 
grim charity bazaar, more than 
560 million dollars was belatedly 
pledged for Africa. This is far 
short of the conference target 
of 1,150 million dollars. It will 
secure emergency relief over 
the next 18 months but will do 
little towards fulfilling a more 
positive aim of the commission: 
to provide such basic things as · 
schools and farm imple·inents to 
refugee communities, to give 
some dignity to places that may 
still be part of African life 20 
years from now. 

The "success " of this round 
is overwhelmingly due to the 
unexpectedly ·generous response 
of 'the United States, which has 
promised 285 million dollars 
over two years-evidently in an 
attempt to convince African 
governments that the US is 
evolving a positive African 
policy. 

But there has been little sign 
at Geneva this weekend of what 
--~---1..1 L- - ----'- ---- .:...- .................... ... 

expensive conferences of this 
kiqd redundant. 

African governments have 
become hitter because their 
refugees have had only a frac­
tion of the assistance, and the 
sympathy, accorded Vietnam's 
boat people or the Kampu­
cheans. 

The whole emergency machin· 
ery of the United Nations is vul­
nerable to political fashion. In 
Southeast Asia refugees were 
dramatically pushed back out to 
sea or over frontiers until the 
West guaranteed both money 
and permanent homes for them 
outside Asia. 

By contrast, when refugees 
flee from one country to another 
in Africa, few are turned away. 
Sudan has made heroic and 
little-aided efforts to give not 
just shelter but land and a semb­
lance of normal life to nearly 
half a million Ethiopians. But 
just keeping the refugees alive, 
even where international agen­
cies supply the food and medi­
cines, can put terrible strains on 
poor countries. 

In some countries there can 
be no question of turning camps 
.:: ....... ~ -- ... ...J~ ..... 4o.:....... ----...... .: .. .: ...... 

people. In tiny Djibouti, hos. 
pitality comes from an empty 
table: its own people are in 
straits as desperate as the 
refugees. 

But productive communities 
have been achieved for about 
a million African refugees. 
Many African governments 
came to Geneva seeking aid to 

. encourage at least a degree of 
self-sufficiency in the refugee 
communities. 

A self-sufficiency plan would 
require not just money-and 
the lowest UN estimate is 1,200 
million dollars-but also a long­
term programme, co-ordinating 
emergency relief with develop­
ment work. Is there any hope 
of the UN commission achieving 
that? 

The trouble is that the com· 
m1sswn was a " temporary " 
creation to cope with European 
refugees in the wake of the last 
World war. Every fj,ve years a 
decision has to be made 
whether to keep it in being. And 
each autumn it has to go cap in 
hand to governments /at the 
United Nations for t'he next 
year's " emergency " budget. 

Each time it comes away 
with only a quarter tQ a third 
of the sum it requests, and 
__ ..,....,.,.!_ .. J....- #_,..ll,..,.a..:_,_ 
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Da oggi a Ginevra si discute 
su 5 milioni di profughi africani 
La conferenza convocata -sotto gli auspici delle Nazioni Unite - Assicu­
rata Ia presenza degli Stati membri deii'ONU e deii'OUA- Una tragica realta 

Quanti sono i profughi nel 
mondo? Le cifre sono assai 
controve<se: le stime pili re­
centi, ad opera del « Comi­
tate ;lmericano per i profu­
ghi » indicano in 13 milioni 
il numero pili attendibiie. 

Ma, al di Ht delle cifre, di 
per se tragicameme eloquen­
ti, resta, in tutta la sua 
drammatica realta, l'odissea 
di rnilioni di persone, vitti­
me della crudelta de,tl'uomo 
verso l'uomo. E nel « piane­
ta » profughi, dall'Asia al­
l' America Latina, all'Est eu­
ropeo - e proprio di que­
sti giorni !a notizia data dal 
CIM ( Comitato intergover­
nativo per le migrazioni) 
deli'aumento del fiusso di 
persone che << emigrano >> 
dall'Unione Sovietica o da 
altri Paesi comunisti ( si 
tratta in maggioranza di 
~brei) -!'Africa occupa, non 
;'e dubbio, un posto di pri­
no piano. I profughi afri-

cani, nel 1970, erano 750.000. 
Oggi si calcola siano 5 mi­
lioni ed il ioro nurnuo e de­
,;tinato ad aumentare. La 
maggior parte di essi e co­
stituita cta donne e bambi­
ni. Per :sfuggire aile perse­
cuzioni tribali o alla guer­
ra, vittime di eventi di cui 
non sono responsabili, han­
no abbandonato le proprie 
tene, attravetsa..'l.do deseni 
che si chiarm•.;l{) K2.;ahari o 
Sahara, har!no guadato fiu­
mi come lo Zambesi o lo 
Shabeli, han:1o varcato mon­
tagne e foreste vergmi. E' 
:1na crisi cl!e tocca da vici­
no il mondo intero, il pili 
delle volte sordo a questi 
ctrammi privati e collettivi 
che non possono non colpire 
la coscienza dell'uomo 

Per far fronte a questa 
situazione l'assemblea gene­
rale delle Nazioni Unite ha 
chiesto, nel novembre scor­
so, al segretario generale 
Kurt Waldheim di convoca­
re una conferenza i:nterna­
zionale destinata a mohilit.'l­
re l'assistenza per i rifugia­
ti in Africa. Diverse orga­
nizzazioni assistenziali, tra 
cui ia cattolica Caritas. ope­
rano attivamente nel conti­
neme africano, e in partico­
lare in Uganda, in Somalia 
e in Sudan. Basti considera­
re - e stato opportunamen­
te rilevato da e&ponenti cat­
tolici - che la eondizione di 
oltre un milione di profu­
ghi nella sola Somalir, un 
Paese che abitualmemB con­
ta tre milioni e mezzo di 
abitanti, rischia di alterare, 
in modo forse irreparahile, 
i'equilibrio delle istituzioni 
locali con gravi danni eco­
nomici e sociali. 

In questo contesto un ri­
lievo del tutto particolare 
viene ad assumere la confe­
r€mza che si terra a Ginevra, 
sotto gli auspici delle Nazio­
ni Unite, a partire da og­
gi. Si tratta della prima 
grande riunione internazio­
nale espressamente intesa a 
richiamare l'attenzione della 
Qpinione pubblica sulla con­
dizione e sui bisogni dei ri­
fugiati in Africa. Prenderan­
no parte a questa conferen­
za tutti gli Stati membri 
dell'ONU; e inoltre assicu­
rata Ia presenza dei movi­
menti di liberazione ricono­
sciuti dall'OUA (Organizza­
zione dell'Unitlt Africana) e 
dalle Nazioni Unite, noncM 

dh·erse organizzazioni assi­
stenziali. Quali g!i obiettivi 
che questa assise persegue? 
Anzitutto, e ovvio, quello di 
richiamare l'attenzione del­
l'opinione pubblica mondia­
le su questa tragica situazio­
ne; in secondo luogo quello 
di rnobilitare risorse supple­
mentari per i programmi in 
favore dei rifugiati in Afri­
ci.; ed inl1ne quello di aiuta­
re i Paesi d 'asilo ad ottene­
re l'assistenza internaziora­
le ai progetti destinati a raf­
forzare la loro capacita cd 
assu:nersi il farctello supple­
mentare che i rifugiati, con 
i !oro esodi. impongoow r.lle ! 
strutture ed ai servizi dei 
Pa.esi clove trovano ospita­
lita. 

La maggior parte di que· 
sta disperata. fiumana di mi­
lioni di rifugiati e giunta in 
P2esi che appartengono alla 
categoria dP1 Paesi tmmo 
sviluppati, Nazioni che gia 

si trovano a dover duramen­
te lottare per garantire alle 
proprie popolazioni un ac­
cettabile standard di vita. 
Ma questi Paesi non sono in 
grado, con i loro mez.zi, di 
ovviare ai bisogni di masse 
sempre pili crescenti di ri­
fugiati. II futuro, inoltre, si 
pro<;petta ancor pi\1 oscuro 
in ragione di alcuni fattori 
e~terni negativi qual! la sic­
eita rvedi il Sahell o la de­
sertific:azione, i' rinearo del­
le fonti energetiche, i deficit 
alimentari. la recessione che 
si registra a livello mondiale. 

Uno dei grandi obiettivi 
della conferenza ginevrina 
sara pertanto quello di 
ottenere consister.ti risorse 
supplementari a! fine di con­
sentire ai Pae'Si africani di 
accollarsi il gia pes11nte ca­
rko raupre<;entato rl:lll'acco­
glimento di alcuni · milioni 
di rifugiati. 
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Conference intemationale 
sur l'assistance aux refugies 
enAfrique - . Assurer Ia surVIe 
<<Un refugie sur deux dans le monde 
est africain>>, releve le supplement L'augmentation rapide du nombre 
special du <<Forum du developpe- des refugies a eu pour effet que les 
ment>> des Nations Unies. Ces refu- ressources disponibles ont du etre 
gies sont au nombre de cinq millions. reservees, naturellement, aux besoins 
Beaucoup d'entre eux sont affames, d'urgence, c'esHi-dire, assurer Ia sur­
beaucoup sont malades. La plupart vie des refugies nouvellement arrives. 
sont des femmes et des enfants. lis au lieu d'investir dans des solutions a 
ont fui les persecutions et Ia guerre, long terme, capables de donner aux 
victimes d'evenements qui les depas- refugies leur autonomie economique. 
sent. lis ont abandonne leurs foyers Et pourtant, dans certaines parties 
et sont partis a pied, traversant des d'Afrique, il est a craindre qu'on ne 
deserts qui ont norri Kalahari ou ouisse meme oas faire face aux 
~ahara; ils ont passe a gue des fieu- besoins d'urgence. C'est le cas, par 
ves, le Zambeze ou le Shabell; ils ont exemple, de Ia corne d'Afrique oil, 
franchi des montagnes et des forets dans certaines zones, Ia situation 
vierges. Tels sont les refugies d' Afri- frise Ia_ c~tastr~J?,he ~t oil ~e st:cours 
que. Chacun d'entre eux a sa trage- human~tam:., deJa fa1ble, s effnte de 
die personnelle. Dans leur ensemble, fa~on t~qmetante. Le manque de 
les refugies d'Afrique representent 1 combustible pour les transpo~t~, les 
ne crise humaine de premiere retards dans les transports manhmes, 

importance. Une crise qui, au-de1a Ia penurie alimentaire, Ia secheresse 
des frontieres d'une province, d'un qui tarit les sources d'eau, le spectre 
pays ou d'une region, touche mainte- des epidemies dans des camps sur­
nant le monde entier. peuples et malsains sont autant de 

C'est pour faire face a cette crise menaces concretes qui pesent sur Ia 
que l'Assemblee generale des survie de centaines de milliers de 
Nations Unies a demande, en personnes. Pour certains pays d'Afri­
novembre dernier, a son secretaire que les refugies ne sont pas un pro­
general, de convoquer une confe- bleme marginal; ils sont devenus le 
renee internationale destinee a mobi- principal probleme, et les priorites de 
liser !'assistance pour les refugies en developpement ont du ceder le pas a 
Afrique. L'Organisation de !'unite des priorites purement humanitaires. 
africaine (OUA) a ete pour beau- L'Afrique a generalement respecte 
coup dans !'elan politique qui a con- les conventions internationales sur 
duit a cette conference; il y a long- l'asi1e et s'est conduite, a tous points 
temps deja que l'OUA s'inquietait de vue, avec une grande generosite. 
du probleme des refugies sur son Au plan economique, le transfert de 
continent, appele aujourd'hui a faire ressources africaines, pourtant limi­
face a une situation radicalement tees, a ete considerable, qu'il s'agisse 
differente, tant sur le plan quantitatif de terres, d'aliments, de personnel ou 
que qualitatif. Les membres de de services administratifs. Une con­
l'OUA ont estime que !'opinion ference internationale, consacree a 
·mblique mondiale n'etait pas suffi- un probleme specifique de refugies, 
Jamment informee de Ia gravite de Ia sous les auspices des Nations Unies, 
situation, ni du manque alarmant de est un evenement exceptionnel. Dans 
ressources pour faire face a 1a crise. le caare des preparatifs a cette confe­
La conference qui se tiendra au renee, les gouvernements africains 
niveau ministeriel a Geneve, les 9 et ont fait le bilan de 1a situation des 
lO avril, a pour objectifs: premiere- refugies dans leurs pays respectifs et 
ment, d'appeler !'attention de l'opi- ont soumis des projets decrivant l'as­
nion publique sur Ia condition des sistance supplementaire requise, en 
refugies en Afrique; deuxiemement, tenant compte des programmes 
de mobiliser des ressources supple- d'ores et deja approuves. On a pu 
mentaires pour les programmes des- ainsi chiffrer les besoins des refugies 
tines aux refugies; et troisiemement, et de leurs pays d'accueil en Afrique. 
d'aider les pays d'asile a obtenir !'as- Reste a chiffrer, maintenant, ce que 
sistance internationale aux projets sera Ia reaction de Ia communaute 
destines a renforter leur capacite a internationale. II faut esperer qu'elle 
assumer le fardeau supplementaire sera, a Ia fois suffisante et veritable­
que les a refugies imposent a leur ment universelle, et que tous les 
infrastructure. Etats membres des Nations Unies 

qui ont les moyens d'aider n'hesite­
ront pas a le faire. 

Droit d'asile 
Rappelons, a ce propos, !'article 14 
de Ia Declaration des droits de 
l'h_omme, formule dans les termes 
smvants: I. <<Devant Ia persecution 
to~te personne a le droit de cherche; 
aslie et de beneficier de l'asile en 
d'autres pays.>> Et aussi !'article 11 du 
Pacte international relatif aux droits 
economiques, sociaux et culturels: I. 
<<Les Et~ts parties au present pacte 
reconn~tssent ~e droit de. toute per­
sonne a un mveau de v1e suffisant 
po_ur elle-mem~ et sa famille, y com­
pns une nournture, un vetement et 
un I.o~em~nt suffisants, ainsi qu'a une 
amehorahon constante de ses condi­
tions d'existence. Les Etats oartie~ 
prendront des mesures appropriees 
pour assurer Ia realisation de ce droit 
et ils reconnaissent a cet effet l'im­
~ort~nce essentielle d'une coopera­
t~on mternationale librement consen­
tle.>> 

Rappelons encore, en conclusion 
que l_es pays africains ont re~u, dans 
certams cas moins d'aide internatio­
na~e qu~ d'autres pays plus nantis 
qm avatt:nt categoriquement refuse 
l'inst~llat10n des refugies qui se pre­
sentatent a_ le~rs ~rontieres. Qui plus 
est, les Afncams s efforcent de resou-

; dre ce probleme dans le contexte 
1 afric~in, et personne n'exige Ia reins­
t~llatiOn de g_roupes de refugies dans 
d autres parties du monde solution 
couteuse et generaleme~t moins 
souhaitable, tant pour les refugies 
que pour le pays hote. · 

Suzanne Engelson. 
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Africa's curse 
REPRESENTATIVES of 82 countries 
are meeting in Geneva to launch a United 
Nations fund-raising effort aimed at a 1.2 
billion dollar aid programme for African 
refugees. 

The problem of refugees in Africa is enormous. 
Out of the estimated 10 million displaced people 
in the world, five million are to be found on this 
Continent. The problem is also more complex 
than in other parts of the world. 

As a staff writer explains elsewhere in today's paper: 
African refugees not only run away from political represston, 
racial oppression, civil wars, religtous persecution and tribal 
rebellions, they also run away from therr countries because of 
starvation, natural disasters and other purely economic and 
social problems. 

What is even more disturbing is the speed at which the 
problem has escalated. In 1967, there were only 450,000 
refugees on the entire Continent, compared with five million 
now. The situation is clearly .getting out of hand. 

The current conference in Geneva is not going to be the real 
answer to the refugee problem. It will only help to alleviate 
the suffering of the :::br.e who have been forced to leave their 
country, but it is · ely. to find a home for them . 
. International benefactors will most likely find most of the 

1.2 billion dollars deemed necessary to give the refugees a new 
start in life. The money will go towards providing food, 
fiRbting diseases, providing education and other social needs 
of the refugees scattered m temporary camps in 25 African 
countries. 

The money will, however, not change the attitudes that 
create refugees on the-Continent everyday. This is a problem 
the Africans will have to settle themselves. It is an internal 
matter, and our leaders must face up to it. 

It is also not as if our leaders were unaware of the refugee 
problem as the Continent emerged from colonial rule .. The 
Organisation of African Unity has, in its Charter, the cardinal 
principle that should have enabled African countries to greatly 
reduce or eliminate the problem. 

This is the inviolability of the inherited territorial bound­
aries and non-interference in the internal affairs of other 
sovereign states. 

Most of the refugees in Africa are a result of certain 
countries' failures to adhere to the O.A.U. Charter and 
attempts to destabilise neighbouring states. They do this by 
expl01tin$ ethnic, religious, ideological and other differences. 

For this reason, it is important to note and expose the 
attitude of the Soviet Union towards the African refugee 
problem. Russia and her allies are not taking part in the 
Geneva conference. 

The Soviet Union claims that the African refugee problem is 
a by-product of the decolonisation process and that she has no 
role m it. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

A lot of refuJ!ees are a direct result of Soviet manoeuvres to 
destabilise Afncan countries in an attempt to spread her 
ideological goals. If any sinJde nation were to be penalised for 
aggravating the refugee problem throughout the whole world, 
it would be the Soviet Union. · 

Kenya holds a unique position in this issue. In 1980, the 
United Nations could not trace a single Kenyan see,king refuge 
in another country. Yet her evolution from the colonial past is 
no different from that of other African countries. Her· 
population is also as diverse, ethnically and religiously, as that 
of other nations on the Continent. 

The reason why Kenyans do not run away from their 
country is that they have nothing to ruri away from. The 
peace, stability and freedom that they enjoy at home is 
unlikely to be bettered elsewhere. 

Kenya also adheres strictly to the J?rinciples of the O.A.U. 
Charter, especially as far as norr-mterference with other 
people's internal affairs is concerned. 

We are proud of this record. We must also be grateful to our 
Government that, since independence, Kenyans have had the 
~pporyunity to st~~:y home fre~ly, workin$ to impr?ve t~eir 
lives, tnstead ofbemg huddled mto makeshift camps m foretgn 
lands. 

SOMALIA REPT'TEES DESPERATE 

Half of the hundreds of thousands crowded into 32 
refugee camps in the desert are believed.to be children. Such 
is the tragedy of Somalia today. They are totally dependent on 
outside help- and that includes our help. Until very recently 
serious drought threatened their lives. Water was so short, 
people had to dig in dried-out river beds to get a little extra. 
Then heavy storms caused flash flooding. Rather than solving 
the refugees' problem this adds to them. . 

Food supplies have been damaged, trucks bogged 
down, and roads washed away. The shallow wells have got 
some days' extra water, but with so many refugees, water 
supplies are desperately short. Oxfam is already working in 
the camps. We have a medical team in the North and have 
now agreed to spend thousands of pounds on a major new 
water scheme. But money is still very short and our funds will 
soon run out. The refugees arc desperately waiting for your 
help. Please send a donation today. Every penny will be used 
for the refugees. £5,£25 or whateveryou can afford will help. 

Here is mv donation of £ ............. , ............. for the Somalia refugees. 

Name----------~--------------------------

Address------------------------------

Postcode ~ 
OXFAMEasternAfricaAppeal. Room TMOI, -
274 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 7DZ. 

27.4.81 
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Official Expects 
90 Nations at 
Africa Aid Meet 

UNITED NATiONS (APl­
high U.N. official indicated her 
Friday that he expected 9 • 
countries to attend an 
ternational conference i 
Geneva next Thursday and 
Friday for pledges of aid to 
retugecs in Africa. 

U.N. Undersecretary· 
General Abdulrahim .\t>tly 
Farah, representing Secretary· 
General Kurt W:IIdheim m 
preparations for the con· 
ference. told reporters 4.1 
countries had announced their 
intention to attend and about 
twice that number were ex· 
pected to show up. 

Vice President George Bush 
had planned to represent the 
United States. But now. with 
President Ronald Reagan in the 
hospital with bullet wounds. he 
will stay in Washington and 
1\lrs. Jeane J. Kirkpatrick. the 
C.N. ambassador. will attend. 

Farah, who is from Som:Ilia. 
said about 500 million refugees. 
about half of all those in the 
world, were in Africa and ahout 
$900 million was required to 
meet their immediate and long­
term needs. 

The United Nations is holding 
the conference in cooperation 
with the U.N. High Com­
missioner for Refugees. Poul 
Hartling of Denmark. and the 
Organization of .\fric.:m l'nit~ 

'B.anc:kok ~ost 9.1;.81 

Aid sought 
for African 
refugees 

GENEVA (UPI) - Mrica's soaring refugee popula· 
tion is a threat to peace as well as a humanitarian 
problem, UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim 
warned yesterday. 

Waldheim arrived in Geneva for the international 
conference today and Friday on aid to Mrtca's 5 
mlllion refugees- more than half the world's total. 

"The problems arising from such a great concen­
tration of refugees constitute a major crisis of our 
t.l,me, endangering peace and stability on that conti· 
nent and undermining prospects for development," 
hesaid. · 

01'1 the eve of the conference, the flr,st.tQ be held. on 
Mrlean refugees,. ?0 nations had accepted in¥1tatlona 
from the UN to send, either foreign .mlnisten or 
ntho.,. tnn.lo,rol 1'0on,...ftaft-+n+l••"'n 
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S. Zeitung 10.4.81 

Uferlose FU.ichtlingsstrome in Afrika 
Konferenz in Gent soli Geld fUr die tunf Millionen Vertriebenen zusammenbringen 

. . Genf (dpa) 
M1t emem Eklat begann am Donnerstag in 

Genf d1e mterna tionale Konferenz. die Hilfe­
mal3nahmen fur die fi.i.nf Millionen Fluchtlinge 
a,uf dem_ afrikanischen Kontinent und materielle 
l:·ntez:~tutzung der Aufnahmelander in Afrika 
be~chne!3en soll. Wegen der Zul2~sung Israel< 
bh_e~en die meisten arabi:o:chen Delegationen de; 
Ero,fnungssJtzung fern. l;"'NO-Generalsekretar 
K~rt . Wal~heim nannte nebe~ der Hilfe als 
WJChtlges KonferenzzieL dcJ3 die Weltoffentlich­
keJt auf das Schicksal der Fliichtlinge aufmerk-

. sam_ w"rd. Vor den Vertretern von mehr als 80 
Reg1eru~gen raumte Waldheim ein. da13 es bei 
de~ Kon .. erenz Jedorh nic:ht urn d1e Frsachen des 
FluchtlingoeJendB gehe, so wichtig sie auch sei­
en. Das ~os der FEid:tlinge sei ohnehin steto mit 
Fra~en aer Menschenrechte verkniipft. In den 
zwe:. Konferenztagen seien nicht aile Probleme 
z~ losen. Mlt ,.Gro.Bmut und Reali~mus konnen 
Wlr Jedocn sofort und hier ein ni.itzliches Werk 
begmnen". Waldheim forderte die Weltgemein­
schaft auf. ,.gro!3zugig und ohne Zoo-ern au• den 
Appell menschlicher Not zu ant\~orten"." Di~ 
Konferenz mus~e erft einmal umgerechnet 2.6 
M,l:l,ard~n Mark zusammenbekommen. Reali­
st,,ch er,chemen b1:olang nur 800 Millionen Mark 
als Ergebm,. 

_Der Vorsitzende dcr UKO-Vollversr.mmlung. 
Rud1ger von Wechmar, betonte, da!3 in Afrika 
d1e Halfte von allen Fiuchtlingen auf der Welt 
lebe. Ihre Zahl nchme standig zu. Trockenheit, 
Hungersnot. Knege und Verfolgung bteileten 

Tagespiege1 

sich immer mehr ii.ber Afrika a us. Desha!b genu­
gees m_cht, so sagte Wechmar, das Schicksal der 
Fl_uc~tlmge in Afrika zu erleichtern. Es miisse 
mog_l!ch sein, einen ,entscheidenden Schritt zur 
Be~ampfung der schrecklichen Gei13el der Ver­
treJbung von Menschen aus ihren Heimen" zu 
tun. 

Die Konferenz wurde mit knapp zweisttindi­
ger ';'er_spatung eroffnet, da urn die Einladung 
ls:ae,s 1m letzten Augenblick Differenzen auf­
ge.aucht waren. Als nach langen Verhandlungen 
hmter den Kulissen die Zulassung Israels be­
schloss~n V."Urde, blieben die meisten arabischen 
Delegatwnen der Eroffnungssitzung fern. Am 
Donnerstagnachmittag war noch offen, ob sie 
SIC~ mit ~em ~oy~ott der Eroffnungssitzung be­
gn.ugen ooer s1ch uberhaupt weigern. an den Be­
ra,ungen teilzunehmen. Zu der Konferenz waren 
131 Staaten eingeladen worden. Wahrend China 
und auch Cub.a eine Vertretung entsandt haben 
lehnten es d1e Sm.vjetunion und d. ..b . ' ko . t. h , le u ngen 

mmums !SC en Staaten ab, der Einladung 
nach Genf zu folgen. 

. Die Bundesrepublik wird ihre Entwicklungs­
hllfe fiir Afrika auch 1981 auf die armsten Ge­
blete an: Horn von Afrika und im siidlichen Teil 
des Kon,ments konzentrieren und sich dabei be­
s~nders urn die Fli.ichtltngsprobleme kummern. 
v_or der Konferenz kiindlgte die Staatsministe­
n~ .• Im Au~war:igen Amt, Hildegard Hamm­
BJ_ucher, !!Ilfsmlttel fi.ir das laufende Jahr in 
Hohe von uber 90 M1llionen Mark an. 

11.4.81 

UN 0-Fliichtlingsorganisation 
wertet Afrika-Konferenz als Erfofg 

528 Millionen Dollar zur Linderung der FliichtlintJsnot zugesagt 

G en f (dpa), Die zweitagige internationale Dieser Gemeinsdl.aftsbetrag wird unabha.ngig 
(onferenz zur Hilfe fUr Fltichtlinge in Afrika von der Hilfe gegeben, die die einzelnen EG-
ist ein "groBer Erfolgu. Dieses. Fazit zog ge- Lander leis ten. · 
~z vor KonierenzschluB in Genf ein Die genaue Bilanz dell teilweise verwirren­
.~ der UNO-FIO.chtlingsorganisation. den Zahlenspiels l:lBt sich nach Meinung von 
Das Treifen babe zwei Zlele gehabt, sagte der Experten der Flilchtlingsorganisation erst 
Sprecher: Das Weltgewissen auf die FUI.cht- nach der Konierenz ziehen. Aber schon vor 
lingsnot in Afrika hinzuweisen und gleichzei- ihrem Ende auBerten sie die Uberzeugung, 
tig "soviel Geld wie moglichu zur Linderung daB das dringliche Afrika-Hilieprogramm. f\ir 
dieser Not zusammenzubringen. Bei~e Aktio- die niicbsten eineinhalb bis zwei Jahre mit ei­
nen seien eriolgreich gewesen. nem Bedarf von rund 500 Millionen Dollar als 

Von rund 25 Liindern und der EG als Ge- voll gesichert gelten kann. 
meinschaft lagen nach Angaben _der Fliicht- Von den 131 eingeladenen Landern waren 
lingsorganisation bis gestern finanzielle Zu- insgesamt 97 nach Genf gekommen. Neben 
sagen im Gesamtwert von knapp 528 Millio- China hatte auch Kuba eine Delegation ent­
nen Dollar vor. Schatzungsweise 30 bis 40 I sandt. Die Sowjetunion und die ubrigen sozia­
Prozent dieses Betrags sind Hilfeleistungen, llistischen Lander sind der Konferenz jedoch 
:m denen sich die Geberliinder zusiitzlich zu ohne offizielle Begriindung ferngeblieben. 
bereits eingegangenen Verpflichtungen auf Die Deutsche Welthungerhilfe hat gestern 
Grund des Hilfeappells anliiBlich der Genfer noch einmal an die Bevolkerung der Bundes­
Konferenz bereiterkliirten. So sagte der Ver- republik appelliert, das FliichtlingseleJ.ld in 
treter der Europaischen Gemeinschaft einen Afrika durch Geldspenden zu lindern. Spen­
Betrag von 68 Millionen Dollar, im laufenden den a-rbittet die Organisation unter der Konto­
J ahr als Gemeinschaftshilfe fiir die Afrika- Nummer 111· beim Postsdl.eckamt Koln, der 
Fliichtlinge zu, wovon rund 35 Millionen D.ol- Sparkasse Bonn, der Volksbank Bonn und der 
lar als. neue zusatzliche Unterstiitzung gelten. Commerzbank, Bonn. 
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La vie 
internationa le 

Nations Unies 
et refugies africains 

Quand les historiens de l'avenir por­
teront un jugement sur I'ONU, lis ne 
pourront que dire que celle-ci aura 
ete un miroir fidele de son temps. 
Les joutes politiques dans ses arenes 
et leur compte rendu par les medias 
reftetent les tendances querelleuses 
des hommes qui s'affrontent. Les 
efforts des Nations Unies et de leurs 
institutions specialisees pour concre­
tiser les ideaux de Ia Charte de 
I'ONU sont une contribution beau­
''Oup plus constructive. L'historien 

e l'avenir devrait avoir a cceur de 
reserver quelques louanges a leurs 
travaux dans le domaine humani­
taire. 

Le refugie, cette victime des forces 
tenebreuses de Ia nature humaine. de 
!'intolerance, de Ia persecution, de Ia 
guerre. de Ia destruction, a vu son 
~L<~Lut reconnu par le droll mternatlO­
nal- releve Ia revue Forum du Deve­
!oppement des N ati?.ns U ni_es. 11. e~t 
desorma1s adm1s qu 11 d01t etre a1de, 
au qu'il soit dans le monde; et !es 
gouvernements comptent sur elles et 
sur Ia communaute internationale 
dans ce domaine. Ce n'etait pas 
encore le cas il y a quelques annees. 

Bien que ce probleme soit Ia con­
sequence meme des conftits, d'even~­
ments aprement debattus au Conse!l 
de securite et a Ia CommiSSIOn des 
droits de l'homme. il est generale­
ment admis. meme par les Etats que 
·~s refugies ont fuis, que ceux-ci pos­
.edent certains dr01ts. 

Au cours des dermeres ctecenmes, 
un reseau souple, mais efficace, s'est 

, tisse pour venir en aide aux refugies: 
gouvernemcnts membres de I'ONU, 
organisations intergouvernementales 
et non gouvernementales. Cette asso­
ciation sans contrainte a ete particu­
lierement manifeste en Afrique. 
L'Organisation de !'unite africaine 
(QUA) a pris une part active. et Ia 
convention qu'elle a adoptee en 1969 
est un document solide: !'assistance 
internationale a ete dans !'ensemble 
efficace, et les refugies de 1981 ne sont 
pas ceux de 1970. Meme si Ia solu­
tion du probleme est devenue unc 
gageure, si le reseau doit faire face 
a d'innombrables difficultes, plus 
jamais une situation pareille a celle 
de Ia Palestine ne pourra se creer. 

En effet, les efforts a moyen et a 
long terme - contrairement a Ia pre­
miere phase d'urgence- consistent a 
faire passer I~ refugies de Ia condi­
tion d'assistes a celle de citoyens pro­
ductifs. Et si le probleme paraft plus 
insoluble Ia qu'ailleurs, c'est que Ia 
plupart des refugies africains ont 
trouve asile dans des pays classes au 
nombre des economiquement les 
moins avances. Pour donner a leurs 
propres citoyens un niveau de vie 
decent, ils doivent deja concentrer 
leurs efforts a rompre le cercle 
vicieux de Ia misere. II n'est done 
que trap evident que, confrontes a 

pareilles difficultes, ils ne sont pas en 
mesure de fournir par eux-memes les 
ressources au nombre croissant de 
refugies. 

Dans ce contexte, ia situation des 
refugies en Somalie peut devenir 
catastrophique, selon Ia Semaine 
internationale de l'ONU, rapportant 
les paroles de M. Leon Davico, 
porte-parole du Haut Commissariat 
des Nations Unies pour les refugies, 
apres une visite de trois semaines 
dans quatre pays africains. II voulait 
alerter Ia presse internationale sur Ia 
situation particulierement grave d'un 
million de refugies. 

La Somalie figure au nombre des 
pays les plus pauvres du monde et 
doit faire face a une situation econo­
mique difficile. L'affiux de refugies 
sur son territoire pese lourdement 
sur son infrastructure deja sous-deve­
loppee; a Ia limite, il risque de creer 
des tensions entre Ia population 
autochtone et les refugies. Or cette 
situation, deja a Ia limite du suppor­
table, s'est soudainement aggravee 
par Ia penurie de carburant et par Ia 
secheresse, qui a tari les deux fteuves 
d'oi1 Ia population tirait pratique­
men! toute son eau. M. Davico et ses 
compagnons ont vu des hommes 
gratter de leurs doigts le lit d'un 
!1euve dans l'espoir de recueillir 
quelques gouttes d'eau. 

Une amelioration des conditions 
precaires des refugies d'Afrique ne 
peut venir uniquement du Haut 
Commissariat. Seu!e une coordina­
tion de toutes les bonnes volontes 
permettra de resoudre ce deli lance a 
Ia solidarite humaine. Dans cette 
optique, une conference internatio­
nale sous l'egide des Nations Unies 
se tiendra a Geneve, au niveau 
ministeriel, les 9 et 10 avril. 

Suzanne Engelson. 
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Trouver 
325 milliards 

CFA pour les 
rCfugiCs africains 
Les pays de rEst absents 

de Ia conference de Geneve 
La con,.rence de Gen•v• tur lei r"uglet afrlcalnl t'eet flna­

lement ouverte avec deux heuret de retard en reteon d'une 
pot•mlque 1ur Ia participation d'lerail. Plutleurt d6t,gatlons 
arabet ont boycott• I•• c•r•monlet d'ouverture, pour proteeter 
contra Ia pr•aence lera•llenne. 

··Let r.,....aentante de 12 payt aont r6unla hler a Gen•v• dans 
le but de cr,er un fonda d'atde de 325 mllllerdt de F CFA pour 
venlr en aide aux r .. ug"• d'Afrlque. 

Clnq mllllont de peraonnea, eouffrant de Ia falm, attelntet par 
dlvereea maladlet vlvent actuellement dane dee camp• dlue­
mlnea dana 25 paya d' Afrique. Cette mla•r• r6auHe deacguerres 
et des confllts qui affllgent le continent nolr. 

Cea peraonnea repr6aentent Ia molt" de Ia population mon· 
dlale dea r"ug"• et Ia con,.rence organla6e par lea Nations 
Unlet a pour objectlf de leur fournlr une aide Immediate eta long 
terme. 

Les pays du bloc sovletique ne partlclpent pas a cette reunion 
ou 13 mlnlatrea des Affalrea •trang•;•• prendront Ia parole. 
L'URSS et ••• alllea eatlment que ce problema est Ia conse­
quence de Ia decolonlaatlon. 

Five m Africans,~­

wander for food \\\~ 
GENEVA, April 10 (UNJ, 

DPA). 
VlVE million Africans live in 
.I' often unbearable conditions 
far from home and dependent on 
aid ·from people who themselves 
have hardly enough to survive, 
the international conference on 
African refugees was told here 
yesterday. 

The figures, presented by the 
UN are based on reports from 
25 African countries and are 
almost impossible to verify. 

The High Commission :for Re­
fugees here believes that there 
are between there and five mil· 
lion homeless in 'Africa. 

Estimates are hard to come by 
because the refugees are often 
· ined bv nomads and who con-

Patriot, New Delh! 
11.4.81 

The National Herald -
New Delhi 12.4.81 

$500 m aid_for 
"f . ~" A r1ean tl~\L\ 

refugees 
)\:,... 

GENEVA, April 11 (AP) -A 
high-level conference on the plight 
<>f Africa's five million refuKees net· 
ted more than $560 million in 
pledges which, sponsor said yes­
terday, was enough to cover the 
"most ·urgent needs" for the next 
24 months. 

However, the chief delegate from 
Somalia, which shelters one out of 
every five African refugees, criticis­
ed the in~ernational community for 
having failed "to fini:l a political 
solution to this problem." 

"The international community 
has chosen the less controversial 
r•. th of treating the sick rather 
than trying to prevent the dis~se," 
Mr. Jama Mohamed Ghalib, Soma· 
!ian Minister of Local Government 

. and Rural Development said. 
In a refeernce to Cuban forces 

•·111 •·Ethiopia, Mr. Ghalib said a 
crucial element to a political set• 
tlement is "removal of external for· 
ces from the Horn of Africa." 

Reviewing the two-day pledginR 
conference, to which 94 countrie!l 
)lent delegations, a spokesman for 
the United Nations High Com· 
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
the principal sponsor, said about 
half the pledges had not been lUI• 

nounced in advanu. 
The vast majority of the aid wa1 

pledged by traditional Westem do· 
nor nations. In the largest sing!!! 
contribution, the United Sta.tes an· 
nounced on Thursday it will speDd 
$ 285 miHion this year and next oD 
African refugees.· It was uaclear 
what percentage of the American 
pledge was in new and p~ 
unannouneed funds •. 
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lj.S. pled,ges £130m 
aid for A friva "I am not giving my name 

for obvious reasons but I can 
assure you t-hat people round 
here in a small town on the 
way to the camps pay extor­
tion1a'te rates for flour and other 
goods marked from, for 
example, the United States. It 
is crimina.!." 

By JOHN MYERS in Geneva 

THE United States yester-
day pledged to pro­

vide a third of the $QOO 
million (£410 million) aid 
which the United Nations 
savs is needed for African 
refugees during the next 
four to five years. 
1\Irs Jeane Kirkpatrick, 

American Ambassador to the 
Unitr!d Nations, promised the 
$2llq million (£130 million) as 
the first . international confer­
ence on raising funds for 
African refugees opened in 
Geneva. 

£6m from Britain 
'-But she also called on 

Africa to put an end to mili· 
tar:v adventures and \iolent 
politics" which have created 
the refugee problem. 

Among other promises o~ · ";id 
wer:e £6 million from Bntam, 
£7 million from the E E C, £4 
million from the Netherlands 
and £1,300,000 from Nigeria. 

Other lar,ge ex,tra contributions 
were announced b:v Canada, 
West G.~man.1·. France, Den­
niark~d Sweden. The total so 
f;;r 1\:11edged was approaching 
$500 million when. the conf~r­
r,.,re ad iourned unt1l -today w1th 
G; rountries still listed to 
:..;eak. 

The two-day conference was 
almost wrecked before it began 
by an Arab demand that Israel 
be exclude<!. Dr W aldheim and 
African States appealed on 
humanitarian grounds to the 
Arab bloc to withdraw its 
demand. 

A compromise was quickly 
found after J\llrs Kirkpatrick 
gave a warning that the Ameri­
can delegation would walk out 
if Israel were barred. 

A statement was later read 
by Sudan on behalf of t_he 
African group of countnes 
saying it was " regrettable " 
that an invitation had been 
sell't to Israel. 

Mrs Kirkpatrick said it was 
" unfortunate " that Russia and 
the East European Communist 
States had not accepted their 
invitations to take part in help­
ing to solve the urgent refugee 
problems in Africa. 

As well as having more than 
5 millio11 refugees - half the 
world total - Africa also has 
some 3 million displaced per­
sons. 

The most nredy countries are 
Somalia. which now has 
1,500,000 refugees from Eth!o­
pia, Sudan with 400,000 E;th_w· 
pian and other refugees, Za1re 
with 400,000 refugees from 
Uganda and Chad, and 
Cameroon. · with ;;n1.'1"1'> 
refugees f~rm ;~'-"'.!. 

I understand that the number 
of foreign doctors . now in 
Somalia with rrelief and aid 
teams have advised their head 
offices to threaten to cut off 
a 11 fur'ther 'help unless the 
Somali authorities take swift 
genuine action to stop t-he loss 
of ·so much incoming material. 

A French joumalist who visi­
ted a refugee camp on: 'the 
southern border of the Ogaden 
told me he had s.poken to a 
German dootor who accused the 
responsible Somalis of commit­
ting- " genocide," against the 
refugee population. 

They wer'e, according to this 
admitted·ly secondhand account, 
content to let no-mads die in 
their thousands while profiting 
from the t·heft of donated sup­
plies. 

SoiJlle of the refugee camps 
have been described as " death 
camp's" because of the high 
rates of mortality. 

Meanwhile, the call again has 
gone out for arms for guerril­
las. apparen~,Jy gearing up once 
more to take on Ethiopia. the 
Cubans who fight with them, 
and their Russian adviser,',_ 

International Herald Tribune - 10.4.81 

$285 Million to Help African ~+gees 
Pledged by U.S. Over the Next f:JJoYears 

By lain Guest 
International Herald Tribune 

GENEVA - The United States 
announced on Thursday a pledge 
of $285 million for African refugee 
programs, to be spent this year and 
in 1982. The pledge was made on 
the the opening of a two-day meet­
ing jointly sponsored by the Unit­
ed Nations, the office of the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
and the Organization of African 
Unity. 

The OAU has long argued that 
Africa's 5 million refugees, almost 
half the world total, have received 
less. than they should compared to 
others. The goal at the Geneva 
meeting is $1.15 billion. 

Washington's pledge, considera­
bly more than had been expected, 
was described by Jeane Kirkpa­
trick, who heads the American del­
egation, as "an expression of our 
desire to help, but also as a convic­
tion that something can be done,'' 

She_ added: "We deeply feel the 
suffenng of Africa's millions of 
refugees forced by political, 'eco­
nomic and natural catastrophes to 
leave their homes in search of safe­
ty anq even survival." 

Rep. Howard Wolpe, Democrat 
of_ Michigan, who is a delegate, 
sa1d the pledge would meet no ob­
stacles in the Congress. "There are 
few issues that command such bi­
partisan support," he said. 

The opening of the conference 
was delayed by a boycott by Arab 
delegations, in protest of the invi­
tation of Israel. The Arabs ended 
their boycott after a statement by 

Orner Birido of Sudan, who de­
plored "as a matter or principle" 
the invitation to Israel. 

Among the 94 delegations, the 
only member of the Eastern Eu­
rope Socialist bloc is Yugoslavia. 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick said at a news 
conference that the American· 
pledge would be broken down be­
tween the African programs of the 
UN High Commissioner and the 
Red Cross ($126.5 million), food 
aid ($80.7 million), still unspeci­
fied settlement programs for refu­
gees in Africa ($65 million),and 
resettle!flent of African refugees in 
the Umted States ($11.2 million). 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick said 3,800 ref­
ugees would be resettled in the 
United Statess this year and 4,500 
next year - "if they want to 
come." Most are Ethiopians, who 
have S?.ught _asylum in tile Sudan 
and DJibouti, and they are being 

received in the United States un­
der the existing refugee program. 

Two Main Beneficiaries 
But the public acknowledge­

ment of this at the conference 
c~used comment among some Af­
ncan delegates, who are not eager 
to encou~age outside resettlement 
as a solutiOn for Africa. 

. The most immediate beneficiar­
Ies of the U.S. announcement 
would . se~m t!l be the UN High 
Com~sswner s office and the In­
ternatiOnal Committee of the Red 
Cross, - both of which are both 
strugghng to meet their budget tar­
gets for Africa this. year. 

~e High Commissiner's office, 
w~ch has raised only $53 millions 
of Its $168 goal for this year, is ex­
I?ect~d to receive about $110 mil­
bon ~n. the ·next two yoars, with no 
condit!ons attached. The Red 
Cross Is short~~ on its 1981 budg­
et by 38 mtlbon Swiss frllllcs 
(about $19 million). · 

Se~eral ~ab_ states, notably 
~a~di _Arabia, did not respond to 
mvttatwns to· participate at the 
conference, and the contributions 
of members of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
to~ard the UN High Commission­
er s budget are small compared to 
those. of Western donors. This year 
~!~nrl-. A ..... L!- · •• 



Fe1n 1niljoner flyktingar 
. TI'-AFP. NEW YORK, lordag. • Af ik. Fyrtifem lander har en fOr flyktingproblemen 

I . . r a hittills meddelat att de i Afrika och att samla in 
kommer att delta i den pengar for arbetet bland 

· FN-konferens om bi- de uppskattningsvis fern 
stand till afrikanska miljoner flyktingarna i 

• • Det racker inte att bara torf­
tigt halla Afrikas fern miljoner 
flyktingar vid liv med nodsand­
ningar. 
• • Det ar otillfredsstallande att 
en afrikansk flykting far en arlig 
skarv av 85 kronor medan andra 
flyktinggrupper fAr mer an det 
dubbla. 
• • De maste fa tillrackligt for 
ett manniskovardigt liv, leva i 
normalare bosattningsform an 
ett primitivt flyktinglager. 

Det budskapet framfor dr Pe­
ter Onu, bitradande generalsek­
reterare i Afrikanska enhetsor­
ganisationen OAU till viirldens 
givarlander infor den stora afri­
kanska flyktingkonferensen i 
Geneve den 9 -10 april. 

Viird ar FN:s flyktingkommis­
sariat, UNHCR, overgripande or­
gan for den mesta flyktinghjal­
pen i varlden. Av varldens 13 mil­
joner flyktingar stAr 10 milj un­
der UNHCR:s mandat. Det iir 
UNHCR som forhandlar fram 
hjalpprogramrnen meet lander­
nas regeringar sam sedan ge­
nomfors av frivilligorganisatio­
ner och andra FN-organ. 

0 FN-organ 
i dilemma 

Det forsatter UNHCR liksom 
andra FN-organ i ett svltrt dilem­
ma. Ofta tvingas man folja disku­
tabla projekt av radsla for att re­
spektive land he it stanger dorren 
for ut- och insyn. Det hander att 
man stillsamt drar sig ur ett pro­
jekt som missbrukas, men det 
sker forst efter H'mga overvagan­
den sedan man forst forsokt sty­
ra ih projektet pA ratta banor. 

UNHCR skall agera helt hu­
manitiirt. Inte ta politisk stall­
ning, inte ge hjiilp som innebiir 
inblandning i staternas politik. 

Idealistiska faltarbetare finner 
oftast den diplomatiska sito;en 
konfliktfylld. De tvingas ge ut 
mindre matransoner for att half­
ten av matleveranserna bara for­
svunnit under transporter.· 

De biirjar behandla en tbc-sjuk 
sam de vet snart ska lamna be­
handlingen for att han mAste ut 
pa akern - annars har den sa 
kallade sjiilvforsorjande familjen 
inget att leva pa. Nar han sedan 
liter iir for sjuk for att arbeta 

biter inte behandlingen pa he­
nom langre. Manga dor i just tbc 
mitt i Sudans rika durrabalte. 
Tbc ar annars en sjukdoni som iir 
lattbotad i ett ordnat samhiille. 

I manga lander smalter flyk­
tinghjiilpen in som ett led i lan­
dets egen utvecklingsplan. I Tan­
zania t ex satts de 150 000 flyk­
tingarna att odla upp glesbygden. 
I Sudan som med sina 450 000 
flyktingar ar niist storsta motta­
garlandet for flyktingar i Afrika, 
efter Somalia, spelar flyktingar­
na en viktig roll som underbetal­
da gastarbetare. De skall fylla 
gapet efter de cirka en miljon 
sudaneser som sokt sig till battre 
betalda jobb i Saudi-Arabien. 

0 Flydde till 
skogarna 

I Hinder som ar fattiga och di­
plomatiskt isolerade som Angola 
har UNHCR andra konflikter. 
Man bekostar humanitar hjiilp 
till namibiska barn och kvinnor i 
Swapolager i sodra delen av lan­
det. Men nagon hjiilp kan man 
enligt reglerna inte ge de cirka 
BOO 000 hemlosa s k "displaced 
persons" sam Hinge varit flyk­
tingar i det egna landet. Det iir 
manniskor ur oppositionsrore:­
sen UNITA som flydde in i sko­
garna efter nederlaget 1978. 

Dessa flyktingar vAllar Angola 
star smarta. Det ar, enligt UNI­
CEF, mannfskor som under lira­
tal i skogarna nu soker sig nakna 
och utmarglade till byarna. 

En aktuell huvudvark for 
UNHCR ar aterforandet av flyk­
tingar frAn Sudan till Etiopien, 
tva tidigare fiende·r sam nu plots­
Jigt fallit i varandras armar. Ett 
100-tal etiopier flog i fjol tillbaka 
till Addis Abeba. 

0 Barnen ute 
pa falten 

Av dem har 60-talet nu tagit sig 
den modosamma vagen tillbaka 
till Sudan till fats. De berattar om 
avrattningar i de "omsl«>lnings­
liiger" sam ordnats for dem efter 
hemkomsten. Men de beriittel­
serna far inte spridas iangre i 
dagens Sudan. Flyktingar har 
hotats att bli utan mat om de 
beriittar. 

Dagens Nyheter, Sweden, 

flyktingar som arrange- 18 afrikanska Iinder. 
ras i Geneve 9-10 april, De 18 Iinder det giller 
uppger FN-killor i New har beraknat att behovet 
York. av flyktinghjilp Jigger pa 

Konferensens mal ar drygt fyra miljarder kro-
att vacka varldsopinion- nor. 

• Tiitt sammanpressade for att soka trost och 
viirme - en skara barri i ett flyktingliiger 'i 

Uganda i Ostafrika. 
De mer permanenta losningar 

sam Peter Onu efterlyser for 
Afrikas flyktingar £inns i vitt 
skilda skepnader beroende pa 
landets egen politi_k och egna be­
hov. DN har tittat pa flykting­
arbete 1 Sudan, Tanzania och 
Angola, tre afrikanska stater 

· ~nPd.,s_J<ilda politiska system som 
,Jykti~kommissariatet har 
\"erks"ilmhet i. I samt!iga lander 
fmns, ocksa Sverige med, dels 
som givarland men ock;a oom 
verkstiiilare av UNHCR-p'l'ojekt. 

SA hiir kan det se ut: 
• Pa Iotter om fern hektar god 
llke"rjord i Tanzanias nordostra . 

del odlar flyktingarna majs och 
kassawa for det egna hushallet 
som ska miitta cirka 10 personer. 
Dessutom odlas tobak for kon­
tanter. Barnen gAr alia i skola till 
de atta icke liiskunniga mam­
mornas stolthet. Livet ar arbets­
tyngt. Barnen arbetar pa falten 
efter skolan och bidrar till maten 
genom att jaga smiifAgel. 

Famlijerna sam flytt undan 
stamfPjder i det OVerbefolkade 
grannlandet Burundi lever i sma 
byar i traditionella hus i rodlera 
och tegel, alit bokstavligt byggt 
rned egna hander. Gemensamt 

med alia de 25 000 flyktingarna 
&ar det kortvuxna hutufolket i 
flyktingsamhallet Uliankulu en 
traktor och del i kollektivets in­
komster fra~ hotellet och de ge­
me~samma ago rna. MAlsattning­
en ar att ~e en dag skall integre­
ras totalt 1 samhiillet, bli vanliga 
J:?edborgare. Cirka 35 000 flyk­
tmgar fran Tanzanias grannland 
Ruanda h_ar nyligen blivit natu­
raliserade tanzanier. 
• Dold bakom en kulle in till sta­
den El Gedaref i Sudans rika 
d~rraland i den flyktingrika pro­
vmsen Kass~i.bor 6000 reRist­
rerade. 'etiopiska flyktingar, Den 
s k haJVtirbanabOsattningeri Tai­
wawa iir avsedd fOr stadsbor. 



Special report 

Namibian refugees' morale stays high 

1 

On top of all iL'> mher seri~·m problem> of 
reconHructiun. the govenl!llt"nt oi An?:ola 
is cannf.: for appro>.JJnatch· iW.O(J(I 

rduf!et"' from nnghbounng state;,, m­
cludn;g '•.'lOO South Afncans and :20-
30,u00 Zam·am. Bv far the ia.rgc;.t m1?:le 
group arc l\a.mibi.ms - now numbenng 
O''t'f 50.000 peopi• and mcrea;.ing daih· as 
mort· nlll the gaul!tlt'l of South African 
troc.p, 1<\ nc:mc &cro<.s the ilkgalh­
ocn;pwd t•:rriw;.;,"s nonhcm bordn. · · 

Ddcgat•'' from an lmernarional Com­
nm.<ior·, of lr;uuin \,·ho recenth· vi;.iwd the 
Namibian Hf:alth and Education Centre 
m Kwanza ~ul PnwnJCe g-ainn1 viYiri im­
pres~inm of the pranical and lo)Zi;.ucal 
difEculties of pnn·idmg for such vast 
numbers of people. Assistance from the 
international conln1unirv has so far been 
disappointinglY sparse - another 
measure of the dlenivene~' of pro-

\ 

apanht'id propaga11da in miswpresenting­
UK Angoian situation. 

The centre' IS temporan· hom~: for 

I 
25.000 Namibian:.. Approxnnatelv 80U km 
from the northern Namibia11 bonlt:r. 
n was estalJhshr-d followiilg the mas~ilcre 
on Mav 3 197 8 of mort' than 600 refugee' 
bv S;Juth Atrir.t.n pararroop<'rs ' at 
Ka.,singa 500 km furtheJ ;outh. Even at 
this diatanct' from rlw war zone.. tlw 
dan)!er of South African arrack i~ ever­
present - Sou t..h AlTican A1r Force reccllJ­
naissance planes and bombers reguiarh 
penetrate Angolan air space as far north a> 
Benguela. 4-0V km from the border, while 
new·· arrivals at Kwanza Sul. orphan.\, dis­
abled, or suffering from shock. are a 
constant reminder of the continuing 
stn1ggle. 

Between one-third and a half of the 
NamibiaJh at Kwanza Sul are school-age 
children ami studenr~. while approxl­
mateh· JO'Jt, an:: m th<: a~t rangf' one to 
e1ght w-an - a high nsk c.ategorv for 
malnutrition and related illllesses. 
Women and t>lderly peopie accoum for 
further large proportiom of the popuia­
tion and SOU bah1e;, have heen born in the 
settlement since it was f(mnded. 

But a rect"nt trend ts toward~ an in­
creasin~ number of men of working age, 
manv ol them contract workers, who have 
left Namibia smce the introduaion last 
vear by r.he South African amhoririe3, of 
militarv conscription for all race;. 

Apart from South African ~ession 
itsel[ the most acute prubkrn facing 
SWAPO and the Angolan authorities is the 
prmision of a safe and reliable- water 
supph. The Kwanza Sui centre lie> in well­
.wood.ed., hillv .cowltrv where .-the nvers 
rtlow 'through .. deep mines. ·:rhe >refu-gees, ' 
by and large. are hou;.ed in bdl tents 
donatnl b,· t. ~HCR and thf' S\q·dish 
Gon·nHnt'tit. At presnll. water 1s 
labonou,h· rrall\f)()rted 111 rw,, tniCI..' -
con~t~mh hrcak~n~ down undn the 
rtgoun. ,,j dn,·•ng throuf!h the ruut:h 
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retTJ.ili -- trcn11 the ncare-~1 rive1 
Nn, arn,·a.J, at tht' >enlc:-menL funiwr­

mon·. han ;:ilo LaLh· 'f'<'lll >CV<'ral w·eel,, 
tr.lVelimg thwugh <1 't'rin t~f W1.-\PC• tran>n 
c.amp' afte1 21~ arduou\ and dangerom 
iournc' throuf!h counrn· "·ht'rt:' dean 
water f01 dn1,k:ng and ,._.a,hing i< scarce. 
Tvpho1d. malari;, dYSt'lllf'n aud other 
drarrhvt"a-n-pe illne,,es. and parasitic 
dt~t'<t~t'". ttn- rhu.., all conltnon a! th<- ..,-ettit.._ 
il1CI!l. Tulwnuk''''· \\btcL j, pre\alt'Ilt 111 I 
'\dnt-d,Ja unrict Ll"- 1;" 1alh d!,CTimma· 
tOr\ au,tnhetd hrahh sv:-.tt"rn, ah() iliTiVt:~ 
with tl'1e It'luge-c' 

Dr haml" Indongu. -.v,.•.Pu Secrnaf\ 
for Ht<t!th and S,Kia: Affan·s and chid 
donor at the 1.entrt"'s 30-bed hospital. told 
ddegaie< of al!mheJ prohlcrn: caring for 
rhe v•ar-wounded ar,d d1sabled. Amputees 
usualh tr~vel abroad ro be fine~ with 
artificial hm t" in h iendh coumrie;, but 
on rcturnm>: w Kwanza SuL funher as;ist- 1 
ance " nttclcd w trail: the di>abled in the 
proper use and maintenance of their 
limb> and to rehabtlitate them inlll the 
communit\· through producnve aoivin· 
and crafts. 

cndc:mourishrnem and malnutrition 
art' bei11~ tackled a; svsrematicalh· as 
pos>iblt" and feeding progranimes 
devduped which take account of the 
inevitable practical problems of stor-<~ge 
and uanspnrtation arising m a large 
d~wloping counrrv with few metalled 
road> and a suh-tropic..1.l climate. Coelho 
da Cmz. forrncrh Minister of Health in 
rhe Angolan Govermnem and now 
President of the Angolan League for 
Friendship and Solidariry with Peoples, 
explained that the authorities were tend­
ing to make use of foodstuffs based on 
sova bean>, rather than the moi-e conven­
tional dried milk and dairy produns. for 
these rea~on;. 

Angola's climate experiences sudden 
drops in temperature, particularly at 
nighr., and warm clothing. blankets and 
tents are all needed for refugees of all ages. 
Walking- shoes and mbber boob and 
shoes for the rainv season are another 
priority. Members of the SWAf'O Women's 
Council, who are engaged in developing a 
matemin· and child care centre at Kwanza 
Sul. a kindergarten and a training pro­
Jm!rnme for nurses and midwives in con­
junction with the SWAPO health 
authorities, have been appealing abroad 
for napkim and baby clothe>. bab~ soaps 
and cre-.am~ women's underwear and 
supplernt'ntar\' foods for babies and 
nursillg mothers. 
; ~u~9pa.Uy, the main thru}il of>~, 
~"1>cing done .ar the centre u ·to pN>­
pare both ,rudems and adult> for the 
evemua! rerurn w a fi-et ~amibia and the 
ree<Hhtfllction of a genuinelY non-racial 
societY. l\!Ot-ak j, h1gh. dc-,pitt· the 1-'Ta\it~· 
of the ,;;uation 111 '\ami1)ia and the 1rnran­
~i!2:ence of the SoUl h .-'\fric.i!l rcpme• 

I rwll!!Pil OJ ( r!iil !\Ill 

Tlj( \'\t•i"l( 1 \\c-i'- ~ht~(.._('d ln the nid.~"-~dCre'-
pf r(·!~t~ct·.., !,\ :!1r· dilllcd foi~t'" of Rt,~Hit-~ict 
atH.! ~<>uti: Alnc., Bu• jt!'! <~'grim wue the 
da,·:-- vd1l'll Suddnt·~f· n._,,_)p~ ~.·to~~ed Ct'ntraJ 
At ric an Rt·puf,l!,· a!ld Ltr<~ndan borders to 
ldl Idugt·e,; wht'n ,\JorcHCan p!a1w, 
lhJinlwd \ah.u dWi wontt'll and children 111 

hbtTaicd ana' nl dw \\t''H'fll Desert. when 
returned refugn·' wt-re liquidated by 
AI!iin·, rq:mw and Moburu·, regime. and 
\'hen !\;f:uernd·, <if.:<"lll' l..idnappcd and 
e\.t·c·llit·d exiles frtllll I:.quawridl Guinea. 

The \,·or'-,'lling pi ohlcn1 and n~ cau:-.e:-, 
'<'ere tlw backp·ou:,d to a >ecoud Pan­
African refugee conft-n:Ii<t· '>pomored ll\ 
tlil. 0.-\1. ;_·~r-H R and : .,t LA at :-\rusha. 
Tar;L.an;a. in \1aY J(j/G Th1' Cnnferl"ncc on 
tht Si;u;.llioll of Refu~ee' Ill Africa \,·as at­
!f·ncied ln· _:.;q OAt n1cn-:;hf-r states and had a 

! largt nu.ml.wr o!' TWit-African states and 
hulllani;ari<m orgam>ation' a' obsen·ers. 

Di>cussion at the conference wa' open 
and criti<al and it has ;ub>equemh been 

1 ;uggt''lul I hai ldi Am in's fall in uganda a 
fe"' wetb [,efore the ccmferer,ce ga\'t· roo•!­
rc• freer di,cu\<.ioE .a:wut Africans per;.ecut­
ing African< and the importance of human 
right> tkn: l!iight otherwi<,e have been the 
ca<,e. An,ong the IlUlllerous recominend­
atiom that emerged wen· appeals to African 
state;, to con,Ider public declaration<. of 
amnestv for thei1 nationals m exile: to 
implenienr the ba .. ic legal instruments con­
cerning human rights: to incorporate 
principle> relating tc• a.;\lum rmo their 
national ]a\,·: to rarih the 1969 OAt· Con­
vention. and not to· penalise refugee; for 
entnmg the coumn· of asvlum in an irregu­
lar maiultT. 

All the recommendauom of the Arusha 
Conference were conf!,·!ned a few months 
later at the l9i9 OAL' mtTting in Monrovia. 

1 t is clear that Africa is determined to 
tackle m 1rnmense refugee probkms. It 
seems that thert: will <,oon be an African 
Human Rights Commis.;inn. At a pranical 
le\·el voung, poor African states struggling 
for their own de\ elopmem have alrnost 
alwav> extended genu ow. hospitality to 
refugees: land has been granwd for temp­
orat: and permanent senlernent> and man­
power and other :.en·ices provided. Last 
vear Tan,zania set a ne\, precedem by con­
ferring citzenship upon 36,000 Rwande;,e 
refugees. 

Howe\'er, the scale of Africa's refugee 
problems is one demanding international 
aetion. lr is to be hoped that the delegates at 
tl1is month's Genna conference will pledge 
their countries to help alJe,·iate th<" va'1 
hun1an suffering in\·oh·ed. 

:\o doubt there w1ll be a considerable 
:-hortiall m the mune\ a;;ked for and tlw 
mone\ commiaed. Pan of the blame- for 
this ri1Ust be apponioned to those OA L' 

member states who have failed to ratifv the 
!969 u.-..l Conwmiun. which hd...' . pro­
\·i;ion' spt·uiica!h dec,rglleo to coYer dw 
\ltllation of rdugn:>> 111 Ah-ica. B,· the begnt· 
ning of thi' vear nnh I 9 of dw 49 O\t statt·, 
,,-cie part\ 1" the C O!ll en lion - not a ven· 
, <•n\·inl mg derLr>lt'lLtlion H• dit' "ori,~ of 
A.trican commitnH:Itl [(; rt fugl'< protcCiiOn• 
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report 

Africa's refugee crisis­
a global responsibility 

One in two refugees in the world is an African. Roland Stanbridge 
describes their plight and reviews the·history of aid for refugees both 
from White rule and from Black African tyrants 

The United Nations, the Organisation of 
African Unity and the UN High Com­
missioner for Refugees ( UNHCR) called on 
the nations of the world to meet in Geneva 
this month at an International Conference 
for Assistance to Refugees in Africa There 
are now more than 5m refugees in Africa­
over half the world's total- compared with 
1 m five years ago. 

More than 100 countries were invited, 
from the powerful giants such as China, the 
USSR and us down to small island nations 
such as Trinidad, Iceland and Cyprus. 
Refugee-assisting organisations and African 
liberation movements are among the 
observers. 

At this two-day conference the delegates 
are being informed in detail of the different 
refugee situations in Africa and pro­
grammes for emergency and long-term 
relief will be presented. The countries 
attending will then be asked to pledge 
realistic sums of money to ensure the 
success of the programmes. 

Paul Hartling, the High Commissioner 
for Refugees, says he has high expectations 
that this international conference will secure 
much-needed resources. But will these 
really be forthcoming? This is not the first 
appeal for help that has gone out to the 
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international communit:v and those in the 
past have met with little success. The UNHCR 
has targeted $136m for emergency relief for 
African refugees this year. 

In drought-stricken Somal;a there are 
around 2m refugees, mostly women and 
children who have fled the fighting in the 
Ogaden region of Ethiopia while their men 
remain behind as guerrillas of the Western 
Somali Liberation Front At the beginning 
of this year refugees were flooding into the 
30 Somali camps at the rate of over 4,000 a 
day and the UNHCR said that only immense 
international effort could solve the crisis. 
Uncounted numbers of these refugees are 
dying of starvation. Only about 40% are in 
official refugee camps and even their plight 
is pitiful. Malaria, bilharzia and other in­
fectious diseases are widespread and there is 
practically no medicine available .. Food 
rations are inadequate and undernourish­
ment and malnutrition is rife. 

In late 1979 President Siad Barre, 
alarmed by the increasing flood of refugees 
and the burden they were placing on his 
country, declared a national state of 
emergency and appealed to the world for 
assistance. A year later he was reportedly 
dismayed by the poor response, especially 
given the large scale of mternational aid 

mobilised for the Vietnamese "boat people" 
and Afghan refugees in Pakistan. · 

Sudan's refugee population was 
approaching 500,000 at the beginning of 
this vear, most of them Eritreans fleeing the' 
civil war in Ethiopia Sizeable numbers also 
came from Chad, Zaire and Uganda More 
than 100,000 were in urban centres, the 
majoritv unable to find work. Immense 
strains were being placed on Sudan's 
limited resources and a rapidly-mounting 
chaotic situation led the government to 
create a National Committee for Aid to 
Refugees which declared 1980 "The Year of 
the Refugee" and launched a world-wide 
fund-raising campaign. It appealed for 
$280m at an international conference held 
in mid-I 980 in Khartoum. Funds for onlv 
$1Om were pledged. · 

Wherever one looks in Africa groups of 
refugees are to be found. Within Ethiopia 
more than a million of its own citizens are 
internally" displaced persons" and there are 
many thousands of refugees from Sudan. 
International assistance for the II 0,000 
refugees in Cameroon, who have fled from 
fighting in Chad, has been grossly inade­
quate and malnutrition· and disease are 
claiming a high toll. In south-west Algeria 
about 150,000 West Saharan refugees who 
have fled from Moroccan aggression are 
living in barren sandy camps. They are in 
dire need of more assistance. 

In Senegal uncounted thousands of 
refugees are believed to be living without 
any assistance at all. According to the Zaire 
Government the country is burdened with 
7 50,000 exiles. In turn the countries 
bordering Zaire provide asylum for many 
victims of Mobutu's regime. An estimated 
250,000 Zaireans fled the turmoil in Shaba 
province alone in the latter 70s. Repatri­
ation of these people by UNHCR has been 
going on since an offer of amnesty by 
Mobutu in 1979. 

c, Alr1ca Now maga11n<:' 



Although the brutally repressive rule of 
President Macias Nguema of Equatorial 
Guinea ended with his execution after an 
army coup in August 1979, huge numbers 
of nationals are still in exile in neighbour­
ing Gabon awaiting repatriation. 

Southern Africa generated endless 
streams of refugees throughout the last two 
decades. Hundreds of thousands have been 
repatriated following the successful wars of 
liberation in Mozambique, Angola and 
Zimbabwe, but there is s_tilLa .... c.onstant out­
pouring of asylum-seekers from Namibia 
and South Africa, estimated at about 
1 mpeople in 1980. They live in. constant 
danger of attack from the armed forces of 

South Africa. Apart from large-scale 
bombings of refugee camps, the South 
Africans have also assassmated several 
political refugees by means of parcel 
bombs. 

While the international community has 
been slow to respond to the tragic situation 
of so many of Africa's refugees, independ­
ent Africa has made concerted efforts to 
redress the problem since it was first 
recognised. 

During colonial times there was no 
African refugee problem because colonial 
forces did not allow movements of people 
across borders. Thus colonised Africans 
were unable to flee even in cases of 
genocide such as the Maji Maji wars of 

------------------! extermination in Tanganyika, the German 
Just three of the 2m. refugees in Somalia attempt to destroy the Herero people in 

South West Africa, or the massive slaughter 
of"Abyssinians" by the Italians. 

But together with the coming of 
independence came the refugees - in ever­
increasing numbers. Less than a year after 
its creation in 1963 the OAU established an 
ad !we Commission on Refugees and created 
a Refugee Committee to draft a legal Con­
vention for African Refugees. 

By 1967 the alarming increase in refugee 
numbers led the OAU to hold a conference 
on the "legal, economic and social aspects 
of African refugee problems" in Addis 
Ababa The purpose was to alert the world 
to the serious problems and to devise 
solutions. There were thought to be about 
800,000 refugees in Africa arid it was 
generally believed that almost all had orig-i­
nated from colonial or White minonty 
regimes. 

g' Tho.ugh the appeal for international help 
brought little response, the Addis Ababa 
conference established some clear guide­
lines for African solidarity in relation to 
refugees. These included recommen­
dations that African governments should 
share the burden of refugees rather than 
leave a few countries overloaded; that 
refugees be issued with travel documents to 
facilitate movement; and that they should 
not be rejected at frontiers. The conference 
also led to the creation of a Bureau for the 
Placement and Education of African 
Refugees (BPEAR) with a mandate to find 
jobs in African states for educated refugees. 

In 1969, after five years of work, the 
Refugee Committee produced an accept­
able draft convention, which was adopted 
by the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government as the OAU Convention Govern­
ing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in 
Ajrica. This historic document provided the 
legal basis for accepting large groups of 
refugees. 

In Africa refugees usually arrive in large 
numbers and, prior to the OAU Convention, 
there was no suitable legal instrument for 
dealing with them. The United Nations 
1951 Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees was inadequate in that it was 
designed to deal with individual determi­
nation of refugee status. Though modelled 
on the Geneva Convention, the OAU 

Convention added a clause to the definition 
of "refugee" which has sirice been hailed 
internationally as a major step forward in 
refugee law. It reads: "The term 'refugee' 
shall ... apply to every person who, owing 
to external aggression, occupation, foreign 
domination or events seriously disturbing 
public order in either part or the whole of 
his country of origin or nationality, is com­
pelled to leave his place of habitual resid­
ence in .~rder to seek refuge in another 
place ... 

Nonetheless, despite Africa's efforts, 
refugee numbers continued to increase 
dramatically and it became increasingly ap­
parent that the major cause was not flight • 
from W_hite rule, but rather gross violations 
of human rights within independent 
African states themselves - perpetrated by 
uncontrolled troops, tyrants and political 
and military leaders un<tble to tolerate com-
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Daily Express, Philippines, 4.4.81 

l\1BS to air UI\J prog .. ram on refugees 
MANILA The 

Mar.1rliKa Broadcasting 
Sy~.t.:1,1 and the Bureau 
of ·\ : .. ~Jcast will air 
t ~~n: i.'n and radio 
"r ·.i ": ;. of a special 
.:. )-r·'.llute United 
!' ! ~~ ". ~ .. rcgram next 
'·:··It t ~:.:,orating on 
: • i (• lJ's refugees 
;i,t ::on and 
p• .n. ::nz a better 

public awareness of a 
global conference to be 
held in Geneva April 
9-10 on the plight of 
refugees in Africa. 

A recent installment 
of the weekly world 
chronicle series, the 
program .will be 
televised by Maharlika 
on April 6, from 11:30 
p.m. and on April 9 

between 6 anu 7 p.m. 
The radio version will 
go on the air from 8:30 
p.m. on April 9 for a 
simultaneous broadcast 
over radio one DZF\1 
43B KHZ, DZFM-FM 
103.5 MHZ, DUH2 
6170 KHZ, DUH3 KHZ 
and DUB4 9615 KHZ. 

IT IS an interview 
with Dale de Haan, 

Daily Tribune, Philippines, 1.4.81 

Africa's refugees need 
more than $1 bilfion 

African countries­
many of them classified 
as low income or least 
developed - today face 
an added stress on their 
a 1 r e a d y overstrained 
economies. They are 
having to give asylum 
to five million refugees 
- half the entire refugee 
p o p u I at ion of the 
world. 

It is costing them 
heavily. Submt~sion hy 
African governments to 
the forthcoming Inter: 
national Conference on 
Assistance to Refugees 
in Africa (ICARA) indi­
cates that over $1.15 h jJ. 
lion is required to meet 
refugee needs on the 
con tin en t. 

This m e a n s that 
there is an urgent need 
to raise about $890 mil­
lion in order to meet 
the full requirements of 
the large nun)bers of re­
fugees. The current 
programs fur assistance 
t(,)'' refugees. in ;ifrica, 

'-
approved by t lie l'n11ed 
\lations lligh ('tli!illlis­
sione r for Re fugec, and 
otht'l United l'iations 
agcn.:ie~. <t 111 o u 11. r. ,·,, 
S260.X million. 

be.:ause. of its lliagni­
tude. the AfiiCOJII 1efu. 
gee prohle111 c·an UIJJ~ 

be solved effec·tiVt'l\ 

through the con.:c,tcJ 
effort of the cntm: in-
I C mat ionaJ CUIIIIIIU Ill I y. 

In response to this 
pressing need, the Uni­
ted Nations General As­
sembly has called for 
the convening of I(' A­
RA in Geneva. April 9-
10, 1981. to give an op­
portunity to Govern-
ments to acquire great­
er awareness of Africa's 
refugee problem and to 
pledge more resources 
towards its effective 
and durable solution. 

An IC ARA d o c u­
men t The Refugee Si­
tuation in Africa: Assist· 

'--
About $692 million 

is required to satisfy 
the emergency needs . 
such as food and shelter 
- of refugees who have 
newly arrived or who 
are residing in relief 
camps in a number of 
African countries. 

The document goes 
on to list $511.1 million 
needed for direct addi­
tional assistance to re­
fugees and returnees. 
Among the major ex­
penditures envisaged in 
the direct assistance 
program are those in 
the fields of education 
($104 J million), health 
and sanitation (98 mil­
lion), agricultural deve­
lopment ($89 .I milli_on) 
and shelter ($521 riu!. 
lion). 

ance M e a s u r e s 
Proposed points out 
that w i t h i n the total 
$1 J5 billion needed for 
refugee programs in Af­
rica~ approximately 
$450 million is required 
on a priority basis for 
measures that have to 
be implemented in the 
immediate term . that 
is, during 1981 and 1982. 

The IC ARA propo­
sals include $312. 7rnil­
lion to be s p e n t on 
various projects aimed 
at strengthening the a­
bility and capacity of 
the African asylum 
countries to cope better 
with the extra burden 
placed on their services 
and f a c i I i t i e s by 
the large-scale presence 
of r e f u g e e s and dis­
placed persons. 

l!nited Nations deputy 
high commissioner for 
refugees. 

Tl1e interviewers are 
Michael Littlcjohns of 
Reuters. Keith Hindell 
uf the British 
l:Sroadcasting 
Corporation and 
l::.!g::ne-Forson or the 
Ghana News Agency, all 
st;Hioned in New York. 
(PNA) 
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INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE - 6.4 .81 

West Wrestles With Refugee Aid Request 

, · "'fmergeriCJ· A.uutance' 
•· 'Wllii: makes it more ambitious 

.5till ib the way it is being present­
ed: Only $69 million are described 
·as .. emergency assisum~" w refu-

. gees; S425 million will be spent on 
~: aMi.s~" .-uch as. bel.lth 

.d food, :and & further $3 12. mil­
. .twn will cover !nfrasrructure such 
-.s schools and roads. 1:'\-eD though 
'this iOrt of assistance ll ltorma.Ily 
. bl.ndlcd, by. the UN Devdopment 

.. 'Program an~· other UN~ 
agenci~~ 

These are presented as global 
!SUmS, and the refugee problem as 

.. 1lOillinCID to: vimwlv the entm 
continent of Africa, ·CYl:':l though 
'lAc -acwal _numbeni vary enor­
mously. Mo:.ambique has only 100 
....,, ... ees ••hik Somalia claims 1.5 

.·;iiifon. 
AJ, 1 n:suh, the first reaction of 

V.'estem donors., who traditionally 
amtribute 90 percent of , the 
UNHCR's budget, mn be to picl: 
the ~.t._~W8f1. and insfst not only 

"By lain Guest 



NEWS BACKGROUND Daily Nation, Kenya 9.4.81 

Africa refugees' 
aid talks begin 

. ' 

STARTING tomorrow 
high-level delegations 
representing perhaps 100 
countries are convening for 
two days at an immense, 
marble-pillared assembly 
hall here to address the 
human tragedy in Africa. 

Subject of the proceedings are 
the five million persons who have 
sought refuge from famine or war 
or natural caLamity. Their 
number8~ represent a fivefolq 
increase since 1975. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees,• 
which is sponsoring the Geneva 1 

Conferenee with the Organisation 
of African Unity, figures that as 
many 'as half of the world's 
refugees are in Africa. 

"The situation · continues to 
deteriorate and help is needed 
urgently," said Dale de Haan, a 
ranking lJNHCR officiaL 

REFUGEES at the Sudanese border town of Kaya waiting to be 
registered ... donor countries' contributions not unlimited. 

The ministerial-level con­
ference which is certain to evoke 
the meeting in July 1979 at which 

W aldheim in Geneva 

GENEVA. April 8: United 
NaboliS Secretary-General 
Kurt Waldhe:m arLYed here! 
toctav to take. part in the in­
tem~tionill co01ference on 
aid to_ African refu~'ees wh'ch 
opens tomorrow. 

Dr. Waldheim v,r"ll ch,l.lt' 
the t\\·o-da\' mee1in!! wh' -h 
82 nations have ~a;d. they will 
attend.-DPA. 

Pakistan Times, ua,.·a1p'.ndi 
9.4.81 

African refugees: 
Waldheim's plea 

GENEVA, April 7: UN Secre­
tary-General Kurt Waldheim to­
day called worldwide support for 
the international conference for 
aid to African refugees, two days 
before he was to open the event 
here. 

The pubiished appeal asked in 
part for the mobilisation of moral 
and material aid for a solution of 
the refugee problem.-DP A. 

FN -konferens 
for flyktinghjalp 

FN, GENEVE (FNB-AFP­
Reuter) Forenta Nationerna inle­
der pa torsdagen en tva dagars 
konferens i Geneve, som syftar till 
att fa ihop 1 ,2 miljarder dollar 
(4,8 miljarder mark) for att bista 
flyktingarna i Afrika. 

Under de narmaste aderton 
manaderna beraknas behovet av 
enbart noohjalp for Afrikas fern 
miljoner flyktingar uppga till 550 
miljoner dollar (2,2 miljarder 
mark). 

Delegater fran over 70 liinder 
deltar i flyktingskonferensen i 
Geneve, de fiesta av dem medlem· 
mar av regeringen I sina respekti· 
ve liinder. 

FN-statistiken visar att ~ 1talet 
flyktingar i Afrika bar mangfaldi· 
gats under de tva senaste aren. 
Situationen ar viirst i astra 
Afrika. 

Genevekonferensen striivar dels 
till att fa ihop de behovliga medlen 
for flyktinghjiilpen och dels till att 
givarliinderna ingar langfristiga 
bista,.tsavtal med de behovande 
statt 

FN:s l!eneralsekreterare Kurt 

By W. JOSEPH CAMPBELL. 
GENEVA, Wednesday 

$190 million was raised for Indo­
Chinese boat people is intended 
to encourage and accept pledges 
for millions of dollars for African 
refugee relief, and for develop­
ment programmes in countries of 
asylum. 

Governments of 30 African 
countries have submitted 
requests amounting to $494.5 
million in aid to refugees, and 
85.9' million in aid to repatriated 
refugees. 

In addition, they are soliciting 
$312.7 million for "infrastructure 
support projects," to help asylum 
countries absorb the refugee_ 
influx. The dev-elopment 
proposals range from $41.1 
"million for roads in Somalia, 
which shelters more than .one­
quarter of the continent's 
refugees, to $160,000 for a 
primary school classroom in 
Kenya, which has 3,500 refugees. 

Counting $260.8 million sought 
for projects previously approved 
by UN agencies .. the total 

·assistance package before the con­
terence on African refugees 
exceeds· $1.15 billion. 

The needs are "considerable," 
states a lengthy conference docu­
ment outlining the s.eparate 
requests for aid, "but it is beyond 
doubt that the countries of Africa 
deserve assistance to permit them 
to continue their traditionally 
generous and sympathetic 
attitudes toward refugees". 

Nevertheless, the_ goal of $1.15 
billion is widely held to be 
unlikely. . . . 

"Forget that at the confer-
ence," said one UNHCR source, 
"th!\t. figure is destined for the 
waste bin of history". 

A .more probable target is for 
about $450 million, which would 
be devoted to urgent refugee. 
requirements over a period of two 
years. That sum would inClude 
the $260.8 million 1;1eeded for the 
already-plann-ed ·projects, with the 
balance to be made up· from 
pled~es at the conference. _ · 

Such an outcome, the UNHCR 
'source said, would represent ''an. 
eno~oussuccess" · ,:_AP 



OBSERVER, SUNDAY 5 APRIL 1981 

AFRICA'S 
REFUGEES 

SOMAliA 
1,540.000 
TANZANIA 
140,000 
BURUNDI 
234,590 

Half the world's refug,ees (see map) live in camps lik,e this one in Somalia. 

Crisis talks on refugees 
by ALASTAIR MATHESON and COLIN LEGUM 
THE worst refugee crisis since the 
end of the war will be the subject 
of a high-level international con­
ference in Geneva this week. 

The conference, called by the United 
Nations and the Organisation of 
African Unity, will focus on Africa 
where more than half the world's 10 
million refugees are living-mostly in 
misery. 

The majority are crowded into the 
continent's poorest countries, whose 
own meagre resources are strained to 
the point where they are now a serious 
burden on their host communities. 

The UN Hi~h Commissioner for 
Refugees, Pou! Hartling, est•mates 
that over £500 million is urgently 
needed to help His funds can meet 
only a quarter of that need. 

The tiny republic of Djibouti on the 
Red Sea, which has given asylum to 
42,000 Somalis, for instance; has virtu­
ally no resources of its own. Water is 
so scarce that children in the refugee 
camps are rationed to only one cup 

a day. Adults get a cup every second 
day. 

The number of refugees is expected 
to soar as drought and famine spread. 
Otlier causes of the refugee crisis are 
the conflicts in the Horn of Africa, 
which affect Ethiopia, Somalia, 
Eritrea, Sudan and Djibouti; the civil 
war in Chad; the struggles in Namibia 
and South Africa; the unsettled 
situation in Uganda, the legacy of 
Amin's regime; and the conflict in the 
West Sahara. 

Deciides of drought in the Sahel 
region, around the fringes of the 
Sahara, have devastated nomad-ic 
tribes. The Cape Verde Islands haven't 
had proper rain for almost 14 years, 
and the islanders are now kept almost 
entirely by Western aid. 

Many African leaders, including 
President Numeiry of Sudan (pro­
bably the most hospitable country in 
Africa, with a refugee population of 
nearly half a million), have asked why 
the world has shown more concern for 

Asian refugees. The 'boat people' 
from Vietnam, for example, have 
generated far more publicity in the 
media than even the desperate plight 
of the Somali refugees, . 

The OAU is well aware of the dif­
ficulty of rresenting the case for the 
African refugee. Its assistant secre· 
tary-general, Dr Peter Onu, has 
pointed to the discrepancy ·whereby 
only £10 a year is spent on each 
African, compared with £23 a year for 
refugees in other continents, includ­
ing Asia. 

He has also complained that the 
level of assistance given to African 
refugees is only enough to save them 
from starving, there is no money left 
to rehabilitate them. · 

One problem is that so many of the 
refugees in Africa are 'forgotten 
people '-like the Zaireans from 
Shaba (Katanga), who kept Tshombe 
in power and who are. still shuttled 
back and forth from Shaba to Angola 
or Zambia. 



L'Opinion, Rabat, Morocco 

UN PROB·LEME AFRICAIN 
DU RESSORT DE L'O.U.A. 

Le Nigeria, un des autre;s pays africa.ins qui a soul· 
fert des affres de Ia gu.-re dv~le et du drame inherent 
au deplaccment des populations. Aujourd'hui c'est ce 
meme pays qui accueille sur son i<ll pres de 110 000 re· 
fugies. 

Parmi ces demiers, des Tchadiens qui ont fui leur 
pays en proVe a une gu~re civile meurtriere a laquell• 
l'~nvasion militaire Ubyenne a donne une tournure en­
co~e plus dra.matiqu.e. ~· Adenilcan, char~e d'affaires 
a l ambassade du N1gena a Rabat, nous l~re ci·apr~a 
br~vement ses impressions sur le probleme cruel des 
refugies africains. ' 

Auparavan.t, M. Adenira:n a tenu 8. souligner lea ex· 
<:allentes •. relat.tons euttre le Mar(k et le N>geria, rela· 

. hons qu tl espere 'Voir se devclopper sw lcs plans c:u&· 
turel, conunercial et economique. 

.. Cc probl,em~ remontc au l9i:mc siede. lors de Ia 
diVISion de I A.fr:que en zones. d' ·nliucnce cur.ope•nnes. 
Cela a . ~ondu1t a une balkamsatwn de I' Afrique et a 
des diVlSIODS au sein d'un meme pays. Les gucrrcs qui 
0!-'lt en decoule ont ete a l'o;igine du problcme des refu 
gH~s. Exemple Le Tchad. I'Ethiopic et Ia Somalie. 

L~ p;obl~me des refugies a egalement pour origine 
la secheresse qui affecte particulierement Ia region du 
Sahel. Les habitants de ces region's se deplacent a la 
r~cherche de conditions de vie pus favorables. ce sont 
la les deux grands facteurs responsablcs du problem• 
des refugies. 

. C'est Ia un drmatiquc p;obleme humain car des 
~1lhers d'etres humains sont pour ainsi dir" arrachea 
a leurs foyers sans parfois un espo1r de r~· unr. 

\ ' 
~' 
,.,~ 

·1 t 
''~-.'~~: 

\ ~· . '\," ~~: 
conccrne ·refugies tcha ens au Nig~: 

ria, M. Adeniran a dit que son gouvernement leur ve­
nait en aide en construisant des camps et en leur dis• 
tribuant nourriture, vetements et medicaments par 
l'intermediaire de Ia Oroix Rouge. L'aide aux refugies 
est dispensee au niveau du gouvernement federal et des 
Etats. Mais nous souhaitons· surtout que Ia guerre cesse 
au Tchad,; ce qui permettra lr retour de ces personnes 
dans leurs foyers. Le Nigeria fait appel a l'Organisa· 
tion de l'Unite Africaine, a meme de faire face, de par 
ses competences a ce probleme d'envergure, d'autanl 
que c'est un probleme africain. L'Organisa<ion des Na· 
tions Unies essaie, pour sa part de trou.ver des solu· 
Uons a ce probleme. C'est precisement l'objet de la 
Conference de Geneve. 

Pour ce qui est des -resultats de la conference sur 
tes refugies en Afrique, M. Adeniran s'est declare ttes 
optimiste : « Nous avons pii recueillir des sommes im• 
portantes destinees a subvenir aux besoins immediats 
des refugies, a organiser leur •retour dans leurs foyers 
Oil a les aider a s'etablir definitivement >. 

M. Adeniran a estime que toute action en fav,rur 
des r~fugies en Afrique doit se situer au niveau de 
l'OUA (!ont le ttavail, en ce sens, est du reste valable. 
Cependant, et eu egard a l'amplem du probleme, par 
son c6te humain, une aide doit etre fourni• sur le plan 
international •. 



26 January 1881 

The plight of 
refugees in Africa 
Florence Kabba examines the problems facing the forthcoming Geneva 
conference on African refugees. 

THE UNITED NATIONS' decision to 
convene an international conference on 
Assistance to Refugees in Africa in Geneva 
on April 9 and 1 0, 1981, comes at a time 
when the refugee situation in Africa has 
reached crisis point. One in two refugees in 
the world is now an African. 

This startling fact had been brought to 
bear upon an earlier meeting between the 
OAU Secretariat and the UN system in 
Nairobi. on June 5 to 7. 1980. The OA U 
expres~ed concern at the inadequate 
finances allocated to the refugee problem, 
the immen~e burden placed on countries of 
asylum. and the need to publicise this fact. 
The result has been a decision to convene 
the conference in Geneva where the 
international community will be im·ited to 
.. pledge .. resources. 

No 'boat people' 
Africa has no .. boat people·· but instead 

millions of refugees. who are living a 
marginal exi~tence on the . edge of 
starvation. Suffering, while Jess dramatic in 
media terms. is no less acute. By the end of 
1 980 there were five million refugees in the 
continent. with the largest concentration in 
the Horn of Africa. The refugee problem in 
Somalia is particularly acute. A million 
refugees are registered in 30 camps with 
many others reported to be living outside 
organised settlements. 

In Djibouti, one in 10 of the population is 
a refugee. 

In Sudan 441.000 refugees have moved 
in from Ethiopia. Uganda, Chad and Zaire 
prompting the government to declare 1980 
the ")'ear of the Refugee in the Sudan". 
The attempt was to illustrate in aver: clear 
way the sort of strain an influx of refugees 
ca~ put on a country's already ~eak 
infra-structure and in the case of Somalia. 
aggravating ex1sting problems of house 
rents. public transport, employment, etc. 

Civil war in Chad ha~ driven 100,000 
refugees across the border into Cameroon, 
Nigeria and Sudan and during the past few 
months Ugandan refugee~ have fled into 
Zaire. 

And this is only the tip of the iceberg. 
There are ~ubstantial amounts of refugees 
in Angola, Burundi. Botswana and Uganda. 

The fact that must countries of asylum 
belong t0 the group of least developed 
countries highlights the 1mportant wle the 
United Nations and other relief agenc1es 
pia). 

Tv.o types of help are given by UN 
agencies to combat th~ ~efugee pro~Iem in 

co-ordinating agency, the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) launched an appeal for 
US$40. 7m. for assistance other than food 
to refugees. while food requirements were 
estimated at US$80m. UNHCR found it 
necessary to concentrate assistance on 
immediate relief, i.e., Clothing, -s'helter, 
medicine, etc. They supplemented trans­
port costs and food rations, improved the 
water supply and provided educational 
assistance. In Ethiopia UNHCR activities 
primarily focus on specific programmes, 
e.g .. with the support of the Ethiopian 
government a project is being established to 
help receive and rehabilitate refugees 
returning to Ethiopia from neighbouring 
countries. Help centres around the 
construction and equipment of reception 
centres, the provision of material needs and 
ultimately the basis upon which to sustain 
self-supporting activity. 

In J',;orthern Cameroon UNHCR helped 
100,000 refugees who fled from civil war in 
Chad by launching a US$7.6m. appeal for 
emergency supplies. 

'let despite criticisms to the contrary, 
Lil'iHCR activities do involve more 
long-term help. For example, in Somalia 
where emphasis has been on immediate 
relief, assistance has also been given to 
pwmote_self-sufficiency projects such as a 
pilot project in agriculture. In Tanganyika a 
self-sufficient community of refugees has 
been created in Ulyankulu where refugees 
with initial assistance from the UN are 
expected by the end of 1980 to earn 
approximately US$! m. through sales of 
their own products. 

Rehabilitation 
Of course, the most durable solution is 

the voluntar~ repatriation of refugees to 
their homelands. This happened in Sudan in 
1972 when UNHCR provided initial 
rehabilitation measures for both those 
returning and those who had been displaced 
within their own country. Repatriation has 
also successfull) taken place in Botswana, 
Mozambique. Zambia and perhaps most 
spectacularly m Zimbabwe, where 
UNHCR co-ordinated a programme in 
which 660,000 returnees and displaced 
pers0m are being rehabilitated. Failing 
repatriation, the next best solution is total 
integration into the wuntry of asylum. This 
happened in Tanzania. where 36.000 
refugees main!) from Rwanda were 
naturalised. 

problem, the situation remains critical. At 
any time an escalation of the war in 
Ethiopia is liable to upset the already 
precarious balance established by relief 
help and send thousands of refugees flee in$ 
across the border to further tax the limited 
resources of host countries. In the refugee 
camps life remains unbearable. One should 
never lme sight of the reality behind the 
figures. In Somalia where a UNHCR 
programme is currently in action millions of 
people continue to endure a miserable 
cramped existence; malaria and pneumonia 
remain rampant, the number of medical 
staff inadequate. 

What often sound like sober well­
prepared plans in print can take on the air of 
a tragi-comedy when translated into reality 
as in August and September, 1980, where it' 
'had been reported that there was a gap in 
food deliverie~ bv sea followed bv a fuel 
shortage which p'revented the transporta­
tion of essential foodstuff to refugee camps 
in Somalia. 

Although some of the circumstances 
which aggravate the refugee problem 
eludes the control of a voluntar) agency, 
others such as inadequate staffing could be 
tackled by the conference giving 
governments the opportunity to pledge 
resources to this end. The conference 
expects to have before it project proposals 
in which governments have earmarked the 
type of programmes they feel to be es~en tial 
and which would require extra fundb. 

Participants at the conference will 
include OAU and ECOSOC membe~· 
states. traditional donors to Ul\HCR's 

African programme and other countries· 
proposed by the OAU. Attempts will be 
made to include East European and Arab 
countries, who it is argued do not carry their 
share of the burden. Arab countries in 
particular have come under a certain 
amount of criticism for not taking more 
responsibility for the refugee problem in 
Djibouti. 

In order to publicise the conference, 
films, posters. press releases and books 
pertaining to the refugee problem will be 
produced and distributed before the 
conference. There will be a Journalist 
Seminar whereby two groups of 
international journalists will be organised 
to cover the refugee situation in Zimbabwe. 
Somalia, Cameroon, Zaire and Ethiopia. 
This pre-conference activity will culminate 
with a round table of prominent 

1
personalities in Geneva. 

Obviously the attempt here is to 
maximise publicity, heighten public 
awareness of the refugee problem, and 
prevent the conference from degenerating 
into a dn academic debate. It would seem 
that in ·order to capture the popular 
imagination the mass appeal of a 
KamfJUchea or a "boat people" must be 
evoked. 

It is hoped that the international 
conference on Assistance to Refugees will 
help re>ert a situation in which the humane 
attitude of African countries has been 
detrimental to both them and the refugees 
they harbour and go some way towards 
altering an uncertain equation in which less 
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Refugee handling 
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in Tanzania 
/ 

' . \ r; R u I ·p ul 1 7 /' rT):• !f.,''' I l. j; I"T1 01: :• . .... ( ~. ..... t' d To n...:n 11
; i(Ll'(! '!_\ }; L" f, t pJ.. I· I r {J u ')--<I (1 \ ' ( j .. , r IJ I { "1.\ Q 'I Au/., fl .w 1\"l.f!' . .l. 0 

'•'/up ,. -"'"{,·men~ tn Tc/1.>r;J Rt>{:i"'l .u alk I<' I h h, n.'{ .. pn·, and p•;t ,omn;, n ·,fncw/.;, tn cr;nn., 
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1 
h he 
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We,.. em Eu 'T>pc. .;-.. e l t--·-\ anrf fu· Peup!..- ·' R, jJII b!Jc uf ChL'l a The -hn· e t.n ·f' n u:u ed art· LEO.\" DA \'/CO. c n Jn. 
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and Radw .\'edPrland H·e,tld.;mrvl•p ·ht· ;\',·.herlaruls 

Q - !1-tr Lf'on Da>;co lin· 
formation Officer, l'nited 
'-11ticne High Corr.mi~'ion 
for Refug~es in Genf"\ a). 
"'·he is actually a refugt>e? 
A Wei!. a 

•efug• ~~ for our purpn<e~ 
5-rJm ~ who has left hl~ 
~untr)' becaus.: of m&.n-madt 
di~~·:pr. like ,.,·ai. racia-l 
PrEJudice~. p<rs~cu t;cn, 
;x:ol it•cal and C1J ltund dif­
ferences in opinion, and 
reltgious bel1ef There BH 

~an\ other people who leave 
:he1i CDUT".~ries for \'BiJOU~ 
res~ons but the~€' art dadt 
w:th by o:her ag~nci~ and 
-:; ga ::: s.a tions. 
Q: - How do :rou st:t: the 
rdwgee pr:;blem in T .. u 
zania. "ere you !lati~fied 
with the way Tar.ZEnia is 
handling the- preoblem~ 
A - :Otto Gobius, cnrre,. 
pon de~. t for Vo1ce 
nf America and R&.dio 
~e:herlar.ds)·. There is 
;;c.r;-,e:h:ng ph·t: liar ht-re tha: I 
a.'T'. else gcing t.:J write e stc~y 
abcut when l get back hemP. 

So· 36,000 Rwandese 
refu, 5 have b€'€n 
netural1~d in thE- ~:!lemen~ 
'Jf B·uyer.Zl, K1~~!!, end 
'\.1'\A.t:-nz,~ ~0"'- t.o' thf bo?5t of 
:;-:·, u:1de:--~:a:-:d;ng, thi~ i~ the 
ftrst t:me it has happert-d 
anvwhere in the woricf There are two basic &elu:ion• tc the 
ref. . .:gee prc-b!em and :!-:at is 
on~. volunrary ~patnatton 
and rwo. ~orr.ing a cittzen of 
the country of as~lum 

Okay, you take tht> fm.t 
group of Mozambican 
refugees at CL.arr.b& Afte Jr,. 
dependenct, some dt>cided to 
gc. beck home and e.s the 
min1ner· tHeme Affairs 
Mimster Br~gad1er Km,an••) 
said this mornmg. some 
dec1ded to sta)· 

But these never toolc Tan­
z.ama rit:z.ensh1p and they 
<tlll live at thetr v1llage 
,-.;rrounded by other Tar1-
~8,.1arL< v.1th the1r bas1c in­
fre!-!ructL;re. includir.~ a 
~H:a!th etr.:~ :r.a~ Jl; t.~.:.~a:" '..:.t 

-;a~,.:e.::! r:!c..dt~ htel~. ~;-
.,....,,_.t !!'"': !"\·(~,:~t ~t"''.;t ...... ~~.:...~ 

>--~ t'~~(-h !,· ~ 

~.t ~-' .: : ~ i . ; ..... 

. -
The important thir.~ i> that 
refugees s}-,:-.;ld ne>tzr be for­
ced to go back home 

Alastair Matheeon 
1'\airobi baM>d correspon 
dent for The Obl'lf!n·er, 
Br:ts!n: And the other thmg 
is that at leas: the refugees 
he.-e r.ot abu5>ed the 
hcs~;!~L~,; the~. thi_; cc~n!.ry 
h.e.s g:ve:-. them .he) are 
doing their ~st to prvdu-::l' 
fr..--.rl for t!-.err,selves We wer< 
tuid they a:€ producing a sur­
p'.Js for the othH \';l!eges. 
Q: You have ne1l..ed 
Ch·ankulu and K igwa set· 
tle.ment" in Tabors region. 
Can you give us :your im· 
pre~sions about th e~e set· 
tlemenLs? 

A Mathe8on: in­
terviev. ed a number of 
ref~gee;, at t.'lys.nkulu and 1 
am sau~f1ed th~ 
,..·ere quite happ,. 

The ~rr.a!l scale in­
austn prog.>a:T.mP 1n th~ !'!'1-

tlt:ment 1s qu1te goud provtdt"\~ 
l! is worktd side by• s1de w1th 
l'ana.ni ans 

K lg'W a Jrnpres<,td me too. 
Hert- you have former PAC 
member~- e;;~ntiell:- ex<ttv 
P"ople- do1ng a g::od J"b un 
the land pr8ducng fc,,•d for 
thern!'.t'lve~ except dunn~ the 
had "'eathtr that afftcts 
p-.. t !'-, b•.~ ,. Hi lhf:' ccu n'..r:, I 
:re'"~.t tn;1 : .. 1".8' 0'-lt-_\ ¥1.8~t fer 
:i_; ... ~~~ ~)...;: e~::.-.:· ·.~.t-'t- Hrt-

, t e ·. -: t: t' ! tt l' 

'[ G ~ ,. • l h ~ . ..:. ~ 

Jfa heson 

Gobiua: F'er:iHsers have 
a!v.ays been expen~1,·e 
am""aY and refu~ees canna~ ex p~c: to be tre 8 ted ri tf. 
ferer. tly from th ~ p~nple 
around the:n l am not a far­
mer mvself but tht be.: fer­
tili,er ·is .one that aCI.• on 
na:Lira.! c8nditions 

It h~ t.eer, the practiL"tO in 
AfcJcs fe>r a lt:r,;: ttme 1o 
plant ch,,.-.~ i1ke ;,a;z.- "'•:.'1 
It-~ ... '11~ ~ha ~ rt'"-~vrr n1:rli.: llin­
tt;"~~!=- ir. thf' sci! Thh ha ... n()\4 

bt-r:: e-.t=.blirJ--Jec! a~ ~~f'~::~c 
a!;:hou.::h It ha!' D~:en 
de>ne hHe for a lc·r.g t:mt> 
Wlt'lout kno .... ing the '<:lentiflc 
backgrvund 

The prob \em the t I ,..e and 
fear my;.elf. is the problecn of 
management. .A. settlement 
ltke L'lv&nlculu nt-td< both 
gu•)d ~.a.na~ement and m0n~v 
Thrr~ ts a p!'ycholo~;c·a! tra·!l 
~otng w:th people u<.ed to 
hf-tng prc,·ided e'ervthi11~ 

If money i~ ~ot for­
th,omJng, onC't' nandt'd '"~r 
by the tr.ternational ,·urn­
muni ty, e~;erythinj: goes do .... n 
the drair. One v.onrier• t..~en 
a.< tu 11.ha! wuuld happ.-n Jr, 
thhe pt'ople ~aturslh·. mo': 
don't war.t 10 go !:Jack hornp 
"'here cor:dn;on~ art- not all 
that favouratJI~ 
Q: You have alrt>ad_, 
bef'n to Sudan. Ho,.· is tht­
refugee problem 1.}-.n.- and 
in what v.a' doe• the '''un­
tr; de•d -.i-th tht ;;rc.hlno." 
(_'b. r: ,:. f) i..l r l· n: r (" r p ( h t· 
~;;-_J:tl;•_tr: b.~ .... .,,;, :t",rn 

Gobws 

and here? 
A Matheson: y.,~ 
can't rea \h i"mpare th< 
situation bet""'et-;: tht- .. f< t...,. r1 

cou nt!"les ma ~r.: \ fl, r t 'l,l, 

ressono The refu~e~ pr"l-,1"::' 
there IS a nt'""' C.h ""f- ,... •:h 
refugees f1ock1ng fr"m threr 
oorders the fij&. :-.ng ln 
Chad, the Oga~r~ 
and a fe"' >•:'l 
from Cgands. The ~·· .n~ 
res";n is that tl-,e IP.r.d : hrr• 
1~ v-irtual!...- unere.blt 

H·er£: vc:u have ft-rt!lt- lH!".ri 
to g1ve ·to refu~ee< but ·f-.:, 
car.'t happ€n in e1ther Surion 
or Somalia There p<:oplt are 
CJming m btg numbers. &b·.<ut 
300 p<:ople per day at tl-,e nor­
thern border~. ~' \0U llln'i 

really compare 
Hert 'he Mtni,ter >aJd ""U 

·no"'· rece1ve one or tw" 
refugees occssionaU, It ,,. n<>t 

the ca~e there E~t 1f '"" 
meant ho.,. the\ are rr.&nao:·,,~ 
n fine!'lclally. -JUSl tht ~amt 
like ycu htre ,.Hh t'~HCK 
a.'"si.,.tance. 

Another thin~ i~ th.-
lani(UB~e problem At Ita<! 
refu~ees commg m frcm 
Buru nd1 here ~pt-a k 
K"wahlli. That i• not the 
rase wnh Sudan Ethlt•pisn.­
for ln<;:&nl't. d•m't "P""~ 
Arabtr and thert "'" All th~ 
«th•' Lult'-''BI prt'!Udi·t- ho·: 
..,..Pt·r, (·hrJiiO~lHn .... 8111! 

\1 ... tf:'fi·:.. 

Cuhiu~ -.;,, I d ·r ·, •t .... l-. 
,.., 
.I' 



tr!t·... • ,..r,~~ ..... ;·~ t~ r ... · T .... .-i. 

Al-,t-~rl \o\!'~,-~f).~·•r•' 

cit·fi::n~ ·· i:h rt·fu~··i·· In 
Su'~8r:. tht· prol•:t·nt , .. _lt."'' 

"': 8;: l!:f! 
Apart frnrr, ~·t:,r:~ \t :' rlr_\ 

anrl A~nloq 8 r.,.. ... t·rt. mrp.:.• !If 
th~ refu~t'f'' 1n Sudan art' 
~o~.nmen and children v .. ~. 
":orne-:1 bet.8U""f' thr mt'n B!'f> 

f1~htin~ Ot.hrr"l'-<' tl"· camp­
are b.·>r1~ mH!"H!t<d clung the 
l' :" H C R p e • 1,. r n T h •• 
(L':"HCRi have qultf' <.ome e~­
IJ<'rienc-e no"' m or~a,.,.t,lr.~ 
refugf'e ~ettlemenL~. 
Q: - Your mi11~ior. iA 10 
vi ail refugee art> a I in 
Africa and talk to 
au:.hOTities concerned with 
refu~es on the continPnl 
befoT't' the lnLernational 
Conft:rence on Aid to 
_Refugt-es in Africa (ICARAl 
In Gen e,·a n ex 1 week.. 
Co u I d v o u te II 4.~ 
brieny h~ your trip .,.;u 
help the conference? 
A.- Gobius: ICARA ~t.ar· 
te-d because A fne2. n gove~n­
rr · t~ said most a tten uon 
" bt:infil l[lven to A~111 
v.·hereas Africa had more 
refugpe5. To me. that is 1'\o 
a~gumenL ·The eriutnent 
would bt: that refwi'H:; liTE an 
JntE-!'national prob;~m snd 
tlul t African roun:!"ies heve 
done. the.ir primary in· 
ternatiorjal!s~ dur-·.-, rr:ost of 
them h.&l-e given- 8~\"!l.im to 
refugees \ir ;:hou t ccn~i:ion~. 

The que<tior: t.c po,e \:.?fr.re 
~he 1 nt€rna ~~ona I comrr.~ ni !"\" 
1s. •hou!d Africa suffe-r 
bt:cau.;e of performir.g ar. in­
tern a :IOn al d u tv? 

Take your c8 ~e You !-.ave 
pro;·ided refugees fer tile !and 
and you ~till provide e<sential 
serv1 ces. Now th i~ is mere 
than what ar:v country can be 
prepared to d·o. \Vhat -remam 5 

therefore. i• for the in­
ternst~onal community alf~ to 
st.---· 1~ COnCf'rn. · 

I ,..ere you, thi!' i!' the 
aq::urr,ent I would ad-."!!nCI' 
Bffaus~ what il' gGing t.o be 
debated 1n Gene·-..·a }!; r.10Tif?v 

and not peanuts. De!a~aL€~< 
would need ju~ti,{jca:lon to· 
vote for, say, aU that Tan­
ur,ia wants- 88 miUiort'-. 

Gt111!n 3trong international 
awarent>s!, I bel1ev .. and I 
agree w1th your minister on 
th1s. Afnca de<erves help from 
the world communn~· At lea<t 
you hH-e not thro"'n tef-.~ge~s 
back to the sea 

Davico: The idea ws~ to 
br1n~ together journali<ts 
~orn impurtar.t v.:orid ITitdia 

m order t.o enltghU>n them on 
the reful!l'e problem If thev 
understood it them!!l?lv~~. the)­
could 1n turn help to shape 
world publtc opinion towards 
help for Afncan rer ... ge~s 
Afnc.an roun;nes are alr~ady 
contributing a lot - they 
have g:ven them !refullee~\ 
a.•ylum and land and it Lli up 
tc. L!)e net. al"-' w he!;J 
Tht~~ a~ 10 rr .. ::,on 

rt-f-tit-to!& 1n tht"' .... .:,rld ~:..ier 

tt,t l"''HCH ~~t a~~ ~.cJ vf 

. 1.," "' • 

.... , .. [ ! •r ', 
-~ ~(y·.·-'"<··._\ j 1!"i 

; ~~·\! !,'~~"•u.. \.~~( ~.:·\.0,1· 
•;,.Jrn n 1 "'lt'~\ llf,r, In 

.A. f r 1 H ~ f'( ~\Jr. • r, ... , 

1/: ~omr p~oplt', 
,... p t"<. 1 all~ in 1 h ,. "" • l. It· n d 
10 think that ro·ful(t'<"' are 
home kind of fonign ex­
change ~oun:e to the hllelt. 
counLTies rather than a 
liability. "Do you agree v.-ith 
that ~chool of thought: 
A - Matheson and Gobiug 
If tht idt:Bs do H&l.h tXt'-\ 

then it is verv urJc·rtunatc. 
We really dorot think "0 

There ere ~o many burden' 
that a ceuntry shc:Jider> ~o~.hen 
it decide~ to accorr.m:>date 
ref ugets. 
Q: Tbe number of 
refugo'es in Africa has be<>n 
put at fivf' million. Don't 
you think. that Lhere are 
aome countriea Lhat 
exageM!le Lhe number o( 
rf'fu~eiL . 
A.- Davico: We Ulh fip.ol'l'8 
supplied t::. goverr.:nen!.<. But 
It dcoesn"t really rr:atLEr if a 
coun:ry has !ay one million 
refugee~ or one end half 
milhon. In anv cast it is just 
hum en sdTeri~ . '". · ;. - ·· 
Q:- Can you co=enl on 
lhe view•. that !lOme coun-' 
1rie1 admit nfuge-e1 on 
political contrideration~­
A: - Da,;ccr. That is· un­
fortunate. V\'e ex pte! everv 
country to receive ref:... gee~. o~ 
purelv humer:i:£risn b&!is 
becau-se what ha;:;pen~ with 
the ref:Jgee~ of on~ cou ntrv. 
could eesily happen v.~th 
Cltlz.ens of another country. 
We ~lieve in the unr.cer~al 
nece>sit)· to ac-cept refugt-es 
wherever and whenever they 
are. 
Q:- What do you people at 
the C!'<HCR think would be 
tbt> best way to solve the 
ref'u~e problem in Africa 
and elsewhere~ 
A: There are thrH 
~olu::.ionF to the problem. The 
finn is w-olunuu·)· repatriation. 
Refugee~ could bt: given an 
opuon either to st.av in :.he 
countr:v of &sy1um or- go bacll 
to their cuuntl') of O'i¢n. but 
nobody ,_!-,oG1d EJ>er b€ forced 
t.o IW back.. The 5econd bt:st 

tsl!~~nA 1 l\f I' f1H t},t· "'""P~,,~ ... t'..,.•' 
t,n ~oot-:'!f 1-r-. :ht-"'l~,·!r<\ ~,f fir~.,", 
8->lum. itke Jn·t.h~ Tar:Laf>~ri 
~••mple 

Wiwn all th~-t fall. then 
th~ '"luuon I' to ,~:tle 
rt:fuget~ u: far away countrlt>S 
like m the ca•e of the Vtel­
nem!"'e The V1etnam~e ,.J!J 
nc.t get back 10 \'tetr,am and 
fpr -.·anou~ re&'On!-,, the rcur,. 
trie- of Sou t.h [,.-. As: a v. ill 
not accept them 
Q: - Doe~~ Lhe l"SHCR en­
visage a daLe when the 
refu~e problem .,..;11 have 
been eradiceted? 
A· - t-;o We would be v~r.­
happy if then WHf no 
refugees. ind uding tile 'fll'ct 
that would -:-,ean u1 loo~ing 
our jot:.;. l' :onuru;tely, one 
cannot fcrt&~e Buch a 
situation 1n the n~:<at future 
As long as ther€ are 
wars, political insu;bility, in­
to,! era n <:%, and racial 
prejudices, there ..-ill be 
refuireefl. 

'(Ot.l-oer joumah~t.s in the 
group were Bern ad :p.; ossi ter 
- Neu Ycrk T1met. USA; 
Bouzid Kouu -A.,'riqu~-Asi~. 
Paris, Michel Procheron 
-Age .n r:e Frana Pres~, 
f ra o ce ; J ea n D~ I a 
Guerri,~erre - Le Monde, 
France, Kaarine Er.et>erg 
-Dagen! N)he er, Sweden. 
and Piero Quartj!!ini Paese 
Se"a., Italy The others "'ere 
Manuel M Bt>:& Murias- 0 
.Jcrnal. · Portu ga.l, N'gcran 
Allangba Le Con inen .. 
African dailv iSFue-d in Paris 
and Abidjan; Li Zhao Dang 
- Kuanni71€ Dairy, People's 
Republic of Chins.; Fever 
-Ame!"iron Seu spaper; Julie 
Jtssen- Petersen - Freels net> 
Phot01fllpher; Mc·hamm~d 
Re-ddadi - Information Of­
ficer,OAU, Addis Ababa, 
DJ1bril Dtello- lnformli~.i0n 
Ol!1C4'T, C!'<HCR, GenHa, and 
El!z..sbe~h Jco,n Smtth. from 
the BBC. Cl\1. 

FLA.SHBA.CK-Burwn.di rrf;.g'ers u:hrn 'fne) 6~t1r. o,..,.,ing in Tai'IUlnia in 1972 
Tht-St rr(;.~e~ nw /:;J:x bull go:;,d and prrrr.a nen1 h __,~es ar L'?jan!..i..ilu in Tu bora 

rrgt :J'l 



ELMER .;UIUO - Dominc;o S d"' Abril do 19Hl 

Refugi.ados: 

Africa PiJe Auxilio MunJial 
Uno de cada dos rcfu~1 HI"·' '"~ Pl 

mu11do es alricano. !lace cine" '"''·'· h~­
bla s6Jo un mi116n en <"'' l'ont lll"nt<· T'P· 

fO Ultlmamente !OS lltimeros "" han CJP 
vado con tal fuerLa, que le h"n dado al 
problema la Jlropordon de una ri<" 1,._. 
ma·Yores crisis humanas. Desrlf' hnc<? mu· 
cho t!E>mpO Ia situacirin pr<'Gt·;t,Ja a la 
opinion ptiblka mundial. En 107'1 1'1 cE 

fuerw lntE>rnadoc1al <'•>nfrlh1:"ln J, ·:~ ,.r, 
salvar a los sobrevivientcs d<' t'·nnb"·'·"· 
q11e esraoaban del NJmttnl.'<mn <'n nt ,. i· 
cas embarcncione·~. Hoy. el ;::ritn .;,, :.wd­
l!n provlene de Africa. 

A pesar de s,pr mu<'ho n1A~ Ji!Pl1Pro.'·:p.; 

lo~ refugiarlos de e~e conl;nrtu<• !1:111 s11l" 
meno.s notlcloso.~- qut> los dt> Incl.,·:dna 
~sde el Cuerno de A 'rica h~"t o rl In­
terior de Sud8frka. <~lt·f'd<>cl;•r rl< '"''" 
m!Jlones de personas --<,Jbre tn'l" muie. 
~s y nJfins-- e.~pera.n en {',;r:Jp;qppnt~'\" 
de emergenda, .!iln ex pe('! 111 h· ;• q o 1 n 
lando de empi!zar de nuevo, .~., nad~. <'<l 

un pais extranJero. 

La c!fra, de por sl !mponC'nle. habll 
erleml\5 de la genero~;ldad lnstinli :~ cle 
la.~ naclones afrlranal'. A d!(en•ncLq d<' 
lo que sucedi6 muchas \'~s en e: Sud­
e~te A~iatico, han re~fltl{Hildo h" mHnl 
tarlamentoe a lo~ seres humano~ que no 
llegan mas que con ~u~ •:lclas 'Y 1,, rue,. 
to en bu;!!ea de protecdon. Y !l••gan a 
pal~~ en vias de des;,rrnllo q u<> est;\r. 
rlando Ia batalla por dnrle a s11 prnpi' 
pueblo un estan<lar de{'('n!<> d<' v:.l:. 

Son naclones que ~ufrlendo, a<l•;m~' «• 
quiM, ~brepoblaci6n, hambruna. lR re­
('esJon lnternaclonal y el alto "'"'o d.• 
la en.ergia se ven inca'Paees rlt> prPveH 
114 1o neeesa.rio a los refuglaclns. ~n ~e 

rrat.a .sOlo·de ayuda de l'mergen~lR. cnm0 
comlda, ref'uglo y medlclnll. ;:;., trata 
tambl&n de permltlrle"' a I<" '"t:ilh·n·' 

convertirll4l en eludadanos pro<lndh·o; 
maftana. 

Conkrencia Humonitoria 

l!i}n rn1.6n a lo ant<'rior, 1" L\1 1>·1 
organlzado --para el 9 y 10 dn ahrii­
en Glnebra, Ia ConfPrenc!a i·'!('J'n;Jr\;•. 
nal de Asi~tencla a Ins Re:u:,i:Hl'" d" 
Aft'i~a. la cual espt-ra h~('er. P'•r I•" 
mlllones de ~trlcanes poligln\:ls, lo llll'· 

mo que hlclera otra ('Onferencia d.,.. 'as 
!Nad<lne~ Un!das >p<)r Ins refu.gi;,ctos d••i 
Sude~t• A!datko hace easi d(ls RiH'~. 

::; En este continente se encu(jntra la mitad 
de los 10 millones de refygiados que 
existen en el m undo. · · 

* A pesar de enfrentar un aiio de "hambru­
na", las naciones african as les abren sus 
puertas. 

'·>:t(' 1uiu:. t·nn 1:nn nUn (l('S1~:;trici,Jn, n<'nbn d(• ll('f/ur r1 rn1 ('f11npo de refugiados 
en Saf,c,·tl. :smnal.in. Ln U!Vii''/•,F g(' pr'""'lifl[! po·r e.stn., cdS')S rn el Africa 

t)ric~~1nl 
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LE SOIR , Brussels 

Un Africain sur quatre­
vingts est un refugie ! 
C

EUX~LA ne derivent pas sur Ia mer, entasses sur des 
jonques provisoires. Ceux~Ia ne se bousculeront jamais 
sur Ies tarmacs et n'esperent pas un visa pour !'Ameri­

que. lis ne pounont jamais se payer un aller simple, ni meme 
un passeport, et ne revent pas d'une a\ltre vie. Les plus riches 
n'ont que leurs sandales pour marcher un peu plus loin, les 
autres, pieds nus, portent sur le dos quelques hardes qui sont 
toute leur fortune. Mais ces pauvres d'entre Ies pauvres, qui 
ecbouent chez ·aussi miserables qu'eux, ont au moins une 
certitude: on ne Ies rejettera pas ala mer, on ne les repoussera 
jamais sur des champs de mines, on ne Ies violera pas a Ia 
frontiere. Et on ne se servira pas de leur exode 2our etayer une 
quelconque demonstration· ideologilJue : ils n'ont rien a dire, 
rien a prouve.r. lis tentent simplement de survivre. 

C'est pour tout cela que Ies cinq millions de refugies 
d'Afrique sont les plus oublies de tous Ies Iaisses·pour compte: 
parce qu'ils sont les plus nombreux, Ies plus miserables, mais 
aussi, relativement, les mieux accueillis. 

Meme si leur pr~sence :repr~­
sente une charge presque msup­
portable pour les gouvernements 
et les r~gJ.ons qui Ies accueillent, 
jamais ils ne sont. repousse~ o.u 
maltraites : l'hosp1taht~ afncal­
ne n'est pas un vain mot et le 
pays -h6te attend souvent de 
nombreux mois avant de faire 
app_el a l'aide internationale. 

Mais aujourd'hui le fardeau est 
devenu trap lourd car 1' Afrique, 
supplan~ant l'Asie, est ~evem~e· 
le contment des r~fug1~s: 1ls 
etaient sept cent cinquante mille 
en 1970, ils sont cinq millions en 
1981, pour quatre cents millions 
d'habitants. Plus d'un Africain 
sur quatre-vingts est un refugi~. 
· Mais ce peup1e de deracines ne 

peut etre utilise par aucu~e ideo­
logie et la communaut~ mterna­
tionale, qui a jusqu'a pr~sent 
donne tro1s cents dollars par re­
fugi~ asiatique, n'accorde a cha-· 
gue Africain que quarante dol­
lars, presque dix fois mains ! 
C'est pour cela que le Haut com­
missariat des Nations Unies pour 
les r~fugi~s organise ces jours-ci, 
a Genl!ve, ·une conference inter­
nationale sur le probleme des 
refugies d'Afrique, afin de briser 
l'ignorance gui entoure encore se 
drame depUls des ann~es. 

Carles refugies d'Afrique, me­
me si la mo1tie d'entre eux a 
mains de quinze a:ns, existent 
depuis des d~cennies : les uns 
pnsonniers de frontieres artifi­
cielles1 qui les soumettaient a un 
pouv01r hostile, ont fui des !'in­
dependance de leur pays. C.' est le 
cas des Biafrais, des Katangais, 
de certaines ethnies du Kasai et 
du Sud-Soudan .. D'autres, com­
me les Erythreens et les Somalis,. 
refusent toujours d'etre rattaches 
a l'Ethiopie qu'ils considerent 
comme un pouvoir ~tranger et lui 
aussi colonial. En Afrique aus­
trale, les guerres de lib~ration, en 
Angola, au Zimbabwe, en Nami-
bie, engendrerent leurs cohortes 
de fu;)l'ards, souwnt prises entre 
deux feux. 

Espoirs 
et dangers 
en Afrique 
australe 

Si le Haut Commissariat des 
Nations Unies pour les refugies 
organise actuellement le retour 
des refugies du Zimbabwe qui se 
trouvent en Zambie et au Mo­
zambique, !'Angola, en revanche, 
doit farre face a !'afflux de civils 
namibiens, q_ui sont deja plus de 
cinquante m1lle, et les pays voi­
sins de !'Afrique du Sud, qui 
accueillent deJa de nombreux 
jeunes Noirs fuyant le service. 
militaire et !'apartheid, crai­
gnimt qu'un durcissement de la 
repress10n provoue des exodes 
.massifs parmi les vingt-huit mil­
lions de Noirs sud-a:fricains. 

Au cours des dernieres ann~es, 
de nombreux refugies ant fui les 
dictatures de Mac1as Nguema en 
Guinee Equatoriale, d'ldi Amin 
et de Bokassa, et, mal.gre la chute 
des tyrans, nombre d'entre eux 
sont rest~s dans leur pays 
d'adoption. La secheresse.da~s le 
Sahel et dans l'Est afncam. a 
~galement engend;,;~ de~ exodes 
im ortants et les vmg m1lle r~fu­!Tl qui franchisse;nt chaque Jour 
f:-f'rontiere somahenne sont .mus 
autant par un phenomene cl~a­
tique que par la guerre q~l se 
prolonge dans l'Ogaden, et il .en 
va de meme pour les r~fug1~s 
~rythreens qui affluent au 
Soudan. . 

Car la Somahe et le Soudan 
sont aujourd'hui les deux pays 
les plus touches par le probleme, 

et l'Ethiopie est devenue la plus 
grande « source de refugi~s » du 
monde. 

La Somalie, avec ses quatre 
millions d'habitants, dont le re­
venu est de cent trente dollars 
par personne et par an, est l'un 
des pays ,les plus pauvres 9-e 
monde, et elle supporte un mil­
lion de nomades qui n'ont pas ~t~ 
recenses... Quant au Soudan, il 
accueille pres d'un demi~million 
d'Erythreens, auxquels s'ajou­
tent aujourd'hui des habitants 
d'autres provinces ~thiopiennes, 
pousses par la guerre, fuyant les 
rilrueurs du systeme socialiste ou, 
plus sO.rement encore, chasses 
par la secheresse qui ravage tou­
te la r~gion. 

L'exemple 
duSoudan 

Au catrefour de !'Afrique noire 
et de !'Afrique musulmane, avec 
taus les p~rils que cela comporte 
pour son propre ~quilibre, le 
Soudan est aussi un havre pour 
les refugies, qui sont venus d'Ou­
gafida, du Za1re, d'Ethiopie et, 
tout r~cemment, du Tchad : c'est 
sur la :frontiere soudanaise, au 
cote de Biltine, que Hissene Ha­
bre a installe ses maquis et se di t 
decide a !utter centre :ion rival 
Goukouni Oueddei et ~urtout 
contre l'armee libyenne qui s'est 
:install~e a Ndjamena. La guerre 
civile du Tchad a d'ailleurs acca­
ble .le Cameroun egalement et la 
petite localit~ de Kou~seri, s~r 
les rives du fleuve Chan, accuell­
le aujourd'hui cent cinquaJ?-te 
mille Tchadiens, dont certams 
·:fonctionnaires qui sont remis au 
service des nouvelles autorites 
mais qui, mefiants, preferent 
laisser leur famille en securite au 
Cameroun et Ia rejoignent cha­
que week-end sinon cllaque soir, 
traversant le fleuve en p1rogue. 

Au-dela des gouvernemenfs lo­
caux gui s'avouent debordes par 
l'ampleur du probleme, au-dela 
des populations qui partagent le 
mil et le sorgho avec leurs freres 
venus d'en face, le tuteur officiel 
de ces cinq millions de· d~racin~s, 
c'est le lfaut commissariat des 
Nations Unies pour les refugi~s. 
Du nord au sud du continent, il 
multiplie les wogrammes d'ur­
gence, tente d installer ceux qui 
sont la pour des ann~es et, lors­
que c'est ;eossible, organise des 
retours. C est ainsi que quelque 
cent mille Za1rois, oui se trou• 
vaient en Angola, ont pu rentrer 

chez eux, gue soixante~huit mille 
refugies du Zimbabwe ant ete 
reinstali~s dans leur village. Ces 
derniers devraient d' ailleurs etre 
les premiers beneficiaires de la 
conference des pays donateurs, 
qui vient de se temr a Salisbury 
et ou M. Mugabe insista sur !'im­
portance des programmes de r~­
habilitation des refugi~s destines 
aux deux cent cinquante m~lle 
refugies, aux, q_uatre cent m1lle 
ruraux ~ui ava1ent ~te deplac~s 
par la guerre, . et des sept cen~ 
cinquante m11le. autres qu1 
avaient ete contraints de vivre 
dans des villages prot~ges. 

Quant aux r~fugi~s qui n'ont 
guere d'espoir de pouvoir rega­
gner leur pays, le H.C.R. s'em­
Ploie a. leur donner les moyens de 
leur autonomie. Par exemple, il 
cite comme exemplaires !'attitu­
de du Soudan et les camps qui y 
ant ~te ~tablis. Confronte depuis 
vingt ans au j)robleme des refu­
gi~s. le Soudan, dont certaines 
r~gions sont sous-peuplees, a 
te1h te de trouver des solutions 
originales. C'est ainsi que le gou­
vernement essaie d'emmener les 
refugi~s loin de la frontiere (ce 
q,ui suscite souvent des protesta­
tlOns) et de les installer dans des 
villages ou, apres avoir re~u une 
aide technique, ils pourront sub­
venir eux-memes a 1eurs besoins. 
D'autres sont engag~s comme sa­
laries dans de grands projets 
d'irrigation entrepris dans les 
provinces de l'Est. Il n'est pas 
rmpossible qu'a l'avenir ce soient 
les Erythr~ens, les EthiofJiens ou 
meme les Ougandais qui fournis­
sent la main-d'ceuvre n~cessaire 
a la mise en valeur des terres 
liberees par la construction du 
barrage de Jonglei, et l.,._c;:""rl"n 
qui re~oit deja une aide massive 
de !'Arabie Saoudite, pourrait 
devenir alors le grenier a ble des 
pays du Golfe. 

Les refugies 
interieurs 

Si la moitie des r~fugies recen­
ses dans le monde sont africains, 
ce chiffre en r~alite, est bien plus 
eleve encore, car les « r~fugi~s 
interieurs », eux, ~chappent a 
tout contrOle : on estime qu'en 
Angola, par exemple, huit cent 
mille personnes ont ~te d~plac~s 
ou affectees par laguerre, t~dis 
qu~a l'int~rieur de l'Ethiop1e, la 
secheresse dramatique et la gu~r­
re auraient engendre deux mil­
lions de d~ra.c~es. Et qu~ P.arlera 
jamais des dlZames de milliers de 
paysans que la faim, la misere, 
les exactions de petits chefs lo• 
caux poussent chaque annee A 
quitter la brousse pour se rap­
proeher de Kinshasa, de Lusalta, 
d' Abidjan, de Dakar? L'exode 
rural suscite UJ1e autre cat~gorie 
de r~fugies, mais qui echa:p,pe, 
elle, a la sollicitude :intematlo• 
nale. 
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Nombre de refugies en Afrique, par pays 

Algerie 52000 

Egypte 5000 

Nigeria 110000 

seneg.t 5000 

Soudan 490000 D)lboad 

Ghaoa 200 Elhlople 
Rep. centrafdealoe __ 7000 

Cameroun. 266000 So....W. 

Ouganda 112400 Kenya 

Gabon 30000 

Zll'irt 400000 .......... 
Btorundl 

T-'• 
Ansola 

Z..bie 
Moza~~~blque ___ 

Botswana 

Swazllancl 

Leoolho 

SOURCE: Oouvememenfscles pays tlaeeuelt 
WTE:I.u chl.ffradod'ustJ.tnc c:orzumenl que 1u r~fugils ill'll1'1<ltric~je5 el wnt par ccr$iquent incomplets. 1/n'a ptJ~ iflftnu eomph!! det rlfugi"u OJpatrils. &im qu'ifs r~oiuent 

une Gide intemationa/e .,our assurer le-ur r~daptatiO'l miuo/t!.. 

Ayant decide que l'Afrique se­
rait enfin ,prioritaire, le H.C,R. 
espere que son budget passera de 
cinq cent millions de dollars a un 
milliard deux cent millions. Cet-

. :te somme devrait lui permettre 
de multiplier les programmes 

. d'accueil et de rehabllitation, 
mais aussi d'aider les pays d'ac­
~ueil : car a quoi bon protester 
centre le .c coulage » de l'aide, le 
detournement des vivres et des 
medicaments lorsque les auto­
chtones sont generalement aussi 
miserables que l~s refugies eux­
memes? 

COLETrE BRAECKMAN. 

NOS PHOTOS.-«De gauche l 
droite : des personnes d~plac~es, 
au Zimbabwe, v~hiculant leur 
maison avec eux; des refugies 
tchadiens au Cameroun, au point 
d'eau de Kousseri; !'education, 
des enfants, au Soudan, parmi les 
popJJ.lations ~thiopiennes. 

42000 

11000 

1548000 

3500 

10150 

234590 

140000 

73000 

33500 

100 

3400 

10000 

10000 



Geneve: Conference sur les refugies africains 
, ' 

DES BESOINS CHIFFRES A 
1,2 MILLIARD DE DOLLARS 

lis etaient 750 000 en 1970, on en 
compte 5 millions dix ans plus tard. La 
plupart soot des femmes et des enfants. 
Beaucoup soot malades et affames. lis 
ont fui les persecutions et Ia guerre, et 
soot partis a pied a travers les deserts et 
les forets. Ce soot les refugies d' Afri­
que. Un refugie sur deux dans le monde 
est en effet africain. 

C'est pour essayer de repondre a ce 
drame que I' Assemblee generate de 
I'ONU a decide, en novembre dernier, 
de convoquer une conference interna­
tionale sur !'assistance aux refugies en 
Afrique. Cette conference, qui s'ouvre 
aujourd'hui a Geneve pour deux jours, 
poursuit les objectifs suivants: attirer 
!'attention de Ia communaute interna­
tionale sur le sort des refugies en 
Afrique, mobiliser des ressources sup­
plementaires pour les programmes en 
faveur de ces refugies, et aider les pays 
d'accueil a mieux faire face aux proble­
mes poses par l'arrivee massive de 
refugies. 

Des Nations Unies, Laure 
SPEZIALI 

Douze pays seront representes par 
leur ministre des Affaires etrangeres, 
dont M. Pierre Aubert pour Ia Suisse, 
et pres de trente autres egalement par 
un ministre: ce sont principalement des 
pays occidentaux et africains mais il 
faut noter aussi Ia presence de Ia 
Chine, des Philippines et de l'Indone­
sie. Quant aux Etats-Unis, c'est le 
vice-president George Bush qui devait 
venir a Geneve, mais en raison de 
!'attentat dont a ete victime M. Rea­
gan, c'est Mme Jeane Kirkpatrick, 
representante aupres des Nations 
Unies a New York, qui dirigera Ia 
delegation americaine. 

Le Commerce 

Le rapatriement volontaire demeure Ia meilleure solution au probleme des 
refugies. lei, des Zimbabweens venant de camps de refugies au Mozambique, 
retournent dans leur pays. (Photo UNHCR/E. Birrer) 

Sur 131 pays invites, ce sont au total 
80 Etats qui ont accepte de venir a 
Geneve. Aucune reponse n'est encore 
parvenue de Ia part des pays socialis­
tes. M. Kurt Waldheim, secretaire 
general de I'ONU, et le president du 
Sierra Leone, secretaire general de 
I'OUA (Organisation de !'unite afri­
caine), a< jsteront egalement a Ia con­
ference. 

SOMALIE: 1,5 MILLION 
DE REFUGIES 

C'est dans Ia Corne de I' Afrique et 
surtout en Somalie, que Ia situation est 
Ia plus grave. On compte en effet 
environ' I ,5 million de refugies dans ce 
pays, dont Ia majorite se trouve dans 
30 camps et 7 centres de transit. La 
guerre civile au Tchad a contraint 
d'autre part des milliers de femmes et 
d'enfants a fuir au Cameroun, au 
Nigeria et au Soudan. Ce dernier pays 
estime avoir accueilli 490 000 refu­
gies. 

9.4.81 

Des aides d'urgence sont necessai­
res, mais ce sont des soutiens a moyen 
et long terme qui permettront de resou­
dre cette crise. II s'agit de favoriser 
l'autosuffisance des.refugies, et finale­
ment leur rapatriement volontaire ou 
leur integration dans le pays d'accueil. 
Le HCR (Haut-Commissar~at des 
Nations Unies pour les refugies) a 
mene ainsi a bien le rapatriement de 
69 000 refugies zimbabweens, du 
Botswana, du Mozambique et de Zam­
bie, apres l'independance de leur pays. 
Mais le probleme est d'autant plus 
grave que les pays d'asile sont parmi 
les plus pauvres de Ia planete, et qu'ils 
ne possedent done pas les ressources 
necessaires pour aider les refugies. 

Suivant les demandes des gouverne­
ments africains, les besoins des refu­
gies se montent a 1,24 milliard de 
dollars pour les cinq prochaines 
annees, dont 500 millions pour Ia mise 
en place de mesures d'urgence en 1981 
et 1982. Les programmes d'aide des 
Nations Unies deja approuves attei­
gnent 260 millions de dollars; c'est 
done pres d'un milliard de dollars 
supplementaires que les participants a 
Ia conference devront trouver. M. Dale 
de Haan, haut-commissaire adjoint 
pour les refugies, pense cependant que 
Ia communaute internationale repon­
dra positivement a cet appel, malgre le 
contexte politique difficile, et que Ia 
conference sera un succes. 

L.S. 



Neue Zurcher Zeitung 10.4.81 
Erhohun,t der US-Hilfe fiir den Schwarzen Kontinent 

Genfer Konferenz iiber Fliichtlirige in Mrika 

Misslungene Storversuche 
arabischer Staaten 

Doe. Genf, 9. April 

Im Palais des Nations ist am Donnerstag mit 
zweistundiger Versplltung von Uno-Generalse­
kreUir Kurt Waldheim die Jnternationale Konfe­
renz iiber Hi/fe fiir Fliichtlinge in Afrika (lcara) 
mit 94 Delegationen aus aller Welt erOffnet 
word~n. Wahrend der vergangenen zwei Tage 
batten die Vertreter arabischer Lander (ausser 
Aegypten) versucht, Israel von der Teilnahme 
an der Konferenz auszuschliessen. Noch am 
Donnerstag morgen glaubten vor allem Libyen 
und Saudiarabien auch afrikanische Unterstut­
zung fiir einen Konferenzausschluss des Juden­
staates zu erlangen. Die mit dem UNHCR fur 
die Durchfiihrung der Konferenz verantwortli­
che Organisation fiir die Einheit Afrikas (OAU) 
kam den Arabern zwar so weit entgegen, dass 
sie eine Forme! ausarbeitete, die eine Teilnahme 
Israels «bedauerte». Daraufhin nahmen die ara­
bischen Delegierten am spateren Abend ihre 
Sitze ein. 

1,15 Milliarden Dollar 
fiir 5 Millionen Fliichtlinge 

Als «SOS-Bote» verstand sich der OAU-Vor­
sitzende und Staatschef von Sierra Leone, Siaka 

' 
Stevens, der von der Not der Fluchtlinge bench­
tete, die er kurzlich in Somalia und Djibouti 
besucht hatte. Er betonte - wie nacb ibm nocb 
zahlreiche Redner - die Dringlichkeit der Hil­
fe. Der Uno-Hochkommissar, Poul Hartling, 
hob die Tradition der Gastfreundschaft in 
Afrika bervor, die bewirkt, dass Notleidende 
von Nacbbarlandern selbstverstlindlicb aufge­
nommen werden. Nur ist die so entstandene 
Burde zu gross geworden, als dass sie von den 
Erstasylllindern allein getragen werden konnte: 
1970 wurden in Afrika 750 000 Flucbtlinge ge­
zablt, letztes Jabr waren es fiinf Millionen. 
Nachdem Ende der siebziger Jabre.die Flucht­
linge aus Indochina im Vordergrund des Inter­
esses gestanden batten, drangen die OAU und 
zahlreiche afrikanische Regierungen darauf, 
dass die Aufmerksamkeit der WeltOffentlichkeit 
sich vermehrt aucb auf den scbwarzen Konti­
nent richten musse. 

Aus der Konferenzdokumentation geht ber­
vor, dass 30 afrikaniscbe Staaten 1,15 Milliar­
den Dollar fiir dringende Notprogramme (69 
Millionen), filr direkte Hi/fe an Fluchtlinge (425 
Millionen) und solche, die in ibre Herkunftslan­
der zuriickkehren konnen (86 Millionen}, sowie 
fiir Jnfrastru/cturausgaben (313 Millionen) er­
warten. Davon sind 261 Millionen scbon zuge­
sprochene Programme aucb anderer Uno-Orga­
nisationen. 

Auftritt 
der amerikanischen Uno-Botschafterin 

Die Vereinigten Staaten sollten urspriinglich 
dl!rch Vizepriisident Bush an der Icara vertreten 
sem. Nach ~em Attentat auf Priisident Reagan 
beschlo~s .dte Administration, die Uno-Bot­
schafterm tm ~abinettsrang, Jeane Kirkpatrick, 

1 a~~uordne!l. St~ betonte, Prasident Reagan 

~
·wuns~he dte Beztehungen der Vereinigten Staa­
en m!t .dem Schwarzen Kontinent auszubauen. 
6 Mtl.honen Amerikaner batten ihre Wurzeln 

n. A~nka, und das afrikanische Erbe sei eine 
'fiChttge Komponente der USA. Chester Crok­
~ers ~frikarei~~ ~ei ein Teil der Bemuhungen 

, 4m. c:me .sorgfalttge Abklarung der bisherigen 
lJ!menkamschen Afrikapolitik. 

J Erste Entscheidungen spiegeln sich n~~b 
ttau Kirkpatrick im neuen B~dget: ~r<;>tz K.ur­
z\mgen fast aller Posten hat dte AdmtmstratiOn 
~m Kongress eine Erbohung der gesamt:.n 

~
frikahilfe urn 30 Prozent vorgeschlagen. Fur 
81/82 konnte die Botscbafterin 285 Millionen 
o/lar fiir die afrikanischen Flucbtlinge zusa­

/gen. Wie Frau Kirkpatrick an einer Presse~~n­
ferenz spater erlauterte, sollen rund 12 Mtlho­
nen davon als Starthilfe bei der Ansiedlung von 
8100 Afrikanern in den USA dieses und nacb­
stes Jahr verwendet werden. Der grosste Teil des 
Geldes ist fur das UNHCR und das Rote Kreuz 
sowie fiir bilaterale Hilfe bestimmt, die ohne 
irgendwelche politischen !Jedingunge!l ~elei~tet 
werden soli. Die Vertretenn der AdmmtstratiOn 
Reagan legte Wert auf die Feststellung, sie babe 
sich iq ihrer Rede jeder politischen Aeusserung 
oder Kritik enthalten, wei! die Konferenz der 
Darstellung humanitarer Probleme in Afrika 
diene; auf die Nichtteilnahme von Ostblockver­
tretern angesprochen, gab .sie jc:doch ihrer 
Ueberraschung daruber und uber dte Tatsache, 

dass der Ostblock keine multilaterale Hilfe lei­
stet, Ausdruck. 

Votum Bundesrat Auberts 

Der. Chef des Eidgenossischen Departemen­
tes fiir auswartige Angelegenheiten, Bundesrat 
Aubert, wies in seiner kurzen Rede darauf bin, 
dass die Afrikaner ihre Fluchtlingslast nicht nur 

durch zwischenstaatliche Konflikte selbst ge­
schaffen batten, sondern dass sie noch unter 
dem Erbe vergangener Zeiten - gemeint war 
offenbar der europaische «Kolonialismus» -
zu leiden batten. Der Magistrat kundigte an, 
dass die Schweiz zusatzlicb zu scllon bewilligten 
Krediten filr 1981 4,5 Millionen Franken an 
multilaterale und bilaterale Hilfsprogramme 
zahlen werde. 



REFUGEES 

An African Tragedy 

''I do nm bclil'l ,. thar dealing with the prohlem of 3.5 million people. 
and gi1·ing them a ,·han(e 10 rehwld rheir dignir. and their li1c5, is an 
impossible ra_,kfor 46 na:ions and rheir 350 mil/1nn inhabiranrs." 

-President l\'vel ere of Tan:ania, .4msha. Ma\ 1979 

Of all the regions of the u orld where 
the l'nited Natiom High Commis­

sion for Refugees (CNHCR! is active, 
Africa has the largest number of re­
fugees and displaced persons. Al­
though African countries practice a 
generou·s open-door policy towards 
refugees, large-scale assistance by 
L'NHCR and the international commu­
nity is needed to alleviate the often des­
perate plight of tho~e who, for various 
reasons, have had to flee from their 
homes. In 1980, half the totall-~HCR 
budget of $500 million is being spent in 
Africa. 

The largest refugee problem on the 
continent is in the Hom of Africa. In 
Somalia, according to the government, 
approximately one million are regis­
tered in 30 camps, while additional 
large numbers are living outside or­
ganized settlements. It will take an im­
mense international effort to solve the 
problem within the regional context In 
March 1980. LJNHCR launched an ap­
peal for $40.7 million for assistance 
other than food to refugees in Somalia, 
while food req.uirements were esti­
mated at $80 million. The rate of new 
arri\als and the magnitude of the refu­
gee problem made it necessary to con­
centrate a substantial part of assistance 
measures on the provision of immediate 
relief in the camps: shelter, clothing, 
domestic items, medicme!., and medi-

Poul Hartling is the United Nations 
high commissioner for refugees. 

cal equipment. C!'IHCR has 
supplemented basic food rations pro­
vided b) the World Food Program and 
al~o helped meet transport costs, pur­
chase vehicles, improve the water sup­
ply, and provide educational assis­
tance. SmaJ!-,.:ale agricultural schemes 
have been extended and assistance has 
also been pro,ided to some 200 urban 
refugees, Jiving mainly in Mogadishu. 

1..'1\iHCR. conscious of the massiv·e 
international effort required to cope 
with the problem, sought additional 
technical e•.pertise for the program to 
strengthen the government's imple­
mentation capacity to meet the in­
creased requirements. Various other 
organization> within and outside the 
United Nations systems made major 
contributions, particularly in the areas 
of food and water supply, education 
and agriculture. l'!'IHCR has also con­
siderably strengthened its presence in 
Somalia. both in Mogadishu and in 
three new sub-offices in the regions of 
Gedo. Hiran, and the North West. In 
the neighboring small country of Djib­
outi, about one in 10 of the population 
is a refugee. While relief supplies have 
been provided to refugees, assistance 
for the promotion of self-sufficiency 
projects, including a pilot project in 
agriculture, ha~ continued. 

In this same region, the huge influx 
of refugee;. into Sudan has been placing 
great strains on the country's limited 
resources and caused seriou;. problems. 
It was to draw attention to the difficul­
ties caused by the presence of 441,000 
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refugees in their midst, from Ethiopia, 
Uganda, Chad, and Zaire, that the 
Sudanese government declared I 980 
"The Year of the Refugee in the 
Sudan" and organiz.ed an international 
conference on June 20- Africa Refu­
gee Day- to focus international atten­
tion on the problem. The presence of 
large numbers of refugees, mainly from 
rural backgrounds, in urban centres 
suffering from high unemployment and 
inflation rates, aggravated existing 
problems in Sudan of house rents, pub­
lic transport, food supplies, and job 
competition. 

The fine tradition of the extended 
family in Africa is often stretched be­
yond its limits when refugees arrive. 
Thi;. is what makes relief support from 
outside, b) member;. of the l'nited Na­
tions family and the many voluntary 
agencies, who serve so unstintingly in 
the field, es~ential. One of the answ·ers 
in a situation such a!. Sudan is a pro­
gram of establishing settlements in 
rural areas, which will eventually help 
refugees to cease being a burden on 
their host community and become self­
sufficient. After attaining economic in­
dependence, refugees could become an 
asset to the community, through 
small-scale farming or wage-earning 
opportunities. Another answer is the 
program, now being started, of semi­
urban or suburban settlements which 
provide refugees access to wage­
e;;.ming opportunities. 

In Ethiopia, UNHCR activities have 
continued to focus on the special pro­
gram initiated in I 978. within the 
framework of the Horn of Africa ap­
peal. In cooperation w ith the Ethiopian 
government, an initial project is being 
established to provide assistance to­
wards the reception and rehabilitation 
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of refugees who have returned or are 
returning to Ethiopia from neighboring 
countries. Measures cover the con­
struction and equipment of reception 
centers, the immediate material needs 
of returnees while in the centers, and 
the provision of a bask self-supporting 
activity as rapidly as possible. Close 
monitoring of the situation is taking 
place so that, after a certain period, 
further needs and financial require­
ments can be assessed. 

Assistance to the some 150,000 ref­
ugees in Tanzania has centered on as­
sistance to organized rural settlements. 
At Ulyankulu, one of the largest or-

ganized refugee settlements of its kind 
in Africa, a self-sufficient community 
has been created for some 27,000 refu­
gees from Burundi. Fully integrated 
into the Tanzanian economy largely 
through their own efforts, they are ex­
pected this year to earn about $1 million 
through sales of their products: maize, 
cassava, sorghum, tobacco. and bricks. 
Another group, some 36,000 mainly 
from Rwanda, have recently been nat­
uralized by the Tanzanian government 
in a series of mass ceremonies, unique 
in Africa. 

In northern Cameroon, UNHCR is 
assisting some 100,000 refugees who 

AFRICA~ REFt:GEES (Repr::duoeO fran Dept. of State !to.l.letin, April 1980) 

Countrv 
of Asyl~m 

Number 
of Refugees 

Principal Country 
of Origin Comments 

Algeria, 
Morocco, 
Tunisia 

Angola 

Botswana 

Burundi 

Cameroon 

Djibouti 

Ethiopia 

Gabon 

Kenya 

Lesotho 
Mozamhique 

Nigeria 

Rwanda 

Somalia 

Sudan 

Swaziland 

Uganda 

Tanzania 

Zaire 

Zambia 

9,100 

61,000 

20,300 

50,000 

30,000 

20,000 

10,9(}0 I 

60,000 

6,500 

250 
120,000 

3i0 

8,500 

500,000 2 

330,000 

3.i00 

112,400 

160,000 

653,000 

80,000 

Western Sahara 

Namibia 
Zaire 
South Africa 
Namibia 
Zimbabwe 
Lesotho 
Rwanda 

Equatorial Guinea 

Ethiopia (mostly 
Eritreans) 

Sudan 
Somalia 
Equatorial Guinea 

U!<anda 
Ethiopia 
South Africa 
Zimbabwe 

Equatorial Guinea 

Burundi 
Uganda 
Ethiopia 

Ethiopia 
Uganda 
Zaire 
South Africa 
Mozambique 
Rwanda 
Zaire 
Rwanda 
Burundi 
Uganda 
Angola 
Rwanda 
Burundi 
Zimbabwe 
Angola 
South Africa 

Access not allowed to deter­
mine accurate nurr.bers. 

Repatriation to Zimbabwe 
should end substantial 
problem. 

Self-settled. some for as long as 
20 years. 

Political refugees becoming 
economic refugees. 

Urban r~fugee problem special; 
govt. encouraging resettle­
ment in third country. 

R ··'lgee status being with­
·Jrawn Mar. 1, 1980. 

!'umbers decreasin~. 

Repatriatirm >hould end prob­
lem. 

Political refu~ees becoming 
economic refugee~. 

Fairly well inte~ratPrl 

22 camps; great, 1ong.term aid 
needed. 

Additional ass1•tance required. 

Many lon><:-term; self-settled. 

Severe problem ;hould be ob· 
viated by repatriation to 
Zimbahwe. 

1 Does not include displaced persons. estimated to be a.< many as I million. 
2 Does not include 500,000-700.000 refu~ees outside camp• 

have fled across the Chari River from 
civil war in neighboring Chad. A $7.6 
million program was launched for 
emergency supplies, including sup­
plementary food, household equip­
ment, and utensils, and to launch a 
school building program. 

Educational aid to refugee students 
continues to be an important pan of 
UNHCR activities, particularly with 
regard to refugees from South Africa 
and Namibia. 

By the end of 1980, there were some 
five million refugees in Africa. Most of 
them remain on the continent. There 
may be some exceptions to this, not 
always of a permanent nature. Fortu­
nately, voluntary repatriation - the 
best solution to all refugee situations .c.... 

was possible in many cases. 
Sudan, which has an outstanding re­

cord in refugee asylum and protection 
typical of Africa, experienced a mas­
sive voluntary repatriation in 1972 after 
agreement was reached to end the 17-
year civil conflict there. This repre­
sented the biggest-ever movement of 
population organized to date by 
UNHCR on the African continent. 
UNHCR was called upon to provide for 
initial rehabilitation measures for the 
returnees as well as for the large num­
ber of Sudanese who had been dis­
placed by events in their country. 

UNHCR was also engaged in the re­
warding task of helping returnees to 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, 
and Equatorial Guinea. Events in Zim­
babwe over the past 12 months have 
meant an equally happy outcome for 
many thousands of Zimbabweans who 
have now returned home mainly from 
Botswana, Mozambique, and Zambia. 
At the request of Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe, the UN Secretary-General 
asked UNHCR to coordinate the re­
habilitation program of humanitarian 
assistance for 660,000 returnees and 
displaced persons. This is now in full 
swing, with distribution of agricultural 
tools, and seeds for planting. 

African hospitality to. and protection 
of, refugees has been taken a step fur­
ther than the universal 1951 Conven­
tion on Refugees and the 1967 Protocol 
with the 1969 Convention on Specific 
Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa. 
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fhi' wa> drawn up by the Organization 
of African Unity (OAU) in consultation 
with UNHCR. This not only carries the 
definition of the term refugee further 
than the previou~ instruments but also 
deals positively with asylum and vol­
untary repatriation. The OAU Conven­
tion, which came into effect in 1974, 
state> that "the granting of asylum i~ a 
peaceful and humanitarian act, and 
shall not be regarded a> an unfriendly 
act by any member state." Further, it 
acknowledges that no person should be 
compulsorily or forcibly returned by an 
African state to the territory he has left 
and where his physical integrity o~ lib­
erty would be threatened. At the same 
time. the OA U Convention excludes 
acts of subversion by refugees against 
the territory they have left, and exempts 
criminals from the protection of refugee 
status. So far 18 of the 50 OAU member 
states have acceded to the 1969 Con­
vention, while 33 have acceded to the 
more general 1951 Convention or 1967 
Protocol. 

It was to review the increasing, ur­
gent refugee problem on the continent 
that the Pan-African Conference on the 
Situation of Refugees was held in 
Arusha, Tanzania in May 1979. At­
tended by 38 African states (including 
all countrie> that have received refu­
gees), 5 liberation movements, as well 
as the major Western industrialized na­
tions, UN agencies, and 37 voluntary 
agencies and nongovernmental organi­
zations active in the field of service to 
refugees, the conference spelled out 
detailed policies to be followed to al­
leviate the situation of refugees in the 
specific African context. These include 
a recognition of the basic rights of refu­
gees to asylum, ''nonrefoulement" (no 
forcible return to a country where a 
refugee fears persecution), declaration 
of amnesties to e-ncourage voluntary re­
patriation, naturalization where inte­
gration in asylum countries has taken 
place, free movement to facilitate 
study, training or resettlement in third 
countries, and. rural resettlement 
schemes. A joint OAU-UNHCR 
working group has been established to 
monitor progress achieved in the im­
plementation of the Arusha recommen­
dations. Guidelines are being drawn up· 

Mothers and children make up more than 90 percent of the one million refugees In 
Somalia 

on t~ measures needed for incorpora­
tion into nati0nallegislations. UNHCR 
is also stud; ing procedures and specific 
arrangements concerning the identifi­
cation of refugees, which could be of 
benefit to African states confronted 
with large-scale influxes of asylum 
seekers. 

Another major concern of the Arusha 
conference v. as that the refugee burden 
of Africa should be shared more equally 
among all African states. ln his ad­
dress, President Nyerere of Tanzania 
appealed to those countries that have 
very few refugees to provide rural refu­
gee settlements or at least to contribute 
to the heavy local costs involved for 
those countries that do give such hos­
pitality. 

Until durable solutiom can be found 
for refugees, UNHCR tries to devise 
projects to enable them to be occupied 
and become self-supporting. providing 
them with seeds and agricultural im­
plements, where applicable. If volun­
tary repatriation is not yet possible, ref­
ugees are given assistance by UNHCR 
together with the hm.t go,emment. to 
become ~elf-sufficient, usually in ag­
riculture, or in the case of urban refu­
gees, through training in skills leading 
to wage-earning opportunities. 

We have high expectations that the 

international conference for assistance 
to refugees in Africa. to be held in 
Geneva on April 9-10, will obtain fur­
ther resources to enable African coun­
trie> to meet the already strenuous re­
sponsibility of hosting se,eral millions 
of refugees. Detailed projects of assis­
tance nov. are being "Worked out that 
will help refugees. The conference, 
sponsored by the UN. the OA U. and 
UNHCR, will also pro' ide the occasion 
to increase the av. areness of the inter­
national community to the plight ofref­
ugees in Africa. 

\Vhile solutions in some areas are 
being found, elsev. here new problems 
may arise or existing ones may require 
increased assistance. However. thanks 
to the hm.pitality of the countries of 
asylum and the effort;, of the interna­
tional community, no refugee situation 
is without hope. In the constant search 
to impro\ e the lot of the uprooted, those 
helping them- whether in the field in 
Africa or among the international 
community - act with the conviction 
that the world. which today provokes 
the departure of so many who are des­
titute and helpless. also v.orks con­
stant!) to find >olutiom for them. In this 
humanitanan task, supported by the 
international community, UNHCR has 
an essential role to play. 0 

AFRICA REPORT • January-February 1981 41 



Le Continent 19.3.81 

Corne de I' Afrique 
Douze a Quinze refugies meurent 

chaquejour 
Un million et demi dl' refu­

~ies ~;vent actuellement en So­
malie. Douze a quinze d'entre 
eux meurent chaque jour dans 
le camp de Dega Hahour en 
Ogaden. L'assPcbement dee 
fleu~·e~ a entrain€ une penu..-.ie 
d'eau. Mais la saison deti pluies 
est attendue pour avril. Tellt' 
est la situation critique des 
camps dt refugies dt' la Corne 
de )'Afrique. 

Notre correspondante a Ge­
neve, Mireille LemaresquiE~r. a 
rencontre M. Leon Davico, 
por~-parole du Ihut Comite 
des Nation.s uni~ (HCR) qui 
rentre d'un voyage dans la 
Corne de l'Afrique. 

Le Continent : A votre retour 
d. Afriqu€. vou5 avez declare que, 
jamai>-. vous n 'a•iez vu de specta· 
cle a.ussi horrible en dou.u: ans de 
;,er.·ict' aux Nations unies. Le HCR 
s 'occupe de cetteo region depuiE 
quelques annees. Mb.i;; comment en 
est -on arrive I.B ? 

M. Leon Davico: C'est le nom· 
bre enorme d" refugies qui a cree 
dt!e prublernes tres graves. La par· 
tie de la Somalie ou st trouve le 
million ou Je million et demi de 
refugies de J'Ogaden est une zone 
completement secfie, sans eau, 
sans puits. Il y a dans Ct'tte region 
deux fleuves, le Djouba et le She· 
beJi. IJ~ SO!lt secl'. Lf. mois de mars 
est I€ mois critique avant le debut 
de la saison des pluie.s. Nou!!iallons 
essayer de regler le probleme de la 
distribution d'eau par des camions· 
citernes. De l'autre ciM de la 
frontiere, c'est l'Ogaden ou toe\it 
egalemen t la secheresse. 

L.C. : Douu: 8 quinz.e personnes 
meurent chaque jour danE ces 
camps. Est-Ct' a cause de la penurie 
d"eau? 

L.D. : C'est surtout a cause de 
la p€nurie de medicaments. J)e 
l"eau? Il y en a, mai> celle-6 est 
polluec A-.·e<: de l'eau polluee, on 
ne meurt pal' : mai• on est simplt·· 
rntnt m.alade. Afin de pouvoir 
ser.'ivre. il faut de~ medicaments. 
L'a;heminement deb ... ivre~ et m€· 
dicament.>' au camp de })ega Ha· 

Le& camps surpeuplt'• rend .. nt precaire l'uistf'nC<' des rHugik et plu& (S,pa ·Pre.) 
p&rtKulii>rement des enfants. 

bour peut se faire uniquement par 
avion. En plus, il s'agit d"une zone 
d'insecurite. Ce camp abrite 
20 000 personnes. Des enfants 
meurent tousles jours. Je n·ai pas 
V\1 un seul enfant qui soit dam un 
eta t normal. 

L.C. : Que! concours recevez· 
VOU8 des autorites ethiopienne~ ? 

L.D.: En Ethiopie, nous som· 
mes responsables des refugie~ 
venue deE pays voisins. La, nous 
collaborons avec le& autorites 
ethiopiennes. Maib. en Ogaden. il y 
a un million quatrE cent miile 
personnes deplactit~ dont nou!' ne 
sommes pa~ responbbbles Le~ im· 
t.a.nct'o internationa]e, doiver.t ai· 
der It gou~·ernernent ethiopien. La 
region de I'Ogadtn est celit qui. 

actuellement, connait les plus gra· 
ves problemes. 

L.C. : Pensez·vous qu·a la confe· 
renee de l'Ollo"V sur les refugies 
africains, qui va se tenir a Geneve 
une priorite sera demand~ pour la 
Corne de !'Afrique? 

L.D. : Priorite par le nombre, 
oui. Mais chaque pays africain ou 
se trouvent des refugies a ses 
problemes. Chacun d'eu:x ouvre M!S 

bras aux refugies de8 pays front.a.· 
liero Vn million et demi de refu· 
gies. ce n'est paE possible. L'assis· 
tance ir.ternationale e~t neces· 
saire. Ceci dan~ !'interet dt: tout Je 
mondt'. 

Propos recueillie par 
.Mireille Lemaresquier 



L~frique, 
((continent des refugies )) -· 
lis etaien~llio.~s1 ~efugies en 1970; 
ils sont aujourd'h~ millions 

Le nombre des refugies et personnes deplacees ne 
cesse d'augmenter en Afrique. De 2 millions il y a dix 
ans, il depasse aujourd'hui les 10 millions, faisant de 
I' Afrique le « continent des refugies ». Du Soudan, 
vivant exemple de ce drame, l'envoye special de I' AFP 
fait le point. 

A U Soudan, plusieurs 
dizaines de milliers 
de refugies vont venir 

grossir en 1981 les quelque 
506 000 officiellement 
denombres. Chaque semaine, 
chaque jour, des groupes plus 
ou moins importants 
d'Ougandais, de Tchadiens et 
d'Ethiopiens ou d'Erythreens 
passent les frontieres avec le 
Soudan. II fuient les bombar­
dements, Ies massacres, Ia 
secheresse, Ia faim. 

La Soudan a connu ses pre­
mieres vagues de refugies en 
1965. lis etaient congolais 
(futurs zai'rois) d'origine 
rurale. Leur assimilation a ete 
relativement facile. Beaucoup 
ont, a l'heure actuelle, rejoint 
le Zaire. 

Depuis 1965, !'afflux des 
refugies vers le Soudan n'a 
pas connu de repit. En fonc­
tion de bouleversements poli­
tiques des pays voisins, ce 
sont meme des exodes massifs 
d' Africains qui ont eu lieu : le 
« gros » des refugies est 
arrive apres Jes premiers com­
bats en Ogaden. 

Des 1977-1978, plusieurs 
dizaines de milliers d'Ethio­
piens et d'Erythreens ont 
franchi les frontieres et ont 

ete accueillis dans Ies campe­
ments installes par le Haut 
Commissariat des Nations 
unies pour Ies refugies 
(HCR). 

Depuis, selon les chiffres 
publies par Ies autorites sou­
danaises, 415 000 Ethiopiens 
ou Erythreens ont gagne le 
Soudan. Ces dernieres semai­
nes, apres une interruption de 
plusieurs mois, de nouveaux 
refugies ethiopiens ou . de Ia 
region d 'Asmara sont arrives 
au Soudan, 1 000 au debut du 
mois de mars. Et chaque jour 
Ia frontiere est franchie par 
des groupes de 300 a 400 
personnes. 

Un nouvel afflux de refu­
gies au sud preoccupe Ies 
autorites de Khartoum, celui 
des Ougandais qui, au rythme 
de 300 par jour, fuient le nord 
de I'Ouganda et passent en 
territoire soudamiis apres 
avoir traverse Ie Nil blanc. 

Ces Ougandais des tribus 
maadis affirment qu'ils ont 
echappe aux massacres et aux 
persecutions des Acholis qui 
reglent ainsi de vieux comptes 
tribaux et politiques. lis ont 
deja « renvoye » Ie premier 
des Maadis qui n'etait autre 
qu'Idi Amin Dada. 

En octobre 1980, 30 000 
Ougandais ont franchi Ia 
frontiere et sont concentres 
dans Ia region de Juba, avec 
43 000 autres Maadis. Les 
autorites soudanaises esti­
ment que dans Ies prochaines 
semaines, 50 000 Ougandais 
devront etre re~us dans les 
campements du Sud-Soudan. 

A !'ouest, le Soudan doit 
porter assistance, avec le con­
cours du HCR, a 18 000 refu­
gies en provenance du Tchad. 
La region ouest est particulie­
rement difficile d'acces, elle 
se trouve a 2 000 km de Khar­
toum et plus de dix jours en 
camion sont necessaires pour 
y parvenir. 

A El Janaina notamment, 
3 000 Tchadiens ont ete admis 
dans un campement, 2 000 a 
3 000 autres se trouvent au 
nord de Ia ville. 

Les Soudanais ne cachent 
pas que l'arrivee de plus de 
500 000 personnes a provo­
que un certain desequilibre 
sociologique dans Ie pays. La 
proportion de non-Soudanais 
ne cesse de s'accroitre, susci­
tant des <~ chocs » culturels et 
religieux notamment, sans 
parler des sentiments de 
jalousie et des reactions vives 
de ressentiment de Ia part de 
Ia population locale, qui 
pense qu'elle passe trop sou­
vent au second plan quant a Ia 
satisfaction de ses propres 
revendications. 

Michel Porcberon 
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Un'Africa 
di ra.ndagi 

W aldheim: 1200 miliardi per cinque milioni di profughi 

II caso limite riguarda Ia 
Somalia, dove un milione e 
mezzo di profughi rappre­
senta oltre un terzo dell'in­
tera popolazione: e come se 
l'ltalia dovesse ospitare 
venti milioni di esuli. Ma 
l'intero continente africano 
e un caso limite di questo 
gigantesco problema: piu di 
cinque milioni di rifugiati. 
per Ia massima parte don­
ne, bambini e vecchi. vege­
tano ai limiti della sopravvi­
venza nei campi profughi di 
25 Paesi. E si tratta quasi 
sempre. come nel caso so­
malo. di Paesi poverissimi, 
gia afflitti da una quantita 
di problemi disperati, gia 
aile prese con Ia scommessa 
di uno sviluppo negato dal­
la storia e dalla natura, dai 
conflitti esplosi sulle dram­
matiche condizioni dell'A~ 
frica postcoloniale. dalle ca­
lamita naturali che bersa­
gliano il continente. 

Questi 25 Paesi hanno 
chiesto aiuto al mondo. e il 
mon.;o ha deciso di dar !oro 
una mano. Ci vorrebbero 
1150 milioni di dollari. oltre 
1200 miliardi di lire per ga­
rantire cibo e assistenza ai 
profughi e per avviare. dove 
possibile. le procedure di 
rimpatrio. in una previsione 
di spesa scaglionata su cin­
que anni. Per ora di questa 
cifra e stata gar an tita circa 
l<~.meta. come ha annuncia­
to venerdi Kurt Waldheim. 
chiudendo a Ginevra Ia 
conferenza Onu sui rifugiati 
in Africa. I risultati di que­
sta con ferenza. organ izzata 
dali'Alto Commissariato. 

dell'Onu peri rifugiati. ven­
gono de fin iti incoraggianti. 
anche perche i Paesi africa­
ni hanno chiesto e ottenuto 
l'impegno a una riconvoca­
zione nel futuro. 

Scopo della riunione di 
Ginevra non era soltanto Ia 
raccolta di fondi. rna anche 
Ia pmmozione di questo 
problema nella consapevo­
lezza mondiale. in una fase 
in cui ogni questione inter­
nazionale rischia di essere 
appiattita nella prospettiva 

del confronto Est-Ovest. 
Coll)e h11 osservato il dane­
se Poul Hartling. Alto Com­
missario per i rifugiati. i 
profughi sono ,if so!lopro­
doti!J di conflitti e persecu­
;:ioni», rna a! tempo stesso 
rappresentano di per se un 
problema esplosivo. capace 
a sua volta.di generare nuo­
vi conflitti e nuove persecu­
tioni. 

G li esperti d i questa 
agenzia delle N azion i Unite 
hanno potuto esaminare nei 
dettagli quanto sia traurna­
tico l'irnpatto di una rnassa 
di profughi sulle fragili 
strutture di quei Paesi che 
un eufernismo internazio­
nale definisce «in via di svi-

luppo». La generosa tradi­
zione africana dell'ospitali­
ta viene a scon trarsi con tra­
gici dati .di fatto: insuffi-· 
cienza di cibo. di acqua. di 
attrezzature sanitarie. di 
strutture educative. II risul­
tato: piu fame. pitl rnalattie. 
il sottosviluppo che si avvita 
su se stesso, un avvenire gia 
incerto pregiudicato del 
tutto. 

Di qui Ia responsabilita 
internazionale. che Ia con­
ferenza di Ginevra ha rnes­
so alia prova nei giorni 
scorsi. non senza che l'ini­
Liativa abbia mancato di ri­
velare le rituali tensioni. Da 
un Jato. l'Unione Sovietica 
ha disertato Ia conferenza. 
fedele a una politica che le 
fa preferire l'approccio bila­
terale. politicamente rneglio 
«pagante», alia partecipa­
zione a sforzi multinaziona­
li. Dall'altro. alcuni Paesi 
arabi hanno contestato Ia 
presenza della delegazione 
israeliana: l'incidente ha ri­
tardato di alcune ore l'inizio 
dei lavori. Assente l'U rss 
con gli altri Paesi del blocco 
orientale. e stato l"Occiden­
te a garantire il finanzia­
mento dell"operazione pro­
fughi: soprattutto gli Stati 
Uniti. con Ia promessa di 
285 milioni di dollari. oltre 
300 miliardi di lire. 

Alfredo Venturi 



Afrika wil 
tJ R t "\ud.eL~ 

miljard voorrq 
vluchtelingen 

Door ooze redacteur KOERT LfNi>UER 

GEN~VE, 10 april- Op de eerste dag van de 
I~ternabonale Conferentie voor Hulp aan Vluchte­
lmgen in Afrika (lcara) in Geneve is gisteren door 
donorlanden 460 miljoen dollar toegezegd. Het 
le~uwedeel, 285 miljoen dollar, kwam van de Ver­
emgde Staten. 

in hun land aan deze.lfde om­
standigheden bloot staan als 
'vluchtelingen maar niet op de 
traditionele vluchtelingenhulp 
kunnen rekenen. 

De conferentie van de Ver­
enigde Naties, die tot van· 
avond zal duren en waaraan 
door 94 Ianden op ministerieel 
niveau wordt deelgenomen, 
werd gisteren geopend door 
VN ·: .. c't"etaris-generaal Kurt V erenigde Staten 
WaLi~im. In zijn oproep om 
de nog steeds groeiende 1 Het leeuwedeel van de tot nu 
stroom Afrikaanse vluchtelin· toe toegezegde hulp op de con­
gen te hulp te komen wees ferentie is afkomstig van de 
.Waldheim erop dat van de 9,5 Verenigde Staten. De Ameri­
miljoen vluchtelingen in de kaanse ambassadeur bij de 
were)d zich vijf miljoen in .VN, Jeane Kirkpatrick, zegde 
Afrika bevinden. 285 miljoen dollar toe. 

Het doel van de conferentie, - Dit is een teken, aldus Kirk· 
aldus Waldheim, moet zijn om patrick, dat de VS in tegenstel­
de Afrikaanse Ianden die toch ling tot sommige berichten wel 
~l tot de armste van de wereld degelijk groot belang hechtte 
·behoren, te hulp te snellen zo- aan goede relaties met zwart 
dat ze het probleem ter plaatse Afrika. Ze vertelde dat presi­
kunnen aanpakken. Hij deed dent Reagan gisteren tot Afri­
een oproep aan de delegaties kaanse hulpdag had uitgeroe­
zich slechts met de ,bumanitai- pen. 
re___kant--vaa de-~a.aJtbe~, Na afloop zei ze niet te gelo­
houden en niet met de oorzaak,' ven dat de VS voorwaarden 
,wat deze-·ookmoge-zl]ii":L>e aan de hulp zouden verbinden 
Sierra Leoonse p1·esident Siaka zodat bijvoorbeeld het marxis­
l;tevens, de huidige voorzitter tische Ethiopie uitgesloten zou 
van de Organisatie van Afri- kunnen worden. Ze weersprak 
kaanse Eenheid (OAE) die berichten in The Washington 
Icara mede organiseerde, wees; Post begin deze week als zou· 
vervolgens de apartheid .1n den de VS ontwikkeHngsh\lltl 
Zulcl Afrika aan als een van de aan het socialistische Tanza· 
oor~ ...• en van het vluchtelln· nia drastisch willen verminde-. 
·genprobleem. ren. Bovendien vertelde ze da:t 

Verder noemde Stev~ als in de aanstaande. begroting 
oorzaak stammen· .. ep. gods· van de regering-Reagan wordt 
dienstconflicten, grenaoorlo- voorgesteld de algehele hulp 
gen en droogte. In zijn ,SOS-. aan Afrika met dertig procent 
rede" waarschuwde hij d"t de te verhogen. 
traditionele gastvrijheld,~-van · . ., Versclieidene Westerse ~ele­
de Afrikaanse Ianden·'·'- om · gities spraken hun teleurstel· 
vluchtelingen op te nemen aan ling uit over de afwezigheid op 
haar einde dreigt te komen de conferentie van de Oosteu­
om_dat het Afrikaa.nae . conti· / ropese Ianden. Deze beschou­
nent de last niet meer alleeo ' wen het vluchtelingenpro-, 
kan dragen. ;bleem in Afrika als de erfenis' 

Minister Van der Klaauw 'van de koloniale overheersing, 
zegde namens Nederland een waarvoor alleen het Westen 
9,5 miljoen dollar toe aan de ·· verantwoordelijkheid draagt. 
VN -organisaties die zlch bezig- De Afrikaanse Ianden zeg­
houden met het Afrikaanse · gen 1,15 miljard dollar nodig 
vluchtelingenprobleem. · Hij te hebben om het vluchtelin­
vroeg de aandacht voor de genprobleem te kunnen aan­
miljoenen AfrikaneD die lijden pakken. Dat betekent dat deze 
·onder honger, droogte en oor· conferentie 890 miljoen dollar 
log . maar niet de atatus van moet opbrengen om de huidige 
vluchtellngen hebbeD omdat ze begroting van het :tioge Com­
hun landsgrenzen niet hebben misaariaat voor vluchtelinger 
overschreden. Volgens een op van de VN tot het vereiste be~ 
de conferentie circulerend rap- drag aan te vullen. Dit streef·· 
port van Unicef, het kinder- bedliag wordt door vele VN-. .. _.. .,... .. .._ _..._ ___ .... .. .. "' . - - - - .. 

NRC Handelsblad 
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La Conference de Geneve 
sur les refugies en Afrique 

Les 9 et 10 avril t~e tient a Geneve Ia Conference 
internationale sur les refugies en Afrique. C'est une 
fa~on de mettre le doigt sur Ia plaie car c'est sur notre 
continent qu'on compte le plus grand nombre de 
refugies. Leur nombre est monte en fleche au cours des 
quatre dernieres annees et il continue de croitre a un 
rythme incontrolable. Trois grandes zones sont en 
proie ace phenomene~ D'abord Ia Corne de I' Afrique, 
ou, en raison de plusieurs facteurs, en particulier Ia 
guerre dans I'Ogaden et la grande secheresse, le 
nombre des rHugies est sans doute plus eleve que dans 

)'Afrique australe ou Ia question raciale rend Ia 
situation differente de celle qui existe dans Ia Corne de 
l'Afrique et ailleurs. Prives par un systeme d'inegali­
tes institutionnalisees base sur des considerations de 
race, de toute possibilite de progres politique et 
economique, les Noirs d' Afrique du Sud et de Namibie 
sont contraints de s'exiler, toujours plus nombreux, au 
Botswana, au Lesotho, au Swaziland, en Zambie et en 
Angola. Troisieme region touchee, l'Afrique centrale 
et les autres pays d' Afrique ou les conditions de vie des 
rHugies sont affreuses, du fait notamment de Ia 
famine, mais ou Ia situation est loin d'etre aussi · n'importe queUe autre region du monde. Vient ensuite 

desesperee que dans les deux premieres zones. 

Nous ne pouvions laisser passer Ia Conference de 
Geneve qui va tenter de coordonner les diverses aides 
multilaterales et bilaterales sans attirer a nouveau 
!'attention de nos lecteurs sur une Afrique qui part en 
miettes du fait de Ia famine et d~s personnes 
deplacees. Nous entamons done Ia publication d'un 
dossier en trois parties qui examinera Ia question des 
refugies, zone par zone, pays par pays et en fonction 
des problemes poses et des besoins dans chacun de ces 
cadres. 

1. Le cadre historique et geographique 
750 000 en 1970, 5 millions au· 

jourd'hui de femmes et d'enfants 
surtout qui, victimes d'evene· 
ments qui les depassent, ont du 
quitter leurs terres pour chercher 
refuge sur leur continent: 
!'Afrique. Tout, semble·t·il, a ete 
dit sur les refugies et sur les camps 
de deracines, sur Ia faim et Ia 
maladie et leur desespoir. Les 
photographies sont parfois pi us 
eloquentes que Ia litterature. 

Cependant, il convient de savoir, 
avant que ne s'ouvre Ia Conference 
de Geneve, qu'un refugie sur deux, 
dans le monde vit en Afrique et que 
les pays les plus pauvres de notre 
planete sont situes sur ce conti­
nent. 

On a beaucoup ecrit et parle sur 
les refugies par~e qu'il y avait le 
drame du Cambodge, le desespoir 
du • boat people a vietnamien, et 
que ces refugies du Sud-Est etaient 
sou vent amenes a quitter I' Asie 
pour trouver des pays d'accueil en 
Europe, en Amerique et meme en 
Oceanie. -

Alors que tous nos confreres se 
bousculaient pour aller constater 

le genocide du 1\ampuchea, les 
pays africains avec leurs millions 
de refugies donnaient leur hospita­
lite sans fanfare ni trompette 
parce qu'on ne parle pas de droit 
d'asile en Afrique, ou existe une 
hospitalite traditionnelle. · 

La ·eune Republique sans res· 

320 000 habitants a accueilli 
42 000 refugies. La Somalie, l'une 
des plus desheritees de Ia Corne de 
I' Afrique, forte de 3,6 millions 
d'habitants, compte actuellement 
I ,6 million de refugies et une 
trentaine de camps faits avec des 
moyens de fortune, grace a l'aide 
d' organisations internationales 
comme le HCR ou,}a Croix·Rouge. 

L'Afrique a fait plus qu'eUe ne 
pouvait ; elle ne peut plus faire 
face ii l'ampleur de Ia situation. 
Elle en appe~le a la communaute 
internationale et detmlnde une ac­
tion d'urgence. 

Si l'enormite meme du probleme 
des refugies cree Ia tragique situa­
tion a laquelle les gouvernements 
africains sont maintenant confron­
tes, Ia responsabilite des grandes 

puissances est engagee. Contribuer 
de fa~on substailtielle aux pro· 
grammes d'assistance, c'est appor· 
ter une contribution inappreciable 
a Ia paix et a Ia stabilite. aussi bien 
qu'au developpement. 

Ainsi, le but premier de Ia 
Conference des Nations unies sur 
les refugies en Afrique qui se 
tiendra les 9 et 10 avrii a Geneve 
et sera presidee par M. Kurt Wald· 
heim, consiste a recueillir des 
contributions. 

L'ONU recoltera-t-elle le mil· 
liard de dollars necessaire a 
!'Afrique pour subvenir aux be· 
soins immediats des· refugies ? La 
facture est enorme, comparee aux 
200 millions de dollars qu 'avaient 
demandes les Nations unies pour le 
c boat people a ou les 500 millions 
de dollars pour le Cambodge. II 
demeure que le Haut·Commissa­
riat de l'ONU pour les refugies 
reste optimiste et attend beaucoup 
de Ia tournee que vient d'effectuer 
le haut-commissaire, M. Poul Har­
tling en Asie, en Amerique, en 
Europe et dans le Golfe. 

Les Americains ont fait savoir a 
M. Hartling qu'ils se montreraient 
genereux. Le nouveau vice-presi· 

dent, M. Bush, l'a confirme it y a 
quelques jours a Washington, ou se 
trouvait le haut·commissaire. II 
est a prevoir egalement que les 
pays de l'OPEP accorderont une 
aide substantielle aux Etats afri· 
cains, preuve a deja ete faite de Ia 
generosite des pays du Golfe a 
l'egard du continent africain. 

Quant a !'Europe, ·et en particu­
lier les anciennes puissances colo­
niales, elle ne pourra etre absente 
des grands donateurs, ayant aussi 
une certaine responsabilite dans le 
• mal-etre • africain. 

MireUJe Lemareaquier 
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• Les chiffres ci·dessus ne concernent que les refugies immatricules 
Pt sont par consequent incomplets. 
II n'a pas ete tenu compte des refugies rapatriea, bien qu'ils rec;oivent 
une aide international• pour assurer leur rt\adaptation initiale. 

Le Continent - 6.4.81 

---~--- Djlbautl «2000 
Edoiople 11000 

_____ s-o. 1540000 

--~---- Kenp 3500 

Rw...U 10150 

2345i0 
140800 

73000 

39500 

100 

3400 

10000 

10000 

Du programme de 1957 ala conference de 1981 

I. - L'evolution du cadre 
in'.ltitutionnel 

1957 : premier grand pro­
gramme d'assistance internatio· 
nale en faveur des refugies afri· 
cains ; il concerne les 200 000 AI· 
geriens qui se refugient au Maroc 
et en Tunisie. 

1963 :creation de l'Organisa­
tionde !'unite africaine dont Ia 
preoccupation essentielle se re· 
vele etre les refugies. 

1964: Le Conseil des mlms­
tres de l'OUA cree une commis­
sion speciale pour les refugies et 
elabore un certain nombre de 
• principe directeurs •. 

1967 : Conference de l'OUA 
sur les aspects juridiques, econo­
miques et sociaux des problemes 
des refugies africains. 

- Adoption de Ia Convention 
de l'OUA sur les refugies. 

- Accord prevoyant une colla­
horation etroite entre l'OUA et le 

HCR, ainsi que des consultations 
regulieres. 

- Creation du Bureau pour le 
placement et !'education des re· 
fugies africains (BPERA). 

1979 : Conference panafri· 
caine sur les refugies a Arusha 
sous l'egide de I'OUA et du HCR. 

II. - Les depenses a prevoir : 
1) Aide d'~rgence: 

69 211 200 dollars pour four· 
nir des vivres et des abris entre 
autres chases afin d'assurer Ia 
simple survie a des refug\es qui 
sont arrives en tres grand nombre 
ces dernieres semaines. De nou· 
veaux besoins lies au secours 
d'urgence surgissent chaque jour. 
Le HCR s'emploie a les preciser 
avant Ia Conference de Gem)ve. 
En attendant, I' organisation uti· 
lise les ressources du Fonds 
extraordinaire dont il dispose 
pour faire face aux situations 
d'urgence. 

2) - Assistance supplemen· 
taire directe en faveur des 
refugies: 

Elle est demandee par les 
gouvernements interesses: 
425 257 477 dollars, Ia majeure 
partie de cette somme se rappor· 
tant a !'education, )'hygiene, le 
developpement agricole, !'heber· 
gement, Ia protection sociale, Ia 
construction, les vehicules et 'les 
transports. 

3) - Assistance directe sup· 
plementaire en faveur des ra­
patries, qu'ont demande les gou· 
vernements : 85 922 555 dollars 
pour le developpement agricole, 
les vivres, les articles a usage 
domestique, !'education, Jes 
abris, Ia sante et !'hygiene. 

4) - Les projets d'appui, 
infrastructurel proposes par les 
gouvernements, concernant Ia 

charge que fait peser sur leurs 
res;;ources nationales Ia presence 
de tres nombreux refugies: 
312 735 560 dollars. 

5) - Le cout des programmes 
approuves en cours d'execu­
tion: 

260 853 500 dollars pour 
1981. II s'agit de programmes 
executes par le HCR et d'autres 
organismes tels que le PAM (Pro­
gramme alimentaire mondial) et 
le FISE {Fonds des Nations unies 
pour l'enfance). Ces derniers ont 
mis en route ces programmes en 
ayant recours aux contributions 
deja versees. 

Cependant Je HCR, sur ce total 
de 1 158 980 292 dollars, pre· 
cise que certains secteurs sont 
plus urgents que d'autres 
et qu'une somme de 
450 000 000 dollars est neces­
saire pour faire face aux besoins 
priori taires. 
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Afrikas flyktninger 
pi verdenskonferanse 
Det finnes i verden i dag vel 10 
millioner flyktninger. Viet· 
namesiske batflyktninger og 
flyktningeleire i Asia er blitt 
bred internasjonal oppmerk· 
soinbet til del. Hva frerre vet, 
er at annenhver flyktning i da· 
gens verden finnes i Afrika -
-~.fern millioner. De bar ikke 

tt de samme store overskrif· 
ter i verdenspressen, og far 
heller ikke den tilsvarende 
okonomiske hjelp fra om· 
verdenen. Ca. 100 kroner i in· 
ternasjonal hjelp far en afri· 
kansk flyktning i aret - andre 
flyktningegrupper mer enn 
det dobbelte. Flyktningene i 
Afrika befinner seg stort sett i 
land som er me get fattige, og 
som pa ingen mate kan for· 
ventes pa egen hand a kunne 
brere byrdene med tusenvis av 
flyktninger innenfor sine 
grenser. 

Dag 
Leraand 

Dette er bakgrunnen for at 
FNs h0ykommissariat for 
flyktninger (UNHCR) 9.-10. 
april arrangerer en inter­
nasjonal konferanse om Afri­
kas flyktningeproblem i GeiW­
ve. Det viktigste formalet 
med konferansen er a reise 
midler til hjelpearbeidet, men 
samtidig a spre mer informa­
sjon om den afrikanske flykt­
ninge-tragedien. 

Krig og terror 
Arsakene til de mange flykt­
ningene i Afrika er mange: his­
toriske, politiske og natur­
messige. Kriger og politisk 
despoti har fatt mange til a 
forlate hjem og eiendom. Ba­
re flere-fronts-krigen i Etiopia 
har, kombinert med t0rke, 
vrert arsak til nrermere to 
millioner flyktninger. De na 
avsatte tyrannene Amin i 
Uganda, Nguema i Ekvatori­
ai-Guinea og Bokassa i Sen­
tralafrika fikk flere hundre tu­
sen til a flykte. Under frigj0-
ringskrigen i Zimbabwe flyk­
tet mer enn en million men­
nesker - til utlandet eller in­
nen landets grenser. Disse er 
·· -1 for en stor del repatriert -
~nnom et effektivt og vel­

tykket UNHCR-program. S0r­
Afrikas krigf0ring i Namibia 
har f0rt·til at ca. 60 000 nami­
biere i dag bor i Angola, og 
tallet 0ker for hver dag. Den­
ne listen kan gj0res Ienger, og 
vii bli Ienger i ara som kom­
mer. 

Naturmessige forhold har 
ogsa drevet mange pa flukt. 
T0rke og suit har tvunget folk 
til a a flytte pa seg - et eks­
empel som enna sitter i min­
net, er t0rkekatastrofen i Sa­
hel-beltet i Vest-Afrika. 

Fattlge land 
Med fa unntak er de afrikans­
ke stater fattige land. Men det 
er land som har apnet sine 

En far kommer med sitt barn, som er for utsultet til A ga, 
for a fa mat og medisin i flyktningeleiren Sabaad i Soma· 
lia. ( UNICEF·foto via AP ). 

grenser for flyktninger - kan­
skje i langt mer genere0st om­
fang enn hva en har vrert vitne 
til i andre deler av verden. Li­
kPvel - det legges ikke skjul 

· · 1t de mange flyktninger er 
"'-- .:letydelig 0konomisk byrde 
for vertslandene, og det blir 
stadig oftere krevd at det in­
ternasjonale samfunn rna bre­
re en st0rre del a v de 0kono­
miske omkostningene. 

Foresp0rsler og henvendel­
ser fra afrikanske regjeringer 
om internasjonal hjelp er bak­
grunnen for at FNs h0ykom­
missariat for flyktninger- Ie­
det av den tidligere danske 
stats- og utenriksminister 
Poul Hartling - torsdag og 
fredag er vertskap for den f0r­
ste verdenskonferansen som 
tar opp det afrikanske flykt­
ningeproblemet. Konferansen 
blir arrangert i nrert sam­
arbeid med Organisasjonen 
for afrikansk enhet- OAU. 

Konferansen 
Om ·lag 80 land er invitert til 
konferansen i Geneve, et halvt 
hundre har meldt sin an­
komst. Norge er ett av dem. 
De afrikanske statene har 
gjennom UNHCR bedt om ca. 
seks milliarder kroner i hjelp, 
men resultatet vi!' trolig bli et 

godt stykke under denne mal­
settingen. De fleste land har 
allerede gitt sine 0konomiske 
tilsagn til FN s flyktningepro­
gram, og vii vrere vanskelige 
a overtale til a yte vesentlig 
mer. Det er imidlertid ventet 
at Norge vii gi noen millioner i 
tillegg til hva som allerede er 
avsatt til slike formal. 

Pa konferansen vii det bli 
lagt fram en rekke konkrete 
prosjekter som det s0kes fi­
nansiering til. Det er de afri­
kanske statene som har fore­
slatt prosjektene for UNHCR, 
som i sin tur har plukket ut og 
anbefalt noen. 

Bistanden vii vrere av tre 
slag: N0dhjelp i form av·mat, 
tak over hodet, t0y, sykepleie 
etc. Videre hjelpearbeid av 
mer langsikt!g~art, o~ til sist 

permanente l0sninger - en­
ten frivillig tilbakesending til 
hjemlandet eller tilpasning 
som medborgere i tilfluktsllin­
det. 

Afrikas Horn 
Den ufattelige afrikanske 
flyktningetragedien er av 
st0rst omfang pa det sakalte 
Afrikas Horn, med landene 
Etiopia, Sudan og Somalia -
hvor de to siste landene har 
tatt i mot nrermere to milli­
oner flyktninger fra det rak_­
nende gamle etiopiske imperi­
um. 

Eritreeres, somalieres og 
flere andre folkegruppers 
mangearige krig mot Mengis­
tus Sovjet-st0ttede regime i 
Etiopia har, kombinert med 
omfattende t0rke, sendt hund­
retusener av mennesker over 
grensene til nabolandene. Ba­
re i Somalia finnes det i dag 
mer enn halvannen million 
f!yktninger, i Sudan over en 
halv million. I det lille landet 
Djibouti er hver femte innbyg­
ger f!yktning. 

Situasjonen i Somalias 
mange flyktningeleire var i 
fjor ytterst kritisk, og bare det 
mest omfattende n0dhjelps­
program verden har sett, av­
verget sultekatastrofen. 

Den siste store flyktninge­
str0mmen var resultatet av 
den mangearige borgerkrigen 
i Tsjad. Rundt arsskiftet krys­
set titusener grensene til na­
bolandene Nigeria, Sudan og 
Kame run. 

Nye str0mmer av ulykkeli­
ge mennesker vii fortsatt 
komme. Flyktningene fra Na­
mibia og S0r-Afrika vokser 
ikke minst i antall. For hver 
dag som gar, tar nye namibie­
re tilflukt i nabolandet An­
gola. Ingen vet hvordan 
framtida vii arte seg i S0r­
Afrika, men en mer omfat­
tende motstandskamp vii f0re 
til nye menneskelige trage­
dier - og nye flyktninge­
str0mmer. I to dager skal ver­
den bli tvunget til a se Afrikas 
f!yktninger i 0ynene. Hvor 
raskt vii de igjen bli glemt? 

Arbeiderblader 

(Norway) 

8.4.81 
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The Economist 

In the same boat ~1.3.81 

His time that Africa's rdagees. .N'Cfl!ived the world's sympathy-e.nd aJd 

The boat pe0ple of Indochina at least 
had the gc)(x: luck to be newsy. The 
ha::mwir..g dr~:na of t,'ieir es;::ape to free­
dom m decrepit c~aft captured the 
world's attention a:Jc assured them of 
imemational help. Africa's refugees 
have been less >Je,..'sworthy, yet they are 
far more numerous: half the world's 
estimated 10m ;-efugees are in Africa. 
Frorr1 the parched Horn of A.t+nca to 
sticky Angola. they wait in emergency 
ca;nps or wander without shelter or try 
to make a new start from nothing in a 
foreign country. The conference which 
the Cailed Nations High Commissioner 
br Ref:.lgees ,(l7l'HCR) is organising in 
Geneva next month hopes to do for 
polyglot millions of Africans what an­
other UN conf;:;ence did for the boat 
;>eopk almost two years ago. 

Even if the figure of 5m re~ugees is 
exa;;gerated (perhaps by a quarter) by 

~e host countries, it is sti11 appallingly 
lffi pre:>sive. Yet it shows the instinctive 
generosity of .-o\frican countries. Rarely 
are fugi ~ives turned away, as ma.."ly of the 
boat people were in south east Asia. 

Africa has long t-..ad a refugee problem 
caused by drought and famine, but it was 
the ending of colonialism that gave it a 
new twist. Colonial frontiers often had 
little relationship to tribal boundaries. 
Minorities in a newly-independent state 
often found themselves under the thumb 
of bigger tribes. The quest for self­
determination, the watchword of liber­
ation movements across Af_rica, put fur­
!her strains on the old frontiers. 'But 
d•a~ing new frontiers after indepen­
dence would have created even worse 
problems. 

The· Organi~tion for African Unity 
chose to retain all existing bo::-ders, but 
.4fricans have not stopped figr'lting over 

V/here the refugees are Host govemmant estimates 
at their relijistered refugees 
(o.c.m-. '1880) 

them, and fighting has resulted in more 
refugees. Bia..7.i, Kata.nga and Eritrea 
have been secessionist battlegrounds. 
Et::ri,:,pia .anc! Somalia are still at logger­
heads over their .:!esert boundary in the 
Hom of Africa, a boundary that grew 
out of I:aly's tum-of-the-cen:ury deci­
sion to :gnore tribal :ines, a..r:1ci cede the 
O_gaden region· to Ethiopia. Co!'Jlicts in 
the Western Sahara and in Namibia have 
similar roots. 

In the 1970s an unpleasant new phe­
nomenon arose. The violation of human 
rightS by t}7ann.ical post-independence 
}eaders such as Jean Bokassa (Central 
African Empire), Macias Nguerna 
(Equatorial Guinea) and ldi Amin 
{Uganda) put hundreds of thousands of 
.people to flight. Power struggles be­
tween rival black leaden; terrorised local 
populations. The strains have increased 
with the seizure of power by military 
men in much of Africa. Conflicting east­
west interests in Africa, defended by the 
superpowers or by surrogates such as 
France or Cuba, have influenced events. 
But the refv.gee upswing in Africa ap­
pears to be at least as much a product of 
black power struggles as of ideological 
.conflict. 
. The results of such struggles are pitiful 
to see. Somalia, a godforsaken land 
pinned between desert and ocean near 
the mouth of the Red Sea, vies with 
Pakistan for the wretched honour of 

being the_ worl~'s_ m~st ~~tug~-Ja~~ci 

Concentration£ unoer 10.000 not s.hown 

o------ s~n 49p,ooo 
11,000 
42,000 

112,400 
<10,200 

234,1100 
140,000 

to hit the Hom of 1\frica in 30 years. 
They represent more than a third of 
Somalia's population. Most are nomads 
who have been driven out of Ethiopia's 
desolate Ogaden region by fierce fight­
ing between the Ethiopian and Somali 
armies. Somalia, despite a no-hope 
economy based on livestock, takes the 
refugees because of their Somali tribal 

background. 
There are 30 camp~ in th.ree dust­

choked areas of s~,malia not ~ar from the 
disputed fror.tier--around Hargeise in 
~he north. Beiet Ouen L."l the centre and 
Gedo in ·the south. Some 90% of the 
(>cc:.:;:>ants are -,...c.;nen and ::hl.idren. 
V.'hen ti-...is ,:;o:-:-espondent visited the 
::!imps last month, it was dear that, 
despite the efforts of liN officers and 
western relief vrganisations, deliveries 
of food wert irregclar :md i:1suffi::ient. 
Some official~ said that 40% of the food 
sent from America and ·v.·estern Europe 
was being waylaid within Somalia !:teiore 
it reached the camps. The refugees, 
=:--:"luching in sparse shelters made of 
twigs and cloth, said that they were 
driven out of the Ogaden by Ethiopian 
troop~ who kilied the men and the 
animals. T.1ey appear to face a long stay 
in the camps, which are becoming in­
creasingly de;olate as shrubbery is up­
rooted for miles around for firewood or 
hut-building. 

Deep in t!le Ogaden on the Ethiopian 
side there are more victims; fewe.r than 
.:_ C"'--~ 1~- l....E ... ~- -- --·~- -. .... - ... ---...:1,.,. •• 60 

saw m~ny ,.:hiidren, starv'..ng to death. 
Professwna; med1ca, <:are does not exist. 
Th_e doctors and nurses from western 
rehef organisations who ope,ate in So­
malia are ab!.ent from Degahabur, ap­
;::>arent!y bec;:use Ethiopia's Marxist re­
jp.Jne. :~ sWl worried by rebel military 
"C:"ltJes and does not want westerners 
m <he area 

Soviet-ba.:ked Ethiopia has generated 
;_orne 2m refl.!gees. More t.'lan 400 000 
;:_t~JOplam have ~ed to Sudan, mostly to 
~:-"4pe. fJgh!!ng m Entrea where the 
EthlOplan army has at last taken the 
measure~ of independence fighters. An­
ot~~r 4 ... ,~'XJ hav~ encamped in tiny 
Djit>outJ ..• he newly mdependent Red 
Sea statt'ie: where one in every five 

ir>..habi :ants is a refugee. 
s.udan has probably the most generous 

policy of asylum in Africa. It is ready to 
prm~de permanent settlements, where 
posSlble, B?d. ~ allowed in refugees 
,rom Chad s ~vrl war and from Uganda, 
where massacres still occur in the 
countryside. · 

One of the busiest new refugee cen­
tres in Africa is in the northern Camer­
oon bord~r .town of Kou.<.seri, just across 
the Chan nver from Ndjamena, Chad's 
shattered capital. About a third of 
Chad's 2.6m refugees have crossed to 
Kousseri, camping in endless rows of 
sm~l ~uts and tents provided by the 
UN. No ~ne knows how long they will 
~ave stay m the camp, which has turned 
mto a choking dust bowl. Epidemics 
threaten. Uncertainty over the inten­
tions of Libya's Colonel Qaddafi to-

wan:is Chad increases · I"eA'ugee fears 
arout retu.-n.ing to Nc!jamena. 

Tile refugee S"...e:Ie in · A...~ca is not 
irretrievably g;i..m. In Zimbabwe, the 
UNHCR is windb.g up an 0f-.:'ratkm. rhat 
h.a5 helped to :r::pacr.a.te or resettle the 
b'<..llk of 1m people whose 'lives were 
1i&'"UtJteC dtu"...ng the revolutionary st.L.tg­
gle. But it is s;rim ene>u.gh. Zaire remains 
a vast refugee way-station ta ?•hich hun­
dreds of thousands of per;e..."''lted po-0ple 
nave fled. In . .!tu"'lgola, fngiti;oes fwm 
Namibia are strai.•"li!'lg an akeady weak 
economy. An estimated .50,000 Nami­
bians have fled to Angola to escape the 
fighting between South Africa and the 
Namibian i."ldependence movement 
Swapo.-a tenfold in:rease since 1978. 

Those who keep a W5tch on the refu­
gee map are worried abour southern 
Africa. States borde..-r:ing South Africa 
have so far received :mly a few tho>J..."llld 
refugees from the south, but if friction 
betv.•een blacks and whites "'orsens, the 
numbers could increase iapidly. Zim­
babwe has become available as a poten­
tial new refuge: Nll!!'jbia could also . 

Keeping refug:oes alive is costly. Biack 
states have asked for $1.2 billion .. in 
special relief from next month's Geneva 
conference, to which 80 donor oountries 
·have been invited. If half this amount is 
raised the conference will have done a 
passable job. It will not be easy. The 
LTNliCR's $500m budget is already :fi­
nanced mainly by the leading western 
oountries (up to 30% by the United 
States alone). The west has few qualms 
about helping the boat people, who were 
fleeing from comtnunism. It may feel 
l~ enthusiastic about pouring emergen­
cy ai~ven for humanitarian reasons­
into some of the Marxist-run African 
countries that are appealing for it. The 
~vi.-t T Ininn nnrl itc ~act ~nrnr"W~>!:In 



Notre monde a tous- Your world - my world - our world 

Somalia's Women Refugees 
VmaRamNath 
and Peter O'Neill 

Floods, earthquakes, streams of 
refugees, cyclones and drought all have 
their devastating impact on those who 
can least cope - the poor, the marginal 
farmer, the pastoral tribes. The people 
of the rich industrialised nations of the 
world respond readily with aid in various 
forms. But "aid for the day" is a cruel ge­
sture if those receiving it cannot also 

,..,plan to rebuild their lives. Somalia has 
..... 1some 700,000 refugees, mainly women 
- and c~mongst long-term proj­

ects involving partnership between for­
eign aid agencies, the Somali govern­
ment and the refugees themselves, has 
sprung a new "multiplier" force that is 
important not just because it is self-help 
but because it shows how the real burd­
en of disaster is the long process of rebu­
ilding shattered lives. Only the victim 
can do that, no matter how much help 
comes from outside. 

~ L ,- .., 
(;L;c L~ 
L---~ 

opment groups from Germany, Swiss 
development bodies, UNICEF, and the 
UK children's development organiza­
tion, Action Aid. 

The scheme also gives the lie to much 
current Western public opinion that ref­
ugees sit hopelessly waiting for handouts 
from the generosity of the rich nations 
and their citizens. 

The majority of refugees in Somalia 
are women and children because their 
husbands are either dead, defending 
homesteads or drafted to fight in guerril­
la or government armies. According to 
recent reports refugee women and child­
ren were still arriving in Somalia from 
neighbouring countries at the rate of so­
me 450 a day. Many had trekked on foot 
for weeks, often travelling at night; so­
me had fallen foul of marauding bands 
and there were people with gunshot 
wounds and tale of napalm bums, cattle 
stolen, crops destroyed and homesteads 
burnt down. 

Three hundred and fifty refugee 
women, many of them in their late teens 
have received spet:iar tra.irtingto-g_()i:JacK. 
to their refugee camps in Somaii;·to Turning Milk into Meals 
start a long term, self-help programme 
which could revolutionise the lives of An interesting element in their train­
hundreds of thousands of refugee worn- ing has been how to tum donated foQd, 
en and children. The three month train- su$.!1 as PQWdered milk, into_p~t!!a_l;>l~­
ing programme in the capital, Mogadis- ~~-als wi~E_tra~i~i?_!l_<l.l re_9pes as_a base. 
hu, was completed in October and the This is particularly important for child­
women then began to return to their ren - when people see donations of 
camps. Their determination can be seen powdered milk for relief schemes from 
not least from the fact that some are only their governments or from the EEC's 
14 or 15, most are in their late teens or powdered milk mountains too few think 
early twenties, and some have children. about the end product. 

Handouts or self-help. 

Many will never see husbands or fat-' 
hers again. Facing reality means starting 
a new life because handouts from others 
can only be an interim solution. 

New skills are needed to cope with the 
frightening problems of camp life amidst 
tens of thousands of others. 

These young women will pass on their 
skills to other women at the Day Care 
Centres in some 20 camps. They will tea­
ch them, in their own way, about child 
care.,...nut.d!is?n, hygi~ and sanitation 
and basic food preparation. The vol­
untary agencies have already allocated 
materials for tailoring and clothes mend­
ing- in 17 camps cloth has been distribu­
ted to groups and a number of sewing 
machines are already in use. 

But the work of these women at the 
D· Centres is to tackle problems such 
as isease at the eve! of prevention, 
ra~r thancrr . 0 SwiSS work­
ers areln-rfieprocess of bel:'"innino rnn-

struction work and the government has They represent a significant step away Refugees live in huts that house four b 
· een trying to make some building rna­

from pure relief towards greater self-re- to five people and are usually made of a terial available. A West German church 
liance. The project is a joint one invol- basic stick framework, covered with 

consortium has a phase one plan of buil­
ving the Somali government, the United rush matting or polythene sheeting, so ding 600 units_ simple affairs_ but va-
Nations' High Commissioner for Refu- some of them are working in wattle and rious fin· · 

1 
d 

1 
d 

. . d . . I h h d- , . . ancm an supp y elays could 
gees, mter enommattona c urc ' daub huildinos or usmo emptv shells m- mean that th . t 1 f 

I:' o ; e ac ua programme o star-
tended eventually for other uses. They- ting work on six a day may not begin un-
cannot wait. til the end of the year. 

They have learnt to survive in camp But the momentum is there and most 
"economies" which no one really important of aiL the refugee women are 
understands. Basic food comes through at the heart of the operation. Thev have 
the relief supply network. Occasionally everything to gain and nothing to. lose­
camps are near small town centres and that is a force for success that will be 
some people n·ot only manage to raise a hard to hold back. E 
few scraggy chickens but to_w~lk tot~~ 
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Nova Makedonija, Yugoslavia 

KOH'llEPEHI{HJA 3A A'llPHKAHCKHTE 
6EfAAI{H BO )KEHEBA 

MHRHOHH tie3 TOTHOBHHO 
•• fieT MHAHOHH A~pliKaHIUf KOH m HaJiyiii. 
THJa CBOHTe AOMOBH mHBeaT BO HajreWKH yCAo- / 
BH H lleAOCHa CKYAHOCT. - 3a, DOKpHBaiLe , Ha jjj 
OCHOBHHTe noTpeou ua 6eraAIUITe HeAocmraar 1 

HaA eAHa MifAujapAa AOAapu. - AneA aa nOMow I' 
AO ,COBecTa Ha IIOBeWTBOTO" 

)KeHeaa, 9 anpwt (TilHjyr) 
Bo >KeneBCKaTa D8.1U1Ta Ha HaliHHTe lleHec no 

:~'-'a MeiyHapo)(Ha KOHcjlepeHqnja aa ll))06.lleMHre ~WH;::: 
• fieramln. OBoj roAe:w co6Hp aa Koj Aocera ce npHjBBHja 

: -C~a AeJI~HH, liMB ,ll;lle OCHOBHH JteJIII: 1) mt . DOCJif· 
• a A poro HH...,..pMHpaH.e Ha ClleTOr aa cocrojllara u uor-

pe6j're BB ReT MHJDIOHH A4>pHK8HJtH KOH m BllllyiinHja CBOHTe 
ae~)H ,!' ceo6era >KHBear BO HBjTeWKn ycJioan n JteJJOCHa CKVMOCT 
H ,..,a C pe KOJIKV 1111'0 e MO>I<HO noaeli.e CpeJ:ICTJia 3a a 
MO>KBT BJIB)(HTe HB 'IHH TepHTOpHH ce HBOi'aaT 6eraJn!HTe - a..! 
npe)IHMHo, ce 3eMjH BO paaBOj - Aa ce o03IlHJIMaaaar co pema: 
BaJLero Ha ·OCHOBHHTe npo6Jie!IUI HB lieranqure. Tue BJIBAH M 
COOOiliTHja Ha BHCOKHOT KOMecapujar HB OH 38 6er8JIJtH, )leK~ 
38 DOKPHB3lbeTO Ha OCHOBHHTe ROTpe6H HM He,n:ocnrraaT e,nua 
MHJtHjap)J,a H 3.00 •mJDIOHH ll:Oll8pH 38 CAe)J,HHTe 'leTH.PH RJIH neT 
ro)J,HHn, 3a ,JJ,B RM C03Aa)1ar HB 6eram!HTe ycnoBH 38 KOJJKy-r0•1 • 
KY HopMaJieu }I(JmOT. 

. fio DOBO,JJ, 0888 KOHcjlepeHJtHja, 0prBHH3aqHfara Ha a4>pii• 
K3UCKOTO CIJ,HHCTBO \rrl3TH aneJI ,llO ,.COBecTa Ha qOBeiiiTBOro•• n.a 

"" ce no~mrne ua 6eraJiunre BO A4>pRKa. KaKo wro n3jaan 
DpTecTBBHliKOT HB Taa oprBHH38JtHja finrep Ony, CRTyllltHjam 
ua a4>pnKaHCKHTe 6eraJIUR e MOIDHe reiDKa. HuM MeiyHapo11118• 
Ta aaenHHita nocera 11.\t JJ;aBavJe noMOW

7 
uo ne .llOBoJIHa. 

A<)>pHKBHCKHTe 6era.qqR ,JJ,OCera 6ea OOM8.11KV OOMBr&HH Oll 
l!eraJiuure BO 11pyrHTe K))alllllTa ua caeror. Sera~ Ha liPYTH· 
'l'e KOHTHH~rH ~ocera npHMaa MeiyHapo,r(Ha UOMOm BO HJHOC 

0)1 OKOJIV 50 )10113pR fO)J,HIDHO, ft a4>pHKaHCKHTe C8MO 2% AOJIB• 
PH no qoneK. 

Ha 'leJIO Ha MHory )leAeraqHR tie IIHn:ar MHIIHC'I'I'R IIJIH 
DOMOIDHlfUH MHHliCTpH. Bo ·pa60Tara HB KOH4>epeHqRjara Jie 
Y'feCTBVBB R )leJieraQHja na Jyrocnaauja. 

06e.lUIHeTHTe H81lHH Ke m npeTcTaB\'118 r~uepa.mtlfOT ceK· 

perap KypT BaJra:xajM Koj sqepa n;ona~'Ba uo iKenena. li 

I 
! 

Jyllands-Posten, Denmark 12.4.81 

E!Ygtninge-konferencen: 

lngen hjrelp fra 
arahiske Iande 
Af Anne Mette Skipper, 
Jyllands-Postens 
korrespondent 

Geneve, fredag 
Den internationale hjrelp 

til Afrikas fern millioner 
flygtninge er pa vej. Kun 
halvt igennem den store 
flygtni.ngekonference i Ge­
neve var der fredag morgen 
givet tilsagn om bidrag pa 
over 3,5 milliarder kroner. 
Det beleb svarer til to ars 
hjrelp til flygtninge i 
Kampuchea, og det er halv­
delen af; hvad der er brug 
for i Afrika. 

C ·~1- konferencen hrenger 
sk;. ,en af Israels tilstede­
vrerels~. og de arabiske Ian­
des trussel om udvandring. 
Libyen boykotter konferen­
cen, og der ventes ikke hi­
drag fra OPEC-landene pa 
grund af Israels deltagelse. 

Mysteriet om, hvorfor Is­
rael blev inviteret trods 
modstand fra den afrikanske 
enhedsorganisation OA U, 
blev delvist opklaret af den 
Iibyske udenrigsminister pa 
et pressemede fredag. 

- Invitationen til Israel er 
USAs og de evrige vestlige 

Iandes pris for at deltage i 
denne konference, sagde 
den libyske udenrigsmini­
ster. 

- Deltagerlandene fik in­
vitationer i begyndelsen af 
dette ar, men Israel blev 
forst inviteret i anden runde 
-sa sent som 1. april, forkla­
rede udenrigsministeren. Og 
kun efter meget hardt ame­
rikanske pres pa FNs gene­
ralsekretrer, Kurt Waldheim. 

Fra anden side erfares, at 
de invitationer, der gik ud i 
sidste ejeblik, gik til Iande 
som: Monaco, Luxembourg, 
Honduras, Laos samt Israel. 

Af de tre parter bag konfe­
rencen, OAU, flygtningehej­
kommisreren og FNs gene­
ralsekretrer, skal der fra af­
rikansk side vrere tilkende­
givet, at en invitation til Is­
rael matte vrere Waldheims 
ansvar, og at israelsk tilste­
devrerelse kunne betyde, at 
konferencen slet ikke blev 
til noget. Indtil klokken fire 
morgenen fer· konferencens 
abning torsdag var der sate­
des fare for aflysning. 

Der var ellers habet pa 
store bidrag fra OPEC-lan­
dene. 



Two weeks ago she arrived 
at Bo'a Two. 

On Tuesday morning at 
10.45, she died in a tiny hut. 

Womenfolk gathered round 
to bathe the body, as is the 
Moslem custom., and in the 
withering heat of the after­
noon she was ·buried beside 
seven other children Wlho died 
that day. 

lt was a heart-rending 
scene, and one which would 
inevitably be repeated every 
day of this· year in the 34 
refugee camps dotted around 
Somalia. 

Said Antti Muurdnen, who 
leaves for Helsinki shortly : 
" I go home a sad, man. This 
has been my first job in the 
field-and it's all been. so dis­
appointing. Sometimes I feel 
utterly helpless when I see 
the trust a:nd need in the eyes 

THE United Nations con­
ference specially called 
yesterday to mobilise mas­
sive aid for · starving 
refugees in Africa, started 
with a wrangle. 

Nearly 100 nations sat down 
at the conference table-but 
many of the oil-rich Arabian 
States, including Saudi Arabia, 
were not among them in pro­
test at Israel's participation. 
Anotller notable absentee was 
the Soviet Union. 

The eonference had been 
ealled in response to a plea 
by African countries who told 
U.N. General Secretary Kurt 
Waldheim that although more 
than half the world's refugees 
were in Africa, the continent 
receives only a third of the 
world's total r e f u g e e 
assistanee. 

President Siaka Stevens, 'of · 

Wrangle starts 
aid conference 
that tllere are now five 
million refugees in Africa­
five times more than in 1976 
-and 60 per eent of them are 
women, children and the 
elderly. 

" Let us tackle this Inter­
national problem with all our 
energy," he said. "There is 
no time for bickering w con­
flict, no time for differences.!' 

Britain's representative, Mr 
Neil Marten, Minister of State 
at the Foreign and Common­
wealth Oftice, said that mucla 
of the refUiree nroblem in 

all it can to help alleviate the 
suffering-although one can­
not help noticing that one 
group of countries is not; 
participating." 

He pledged an extra £2·5 
million from Britain on top 
of the £6·1 million already 
promised. In addition, Britain 
will be giving £750,000 to the 
Red Cross relief scheme. · 

The American ambassador 
to the U.N., Mrs Jeane Kirk­
patrick, announced that the 
'IJnited ~ta.t.PIQ urnnlil lua. crivhuJO 



UNDER a blistering sun in the 
arid plains of S<1malia, 84,000 
starving refugees are barely 
surviving at below subsistence 
level in two makeshift "camps." 

They represent only a :fraction o:f 
this African state's estimated two 
million refugees and nomadic tribes­
people.facing disease and death in the 
worst famine Somalia has ever known. 

Camps Bo'a One and Bo'a Two 
pres~!lt a ~rim pi_cture of human misery 

_)!.Jld .sute~rmg wh1ch causes even experi­
~n()eQ:-'"l"J.edical field workers to despair. 
:..:-~~1!l.t.;ungry inhabitants have little 

hope 01 au end to their awful plight. 
They have no clean drinking water. 
And two-thirds of the vital food 

BUpplies destined for the camps are being 
stOien en route. 

PLEDCE 
This week more than 200 refugees­

mostly women and young children'--'Ciied 
there, bringing the total loss of life to 
over 1,200 since the beg!innlng of March. 

Yesterday at a special conference 
called by the United Nations, the United 
States pledged £114 million In aid over 
20 months for Africa's estimated five 
million refugees. Britain pledged an extra 
£2·5 million on top of the £6·1 mUlion 
already promised. We wlll also be giving 
about a fifth of the Common Market's 
pledged total of £15·6 mllion. 

Last year in Britain, according to the 
Pettoodt~ Manufacturers Association, we 
spent £4'{4 million on feeding our pets. 
The average diet ot a refugee anywhere 
in Africa is nutritionally inferior to that 
ot 7f"Ci1rtJr uqg in Brtan. 

Only three doctors are avanable to 
treat 84.000 people at the Bo'a camps, ana 
disease. Is rife-because of the severe 
maln1;1trition affecting practically every 
supplles. 

RESENTFUL 
Finnish Red Cross worker Dr Antti 

Muurdnen, who heads a team of volun­
teer workers, is deeply resentful of the 
theft of foodstu!fs and other vital 
supplies. 

He said: "We need slx 
tons of food each day to 
keep just 13,000 people 
alive. That means over 40 
tons_ a day to . feed the 
lrihabitants of these two 
camps. 

" But only 30 tons or rood 
bas reached us in the past 
two weeks. And in the mean­
time, people are dying ' all 
around us." 

Dr Muurdnen said he needed 
60,000 gallons of water a day 
for the 84,000 refugees under 
his care. 

"We had very long periods 
of drought in the past six 
months-and then the rains 
came early in April. 

"But that gave us two add!· 
tional problems : The roads 
became impassable, and the 
river water is now so polluted 
that it is lethal to drink it. 
And yet that is what these 
people are doing." 

. Otllcially, Somalia has 1·1 

million h u n g r y rerugees, 
=tly from the disputed 
Oi_aden territory which acts 
as a natural buffer zone 
separating Somalia and its 
traditional enemy Ethiopia, 
to the north and west. 

But other estimates show 
that between 500,000 and one 
million more people are fac­
ing starvation here. 

WATER 
• We don't need meney," 

said Dt Muurdnen. " Give us 
wheat, rice, ftour, oats and 
maize. AIJ we have to give 
these people Is corn and oil­
at most, 1,000 calories . a daY 
when the minimum survival 
level is 1,500 a day. 

H And we need some kind 
of drilling device to help us 
find drinking water here." 

These Daily Express pic­
tures tell a disturbing story. 
:Bewildered and frightened 
~ brought their young 

children ftocking around four 
journalists who visited the 
camps this week. 

A Somali doctor, Moham­
med Ibrahim, explained : 
"They think every white man 
is a doctor and can save 
them." 

c amp Manager Ahmed 
Awalli agreed : " When they 
see a white face, they believe 
only he can help them. And, 
sadly, that is perfectly true. 
We ill Somalia are totally 
unable to help. We depend 
solely on the outside world." 

What then, of the rampant 
corruption anct theft which is 
denying food to hundreds of 
thousands a! starving :peqple ? 

An Englishman working at 
a Somali sugar refinery· told 
me rue!ully : " I've seen large 
bags of fiour on sale In -stores 
in the rural areas. They don't 
even bother to disguise where 
it comes from. You can read 
on the back of the package, 

DAILY EXPRESS - 10.4.81 

Suffering 
in the sun 
Left : A child sees a white 
man-and holds out his bowl, 
believing that only he can 
h~. . 
Right : A mother tries to 
comfort her starving 
two-year-old daughter, wlio Is 
suffering from severe 
malnutrition. 

Report from 
Mogadi,shu by 
IAN BLACK 
Pictures by 
BARRY GOMER 

• A gift from the people of the 
United States.' It'll sickening." 

One mornin~ this week, 
eight young children died in 
Bo'a Two alone. 

The story of one young girl 
Is typical : Moryad was three 
years old when the sun rose 
over the scrubland on Tuesday 
morning· Fate had been cruel 
to her from the day of her 
birth ill the Ogaden in 1978. 

BATTLE 
Her family· was uprooted 

several times that year. 
They were caught up In the 

guerrilla war being waged by 
the Western Somali Libera­
tioo Front againSt the Soviet­
backed forces or the Ethiopian 
Army. . 

Last year; her mother was 
killed during a gun battle, and 
llttJe Moryad took to the 
dusty traokll with .her father 
and brother. -· 
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Circa tremila miliardi dell'ltalia 
in favore dei profughi africani 

NOSTRO SERVIZIO PARTICOLARE 
Ginevra, 10 aprile 

La conferenza internazio­
nale per l'assistenza ai pro­
fughi in Africa ha. pra_tica­
mente raggiunto gil obiettl­
vi che si proponeva con 1 
due giorni di dibattito cui 
hanno partecipato delega­
zioni di un'ottantina di Pae­
si rappresentanti dell'orga­
nizzazione per l'unita afri­
cana e dell'Alto Comitato 
delle Nazioni Unite per i ri­
fugiati. Mentre questa. sera 
alcuni interventi contmua­
vano a succedersi prima del­
la chiusura dei due giorni 
di lavoro, gli impegni an: 
nunciati dai vari goverm 
lasciavano ben sperare su 
un ampio superamento di 
quei cinquecento milioni di 
dollari supplementari ne­
cessari per l'azione urgente 
a favore di circa cinque mi­

iioni di proful!:hi del e:<!i'-
nente nero, nei prossimi 18 
mesi. 

Buone sono anche le pro­
~pettive per i programmi ~ 
piu lunga scadenza, quelh 
dei prossimi 4-5 anni, che 
comportano oneri finanziari 
di circa un miliardo e 200 
milioni di dollari. 

Tutti gli interventi alla 
con!erenza - presiednta dal 
!'egretario generale dell'ONU 
Kurt Waldheim - sono sta­
ti imperniati sui tragico _ 
problema delle popolazioni 
africane costrette ad abban­
donare le loro terre a causa 
di conflitti e di movimenti 
di guerriglia. Si e detto che 
rer ogni due profughi nel 
mondo, uno e africano, un 
abitante per ogni 80 del 
continente e profugo. Qua­
si ovunQ.ue, le condizioni di 
questa massa di fuggiaschi 
sono disperate. Sfugg"iti agli 
eventi bellici, sono finiti in 
Paesi che sono tra i pii.! po­
''eri del monclo. Si sono «g­
gregati a popolazioni che 
gia soffrono e muoiono per 
conto loro per Ia fame, per 
Ia sicci ta, per una mise ria 
congenita. 

In molti discorsi ci si e 
rammaricati per l'assenza 
dell'Unione Sovietica e dei 
Paesi dell'Est da questa 
conferenza. Lo ha ricordato 
l'ambasciatrice statunitense 
Jeanne ·· Kirpatrick, doi>o 
&ver annunciato che il suo 
Paese prevede·.uno .'sta~ia­
mento di 285 miliardi di 
dollari negli anni 1981 e 
1982 per i profughi d'Africa, 
La rappresentante perrna­
nente degli Stati Uniti pres­
so l'ONU ha anche criticato 
l'astensione dei Paesi socia­
list! dal contribuire allo 
sforzo finanziario interna­
zionale per i pro!ughi. 

A-.-.t-.- ...:1 ... ---~- ..:•-1!--- --" 

mento in proposito: il sot~ 
tosegrelario italiano agll 
Esteri Costantino Belluscw, 
nel suo odil':!rno intervento: 
ha criticato il fatto che, d~ 
fronte ad un problema d1 
tale gravita e dimenswm, 
«non tutti i componenti del­
la tamiolia dell'ONU siano 
rappresentati al!a . conte­
renza. Tutii gli :Statz - ha 
ao·oiunto - hanna il dovere 
di."'partecipare all'azione. im­
posta dag/i avvemmentz. La 
responsabilita non deve es­
sere attribuita solo aglx Sta­
ti tradizionalmente dona-
tori». . 

Tralasciando le dichrara­
zioni purtroppo di pramma­
tica in interventi che segna­
no tall tristi occasioni, ad 
illustrare l'impegno italiano 
nell'opera di assistenza del_-

le organizzazioni umanita~ie 
bastano que&ti dati formtl 
cia! sottosegretario Bellu­
>ccio alla conclusione del suo 
discorso: i contributi del­
l'Italia a favore dei profu­
ghi d'Atri:::a nell' '81 saran­
no di 15 milioni di dollari 
sotto forma di aiuti alimen­
tari, sanitari e per l'agricol­
tu:·a, cui si aggiungono due 
milioni di dollari versati dr­
rettamente all'Alto Comita­
to e 11,2 milioni che costi­
ruiscono la parte di circa 
iJ 12 per cento dell'Italia 
nell'aiuto fornito dalla Co­
munita economica europea. 
Il tutto pari a circa- 3.000 
miliardi eli lire italiane. 

Belluscio ha anche ricor­
dato <'he quest'anno l'Italia 
contribuisce complessiva­
mente con 1200 miliardi di 
lire agli aiuti ai Paesi in via 
di svih;ppo di tutto il mon: 
do,· cui si lJlgiungono altn 
200 miliardi di lire che rap­
presentano il residua del 
1980. Nonostante i tagli nlla 
&pesa pubblica imposti dal­
la difficile congiuntura eco­
nomica del momenta - ha 
~ottolir,eato - non e st2.ta 
apportrtta alcuna riduz~on_~ 

ao-Ji aiuti italiani ai Paes1 Plll 
poveri. E 5i cerca di avviare 
la maggior parte di questa 
11ssistenza proprio verso 1 
Paesi afric<~ni. 

l\IARI:\'0 :\11\GLIO 
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Somali fi'ash 
floods 
put 10,000 
at risk 

Mogadishu, April 20.-At 
least 10,000 people will die m 
the next few days in central 
Somalia, which has been hit by 
the worst floods in years, unless 
a big rescue operation is laun­
ched immediatelf, Red Cross 
officials said tod y. 

The flash flo ds in Hiran 
pro-rince, which have followed 
months of severe drought, 
threaten 'the lives of 40 000 
Somalis and more than 3o;ooo 
refugees from the Ethiopian­
administered Ogaden, the offi­
cials said. 

"The situation cannot be 
more serious. Even if we can 
take some people out. There 
will be at least 10,000 deaths 
in the next few days unless 
massive emergency relief 
efforts are launched iinmedi­
ately,'' Dr Andre Gosslin, of the 
Canadian Red· Cross, said. 

Dr Goss!in, who- had just 
returned to Mogadishu from the 
stricken area, said the floods 
began six days ago and had 
already caused a disaster. 

Four refugee camps had been 
cut off and the worst hit, 
Cocaney Camp 11 miles from 
the district capital of Belet Uen, 
three-quarters o fthe camp was 
under water up to 6ft deep. 

Dr Gosslin said 10,000 refu­
gees in Cocaney and nearby 
flooded camps could onlytescape 
by wading for several miles 

The authorities in Belet Uen 
had ordered a partial evacua­
tion Of its 40,000 population dS 
waters from the swollen Shibeli 
river thrE-atened to wash away 
the · last bridge · 

Aid officials said only two 
boats were available in the area · 
and a senior official of the 
United Nations High Commis· 
siim for Refugees, Mr Tom 
Barnes, said his organization 
was· investigating the possibility 
of .carrying boats il)to the area 
to evacuate camps.-Reuter. 



Afrikas flygtninge: 

2 5 milli-, 
arder kom 
i kassen 
Vurderinl( af konference 
Af 
Jesper S~e 

Ikke under 2,5 milliarder 
kr. i ny, ekstra hjrelp til 
Afrikas fern millioner 
flygtninge i Ar og nreste 
Ar. . 

Det er det reelle resul­
tat af en to dage lang kon­
ference i Geneve i 
Schweiz om det store 
kontinents voksendeflygt­
ningeproblemer. 

En af UNHCRs dansJ<.e 
topmedarbejdere, Sl:lren les­
sen-Petersen, siger mandag 
til KD, at en fl:lrste gennem­
gang af de 3,7 milliarder kr. 
som reprresentanter for 97 
Iande gav pfl konferencen, 

procent af disse penge er 
»nye«. Dvs. beljllb, som re­
geringerne giver udover be­
lfllb, der var bevilget ffllr kon­
ferencen. 

- Tallet ligger nrermere de 
75 end 60 procent, og det er 
et tint resultat, mener den 
36-ilrige Sjllren lessen-Peter­
sen, i UNHCR siden 1972. 

Srettes beljllbet til rundt 
regnet 66 procent af de 3,7 
milliarder kr. nils tallet 2,5 
milliarder. · 

Det vakte opsigt, at ikke 
mindre end 451 mill. dollars 
(tre milliarder kr.) ud af to­
talbell:lbet pil 560 mill. dol­
lars (3,7 milliarder kr.) ikke 
er l:lremrerket til srerlige for­
miil eller organisationer. 
F.eks. ftk UNHCR og Det 
internationale Rl:lde Kors til­
sammen kun 66 mill. dollars 
(342 mill. kr.) direkte i ud-

En h0jtstilende kilde i 
UNHCR, siger dog, at .»til 
syvende og sidst kommer 
mange flere af pengene vo­
res vej<<.- Der er en del tak­
tik i disse ting, mange giver­
lande ville ikke vise deres 
kort ilbent pil konferencen, 
ikke fornrerme nogle Iande 
ved f.eks. at 0remrerke store 
bell:lb direkte til projekter i 
f.eks. Somalia i stedet for 
Etiopien, siger kilden. 

Somalia og Etiopien stflr i 
strerkt modsretningsforhold. 
Somalia har _ modtaget over 
I ,5 mill. flygtninge fra Etio-
pien. -

Konferencen om Afrikas 
flygtninge skulle rette op den 
kendsgerning, at selv om 25 
Iande i det store kontinent 
tilsammen har ca. halvdelen 
af verdens flygtninge, har de 
fiiet langt mindre af verdens 
samlede flygtningehjrelp end 
andre grupper. UNHCR er 
et godt eksempel. Poul Hart­
lings organisation brugte i 
1979 og 1980 henholdsvis 
27,9 og 35,6 procent af sine 
midler pil Afrika. 

Det var Indokinas bMf-
lygtninge og hungerkatastro~ 
fen i Kampuchea, som 1 

fl:lrste rrekke optog sindene. 
I juli 1979 indbragte en 
FN-konference i Geneve 190 
mill. dollars (1,36 milliarder 
kr.) til bMflygtningene, og i 
juni sidste ilr fik Kam.puch_ea 
116,2 mill. dollars (778 mill. 
kr.) pil endnuet FN-m~d~. 

De' tilsammen 3,7 milhar­
der kr. som Afrikas · flygt­
ninge fik tilsagn om ide for­
ll:lbne dage i Geneve svarer 
til totalbell:lbet, som Kam­
pucbea har fflet over to ilr. 

Forde ling 
Tilbage stilr nu hvem der 
Skal. have pengene. Altsil 
hYilke Iande i Afrika. 

lngen. betvivler at situati­
onen i Somalia er alvorlig. 
Men her arbejder i forvejen 
over 30 frivillige organisati­
oner og pengene vrelter ind. 
Lande som Uganda, Tanza­
nia og Zaire har hundredtu­
sinder af flygtninge eller for­
drevne, som nu ofte er prak­
tisk taget integreret i befolk­
ningen. 

Disse stater krrever deres 
del af kagen. Men mange af 
dem er m0dt frem med krav, 
der forekommer urealistiske. 
,Ghana f.eks. m0dte med en 
!llnskeliste pfl fem mill. kr. til 
at integrere 200 politiske 
flygtninge fra Sydafrika. 

Kernen er, at de afrikan­
ske staters l:lnsker om penge 
til langsigtet flygtningehjrelp 
ofte bevreger sig pil grrensen 
til egentlig u-landshjrelp. 
Hvor grrensen gflr er endnu 
helt uafklaret i FN-a.Ppara­
tet. UNHCR har vreret ud­
sat for kritik - .fra -andre 

FN-organer, som f!<ller, at 
organisationen gilr ud over sit 
mandat og bevreger sig ind i . 
egentlig u-landsopbygning. 

Hertil siger Sl:lren les­
sen-Petersen: - Det stAr i 
UNHCRs ·stat utter at vi skal 
sjllge varige ll:lsninger pil 
flygtningeproblemet. Vi er 
n0dt til at ·gil ud over selve 
nl:ldhjrelpsfasen, hvis vi va­
rigt skal hjrelpe disse menne­
sker, det er ikke nok at 
sende trepper og mad, de 
skal igang med en ny tilvre-

. relse, kunne klare sig selv. 
Men grrensen n'lellem projek­
ter, der- gl:lr flygtninge selv­
hjulpne og egentlig u-lands­
hjrelp er flydende. Det mil vi 
!eve med. 

Om· Hartling 
EFs konimissrer for samar­
bejde med Den tredje Ver­
den, Claude Cheysson vii 
selv bestemme hvor og til 
hvem EF skal give .. s!ne pen-
ge. Det behjllver IkKe njlld­
vendigvis vrere til UNCHR 
antydede han pil konferen­
cen. 

- leg vii give penge, hvor 
· jeg finder det njlldvendigt. 
fir. Hartling er ingen kate­
dral, ljlld hans lidt sure be­
mrerkning. 

Kris-t,')1~.c+ DaGl:J 3.'.1, 
·:i0~YTIO Y'~ 1 -'t. ~ • OJ 
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$285 Million to He~p African Refugees. 
Pledged by U.S. Over the Next 2 Years 

By lain Guest 
International Herald Tribune 

GENEVA - The United States 
announced on Thursday a pledge 
of $285 million for African refugee 
programs, to be spent this year and 
in 1982. The pledge was made on 
the the opening of a two-day meet­
ing jointly sponsored by the Unit­
ed Nations, the office of the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
and the Organization of African 
Unity. 

The OAU has long argued that 
Africa's 5 million refugees, almost 
half the wodd total, have received 
less than they should compared to 
others. The goal at the Geneva 
meeting is $1.15 billion. 

Washington's pledge, considera­
bly more than had been expected, 
was described by Jeane Kirkpa­
trick, who heads the American del­
egation, as "an expression of our 
desire to help, but also as a convic­
tion that something can be done." 

She added: "We deeply feel the 
suffering of Africa's millions of 
refugees forced by political, eco­
nomic and natural catastrophes to 
leave their homes in search of safe­
tv and even survival." 

Rep. Howard Wolpe, I)emocrat 
of Michigan, who is a delegate, 
said the pledge would meet no ob­
stacles in the Congress. "There are 
few issues that command such bi­
partisan support," he said. 

Boycott by Arabs 

The opening of the conference 
was delayed by a boycott by Arab 
delegations, in protest of the invi-

tation of Israel. The Arabs ended 
their boycott after a statement by 
Orner Birido of Sudan, who de­
plored "as a matter or principle" 
the invitation to Israel. 

Among the 94 delegations, the 
only East European delegation 
present is Yugoslavia. 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick said at a news 
conference that the American 
pledge would be broken down be­
tween the African programs of the 
UN High Commissioner and the 
Red Cross ($126.5 million), food 
aid ($80.7 million), still unspeci­
fied settlement programs foi"'refu­
gees in Africa ($65 million),and 
resettlement of African refugees in 
the United States ($11.2 million). 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick said 3,800 ref­
ugees would be resettled in the 
United Statess this year and 4,500 
next year - "if they want to 
come." Most are Ethiopians, who 
have sought asylum in the Sudan 
and Djibouti, and they are being 
received in the United States un­
der the existing refugee program. 

Two Main Beneficiaries 
But the public ackrtowledge­

ment of this at the conference 
caused comment among some Af­
rican delegates, who are not eager 
to encourage outside resettlement 
as a solution for Africa. 

The most immediate beneficiar­
ies of the U.S. announcement 
would seem to be the UN High 
Commissioner's office and the In­
ternational Committee of the Red 
Cross, both of which are both 
struggling to meet their budget tar­
gets for Africa this year. 

The High Commissiner's office, 
which has raised only $53 millions 
of its $168 goal for this year, is ex­
pected to receive about $110 mil­
lion in the next two years, with no 
conditions attached. The Red 
Cross is short by on its 1981 budg­
et by 38 million Swiss francs 
(about $19 million). 

Several Arab states, notably 
Saudi Arabia, did not respond to 
invitations to participate at the 
conference, and the contributions 
of members of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
toward the UN High Commission­
er's budget are small compared to 
those of Western donors. This year 
Saudi Arabia~ is giving only 
$10,000 in unspecified contribu­
tions, and $1 million for Somalia, 
through the UN agency. 

EEC Sets Aid 

BRUSSELS (AP) - The Com­
mission of the European Economic 
Community said it would send 
$15.6 million in emergency aid for 
refugees and displaced persons in 
Somalia, Zaire, Sudan, Nigeria and 
Uganda. The money would be 
channeled through humanitarian 
organizations or to the govern­
ments of the adoptive countries 
themselves, the commission said. 

Most of the aid -$12 million­
will go to Somalia, where the num­
ber of refugees is estimated to re 
as high as 1.5 million, including 
900,000 ~eople who have fled from 
Uganda. 

Conference internationale a Geneve sur le drame africain 

Appel a l'aide pour 
cinq millions de refugies 

Combat 
Socialiste 10.4.81 

POUR secourir les 
cinq millions de 
refugies que compte 

aujourd'hui le continent 
africain, une conference 
!;nternationale se tient 
jusqu'au 10 avril a 
Geneve. 

1,3 milliard de dollars a 
repartir sur cinq ans. 

Le travail accompli par 
le Haul commissariat, don! 
le siege est a Geneve, est 
d'une ;mportance vitale. 
On se souvient des efforts 
accomplis en faveur des 
«boat-people • en Asie du 
Sud-Est. 

elle seule, Ia 
desertique 
1,5 million de 
venus d'Ethiopie. 

Somalia 
abrite 

refugies 

provoque l'exode de mil­
hers de fa~lles, devrait, 
d'abord, mettre fin a sa 
politique agressive. 

Reunie a !'initiative du 
Haul commissariat des 
refugies de l'ONU et de 
!'Organisation de !'unite 
africaine (OUA), la confe­
rence de Geneve tentera 
de rassembler 550 millions 
de dollars, soil 
2,7 milliards de francs 
fran9ais approximative­
men!, pour une aide 
d'urgence. Mais il lui fau­
dra trouver aupres des 
pays donateurs habituels 

·ulle contribution totale de 

Le cas de I' Afrique est 
dramatique. Actuellement 
un refugie sur deux dans le 
monde est africain. Au 
nombre de 750 000, voila 
une dizaine d'annees, ies 
Africains contraints de 
quitter leur terre natale ont 
considerablement aug­
mente en nombre, notam­
ment dans Ia Corne de 
l' Afrique (Ethiopia et 
Somalia) et dans les pays 
limitrophes du Tchad. A 

Resultats inegaux 
A Ia difference des Viet­

namiens, Cambodgiens et 
Laotians, les Africains ne 
cherchent pas a quitter 
leur continent. Plusieurs 
missions du Haul commis­
sariat ont parcouru le 
monde pour attirer !'atten­
tion des gouvemements et 
de !'opinion sur ce grave 
problema. Malheureuse­
inent, les resultats ont eta· 
Ires inegaux. II est evident 
qu'un pays comme I' Afri­
que du Sud qui, par ses 
incursions militaires en 
Angola et les exactions de 
son armee en Namibia, 

Mais, devant une telle 
situation, il s' agit avant tout 
de parer au plus urgent. La 
conference de Geneva, a 
laquelle ont ete . invites 
131 gouvernements, doit 
faire un effort supplemen­
taire en faveur des refu­
gies. Les taches d' assis­
tance a I' Afrique son! de 
multiple nature. Elles von! 
du rapatriement des refu­
gies aux projets d'assis­
tance alimentaire, d'auto­
suffisance et d'infrastruc­
ture. II faut agir vile pour 
sauver des millions d'hom­
mes, femmes et enfanfs, 
victimes de Ia guerre et de 
Ia repression. 



AMB.L\SSADEUR AMERICA!N A GENEVE 

(( Les Etats-Unis, La suisse - 10.4.s1 

une nation de refugies )] 
GENEVE - c< Notre histoire nous fait ressentir les souf­

frances des retugies )), constatait hier au Palais des Nations, 
en marge de Ia Conference sur les refugies en Afrique, 
Mme Jane J. Kirkpatrick. 

Ambassadeur americain aux Nations Unies, Mme Kirkpa­
trick rempla~ait a Geneve le vice-president George Bush, 
empeche de participer a cette rencontre importante par Ia 
recente tentative d'assassinat perpetree contre le president 
Reagan. 

PAR ANTOINE GESSLER 

que sur d'eventuelles conditions J)our 
la distribution de l'aide financiere des 
Etats-Unis en Afrique, Mme Jane 
Kirkpatrick ~onclut £mergiquement: 
c Le president Reagan est en train de 
reviser la politique americaine en 
Afrique. J'ai eu des contacts avec les 
Sud-Africains. Au total, j'ai rencontre 
quelque vingt nations, ecoutant leurs 
representants pour trouver des solu­
tions acceptables par toutes les par-

La deU~guee americaine confirma 
que son pays se montrait particuliere­
ment sensibilise aux questions tau­
chant les refugies. • Nous sommes 
une nation de refugies », devait-elle 
s'exclamer. • Non seulement ala suite 
des persecutions du XVIIIe siecle, 
mais encore aujourd'hui, des exiles 
trouvent refuge aux Etats-Unis. Nos 
preoccupations se retrouvent dans no­
tre budget. » 

ner son avis sur la non-participation 
des pays de l'Est. • Oui, je m'avoue 
tres surprise par !'absence des gou­
vernements de l'Est. Je trouve regret­
table que ces Etats ne manifestent 
pas davantage leur volonte d'assister 
a des rencontres sur des problemes 
aussi graves que ceux des refugies. La 
vie de millions de personnes en de­
pend ... » 

ties. 

Mme Kirkpatrick, a l'appui de ses 
propos, annonc;a que !'administration 
republicaine ccncretiserait sa salida­
rite avec les refugies africains par 
l'octroi d'un credit de 285 millions de 
dollars. Le president Jui-merne recom­
mandeta au Congres d'accepter le de­
blocage de ce montant. 

« Les Etats· Unis assument le tiers 
du budget du Haut Commissariat 
pour les rf:fugies •, devait rappeler 
Mme Kirkpatrick, qui ajouta: « L'aide 
fournie permettra de secourir des 
Africains dans les pays d'accueil 
merne. J\1ais aussi d'heberger en Ame­
rique 3800 d'entre eux en 1981 et 4500 
en 1982. • · 

Insistant sur le caractere humani­
taire des debats- qui se derouleront 
encore aujourd'hui a Geneve - l'am­
bassadeur americain fut prie de don-

Interpellee sur les liens entre 
Washington et !'Afrique du Sud ainsi 

,. En ce qui concerne les 285 mil­
lions de dollars prevus pour l'Afrique, 
en 1981 et 1982, nous essayerons d'ob­
tenir que les fonds prevus soient utili­
ses pour les refugies qui ont besoin 
d'aide. Nous ne posons aucune condi· 
tion politique.,. • 

CONFERENCE SURLES REFUGIES AFRICAINS 

Frictions a Geneve 
GENEVE (Reuter) - L'ouverture de Ia Conference de 

Geneve sur les refugies a ete retardee hier matin par une 
polemique sur I' eventuelle participation d'lsrael. 
e Lire aussi en page 3 !'article d'Antome Gessler. 

Plusieurs delegations arabes ont 
boycott€ les ceremonies d'ouverture. 
Les sieges reserves aux delegations 
d'Algerie, d'Arabie Saoudite, de Bah­
rein, d'Irak et du Kowelt sont restes 
~ides tandis que M. Siaka Stevens, 
president du Sierra Leone et de L'Or­
ganisation de !'unite africaine (OUA), 
lam:-.ait un appcl pour quE' cessent les 
querelles. 

M. Stevens, seul chef d'Etat partici­
nant a Ia confi•renee. a declare oue 

celle-ci constituait un SOS lance par 
cinq millions d'Africains vivant mise­
rablement dans des camps de refu­
gies situes dans des pays parfois trop 
paunes pour nourrir leurs propres 
ressortissants. 

Appel de Liv Ullmann 
de ne suis pas ici en tant qu'ac­

trice, mais en tant que femme, qui 
veut temoigner d'une expenence bou­
leversante », a declare l'actrice norve-

gienne Liv Ullmann, qui a lance hier 
un appel pathetique a toutes les na­
tions pour qu'elles viennent en aide 
aux refugies en Afrique. Lars d'une 
conference de presse donnee au Pa­
lais des Nations dans le cadre de cette 
conference, l'actrice qui rentre d'une 
visite des camps de refugies de Soma­
lie et de Djibouti, a exprime son bou­
leversement devant la misere qui y 
regne. • Pendant que je vous parle, 
des enfants meurent de faim, des 
vieillards, des hommes, des femmes, 
gisent a terre dans le denuement le 
plus complet; les enfants ne sont pas 
des statistiques: 35000 meurent cha­
que jour, au milieu de notre indiffe­
rence. • 
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LA CONFERENCE DE GENEVE 

560 millions de dollars seront affecfes 
a I' assistance aux cinq millions de refugies 

De notr~ envoye .special 
Geneve. - · Jusqu'a la demiere 

minute, un climat d'incertitude 
aura l)ese sur !'issue de la confe­
rence intemationale sur l'assls­
tance aux refugies en Afrique. 
Les travaux ne se sont a.cheves 
que dans Ia nuit de vendredi a 
samedi 11 avril. En effet, au der­
nier moment, de serieuses dher­
gences de vues S<>nt apparues au 
sujet du libelle de Ia declaration 
de M. Birido, president du groupe 
africain, et celui des eo'nclusions 
du president de la conference, 
M. Kurt Waldheim. Il a ete dif­
ficlle de. parvenir a un accord 
par suite de l'ampleur du deca­
lage existant entre la position 
des beneticiaires et celle des do­
nateurs. Les premiers auratent 
voulu la creation d'un fonds 
specialement affecte aux refu­
gies, 8.!ors que les seconds ne 
souhaitent pas la mise en place 
de. nouvelles structures, a la fols 
lourlies et onereuses. Les pre~ 
miers auraient souhaite. pour 
leur part, obtenir un bla.nc­
seing pour utlliser a leur conve­
nance celle des sommes qui ont 
ete promises mals non affectees 
a des operations prec!ses, tandis 
que les seconds entendent bien 
conserver un droit de regard sur 
l'utilisation de leurs dons. Les 
premiers auraient voulu que fi\t 
arretee la date d'une prochaine 
conference analogue a celle qui 
vient de s'achever. alors que les 
seconds repugnent a tout ce qui 
pourrait ressembler a une tenta­
tive d'institutionnalisatlon de 
telles rencontres. . 

En fin de compte, 11 ressort de 
Ia. declaa'ation du president du 
groupe africain et de celle iilscrite 
au resume des conclusions de 1a 
conference que les donateurs 
conservent Ia maitrise de !'affec­
tation de leurs dons. Les Etats­
Unifi et Ia Fmnce ont, semble-t-il, 
mene le jeu en coulisse, amenant, 
par une serie de discussions en 
apartes, les 'de!l~gues afrtcains les 
plus lntrans!geants a revoir pro­
gressivement leurs positions. 

« ce qu'i est important, c'est la 
suite qui sera cronnee a la ren­
contre de Geneve. ll jaut en e/let 
avoir la sagesse de fixer un. ca­
lendrier et de s'asstgner des 
objecti/s precis, stnon cette conte-, 
renee n'aura ete qu'une simpr,e 
loire aux illusions », nous a dit 
M. Boutros-Ghali, ministre d'E!tat 
egyptien charge des affalres 
etrangeres. Ce point de vue est, 
de toute evidence, partege pa;r 
de nombreuses deli~ga.tions afri­
caines, voire ' meme -par -la ma­
jorite d'entre elles. Dans cette 
mesure, Uii sentiment d'insatis­
faction prevaut chez beaucoup de 
participants. Pourtant, les resul­
tats immedlats des asslses sont 
loin d'etre negllgeables. 

« Nous avons obtenu un apport 
de plus d'un demt-milliard de 
dollars d'argent frais pour venir 
en aide aux r e 1 u g i e s 11, nous 
disait, des vendredl matln, un 
des proches colla.borateurs du 
se.cretaire general de l'O.U.A. Et, 
de fait, c'est en fin de matinee, 
vendredi, Ia promesse de 560 mil­
lions de dollars qui avait ete 
expressement faite par Jes diverses 
de!E~gations : 451 900 000 dollars 
s a n s a ff e c t a t i o n precise, 
66 900 000 dollars pour l'ONU, 
le H.C.R. et le C.I.C.R., 41 millions 
100 000 dollars au titre de l'aide 
bilaterale. Les Etats-Unis se trou­
vent en tete des pays donateurs, 
avec 285 millions de do!Ja.rs, suivis 
par Ia Commune.ute economique 
europeenne <68 milUons de dol­
lars), Ia Republique federale 
d'Allemagne (34,5 millions), le 
J a p on <33 millions), !'Arabie 
Saoudite (30 millions). La Chine, 
en revanche, n'a offert qu'lm 
million de d o II a r s. Soit une 
somme identique a celle promise 
par l'Espagne et par J'Egypte. 
Quant aux pays afrlcains parti­
culierement depourvus de res­
sources financieres pour Ia. plu­
part, ils n'ont souvent pu appor­
ter qu'une contribution pure-

ment -symbOllc,.ue, comme ce IU'L 
Je cas pour Ia T a n z a n 1 e 
(12 500 dollars). Mats la Federa­
tion du Nigeria, Je plus gene,­
·reux des don ate u r s afrlcains,­
s'est engagee a verser 3 mill1ons 
da..>dollars. _ 
·~ • Deja conscients pour leur part 
"de Ia necessite de s'attaquer aux 
causes profondes du mal, les 
organisateurs ont convaincu a 
leur tour Ia plupart des delegues 
du caractere imperatif et urgent 
de cette tache. Dans leur inter­
vention, M. Zang Canming, vice­
ministre des affaires etrangeres 
de Chine, et M. Kazno Aichi, vice­
ministre des affaires etrangeres 
du Japon, ont longuement in­
siste sur cet aspect des choses. 
Ceux des pays les plus pauvres 
qUi, non seulement n'ont pas pu 
apporter leur contribution per­
sonnelle, mais ont dli· solliciter 
\me aide accrue, ont egalement 
developpe: ees memes t he m ~ s. 

PHILIPPE DEC:RAENE. 

UNITA, Rome - 11.4.81 

E' profugo 
un africano 
su ottanta 

Disc:ussa dalle Nazioni Unite a Ginevra 
l'assistenza a cinque milioni di persone 

~IN.E_YRA - In Afrira i profughi sono cinque milioni. 'JJ ch" 
Slgmflca che Ull abitante 8U o!lanta deJ ront,jnente nero, iJ pin 
povero del mondo, d,·e in randizioni precarie, a\ en do abhan­
donato Ia propria zona di origine per cause diverse, dalle 
guerre aile carestie. 

Di qiwoto dramma sociale ,; e occupata Ia Conferenza 
intemazion8le deli"O~U cuncJu,asi \elJerdi sera a GineHa 
d~po due g.iumi di Ja,ot·o e eonlo<'ala sopra!!utto per r»cco­
g!~ere nl.tet:wri eontrihuti finanziari, da aggiungersi a quelli 
g1a stanzta!J dalle on>:anizzazioni umanitarie. Va detto a ouPMo 
pmpo;ito che l'Aito tommis,ariato deii"ONU pet· i rifugi;,-; 

, prevede che per i pmssimi quattro o cinque anni i programmi 
di a"istenza ai profughi afrirani co•tera.nno c·irca un miliardo 
" due~enlo milio11i di dollari. Scopo dell'incontro era qucllo 
di o!!enet·e stanziamenti straordinari pt'l" i prossimi diciotto 
mesi di oltre cinqurcento m ilioni di dollari. Ubbiettivo rhe e 
stato raggunto. lJ ehe co;tituisce un Fatto di noten>le rilieYo. 
anrhe se Ia quP<tione 'e ;tala affrontata e~senzialmente dal 
punto rli vista delle conse~uenze, Sl'tlZa andare all'ori;!ine di 
un problema t•atastrofico cht'. i111estendo un intero coniinente, 
OH>Slra di avere cau'e slt·ul!umli. 

La confe·ren7a, inoltre. ha mostrato Ia dh·ersita di approecio 
alia questione che c'e nel mondo. A~senti i paesi del Comocon 
("?e respingonn l'idea di interventi come. quc~ti, con l'ecce­
?:Jone di Cuba (presidente di turno dei non allineati) e de-l 
Vietnam rht' ha rapporti di hnona rooperazione ron l' Alto 
f'Oinnd,.;;.-.ari::~Jn n.p._r i rifn1rigti Pa ... ,... .. .olin nl ....... ~: .... u ...... .l ... I'T•-1!-



LE FIGARO 

Afrique : debuts difficiles 
de Ia conference sur les refugies 

Les Etats-Unis en tleche 
GENEVE:: 
Laurent MOSSU 

La conference internationale 
sur !'assistance aux refugies en 
Afrique, convoquee conjointe­
ment par les Nations unies et 
!'organisation de !'Unite africaine, 
s'est fixe trois objectifs. Alerter 
!'opinion publique sur Ia tragedie 
que vivent cinq millions de per­
sonnes deracinees dans !'ensem­
ble du continent africain ; reunir 
des fonds en quantile suffisante 
pour assurer leur survie et enfin,­
apporter aux pays d'accueil one· 
aide compensatrice aux efforts 
entrepris. Dans le meme temps, i1 
s'agissait pour les pays occiden­
taux - les Etats communistes 
pourtant invites ont refuse de 
participer aux debats et, partant, 
de partager le fardeau - de s'en­
gager politiquement et morale­
men! a l'egard du continent noir. 

Les premieres estimations ef­
.fectuees par I' Afrique situaient a 
un milliard trois cents millions de 
dollars le montant necessaire 
pour faire face a Ia situation au 
cours des prochaines quatre a 
crnq annees. De son c6te, le haut 
commissariat des Nations unies 
pour les refugies a evalue a cinq 
cents millions de dollars le mon­
tant des besoins prioritaires pour 
les dix-huit mois a venir. 

C'est Ia troisieme reunion du 
genre apres celles convoquees 
pour secourir les naufrages de Ia 
mer, les • boat people •, puis le 
Camdbodge. A Ia surprise de 
tous, le secretaire general des 
Nations unies a exige de presider 
Ia conference de Geneve alors 
que le chef d'Etat de Sierra 
Leone, president en exercice de 
l'?rganisation de !'Unite africaine, 
davait remplir cette fonction. 11 
etait a Geneve pour cela. M. Kurt 
Waldheim a juge utile, pour pr9-
paier sa reelection au secretariat 
general de I'O.N.U., de s'imposer. 

En depit des buts strictement 
humanitaires, Ia reunion a failli 
capoter des les premiers instants. 
La presence d'une delegation is­
raelienne a en effet ete jugee 
inacceptable par les pays arabes 
qui ont refuse de sieger. Leur vi­
goureuse reaction a ete d'autant 
plus inquietante qu'elle provenait 
de collaborateurs potentials im­
portants, les Etats producteurs 
de petrole devant etre, dans le 

schema international, parmi les 
plus gros pourvoyeurs de fonds. 
Tout au long de Ia premiere jour­
nee, des tractations et discus­
sions de couloirs n'ont pas 
permis de soulever cette hypo­
theque. 

Pourtant, Ia vedette de cette 
journee a incontestablement ete 
Mme Jeane Kirkpatrick. Alors que 
Ia nouvelle administration ameri­
caine avail jusqu'ici manifeste 
massablement de reticence a 
l'egard des institutions internatio­
nal_es et de certains pays afri­
cains, !'engagement pris a Ge­
neve est des plus significatifs. 

D'abord, sur le plan financier, 
les Etats-Unis ont annonce une 
contribution de deux cent quatre­
v.ingt-cinq millions de dollars 
pour 1981 et 1982. II s'agit de 
!'ensemble de l'aide qui sera ap­
portee au continent africain. En 
second lieu, l'ambassadeur des 
U.S.A. aupres de I'O.N.U. a jete 
les bases de Ia nouvelle politique 
america!ne vis-a-vis de !'Afrique. 
II s'agissait aujourd'hui du seul 
aspect humanitaire. Aucun pays, 
quelle que soit son -orientation 
politique, ne sera ecarte. La se­
lectivite n'aura pas cours en ma­
tiere de solidarite. 

L'effort 
de Ia France 

d'urgence aux rerugies se sont 
elevees a trente millions de 
francs franc;ais. De m6me, par le 
canal du fond d'aide de coopera­
tion, des credits ont ete accordes 
pour un montant de neuf cent 
trente millions de francs. 

A cet appui strictement finan­
cier, s'ajoute une aide alimentaire 
pour fourniture de cereales dont 
Ia valeur a attetnt quarante-slx 
millions de francs franc;ais en 
1980. Cette annee, !'effort sera 
poursuivi, a dit le ministre, a un 

· niveau sensiblement identique. A 
titre exceptionnel, Ia France a d8-
cide - cette fois-ci, il s'agit de 
multilateral - ~·accroitre sa parti­
cipation au H.G.R. d'une somme 
de clnq millions de francs, sp8-
ciatement destines:a !'Afrique. 

II est bien evident que l'aide 
aux refugies en Afrique prend 
souvent Ia forme d'une aide au 
developpement. II ne s'agit pas 
seulement de subvenir aux · be­
soins alimenta.ires des refugies 
mais de construire des . &coles, 
des voies d~ communication, des 
routes, des dispensaires. On est 
quelquefois confronte au fait que 
ces programmes, dans certaines 
regions, donnent aux refugies en 
question un niveau de vie supe­
rieur a. celui des populations au­
tochtones. · 

C'est un paradoxa que ne 
peuvent accepter ou comprendre 
les gouvernements des pays 

C'est le secretaire d'Etat aux d'accueil. Les ecoles qui sont 
Affaires etrangeres, Olivier Stirn, ' construites pour les refugies doi­
qui a presente au nom du gou- · vent fatalement pouvoir accueillir 
vernement les propositions fran- des enfants des nationaux. L'ef-
c;aises. D'entr~ de jeu, il a rap- fort· d'infrastructure des lors 
pele que Ia France a toujours prend des proportions considera-
place !'Afrique au centre de ses bles et se confond avec le dave-
preoccupations et de sa sollici- loppement meme du pays. C'est 
tude. La stabilite et Ia paix sont, l'une des grandes difficultes du 
tout particulierement en Afrique, problema. 
devait-il dire, Ia condition indis- A cela, s'en ajoute un autre, 
pensable au 'developpement. . ~< 
C'est en fait un veritable deli au- plus Important encore peut-.. tre : 

il est capital en effet de ne pas 
quel se trouve confrontee Ia fixer ces refugies de fac;:on quasi 
conscience unfverselle, ~ira le parmanente. L'histoire nous a 
ministre, et qui exige de Ia appris les catastrophes qui pou-
communaute internationale, outre vaient decouler ·d'une telle er· 
une reflexion approfondie sur les reur. L'exemple palestinian parle 
racines du mal, un effort d'assisc de lui-meme. c~est done fatale-
lance accru et &quitablement re- ment a 18 phase de Ia reinsertion 
parti. ou du retour que doit s'atteler Ia 

La France donne toujours communaute internationale ainsi 
priorite a l'aide bilaterale et elle que le faisait remarquer; a Ge-
apporte un appui Ires important, neve, M. Claude Cheysson, 
selon le principe de !'entente de commissaire de Ia conimunautt). 
capitare a capitale. En 1980, les 
interventions au titre de l'aide L.M; 
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Weltkonferenz tiber Afrika-Fliichtlinge 
von Erich Reyhl (Genf) 

Heute Donnerstag und morgen Frei­
tag findet in Genf eine sonderbare 
,Wohltatigkeitsauktion" statt. Sie soll 
das Fli.ichtlingselend in Afrika mildern. 
Die Teilnehmer- es werden hohe Regie­
rungsvertreter, ja Minister aus 50 bis 60 
Landern erwartet- sollen am Verhand­
lungstisch finanzielle Versprechen abge­
ben und sich dabei moglichst gegensei­
tig i.iberbieten. Kurzfristig sollen bei die­
set ,Wohltatigkeitsauktion" gegen 550 
Millionen Dollar fur Soforthilfe und wei­
tere 1,2 Milliarden fi.ir Hilfe in den kom­
menden 5 J ahren zusammenkommen. 
Das Geld soU die ,minimalen 'Oberle­
bensbedi.irfnisse" der elendesten unter 
den schatzungsweise 5 Millionen Fli.icht­
lingen in Afrika sichern. 

Afrika, und nicht etwa Asien oder 
Si.idamerika ist gegenwartig der Konti­
nent mit der groBten Anzahl nichtange­
siedelter Fli.ichtlinge. Etwa zwei Millio­
nen leben in Lagern, die wiederum in 
den armsten Landern des Kontinents 
und teils in unfruchtbaren wasserlosen 
Gebieten liegen. 

Das schlimmste Fli.ichtlingselend 
herrscht gegenwartig am Horn von Afri­
ka. Aber insgesamt 25 afrikanische Lan­
der haben zur Zeit Fli.ichtlingsprobleme. 
Algerien erklart, daB es 150 000 Fli.icht­
linge a us der Westsahara beherbergt, a us 
dem Tschad sind etwa 100 000 nach Ka­
merun, weitere 100 000 nach Nigeria, je 
gegen 10 000 nach der Zentralafrikani­
schen Republik und den Sudan geflo­
hen. Zambia beherbergt 10 000 Angola­
Fli.ichtlinge, Kenia 150 000 aus Uganda 
und Zaire 80 000 a us Uganda. Der Sudan 
muf3te 125 000 aus Athiopien aufneh­
men, Somalia sogar 1,3 Mio. aus Athio­
pien, Gabon 30 000 .aus Aquatorial-Gui­
nea usw. 

REFUGIES 

Coaf8rence 
bdemali.ollale 
aGeneve 

Convoquee a l'initi~tiv~ des 
Nations unies et 1'0rgamsat10!1 de 
!'unite africaine, Ia confer~nce .~nter­
nationale sur !'aide a?ll _refug,Ies ~n 
Afrique s'est ouverte h1~r !1 Geneve. 

Plus de so pays y part1c1pent. . 
Cinq millions d'hommes, de ~e~­

mes et d'enfants du continent afr}cam 
vivent actuellement, pour de~ r~ls9ns 
diverses hors de leur pays d ongme. 
Pour Ia plupart, ils subsist.ent d~s des 
conditions deplorables, hebe~_ges da~s 
des camps de fortu.ne ou 1 essentlel 
manque sou vent. . . 
· La conference de Geneve ~e f1xe 
trois objectifs : attirer I' ~~t~nuon de 

Insgesamt haben die betroffenen afri­
kanischen Regierungen bis Miirz 990 
Mio. Dollars an Hilfe gefordert, davon 
allerdings nur 78 Mio. dringenste Nothil­
fe. Vom Total der geforderten Hilfe sind 
bereits 260 Mio. Dollars in Form von 
Hilfsprogrammen verschiedener inter­
nationaler Organisa:tionen gesichert. Es 
wi.irde als auBerordentlich gutes Resul­
tat angesehen, wenn die afrikanische 
Fli.ichtlingskonferenz !;>is Ende diesei 
Woche einige hundert weitere Millionen 
zusammenbringen wi.irde. Fi.ir die Viet­
namfli.ichtlinge kamen bei einer ahnli­
chen Konferenz im Jahre 1980 gut 116 
Mio. herein, auf3erhalb dieser Konferenz 
flossen die Spenden aber noch reichli­
cher, so daB gegen eine Milliarde fi.ir die 
Wiederansiedlung der Vietnamesen zu­
sammenkamen. Auch fi.ir die Kambod­
schaner wurden beteits 600 Mio. ver­
spro~hen. 

Die Spendefreudigkeit scheint' indes­
sen eher zu sinken. Der ganze Ostblock 
wird an der Spendenauktion nicht teil­
nehmen, weil angeblich das Fli.icht­
lingselend in Afrika Qin Problem d~s 
Kolonialismus ist. Zum zweiten vermis­
sen die fast ausschlieBlich westlichen 
Spender Aktionen, urn die Gri.inde fi.ir 
das Fli.ichtlingsproblem in Afrika, niim­
lich Kriege und Bi.irgerkriege, zu beseiti­
gen. Die Organisation fi.ir afrikanische 
Einheit (OUA) ist zwar wesentlich an der 
Genfer Spendenauktion beteiligt, aber 
nicht in der Lage das Fli.ichtlingspro­
blem durch Ri.ickkehr der Fli.ichtlinge 
wesentlich zu mildern. Schlief3lich- und 
das ist ein Punkt, der immer mehr Auf­
merksamkeit auf sich zieht - masten 
sich die offiziellen Hilfsorganisationen 
in schamloser Weise an den Geldern, 
welche fi.ir die Fli.ichtlinge gespendet 
werden. 

drame humain; · collec!er des fo~ds 
suffisants pour subvemr au~ ~esoms 
de tous ces deracines et auss1 ai?er !~s 
pays d'accueil que !'afflux de ~efu&Ies 
a sou vent places dans , Wle SituatiOn 
financiere difficile. . 

Le haut commissariat des NatH~n~ 
unies pour les refugies (H.C.R.) a _fixe 
a pres de deux mil!iards . et deml de 
francs le budget necessaue pour .­
seulement - parer au~ ,beso}ns 
urgents dans les dix-huit mms a vemr. 

La France est representee a cette 
.conference par le secretaire d'I?tat aux 
Affaires etrangeres, ~-.Stun. II 
compte y exposer Ia pohtlque c~n~­
tante de !'Elysee qui d<?nn~ sa pref~­
rence en ce genre d'affa1re a Ia coope­
ration bilaterale. Tout au plus 
annoncera-t-on une Iegere augmenta­
tion, de l'ordre de cinq millions d~ 
francs aux fonds du H.C.R. Ce qm 
est evidemment tres peu par rapport 
aux besoins. 

Vesnik 12.4.81 

Bijeg pred brutalnoscu 
rasizma i ratnim 
strahotama 

Vrijedi napomenuti da je vecina od 
pet milijuna africkih izbjeglica kon­
centrirana na jugu, istoku i sredistu 
africkog kontinenta (Botsvana, Lesoto, 
Mozambik, Svazi, Tanzanija, Kenija, 
EtiOpl)a, Somalija, Angola, Zambija, 
Za1r, Ruanda, Burundi, Sudan, Kame­
run). dok veC:ina zemalja Zapadne i 
S1everne Afrike ima vrlo malo izbjegli­
ca. · Tanzanijski predsjednik Njerere 
svojedobno se zauzeo za to da sve af­
rieke zemlje pomognu u pomoC:i izbje­
glicama a ne da samo dvadesetak ze­
malja nasi citav teret. Tanzanija je isto 
taka )edna od rijetkih zemalja Afrike 
koja je gotovo uspjesno rijesila uklapa­
n)e . 200.000 izbjeglica u tanzanijsko 
drustv?· o~o,gucujuCi im da se nasele 
1 zapocnu z1vot u novoj domovini. Jer, 
kako je to rekao predsjednik Njerere 
na konferenciji o izbjeglicama u Arusi 
1979.: ·Cak i kad u Africi vise ne bi bilo 
niti jednog novog izbjeglice, moramo 
stalno imati na umu da izbjeglica osta­
je izbjeglica do kraja zivota osim ako 
mu ne omoguCimo da se uklopi u novu 
zajednicu •. 

Armija izbjeglica u Africi najcesce 
se regrutira bijegom civilnog stanov­
nistva pred brutalnoscu rasistickih iii 
diktatorskih rezima, iii pak u prevrati­
ma koji su toliko cesti na •crnom• 
kontinentu. Ali isto taka i zbog ratne 
opasnosti i oruzanih sukoba sto ih ne­
rijetko na afriekom tlu poticu i monti­
raju veliki u nastojanju da prigrabe 
nove sfere utjecaja. 

Nema nikakve sumnje da je drama 
izbjeglica jedna od najtei1h i najponi­
zavajudh. ·Biti svakodnevno suocen s 
neizvjesnoscu i nesigurnom buducno­
sti, biti uvijek u brizi sto ce se dogoditi 
s djecom, potpuno zavisiti o milosrdu 
drugih, to degradira i ponizava•, kaze 
jedan funkcionar UN u somalijskom 
izbjeglickom logoru. · 

Zenevska konferencija o izbjeglica­
ma nije niti mogla rijesiti taj golemi 
problem, a niti joj je to bio cilj. Prikup­
ljanjem financijskih sredstava ona se 
nasla u ulozi vatrogasca, da pomogne 
Africi c:':im vise maze ida svijet upozori 
na golem teret sto ga nosi Afrika. Me­
dutim. izbjeglice u Africi jos ce dugo 
b1t1 na savjesti covjecanstva i zahtije­
vat ce organiziranu i smisljenu•pomoc 
~edunarodne zajednice i veliku umje­
snost samih africkih zemalja. Korak 
naprijed bit ce i to ako se ponizavajuci 
zivot pet milijuna izbjeglica na •Cr­
nom· kontinentu barem i dijelom 
ublazi. ako se spase zivoti tisuca djece 
koja danomice umiru od gladi, zedi i 
bolesti na africkim meridijanima i pa-
ralelama. ' 

Vjekoslav Gra baric 
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Cinq millions d'etres 
humains oubliCs 
Une conference de rONU sur les refugies africains s ,ouvre 
aujourd1lui a Geneve en l,absence. des pays du bloc sovietique 

Cinq millions d' Africains - surtout des femmes et 
des enfants - sont des refugit~s. Victimes de guerres et 
de conflits tribaux, de secheresses et de famines, ces 
refugies africains constituent a eux seuls Ia moitie des 
refugies repertories dans le monde. Demain s'ouvre a 
Geneve Ia Conference internationale sur les refugies en 
Afrique, dont le but est de coordonner les diverses aides 
multilaterales et bilaterales. 

Cette conference, organisee par les Nations unies en 
cooperation avec )'Organisation de l'unite africaine 
(OUA) et le haut commissariat pour les refugies (HCR), 
devra d'autre part se prononcer sur un budget d'assis­
tance de l'ordre de 1 300 millions de dollars pour les 
cinq prochaines annees. Le HCR estime a 550 millions 
de dollars les fonds necessaires pour les prochains dix­
huit mois. La Corne de I' Afrique (Ethiopie, Somalie, 
Djibouti) devrait recevoir l'essentiel de cette aide a court 
terme. Les autres zones les plus touchees sont I' Afrique 
centrale et I' Afrique australe. · 

Plusieurs missions du HCR ont ete envoye~s dans les 
differentes parties du monde pour sensibiliser les gou­
vemements au probleme des refugies en Afrique. Les 
pays socialistes n'ont manifeste qu'un interet limite 
pour Ia conference de Geneve, et aucun n'a, jusqu'a pre­
sent. repondu a l'invitation d'y prendre pArt. LA Frqnc" 
sera representee par Olivier Stirn, secretaire d'Etat au 
ministere des Affaires etrangeres. 

I LS etaient 750 000 il y a 
dix ans, ils sont 
aujourd'hui 5 millions 

qui, pour des raisons naturel­
les - secheresse, famine -
ou a cause de conflits, ont dfi 
quitter leur terre et ont trouve 
refuge dans des camps sub­
ventionnes par !'aide interna­
tionale. 

La Somalie compte 
1 540 000 refugies (pour une 
population de 3,6 millions 
d'habitants), installes dans 
une trentaine de camps, qui 

viennent tous d'Ethiopie a Ia 
suite du conflit de l'Ogaden. 
Le Soudan compte 490 000 
refugies, dont 390 000 vien­
nent egalement d'Ethiopie, 
les autres. venant de pays en 
guerre qu'ils ont fuis : le 
Tchad ou l'Ouganda. On 
denombre 400 000 refugies au 
Zaire, dont 215 000 viennent 
d' Angola, le reste se repartis­
sant entre refugies du 
Burundi, du Rwanda et de 
l'Ouganda. L'afflux de Tcha­
diens au Cameroun a porte Ia 

population refugiee dans ce 
pays a 266 000. On en recense 
110 000 au Nigeria. Le 
Burundi compte lui-meme 
234 590 refugies, essentielle­
ment du Rwanda. Enfin les 
Noirs d' Afrique d1,1 Snd et de 
Namibie ont trouve refuge 
dans les pays voisins (Bots­
wana, Lesotho, Swaziland et 
Zambie) et surtout en 
Angola, oil Ia situation ali­
mentaire des refugies et des 
personnes deplacees est parmi 
les plus dramatiques du 
monde. 

En Ethiopie, dans Ia come 
de I' Afrique, plus d'un tiers 
de Ia population somalienne 
est refugiee ; Djibouti, qui ne 
parvient pas meme a nourrir 
ses 300 000 habitants, a 
accueilli 42 000 refugies ; 
l'Ethiopie compte 
2 400 000 personnes « depla­
cees par la guerre ou Ja seche­
resse >> dans ses trois seules 
provinces du Sud et du Sud­
Est qui recouvrent, en gros, 
l'Ogaden, revendiquee par Ia 
Somali e. 

En Ethiopie, Jes refugies 
vivent dans plus de 250 camps 
temporaires ou se rendent 
chaque jour dans des centres 
de nutrition. 

A Degeha Bur, a 70 km de 
Ia frontiere somalie·nne, un 
peu plus de 17 000 personnes 
(en majorite femmes et 
enfants) vivent dans le camp 
- buttes couvertes de nattes 
alignees au cordeau- en bor­
dure du village et dans 
l'attente des distributions 

((Menace de paralysieJJ 
E N Afrique, il 

~ ~ est de. traditio~ 
''· de d1re: so1s 

Je bienvenu, tu es monfrere, 
je n'ai pas beaucoup a man­
ger, mais tu le partageras. >> 
Cette tradition, selon le 
haut commissaire de l'ONU 
pour les refugies, Poul 
Hartling, «menace de 
paralysie » de nombreux 
Etats africains et notam­
ment les economies de Ia 
Somalie, de l'Ethiopie, de 
Djibouti et du Soudan. La 
tache du Haut Commissa­
riat pour Jes refugies n'est 

I pas seulement d'apporter 
~•.,.a n;,..,a, ,.., ... .,..,.a.,."'a alla ,.._..., 

a des solutions durables. 

C'est ce a quoi 
s'emploiera Ia conference 
qui ouvrira ses travaux 
demain a Geneve, en pre­
sence de Kurt Waldheim. La 
conference se tiendra au 
niveau ministeriel. 

Mais sensibiliser !'opi­
nion publique au probleme 
des refugies est une chose, 
trouver les fonds necessaires 
(1 300 millions de dollars) 
en est une autre. A titre 
comparatif, les Nations 
unies, pour les boat people 
du Vietnam, avaient 
iiP..n<>ntiP. ?00 millinn~ tiP 

Neanmoins, Poul Hart­
ling est optimiste. Les Ame­
ricains lui ont fait sa voir, 
par la voix du vice­
president Georges Bush, 
qu'ils se montreraient gene­
reux. Les pays de l'OPEP 

.devraient suivre l'exemple 
des Occidentaux. Quant a 
!'Europe, Poul Hartling a 
reuni le mois dernier les dix­
sept membres de l'OCDE, 
regroupes au sein du Comite 
pour !'assistance au deve­
loppement (CAD). En 1980, 
les pays du CAD ont fait des 
contributions volontaires 
depassant 316 millions de 
tlnll<>r~ iiP~tinP.~ ?. fin<>nrPr 

quotidiennes de nourriture. II 
n'y a rien d;autre a faire sur 
cette .terre rouge oil les rares 
plants de sorgho sont brfiles 
par le .solei!. La plupart du 
betail est mort a Ia suite de Ia 
secheresse, de Ia guerre de 
1977-1978 avec ..J.a Somalie, 
qui avait envahi Ia region, de 
l'insecurite qui a modifie les 
circuits de paturage. 

Le forage d'un puits est en 
cours pour remplacer, 
raconte l'envoye special de 
I' AFP, le puits comble de 
pierres par les Somaliens pen­
dant leur retraite. Le centre a 
ete ouvert et (( la plupart de 
ses habitants sont des gens 
revenus des camps de refugies 
en Somalie >>, affirme le chef 
du district. 

A Lafa lssa, a 20 km cfe Ia 
frontiere, 3 500 autres depla­
ces vegetent. La piste qui y 
"'VtlduiL t;:JL e:n.::oro pcuocor--:t..So 

de carcasses de vaches. Des 
enfants, couverts de mou­
ches, apprennent !'alphabet 
arabe, et leur ardoise est une 
grande planche de bois oil 
sont graves les caracteres.· 

A Jijiga meme, un autre 
camp abrite 7 000 personnes. 
Pendant notre visite, l'arrivee 
d'un camion citerne p!dn 
d'eau provoque une bagarre 
entre Jes femmes, qui se preci­
pitent, boites de conserve a Ia 
main. 

Un fonctiortnaire interna­
tional affirme que les vaches 
« mouraient par milliers, 
comme des mouches >>. 
Depuis, les pluies sont 
venues, mais avec deux mois 
de retard, et, dans Ia vallee de 
Jijiga, autrefois si fertile, Jes 
plants de sorgho n'arriveront 
pas pour la plupart a matu­
rite. La plupart des personnes 
deplacees dans ces trois 
regions sont originaires des 
environs immediats. 

En Angola, dans I' Afrique 
australe, 800 000 personnes 
sont deplacees ou affectees 
par le fait de guerre dans le 
pays. 

Les bombardements 
aenens ou .les incursions de 
l'armee d'Afrique du Sud, 
ainsi que les operations 
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!'intensification ces derniers 
mois a ete critiquee a travers 
des communiques du minis­
tere de Ia Defense, ont provo­
que d'importants deplace­
ments de populations. 

Ces operations militaires 
affectent plusieurs centaines 
de milliers de personnes qui 
fuient notamment les regions 
de Cuando Cubango et 
Cunene (au sud du pays) pour 
Ia province de Huila (au sud­
ouest_de !'Angola). 

D'autres personnes aban­
donnent leurs villages pour 
gagner les forets puis, une 
fois leurs ressources epuisees, 
rejoignent les villes les plus 
proches dans un etat de 
denuement extreme, a recem­
ment indique le representant 
de !'UNICEF (fonds de 
l'ONU pour l'enfance) en 
Angola, Almeri Bezerra de 
Mello. 

Selon des te'moignages de 
diplomates, l'armee sud­
africaine a entrepris ces der­
nieres semaines plusieurs 
bombardements, incursions 
ou minages de routes, et de 
voies de chemins de fer. 

Selon ces temoignages, 
l'armee sud-africaine a atteint 
des objectifs situes en terri­
toire angolais a plus de 
200 km de Ia frontiere nami­
bienne. La ville de Lubango, 
situee a 500 km de Ia fron­
tiere, a ete touchee par des 
bombardements sud-africains 
il y a deux semaines environ. 
Dans le passe, l'artillerie 
aerienne sud-africaine avait 
detruit dans cette meme ville 
plusieurs usines. 

Le 19 fevrier dernier, un 
pont de chemin de fer entre 
Kassinga et le pori de Mo<;a-

medes, a ete mine eta saute. 
La route Mocamedes­
Lubango a ete egalement 
minee en plusieurs points par 
les forces d' Afrique du Sud, 
selon les memes sources. 

L' armee sud-africaine 
aurait mene des operations 
jusque dans Ia region de 
Lobito, a quelque 500 km au 
sud de Luanda. ' 

TCHAD 
Hissene Habre 

demande 
de l'aide 

Hissene Habre, president 
du conseil de commande­
ment des forces armees 
Nord (CCFAN), a lance un 
appel a « tous les fils du 
Tchad » en leur demandant 
de constituer « un front 
patriotique avec les FAN » 
pour chasser les troupes 
libyennes de son pays, ou 
elles se Jivrent, a-t-il dit, a 
un (( veritable genocide )), 
« Nous invitons tous les fils 
du Tchad, y compris ceux 
qui sont aujourd'hui contre 
nous, a reconsiderer leur 
position. >> « Je pense en 

· particulier aux forces 
armees tchadiennes (du 
colonel Kamougue) qui ont 
Ia responsabilite, en tant 
que premiere armee natio­
nale, de Iutter pour Ia 
defense de leur patrie », 
dit-il. Apres avoir assure 
que ses troupes combattent 
jusqu 'a present « sans 
aucun soutien exterieur », 
Habre afflrme rechercher 
activement des appuis a 
l'etranger. 

International Herald Tribune 
12.4.81 

African Refugee Aid Reaches $500 Million 
The Associated Press 

GENEVA - Funds to aid African refugees reached $500 million Fri­
day when Japan pledged $33 million for the continent's estimated 5 
million dispossessed people. It was the third highest commitment by any 
of the 94 nations attending the conference here on Africa's refugees 
which was ~ding later in the day. ' 

'Ott 111Ursday, the United States said it would give $285 million over 
two years, and West Germany announced an aid package of $34.5 mil­
lion. Late Friday, Saudi Arabia announced a pledge of $30 million. 

The Soviet Union and most Soviet-bloc nations did not attend the 
conference, which was organized by the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugc:es and ~he Or~anization of African Unity to raise $1.15 billion for 
25 Afncan natiOns dtstressed by drought, famine or war. 

The Times - London - 11.4.81 

Nations pledge $560m aid 
for African refugees 
From Our Correspondent 
Geneva, Apri; 10 

The 85-nation conference on 
assistance to refugees in 
Africa has produced solid 
evidence of a common deter­
mination to sav-e the continent 
from further famine and 
~political disintegration in the 
1~80s. 

With a $30m cash contribn 
tion todav. Saudi Arabia tool; 
second ·place behind the 
United States, whose delegati!, 
Mrs Jeane Kirkpatnck, yester· 
day promised $285m. 

1\fr James Grant, executive 
director of llNICEF, the United 
Nations children's fund. under­
lined today that the refugees, 
half of them children. were per­
haps 25 per cent of afflicted 
people' urgently needing assist­
ance in nine countries alone. 

As the two-da~' meeting 
ended tonight, pledges from 
.governments totalled about 
$560m (about £254m) for relief 
-priorities in the next two 
years. 

ln addition. tens of mil!ioM 
were Jiving ·in a permanent 
state of "silent emergency". 
affected by absolute poverty 
and gross underdevelopment 
even as to the most ba~ic 
~ervices of health, nutrition, 
water supply and rudimentary 
education. 

Approximateh- 30 to 40 per 
cent of this total-up to $250m 
-is described bv llnited 
Nations officials as "new" 
monev. as distinct from fund~ 
allotted in advance but as yet 
unsnent. 

This compares with the A bout 1.5 mill ion sma 11 
children died in Africa last 
year, he added, equivalent on a 
dailv basis to .the totol numhu 
of Italy's earthquake casualities 
last September. 

$190m donated through United 
Nations agencies in 1979 for 
Indo-China refu~ees, parti· 
cularly "boat people", and 
$150m last year for Cambodia. 

Daily Telegraph 10.4.81 

l.l.S. pledges £130ln 
aid for A fri.oa 

By JOHX MYERS in Geneva 

THE United States yestcr· 
day pledged to pro­

vide a third of the $900 
million (£410 million) aid 
which the United Nations 
sa:Vs is needed for African 
refuGees during the next 
four to five years. 

Mrs Jeane Kirkpatrick. 
American Ambassador to the 
Cn]tr:d '\ations. promisrd the 
$28:i million ( £130 million) as 
the first .international confer­
enc" on raising funds for 
Atncan refugees opened in 
Gene; a. 

£6m from Bnt.ain 
"Bu: she also cal'led on 

Mrica to put an end to mW· 
tan· adventures and violent 
pnlit:cs" which ha1·e created 
th~ refugee problem. 

.\m,mg other promises of aid 
V\.-~::r- :!:G r~iHicn {runl E::t~1n. 
£~· rnillion from the E E C, £4 
miilinn from the 1"\P.therlands 
anrl £:1,300.000 from Nigeria. 

Other large ex.tra contributions 
,,·ere announC€d by Canada. 
West Germany, France. Den­
mark and Sweden. The total. so 
far plrdged was approachmg 
<;;oo million wht>n the conft>r· 
~;(e ad inurned until ·tnday with 
61 · cnintries &till listed to 

Th" t\\o-day conference was 
almost wrecLi·d bel or(' it hl'g;an 
bv an Arab ckmand that Isriwl 
be excluded. llr \Valdheim and 
African States appealed on 
humanitarian grounds to the: 
Arab bloc to withdraw its 
demand. 

A compromisP was quickh· 
found aftrr Mrs Kirkpatrirk 
gave a warning that the Ameri· · 
can dele11:ation would walk out 
if Israr>l were barred. 

A ~~a~f'ment was later r~ad 
bv Sudan on behalf of the 
African group of coun·tries 
sa_,·ing it was "regrettable" 
that an invit<~tion bad been 
sent to Israel. 

Mrs Kirkpatrick said it was 
"unfortunate'' that Russia and 
the Eal"t European Communist 
States .had not accepted their 
im'itations to take part in help­
ing to solve the urgent refugee 
problems in Africa. 

As wei! a~ having more than 
;, n1illion refugcr s - half th~ 
world total -- Africa al~o has 
some 3 million displaced prr· 
son:-. 

Tbf' must nredy countries are 
Somalia. which now has 
'1,500;000 refugees from Ethio· 
pia, Sudan with 400.000 Eth_io­
pian and other refugees, Zaml 
with 400,000 reful(ees from; 
l'gilnda and Chad. and, 
CamP.roon. with 301,000 
... of" t'l"noc frnm C:h;ut , ... l 
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Lysere 
fremtid 

I for 
Afrikas 
tlygtninge 
Konferencen i 
Geneve er blevet en 
succes 
GENEVE, fredag 
(KD-medarbejder): Afri­
kas fern millioner flygt­
ninge gar en lysere frem­
tid i mJkle. Pa to dage i 
Geneve i Schweiz bar ver­
dens mest forfordelte 
flygtningegruppe faet IJtfte 
om op imod 4 milliarder 
kroner i hjrelp i ar og nre­
ste ar. 

Deter nresten 800 kroner pr. 
gtning i et kontinent, hvor 

uet er beregnet at en gen­
nemsnits flygtning kun » ko­
ster<< 22 dollars (148 kr.) 

- Vi har ikke blot fflet de 
tre mbiiarder kroner, vi skal 
bruge i akut n!ildhjrelpsind­
sats, vi har nu ogsfl midler til 
at sikre mange tusinde flygt­
ninges fremtid i en mere 
langsigtet planlregning, siger 

· en glad S121ren Jessen Peter­
sen til KD. Han er en af de 
danske topmedarbejdere i 
FNs H121jkommissariat for 
Flygtninge, UNHCR. 

Informerede kilder siger 
dog til KD, at f121rst i de se­
neste uger op til den stort 
anlagte konference i Geneve 
om Mrikas flygtninge stod 
det klart, at den ville blive 
en succes. 

- For tre-fire uger siden 
ville vi have vreret glade for 
to milliarder kroner, men sfl 
hrevede flere af de traditi­
onelt stjilrste giverlande 
pludseligt de bel!ilb de ville 
komme med til Geneve, si­
ger en kilde i UNHCR. 

De seneste dage f!ilr konfe­
rencestarten l!ild tippet 
endda pfl en total sum til de 
afrikanske flygtninge pfl mel­
lem 4-4,7 milliarder kroner. 
Det blev til knapt fire milli­
arder kroner. 

Flygtningeh!iljkommisrer 
Poul Hartling satte megen 
prestige ind pA at Afri­
ka-konferencen blev en suc­
ces. I slutningen af marts 
kunne han afslutte et besjilg i 
Washington med sikkerhed 
f<_>r, at USAs ny regering , 
VIlle ryste op med et endda 
meget betydeligt beljilb. Det 
blev pA 1,9 milliarder kro­
ner. Nrermest sensationelt 
stort og endnu mere end 
Hartling oprindeligt fik i ud­
sigt. 

OgsA EF gav en meget 
stor sum. 455 millioner kro-
ner. sjile 

Jorna} do 

• 
EUA ajudam 
ref~dos 
~· . 

a Gene bra - ~aixadota 
dos Estados Unidos junto as 
Na~oes Unidas, Jane Kirkpa­
trick, anunciou ontem que seu 
pais contribuira com 285 mi· 
lhoes de dolares para o fundo 
de ajuda a 5 milhOes de refu­
giados africanos. 0 anlincio foi 
feito ontem na inaugura~ao da 
Conferencia Intemacional so­
bre Refugiados na Africa, pre­
sidida pelo Secretarto-Geral 
da ONu, Kurt Waldheim. 

Participam do encontro re­
presentantes de 84 paises, en­
tre os quais Cuba, Llbia e Chi­
na. A Uniao Sovietica e os pai­
ses do bloco socialista nao 
aceitaram o convlte para a 
conferencia, cujo objetivo e le­
vantar 1 bllhao 200 milhoes de 
dolares para ajudar os africa­
nos que deixaram seus locais 
de origem, por causa de lutas 
entre tribos, regioes ou na~oes. 

3rasiJ. 

SOLUQAO 

Primeira a anunciar uma 
doa~ao, a Embaixadora Kirk­
~atrick,_ dis~e que a ajuda por 
51 s6 nao Significa uma solu­
~ao, pois 0 que importa e "o 
fim das aventuras militares e 
da violencia politica". Do total 
oferecido pelos EUA _ que 
ainda deve ser aprovado pelo 
Congresso - 126 milhoes 500 
mil destinam-se ao Alto· Co­
rnissariado das Na~oes Unidas 
para Refugiados e o Cornite 
Intemacional da Cruz Verme­
lha. 0 restante vai para proje­
tos relaci"onados com os refu­
giados na Africa. 

A Alemanha Federal ofere­
ceu 45 milhoes de d6lares e os 
Paises do Mercado co{num 
Europeu deverao anunciar ho­
je suas contribui~oes. Os pai­
ses arabes deixaram o plehalio 
em sinal de protesto contra a 
presen~a do delegado israelen­
se. Mas, numa reuniao parale­
la, anunciaram que tambem 
contribUirao. 

Sudao e Somalia, que nao 
aderiram ao boicote a Israel 
criarao urn fundo especial de i 
milhao de d6lares destinados 
aos paises que receberam refu­
giados na Africa. 
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ll DRAMMA DEl PROFUGHI IN AFRICA 

Cinque milioni 
di sradicati 

dalla loro terra 
di GAETANO NANETTI 

Poveri, affamati, facili 
prede di malattie, come se 
non bastasse, anche profu­
ghi. Nel mondo, un profugo 
su due, oggi, e africano. 
L'ennesima tragedia si sta 
consumando nel continente 
che sembra un concentrato 
di tutte Je disgrazie materia-· 
li che possono colpire gli u~­
mini. Un calcolo approssl­
mativo- perfino le statisti­
che sono un Jusso che !'Afri­
ca non puo permettersi -
valuta prudentemente in 
cinque miliardi i derelitti 
sradicati dalla !oro terra d'o­
rigine e costretti a cercare 
altrove, spesso centinaia di 
chilometri Jontano; un luogo 
su cui piantare una misera 
tenda fatta di stracci. A so­
spingerli oltre i confini, a! di 
Ia dei fiumi e attraverso de­
serti o foreste, sono gli stessi 
flagelli che da sempre gli uo~ 
mini alimentano contro altn 
uomini: guerre, persecuzio­
ni, minacce di sterminio, fa­
me. Cinque milioni di dram­
mi umani. II resto del mondo 
li ignora. 

II fenomeno ha assunto di­
mensioni tanto vaste da 
mettere in allarme l'Onu. 
Nel novembre scorso, l'As­
semblea generale ha incari­
cato iJ segretario delle Na­
zioni Unite Kurt Waldheim, 
di promuovere una riunione 
a livello internazionale allo 
scopo di mettere non sol tan­
to gli Stati, rna l'intera co­
munita internazionale, di 
fronte alia traged1a. Non c'e 
tempo da perdere. 

II dramma dei profughi 
africani e esploso in pocl)i 
anni, e non da segni di pros­
sima esaurimento. Nel 1970 
si valutano in 750 mila i rifu­
giati nei vari paesi del conti­
nente. Oggi, come si e detto, 
sono diventati cinque milio­
ni e si ha ragione di temere 
che il tetto non sia stato an­
cora raggiunto. Con Ia sensi­
bilita che 'ne contraddistin­
gue l'azione sui piano uma­
nitario, Waldheim si e mosso 
con rapidita. Cosi il 9 aprile 
si aprira a Ginevra un impe­
gnativo incontro fra i rap­
presentanti 'di tutti i .paesi 
del mondo. Aveva asslcura­
to Ia sua oresenza anche il 

gan l'ha ovviamente costret­
to ad apportare mutamenti 
alia sua agenda. 

A Ginevra ci si muovera in 
tre direzioni convergenti. 
Anzitutto sara avviata un'a­
zione tesa a sensibilizzare 
l'opinione pubblica mondia­
le per renderla consapevole 
del dramma africano. Sara 
poi sollecitato il massimo 
sforzo teso al reperimento di 
risorse supplementari per 
evitare che i programmi di 
intervento urgente - ali­
mentare, sanitaria ecc. - ri­
mangano sulla carta. Infine, 
si cercheranno le strade piu 
adatte per aiutare i paesi 
che offrono asilo ai profughi, 
paesi costretti oggi a sop­
portare un pesante fardello, 
spesso del tutto sproporzio­
nato alle !oro forze. 

Ma chi sono questi derelit­
ti della Terra in movimento 
attraverso i deserti e le fore­
ste, laceri, scalzi, senza cibo, 
senza tetto, privi di ogni for­
ma di assistenza sanitaria? 
Che cosa spinge questa fiu­
mana di cinque milioni di 
persone a chiedere di essere 
accolta da chi, spesso, e po­
vero quanto e talvolta piu di 
!oro? Sarebbe riduttivo e 
semplicistico limitarsi a in­
dicere una sola causa. Ma e 
innegabile che alia radice 
del biblico esodo c'e il colo­
nialismo. Se oggi I' Africa e 
preda di rivolgimenti, di 
convulsioni, di continui sus­
sulti, se e tuttora alia ricerca 
di un equilibria, cio' lo side­
ve allo stato di soggezione in 
cui e rimasta fino a vent'an­
ni fa. I confini tracciati a ta­
volino dai colonialisti hanna 
separato artificiosamente 
popolazioni appartenenti al­
lo stesso gruppo etnico, al 
punto che molti si sentono 
piu affini aile genti dello 
Stato confinante.che alia po­
polazione dello Stato cui ap­
partengano. 

Ma Ia definizione dei con­
fini e solo un aspetto qell'e­
redita colonialista. Piu grave 
e il ritardo con cui tutti o 
quasi i paesi africani sono 
stati messi nella condizione 

di avviare l'inevitabllmente 
lungo processo di ricucitura 
dei particolarismi di origine 
etnica per imbastire qualco­
sa che si avvicini all'unita 
nazionale. E qui emergono 
spesso pesanti responsabili­
ta delle classi dirigenti afri­
cane post-coloniali, che in 
molte occasioni hanno fon­
dato il !oro potere sull'etnia 
di appartenenza sacrifican-

do le altre esistenti nel pae­
se e costringendo alia fuga i 
gruppi meno disposti a subi­
re Ia sottomissione o addirit­
tura Ia persecuzione spieta­
ta. 

Indirizzi politici sbagliati, 
rna anche Je troppe guerre 
africane spingono intere po­
polazioni ad abbandonare le 
!oro terre divenute campi di 
b&~taglia. Cio che avviepe 
nell'Ogaden e emblematico: 
almeno due milioni di abi­
tanti di questo territorio 
l'hanno abbandonato per ri­
fugiarsi in Somalia, il paese 
che ha oggi Ia pil'.i alta con­
centrazione di profughi del 
mondo. La gente dell'Oga­
den e etnicamente somala e 
a spingerla oltreconfine so­
no le truppe etiopiche che 
preferiscono fare· terra bru­
ciata della regione piuttosto 
che lasciarvi prosperare i 
fermenti della guerriglia. 

Una grave responsabilita 
per il massiccio esodo delle 
popolazioni africane va at­
tribuita anche al razzismo. 
Per sfuggire aile dure condi­
zioni imposte dall'« apart­
heid •, migliaia di persone 
sono costrette ad abbando­
nare il Sud Africa. Profughi 
sudafricani si trovano un po 
dovunque nel Continente. 
Alle cause politiche, sociali 
belliche si aggiungono qu! 
prodotte dalle intollera 1Ji 
condizioni economiche, e 
impongono spostamenti in 
massa alia ricerca di un po di 
cibo o di un pozzo da cui at­
tingere acqua. 

Questo complesso di cause 
finisce per creare un intrec­
cio intricatissimo di linee di 

, movimento, per cui, ad 
esempio, troviamo zairesi 
profughi in Angola, e ango­
lani profughi nello Zaire, 
ruandesi rifugiati in Uganda 
e ugandesi in Ruanda. 

Come in tutte le tragedie, 
accade anche qui di cogliere 
un Iato positivo: la generosi­
ta con cui t:paesi africani ac­
colgono quanti bussano alia 
!oro porta. Non li sollecita a 
questo comportamento sol­
tanto- Ia Dichiarazione uni­
versale dei diritti dell'uomo 
o Ia Convenzione approvata 
nel 1951 dall'Uva sui diritti 
dei profughi. Ma ad agire e 
piuttosto il senso tradiziona­
le dell'ospitalita degli africa­
ni, Ia !oro disposizione a di­
videre con i fratelli anche ii 
poco di cui dispongono. E 

nella stragrande maggioran­
za dei casi, dispongono vera­
mente di poco, di tanto poco 
che anche solo alcune mi­
gliaia di persone in piu crea 
problemi insolubili. Mai, tut­
tavia, si e dovuto registrare 
un rifiuto ad accogliere i 
profughi, mai uno solo di essi 
e stato respinto alia frontie­
ra. Da questi poveri che aiu­
tano altri poveri, viene una 
lezione che i ricchi dovreb­
bero mandare a memoria. 
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Le conflit israelo-arabe 
retarde (de 2 h.) l'ouverture 
de Ia Conference de Geneve 
sur les refugies africains 

Geneve (Palais des Nations). -
C'est avec pres de deux heures de 
retard que le secretaire general de 
l'ONU, Kurt Waldheim a ouvert, 
hier matin, au Palais des Nations, Ia 
Conference intemationale sur !'as­
sistance aux refugies d'Afrique. La 
cause de ce retard: le conflit israelo­
arabe. 

Les pays arabes, dont beaucoup 
laissaient prevoir d'importantes 
contributions, exigeaient en effet 
qu'Israel ne soit pas invite a Ia 
Conference. Les Etats-Unis, pour 
leur part, qui devaient annoncer, 
eux aussi, une contribution finan­
ciere appreciable, avaient menace 
de claquer Ia porte si cette demande 
etait satisfaite. Ecartele entre ces 
exigences contradictoires, le groupe 
africain, qui comprend plusieurs 
pays arabes ou musulmans a, pen­
dant les dernieres quarante-huit 
heures, fievreusement debattu de ce 
probleme qui risquait de ruiner 
toutes ses esperances: n'attend-il 
pas de ces deux jours de delibera­
tions du Palais des Nations plusieurs 
centaines de millions de dollars 
pour soulager Ia misere des quelque 
cinq millions de refugies du conti­
nent noir? 

Finalement, un compromis devait 
etre trouve: reuni pendant plus de 
deux heures sur le coup de midi, le 
groupe arabe mettait sur pied une 
declaration exposant sa position a 
l'encontre d'Israel et protestant con­
tre !'invitation adressee a l'Etat juif. 
Cette declaration devait etre lue en 
seance par le Soudan, pays a majo­
rite arabe et musulmane, qui pre­
side cette annee le groupe africain. 
Quant a Ia delegation israelienne, 
elle resterait a son bane, etant en­
tendu qu'elle ne repliquerait pas. 

Des lors, les gouvernements do­
nateurs pouvaient se succeder a Ia 
tribune pour annoncer les contribu­
tions souvent genereuses, mais dont 
il n'etait pas toujours possible de 
discerner, s'il s'agissait entierement 
de sommes nouvelles ou simple­
ment de montants deja promis, sau­
poudres, plus ou moins abondam­
ment, d'argent frais. 

Pierre Aubert 
cc apporte, 4,5 millions ... 

A cet egard, Ia presentation 
suisse, a defaut d'annoncer Ia con­
tribution Ia plus eblouissante, a au 
moins eu le merite de Ia clarte : les 
4,5 millions de francs (2,4 millions 
de dollars) annonces par le conseil­
ler federal Pierre Aubert, chef du 

dans leur totalite, un «effort supple­
mentaire >>. Ils se repartissent ainsi: 
2 millions de francs pour financer 
de nouvelles actions de secours 
d'organisations intemationales en 
faveur des refugies en Afrique ; 
1,5 million pour !'octroi, en 1981 et 
198?., de bourses a des etudiants 
refugies du Tchad; 1 million a !'U­
NICEF pour un projet de reinstalla­
tion de personnes deplacees en Ou­
ganda. 

II faut le preciser, comme l'a fait 
M. Aubert, que 44% de !'aide bila­
terale de notre pays sera destinee 
cette annee a !'Afrique. L'an der­
nier, Ia Suisse y avait deja depense 
14 millions de francs suisses au titre 
de !'aide multilaterale et 4 millions 
pour les actions bilaterales, notam­
ment en Somalie, au Cameroun, au 
Soudan et au Zimbabwe. 

... etles USA 
285 millions de dollars 

Pour !'instant, le «maillot jaune >> 

de cette course aux contributions 
est porte par Mme Jeane Kirkpa­
trick, Ia nouvelle ambassadrice des 
Etats-Unis aupres de l'ONU qui 
rempla~ait a Ia Confe.rence de Ge­
neve le vice-president Bush. En an­
non~ant une contribution de 285 
millions de dollars pour les annees 
1981 et 1982, !'administration Rea­
gan entend manifestement dissiper 
le malaise suscite par Ia reduction 
d'un tiers de !'aide a l'etranger 
qu'elle preconise, ainsi que cer­
taines declarations qui semblaient 
indiquer un inflechissement de Ia 
politique americaine en Afrique 
australe en faveur de Pretoria. 

Aucune condition politique 
americaine 

Cette somme, qui ne sera assortie 
d'aucune condition politique a pre­
cise Mme Kirkpatrick, se repartit 
ainsi: 126,5 millions de dollars au 
profit de !'action en Afrique du 
Haut-Commissariat de l'ONU pour 
les refugies (HCR) et de Ia Croix­
Rouge internationale; 80,7 millions 
au titre de !'aide alimentaire; 65 
millions pour Ia reinstallation per­
manente de refugies en Afrique, et 
11,2 millions pour leur reinstalla­
tion aux Etats-Unis a raison de 3800 
personnes cette annee et 4100 !'an 
prochain. 

Cela dit, le montant appreciable 
annonce par les Etats-Unis ne com­
prend pas uniquement de !'argent 
frais puisqu'il inclut egalement leurs 
~~E!_ribut!on~.~-budget regulier du 
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Refugees in an impoverished land 
Djibouti's strategic significance should help it to win far more \Vestern aid 

From Graham Hancock 
in Djibouti 

PRESIDENT Hassan Gouled of 
the Republic of Djibouti re­
turned last week from a suc­
cessful visit to neighbouring 
Ethiopia and Kenya. Plans are 
now well advanced for a visit to 
Somalia within the next 10 
davs. In his summer house in a 
,-iliage oYerlooking the Red 
Sea. the President told me : 
"\Ve want to live at peace 
with both our· immediate 
neighbours and we feel it is 
our mission to do everything 
we can to improve relations be­
!wren them." 

Sandwiched between Somalia 
and Ethiopia, Djibouti is an 
important enclowre at the 
southern , neck of· the Red Sea. 
The 9.000 square miles repub­
lic faces the strategic Bab el 
Mandeb straits between the 
African mainland and South 
Yc•men. the Soviet Union's clo­
sest all\" on the Arabian Penin­
sula. Djibouti, with its large 
and relatively well equipped 
port, plays a growing part in 
containerisation, transhipment. 
and entrepot in regional tradP. 
Its ke~· strategic position has 
made it the focus of substan­
tial aid and goodwill from the 
West and from conservatiH', 
oil-rich Arab states 'which are 
determined to see that Djibouti 
does not join Ethiopia and 
South Yemen in the Soviet 
camp. 

Perhaps· because so many ury and on the local spending 
difl'erent powers hav.e .a stake of the 10,000 French expa­
in ensuring that Djibouti's nas- triate:;. 
cent free enterprise economy France is \he largest single 
prospers, this barren and hun- source of aid \o Djibouti, but 
gry land radiates a sense of other cc-un tries are showing in­
optimism that contrasts sharply terest. A meeting of potential 
with its still profound poyert"·· aiel donors was held at the end 
A flourishing banking sector of February to pan• the way 
thrives on the country's infor- for a pledging conference in 
mal way of doing business. in 1\ovember that will involve the 
the total absence of exchang(• main United :'\ations agencies.; 
controls and on the strength of the World Bank, the EEC, 
the Djibouti franc, which is France. Germany, the US, 
freely convertible and fully Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
covered by US dollar deposits Emirates, Iraq, Libya, and a 
held with the' French American number of other countries as 
Banking Corporation in New yet unsp~cified. 
York. Among the nc.n-French Wes-

By far the most visible tern donors, the American aid 
demonstration of the Wrstern programme, which has been 
investment in 'Djibouti's stabil- running at M.2 million a year 
ity is the French military pre- since independence, stands out 
sence. ·not much reduced in as significant. The US clearly 
numbers since independence in sees. its role here as confined 
1977. About 4,000 French to deYelopment assistance and 
troops are stationed here. refuge relief, and prefers for 

The re.lationship between the moment to eoncentrate its 
France and Djibouti is symbi.0- own military and strategic in­
tic - and not just at street vestments in nearby Somalia. 
level. Each needs the other Most Djibouti officials agree 
and care is taken bv both sides \hat. though Western aid will 
not to cause offence. On the always be important. assistance 
one hand, , Djibouti is by far from friends in the region 
\he most important building itself ma'' ultimately have a 
block in France's Indian Ocean more significant role in main­
policy. On the other hand, the taining the republic's saver­
tiny republic depends heavily eignty against any threat and 
on the subventions and balance in contributing to its economic 
of payments support that it re- development. Saudi Arabia, for 
eeives from the French treas- example, has already taken an 

interest in Djibouti and in the 
unlike! v event of a reduction of 
the French involvement. would 
be in a position to fill the 
,·acuum. Di.rect Saudi assist­
ance to Djibouti since -indepen­
dence totals $80 million. 

This. money has been ·given 
in a series of outright grants, 
some of it tied to specific prc­
jec\s, the rest in the form of 
balance of payments support. 
Djibouti is one of the world's 
poorest countries with the 
people (expatriates excluded) 
scraping by on an average of 
less \han £40 a year. 

. Saudi Arabia evinces a deter­
mination to help maintain Dji­
bouti's soverei,snty and also to 
play a role in reducing in­
\ ernal tensions by building up 
\he economy. In the Saudi 
view. a peaceful and pros­
perous Djibouti on speaking 
terms with all its neighbours 
will not only stay out of the 
Soviet camp hut will also play 
a positive part in counteracting 
the Soviet Union's activities in 
the Red Sea and the Indian 
Ocean. 

There are still several ques­
tion marks over the exact dir­
ection of Djibouti's future. The 
most obvious and pressing of 
these is the fact that one 
person in every five now living 
in the republic is a refugee. 
Most of the refugees are 

Somalis and are here because 
of the continuing hostilities be­
tween Somalia and Ethiopia. 

About 20,000 are conccn· 
trated in two camps outside the 
villages of Ali Sabieh and Dik­
hil. This has imposed a hea,·y 
strain on rural welfare services 
and on food distribution. The 
refugee problem has set back 
\he government's efforts to de­
velop a hinterland ignored dur­
ing the 114 years of French 
rule. 

President Hassan Gouled 

·· The growing number of re­
fugees in Djibouti constitutes a 
very real threat," the President 
said. "We are aware of the 
dangers and, wlth the help of 
aid from the international com-

1 munity, are doing everything 
we can to lessen them. The 
fact remains, however, that 
there can. be no true solution 1 o 
the problem until peace re­
turns to the whole region." 
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World hunger 
growsda11y 

These photos of the deteriorating food situation around the wortd are from 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), to illu­
strate the Fund raising Conference for Refugees that started recently in Ge­
neva, Switzertand. (Above), Starving refugees in a camp near Karamoja, 
Uganda. (Below left), A little Ethiopian child drinks water in the Jalalaksi 
refugee camp in Somalia, and (bottom right), some of the 90,000 Chadian 
refugees gather at a water point in Kousseri, Northern Cameroon. (Center 
right), A women in a graveyanl near Ahwaz, Iran, weep. for her husband 
who was killed during an Iraqi missile attack. Her children are with her and 
the one at center has fainted. 
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IZBEGLICE U AFRICI - EKONOMSKA DIMENZIJA 

SOPSTVENI RAZVOJ ZEMAWA UTOCISTA 
USTUKNUO PRED HUMANOSCU 

Kretanja stanovniltva iz ekonomskih i drugih razloga po pravilu 
imaju smer od lolih uslova lea boljim mogu~nostima. -· U 
Africi, taj Sllla' je ~ od uslova u kojima preti smrt bd gladi 
do.uslova koji su tek neito malo bolji 

KOLIKO stvamo ima izbeglica 
u Africi7 Na ovo pitanje telko da 
iko mole dati taean odgovor. 
Vlade afritklh zemalje dostavila 
su vilokom komesaru Ujedinjenih 
necije a lzbeglice IUNWOR) 
podatka o zvanitno reglstrovanim 
izbeglleana ne svojim teritorijima 
I ukupan broj lice van domovine 
procanlla ne pet mlllona, Ito je 
polovlne ukuPfiOII broja lzbeglica 
u IY8lU. Meilltim• dobri pozneva­
oci prilika smatraju da je ova 
procena uzdrfan!l i da stvernl broj 
izbeglica prameluje broj zvanitno 
registrovanih. 

Krhka privrede afritkih zeme­
lja nisu, niti te b.iti u nanju da 
same podnesu ovaj dodatni teret 
bez ozbiljnih posledica po razvoj i 
uslove llvota sopstveriog stanov­
riiltva. Pozivajua se na princip 
kolektivne mel'llnarodne oegovor· 
nosti, Ujedif1jana nacija su sazvale 
Me(!Unarodnu konferenciju za po­
mof izbeglicarna u Africi IICA· 
RA). na kojoj ta se u Zenevi od 9. 
do 1 0. eprila ova godine pokulati 
da obezbedi bar Cleo sredstava od 
·ukupoo 1,5 milijardu •. dolara za 

adovoljavanje 01novnih potreba i 
re§avanje problema afrltkih izbeg­
lice. 

Dokument a Konferenciju 
pod naslovom ,.Situacija sa izbeg­
licame u Africi I predlolene mere 
pomoti" . istite da je od 1.5 
milijardu dolara koliko je potreb­
no a reelizaciju programs prufa­
nja pomofl afritkim l!beglicama, 
neophodno odvojlti 450 miliona 
a preduzimanje hitnth mera 
1981. i 1982. godine: Ova svota · 
ukljutuje i 69,2 miliona dolara za 
obezbec1vanje sklonilta i hrane a 
nowprispele izbeglica. 

Za program dodatrie neposred· 
ne pomofi ja potrabno 511,1 
millona dolara, od tega je najveti 
deo namenjen obrazovanju 1104,1 
millona dolara), zdravstvu 198 
millona dolara), smeltaju 152.1 

,millona dolara) i drugim delat· 
nostime. Program ukljutuje i 
312,7 millona dolara za razlitite 
projekta namenjene jatanju priv­
rada afritklh drfava· lJ kojima 
borave izbegrtee. 

. Smatra . sa da u Sudanu ima 
_ilegalnih useljenika" isttf toliko 

koliko i zvanitno registrovanih, 
Ito stvera posabne telkote. Slitna 
je situacija i u Somaliji. Nepoznati 
su podeci o izbeglicama iz Jufne 
Afrika, kao i 0. licima koje IU li 
toku borbe a slobodu napustila 
5YOja ognjilta, 

Najteia situacija vlada, sva­
kako, na Rogu Afrika. Tokom 
proteklih mesecl stotine hiljada 
rnulkaraca, 1ena i dace slilo se u 
vet prenetrpene logora u Sornallji, 
Diibutiju i Sudanu, a mnogi su 
pronaili utotiita van organizo­
vanih naselja. U Somaliji, u ko)oj 
je broj itbeglice dostigao nevaro­
vatnu c:ifru od 1,540.000 osobe, 
svaki e,tvrti stanovnik je izbegli­
ca, dok u Dlibutiju oni·predstev­
ljaju 12 odsto ukupne populacije. 

Ni u .drugim krajevima kon· 
tinenta situacija nije mnogo bolja. 
GrecJanski rat u Caclu neterao je 
100 hiljada osobe da potrale 
utoti§ta u Kamerunu, Nigeriji i 
drugim zemljama Afrika, a isto 
toliko ljudl prdbeglo je krajem 
protle godine iz Uganda u Zair. 
Od 1975. godina do darias broj 
izbeglica u Africi povetavao se po 
prosetnoj stopi dnevno od 2.000 
osobe, iii 2-.S puta vile od 
·svetskog proseka. 

Kretanja mnovni~ i:z 'et<o­
nomskih i drugih razloga po 

Aftenposten, Norway 

pravilu imeju smer od lolih uslova 
ka boljim mogutnostime. U Afri· 
ci, tej smer je testo - od uslova u 
kojima Pfeti smrt od gladl, do 
uslova koji su tak nelto malo 
bolji. Ut4!St&km prebegavanja pra­
ko granica zbog ekonomsklh raz· 
loga je e.w pod uticajemJaktora 
srodnosti. C:::injenica je da kombi· 
nacija ova dva faktora adaje 
najvi§e problema. 

lzbeglica koje ostaju ven logora 
predstavljaju dodatno opteretenje 
za nacionalne programe pojecinlh 
amelja, kao !to su p-ograml 
cf~StJ:Ibucija hrane, zdravstvena 
nege i drugi. Vetina izbeglica 
potita l:z seoskih oblasti i ne 
poseduju znanja· i vettine koje bl 
im omogutile da se beva druglm 
poslovirna, tak i kada bi a to 
postojala mogutnosti. Stoga sa 
oni javljaju keo o§tra konku­
rencija lokalnom seoskom stanov­
niftw u pogledu ispa§e, kori!ltenja 
obradive zemlje i dobijanja posla. 
Konkurencija na onom ekonorn­
skom nivou na kome sa nalaze 
afritke zamlje utotifta ima ten· 
denc:iju da bude pogubna za obe 
strane. 

Naglo povetanja broja izbeglica 
kojih ja svakog dana sve vile, 
n&rnetnulo ja te~ak. taret privreda­
ma ze.malja utol:ifta... {ZC.-Pl 

16,5 mlllioner 111 
Alrlka-IIYklninaer 
Av JAN-ERIK SMILDEN 

Norge vii gi 16.5 millioner 
kroner til afrikanske flyktninger. 
Bel0pet skal tas fra utenriks­
departementets budsjett til ka­
tastrofehjelp. 

Bevilgningen er gitt i for­
bindelse med FNs konferanse 
for afrikanske flyktninger som 
apnes •i Geneve i formiddag. 
Norsk delegasjonsleder er stats­
sekreta:r Johan J0rgen Holst. 

Konferansen er kommet i 
stand blant annet etter afri­
kansk press. Halvparten av ver­
dcns flyktninger befinner seg i 
Afrika. og de afrikanske landene 

mener at deres problemer har 
fatt alt for lite oppmerksomhet, 
sammenliknet med blant annet 
de vietnamesiske batflyktninge­
ne. Flyktninge-problemet i In­
dokina ble behandlet pa en FN­
konferanse for halvannet ar si­
drr:. 

OrganisasJonen av afrikanske 
stater OAU har bedt om hjelp 
na til sammen seks milliarder 
kroner. Et slikt bel0p er nod­
vendig for a unnga flyktning­
ekatastrofer i tida som kommer. 
H0ykommissa:ren i Geneve og 
andre FN-orgnaisasjoner har bi­
dratt med fjerdeparten. Frem­
deles mangler dct 4.5 milliarder 

kroner. noe man haper verdens· 
land vii bevilge i l0pet av de to 
konferanseclagene i Geneve. 

Det er tvilsomt om afrikaner­
ne vii fil. sa myc som de ber om, 
men trolig vii det bli bevilget 
milliardbel0p. Pengene vii bli 
brukt til hjclpearbeide i de 25 
land i Afrika hvor det opphol­
der seg flyktninger. 

Det afrikanske flyktninge­
problemet er sva:rt alvorlig. De 
fleste flyktningene lever pa et 
eksistensminimum, og sykdom 
og nod heljer overalt. Spesielt il­
le er det pa Afrikas Hom hvor 
man na blant annet trues av en 
ny stor t0rkekatastrofe. 
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Conclusa la conferenza 
sui profughi in Africa 

A Ginevra vari Paesi hanna promesso numerosi contri­
buti per i rifugiati net continente nero - All'incontro 
umanitario erano assenti I'URSS e Paesi socialisti 

GINEVRA, 11 
La Conferenza internazionale per 1' As· 

sistenza ai profughi in Africa e giunta 
alia conclusione dei due giorni d1 lavuri 
praticamente raggiungendo, se non su· 
perando gli obiettivi che si era prefissi. 

Gli impegni di contributi supplemen· 
tari ai programmi delle organizzazao­
ni umanitarie sono superiori ai 5ll0 rru· 
lioni di dollar! richiesti per i prossimi 
18 mesi. E tutto lascia ben sperare an­
che per i programmi a lunga scadenza, 
quelli dei prossimi 4-5 anni, che secon­
do !'Alto Commissariato delle Nazioni 
Unite per i profughi (UNHCR) coste­
ranno, nell'assieme, circa un miliardo e 
200 milioni di dollari. 

Alia Conferenza- presieduta dal segre­
tario generale dell'ONU Kurt Wa1dheim 
- hanna partecipato delegazioni cl1 •.ma 
novantina di Paesi, dell'Organizzazio­
ne per l'Unita Africana (OUA) e del· 
!'Alto Commissariato per i Rifugiati. 

Con interventi prolungatisi fino alia 
tarda serata di ieri, i rappresentanti di 
numerosi Paesi hanna ricordato le gra­
vi condizioni in cui versano circa 5 mi· 
lioni di persone fuggite dalle zone di 
eonflitti in varie regioni dell' Africa per 
rifugiarsi in Paesi della stesso conti­
nente che sono tra i piu poveri del man­
do e che gia soffrono per le carestie, 
per Ia siccita e per condizioni sanitarie 
precarie. Per ogni due profughi nel 
mondo - e stato detto - uno e afri· 
cano. Ed un africano su ottanta e pro­
fuga. 

Alia conferenza, nonostante i1 triste 
problema all'esame, non sono mancati 
incidenti, anche se di scarso rilievo. 
Ad esempio, da parte di alcuni Paesi 
Arabi, vi e stata un'azione di proiesta 
per Ia presenza di Israele. Qualche de· 
legazione, per manifestare Ia sua oppo· 

sizione, non ha voluto presenziare aHa 
parte inaugurale dell'incontro. La Libia 
e arrivata al punta di ritirare la wa 
partecipazione, pur essendo gia arriva­
ta a Ginevra un'apposita rappresen­
tanza. 

In numerosi discorsi e stato espres­
so rammarico per, l'assenza di Unione 
Sovietica e dei Paesi socialisti (salvo 
Cuba, presente in quanta Paese non 
allineato, ed il Vietnam) ad un incon­
tro umanitario al quale erano stati in­
vitati. Rammarico esteso anche al man­
cato contributo degli stessi Paesi allo 
sforzo finanziario per assistere milioni 
di persone, in maggioranza donne e 
bambini, che versano nelle condiziuni 
piu disperate. 

Tra i contributi piu consistenti an­
nunciati alia Conferenza vi sono quelli 
degli Stati Uniti, con 285 milioni di dol­
lari ripartiti negli anni 1981 e 1982, del­
l'Arabia Saudita, con 30 milioni d1 d~Jl· 

lari e della Germania Federale con 40 
milioni. 

Anche il contributo dell'Italia - an­
nunciato dal sottosegretario agli Eeste­
ri Costantino Belluscio nel suo od1erno 
intervento - non e certamente trascu­
rabile: si tratta di 15 milioni di dolla­
ri, in aiuti alimentari, sanitari ed al­
l'agricoltura, cui si aggiungono due mi­
lioni che vanno direttamente ail'Alto 
Commissariato per i Profughi oltre alle 
somme gia stabilite in precedenza. In­
fine, altri 11,2 milioni di dollari sono 
l'equivalente della partecipazione ita­
liana del 12 per cento all'aiuto di circa 
68 milioni di dollari della Comunita 
Economica Europea, nel suo assieme. 

Complessivamente, l'Italia dara :'.8,2 
milioni di dollari nel 1981 per aiutare 
i profughi dell'Africa. 
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V andaag hulpkonferentie in Geneve 

Afrika vraagt hulp voor 
vijf miljoen vluchtelingen 

De bootvluchtelingen van Zuidoost-Azie 
en, vorig jaar, de massale exodus van Cuba­
nen naar de Verenigde Staten, waar ze 
(aanvankelijk) entoesiast verwelkomd wer­
den in tegenstelling tot de zwarte Hai'tia­
nen die nog steeds met terugsturing naar 
diktator ,Baby Doc" Duvalier worden be­
dreigd, zijn twee vluchtelingenproblemen 
die heel wat aandacht hebben getrokken. 
Waarbij werd vergeten dat de toestand in 
Afrika op dat gebied dramatisch aan het 
worden is. En om die problemen in de 
aktualiteit te brengen wordt vandaag en 

0rgen in Geneve een Internationale kon­
- ~rentie over hulp aan vluchtelingen in 
Afrika UCARAJ gehouden. 

Van Afrikaanse zijde werd niet ten onrechte 
geklaagd dat het aantal vluchtelingen op het 
zwarte kontinent vee! talrijker is - in totaal telt 
Afrika vijf miljoen vluchtelingen op een totaal 
van tien miljoen in de hele wereld - maar dat 
niettemin de meeste hulp naar elders ging. Zij re­
kenden uit dat vorig jaar door de hulporganiza­
ties van de Verenigde Naties en andere instellin­
gen 50 dollar per hoofd aan Aziatische vluchte­
lingen werd gespendeerd en slechts 22 dollar per 
Afrikaan. 

Die kritiek heeft er al toe geleid dat de hoge 
.kommissaris van de Verenigde Naties, Paul 
Hartling, dit jaar de helft van zijn budget in Afri­
ka zal besteden, wat beantwoordt aan de verhou­
ding Afrikaanse vluchtelingen op het totaal, 
tegenover vorig jaar slechts een vierde. De Afri­
kaanse staten slaagden er ook in via de algeme­
ne vergadering van de Verenigde Naties de 
sekretaris-generaal, Kurt Waldheim, aan te spo­
ren tot het organizeren van een biezondere 
hulpkonferentie omdat de gewone hulpverle­
ning verre van toereikend is daar de grootste 
pt'oblemen zich voordoen in Ianden die er in nor­
male tijden maar nauwelijks in slagen te overle­
ven. 

Waldheim is op dat verzoek ingegaan, en in sa­
menwerking met de Organizatie voor Afrikaan­
se Eenheid en de Hoge Kommissaris voor vluch­
telingen van de VN werden de lidstaten en 
organizaties allerhande opgeroepen vandaag in 
Geneve samen te komen. Gehoopt wordt dat er 
zowat 40 miljard B fr. spoedhulp zal kunnen 
worden bijeengebracht. 

VS-Sovj etunie 
Verwacht wordt dat de Verenigde Staten, die 

om hun imago in Afrika wat op te vijzelen na hun 
pro-Zuidafrikaanse koerswending vice-presi­
dent Bush uitsturen, zich even genereus zullen 
tonen als onlangs op de hulpkonferentie voor 
Zimbabwe in Salisbury, waar zij onverwacht met 
225 miljoen dollar over de brug kwamen. Van de 
Sovjetunie wordt gevreesd dat zij evenmin als in 
Salisbury geld op tafel zal leggen. In Salisbury 
kon dat nog worden uitgelegd als een uiting van 
ongenoegen over de uiterst koele houding van 
de marxistische premier Mugabe tegenover de 
Sovjetunie, die tijdens de bevrijdingsoorlog op 
zijn rivaal Joshua Nkomo wedde, maar het argu-

ment dat de Sovjetunie niet dient te betalen voor 
de ellende die volgens haar het gevolg is van het 
westerse kolonialisme is biezonder zwak. Des te 
meer daar ook de Sovjetunie niet elke verant­
woordelijkheid kan worden ontzegd voor de 
strubbelingen die zich met een bijna trieste 
regelmaat in Afrika voordoen. 

De laatste in de reeks konflikten was de bur­
geroorlog in Tsjaad, die eind vorig jaar voorlopig 
eindigde door de interventie van Ubie aan de zij­
de van president Goukouni Oueddei. Die oorlog 
joeg 300.000 tot 400.000 mensen de grenzen over. 
Zowat 266.000 inwoners van Tsjaad staken de 
Charirivier over naar Cameroun, 7.000 vonden 
een toevlucht in de Centraal-Afrikaanse Repu­
bliek en ruim 100.000 in Nigeria. Een niet bekend 
aantal bevindt zich in Soedan, van waaruit de 
verslagen Tsjaadse minister van Defensie His­
sen Habre de strijd tegen president Oueddei 
hoopt voort te zetten. 

Hoorn 
Dat kan het arme Soedan bijkomende last 

bezorgen mochten troepen van Tsjaad en Ubie 
de rebellen over de grens be ginn en te achtervol­
gen, een Soedan dat ten gevolge van de oorlogen 
in de Hoorn van Afrika al voor bijna 500.000 
vluchtelingen dient te zorgen. Deze zijn vanaf de 
revolutie van 1974 in Addis Abeba uit Ethiopia en 
uit Eritrea, ten gevolge van de hevige gevechten 
tussen de Eritrese opstandelingen en het Ethio­
pische Ieger, de Soedanese grens be ginn en over­
steken. Ook Djibouti heeft zijn dee! - 42.000 
mensen - gekregen en de vluchtelingen maken 
daar nu 12 t.h. van de bevolking uit. Het meest 
dramatisch is de toestand in Somalia dat sedert 
1978, toen Ethiopia de provincie Ogaden op het 
Somalische Ieger heroverde, ongeveer 1,3 mil­
joan Somali's uit de Ogaden opving. 

In zuidelijk Afrika is met de onafhankelijkheid 
van Zimbabwe de toestand vee! verbeterd. Naar 
Botswana, Mozambique en Zambia gevluchte 
mensen werden in het voorbije jaar grotendeels 
gerepatrieerd. Maar dan zijn er nog de kwestie­
Namibie en de apartheid in Zuid-Afrika, waar­
door tienduizenden naar Angola, Lesotho, Swazi­
land, Mozambique, Zambia en zelfs tot in Ghana 
en Algiers zijn gevlucht. 

Alhoewel in Centraal-Afrika de situatie de 
laatste tijd rustig is gebleven, zijn er nog belang­
rijke vluchtelingenproblemen ten gevolge van 
eerdere konflikten. Zo Ieven er nu 234.590 Rwan­
dese vluchtelingen in Burundi, dat op zijn beurt 
130.000 burgers in Tanzania heeft Ieven, terwijl 
ook Oeganda 78.000 Rwandese vluchtelingen telt. 
En door de interne strubbelingen in Zaire en de 
wederzijdse subversieve akties tussen Angola en 
Zaire zijn nogmaals tienduizenden naar de 
buurlanden gegaan. 

Om al die verplaatste personen niet aileen de 
elementaire noodhulp te kunnen geven, maar 
ook de middelen om zichzelf in Ieven te houden 
en om zich - ingeval repatriering niet mogelijk 
is - te integreren in hun nieuwe woongebied, 
wordt de huidige konferentie georganizeerd. 

PAUL VANDEN BAVIERE 
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SOCIETE 

Afrique: le continent 
des r6fugi6s 

I 

Chasses par les guerres, les revolutions et Ia famine, 5 millions d'hommes, 
de femmes et d'enfants sont en q uete d'un asile. Somalie, Ethiopie, 

Zimbabwe, Cameroun: Sylviane Stein revient des camps de Ia desolation. 

Dt notre en~o~ee spfciale 

A 
friaue 19S 1 : sur .lOO millions 
d'hat>:tants, 5 nuillons. d enfants, 
de fe17!me~ et d'he>mmes. bal­
icltte~ d'un QOCJt du continent a 

r:..utre, chercheilt refuge. De guerre 
d'indcpendance en coup d'Etat, de 
co;;flit fr.atricide en revolution p~us ou 
mo.ins orc~e-tree, de se·;::heresse abo­
m:nable en famir,e galc>pantc, .Ja moitie 
de~ refugi~ dt Ia p:ancte wrvit ou 
meu:c en Afrique, ignorec des bien­
nourri.,. En zigzag. j'::t; parcouru cet 
enfer incenain que J'o::l;·s~ee des '' boat 
pwpk ,, d'Asie tendait a faire oc~blier. 

Temperature moyenne : 42''. La 
regi0n du Gedo. au nord-ouest de 
Mogadiscio. en Svma!ie, est une four­
naisc exempla:re 'Depuis 1a capitale, 
ii faut huit heurcs de Land Rover sur 

A1c ?iste de ~aucbemar - pierraille, 
cnussee roch;o·use. sable ro'Jge tourbil­
Jonnant - pour rejoindre Lugh. Cest 
rune des cinq airecs d'accueil des refu­
gte~ de l'Ogaden ethiopien. des 
nomade> eleveurs de chevres et de 
dromad3.ir~ qui fuient L guerre. Sur 
k chemin, jailh>ant de la brousse, des 
'ilhouettes fantomatiques, une long-ue 
badine sur :·epaule. tentent d'arreter 
la voiture. Le doigt po~e sur !a levre 
inferieure. une calebasse brandie. des 
hornmes et des enfants aux yeux fie­
vreux mendient un peu d'eau ... II y a 
!cngtemps que la Somalie a oublie 
]'existence de Ia pluie. 

Le camp : des hunes arrondies en 
igloo au milieu du desert. Sous ces 
abris de branchag~ recouverts d'une 
toil<.> ruus~ie ou d'une natre vivent 
454 000 persvnnes. reparties en huit 
villages ' Un record. mais. en Somalie, 
les camps n'en nnissenr pas de debor­
der. Aux ccltts de 4 miilions de Soma­
liens, il y a aujourd'hui 1 m)f!!dh 
d '.Enliopiens n§partis , dans trente-trois 
camp5, sans parier d" tous Jes refugies 
qui sont egan?s sur Je 1erritoire, 

300 000, 500 000, 700 000. qui sait ? 
Les chiffre;; astronomiaues de Ia misere 
perdent leur ~em. Ju~qu'e.n decembre 
dernier. c'est au rythme de 20 000 par 
je>ur que Jes fugitifs penetraient dans 
le pays. DepUis janvier. les entrees 
quotidiennes S0D( tomhfes a 4 000. 

Ce jour-la. a Ban Mundul, le plus 
recent camp du Gedo, il y a 350 nou­
veaux arrives. Des femmes, des vieil­
lard~ et surtout des enfant> : 60 '7c 
de, refu(!ies ont moim de 15 ans. 

Fatirn~ Mohamed Abdi a 23 ans, 
un bebe sur les bras et ... cinq autres 
enfants, dont J'aine a 9 ans. C'est une 

Refugies rchadiens 
a Kousseri (Cameroun). 

-
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Marahan. une nomade d'ethnie soma­
he qui est •Ia depuis qu·elques heures 
a peine, ecrasee de chaleur, sans autre 
protection contre le solei! qu'un turban 
noir sur la tete. « Depuis rEthio­
pie, racome-t-elle, j'ai marche deux 
semaine::. jusqu'a un camp a !a fron­
tiere, avec des femmes de rna famille 
et les enfants, en buvant juste un peu 
d'eau et sans rien trouver a manger. » 
Apres deux jours dans un camp de 
transit, Je groupe a ete achemine en 
camion ven. Lugh, par le haul-commis­
sariat des Nations unies pour les refu 
gies (H.c.r.), qui coordonne !'aide 
internationale en Somalie comme dans 
dix-sept autres pays d'Afrique. 

Recits de tueries, de troupeaux cap­
tures par des Boronas (tribu ethio­
pienne) armes de fusils : recits nou­
veaux. Jusqu'alors, l'agresseur designe 
etait le soldat ethiopien ou I'avion 
sovietique. C'est par l'intermediaire 
d'un interprete officieux que nous 
decouvrons cet aspect inedit de la 
guerre. Mefiante a l'egard des traduc­
te.urs officie.ls, l'equipe suisse qui admi­
nistre toute J'aide. sanita!re de Ia region 
a trouve. pour nous guider, un adoles­
cent qui parle parfaitement anglais. 
Abdi, 13 ans, tout droit sorti d'une 
« boarding school ~ de Nairobi, est 
un refugie kenyan. 

Abdi tra.duit vite et bien. Peut-etre 
trop ·bien pour la police politique du 
camp, qui l'interpelle et le frappe. a 
quelques metres d'un dispensaire que 
nous sommes en train de visiter ... Il est 
vraisemblablement preferable. pour la 
propagande somalienne, de designer 
l'ennemi sous le masque unique de 
I' Armee e:thiopienne. 

Hans Ruedi Bachmann, cet insti­
tuteur suisse d'une cinquantaine d'an­
nbes qui coordonne !'assistance aux 
refugies du Geck> au nom du H.c.r. 
craint, pour apres notre depart, des 

---+ 



~'Opinion, ~orocco 

Mll.l\\li\1\lli·\11\1\BIIIIil 
LES NOUVEAUX 

DAMN]S DE LA TERRE 
Ils sont cinq millions, vornis de leur teiYe 

nataJe .Pourtant reputee accueillante qu:, pour 
un sombre potentat qui a cause de Ia secheress~ 
Us sont les damnes de l'hosp:taliere terre d' Afri 
que ces femmes, ces vieillards, ces enfants 
mais aussi ces hommes qui, de nuit ou de jour, 
ont plie un mince bagage pour de. nouvea_ux·h<?· 
rlzons. Oh, pas tres lointains, mals comb1en d1f 
ficiles a atteindre. Ils ont trctverse des fleuves, 
brave Ia nature. Ils etaient indifff!cents au 
froid et a Ia chaleur implacables. Pour eux, seul 
comptait fuir. Quitter l'enfer et Ia tourmente 
pour quelque havre de paix. 

On en c_omptait pres d'un million en 1970. 
Leur nombre a aujourd'hui quintuple. Et rien 
n'y faisant, ce nombce continuera de croitre. 

At'tuellement, un refugie sur deux est afri­
cain. 

te probleme des rHugies est l'un des au­
tres maux de I' Afrique. Un de ceux que les Afri 

tion di't egalement a Ia terrible secheresse qui 
a s~vi de 1968 a 1973. 

Du sort des refugies en Afrique, l'opinio.ll 
inte.:nati.onale ne s'en emeut point ou presque. 
Lointaine de Ia toute proche Afrique, !'Europe 
demeure insensible au drame faute, il faut \8 
dire, d'information. 

L'OUA, !'institution au sein de laquelle doit 
etre trouve le remede est, on le sait, tiraillee 
par le~ nombreux problemes du continent Des 
problemes souvent marginaux et qui ·rt>leguent 
les plus pressants, les plus important8 au se­
cond plan. 

C'est, le 25 novembre 1980, l'assemblee ~­
net'ale de l'ONU, qui decide de convoquer une 
conference internationale sur Ies refugies en 
Afrique. Une manifestation de solidarite qui a 
atteint certes ses objectifs mais qui ne saurait 
constituer un Jeu.-re pour l' Afrique. Car, com­
me nous le dit si justement M. A. Baddou, !'as­
sistance aux refugies ne saurait etre institution· 

cains ignorent ou feignent d'ignorer. Le plus 
lourd, certainement, de consequences. ~t, sa­
chanc les faihles revenus de Ia quasi-tota~~te <~:e.s 
~ays d' Afrique, 1' on ne pou•.:-ra1t q~e. s Inqme· 
ter et apprehender Ies <!leas quot1d1ens de Ia 
nouvelle existence des refugies. 

11~ • -.nt 1 540 000 .en Svmalie. 490 000 au SO\}· 
dan et forment 12 % de Ia population a DJ1 

bouti. Persecutees ou deplacees, ces populatiOns 
ne connaissent jamais de repit. Loin s'en faut. 
Leur vie : un cauchemar, leur destin : l'exil, Ia 
souffrance et Ia famine quotidienne. 

En butte hier a l' exaction ou victimes ~e Ia 
secheresse, les refugies en Afrique sont aUJOU'C· 
d'hui exposes a Ia maladie. 

L' Afrique, un continent, a ce niveau eclat<>. : 
Cinq millions d'etres qu'a chasses, Jes. eparp1l· 
!ant c;a et Ia, les souffles des guerres civiles ou 
fratricides. Un deplacement massif de popula-

nelle et seules les solutions permanentes con­
stituent le rem~e appropri~. 

Des campagnes d'information et de sensibi­
lisation doivent etre entreprises, d'abord, au ni­
veau africain. Elles pet:mettront aux Arricains 
de prendre conscience de l'ampleur" du drame 
et de ses origines. Par dela les solutions provi­
voires, les gouvernements africain; se doivent 
de rechercher, a moyen ou a long teorme, celles 
a meme "de resoudre definitivement le probleme 
des refugtes. 

A !'evidence, seule une action au niveau de 
l'OUA et qui viserait a mettre fin aux guerres 
que se livrent les Africains entre eux pourrait 
a•rrter l'exode massif des populations. 

Et si les deserts ne sauraient en l'etat actuel 
de Ia technologic, redevenir fertiles pour que 
reviennent s'y etablir leurs populations, une ~c­
tion conjuguee des Africains en faveur de la 
paix et de Ia concorde metlrait un ~erme a l'inef. 
fable m~re des refugies en Arrique. 

Mustafa N"ASSTRJ 
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!'assistance aux refugih d 'Afrique X. 1 
QUELQUES REFLUIONS SUR LA CONFERENCE DE GEI\IEVE I 

A l'issue de la conference 
Internationale sur l' As~~>tance 
aux Refugies d 'Afrique (voir 
«le Renouveau nt756) qui s'est 
tenue a Geneve les 9 et 10 avril 
sous l'egide de l'ONU, ue l'OUA 
et du Haut Commissariat des 
Nat ions Unies pour les Refugies 
(H.C.R.),la Communaute Inter· 
nationale a promis des contri­
butions s'elevant a 560 millions 
de dollars u.s. Quelques refle­
xioilll e'imposent sur cette confe­
rence de la solidarite avec notre 
continent .Remarquons tout d 'a­
bord que sur le!! 560 millionsJes 

Etats-Unis contribuent pour plus 
de la moitie de ce montant, avec 
285 millions.La C.E.E.avec 68 
millions, la R.F.A. avec 
34,5 millions, le Japon avec. 33 
millions et !'Arabie ~aoudite avec 
30 millions suivent loin derriere 
les U.S.A. Pour evaluer cette 
assistance, comparons la avec 
d 'autres gestes recents envers 
d'autres situations.L'annee der­
niere ,une conference d 'aide au 
Cambodge a nSuni 600 millions 
de dollars, soit un peu plus que 
pour les refugies d'Afrique.IJ y a 
en 1981

1
5 millions de refugies en 

Afrique repartis sur plus de 25 
pays.Au mois de mars de cette 
annee, une conference d'aide 
economique au Zimbabwe avait 
enregistre des promesses pour 
plus d'l milliard de dollars. 

Force et de constater que Ia 
cause des refugies africains n 'est 
pas aussi mobilisatrice q'u 'elle 
devrait l'etre.A Geneve , de 
nomhreux pays n'ont fait que 
figurer tandis que d 'autres 
ne se sont meme pas deranges 
pour observer comme ils l'avaient 
fait pour le Camhodge et les Boat 
People vietnamiens. 

Les Africains n'ont pas bien 
compris J'absence, inexpliquee 
jusqu'ici des representants des 

·.pays socialistes europeens a l'ex­
eeption de Ia Y ougoslavie .Cette 
absence des socialistes a d'ailleurs 
fait 1 'oh_jet de commentaires 

~:~.~.::·1~~-.;·_\~~~~ ... h~ ~~;. f-1t-;.,·t rt{":~ 
L~~ 

~-1!~~ ::~L-~t.::·:· ~~ne te~un 
~~{,(: ';lt.1pj.~~i:: {J::.1f r~aicrventi~-=)jj ;J. 
·~-•-2;-. ::-;.~ J:..~ ~a~i.:.t·/ r:---; ~1e· !~ Just~c~ 

du i3umr.di i'ri_],aurent "'lz~yima­
n~).t:::~sT;e ~:on . ;:;_l.h>rd,e ie. ch~l­
pl~;~~ r~e ia r'~lpart~t~nn (!~s u.o~-··:is 
·prorn~s ~ li~ c~.;,rlf~~t:nu et ~~~:. 

~<'<:<:'~'- g~~ner:Je, ~~ p.rohit-'1'{' dell 

e(1s ,:e3 rC.ft:.gif~ r~~·~n!s du Tl'l•ad 
dU ~;~ l\)~2d0n q;_I·~ l~~nx phfs 
ar:r· k~na \'eiHJ3 ~ f~ N :n:nihlt: en 
/~~.!1~uhi .. 3! !t~ Bulti~tdi qui cnt!:~ptt"" 
p:~.S tlc_ !!n(LOtlft ri;,ftt~~it~ ae t(l" .. 

t;olt du k i .(~ J{. ~ q Uf' 6 ~oilars p:.er 
~tn tot par fefugj:~·~c~e5t part:e que' 
ia rmmmuillute internalionale 
ot:blie !es refugit--5 ancien~ parce 
qu'il y a de plm recer.L,; qu1 snsd­
tenl p~us f.~\~~:rr-Ptinn __ , ~ 

.t:n rcaJite, i~ pruhlhne (ks. 
rCfugiC_; Jerri! s\tppre-~jr:r 3 inoyen 
l"t & lor.,g term~ , pan:e qut- te 
refutit: iJoit e~re aiJC a_ St~rvjvre 
malo:- i.l £':n.-t surtol_'t l'oi.dcr :~ 
"''i-nstaller et a retrouver nne vie 
aormale .C'es! an: si que le verita­
ble pwhleme es1 c~lui de ia pres­
sion de-s refugies sur la popula.-. 
;_ion d ·ac.::uri! , !!'if son &-anomie 
et son cspace "1t~l . 

l'n pays wmme le Cameroun 
ou le Sm1tiim qui ont accuei.lli 
rL4_~emment !e:> victimes des guer­
re-s t:iVi.J<"S de leur region respecti­
ve •:omptt'n.t sur de lar~es eten-

dues dl~ tHres; cultivuhles pour 
ins:aller leur!' r{~fugie:odl!! sen-... , 
tin:mt moi."l.s lt>ur pmus qu un 
p::n~ wmme le Bmu.J.di qui doit 
:.tbserher 200.0tH} pc-rwnne::: sur 
w1 territoire r£-duit, J~£ infrastru-
l ·'qr·~ sm·iale,s a ia dirnension ~ t.. • t,::.... - • 

de SI'S moyens et tme org~msa-
. · · ·~·-tJ-ee•u~ tJO!l SOClO-(-C0I1()fillltu'-' £ f..<_.._ ' u $. 

re I.TavaEI 1h: b ter.-e-.On o!!f:,he 
znu~·e!li" que Jes r.?fug-;e~ rcpre~~n­
tt:nt plus rle 6% d~ 'a popubti,Jn 
tolale J~ '~e p:!)'S.C~~'Jui-ci, IU~t\~H~ 
deil effortH !o,iahles et une part 
d!.: hudget sodd(Educntkm ,S.:m­
tC.,Prmnotion soeiale }Qui repn'­
st"nte pre:s de 50% du huJget tie 
I'EtaL scolari~. moim de 30%· 

_,des enfantr. scoiarisahles , eompte 
:;, l meJecin ptlur 34.000 h:iliitantil 
e( un inffrm1er pour 16.000 
hahitants:te refugie wnr;titue 
pour c.r ~cteur unt" charge de 
plus ~n plus !ourde, sam p:nier 
dez effetg darw ie domaine de 
l'emploi. 

U v. a l!eru!ralement tme 
tendanc~ da~ b conummaute 
internationale que l'on ne pense 
pas a cen.x qui ne crient pns 
~s._<;ez fort. L'Africain a souvent 
tendan.ce a aider son frere dans 
b di.serdion , et plus on est :tc­
cueillant envers l'etranger plus on 
aiti.re les mallieureux, voire fes 
moins rnaL~eureax.A ce propo~S, 
ne peut-on pas etre Iegitimement 
ncr que ies ressortissants des 
paya voisins n'ayant pas ie glatui 
de reft!Jties et n'ayant aucune 
raison de s'en redaruer. aiment 
bien ven!r ch<"rcher m1 empioi 
dans notre pays pour y vivre ? 

Come ~-fikaza 



Paese Sera, :taly 9.4.81 

Siete fetici? Certo 
Volete restare qui? No 
DAR ES SALAAM, aprile 
- Due ore di volo su un 
piccolo turbo-elica da Dar 
es Salaam a Tabora, nel­
l 'interno, a Occidente, ed 
altre due ore su una 
land-rover che arranca sul­
le piste in terra battuta tor­
mentate e disfatte dalle 
piogge. Siamo {inalmente a 
Ulyankulu, ne distretto di 
Urambo, dove e sorto un 
villaggio di alcune migliaia 
di profughi burundesi, re­
golarmente registrato dal 
governo, al pari di tutti gli 
altri centri abitati della 
Tanzania. Si ha immedia­
tamente l 'impressione che 
qui, l 'atmosfera politica sici 
profondamente diversa da 
quella truce che grava sul 
Sudan. Ma non e da pensa­
re che qui si nuoti nell'o­
ro. 

Chi sono questi projughi? 
Sono Wahutu fuggiti dal 
Burundi nel1972, guando su 
queste misere tri u di con­
tadini si abbatte, dopo una 
lunga feroce guerra, l 'ulti­
ma delle grandi persecu­
zioni dei loro secolari nemi­
ci, i pastori Watutsi. Dice 
un gwvane che parla un 
buon frtlncese appreso nel­
le sciuJle secondarie: cMi 
salvai nascondendomi sot­
to un cumulo di morti e fe­
riti, caduti sotto i colpi di 
armi da fuoco e di lance•. 
Una carneficina di cui l'o­
pinione pubblica mondiale 
ha avuto qilalche nozione 
lontani echi di eventi orren: 
di. •Oggi - conclude - i 
contadini, nel Burundi, vi­
vono bene ma per gli intel­
lettuali, vivere nel Burun­
di, e impossibile•. E lui si 
considera un intellettuale. 
L 'apparente contraddizio­
ne (1 contadini hutu che vi­
vreb~ero beJ'!-e in un paese 
~ommato da1 pastori tutsi) 
1nduce a domandare se il 
nostro interlocutore abbia 
mai pensato ad un'inte$a 
t~a poveri hutu e poveri tut~ 
s1 (che - conferma - ci 
sono, e molti). Ma e una 

domanda che forse "potreb­
be porre, al P_ari di.. noi, un 
marz1ano. Si vecfe dallo 
sguardo, sorpreso, allibito 
del giovane mterpellato. 

La Tanzania e un paese 
magnifico, dalle coste as­
sai belle, e Ia provincia di 
Tabora e alta, fresca, dove 
domina una lussureggiante 
vegetazione subequatoria­
le. Ma la Tanzania e pove­
ra e ai suoi 18 milioni di 
abitanti si devono aggiun-
,., .. n i 1t:fl 'l"'n·iln n .. n-f"urrJ..4 

di Piero Quaglierini 

cente arrivati dalf'U!Jfl,nda. 
Ora, pero - dice il mi7)i­
st:o deflli Intenti;' Mtthiddln 
K•:ma;no - gli ugande.s' cb­
mmclano a tomarelrielUt>lv­
ro patria •libetatti•: NlM'e 
piu come· nel :pemc:fo':"che 
si concluse nel· 1974;iqtiando 
i pmfughi · a1"T'Wavano·· in 
massa:. Ora vengono st.•dal 
Malawi, dallo ··Zaire, dal 
~ud Africa e perfino dalle 
1Sole Comore 1M a piccoli 
gruppi. Siamo poveri ..­
contmua il ·ministro- e at­
tendiamo un indispensi'Jbtle 
contributo di 11 milioni di 
d~llari dalla. Confef'enza di 
Gmevra; Abbiamo distri­
buito Ia ·terra ai p:ofughi, 
quattro mda chtlometri 
quadrat{, e stanziato 9 mi­
lion~ di scellini pf!r e.inque 
anm. Per ora, de1 150 mila 

profughi (dei quali 74 mila 
provenienti dal Burundi) 
solo i 30 mila di Mishamo 
sono autostifficienti. Ecco 
cquello dei profughi e un 

.Pt:oblema mternazionale 
l 'mtera comunita mondiale 
deve farsene carico•. E 
una frase che si sentira 
spesso ripetere, un monoto­
no ritornello. 

R governo di Julius NJJe­
rere basa la sua politrca 
estera •sull 'amiciziacon 
tutte le nazioni, sulla Iotta 
a tutte le forme di colonia­
lismo, neocolonialismo 
apartheid e discriminazio: 
ne razziale, sulla ricerca 
dell 'unita africana, della li­
berta e dell 'indipendenza, 

e sui principi del non-alli­
neamento e del buon vici­
nato•. In materia di profu­
·ghi, ha messo in prattca 
qlfeS!i Pt:i~ipii. Ha offerto 
aJ rifugratr burundesr an­
che (a possibilita di acqui­
stare la nazionalita tanza­
niana. E uno sforzo lodevo­
le che non e pero bastato 
a meritarsi nemmeno Ia 
p~u breve delle segnalazio­
m da parte della grande 
stampa internazionale. E 
tuttavia, per rifarsi a quan­
ta diceva il ministro degli 
Intel!li, n~ancl~ questa 
manifestazwne d1 generosi­
ta puo costituire Ia soluzio­
ne di un problema che ca­
ratterizza questa fine di se-

colo come l'epoca in cui tu­
multuosamente, senza al­
cun ordine apparente, si 
presentano in modo travi­
co, ora per i piu debolt e 
domani per una opionione 
pubblica •sviluppata• ma 
tuttora distratta, i conti di 
uno stato di cose incivile 
durato troppo a lungo, se­
coli di saccheggio e di pra­
tica imposizione della piu 
abissale ignoranza. 

Una donna che, bambino 
sulla schiena, sta zappet­
tando davanti alla sua ca­
panna, risponde di non sa­
pere quanti anni ha. Che 
sia giovane lo sa ma di cer­
to non se lo domanda. • Se­
guita a far figli - ne ha 

gia sei - e tanto basta. 
L'•intellettuale• che ci par­
la dice che qui Ia terra non 
e tanto fertile, che illavoro 
non rende quanta sarebbe 
necessaria ma si sente che 
sotto le sue parole c'e uno 
spesso strato di nozione 
dell'Africa, ipnoto a chi fa 
domande su •come vive­
te,•, •che cosa fate•, ecc., 

I colleghi anglosassoni 
con la loro cultura di stam.. 
po pragmatico vanno, inve­
ce, al sodo e, a questa e 
a quello, pongono domande 
precis*! per avere dellf!! pre­
ctse mposte, come m un 
verbale. E spesso sono in· 
dotti a trasecolare. 

- Sei tu felice, qui? 
-Yes 
- Sufficiente il cibo? 
-Yes 

- Vuoi tu restare qui? 
-No. 

· Perche? Perche se gli 
adulti ( che non perdono 
~anto. facilmente la loro 
1dent1ta, ed anzi, la difen­
dono)· sacrificano il !oro 
s~nttmento per il paese na-

. tw a bCf!:Cf.icio dei figli, for­
se per rsttnto sentono che 
alla_lunga un'altra compli­
cazrone cadra sui loro di­
sc;endenti,_ tanzaniani si ma 
dt proven1enza diversa. So­
no complicazioni che si so­
v~appongono a quelli che 
d1sc~n!1 da quei confini 
geopo_ltt~c1 che, di marca 
colontaltsta auanto si vo-

glia, deb bono -tuttavia esse­
re salvag_uardati per evita­
re .bartiffe anche magqiori 
e rl conseguente pencolo 
del ritorno di qualche cpro­
tettore• esterno o interno al 
continente. Ma, ad ogni 
modo, sono una croce da 
po~r~i a ~palla. Qra, i lo­
rofiglt, nat1 nell'emigrazio­
ne, •Chi• saranno? Saranno 
assimilati, perderanno Ia 
loro tradizione, la loro sto­
ri.a? Owure sogneranno, 
«;ome nell 'opera, cle Joreste 
tmbalsamate, i verdi calli• 
della patria perduta? 

fOrnano, dunque, i pre­
minenti tratti politici di un 
problema che non puo as­
solutamente essere confi­
nato nel pur vitale compar­
to dell'assistenza, che si 
,ero,eone di dare al profugo 
tl ctbo, un vestito, un tetto 
assistenza medica; di evi: 
tare che egli sia respinto 
dove non puo vivere e di 
aiutarlo a tornare al suo 
luogo d'origine quando le 
condizioni politiche lo per­
mettano. Per questi bisogni 
essenziali, si stimano ne­
cessari - ogfli, soltanto in 
Africa e per t prossimi due 
anni - un altro miliardo 
di dollari. E vi e da dare 
spesso anche aiuti d'emer­
genza. 

Cost, pero, si tampona, si 
contiene un'alluvione che 
pare interminabile. Non la 
si ~olve, non la si I;Jlaca . . 
Lo dtcevano alcuni gwvani 
nel villaggio hutu nel di­
stretto di Urambo. •Ri­
spondiamo come possiamo 
alle vostre domande. Ma 
altro bisognerebbe fare. 
Non ce lo chiedete, non pos­
siamo rispondere•. Sem­
brava che avessero paura 
a toccare il fondo del pro­
blema. Ma in fin dei conti 
quello poteva essere un 
confortante segno di un ini­
zio di piu profonda coscien­
za. 
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Cinq millions de retugies d' Afrique 
attendant le resultat de Ia conference 
qui s' ouvre aujourd'hui a Geneve 
Les pays africains demandent un milliard de dollars : 
Us obtiendront au mieux 200 millions 

Geneve (Palais des Nations).- L'ave­
nir de cinq millions de refugit!s d' Afrique 
depend du resultat de Ia Conference 
internationale ouverte aujourd'hui a Ge­
neve par le secretaire general des Na­
tions Unies, Kurt Waldheim, entoure du 
president en exercice de !'Organisation 
de l'Unite africaine (OUA), Siaka Ste­
vens, chef de l'Etat de Sierra Leone, du 
secretaire general de l'OUA, Edem Kod­
jo, et du haut commissaire pour les 
refugies de l'ONU, Poul Hartling. 

par Andre Naef 

Une centaine de pays participent a 
cette conference qui doit durer jusqu'a 
vendredi ou samedi. Plusieurs d'entre 
eux sont representes par des ministres, 
notamment Ia Suisse, dont Ia delegation 
est dirigee par le conseiller federal Pierre 
Aubert. Le « forfait >> du vice-president 
americain George Bush, retenu a Wash­
ington en raison de !'attentat contre le 
president Reagan, a cependant incite 
certains gouvernements a abaisser d'un 
cran le niveau de leur representation: 
ainsi, le ministre ouest-allemand des Af­
faires etrangeres, Hans Dietrich 

Genscher, a finalement renonce a venir a 
Geneve. A noter aussi que l'URSS et Ia 
plupart des pays socialistes n'assistent 
pas a cette reunion. 

Du Vietnam a I' Afrique 
La «Conference internationale sur 

!'assistance aux refugies en Afrique>> 
(ClARA) trouve son origine dans le 
succes d'une reunion similaire organisee 
en juillet 1979, au Palais des Nations, au 
profit des refugies du Vietnam. Celle-ci 
avait en effet permis de recueillir des 
promesses d'assistance totalisant 190 
millions de dollars et 260.000 offres de 
reinstallation permanente. 

Pour leur part, les pays africains esti­
maient que Ia communaute internatio­
nale tendait a negliger leurs propres 
refugies au profit de ceux du Sud-Est 
asiatique et ils n'ont eu de cesse que 
l'ONU ne convoque a leur intention une 
nouvelle conference qu'elle organiserait 
conjointement avec l'OUA et le Haut­
commissariat pour les refugies (HCR). 

II est vrai qu'un refugie sur deux dans 
le monde habite actuellement le conti­
nent noir, soit quelque cinq millions, 
contre 750.000 il y a dix ans. D'autre 
part, alors qu'auparavant ce probleme 
concernait principalement I' Afrique aus­
trale, les refugies se concentrent mainte­
nant largement dans Ia region de Ia 
Corne de I' Afrique: 1.540.000 en Soma­
lie (ou plus de 25% de Ia population), 
490.000 au Soudan, 42.000 a Djibouti 
(12% de Ia population). 

Les cc refugies de 
l'interieur,oublies 7 

En outre, ce chiffre de cinq millions ne 
represente que les refugies tombant sous 
Ia competence du HCR pour avoir £ran­
chi Ia frontiere de leur pays d'origine. 
Mais il ne sera sans doute pas question a 
Geneve des « personnes deplacees >> ( ou 
<< refugies de l'interieur >>) dont le nombre 
est .estime en Afrique a 2,4 millions -
dont 750.000 victimes de conflits armes 
- et qui ne peuvent compter que sur les 
seuls secours de Ia Croix-Rouge interna­
tionale. 

Cette conference de Geneve doit done 
permettre aux gouvernements invites de 

faire connaitre leurs promesses. d'aide 
financiere. A cet effet, l'ONU, l'OUA et 
le HCR ont prie les 25 pays africains qui 
accueillent des refugies (ou, dans le cas 
du Zimbabwe, des << rapatries >>) de leur 
indiquer leurs besoins a court et a plus 
long terme. Additionnes, ceux-ci .attei­
gnent le total impressionnant de 1150 
millions de dollars. 

De fait, le HCR s'est fixe un objectif 
plus modeste : . 450 a 500 millions de 
dollars, qui doivent couvrir les besoins 
les plus urgents. Cette somme comprend 
quelque 260 millions de dollars destines 
a financer des programmes deja ap­
prouves et en cours d'execution. II s'agi­
ra done de trouver a Geneve, au mieux, 
environ 200 millions de dollars d'argent 
frais. 

L'analyse des divers programmes na­
tionaux reserve d'ailleurs certaines sur­
prises. Ainsi, si personne ne met en 
doute les enormes besoins de Ia Somalie 
(271,8 millions de dollars) ou du Soudan 
(226,6 millions), Ia somme de 1,7 million 
reclamee par le Ghana suscite bien des 
interrogations: celui-ci ne compte en 
effet que 200 refugies pour lesquels le 
HCR a depense !'an dernier 200.000 
dollars, soit 1000 dollars par tete dans un 
pays oil le produit national brut (PNB) 
par habitant est inferieur a 400 dollars. II 
en est de meme des 368.000 dollars 
demandes par le Mozambique (PNB) par 
habitant: 140 dollars) pour assister 100 
refugies, (3680 dollars par tete). 

Aide aux refugies 
ou au developpement 7 

Que dire aussi des 7 millions de dollars 
budgetes par le Burundi pour Ia <<forma­
tion de fonctionnaires specialises au Mi­
nistere des affaires sociales >>, auxquels 
s'ajoutent plus de 55 millions de dollars 
destines a des ecoles secondaires, des 
instituts de formation professionnelle et 
le college St-Albert de Bujumbura? 

II apparait done que l'une des taches 
les plus delicates de Ia conference sera de 
distinguer entre les depenses affetant 
directement a !'assistance aux refugies et 
celles necessitees par les besoins de de­
veloppement du pays hate, qui relevent 
normalement des diverses agences spe­
cialisees de Ia famille des Nations Unies. 
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Appello di W aldheim 
per i profughi africani 

II Segretario deii'ONU ha aperto ierl i lavori del­
la conferenza mondiale sui rifugiati nel continen­
te nero L'intervento del Presidente Stevens 

GINEVRA, 10. 
La conferenza internazionale per l'as­

sistenza ai profughi in Africa ha co­
minciato ieri due giornate di dibattiti 
alla presenza del Segretario Generale 
dell'ONU, Kurt Waldheim. 

Partecipano ai lavori - aventi per 
Obiettivo Ia ricerca di maggiori aiuti 
ai profughi africani ed ai Paesi che li 
accolgono - delegati di un'ottantina 
di Paesi, dell'Organizzazione per l'Unita 
Africana (QUA) e dell'Alto Commissa­
riato delle Nazioni Unite per i Rifugiati 
(UNHCR). 

L'apertura della conferenza e avve­
nuta con circa un'ora di ritardo sul 
previsto, sembra - riferisce !'ANSA -
a causa di ostacoli sollevati alla par­
tecipazione di Israele. 

Secondo fonti bene informate, la de­
legazione degli Stati Uniti, guidata dal­
l'ambasciatore Jeane Kirkpatrick, 
avrebbe minacciato il suo ritiro dalla 
c~nferenza se, in risposta a richieste 
di alcuni Paesi del Terzo Mondo, Ia 
rappresentanza di Israele non avesse 
potuto presenziare ai lavori. Una so­
luzione del problema sarebbe stata tut­
tavia trovata in trattative tenute ieri, 
con l'impegno dei delegati israeliani a 
non intervenire ai dibattiti (se non at­
taccati direttamente). Nonostante cib, da 
parte di qualche Paese arabo sarebbe 
stato minacciato il ritiro dalla riunione. 

Waldheim, nel suo discorso d'aper­
tura, ha rivolto un appello ai parteci­
panti perche contribuiscano alla ricer­
ca di una soluzione ai gravi problemi 
posti dall'esistenza di milioni di pro­
fughi nel continente africano. 

Con quasi cinque milioni di profu­
ghi, a causa di conflitti, disordini e 
movimenti di guerriglia in varie regio­
ni, 1' Africa ha un triste prima to rispetto 
a tutti gli altri continenti. 

Le statistiche delle Nazioni Unite per­
mettono di constatare che per ogni due 
profughi nel mondo, uno e africano. 
Cioe per ogni ottanta abitanti dell'Afri­
ca vi e una persona che ha dovuto 
abbandonare ogni cosa per rifugiarsi 
spesso in ~esi che gia figurano tra 
i piu poveri bel mondo. L'Alto Commis­
sariato per i profughi spera di otte­
nere da questa conferenza almeno quei 
500 milioni di dollari necessari per 
l'azione urgente dei prossimi 18 mesi. 

Ma l'obiettivo a piu lunga scadenza 
della rhinione cominciata ieri e anche 
di raccogliere impegni tra i partecipanti 
percM si possano fronteggiare gli oneri 
finanziari dell'assistenza ai profughi 
africani nei prossimi 4-5 anni. Secondo 
le . stime, attuali Ia somma indispensa­
bile si aggirerebbe sul miliardo e 200 
miUoni di dollari. 

Waldheim, nel suo discorso, ha messo 
in rilievo Ia necessita di mobilitare i 
Governi e l'opinione internazionale sul­
la gravita del problema percM siano 
aumentate le risorse che servono ad 
assistere milioni di profughi ed aiutare 
i Paesi che forniscono !oro rifugio. 

Alla conferenza partecipano numerosi 
Ministri degli esteri. Sono presenti gli 
Stati Uniti, i Paesi della Comunita eu­
ropea, la Cina, piu di 25 Paesi africani, 
numerosi altri Paesi del Terzo Mondo 
e Cuba. Gli inviti del Segretario delle 
Nazioni Unite a partecipare ai lavori 
non sono stati accolti dall'Unione So­
viatica e dai Paesi dell'Europa orien­
tale. 

La posizione della Comunita Econo­
mica Europea e stata esposta ana con­
ferenza da Claude Cheysson, Commis­
sario responsabile per gli aiuti allo 
sviluppo. Nell'esporre i programmi per 
il 1981, Cheysson ha precisato che Ia 
CEE intende stanziare complessivamen­
te quasi cinquanta milioni di dollari 
per 1' Africa, di cui 33 milioni per il 
solo aiuto alimentare. Tale somma po­
trebbe tuttavia essere aumentata se Ia 
situazione lo richiedesse. II Commissa­
rio europeo ha p.,;, sottolineato Ia gran­
de responsabilita internazionale nei con­
fronti dei profughi, Ia necessita di in­
terventi urgenti ed i pericoli che de­
rivano dall'inserire problemi politici nei 
programmi di assistenza: « l'aiuto uma­
nitario - ha detto - non deve essere 
usato come un'arma ». 

II Commissario CEE ha anche indi­
cato, ricord;mdo il caso dei palestinesi 
che da 30 anni vivono in campi profu­
ghi, « i peri coli politici e le situazioni 
inumane » che possono sorgere se non 
si troveranno adeguate soluzioni a! pro­
blema. 

In precedenza, Jeane Kirkpatrick, am­
basciatore degli Stati Uniti all'ONU, 
aveva detto che Washington prevede di 
stanziare un aiuto di 285 milioni di 
dollari negli anni 1981 e 1982 per i pro­
fughi dell'Africa. L'Amministrazione -
aveva aggiunto - ha inoltre chiesto al 
Congresso di aumentare del 30 per cen­
to l'aiuto complessivo ai rifugiati nel 
mondo. 

In una conferenza stampa seguita al 
suo intervento alia conferenza, Ia si­
gnora Kirkpatrick ha criticato l'assen­
za dei Paesi dell'Europa orientale dalla 
conferenza e Ia !oro astensione dal con­
tribuire allo sforzo finanziario interna­
zionale a favore dei profughi. 

L'ambasciatore statunitense, rispon­
de:~do a domande sulla presenza di 
Israele alla conferenza di questi due 
giorni, ha quindi affermato che « mo· 
tivi politici non devono portare in al­
cun modo all'esclusione di un Paese da 
una riunione che ha obiettivi essenzial­
mente umanitari ». Infine ha detto che 
gli Stati Uniti non intendono imporre 
alcuna condizione alla !oro assistenza 
finanziaria destinata a qualsiasi Paese 
africano che offre asilo a profughi. 

Tra gli altri interventi della prima 
giornata della conferenza, quelli dell' 
Alto Commissario delle Nazioni Unite 
per i Rifugiati, Paul Hartling, e del Pre­
sidente di turno dell'Organizzazione per 
l'Unita Africana e Presidente della Sier· 
ra Leone, Siaka Stevens. 

Hartling ha ricordato le operazioni 
condotte con successo ormai da 20 an­
rii in Africa dall'Alto Commissariato. Ma 
non ha nascosto le gravi difficolta cui 
si trova ora di fronte. Ia sua organiz­
zazione per proseguire ed ampliare nu­
merosi programmi che non possono 
essere rinviati e che significano Ia sal­
vezza per milioni di persone minaccia­
te dalla morte e dalla disperazione. 

Stevens si e soffermato sulle disperate 
condizioni in cui si trovano i profughi 
del suo continente chiedendo alla co­
munita internazionale un generoso aiu­
to. Egli ha ricordato che il 60 per cen­
to dei cinque milioni di profughi dell' 
Africa e costituito da donne e bam­
bini, particolarmente vulnerabili alia 
fame, alla sete ed aile malattie che qua­
si sempre dominano nei campi in cui 
hanna trovato rifugio. 
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Aide aux refugies 

M. Nopo 0 Ia conference de Geneve 
Le membre du comite 

central. ministre du Travail 
et de Ia Fonction publique, 
M. Nyandi Sebou Napo, se­
journe depuis mardi a Ge­
neve ou il partidpe a Ia con­
ference sur l'>ass'stance ,aux 
refugies africains, ouverte 
hier matin. 

La conference organisee 
parIes Nations Unies a pour 
objectif de fournir une aide 
immediate et 'a long terme 
a cinq millions de person­
nes, ,souffrant de Ia faim, 
atteintes par diverses mala­
dies, qui vivent actuelle­
men! dans des camps dissi­
mines dans 25 1pays d'Afri­
que. Selon les stati5tiques 
de l'OINU. il y a actuelle­
ment 1 500 000 refugies en 
Somalie, 490 000 au Sou­
dan. 400 000 au Za'ire et 
266 000 1au Cameroun. 

Les representants de 82 
pays se sont reunis a Ge­
neve dans le but de creer 
un fonds d'aide de 1,2 mil­
liards de dollars pour venir 
en aide aux refugies d'Afri­
que. Les 1Etats-Unis, le r;a-

nada. Ia OEE. le Tapon et 
les pays mabcs producteurs 
de pctrole ck\Taicnt etrc 
les principaux fournisseurs 
de fonds de cc programme. 

L 'ouverture de !a confe­
rence prevue vers 10 heures 
locales (8 heures GMT). a 
ete retardec de deux heures 
a lil suite de d'vergencc5 
entre les Etats-Unis ct ce!·­
tains pays arabes, au sujet 
de !a representation d 'Israel. 
Le differend n 'etait pas du 
goih des delegations africo:­
nes qui soulignaient que 
« les refugies affames, rna­
bdes et souvent moribonds. 
faisa · ent les frais d 'un con­
flit >> qui ne Jes conccrne 
pas. 

Ouvrant la 
le seeretaire 

conference, 
general des 

M. Nyandi Sebou Napo 

Nations Unies, M. Kurt 
Waldheim a souligne que 
,, les quatre c:nquiemes de 
rcfup:ics en A friquc, sc trou­
vl'nt dans 18 p·.ys qui 
comptcnt parmi ies nvoins 
a\'~lncCs. 

II a lance un appel a Ia 
communautc internat'onale 
pour <JU 'clle « reponclc ave~ 
gc'ccros'te it c:clui de la dc­
tresse hum,,im: ». 

Lc contin-ent africain rc­
cbmc 1 milli:ml 300 mil­
]'ons de doilars pour faire 
face a !'afflux de refugies. 
Mais ]es pr~mierl'S cvalua· 
tions laisscnt supposer. que 
les contributions sermlt lo'n 
d'atteindrc: ce chiffre. 

M. Si:,ka Stevens, presi­
dent de ]a Rcpubliq uc de 
Sierra-Leone. president en 
exercice de ]'Organisation 
de !'Unite Africaine (OUAl, 
seul chef d'Etat partic'pant 
a Ia conference, a pour sa 
part declare que cellc-ci 
constituait un << S 0 S " 

lance par cinq millions 
d'Africains vivant mtsera­
blement dans des camps de 
rcfugies. situcs dan:; des 
pays parfois trop pauvres 
pour noun·ir leurs propres 
rcssortissants. 

11 a souligne que plus 
de 1:: moitie des refm:ies de 
par k monde etakr;t ofri­
cains. ct que leur conc:-.:nlra­
tion dans des c:mps prcs<?n 
t:::it de grands r:squcs sani· 
'aires. 

L<?s Etats-Unis ont deja 
.::nnon:e leur decision d'ac­
corder des .aides d \trgcncc 
d'un n,ontam de 285 mil­
lions de dollars, so t envi­
ron 57 milliards de F CFA 
en favcur des refugies afri­
ca ins pour les cmnees 1981 
et 1982.· 

Pour sa part. Ia Commu­
naute Europeenne a decide 
d'accorder une aide de 15 
millions 600 mille dollars, 
soit environ 3 milliards 120 
mill'ons de F CFA. 
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Aid for African 
refugees better 
than expected 
PLEDGES of aiJ for African 
rdut!ees exc..:..:ded expectation by 
coming do~<: to $600 million in 
lie neva )<=Sl\:rday. 

Fin:mcial commitment' to hdp 
Afri'a·s fi\c mlllion starvmg or 
near-starvtng refugees came 
mostly from Western nations. The 
t:S was far 0ut in front with a 
pledge of 52115 million. 

L'~ organi'i<.:rs of the first Inter­
national Conf..:rence on Assistance 
for African Refugees said theY. 
were '"astoulllkd and delighted' 
bv the re~ults. '"Contnhutions far 
exctcd the :5:100 million we believe 
i-; required to meet priority needs 
m Afric:! between now and the 
end of l'-l~2."' ,atd Mr Leon 
Davico, spoke~man for the UN 
lligh Commi,~t0nccr for Refugees. 

f<tr DavicL' ~aid announced-con­
tribution.-; .• nwunt.:d to $528 
million with .-\rab oil-producing 
cuuntries still to make their 
pledges. He 'iaid the overall !lltal 
V.<luld verv likely be around the 
$(>4~l milli<in mark. 

\lr D.tVIC<) e'>tim~tted that 
ctr•Jund -lll'"r ;Jf the total could he 
c··nsid..:red as ·tr.:'h lunds' on wp 
<d ..:artier aid un.knakrn~s. 

\!r L11n.:s <ir.nll. t:.xccufi\C 
Director of l '-iCEF. the L:"i 
( 'htldrcn·, FunJ. underlined that 
1 '10: rdu,:.:..:,. h.df of them 
,hildr~n, V.wo: perhaps 25<:·; <>f 
;•fttictcu pc<Jpk·. tHg.:ntly nc·eding 
a''-"i~Cllncc.: II\ n1nc l'OUntrit.·:') al"nt.:. 
In addinon. t•:n' of million' wer..: 
li"in~l! ifi ~ p\·nnancn1 ~tate .. >f 
··,ilcrt c:m..:rgen,·v" - aff..:~ted by 
::b~olute povc·rty and gro-;s 
underdc' dopment ~:ven as to the 
mc>~t b."IC: ".:n1ccs of heal!h, 
nutrition. -,..at.:r 'upply and rudi­
il"Cntary ~dUI,;IItidll. 

.<\bout 1 ' tmll:iln small chtldr..:n 
d1cd m AL'ca l.,~r >..:ar. he aJJc::d, 
cquhJkrH ·•n ,, ·~a1ly ba~is to the 
total rmrnh.:r I'[ ltalv's <:Jrthquake 
~~~'ualti.:o; ij~r !)<"pteinbcr. 

fhe ::i•.l f, '' ,\fnca was far more 
!IiilO the: $1' II mil!ifln in addttional 
:..tJ for [nd .... hincse rdugces rai,ed 
at a ·-nniiM C<Jnference In Geneva 
in I<.J79. lt w.1s :1bo f0ur times 
m···re than the $1:'0 million rJised 
at a Ctmt'c;•uia aid Conference in 
i'lliO. 

The U'i Cicneral Secn:tarv, \fr 
t.:.u'! \\';~ldhc;m. convene<! the 
:\fr;(a :tid <:unkn.:rh:e at the 

Dr Kurt Waldheim 

reque>t of the African nation, 
whos..: five million refugees to date 
represent more than half the world 
total refugee population. The 
African nJtions protested that only 
$1 of ..:very S3 in mternational 
refugee assistance was go10g . to 
Africa. 

lne African' .:stim.tte th..:ir aid 
n..:..:Js ov..:r th..: coming four to fih: 
y.:.trs at some 'S:.2 btliinn .. 'The 
l ~ puts th..: t"t_gun: sor;ttwhat 
ll>v.t:r (It S'JfMI rm\hon. "We are 
now wcll on the wav to Jncding 
this t • .uget."' \atd Da'le D'e Ha;jn, 
Deputy High· Comrrn\si~er. 
. China pkd&.:d $1 mitlion whkh 
tt -.HJ 1t: knew "JS a "m<!ager 
,tmount'" but v,lJiLh ,"is all Chma 
c:.tn :ttfonf .. becauS\}' of its own 
econcHni..: protlkms, mcluding the 
··h..:avy bur~n·• of 2ti0.000 refu­
gee' from Y~tn;;rn~ The USSR ilid 
not attent and Lii'Vil-bovcottcd the 
c•.>nh.:rence het.:au-;e of Israel's 
participauon. • 

Other contributi< 1ns were those 
of We>t G..:rmany !>;34,5 mtllion), 
the EEC ($68 milli,n}, Japan C523 
million), Canada ($22 milhon). tht: 
UK (523 million), the Netherlands 
($'17 rntlhon) andD..:nmark ($9.1 
million) - UP! Timt'S St:rvice). 
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La Conference sur les refugies en Afrique 

Les E tats-U nis fourniron t 
le quart de l'aide humanitaire 

Dt> notre correspondante a Geneve. - C'est avec pres de deux 
heures de retard sur le calendrier que !'!'est ouverte, jeudi 9 avril, au 
Palais des Nations a Geneve, Ia Conference des Nations unies sur les 
rHugies en Afrique. 

Atmosphere quelque peu tendue dans Ia celehre salle des Assemblees, 
oil lrs rlelrgues s'interrogeaient sur Ia tenue de Ia Confi'rence. C'est 
mnrdi que Irs representants des pays arabes parties a Ia Conference, 
n0tnmment Ia Lihye, Ia Syrie, 1e Soud!ln, !'Arabie Saoudite (•t le Qatar, 
:waient demande aux pays africains de faire pression sur lt>s Nations 

unies pour qu'Israel ne participe pas a Ia Conference. Depuis mardi, de 
n?'!lb~euses reunions a huis clos se sont tenues au sein du groupe 
afncam afin de trouver un • modus vivendi •. 

A l'heure 'lie l'ouverture de Ia Conference, M. Kurt Waldheim, Ie 
groupe africain et les representants des cinq pays arabes mentionnes 
Haient toujours en grande discussion. La Conference s'est done ouverte 
sans Ia presence des Etats arabes, a !'exception de J'Egypte. 

· Mireille Lemaresquier 

:seton le groupe africain, une 
•:lii:Jaration surcettt> affaire devait 
: tj.e lue par le representant du 
>oudan, presir!Pnt du groupe afri-
'lin, regrettant Ia presence 
'Israel a cette conference. Certai­
t>s delegations africain!'s ont dr­
lore ouvertement une telle politi­
ltion d'une conference humani­
dre dont l'enjeu e!'t le sort de pas 
oins de 5 millions de rCfugies. 
C'est M. Kurt Waldheim qui 

·eside ct>tte conference, A la de-
1ande de M. Stevens, presirlent de 

Sierra Leone et president en 
<ercice de I'OUA. rJ apparait 
'ores et deja quela contribution Ia 
Jus substantielle sera celle des 
tats-Unis, qui verseront 2R!1 mil­
ons de dollars sur deux ans, soil. 
' quart de ce que reclament les 
·1y!l africains. • .J'Ri une honne 
1rprise • avait declare le respon,­
lble rles rHugies Ri.l Departement 
Etat a· son arrivee mercredi Roir a 
eneve. L'Administratiott Reagan 
a jam a is cache qu 'elle renforce­
dt son assif<tance humanitaire •. 
La France, a explique M. Oliver 

tirn, secretaire d'Etat aux Affai­
•s etrangeres, a toujour!-1 place 
Afrique au centre de ses preoccu­
'ltions. • Elle a donne I' an dernier 
•J titre de !'assistance humani-

taire !1,9 millions de dollars, pour 
!'aide alimentaire. 9 millions de 
dollars, et 6 millions de dollars 
uniquement pour le Karamoja. 
Ainsi, 11 dit. M. Stirn, Ia FrancE:' a 
decide de majorer a titre exception­
net sa contribution au Haut Com­
missariat aux rHugies de 1 million 
d(• dollars. La Suisse annoncera 
une contribution de 2 millions de 
doll11 rs. 

Quant a !11 CommUJlllute euro­
peenne, elle estime qu 'it y a trois 
et11pes dans l'11idr aux rHugies: 
1) Ia survie et l'urgence; 2) la 
SUOi<istance et a) Ia reimplanta­
tion. Seul ce troisieme point. pour 
lequelles Nations unie!-1 etablissent 
un programme de quatre ans, 
suscite les objections de Ia EEE, 
qui se demande si on ne va pa!-1 
creer d'autres Palestine. La CEE 
precise done qu 'elle apportt> dejA t'n 
1981 pour !'aide H!imentaire, 15.6 
en especes pour. In Somalie, le 
Soudan, l'Ouganda, le Zui're et 1e 
Nigeria. • Des million~ <k' person' 
nes rtleth~nt leur espoir en nous et 
nous ne rlevons pas les rlecevoir •. a 
dit M. Kurt Waldheim, en preci­
sant que I'ONU se corfsa'crerait 
pleinement ii cette tache mais 
qu 'elle ne pourrait reussir qu 'avec 
le concours des gouvernements. 

M.L. 



PHCTO KY3MAHOBCKH 

So AifJpuKo uMo oKony iieiii MUnuoHu 6eionuu, 
'leciiio 6onHu u inogHu 

M 
efyHapO;J;HaTa KOHcpepCHl.\Hja 
Ha 06e;J;liHCTllTC H:lUHH 3a 110 

· MOW Ha 6eraJIUHTC BO AcppHKa, 
, KOja Ke Ce O,I!.p)KH BO J:K.eHCBa 

Ha 9 II 10 anpHJI, KC 6H,J,C llpB 
fOJJCM CBCTCI\ll COOHp O,il; OBOj BH;.t 
KOj CBOCTO BHHMaH.ife Ke TO l-JaCOYH 
KOH crpa,IJ;aJ:Dara II norpe6rne Ha 
acppHKaHCKHTC 6eraJIUH. llOJIHTHY.IGI 
OT llOTTHK 3a CBHKyBaJ:DeTO Ha OBaa 
KOHcpepeHUHja ,IJ;Oj,n:e npeBaCXO:il,HO 0.::\ 
opraHH3al.\Hjara Ha acppHKaHCKOTO 
C,ii;HHCTBO. 

KoHcpepCHI.\Iljara ce CBHKyBa Bp3 
ocHoBa Ha pe30l1YI.\Hjara Ha reHepaJ£ 
Horo co6paHHe Ha OH og 25 HOe:\ii 
BpH MHHaTaTa TO;J;HHa, a Hej3IUIHTC 
uemr, KaK:O wro rH o6jacHH reaepa 
;nmor ceKperap Ha OH Kypr BaJI:il. 
xajM ce: DpBO, BHHMaHHCTO Ha CBCT 
CKaTa jaBHOCT Aa CC HaCOYH Ha CTpa 
,J,aJ:Dara H norpe6nre Ha 6era!IUHTC 
Bo Acpp:a:Ka, aropo, .n:a ce M06HJIH3H 
paar AO.D:aTHH pecypcH 3a nporaMure 
Ha .IJ;aBaJ:D~ llOMOlll Ha 6eraJII.\HTC BO 
AcppnKa H rpero, .n:a HM ce no:\iiO'rHe 
Ha 3CMjHTC .KOH HM .D:aBaar llpl!OC;KH 
wre Ha 6eral11.\HTe II .n;a ce 3acHmr 
HHBHara cnoco6Hocr no,u;o6po .11a m 
peillaT T'ClllKOTilliTC KOH Bp3 Hl!BHil 
Te lll1Clrn fO H.\ia CTaBCHO OBOj npo 
6neM. 

KonKaBo 3HaqeJ:De ce npu;:J;aBa Ha 
OBOj )KCHCBCKH COOHp CC fJJC,IJ;a H O,il; 
llO,IJ;a110~B!TC lllTO Til- ,ll;OOuBMC BO 
HHcpopMarHBHuor ueHrap Ha Ooe.J.H 
HCTHTe I-TaUHII BO Eanrpa)J.. Ha IWH 
cpepeHI.\Hjara .Ke yyecrByaaar 3eMjH 

re - YJicHI<n Ha opraHa3aunjara Ha 
acppHKaHCKOTO C;J,HHCTBO H OtJeJ,HHC 
THTC HaUIHJlf, Hal.\HO!lla':IHrrre OCJIOOO· 
;:J;UTCJIHH ,ll.BH;KCI-ba illTO fH llpl-Ialla 
aaar OAE 11 OH, KaKo H rroBei(C vll: 
i'I;'BJia)J.HHH H HCBJia,W:HHH oprai-IJ13a 
1.\1111. 

llt3AdMIM1 ~~~ 
3fODEMr iljj. tb~ 

Ycrromrre rnro nocroea Bo A¢pn 
Kd BO UOYCTOKOT Ha CCJ,y~l;:ICCC lTHTC 
fO,ll.IIHH, 3aCIIJiyBal:-bCJO Ha OCJIOOO,J,l1 
re.'IHaTa 6op6a, ooce6Ho aa .!\_TOT 
Ha AcppnKa, BHarpewmne KOH<jJ,m 
KTII II TCpllTOpHjaJIHH KaBfH ;IUBC,J,Oa 
.:10 He3ana:\iiTeHo 3rorre:uyBaib'" ua 
6pojor Ha 6erarrUHTe Ha onoj Kouni 
Her. Koa cpe,il,nHara Ha .viHHanaa ;:(e 
ueHnja npo6;reMoT Ha 6erarrl.\<crre ;:ro 
6II ,ll.pa~mTH<IHH pa3.v1epn. Ca.vw. ao 
JC}76 fO;:J;HHa, CC 1.\CHII, CBOHTC ;J:Q:\i!O 
BII rn aanywnija · 11 no6apaa npH6<: 
~KHlllTC ~0 .:IPYfH 3C.\1jH OKOJiy 700 ll:I 
Ja,il,II ;ryre. 

.Ll,eHec. pecmcH HC:>.Ia 3C.\Ija no Acp 
piiKa KO]a Ha HCKOj IIaYHII He C IIO 
ro,J,eHa co npo6Jie.\mre Ha :1yfero 
6e3 TaTKOBHHa. f:u n:11a OKOJI\1 l1CT 
MIJJJIIOHII. Toa ce rnaBHO _?KCHH' II ,J,e 
ua, KOII ce qecro 6onHH II nraw·m. 
0BIIC ITCT MIIJIHOIIH acppnKaHCKH 6c 
raJJIJM ja COYIIHyBaay ITOJJOBIIHaTa O)l. 

BKyTIHHOT OpOj 6eraJII.\l1 BO CBCTOT. 
HHBHIIOT 6poj O;J, 1975 fO,'l,IIHa CC 
3fO:IC~yBa ;J,HCBHO BO npoce;; 3a 
2000 .llHUa IWH lllTO npeTcTaByBa 2,5 

rraTII O;:I: CBCICKHOT IIpOCCK. Aiiap;o.m 
r-nHo ;J,ejcTnyna HO:IaToKor ;:I:eKa BKY 
nHHOT opoj na 6eraJIU,HTe ao Alj:>pHKa 
C IIOfO.llC.\1 Ol( HaCC.liCHHCTO Ha llOBC 
!Zt:TO acppHKaHCKII 3C~IjH. I103HaBalJP. 
Te Ha llp!UHKHTC OiCTaaT ;J.CKa OqJll 
UHja;IIHITC riQ;:IaTOUH CC l.lOillllC CKO 
.\ll!H i:! ;:J,eKa l3liCTHIICKHTC 6pojKH CC 
::vwory, '.\:Hory nororre:\iiH. TaKa, Ha 

nprnrcp, ce aepyaa geKa BO e;:I:ell Cy 
;laH u~ra 6ape:vr ro:ucy ,n;rera.'IHH e.1m 
rpaHTH" KO:IKY lllTO 1-I:-.Ia II ocpaUHJ:.t 
ja:mo pcnLCTpl!paHH 6eranun - 490 
rmja;Il!. HCTa e c.oCToj6ara u no Co 
:\lZLiiija Ka:IC H::Vla periiCTpHpai-10 
1.540.000 6cra:IUH. 

KoacpopeH'l.\lljaTa Ha Oprai~maunja 
Ta Ha acppnKaHcKoro c;umcrao 3a ;re 
raJHIIHC, CKOHO:V!CKHTC H COUHj::LIHII 
TC acneKT!l aa rrpo6.ic:-.mTe 3a 6era 
:IUHTC BO Arppmca O;:I:pf!caHa BO ,A;:IIIC. 
A6e6a, BO 1967 ro;uma, ;:~oae;.~e !J.O !13 
pa6orKa II ycnojvBalbC Ha KOH<j:JepcH 
unj£rra na OAE 3a crreuucpHYHHre ac 
ncKTII ua npo6:rc~mTe ua 6era.1UHTC 
!Ia OBOj KOIHirHC:HT. Co OBOj ;J:OKy· 
\\CHT C \'TBp;:I:C:HO ,J,CKa TCP':\IHHOT 3a 

6cra.iU!1TC I~C CC rrpH2\1CHyBa Ha CC 
~:oe Jlll!IC KOC nopa,J,H Ha;:I:Bopeuwa 
arpccnja, oKyiiauHja, crpaHcKa ;:ro 
\!III-IaUHia !I,iH IIaCT8lln1 !-COlli Cep11031HO 
ro 3arpo3yaaaT jaaanoT rrope'\OK so 
CJ,CH ;\C:I 1-LlH BO UCJla C;:Il-Ia 3C\lja 
- e rrpHc-.wpaHo J:a ro HanyrnTH cEo 
CTO llOCTOjaHO :\iiCCTO Ha ?KIIBCt:fuC li 

,Ua ITOO<,pa npHOC)KHlllTC BO HCKOC \IC 
CTO Ha,IIBOp O,J: 3C.\1jara Ha CBOCTO 110 
TC!ClO II Hal.\HOHanHOCT. , 

0Boj co6:up 3a 6l:raJIUHre Ha a<jJ 
pHKaHClZHOT KOHTHHCHT I(C ce 0.::\p;t"l 
BO BpC~IC Ha ce !IOH3pa3CHOTO eor#<c 
J. vaai-bc <Ha ¢aKTOrr ;:J;CKa AcppaK.:t .~e 

·nee n~1a norrynal.\IIja Ha 6eramJ,n Ko 
ja II aaTa~y pacTe no6pry o,J. 6mm 
Ka,J,e BO CBeTOT. A TOK~IY TOa ro 
ITOTBp,'l,yBaaT H llO.J,aTOUHTC. Bo 1975 
fO,J:IIHa 11:\IaillC OKOJiy C,J,Cil \HL'1HOH 
acppnKaHCKH 6eraJII.\II. BO 1977 fO,J:H 
Ha 6emc gOCTIIrHaTa 6pojKaTa OJ. 
OIWJIY 3,7 MIIJIIIOHH, a MHHaTaTa, 1980 
ro:IHHa, rii r-nrarne naT MHJIHoHa oc!m 
UHjaHHO perHCTpHpaHII nyfe OC3 Ta 
TlW-BHHa. 

JKeHCBCKaTa KOHcpepCH!IHja r::e Cl' 
O:!p)KH B.O Bj1CHC KOfa IIOBCKCTO a<j:l 
pnKaHCKII 3CMjH lllTO ,IJ.aBaaT a3HJI, 

CC llpHTHCHaTH (),J: fOJlC,\!H CUHCfBC 
HH COUIIjamm II CKOHO.\ICKH ilpCo:re 
\IH - 0.:\ cyrnn,. HC~\OBOJIHO :-..paHa, 
paCT Ha 1.\CHIITC Ha CHcpriijara l! CTO 
J<'ilTC H ycnyrHTe O,J. H3B030T, O,J, OT 
nJiaKa!cbCTO Ha ,'l,OHrOBHTC H TCillKOTII 
HTC BO llJiaTHIITC OIIJlaHCII. THe H~1a 
aT llOTpeoa 3a IIOMOill 3a l13J1Cf\.'BC!!-bC 
0;:( CBOjara CTOIIaHCKa 3aOCTaHctTOCT, 

KOU Ce 

JVlcfyHapoi'!H~a '<IOoa:Ill3dL\Hja 
IIa rrm!OlllTa Ha acppHKaHCKHTC OC 
ra:II.!H npc:I ce, 611 Tpe6a:w, :m H\1 

OB03.\10/KII Ha oeraJII.IHTC • :I a j a CO 
'lVBaaT CBCCTa 3a CBOjaTa '-!ClBC'lKa 
BpC,'l,HOCT, 3a CCOC CH r:a1:0 pa~IHO 
npaBHH, l10'1HT1'3aHH H ,TJOOp(UOj:ICIICI 
lJJ!CHOBH Ha 3aC;:J;Hlii.\HTC BO KOH CC 
ra )KP.BeaT. 
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· f )~:ulc·n ltc·fu~t·•·~ Fa('t' 
llin· \\ att•r ~hor·ta(Jt• 

t"' 

c; ENE\' A.. Feb. '27 -- A Cnited 
Nnti0n~ l'f'h~e (lflkial s.'lid tooav 
thAt l ~ to ·1 !i (lt'OJ'I<? !'ll'f' dying rarh 
dHv in F.thinpia'!! (~ndPn l'f'gion in 
the wnr<~t <'Amp he had e-.-er !'t'en tn 
mnr~: t hun ~ll wars' !lf'l'\ ire. 

I A"'<m I l,,,;~l, ~pokt>Sman for th•; 
r.ePf'\'8 office of the lJ.N. High Com­
mi!'ll'i<''1Pr for Refu~eeR, at'IO Mid that 
An I'MfimAted Ui million reiug0001 who 
hnv~ fl,'fi f{) Somalia a.cl a T'f'SUlt of tht> 
n~Aden cn'ltlirt faN' potentially catll­
~::•1phir W<lt<>r Rhortajl:~ hecau~~e th@ 
.Juha nnd Sh~hf>l ri•:f"N havf' dried up 
for thf' fil'l't tim~ in :10 y£'AI'l'. 

"The prohl<'m will rontin•1,., 
throu~hout the month of Marrh 01>­
lW ,..._. the rainv 'if'lt."on dOf'S not Rtart 
1111111 April," he ~d. ad cling that the 
! ! N. unit WA.'I ru~hing water truck.;; to 
the rerr.<Jte cam~-

1315 :ooacen-refuaees: 
oe11eva. feb 27, reuter -- e un1ted nations refugee off1c1aL 

said today 12 to 15 people 1n ethiopia's oQaden region were 
dying each dav in +the worst camp 1 have ever seen 1n more than 
20 years' ~ervice.+ ~ 

Leon davico. 6en1or soolce&man 'for the Qeneva efflce, of the 
u.n. h1qh cor·Hni£s1oner for re'fuoees {unhcr), toLd reporters on 
his return from a vi~it to the horn of africa that somalia's 
refuQE-es a tso fcced catastrophic ~ater shortaqes for the ne,.;t 
month. 

rnr (favico told a n~·s conference 20.000 tt1splacect persons 1n 
the ~eqa harbour ca~c +are dvinq sLowLy but surely because aid 
cannot oet throuoh e;l(ceot bv air·craft.+ he aC'dec.f: +1 have never 
seen children in such a ba~ state.+ 

the u.n. is to hold an international conference on africa's 
refugees 11e~t april in qe11eva. the continent's five ~1Llion 
refuqees are said to need 1.i5 billion dollars in aida 450 
million dol Lars of 1 t urqent Ly. 
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"UTICA" Tunisia - 13'.4.81 

ECOIOMIE 

O.N.U. : Un demi milliard de do liars 
pour I e s r e fu g i e s d 'Afrique 

L'ONU a tenu une 
conference internationale 
jeudi 9 avril courant a Ge­
nhe pour venir en aide aux 
refugies d'Afrique. La reu­
nion des representants de 8 ~ 
pays qui a eu lieu le jeud i 
etait destinee a creer un 
fond d'aide de 1.3 milliard 
de dollars pour secourir les 
refugies d 'Afrique dont le 
nombre est de l'ordre de 5 
millions de personnes. Souf­
frants de Ia faim. atteints 
par diverses maladies. les re­
fugies d'Afrique vivent ac­
tuellement dans des camps 
dissemines dans ::s pays 
d 'Afrique et representent Ia 
moitie de Ia population 
mondiale des refugies. 

Les principaux partici­
pants bailleurs de fonds de 
ce programme sont : les 
pays arabes producteurs de 
petrole, les USA, le Canada, 
le Japon, !'Europe des« 10». 
A remarquer que les pays du 
bloc socialiste n 'ont pas as­
siste aux travaux de cette 
conference. 

''T'Le ~1uslim'' - Islamabad 12 •. 4.8J 

Talks on African 
refugees end 
GENEVA, April 11: United 
Nations Secretary G~neral, Kurt 
Waldheim said today, don()rs had 
pledged almost 560 million dollars 
to aid African refugees. . . 

The pledges of 559.8 m~on 
dollars, exceed the 450 million 
dollar-target, to help refugees over 
the next 18 months.. . 

A conference on Afnc~ refu­
gees relief, wound up as lt had 
opened, with a delay caused b~ a 
.procedural wrangle, the meeting 
was suspended for three h?Urs . 
while African and Western nati~ns 
agreed on ~e formula for summmg 
up the sesnoo. 

Delegation sources said, Western 
states opposed African ·demands 
for a follow_ up confereJJce, to· 
be included in a summary of pro-
posals by Dr Waldheim. . 

Western countries argued, this 
was not JJeeded and that the 
idea had JJOt beeJJ put to them in 
advance, the sources said. 

Sudan, leading the African 
Group, fmally made a separate 
statem~~· ~esting, The possibi 
lity of · g a further internatio 
JJal Co ereJJce'' ·Oil African. 
refugees .. 

Dr Waldheim said · · in his 
concluding speech, "only African 
proposals merit careful coJJsidera 
tlon.~Reuter 



"THE GUARDIAN" United Kingdom 

£220m is 
pledged 
for aid 

From lain Guest 
in Geneva 

Britain yeoterday announced 
a pledge of £3.25 million on 
t.he opening day of a United 
Nations two-day pledging con­
ference for Africa's five mil­
lion refugees. A total of almost 
£220 million was pledged 

Arinou,ncing the pledge, Mr 
Neil Nasten, British Minister 
for Overseas Development, 
explained that £1 million 
would go to Somalia and £1 
million to the Sudan, which be­
tween them have given refugee 
to over two million refugees 
from Ethiopia. 

A further £500,000 would be 
given to the office of the UN 
High Gommisioner for Refu­
gees, and £750,000 to the Inter­
national Committee of the Red 
Cross. 

The meeting, which finishes 
here today, is seen as one of 
the most important initiatives 
taken since the July, 1979, 
meeting on the Vietnam boat 
people. It is being jointly spon­
sored by the UN, UNHCR, and 
the Organisation of African 
Unity, which are asking for 
$1.5 billion, to be spe"nt over 
four years. 

In addition to yesterday's 
pledge, Britain will automatic­
ally be contributing roughly a 
fifth of any EEC grant, which 
is expected to be announced 
today, Mr Marten also 
announced that Britain spent 
£226 million in Africa last 
year. 

Despite this, th~re was some 
annoyance from British volun­
tary organisation;s present here 
yesterday. Mr Brian Walker 
the director of Oxfam, said he 
was upset that the Government 
was pledging money to a Swiss 
agency - the Red Cross -
while not announcing increased 
assistance for British agencies 
involved in emergency work in 
Africa, He complained that the 
Government's s c h e m e for 
matching each pou,nd costri" 
buted by the agencies did not 
extend to emergencies, "Out 
only development aid. 

The British pledge was 
dwarfed by a contribution of 
$285 million from the United 
States, to be spared over 1981 
and 1982. 

The opening of the confer-. 
ence was market by a boycott 
of Arab delegations, _protesting 
against an invitation to Israel. 

An Ethiopian refugee in Somalia : one of Africa's five 
million refugees the UN aims to help 
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EN L'ABSENCE DES PAYS DE L'EUROPE DE L'EST 

Quolre-vingt-quolorze notions sonl representees 
o Ia conference sur l'oide oux refugies 

lnauguree par M. Kurt Waldheim, 
secretaire general de J'ONU. Ia confe­
rence sur !'assistance aux refugies afri­
cains. qui se propose d'obtenir 1 300 mil­
lions de dollars de credits pour couvrir 
pendant les cinq prochaines annees les 
besoins des cinq millions de refugies en 

Afrique, s'est ouverte, jeudi matin, avec 
plus de deux heures de retard. 

Ce retard est imputable a des diffi­
cultes de. derniere minute, qui avaient 
surgi entre les Etats-Unis et certains 
pays arabes au sujet de Ia participation 
d'lsrael. Aucun pays de !'Europe de· l'Est 

n'assiste a cette conference, convoqutie a 
!'initiative de l'ONU, en cooperation avec 
!'Organisation de !'unite africaine et le 
Haut- Commissariat aux rtifugitis. La 
Chine et Cuba sont, en revanche, au 
n o m b r e des quatre - vingt - quatorze 
nations presentes. 

Geneve. - « Les Africains sont 
excedes par" les bouderies de leurs 
partenaires arabes ». nous a dit 
jeudi apres-m!di le chef de l'une 
des delegations africaines franca­
phones a Ia Conference de Geneve. 
Il aura fallu, en effet, d'innom­
brables allees et venues entre 
les d 1 v.e r s e s delegations pour 
qu'en fin d'apres-midi. seulement, 
des delegues arabes qui avatent 
boude le debut des travaux rega. 
gnent Ia salle oil etaient reunis 
les participants. 

Durant toute Ia matinee, seuls 
quelques Etats me m b res de Ia 
Ligue arabe. abritant eux-memes 
des refugies sur leur territoire 
national. parmi lesquels le Sou­
dan et Ia Somalie, assisterent it 
Ia premiere seance. En revanche 
les deux membres de Ia delega­
tion israelienne. MM. Barroni et 
Manor, deux diplomates apparte­
nant a Ia representation perma­
nente aupres des Nations unies 
a Geneve, resterent con.stamment 
dans Ia salle. ns ecouterent sans 
broncher M. Birido, diplomate 
soudanais, porte -parole du groupe 
africain. lire une breve declara­
tion regrettant qu'une invitation 
ei'it ete adressee a Israel et pro­
clamant que si l'O.U.A. avait ete 
consultee sur ce point cette invi­
tation n'aurait jamai.s ete formu­
lee. eu e g a r d notamment aux 
relations que !es Israeliens entre­
tiennent avec !'Afrique du Sud. 

Une fois de plus, !es Africai.ns 
venaient ·d'exprimer publlque· 
ment, par solidarite avec les Etats 
arabes et surtout par souci de 
mimager decs partenaires qui peu­
vent IE'S aider a resoudre quel­
ques-uns de 1 e u r s problemes 
financiers, un point de vue tout a 
fait different de celui que la ma­
jorite d'entre eux defendent en 
prive. 

Les points forts de cette pre­
miere journee• de travaux Ont ete 

"LE MONDE" 

De notre envoye special 

!'allocution de M. Kurt Waldhelm, 
secretaire general de l'ONU, l'in­
terven~ion puis !a conference de 
presse de Mme Jane Kirkpatrick, 
ambassadeur aux Nations unies, 
chef de la delt§gation americaine, 
!'intervention de M. Boutros­
Ghali, mimstre d'Etat, egyptien 
aux affaires titrll.ngeres, puis celle 
de M. Olivier Stirn. .secretaire 
d'Eta: aux affaires etrangeres. qui 
conduisait la delegation fran~aise. 

M. Kurt Waldheim, qu1 presi­
dait la conference, assiste de 
MM. Kodjo, secretaire general de 
l'O.U.A., et Hartling, haut com­
missaire au H.C.R., a d'abord rap­
pele le triple objectif de ces 
assises : .« ll s'agit premierement 
d'appeler !'attention de la commu­
naute internationale sur la situa­
tion des retugies en Afrique ; 
deuxiemement, de mobiliser des 
ressources supplementaires pour 
jinancer les programmes en 
taveur des rejugies en Afrique ; 
et, troisiemement, d'aider les 
pays d'asile a· supporter ·za charge 
que !'afflux de retugies represente 
pour leur economie. » Puis !1 a 
ajoute : « Si la situation en 
A/rique merite une sympathze 
particuliere, c'est que, sur les cinq 
millions de re/ugies, quatre mil­
lions sont heberges dans dix-huit 
pays a/ricains qui. en majorite, 
tont partie de la categorie des 
pays les mains avances et dont 
les ressources sont d peine sutti­
santes deja pour assurer la sub­
sistance de leur propre popula­
tion ... » 

Enfin, le secretaire general de 
l'ONU a conclu : « ll taut en 
priorite satis/aire leurs besoins 
immediats de taqon a permettre 
aux retugies de survivre. Mats. au­
au-deliz de ces besoins immediats 
- alimentation, medicaments et 
abri, - il extste un oesoin essen-
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tiel : assurer a ce tres grand nom­
bre de personnes des conditions 
de vie adequates. En outre, il taut 
appuyer pleinement les program­
mes de reinstallation d~:;s retugies 
et des rapatries ; sinon le pro­
bleme des refugies ne Jerait que 
se perpetuer ... >> 

Un probleme politique 
La plupart des orateurs qui se 

succecterent annoncerent une 
augmentation substantielle de. !a 
contribution financiere accordtie 
par ieUl pays. CE. fut cas notam­
ment de M. Van der Klaauw, 
ministre neerlandais des affaires 
etrangeres, qui promit !'equiva­
lent de 9,5 millions de dollars, 
du Nigeria, qui, apres une vehe­
rr"ente philippique anticolon;a­
liste, annon~ la remise d'un 
cheque de 3 millions de dollars, 
de Mme Kirkpatrick, qui rempla­
c;ait le vice - president Georget 
Busch retenu a Washington par 
!'etat de sante de M. Ronald Rea­
gan. Cette derniere a annonce que 
son pays allait !iberer 285 mil­
lion~ de dollars specialement 
jestines aux rtifugies africains, 
conc!uant : « ll taut renoncer 
:zux aventures militaires et a la 
poliiique de violence. Dans cet 
effort, vous pouvez compter sur 
les Etats-Unis. » 

Au cours de sa conference de 
presse, le chef de la delegatwn 
americaine a dit que leE Etats­
Unis financ;aient le tiers du bud­
get du H.C.R. et pris positiOn 
contre !'attitude des pays arabes 
a !a confereace : « Aucune nation 
ne doit etre exclue arbitraire­
ment d'une conference pour une 
razson pdlitique ... Sur la ct,emande 
des Etats africain~ eu:t:-memes, 

nous sommes contre toute politi­
sation de cette rencontre. » Elle 
critiqua !'absence de toute repre­
sentation des pays de 1 ' E s t, 
exceptti la Chne. « Je suis tres 
surprise et j'estime que c'est tres 
regrettable de constater ce desin­
teret pour les questions huma­
nitaires. » 

A un journaliste qui lui repro­
chait certains contacts rticents 
avec des officiels sud-africains, 
Mme Kirkpatrick repondit : « J'ai 
rencontre les representant& de 
plus de vingt nations africaines, 
et les Etats-Unis procedent a des 
echanges de vues reguliers avec 
l' Afrique du Sud, avec laquelle ils 
entretiennent des relations diplo­
matiques normales... » 

M. Boutros-Ghali annonc;a que 
l'Egypte mettait 1 million de 
dollars a Ia disposition du H.C.R. 
pour financer des missions medi­
cales egyptiennes dans les camps 
de refugies. « Le probleme est, en 
derniere analyse, polittque. dit-il. 
Notre premzere approche pour le 
resoudre doit etre .l'adoptton de 
la charte des droits de l'homme 
et du citoyen americain mise au 
point par l'O.U.A. et notre 
deuxieme approche une action 
mediatrice permanente destinee a 
regler pacifiquement les con/ltts 
ajricains. » 

Les ministres des affaires 
etrangeres du Danemark et de Ia 
Republique federate allemande, 
M. Pierre Aubert, conseiller fede­
ral suisse ·c h a r g e des affaites 
etrangeres, M. Mark Macguigan, 
secretaire d'Etat canadien aux 
affa!res exterieures. annoncerent 
un accroissement de \'aide finan­
ciere de leur p a y s chiffre a 
10 millions de dollars pour le gou­
vernement danoi.s, et a 4,5 mil­
lions de francs suisses pour le 
gouvernement he!vetique. 

Quant a 1\.1. Olivier Stirn, !I ren­
dit · hommage a l'O.U.A., decla­
,.ant : « IZ est just.e de soult­
gner la maniere exemplaire dont 
les Etats membres de ['organisa­
tion de !'Unite atrtcaine se sont 
acquittes de leur devoir huma­
nitatre en apportant des reponses 
proprement regzonales au pro­
bleme des reJugies. » Puis 11 
insista sur Ia necessite de main­
tenir !'aide a un certain niveau, 
affirmant : « Il serait souhaitable 
que la part du continent africain 
dans le programme d'assistance 
du H.C.R. ne descende pa~ 
au-dessous d'un seuil qui permette 
de soulager les Etats africains. 
Sans vouloir fixer une proportion 
contraignante, j'observerai seule­
ment que les sommes attectees 
au programme d'asszstance aux 
retugies africains qui s'etablissait 
en 1978 a 43,;1 % du budget du 
H.C.R. n'etait plus que de 26 % 
en 1979 et de 32 o/o en 1980. » 

Enfin le ministre fran!iais an­
nonc;a : « Consciente de l'urgenoe 
et de la gravite de la sttuatzon 
et determinee a prendre sa part 
des charges nouvelles imposees 
au H.C.R. pour venir en aide aux 
retugies en A/rique, la Franoe a 
decide de verser au H.C.R. en 
1981 une contribution exception-
no11o I'll> '\ 'Yn'i711flnR riP frnnf!_Q n11.i. 
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AFRICAN REFUGEES 

Maria Elena Hurtado, on the reasons behind the 
international conference on assistance to 
African refugees opening this week in Geneva 
(April 9-10). 

If there is a continent suffering from a refugee crisis 

that continent is Africa. In the last five years the number 

of people fleeing from persecution and the ravages of war gave 

a phenomenal leap from one million to five million. Africa 

has the unenviable record of hosting half the total refugees 

in the world. 

One and a half million of them are in Somalia, where 

conditions are so bad that up to 300 children are dying every 

day from malnutrition and disease. In Djibouti 12 per cent of 

the population is a refugee. The civil war in Chad has recently 

forced an estimated 100,000 people, mostly women and children, to 

flee into Cameroon, Nigeria and Sudan. 

Since most of the 32 countries·of asylum in Africa rank among 

the poorest of the world, having to shelter, feed, educate and 

employ unexpected influxes of refugees is an unbearable burden. 

Yet, despite their domestic problems, African countries have 

been extremely generous with their fellow-men in trouble. In 

contrast to South-East Asia which did not take many of the 'boat' 

people -- or with Latin America, which turned away many Chilean 

refugees after the 1973 coup d'etat there --most of Africa's 

refugees are housed in their continent. The concept that " .•• the 

refugees of Africa are primarily an African problem and an African 

responsibility •.. " as President Nyerere of Tanzania put it, is 

widely accepted. Tanzania, as some other. Atr ican states, has 

even set aside land to accommodate refugees from neighbouring 

countries. 

Africans have also gone along with the idea of 'burden sharing' 

aimed at spreading out the cost of hosting refugees. 
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That refugee-linked aid assis~ the development of the 

countries of asylum is .. no bad thing. In many cases, sound econorn1c 

development would do much to stern the ever-increasing tide of 

refugees. Poverty, pressure on resources, unequal distr~bution of 

wealth are a breeding ground for political instability. In the 

1970s ruthless dictators like Macias Nguerne in Equatorial Guinea, 
of 

Idi Arnin;uganda and Jean Bokassa in the Central African Empire 

set thousands of people on the road to exile. 

There are at least two other refugee-producing situations whose 

resolution is not necessarily linked to economic development. 

Firstly, there are the conflicts over boundaries, a legacy from 

colonial powers which carved Africa with total disregard to 

ethnical and tribal boundaries. The OAU decision to stick to the 

present borders has not stopped the warring over boundaries or over 

self-rule. The struggle of the Polisario in Western Sahara 

exemplifies the latteri the infighting between Somalia and Ethiopia 

over the Ogaden desert, the former. 

The second refugee-producing conflict is apartheid South Africa 

and its illegal hold over Namibia. 

Says Magaga Alot: "Of course everything must be done to eliminate 

the root-causes of refugee displacements in Africa. But as long as 

they remain unresolved, there will be a need for international . 
assistance to refugees. The African refugee crisis has become so 

severe that it was imperative to hold the Geneva conference now." 

The hope is that governments attending the conference will come up 

with a major part of the US $1.2 bn being looked for. A good sign 

is that Vice-Pcesident George Bush is heading the American delegation 

and Ministers from other Western nations are also attending. An 

undeclared aim of the Geneva conference is to get the socialist 

countries and the OPEC countries to increase their assistance to 

African refugees since it is the Western nations that have put most 

of the money up till now. 

end rneh/wrnh/0304/81 

MARIA ELENA HURTADO is a Chilean journalist 
working for Third World Media. 

THIRD WORLD MEDIA must be credited when 
reproducing this article. · Please send 
us cuttings. 
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But if African nations welcome uprooted individuals or groups, they 

also stress that international solidarity towards the plight of ... 
refugees -- translated into financial assitance, food aid, personnel 

and equipment -- is vital. 

Here Africans feel neglected. A refugee in Africa is receiving 

US $22 in international aid a year compared to US $50 spent on 

every refugee outside Africa. 

Says Magaga Alot, a Kenyan and information officer of the 

International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa 

opening tomorrow in Geneva (April 9-10}: ''As far as the world is 

concerned, Africa is on the fringe, it is a dark continent. The 

exploitation of its resources is all that matters: its human 

suffering is taken for granted." 

The conference, sponsored by the Organisation of African Unity 

and organised by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 

(UNHCR), is an attempt to make up for the relative neglect. African 

governments will be presenting detailed requests for assistance to 

the conference including additional assistance for newly-arrived or 

permanent refugees and 'for those returning to their country of 

origin. The most recent examples of the latter are Zimbabwe -­

where some 100,000 returnees, mostly subsistance farmers, require 

direct help -- and Burundi, where a similar number of Burundians 

have returned to their country compounding the problems posed by 

200,000 refugees from neighbouring nations. 

All in all, African nations are asking for a generous 1.2bn 

dollars to meet the refugee crisis. Out of the total, about 

US $312m are for investments in infrastructure. This becomes 
refugee 

essential because/settlements can both disrupt the life of rural or 

urban areas and the country's economy. Ports get congested with 

supplies for the newcomers, roads blocked, educational and medical 

facilities stretched to a maximum. The majority of African 

refugees come from a rural background and in many cases they cross 

borders and establish themselves in inhabited areas. The resources 

required to open new settlements in faraway places, plus the cost 

of helping the uprooted to earn their own livelihood, can be enormous. 

Cautions Magaga Alot: "Apart from easing the plight of refugees, 

international assistance has to benefit a whole area. Otherwise, 

if refugees are seen to be given priority over the local population, 

they can arouse jealousy and animosity and cause even more problems 

for governments. 

more meh/wmh/0304/81 



POUR VENIA EN AIDE A CINQ MILLIONS DE REFUGIES 
... 

Sommet sur I'Afrique a 
•• Et nous )) : c'est par ces deux mots que l'on 

pourrait resumer le sens de Ia conference qui 
reunit, des ce matin a Genhe et jusqu'a vendredi 
soir les representants de plus de 70 Etats (mem­
bres ou non des Nations Unies), convoques par le 
secretaire general W aldheim, a Ia demande de 
l'Organisation de l'Unite africaine (QUA). But 
de cet etrange show: attirer l'attention des opi­
nions publiques sur le drame que vivent dans le 
continent noir, quelque cinq millions de refugies, 
dont le sort a ete quelque peu «oublie)) dennt Ia 
tragedie qu'a representee ces dernieres annees 
l'afflux des Vietnamiens, Laotiens et Cambod­
giens dans les pays limitrophes d'Asie du Sud­
Est. Et ce chiffre de cioq millions de personnes 
marque une progression geometrique: les refugies 
africains n'etaient que 750 000 il y a dix ans. 

PALAIS DES NATIONS: 
ANTOINE BOSSHARD 

Deuxieme fonction de cette reunion de deux 
jours: collecter des fonds pour n!pondre aux 
demandes des pays touches par lc phenomene: 
ces derniers ont presente au Secretariat des 
Nations Unics unc «note)) de 1,3 milliard de 
dollars pour Ia reintegration de cette nuee de 
deracincs. Aide qui dcvait. dans leur esprit, etre 
repartie sur cinq ans a Ia fois en aide immediate 
ct a plus long terme (infrastructures, ecotes, 
routes. etc.). C'est pour cette raison que Ia con­
ference mobilise des representants a haut ni­
vcau: un premier ministre, celui de Ia Sierra 
Leone, un 'icc premier ministrc. celui du Swa­
t.iland. et de tres nombreux ministres des Affai­
rcs etrangercs. celui des Pays-Bas v..:nant a 
Gcncve au nom de Ia Communaute europeenne. 
M. Pierre Aubert. quant a lui, representera Ia 
Suisse. S'agissant de participation on note aussi 
que Ia Chine a envoye un vice-ministre des 
Affaires etrangeres, M. Zhang Canming. alors 
que les pays de !'Est se sont refuses ;i se rendre a 
Genevc, cstimant que Ia situation des rCfugies 
dans lc continent noir est imputable a l'aprcs­
colonialismc. dont les pays capitalistcs n'ont 
qu';i payer les frais. Les Etats-Unis, quant ;i 
eux, s'interesseJit de pres a Ia reunion. a laquelle 
dcvait assister lc vice-president Bush. II sera 
remplace ici par l'Ambassadricc aupres "de 
l'ONU a N..:w York, Mme Jeane J. Kirkpatrick. 
Cont..:ste dans un premier temps par lcs Etats 
arabes. Israel. invite lui aussi, participcra fina­
lement aux travaux. 

L 'enjcu est done de taille: un refugie sur deux 
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Genev 

Parmi les millions d'adultes, une nuee d'enfants mal nourris. (Photo HCR) 

dans le monde est aujourd'hui Africain. A cela 
il est des raisons tres diverses, dont les difficul­
tes de survie pour de nombreux ressortissants 
de pays ou Ia guerre fait rage. Ethiopie, Angola, 
Ouganda. etc. Un seul chiffrc suftit a le demon­
trer: un pays aussi pauvre que Ia Somalie comp­
te aujourd'hui pas moins de I 540 000 refugies, 
pour Ia plupart des hommes et des femmes 
fuyant les regions d'Ethiopie ravagces par les 
combats. <<C'est le plus grave des problemes de 
rcfugics dans le monde)), estime le Haut Com­
missaire aux Refugics, dont !'organisation a 
rcussi ces dernieres annecs a rcunir pres de II 
millions de dollars pour !'aide a des centaines de 
milliers de personncs dans cc pays. Le program­
me actuel du HCR pour 1981 en Somalie, d'un 
montant de 41,8 millions de dollars avait etc 
prevu pour une population de 900 000 person­
ncs. Or les arrivees continues de rCfugies a obli­
ge le HCR de revoir ce budget en hausse. car il 
manque aujourd'hui quelque 9 millions de dol­
lars pour assurer une aide immediate autre 
qu'alimentaire aux 400 000 noU\l!aux *nus. 
Parmi les prineipaux pro jets e11 C~lJ!S: fournir 
de l'eau potable, qui manquerait" cruellement 
dans les camps, sans Ia cooperation de plusieurs 
institutions benevoles. 

Cependant, ne citer que Ia Somalie (le cas le 
plus criant) sera it injuste: on compte en effet 
pas moins de 25 pays africains qui ont des 
refugies sur leur sol. 

Dans un premier temps, Ia conference de 
Gcneve tentera de reunir 550 millions de dollars 
pour une aide d 'urgencc: pour les 18 mois a 
venir. 

Dans un bulletin public <l !'occasion de Ia 
conference, le Comitc international de Ia Croix­
Rouge, lui, lance un autre cri d'alarme: outre 
les 5 millions de refugies, J'Afrique compte pa~ 
moins de 750 000 personnes deplacees (a l'inte­
rieur de leur propre patrie), et «elles souffrent 
tout autant que les refugies)), note M. Jean­
Marc Bornet, deJegue general pour !'Afrique au 
CICR. 
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Africa's 
Refugees 

0 ne of the aims of the International 
Conference on Assistance to Refu­

gees in Africa to be held in Geneva on 
April 9 and 10 is to focus public 
attention on the plight of the 5 million 
refugees in Africa. Last November the 
United Nations General Assembly 
called on the Secretary-General to 
convene an international conference to 
mobilize assistance for the Afpcan 
refugees. Much of the political 
momentum behind the conference 
came from the Organisation of African 
Unity. 

Apart from raising awareness of the 
African refugee problem, the con­
ference also aims to raise funds for 
direct assistance to the refugees and 
to improve the infrastructural capa­
city of African countries. 

Surveys have been conducted to 
discover the needs of the 27 coun­
tries that have taken in refugees. 
Together they would require $1.15 
billion of which $500bn would be 
required immediately. 

What makes the problem so in tract- Refugees from Congo in Zaire 
able in the African context is that 
most African refugees have found 
refuge in countries which are them-
selves desperately poor. These coun-
tries are struggling to break the vicious 
cycle of poverty to prove at least 
the basic needs for their own people. 

The presence of 5 million refugees 
in Africa imposes severe strains on the 
already over-stretched resources and 
limited infrastructural capacities of 
host countries. The mounting of 
emergency programmes for elemental 
needs such as food and shelter require 
considerable input of resources on the 
part of asylum countries. 

As the problem and the need to 
find a solution grows, efforts are being 
made to get more countries to agree 
to make contributions. It is hoped that 
Western countries, including Britain, 
will step up their aid but, I believe, 
special efforts are being made to 
appeal to the Soviet Union, who so 
far has not made any contribution at 
all, and the oil-producing countries 
for financial commitments. 

If the conference is unsuccessful 
in raising more money, the refugees 
will be condemned to a terrible fate. 
"I do not think that the international 
community will ignore the pleas of the 
refugees," a UN official said recently. 

UNHCR 



11-l.Jl.. BEP1IBLI CA II Colombia 

En Africa 

Cinco millones de personas a Ia 

espera de una racion de comida 
NAIROBI, abril (Especial de IPS) 

Cinco millones de seres hafnbrien­
tos, en su mayoria mujeres y nifios, 
forzados a desplazarse, a abandonar 
hogares, a atravesar desiertos o sel­
vas, buscando un Iugar que a! alcan­
zar, lo encuentran sumergidos, casi 
siempre, en su propia tragedia, 
miedo,, desesperanza, incerti­
dumbre .... Estos son los refugiados 
de Africa. 

Muchos de ellos no lo saben.E 
incluso, · aquellos que escucharon 
hablar de ello, o no lo entienden, o 
no lo creen. Son pocos, cierto, los 
refugiados que conocen el temerario 
dato de que el mundo gasta en fabri­
cacion de armas un millon de dola­
res. Pero el dato esta ahi 

Las Naciones Unidas han convo­
cado en Ginebra una conferencia in­
ternacional que, a lo largo de los 
dias 9 y l 0 de este mes, in ten tara 
buscar mas fondos para contribuir a 
Ia s.oluci6n inmediata de aquel dra­
ma humano en aumento. 

El alto comisariado de Ia ONU 
para refugiados (UNHCR), organi­
zador de Ia reunion, ha preparado 
informes de cuya aprobaci6n podni 
~urgir unaracion de comida, una in­
¥~~i6n, 5? un pl,tftad<>. de t~jgopaqt, 
ftcifftra, que son fas')iecesicfade~ mas 
~itales para aquellos cinco millones 
~0 ~"~~-J,.,.,.,.l_C' 

Por su parte.Ja Organizacionpara 
Ia Unidad Africana (OUA) continua 
lanzando gritos de alarma: Ia si­
tuacion: aseguran sus funcionarios, 
es radicalmente distinta a lo que lo 
fue hace 10 afios, cuando el numero 
de refugiados en Africa era 'solo' de 
750 mil. 

La OUA lamenta que Ia opinion 
publica mundial no este suficiente­
mente informada sobre aquella tra­
gedia diaria e insiste en Ia insuficien­
cia tambien de los fondos de ayuda. 

Mientras en el mundo las prime­
ras planas de los medios de informa­
ci6n se dedican al anuncio de un 

cambio de gobierno, de Ia perdida 
de un escafio parlamentario de Ia 
ultima coalici6n de votos p~ra de­
fender un proyecto,para decidir Ia 
prohibicion del tninsito en determi­
nadas calles en determinados dias de 
Ia semana, Ia noticia de un en­
cuentro internacionl sobre el drama 
de los refugiados, suele pasar a las 
paginas interiores o a Ia seccion de 
reportajes. 

La reunion de Ginebra tiene un 
solo antecedente: Ia conferencia que 
sobre el problema de los refugiados 
y personas desplazadas en el sudeste 
asiatico se realizo, tambien en Gi­
nebra, en 1979. 

En el marco de los preparativos 
para esta reunion, los gobiernos 
africanos elaboraron balances, da­
tos, ctfras, prioridades y el alto co­
misariado de Ia ONU difundio noti­
cias, publicaciones e informes 
e, incluso,. organizo viajes a grupos 
de periodistas a los regionales mas 
afectadas por ese drama,. 

He aqui algunas cifras:en el mundo 
hay un total de diez' mill ones de re­
fugiados, d~ los cuales Ia mitad se 
encuentra en un solo continente: 
Africa. Hay 2~ .. ru\lses a~~I\Pos q~;~ 
;ue<:eSitan ayuda' atimenmfilf"de ur­
gencia" para hacer sobrevir a secto­
res de sus respectivas poblaciones. 

La FAO (organizacion de Ia ONU 
para agricultura y alimentacion) 
!anza continuos llamados a! mundo 
para que envfe alimentos y medici­
nas a esos 28 paises. Solo en Soma­

. lia hay un mill6n y medio de refu­
giados. Desde el Chad salena diario 
centenares de seres, huyendo de Ia 
·~uerra, hacia paises como el Came­
run o Nigeria. En el Sudan hay casi 
medio millon de refugiados, en 
Zaire, 400 mil, en Burundi m~s de 
un cuarto de mi116n. 

Los informes estan ahi. Los datos 
ya son conocidos, y Ia tradegia en 
aumento .... solo falta conocer Ia re­
acci6n del mundo. 

• 



:{risteligt Dagblad, Denmark 

F en1 rnillioner pa flugt 
FN-konference om hja!lp til Afrikas jlygtninge abner i dag i Geneve 

M J esper S(Z)e HER FINDES AFRIKAS FLYGTNINGE 

Marokko ------

Atseriet ----- 52.000 ---~~.----
.t:gypte"\ ------ 5.000 ---J~F~----....lr-----~-

p.l igeria ------ 110.000 --........ ..---+---+--, 
S~rt~gal ------ ').000 

Sudar'\ ------ 490.000 

Ghana------ 200 

Cer'\tralafrikan.ske Rep. 7.000 

Cameroun----- :.!66.000 

Uga'lda ------ 112,1•00 

Gabon------ 10.000 

la1re ---·--- 4oo.ooo 

Ktlde: Oplysninger fra tilflugtslandene. 

8Pm.-rk, at tallE"ne kun omfattPr regi~trPrf>dP flygtn 1nge 
og derfor ikke P.r fuldst.-n.digP. Flygtntng ... , der vpndPr 
ttlbage til deres hjPmlande, tc>f" ikke mPdt'li(P.t, ~elv om 
de modtager internatlonal bi"'ltand ti.l derP!!I ti.lpasn.tng 

Der er fern millioner af 
dem. Mange er syge, 
mange er sultne. De fleste 
er kvinder, b!llrn og gam­
le. De er flygtet fra for­
f!lllgelser og krig. Ofre for 
begivenheder udenfor 
deres kontrol. 

De bar forladt deres 
.1jem og draget ud til fads 
pA den lange fa:rd over 
jllrkner, floder, bjerge og 
gennem jungler. 

Det er Afrikas flygtninge. 
Hver enkelt skrebne· bar sin 
egen tragedie. Tilsammen er 
de fern millioner et nederlag 
for menneskelighed, en krise 
for menneskeheden. 

Det er disse flygtninge 
som h~jsttAende regerings­
reprresentanter fo rige Iande 
torsdag og fredag i Geneve i 
Schweiz samles for at hjrel­
pe. PA den afrikanske flygt­
ningeskonference, som ar­
r"-tgeres af FN s flygtninge-

,kommissariat, UNHCR, 
med Poul Hartling i spidsen. 
spidsen. 

Halvdelen af aile verdens 
flygtninge er i Afrika, deres 
tal er femdoblet siden 1975. 

- Situationen forvrerres 
stadig og vi bar Mrdt brug 
fnr hi<»ln "ioPr hnll<»ntirPn 

Konferencen vrekker min­
delser om m!l)det i juli 1979, 
hvor rige giverlande lovede 
over 1,2 milliarder kroner til 
lndokinas bMflygtninge. 

De afrikanske flygtninges 
drama bar ikke vakt sA me­
get opsigt som bMfolkets 
tragedie. Det bar givet sig 

. udslag i at der ofres ca. 120 
kroner pr flygtning i det 
sorte kontinent, halvdelen af 
hvad mange andre flygtnin­
gegrupper fAr. 

0nsker 
Intet under at 30 afrikanske 
stater m~der op med krem­
pemressige !llnskelister. Kra­
vene bel!l)ber sig samlet til 
1.15 milliarder dollars (7.7 
milliarder kroner). De forde­
ler sig pA 494,5 mill. kroner. 
dollars (3.3 milliarder kro­
ner) i direkte flygtningehjrelp 
og 85.9 mill.dollars (575 mill. 
kroner) til af genbosrette 
flygtninge. 

Derudover ~nsker de afsat 
312,7 mill. dollars (to milli­
arder kroner) til >>St!l)ttepro­
jekter, der skal hjrelpe med 
at absorbere flygtninge­
str~mmen<<. Projekter i 
denne kategori stra:kker sig 
fra 41.1 mill. dollars (275 
mill. kroner) til bygge veje 
Somalia, som alene huser 
mPrP Pnfi Pn flPrliPAPJ o::af hp)p 

milion kroner ) til klassevre­
relser i en underskole i Ke­
nya, som bar 3.500 flygtnin­
ge. 

Medregnet 260.8 mill. dol­
lars (1.7 milliarder kr) der 
s~ges om til allerede god­
kendte FN-projekter for 
flygtninge nAs et total-tal for 
hele konferencen pA de 7. 7 

miliarder kroner. 
I et langt konferencedo­

kument hedderdet,at »det er 
brevet over e~hver tvivl at 
Afrikas nationer fortjener 
hjrelp sA de kan videref!l)re 
deres stors!Aede og gener~se 
holdning overfor flygtninge-
ne<<. 

De fleste af Afrikas lai)de 
repfiekterer de internatinale 
konventioner om asylret og 
nresten overalt modtages de 
fremmede med traditionelt 
grestevenskab, eller i hvert 
fald ikke med fjendtlighed. 

U realistisk 
Ikke desto mindre anses ~n­
skelisten pA 7. 7 milliarder 
kroner for fuldkommen ure­
alistisk. 

- Glem det pAkonferen;en, 
det tal ender i historiens 
dcr:~Jti,.sn:~ncl sioer en kilde i 
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Et meget mere opnAeligt 
mAl er ekstra hjrelp for 450 
mill. dollars (godt tre milli­
arder kroner) til at srette ind 
mod akut n~d blandt flygt­
ningene, hvoraf mange hen­
slreber tilvrerelsen i st~vede 
tr~stesl~se lejre eller barak-

byer. 
Tre milliarder over to ar 

indregner de 1. 7 flilliarder 
kroner der beh!l)ves til alle­
rede godkendte projekter.­
Et sAdant resultat vii vrere 
en enorm succes, siger kil­
der i UNHCR. I forvejen 
bar UNHCRs budget passe­
ret de tre milliarder kroner. 
Det skete sidste ar. For ti Ar 
siden var budgettet for Poul 
Hartlings organition pA 
ca. ti mill. dollars ( 67 mill. 
kroner) 

Dale de Haan advarer 
mod overdreven optimisme. 
- Mange traditionelle giver­
lande bar antydet, at deres 
evne til at poste nye milli­
oner i flygtningehjrelp ikke 
er ubegrrenset. 

- Nogle Iande er nu be­
gyndt at sp!l)rge om, hvor 
grrenserne for humanitrer hi­
stand gAr, siger han. 

-PAden anden side, tilf!ll­
jer han er det klart at hvis 
det internationale samfund 
ikke rvster on med betvdelil!: 



USA 
F~r konferencen modtog 
UNHCR den oplivende ny-

hed, at USAs nye regering 
under Ronald Reagan har 
ans~gt Kongressen i Was­
hington om at s<ette flygtnin­
gehj<elpen til Afrika op fra 54 
mill. dollars (361 mill. kr.) i 
1982. Det drejer sig alene om 
bitand ikke om f0devare le­
verancer. I ar giver USA 42 
mill. dollars (281 mill. kr.) i 
f!ildevarebistand til Afrikas 
flygtninge. 

FN s h(iljkommiss<er for 
flygtninge har allerede mlH­
tet revidere sit budget for 
1981. De seneste overslag 
antyder, at budgettet rna 
fordobles, hvis det blot skal 
d<ekke behovet i Somalia. 

Rapporter fra h!iljkommis­
s<erens kontor ansli'lr antallet 
af flygtninge i Somalia til 
1.540.000. 

60 pet. er etniske soma­
Here, flygtet fra konflikten i 
Etiopiens Ogaden-omrade. 
H~jkomiss<erens budget 

for 1981 baseerer sit behov 
for somaliske flygtninge pa 
omkring 900.000. Den p1ud­
selige stigning i tallet i om­
radet betyder, at hovedpar­
ten af pengene som konfe­
rencen haber at rejse i ha­
stehjrelp, sandsynligvis vii ga 
til flygtninge pa Afrikas 
Hnrn 

Bam med arme og 
ben som trendstikker 
Et fattigt kontinents nye tragedie: flygtningene 

- En lille pige med trend­
stiktynde arme og ben 
rakte sin hand op mod 
mig, tog fat i en af mine 
fingre og f~rte mig rundt i 
lejren. 

- Hun ville vise mig 
n~den og elendigheden. 
Sadan sagde den norske 
skuespillerinde Liv Ullmann 
for nylig, da hun m(ildte poli­
tikere fra begge Kongressens 
kamre i Washington. 

Hun fortalte om sit bes(ilg i 
Somalias flygtningelejre. 

- Mens vi sidder her og ta­
ler, d(ilr tusindvis af b(ilrn, 
sagde hun. - Jeg sa de lange 
ventende r<ekker af menne­
sker, der venter pa flyet med 
mad skal komme, eller en 
lastbil med medi<;in og l<e­
ger. . . nogle kvinder holdt 
deres udtrerede b!ilrn frem 
mod mig og sagde: - Dette 
er mit sidste barn, de andre 
er d~e. 

Liv Ullmann kunne rejse 
v<ek fra lejrene, tilbage til et 
liv i luksus. Det kan flygt­
ningene ikke. De er fanget i 
en ofte tr~stesl~s tilvrerelse i 
et kontinent, hvor 60 pro­
cent af befolkningen under 
aile omstrendigheder er un­
derern<erede. I det Afrika, 
der rummer 29 af verdens 
fattigste stater, i en verdens­
del, der er kaldt fattigdom­
mens f<elde. 

Netop her rammer flygt­
ninll"Ptrall"erliPn Pkstra hilrdt. 

nye hundredtusinder, som 
vrelter ind over gr<enserne, 
skaber problemer, som kun 
kan l(ilses ved hj<elp udefra. 

Somalias problemer er i 
s<erklasse. Hver fjerde ind­
bygger er i dag flygtning. 

Her et par eksempler pa 
hvordan tilv<erelsen kan 
forme sig for Afrikas flygt­
ninge andre steder pa konti­
nentet. 

Tanzania: - Pa !odder med 
fern hektar god ageJjord i 
Tanzanias nord(ilstlige del 
dyrker flygtningene i Ulian­
kulu majs og kassawa til eget 
forbrug, hver husholdning 
skal m<ette ca. ti personer. 

Der dyrkes ogsa tobak for 
at skaffe kontanter. B0rnene 
gar aile i skole til deres m(ild­
res store stolthed. De er 
nemlig analfabeter. B0rnene 
arbejder i marken efter sko­
letid og bidrager til maden 
ved at jage smMugle. 

F,amilieme, som flygtede 
fra · stammemassakrer i det 
overbe(olkede Burundi, le­
ver i sma byer i traditionelle 
r0dlerede huse, alt bogstave­
ligt bygget med egne hren­
der. 

Aile 25.000 flygtninge af 
Hutu-folket, der har fundet 
et nyt hjem i Tanzania ejer i 
f<ellesskab en traktor og en 
del i flygtningekollektivets 
butikker mv. 

Malet er at de en dag skal 
v<ere indsluset fuldst<endigt i 
deres nve land. blive fulde 

medborgere. Ca. 35.000 
flygtninge fra nabolandet 
Ruanda er for nylig blevet 
statsborgere i Tanzania. 
Sudan: Bag en !mota vea 
byen El Gedaref i Sudans 
velstaende hirseland i den 
flygtningerige Kassala-pro­
vins bor 6.000 registrerede 
etiopiske flygtninge. 

Bosretningen hedder Ta­
iwawa, hver familie har pa 
sin lille lod et telt, hvor de 
ofte er stuvet sammen med 
skr<emte slregtninge, der 
ikke t~r lade sig indregi­
strere som flygtninge. De er 
bange for at blive sendt til­
bage til Etiopien eller v<ek 
fra deres sl<egtninge. 

Mrendene kan i h!ilsttiden 
fa arbejd~ pa de rige b!ilnders 
mar~er. De arbejder pl'i ak­
kord med klart ulovligt lave 
l(ilnninger. Kvindeme i Ta­
iwawa s<elger gr~ntsager 
inde i byen eller arbejder for 
sudanske familier. 

Det er en officiel hemme­
lighed at de ofte udnyttes 
seksuelt og af de Mrde om­
st<endigheder tvinges ud i 
prostitution. I lejren florertr 
tuberkulose og mange b~m 
d~r pl'i grund af sygdomme 
og darlige sanitrere forhold. 
Selv almindelige m<eslinger 
kan vrere d~delige her. 

Det sociale billede' er 
rn~rkt. Fa b~m gAr i skole, 
mange unge er arbejdsl(ilse 
og slAr sig pA flasken for at 
finde tr~st. S~e. 



FIN DE LA CONf"'ERENCE INTERNATIONALE 
·SUR LES 'REFUGffiS AFRICAINS 

L'ICARA determinee 
a trouver 

140 milliards 
clans l'immediat 

'· ~~· SoUdan rwu.U!IJUt. 
(~;090}. \:.te .. 
:•{226,()00;), . · .. ·• .. te: Burundi 
;(.~34.()p0). ' CJa i , ~'tant'"'Je 
--~140JlQO), . ~.;·. , f''Ouga~a 
·.:!lt2.0(JO}.'et:~A11Qola;(73.CJ®). 

"LE SOLE:!:L" 

Apri~ , ')~·r, 
'.," ., 

;. ::.LettJ)Orte~calnQ& 
,spryt~neraltfllettt declare sa ... 
tt.staits des .resultats .de Ia 
C!~r~""'~~,.. .. . . . .. 

nouveaf.lX Ia conference avait 
CQtltct6s. 

Oes.t:Mtrsonnalites de I'ONU. 
quJ, onl deja I' experience de 
esinf6rences du mtme ordre 
/!."* ·dans le passe, ont 
,prtv~ que Ia somme nette de 
l'aide. addltlonnelle promise 
cette semaine totaliserait entre 
30 -' .50· o/o des 140 miUlards. 

Lei representants afrlcains 
ont'explilne teur deception du 
fait que::fes pays donateurs se 
sont Opposes a une proposi;. 
tlon ~utaurait assur6 que les 
Proorammes c:l' aide seralent 
executes par l'fnten)ecUaire 
des 8Qences d• I'ONU, plut6t 

·. que sur. 'le plan bilateral. Les 
Afrlcafns: ... avaient. espere que 
les ald .. · prevu-.le seraient 
sur te plan «retuglls• et non 
sur le ptan «Nation•. 

Les negociatlons eligagees 
sur ce point controverse ont 
retarde de trois heures Ia ciO- · 
ture de Ia conf6rence. 

La position afrlcalne, exprl­
m6e par l'ambassadeur du 
Soudan Omar Blrido, a ete 
prise en consideration dans Ia 
·synt~esede M. Waldheim. 

Parmi tes engagements an­
npncespendant les deux jours 
d •. ta COllference figurent 72 
milliards F CFA (en deux ans, 
et su~ a I' approbation du 
coogres) de Ia part des Etats­
Unls, 9 milliards de l'AIIema­
gne de I' Ouest, 7~ m'lfliards de 
I'Ai'able Sjoudite 6,5 milliards 

i pu Canada, 3,5 mttliards du 
Japon, 4,2 milliards -a, l'ltalie, 
2. 7 milliards de I'Australie et 
4,5 de fa Grande-Bretaqne. 



I'ONU, ou encore I' aide bilate­
rale dejA promise. 

l'ouverture de Ia conferen­
ce, avalt et6 retardee en raison 
de Ia presence d'lsrael qui, a 
l'orlgine, provoqua un boycott 
de Ia part de tous tes pays ara­
bes, l !'exception de I'Egypte 
(qui a signa un traite de paix 
avec Israel), et de Ia Somalie, 
du Soudan, et Djibouti qui ont 
a faire face a d'importants 
problemas causes par les re­
fugies. 

Israel avait ete invite par te 
secretaire general de I"ONU, et 

les pays arabes ne se ·tont 
joints a Ia · conference · .,. 
lorsque I'OUA, en Ia persOMe 
de l'ambassadeur soudan,.;a, 
eut fait une declaration (fu 
haut de Ia tribune, precllent 
qu'lsrael avait ete invite _,. 
que I'OUA 8Ut ete consultM. 

M. Birido a declare qu'il s'y 
serait oppose par principe., cUts 
lors qu'lsra61 est lui-mtme 
responsable de probl~mes-de 
refugies et collabore etrotte­
ment avec I' Afrique du S~d.c. 
ciste. • 

Aucun pays socialiste eurO­
peen n'assistait a Ia conMftn­
ce. Les d8h~gues afrlcalna ont. 
en prlve, critique cette ablen­
ce. dis ant que m~me si les p_,s 
socialistes rttpugnaient A voir 
I' argent octroye par des agen­
ces internationales basee8 en 
Occident, its auraient pu s'en· 
gager dans Ia vole d'une aide 
bilaterale. ··( 

Tandis qu'en prive les repf6-
sentants africains accuelffent 
avec plalsir Ia .promesse dt8 
Americains; lis n ·hesitant P*"* 
dire que cet argent ne saulift 
servir d'excuse. dans le sud du 
continent, a I~ politique alllMt= 
caine en favJur de I' Afrique du 
Sud. · 

INTER~RESS SERYfCE 

n~e Sclei~" 
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There's half e~ oo:m in the biiter ooservaLon that 
the plight of Africa's f:.;r· n<'ion refufees i•; t·finr~ 
ignored because th:'y mnv(· ny h>t,t iJ,:.it':JO qf boat A 
conference c;;;lkd by :::1 A fn~·;~n :it a teo~ in Geneva 
finvlly conmu:.?lt;c:d at~el.t'on to the pn bh:rr. even if it 
f2iled to raise the G0sired $L2 Lil!ion in emerp.d!<::y 2id. 
Serre good has ;,llr·2:-tdy rcsctJced. A c; ntrite Reagan Ad­
m!r:isr.:ttio:1, dcl"cnslve Dlxt:.:t it.:., cr.r0lcss pr;·:Jse for 
:~oo.~th A.fr!ca, p;c<l[;f~d ~·2i~<i rn.lllou at the n.lt·,eung to 
help bhck _:.fric:";;•, who i<:l' c bPen f\o-iw·n imo exile by 
... va.r ::nd re,;-oh~Llur~. 

Tht: appallin::; facL '"that rotct,)J\ holf tk ·.'/tirld's 
Ielug.ce~.l are sc:ittere~·: through Afr!cQ. 1'"he~' are 1\0t 
, .. imply the ;·:.:_tires of dnA.:ght and farnine but ~,,f poN('r 
struggles am:n:>, a:--,•:l wit:·1in fKJlitic.Jl!y fragLf:· Aincan 
statES. !~o rcgfDn i~.~ ~1n~e 3~ld~y Stlick-:::n than rhe !Iorn 
of ltf.ric~, V/Lcrt. \~/ar~; in t:;,~-,~~~ .. pia 's r:ri1J ea. .and Oga­
c:.:n areas hav<o u;·rD!!te::~ as r:umy as ~'•'-"l1 million people 
- and ~hi:> i'1 a r:'.•;ion <dre.tdy p<:1-rhcd •.~v drought. A 
protracted civil Cliif:ict .n Chad h·"'~ cirive;1 a~ least as 
m:u;y intrJ cx;le, " rt'J the :,_,udan f.·i'C''•H.llng asylum to 
L,OSt Ol thesE:. 

Carr1ps 2.re fi~.Jt/ f.h_j~l~; e.·~la~:di~.;it J vritL tt1J.2 i~~lp 
~-tr.:c! 1Ullds t~f t:-:e t·:: :.teO f ~.:. .. _ .'!1) BiL:.h Cun~rn!s~- 1 ' .;-J.:~r for 

n N r-,il~ T '1. n D-,f, ~ 
\J,.l .• '-'":J::. au~s ... n -" .... ugees 
In Africa a Success 

rx;rTED Nt!.TIONS. N.r .. Apnl 13-
An eme:c;t:ncy ueeting ;r: Gei;ev,, to 
rai..:re funds f(. r z.s n1u.r../ as five rnillion 
Afric<Ul refl!gees has l::Jt>;~n u;,::eo .::. suc-­
.::e·:s ~~: .~.:.0~.1gl c:.:~:tr' L'i.li_!: .. :; t' 1 l~t"'"·~·~ 
~o!;::dgedonly ~- Q!) mi!i;Jn, Jes~ thau L.iil u: 
the ::-~mount ~ougnt. -rll~ ~-~n1~2d StCttcs 
rn.:-;_dt t.y· fa.i' u.J_..= i.:igg.:;~t ~, .. .-.ft"~·~r, ~2.$: ~: • .1-
;lOii. 

Refugt.>e:;, The toal wherever f{)Ssible 1s to re.>ett.le the 
exiles: and in some instance,;, ranz~mia for excur.ple, 
generoPs host C'0Untrif's a~,, distributing arahle land, 
But the U.N., with as currEnt budget ot $260 million, 
can bare1y lt:~ep alive most of thnse who langt:ish in 
makesrdt camps. 

Ce:-rtmendably, thr R~agan Ado:dnistration in 
recent w~ks has steadily inc:r..·,:·sod its pl,·nned contri­
btion to the refugee fund. Still, ;his windfall benefit to 
the b,)atless people <•wes a good dc·Jl to ~;orne thaught­
le;s wcrds in Washir:gton ab(Nt South Afnca being a 
favon:xi ally. To ~;how that it ctoes care at>;:.>ut black 
Africa. the Adrninistraiion s1:izfd ,~ratefully em this 
ht.manitarian caw:;e. 

Wi;h its help, the Reagan AdP1inistration cJ.n also 
i:'lakc some legit:m::;te political p<1ints. Ltile help E ex­
Pt'cted from the Soviet hloc, wi~o:.;e ie:1d01 s piously con­
tend that the m!se:ry of Afric:n1 refug•_es is the fruit of 
Western imperialism. But SO'I'i(:t arm:.: in the h&nds ,;yt 
Ethiopian tr<x)ps c<'i3 partly :e_,; ,, ilJ1c: for spre<.ding 
frirnine r\r.d. pestilence; a~~d L!'uya ~:::;es ~-oviet vreapor~s 
to p:·oiong a cnlPI civil V>.:r in i,:r-ld. TLese !,nrcc•r; have 
ni."'t ;J~·cn prrxfu-:.~(~>d hy th~.: ~.~.\;st\ a11·i tL~:· P,,~agari .. A.drnin .. 
ist;-.,qc:1 is e;-:rning th•~ ngl<t tc LE'if' -- :hP r:;~l culprit,;. 

Pjaying PoUt~cs 
~rlii;:h Refugee Aid 

.".rab de!cg.;.tt::; :.<t first rdt;sed to 
e:.tu t•ec~H:sc lsrad's deh:gate ar. 
nv.:xi f1rst, and the Soviet tl!oc diJn't 
cn.11e at all, arguing that the matter at 
har.d was all thu fault of Westem co-
!OJtialism. lmt de'>p;te the shadov,·-box­
ing &::d absentex·s, a United Nations 
confmcmce in CA:!e?a last week raised 
$.500 million to aid an estimated 5 mil­
lic:n Afncan political r;:fugees. 

African nations had ho~--d for close 
to $1 billion to augment the ~60 million 
being spent this year by the United Na­
tions High Commissioner for Refugees 
and other U.N. agencies. President 
Siaka Stevens of Sierre Leone, chair­
rna:~ of the Organization of African 
Unity, :sald he brought an "S.O.S." 
frcn governments trying to cope with 
the influx of peopk displaced by wars 
and tribal persecution. There is "no 
time," he said, "for bickering, no time 
for conflict, no time for differenc~s." 

n,e Soviet Union excused its pen11Y· 
pbci1ing by blaming the West for ig­
:-1oring eth.'1ic ar>d tiib;:d boundaries 
when it cvt up Africa into colonies. 
i\!osz~ow rlidn't mer, don the nearly two 
mElivtl refug~s cn':tte,1 "';-,in the 
past few years by tile wars between 
'>c.vi('t- b·1Cked Ethiopia a11d Eritrean 
.:.·.~,d Ogaden secessionis~~-

TI!c Re~gan Adm!n!st!'ation, whkh 
l»d rlt" donors by pledging $28.5 m!l­
ivm, ·.va~~ not 'llk.·vc tryi:1g to sco:c 
, _.:.iicai points of it~ own. "Contrary 
'' scr. :e rcpr·rts," Unite<i Nations dele­
f:<"W Jt:<d1e J, Kirkp.:ttrick told report­
els, "tho Government of the United 
State-s c.ar.:s a f{reat .deal about our 
relations wit.l>t the nations of Africa." 
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"DAILY NATION" Nairobi 

Alrica's refugees aid plea 
WITH-more than half the world's 
10 million refugees now concen­
trated in Africa, the continent's. 
leaders are to ask for $1,250 
million in international aid. 

The refugee problem is increas­
ing daily as a result of drought, 
famine and war, prompting the 
Organisation of African Unity to 
ask the United Nations to 
convene a special appeal con­
ference in Geneva in April. 

To impress aid donors, 
predominantly the Western 
nations and ,Japan, the UN High 
Commission for Refugees has 
been showing a group of writers 
on relief problems some of 
Mrica's worst-hit regionS - in 
Somalia, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe 
and Cameroon. 

The tour organiser is senior 
UNHCR official Leon Davico. At 
the weekend he took us to 
Degahabour camp in the 

.BY NICK WORRAL, 
DEGAHABOUR, Monday 

drought -ridden Ogaden region .of 
Ethiopia, where 10,000 people­
live in crude huts on barren 
ground some 30 miles from the 
border with Somalia. Across that 
border more than a million people 
are living in refugee camps 
supported by a huge relief opera-
tion. ' 

Davico told me that by the end 
of last month most of Africa's 50 
nations had submitted pleas fi>r 
refugee aid totalling $1,250 
million. He said practically every 
African country now had at least 
five thousand refugees. 

This vast sum of money-would 
be in addition to the estimated 
$.')()() million that the UNHCR 
will have to spend this year on 

refugees not only in Africa but 
around the world. 

Nearly a third of Africa's 
refugees ~re in Somalia, where 
the 1,500,000 in camps get barely 
enough to eat and drink. Far 
worse problems are expected next 
month, as rivers dry up. 

Ethiopia is appealing in 
Geneva for $.')5 million to resettle 
almost 300,000 people who fled 
years of war in Eritrea and the 
Ogaden and who are now return­
Ing to find their homes destroyed 
oy war ana tnetr Jana spotted by 
almost continuous drought since 
1973. 

Other African States in trouble 
include Sudan, which is trying to 
care fi>r half-a-million refugees 
from Ethiopia, Chad and Uganda;_ 
Zaire whtch has ;ruu,uuu refugees, 
many from Angola; Algeria, 
which Claims 52,000 refugees; and 
Angola, which has 40,000. The 
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iist is almost endless. 
The West's response is likely to 

be far smaller than the stricken 
countries are hoping. A similar 
conference in 1979 for South-F-ast 
A-;ia rais&J $.120 million. plus 
promises of settlement for 2:«!.000 
people,.a total con.<;idered a good 
response at the time. Since then, 
however, world recession and 
policy decisions to cut aid by, fof 
in.'>tance, Britain and the United 
States, have reduced the poten­
tial of aid likely to be offered. 

Additionallv, the West's main 
donors- the US, the EEC, Scan­
dinavia and .Japan - are growing 
uneasy about the lack of aid from 
Russia and other Communist 
States - although the Kremlin 
and its allies have often been 

:fomenting the conflicts which 
contribute to refugee problems. 

- London Observer Service 

R8fugi8s en Afrique: 
action intense du CICR 

«La situation inquietante des refu­
gies africains appelle une solution 
urgente et durable. La recherche d'une 
telle solution, tout en revetant certains 
aspects humanitaires, doit immanqua­
blement passer par un reglement paci­
fKfue des differends•, a souligne 
M. Alexandre Hay, president du Co­
mite international de Ia Croix-Rouge 
(CICR), dans une declaration remise 
vendredi matin aux delegues des 
94 pays representes a Ia conference 
intemationale sur l'assistance aux 
refugies en Afrique, reunie a Geneve. 

«En effet, force est de constater que 
Ia situation de plus en plus tragique des 
refugies est Ia consequence directe de 

ces problemes politiques qui n'ont pas 
encore trouve de solution. La recher- · 
che de ces solutions va neanmoins 
prendre du temps. Aussi faut-il que Ia 
communaute internationale donne aux 
o~ga~isations ~u~anitaires les moyens 
d asstster les vtcttmes de fa~on effica­
ce», a releve M. Hay. 

Pres de~ trois quarts du budget 
CICR/Afnque 1981, soit environ 
50 millions de francs, seront consacres 
aux «refugies de l'interieur,. que sont 
les personnes deplacees, dont Je nom­
b~e. av_oi~ine 2 millions et qui sont 
~tssemmes ,dans Ia Corne de I' Afrique, 
I Angola, I Ouganda, le Tchad. Mais 
o!ltre. ~es _personnes deplacees et Ies 
refugtes, tl ne faut pas oublier Ies 

milliers de blesses, malades, prison­
niers de guerre et politiques, disparus 
et families separees, a souligne 
M.Hay. 

Pres de 80 delegues du CICR, assis­
tes de nombreux collaborateurs recru­
tes sur place, deploient leurs activites 
humanitaires dans 13 pays: Tchad, 
Soudan, Ethiopie, Somalie, Ouganda, 
Kenya, Zai're, Angola, Zambie, Zim­
babwe, Mozambique, Namibie, Afri­
que du Sud. Les programmes du CICR 
pour 1981, recemment soumis aux 
pays .d<?nateurs, se chiffrent a plus de 
66 mtlhons de francs et sont bases sur 
une evaluation des besoins effectuee 
par Ies delegues du CICR dans les 
differents pays africains concernes. 

(ATS) 
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Conferenza mondiale a Ginevra 
sui rifugiati in Africa 

I lavori iniziano domani sotto gli auspici deii'ONU 
E' indispensabile trovare una soluzione al dram­
rna di 5 milioni di profughi nel continente nero 

GINEVRA, 8. 

Sono C~!lQIW mmoni. Molti (ij ~oro !)0-
no affamati, molti altri sono malati. 

La maggior parte di essi e costituita 
da donne e bambini. Per sfugglte alle 
persecuzioni e alia guerra, vittime di 
eventi di cui non sono responsabili es­
si hanno abbandonato i propri focolari 
e sono partiti a piedi, attraversando de­
sert! che si chiamano Kalahari o Saha­
ra, hanno guadato fiumi come lo Zam­
besi o lo Shabeli, hanno varcato mon­
tagne e foreste vergini. 

Ecco in sintesi il dramma dei rifu­
giati africani. Ciascuno di essi reca con 
se la propria tragedia personale. Con­
siderati nel loro insieme i rifugiati d' 
Africa rappresentano una crisi umana 
di' primaria importanza. Una crisi che, 
superando le frontiere di una provincia, 
di un Paese o di una regione, riguarda 
ora il mondo intero. 

E' per far fronte a questa crisi che 
l'Assemblea Generale delle Nazioni Uni­
te ha chiesto nel novembre scorso al 
Segretario Generale dell'ONU, Kurt 
Waldheim, di convocare una Conferen­
za internazionale destinata a mobilita­
re l'assistenza per i rifugiati in Africa. 

La Conferenza che aprira i lavori do­
mani a Ginevra, sotto gli auspici delle 
Nazioni Unite, e la prima grande riunio­
ne internazionale espressamente intesa 
a richiamare l'attenzione dell'opinione 
pubblica mondiale sulla condizione e 
sui bisogni dei rifugiati in Africa. 

alcuni fattori estern! negativi quali la 
siccita, il rincaro delle fonti energeti­
che, i deficit alimentari, la recessione 
mondiale. 

Per essere concretamente operante, 
l'assistenza deve non solo far fronte 
ai bisogni peculiar! della crisi, quali la 
corresponsione di cibo, alloggi, cure 
mediche, rna contribuire altresi alia ri­
cerca di soluzioni in virtu delle quali 
i rifugiati di oggi possano divenire i 
cittadini produttivi di domani. 

Uno dei grand! obiettivi perseguiti 
dalla Conferenza sara pertanto quello 
di ottenere consistent! risorse supple­
mentari a! fine di consentire ai Paesi 
african! di accollarsi il gill. pesante ca­
rico rappresentato dall'accoglimento di 
alcuni milioni di rifugiati, e di trovare 
i mezzi per promuovere soluzioni dure­
voli alia crisi nel quadro delle attivita 
nazionali di sviluppo. 

MorDing News, Karachi 
1::'.4.81 

560m dollar 

pledged for 

Africa's DPs 
~NEVA, April 11: United 

Nations Secretary-Genera! Kurt 
Waldheim said today donors had 
pledged almost 560 million dol­
lars to aid Africa's refugees. 

The pledges of 559. S · million 
dollars exceed the 450 million 
dollar target for helpin~ re£u­
gees over the next 18 months. 

A conference on African re­
fugee relief would up as it had 
opened with a delay caused by 
a procedural wranile. The 
meeting was suspended for three 
hours while African and west­
ern nations agreed on the for­
mula for summing up the ses-
sion. ' 

Delegation sources said wes­
tern states opposed African de• 
mands for a follow-up confer~ 
ence to be included in a sum­
mary of proposals by Dr. Wald-
heim. · 

Western countries argued this 
was not needed and that the idea 
!had not been put to them in 
advance, the sources said. 

Sudan, leading the African 
group.. finally made a separate 
statement suggesting 'the possi­
bility of holding a further inter­
!lational conference1' on African 
l!'efugees. Dr. Waldheim said in 

, his. concluding speech only that 
Afr.iean proposals "merit care­
hi consideration."--'-Reuter. 

Prenderanno parte alia Conferenza 
a livello ministeriale tutti gli Stati mem­
bri delle Nazioni Unite. , Vi partecipe­
ranno, inoltre, i movimenti di liberazio­
ne nazionale riconosciuti dall'OUA <Or­
ganizzazione dell'Unita Africana) e dal­
le Nazioni Unite, nonche diverse Orga­
nizzazioni Non Governative (ONG) ed 
Intergovernative ed i mass-media che 
hanna gia avuto occasione di occuparsi 
del problema dei rifugiati in ·Africa ed 
hanno partecipato a diverse misure per 
risolverli. I lavori si concluderanno ve­
nerdi. 

~~. ~assan Belkhoja a Geneve 

CONTRIBUTI.ON MATERIELLE 

La Conferenza si propane di raggiun­
gere i seguanti obiettivi: richiamare 1' 
attenzione dell'oplnione pubblica mon­
diale ·~mila tragica sittiazione dei rifu­
gtatl in Africa; mobtlitare rtsorse sup­
plementart per i programmi in favore 
dei rifugiati in Africa; aiutare i Paesi 
d'asilo ad ottenere l'assistenza interna­
zionale ai progetti destinati a rafforza­
re Ia !oro capacita ad assumersi il far­
della supplementare che i rifugiati im­
pongono aile loro infrastrutture e ser­
vizi. 

La maggior parte di questa dispera­
ta fiumana di cinque milioni di rifugia­
ti e giunta in Paesi in via di sviluppo, 
cioe Nazioni che gia Iottano per garan­
tire aile proprie popolazioni un livello 
ctecente di vita. , 

Questi Paesi non sono in grado con 
i lor~ ~ez~i ~i ~~vi~re_ a~- bis?gni delle 

DE LA TUNISIE AU PROGRAMME 
D'ASSISTANCE AUX REFUGIES 
En marge de Ia Conferenca 

internationale c!'ossistarlce aux 
retugies d'Afrique ou i1 presi­
de Ia delega·tion tunisienne, M. 
HasS.On Belkhoja, mlnistre des 
Affaires etrongeres s'est entre 
tenu successivement avec M. 
Kurt Woldheim, Secretaire Ge­
Mml de :I'ONU, M. Von Wech­
rTI(Ir President en exerc:ce de 
I'Assemblee Generale des Na­
tions Unies et Mme Klrt Pa­
tri·ck chef de Ia delegotion des 
Etats-Unis d'Amerique. 

Les entretiell'S ont porte sur 
le deroulement des travaux de 
Ia conference ainsl que sur Ia 
Situation grave des refugles en 
Afriaue. 

Les bonnes relations entre Ia 
Tunisia et I'ONU ont ete ega­
lement soullgnees de •pan et 
d'autre. 

Avec Mma Ki·rk Patrick M. 

qui menacent !'Afrique alnsi 
que Ia situation preoccupante 
au Moyen-Orient. 

Par ailleurs, M. Hassan 
Belkhoja a in:forme le Secretai• 
ra General C:e fONU de Ia de­
crsion de Ia Tunisia de contri­
buer pa.r Ia somme de 15.000 
dollars amerloains au program 
me d'a·ssistan.ce a·ux retugles. 

A l'except.on de I'Egypte, du 
Soudan et de Ia Somolie, les 
pays ambes se sont trouves 
dons !'obligation de ne pas 
asslster a Ia seance d'ouvertu 
re oo· Ia conference pour vro­
tqstar contre lla· pa.rtilclpation 
d'lsrael a cette conference. 
Les pays orabes .ont fait sa­
voir qu'i,ls v£111seront d',Jmpor­
tantes contributions financieres 
pour venir en aid·a aux refu­
gies af;r;cains reaffirmant oinsi 
leu'r solidorite tradit.onneHa 



"THE HINTIU" Madras 

For an International 
Refugee Year 

ACCORDING TO CONSERVATIVE 
estrmates made by hUmanitarian agencies, more 
than ten million people today live as refugees 
in countries other than their own. One of the 
sad ironies this figure cOnceals is that while 
all of them have been driven into exile by 
persecution of one kind or another - ethnic, 
tribal, religious, or ideological - more than 
half of them are children who do not even 
know the meaning of these terms. Another 
grim fact is that today for the first time there 
are almost as many people seeking asylum 
-crossing not just borders but whole continents 
-as there were after Hitler in Europe. Refugees 
have now become so much a part of the 
landscape that they have even added a whole 
set of tragic euphemisms to the vocabulary 
-thus we have the "boat people" from Vietnam, 
Cuba and Haiti adrift in the South China Sea 
and the Caribbean, searching for a friendly 
shore, the "disappeareds" of Argentina and 
Chile who were not lucky enough to become 
refugees, the "temporary exiles" from Palestine 
and Central America who hope to go back 
once civil violence and foreign occupation ends, 
and the not so fortunate ones who can never 
go home and are waiting "in the country of 
first asylum" in the hope that they may be 
accepted for "third country settlement". 

But the refugee problems of Asia and 
latin America pale before those of Africa, 
where there are today as many as five million 
displaced persons from more than a dozen 
countries - Namibians driven out by South 
Africa. Chadians by Libya, Somalis and Eritreans 
by Ethiopia, Saharan Arabs by Morocco, Asians 
by Uganda, and the T utsis and the Hutus 
by Rwanda and Burundi. Their condition has 
not received as much notice because they 
are the boatless ones who because of built­
in Western prejudices towards people of African 
origin have preferred to find asylum in their 
own continent 

The conference on African refugees held 
by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees earlier this month in Geneva did 
succeed in raising at least half the $1.2 billion 
needed to provide emergency· aid and relocate 
the refugees but it could not get at the root 
of the problem, which is political. This was 
because some of the 50 African States who 
had called the conference were the very ones 
who had created the problem in the first place. 
Politics of a type was nevertheless injected 
into the conference when ·the biggest donor, 
the United States, made it known that its contribu­
tions were to be· spent not in EthiQpia (which 
is hit by a civil war as well as drought> but 
in Somalia and Sudan • whose regimes it finds 
more acceptable. A durable answer to what 
has now become a global crisis obviously 
cannot be found by such piecemeal or partisan 
approaches. Because it is both a humanitarian 
as welt as political problem which shows every 
sign of increasing in dimension, it has to receive 
urgent and universal consideration -the United 
Nations can help focus such attention by sponsor­
ing an ln.temational Refugee Year. 

"DIPLOMATIC WORLD :BULLETIN" 

Alhaji Ali Baba, Minister of State tor External Affairs of 
Nigeria addressed the International Conference on 
Assistan~e to Refugees in Africa convened in Geneva. One of 
the first speakers, he said that the African refugee had been 
treated with "benign neglect." (See story on Page 5) 



I 
maginons une population de 
cinq millions qui atlend 
dans les camps que les guer-

res cessent, qu'un dictateur meure 
ou qu'un pouvoir change_ 

F.n Afrique, cinq millions de re­
fugies ~ont parques comme des ani­
maux, vivant de charite internatio­
nale ! Pourquoi 1':\frique compte­
t-elle 50% de tous les refugics de 
Ia planCte terre ·r 

Les responsabilitcs 

II est remarquable de consta­
ter que sur les cinq millions de 
rCfugies 50 a 60% le sont a cause 
de facteurs politiques. C'est ainsi 
par exemple, que plus de 
2.000.000 de personnes ont ete 
chassces de leur terre par les 
conflits qui opposent d 'une part 
I 'Ethiopie a Ia So malic et d 'autre 
part le Zaire a !'Angola ! A ce ni­
veau Ia responsabilite des pouvoirs 
politiques. est indeniable. Le 
conflit Est-Ouest, ainsi que Ia per­
meabilite des gouvernants de cette 
region onl fait que deux millions 
d 'etres humains ont ete chasses de 
leurs villages, au nom d 'ideologies 
qui pretendent apporter le bonheur 
des hommes. La lutte entre le mar­
xisme et le capitalisme a fait fleurir 
les ruines et installer des cimetieres 
Ia ou l'homme tirait d'une terre in­
grate de quoi tromper sa faim et 
conserver I 'espece. 

REFUGIES 

Cinq 
millions 

d'esclaves 
.MONCEF BEN .M'RAD 

Quand I 'Ethiopie de l\lengistu 
chasse I 'habitant de I 'Ogaden, 
quand la Somatic de Siad Barre se 
lance a Ia conquete des terres «U­
surpees», ce sont les nomades et les 
pay sans qui paycnt. 

Lc mcme cas se pose pour cer­
taines populations du Tehad qui 
ont ett\ obligees de s 'cxpatrier et de 
quitter une modeste habitation ou 
un petit commerce quand les chars 
tonnaient au dessus de l\djamena, 
elles imposaicnt des reves politiques 
mcurtricrs a une population qui ne 
comprenait pas pourquoi les poli­
ticiens venaient toujours detruire ce 
que Ia main de I 'hom me a cons­
truit ! l\lais a ces calamites civ:ili­
sationnelles il faut ajouter les fac­
teurs climatiques et economiques. 

En effet, Ia secheresse persistan­
te dans certaines regions d 'Afrique, 
en particulier au Sahel a fait que 
l'Ctre humain, incapable de s'assurer 
unc nourriture vitale emigre vers 
une autre region ou dans un autre 
pays pour pouvoir survivre. La res­
ponsabilite, a ce niveau, des ex­
pap colonisatcurs est indubitable. 
puisque «cet» Occident a encourage 
des adivites agricoles telles que Ia 
culture du ·cafe et de I 'arachide 
dont mn economic a\ait besoin. 

.\joutons a ees facteurs l'incu­
rie de certains gom ernants, les de­
penses de prestige, le detourne­
menb de fonds, les clivages_ ethni­
ques et nous pourrons comprendre 
que cinq millions de personnes >'ont 
condamnees a perdre leur ;:tatut 
d 'etre humain. 

l\Ialgre les 250 milliards de mil­
limes que 1'0 J\ L' a pu colleeter. 
malgre I 'abstention de I 'lnion So­
\ ietique a \ cnir en aide a ces cinq 
millions de refugies il semble que 
ces «hommes faim» soient condam­
nes it vivre en Ctrangers sur leur pro­
pre planete. 

Solution 

Je 11 'en vois aucune tant que les 
hommes du pouvoir conlit1ueront 
a considerer Jes paysans et Jes OU\­

riers comnw des proies ou une abs­
traction. Seule le pouvoir divin 
compte ! 



BANGKOK POST 

African re get 
aid pledge • massive 

Picture releaBe~ by the United Nationa High 
Commiaaioner for RefuiJeea in Geneva shows an 
Ethiopian child drinking water in a refugee 
camp in Somalia. - AP 

GENEVA (AP,UPI) - In one of the most sizable contrl· 
butlons announced at a high-level Conference on Aid to 
African Refugees, Japan pledged yesterday •33 mllllon In 
assistance funds for the continent's dispossessed, estl· 
mated at 5 mllllon persons in 25 countries. 

Japan's pledge, to be 
channeled through relief 
agencies, has been ex­
ceeded only by the 
United States, which said 
Thursday it will contrib­
ute $285 million over two 
years, and by West 
Germany, which an· 
nounced an aid package 
of.$34. 5 million. 

The Soviet Union and 
most East European 
countries are absent 
from the conference, the 
goal of which is to solicit 
up to $1.24 billion in 
pledges for emergency 
aid and additional deve­
lopment assistance for 
Africa's refugee-receiv· 
ing countries. 

Nearly $500 million In 
new and previously com­
mitted assistance funds 
had been pledged by 
early yesterday, the last 
scheduled day of the con­
ference, organised by 
the United Nations, UN 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees and the Organi· 
sation of African Unity. 

In addition, China -
which recently turned 
for the first time to the 
international com· 
munity for disaster relief 
assistance - announced 
yesterday a cash pledge of 
$1 million to African 
refugees. 

"Our ability falls 
short of our wish to pro­
vide material help for 
our African friends," 
Chinese Vice Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, 
Zhang Canming, told the 
conference, to which 94 
countries have sent dele· 
gations. 

In keeping with Afri­
can countries' prefer­
ences to keep the confer· 
ence focus off politics, 
Zhang's remarks con· 
tained only passing and 
rather mild reference to 
the Soviet Union. 

"The hegemonists," 

he said, invoking what 
has become China's code­
word for the Soviets, 
"are committing expan­
sion and aggression 
everywhere .... lt is on 
this background that a 
sharp rise in the num· 
bers of refugees has 
occurred in vast areas of 
Indochina, Southwest 
Asia, the African conti· 
nent, as well as in Latin 
America." 

Mrs Jeane Kirkpat­
rick, US Ambassador to 
the United Nations, in 
announcing that Presi­
dent Reagan wants to in· 
crease aid to Africa by 30 
per cent, also called on 
the African countries to 
end the "military adven­
tures and violent poll-

tics" which, she said, are 
the cause of the contl· 
nents refugee problem. 

"In this effort you can 
count on the United 
States," she told the Afri· 
can countries. 

Hardline Arab states 
introduced politics into 
what was a· strictly hu· 
manitarian conference 
by demanding the exclu­
sion of Israel which, they 
said, should never have 
been Invited. 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick 
warned, however, that 
the United States would 
walk out if Israel were 
barred and the Arabs 
agreed to let Israel take 
its seat provided it did 
not make a speech. 
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568 M. Dollars 
Pledged lor 
Refugees In Afriea 
GENEV!A (lA.genciea) -The con· 

·--·-.-n~~- ... ded at the U.nited Nations :belnt ·after 
elaclting pledgee of 56() million dol· 
lam for the conlinent's dispoeaefiSecl. 

Nearly 1•00 countries took pelt. 
Among the larpt donors to tbe oause 
of t.Afrloa's estimated 5 miJilion refu· 
gees pd displaced pert!ODS were the 
United States -(285 million dollars), 
the Common Market (68 :miDion), Ja· 
pan (33 million), West Ge.nnany (34 
million) and Saudi ~ (3'(} ml]. 

lion) . 
Late Friday ~t, UN Secreifary· 

General K.mt Waldhehn said tat 66.9 
milliOil dollan was for UN :refugee 
·programmes in Africa and for the In· 
temational Red Oross and 4.1.1 mUliOB 
wee f.o.r tlhe bll81teral II8SUI'- to .,.... 

dous CIOU.bt:ries. But the bulk ol the 
donations, .Sl.l m111ioD dol8rs, ,.... 
mained to be •ttrlbllted. 

WT ITH DEPRESSING rcr,uLrity, ~L~ 11a\i('n~ d 
\'1' the worid D.re asked to L,_;;:i to:.._tc: iter and w·t 

a.'l '-' ''community" to cu.rc fc~· tl1e L(,~J f1•rr un;:te 
ru.'1ong them. A few years q.;o it wL. C;":;: ;'·oi: ·1~ u•1d 
v,·"'t"'"''"t·~e victim.s of Ri'"''"'""' y, ... l.,,.:.:,.,., )\'t"''i!("' • <'_........_., ·!j.> • ,u"t·.~·•;,'"'' •»H·"--·'.'·"'' I" )f"'.'>·':'• 

to< whom mtcmr.twna1 rdl£;. "''"' '' ;t ;t :c 
the t<!m of the B(;ve:ral ~~ril!im. /,_.-~, :.r,.'. •: Ttl>.· i intc 
re.fugc;:;:.; by a. C'.ombb:;.,ation of v;;u, ci\ :: :Jtule eco­
rH.:.zdc cslr.-.r:uty. :Many lived h::n,L L ·:c• h.fm-,o, tll(;y 
wt:n.: u~;•rZA~t.'<i. Their sitU<:ti11~> ::.c,,' i:' "~-, dy inkgi­
Lab!.e. 

At a n:t-;.;ti:ug in Geneva the ot d.;.~ :-:1 •\f"iC'at, 
"C•fl'l T·~J~: .._r .. ,~ .. '~T~,...,~+o.~i S•o·f{:v, .· :·rc·ft~ .. -~ -::c_:!o<\ ...... ,~q;n, 
). U;:..i't..i~~::-, lJ..L>v ~.to..6.<:'.~T;;\..:. L ~ ........... ,~. \.._/~.L\..- ;·:'~ • ... ...,.,>._,' 1.~, -.~.-.._li·· 

rl~~)!"C ~£:s.a r~ of vrr.nt al1 .~>·: \V.··.: ... ( 1:'n :1~·.UoL1 
plctig ... ~~- fr~.:.1~r-e etJ ,,:;:rict:;.~ vv·a .. ~r~") ~.t' ::~::~~~(' l ;_:,. '.F~ltri­
but~ ... ·r: l•)(>k lrss g.9~·:·.,._ ... u .. • ~bun it L-. ~t ~>~ ~:~.: f 1:·,­
sL.lY:t~, t.hqt bt~~~J.~i.S42 th·; 1J;.:it€'(1 c;~.~~ .') ~ ... ' L.;.vre 
bbdn;, r,u.tmaity :t gk~..:. :;;ere. I~ '- : · :r. ::. : ~hi~ 
c:Jtn:t:ry '·'·" .. _; kKJrtng to t:c~:it. .... ~:.~ ... :-c LL: t i· > Ht:L 
DE''"k"<''' ci ···" A-fric-·•· ~ fu~ ... -, I· : · ,;. 1 : '. ' '- i-<. <:-\. ~;>. • v_::. J: ',-.~ ............ ,_...._,_ l. ~~ .h .. ~ .. ·::·\1..;~ , .... -~~-"' 

gal~ f.t17:~~H1~trr~tlOt~~ ::·· ... :.~1,;' b.~·: c:~ ;: ·:~~-;:~H~, , , r"\..'' 

'~on·A. ,~l tt.t.· ~J.t~'.i. f~~~ __ i.. ·:· .. y ·f /.,, :.. , _, !~' ·. C 
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wi;.< Leer\ l'C.t:ivirr:. \~.'e su;;gP<:t it \'-.\J~li'l b .. • if1i:-er to 
sny thd thr Unit~·d Statf:3 ;~ave geJ:' r:l,::,[y n:1d 
it C'id Fo be·.:n.n~~e this ndrr-;inistr.~.t!on, 1i1\r~ rnan~~ vf it'J, 
prcdccn:s3or::, tt'(o;::r,izen the _coc;ntr:/'' hl1manitaria..1 
o!Ji;:atbn~•. \Vhy lUlBt the mntives of the r,,ust forth­
C'ming dor:,Jr'i be 11;: ked at? 

\Vhy not, L1Stend, \IXYir:~: •. ~,c t 'le n;:\U,•e:; nf fl1o.<· 
\'. ho shnre in ~-he reF.pnns~b~~ity fo"· gt~nrtetir;;~ 
:n:~fngces ~)Ut :(:·.2ept ~H.•JY; uf thf~ vo,::sL'•!It:'.il:ii;tv 
for tf':1ding to tbcil rni~\r\ry .. ) ·'fhL ~.jj/·~ ;I. ~··~ll!Cll ,-,~:-] 
i:·.t!, r1ie~·. a:e )ly arJJ \:~nr~-~cy i;.v. >.:0d LJ. :~..1~:-: 
.::~y--:fi~(;t.~ \Vh(.~.::. L:;n1ct.z'1 f1ot.··':1:11 · thrt\ .':U\·v1';1 r.ci·c:">~ 
Afr:~·.:-2. ~l~t{?>. -~;.-~~~~·;r;r·d (}!; ... lev t;,IOUi"~-1 th,.~.~; .. 
:\':.tv' ... :C')V dJ1(l \~:· dn ·.-. ·~.··t~; a 

::=. ,' .. : ~:~~-._:._._,:,;, ~J ( ,'; up i 
1

:~ ir ' 
.:.~ ~~ .. - ;·..:· a t .i\~: ..... ;·~~;n i· .1. 

r.~~.~l,J:J ~.~- :;t.i~·:..! i~; 'i.}·;p rc~~~:--iirr , nf .:.;J ·~. 
\.~..'1.:·J~Jd. :n.::·t:.~c .. ;:· io 1e~ th2:z'1 !:,~ L ; ~" :V :.'. 

\fi .. 1t. ~.. ... ~~,~:.:LJt~v tne [Jnit~r~ ~.~~·): ::,1 ~ t:~:~·,:, ; .. ,<it i !':J. 
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DptlJI0311 1a 
ati)pii'IKe 

n36jerJI~e 
)I{EHEBA. 10. AllPIUIA (TA­

HJYr) - Ha 11psoj cje.llHHUH Kou­
cpepeHuuje o acllpH'IICHM H36jernu­
uaMa y )l{eHeBH .nenerauuje cy 
npujasune npse npHJiore ICoje he 
lbHXOBe 3eM.Jbe .z:taTH .z:ta 6H ce OMQ­
ryhHJIO H3BpweH>e nporpaMa ua­
MHjeH.eHHX THM H36jer.riHUaMa. 
~enerauuja HurepHje npHJia:a:e 
TPH MHJIHOHa .nonapa, a XonaH­
.nuja 9,5 MHJIHOHa. ffie4l XOJiaH­
.D:CICe .nenerauuje _;~. TaiCol)e, uaro­
BHjeCTHO .na he Esponcn 3aje.nuu­
ua ('IHjHM HHCTuryuujaMa XonaH­
.nuja TpeHYTHO npe.ncje.nasa) nose­
haTH DOMOh y xpaHH ICOja je Ha­
MHjeH.eHa HJ6jernuuaMa. 

llie<ll aMepuue .nenerauuje, 
aM6aca.nopKa c~ y YH I,IHH 
KupiCnaTpHIC je HJjaBHJia .na he 
H>eHa sna.na, yiCOJIHKO . KoHrpec 
O.z:t06pH, ynJiaTHTH 285 MHJIHOHa 
.nonapa 3a nporpaMe nOMOhH acll­
pH'IK'tM H36jerJIHUaMa 3a nepHO.z:t 
I <lSI -82. 

$600 Million Contributed 
To African Refugee Drive 

GENEVA <UP!)- When all 
the adding up was over, the first 
U.N. conference on aid for 
African refugees had brought in 
nearly $600 million. 

This far exceeded the hopes of 
the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees and other relief 
agencies which had called for 
$500 million but which had 
expected only half that amount. 

The United States led the way 
with an aid commitment of $285 
million up to the end of 1982. The 
Soviet Union and its allies 
ignored the appeal. 

Other big contributors were 
the European Community With 
$68 million. Saudi Arabia with 
S:lO million, West Germany with 
$:!4 million. and Canada and 
Japan with just over $22 million 
each. 

U.N. Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim closed the two-day 
conference late Friday night by 
saying "major strides" were 
made In making the world 
conscious of the desperate 
plight of Africa's 5 million 
refugees - more than half the 
world total. 

He said a compilation of all 

the pledges made at the session 
showed that $562.9 million will 
be forthcoming. 

The African nations. although 
saying they were "heartened" 
by the results. also demanded 
followup action in the form of 
more conferences in the future. 

Speaking for the African 
group, Sudan's Internal Affairs 
Minister Ahmed Abdulrahmen 
said, "It Is better toj prevent 
than to cure" and th:]t the first 
African refugee aid conference 
should be seen as ('curative" 
rather than preventive. 

African nations asked 
Waldheim to convene the 
conference on grounds that 
while Africa has half the 
world's refugees, only 1 in 
every :3 dollars in international 
refugee aid goes to Africa. 
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USA lupasi jattisumman 
Afrikan pakolaisille 

Yli 80 maan edustajat aloittivat 
torstaina Geneves~ii kaksipaiviiisen 
mammuttikokouksen Afrikan yhii 
huutavammaksi tulevan pakolai­
songelman ratkaisemiseksi. 

Piiasihteeri Kurt Waldheimin 
avaama kokous yrittiiii koota noin 
900 miljoonaa dollaria voidakseen 
tiiyttiiii Afrikan viiden miljoonan 
pakolaisen viilttamiittomimmiit elii­
misen tarpeet. 

Ensimmiiisen piiiviin istuntoa sii­
viiytti Yhdysvaltain Yk-valtuuste­
tun Jeane Kirkpartrickin ilmoitus, 
etta Yhdysvallat osoittaa tarkoi­
tukseen 285 miljoonan dollarin 
(1 ,1 miljardin markan). jiittiliiis­
miiisen miiiiriirahan. 

GENEVE 
Lauri Karen 

Yhdysvallat on siten jo yksin 
valmis antamaan kolmanneksen 
YK:n pakolaisjiirjeston UNHCR:n 
asettamasta tavoitteesta. Sen si­
jaan sosialistinen blokki loistaa 
poissaolollaan vedoten siihen, etta 

"nehiin ovat teidiin siirtdrnai&nne, 
jotka eivat kuulu meille", kuten 
eras niiden edustajista on k.yyni­
sesti viiittanyt. 

Afrikkalaisten valtioiden oman 
toivomuksen mukaisesti kokous on 
puhtaasti humanitaarinen. Se ei 
ole kuitenkaan estiinyt poliittisia 
viilikohtauksia. 

Afrikan maat ovat esittaneet 
omat avunpyyntonsa, jotka nouse­
vat yhteenlaskettuina 1,3 miljar­
diin dollariin. Mliliriia pidetaan 
eparealistisena, ja kerliystavoite on 
sWi sen kummemmin ilmoittamat­
ta asetettu alhaisemmaksi, mutta 
kuitenkin mielekkaan ohjelman to­
teuttamiseksi. 

Suomi avustaa 12 miljoonalla 
Suomi nosti torstaina kansainvii­

liseen avustustoimintaan menevan 
osuutensa miiarallisesti kokonaan 
uudelle tasolle. 

Ulkoministeri Paavo Viiyrynen 
ilmoitti Afrikan pakolaiskysymystii 
kasittelevassa kansainvalisessii 
suurkokouksessa Genevessii, etta 
Suomen hallitus on paattanyt ir­
roittaa 12 miljoonaa markkaa -
kolme miljoonaa dollaria - Afri­
kan alati paisuvan pakolaisongel­
man lievittamiseen. 

Viitaten siihen, etta yli puolet 
maailman 10 miljoonasta pakolai­
sesta on Afrikassa ja etta yli puo­
lella sen valtioista on huomattavia 
pakolaismaaria alueillaan, Vayry­
nen totesi, etta kun poliittisesta, 

taloudellisesta ja yhteiskunnallises­
ta epavakaisuudesta johtuva tur­
vattomuus iskee kaikkein koyhim­
piin maihin, niin "seuraukset tule­
vat erittiiin vakaviksi". 

Vayrynen mainitsi myohemmin, 
etta Suomen oloissa merkittava 
avustussumma osoittaa, miten 
"merkittava tama ongelma on mei­
dan tiirkeysjiirjestyksessiimme". 

"Olen iloinen, etta nain suuri 
summa on voitu irroittaa meidan 
niukoista rahoistamme", Vayrynen 
lisasi. "Se on kerrankin sitii tasoa, 
etta se on vertailukelpoinen mui­
den maiden avustusten kanssa." 

Suomen avustussumma kestiia 
talla kertaa hyvin vertailun muiden 
Pohjoismaiden kanssa, kun ote-

taan huomioon vakilukujen ja ta­
loudellisen suorituskyvyn erot. 
Ruotsi lupasi Genevessli 30 ~il­
joonaa kruunua eli noin 7 miljoo­
naa dollaria ja Norja 5 miljoonaa. 

Hallituksen tiistaina tekemii 
paiitos ilmoitettiin Genevessli Suo­
men "aikomuksena" eli vielli edus­
kunnan vahvistusta vaativana toi­
mena. Vayrynen sanoi, etta sum­
ma aiotaan budjetoida kahdessa 
osassa niin, etta ensimmaiset kuusi 
miljoonaa markkaa saadaan kayt­
toon jo tana vuonna kevaan lisa­
budjetin yhteydessii. Esitys tehtii­
neen eduskunnalle toukokuussa. 

Loppueriian kuuluvat kuusi mil­
joonaa budjetoidaan normaalilla 
tavalla vuoksiksi 1982-83. 
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Refugies d'Afrique : pires que Ia menace de 
Ia bombe atomique pour Ia paix du monde I 
En 1970, le Haut Commissariat 
aux Refugies des Nations· Unies 
entreprit de denombrer les refu­
gies en Afrique et' j:)roclama 
quelques mois plus tard qu'ils 
etaient 750.000 ! A l'epoque, le 
chiffre fit sensation; pensez 
done : Ia moitie du nombre total 
des Palestinians· en exil ! 
Aujourd'hui, un peu plus de dix 
ans plus tard, les statistiques les 
plus recentes nous affirment 
qu'ils sont plus de sept millions ! 
C'etait avant les evenements re­
cants du Tchad qui ont fait fuir 
les minorites chretiennes et ani­
mistes au Cameroun et a·vant 
!'aggravation de Ia situation ~ur 
le Planalto de !'Angola, ce pla­
teau fertile qui occupe tout le 
centre du .pays et ou sont prises 
entre deux feux, dix-huit millions 
de personnes, coincees entre les 
troupes gouvernementales an­
glaises epaulees par les Cubains 
et les troupes sud-africaines al­
liees aux maquisards de I'UNITA 
qui rivalisent d'ardeur pour mi­
ner jusqu'au moindre sentier et 
rendent le Planalto impropre a 

!'agriculture et inaccessible aux 
secours envoyes, depuis des 
mois, par le Comite international 
de Ia Croix-Rouge ... On n'en finit 
pas de chiffrer ! Meme si l'on 
s'en-tient aux chiffres officiels, 
deux faits se degagent qui re­
tiennent immediatement !'atten­
tion : · 
1. La vitesse alarmante de rac­
croissement du nombre de refu­
gies africains ... 
2. Le fait de con stater que plus de 
Ia moitie des refugies du 1'110nde 
erre d'un bout a l'autre de !'Afri­
que. 
C'est une des principales raisons 
qui ont decide les Nations Unies 
a tenir a ~eneve, les 9 et 10 avril 
1981, une Conference internatio­
nal& d'Assistance aux Refugies 

.d'Afrique. II ne nous est plus 
possible d'ignorer un seul• ins­
tant, a l'avenir, l'ampleur et !'ag­
gravation d'un problema dont le 
P.Oids a ruine de_fon(l en comble 
les economies fragiles des pays 
d'accueiL qui ont eu a en sup­
porter Ia charge ecrasante. Cer­
tains de ces pays comptaient 

deja parmi les plus pauvres du 
monde, mais cela ne les a pas 
empeches de no us donner une le­
con de solidarite, de fraternite et 
de generosite, en ·ouvr~nt large­
ment leurs frontieres a une telle 
multitude de refugies. · 
Un des ot;>jectifs majeurs de Ia 
ConfeFence de Geneve est de 
trouver les ressources qui aide­
rent les contrees africaines d'a­
sile a faire face aux responsabili-. 
tes effrayantes que represente le 
fait d'accueillir chez elles des 
millions de refugies. La Confe­
rence s'efforcera aussi d'attirer 
!'attention internationale sur Ia 
situation des refugies d'Afrique 
et sur le danger mortel qu'ils re­
presentant en outre pour Ia paix 
du monde. 
Si l'on s'en refere a Ia declara­
tion de M. Paul Hartling, Haut 
Com·missaire pour les Refugies 
des Nations Unies, selon la­
quelle (( le pr~leme des refugies 
dans le monde represente pour 
Ia p~ix une plus grande menace 
que Ia bombe atomique "• il nous 
reste a conclure que L'Europe 
est asslse sur plus de Ia moiU6 
de Ia puissance nucl6alre qui 
menace de falre voler le monde 
en eclats. Pour nos structures 
d'accueil, les refugies d'Afrique 
posent un problema d'autant 
plus aigu, qu'ils ne font partie 
d'aucun contingent prevu et ne 
beneficient d'aucun des avan­
tages reserves aux prisonniers 
politiques. Consideres, souvent 
a tort, comme des (( refugies eco­
nomiques "• ils n'ont pas de vi-

. sas, pas de garants, pas d'ins­
truction de base qui leur permet­
tr.ait de poursuivre des etudes, 
aucune possibilite d'installation 
ou d'integration par Ia pratique 

..,R'un metier. Des fors, munis de 
rreur seul passeport et d'un billet 

d'avion, les plus privilegies d'en­
tre eux se heurtent a une ab­
sence totale de moyens de leur 
venir en aide. Rien n'est prevu 
dans leur cas ! Celui des oppo­
sants politiques aux regimes en 
place ou des etudiants qu'un 
changement de regime brutal 
prive subitement de leur bourse 
d'etudes et de tout contact avec 
leur famille est a peine plus 
confortable. Une erreur courante 
est de repartir les refugies d'Afri­
que en deux categories : les 
"politiques, et les "economi­
ques "· En realite, on n'y denom·­
bre pas moins de 10.causes de 
destabilisation qui, ·toutes, pro­
voquent l'exode et Ia mort de 
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Helping world's 
refugees is 
their business 

By DAVID MASON 
in GENEVA 

AIDING the world's 
refugees is a never-ending 
struggle, but qne in which 
a United Nations organisa­
tion counts its successes in 
the millions. 

The UN High Commissioner 
f(>r Refugees, Poul Hartling, says 
the Nobel Peace Prize-winning 
organisation has saved the lives of 
25 million persons in its three 
decades of effort. 

"Each day now," the former 
Danish Prime Minister told an 
interviewer, "we are saving the 
lives or improving the existence of 
R00-900 persons." 

The re.fugees, victims of 
political turmoil or wars, number 
perhaps 10 million, with half in 
Africa. 

Major attention has been. 
h>cused on Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan, Somalian refugees from 
the Ogaden, Cambodian and 
Vietnamese refugees in South­
East Asia and Cubans in Latin 
America and the United States. 
There are many uprooted persons 
in other parts of Africa and 
Central and South America. 

The High Commis8ion's budget 
has leaped from $125 million in 
1978 to an expected $500 million 
by the end ofl980. . 

Asked why the refugee problem 
seems to be growing, Hartling 
presents two reasons: 

First, the world's news media 
make the existence and plight of 
refugees known quickly and in 
detail and there is a more poig­
nant awareness of the problem. 

Second, Hartling believes that 
the fact thePe are now. 153 
independent nations - about 
three times as many as at the end 
of the World War II - creates 
more possibilities for conflict 
which creates refugees. 

At the same time, Hartling sees 
a "spark of hope" because many 
nations have an increasing feeling 
of responsibility for aiding 
refugees, some in monetary terms 
and others, particularly in Africa, 
by offering the hospitality of their 
lands. 

The High Commission makes 

every effort to sidestep politicis­
i ng the refugees issue or to 
lecture nations for creating situa­
tions which produce refugees. 

Officials are not blind to the 
political origins of refugee 
problems, such as the Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan 
which has led to an estimated 
1,150,000 Afghan refugees in 
neighbouring Pakistan. 

Another refugee crisis area now 
is Somalia, where there are an 
estimated 800,000 ethnic Somali 
refugees from Ethiopia's Ogaden 
area. 

Officials say that "boat 
people" continue to flee Vietnam 
at the rate of 5,000-7,000 a 
month. 

Although Vietnam, Ethiopia 
and Afghanistan are closely 
linked to the Soviet Union, the 
Soviets contribute nothing to the 
High Commission's budget, 
although it does extend some aid 
to individual countries to deal 
with refugees, officials say. 

Hartling says that "all systems 
create refugees except free 
democracies". Ironically, those 
nations contribute the largest 
share of the commission's budget. 
The United States will contribute 
$1Ti million in HJHO. the Euro­
pean Economic Com­
munit Hartling says that less 
than 10 per .cent of his budget 
goes for administrative expense, 
including his office herE) and 
smaller offices in 80 countries. 

He admits there is inevitably 
some waste - some stealing a -
truck or a tent - and because 
relief supplies are sometimes 
bought at more than normal 
market pri~es in emergencies. 

But, he said,' use of funds is on 
a strictly "access and account" 
basis - that is, the High Com­
mission must have direct access 
to the refugees and an accounting 
must be made. 

The High Commission says it 
refuses to pand out unsupervised 
money to governments, fearing 
that direct grants may go into 
officials' pockets instead of to 
.refugees. 
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HoHdJepeHUHja o aafiernauaMa 
nPE,:aCE;aHMK OPTAHM3A~HJE AcZ>PMttKOr JE;aMHCTBA 

u npedcednu"' Cuepa Jleone CeKe CTuaew.c oTaopuo je y 
}.Ke'H,eau 9. anpu.aa KOHcf>epeHu,ujy o u36eZ.Jtuu,a.~ta y AcjJpu-

u,u ane.ayjyh.u 'H,a de.aezau,uje 84 3e.MJbe da no.MOZHY U3Z'H,a'H,UU,U.Ma 
,U,p'H,OZ KO'H,TU'H,e'H,Ta" K;OjUX caCJa U.Ata npe'ICO 5 .MU.ItUOlia. Ha OTBa• 
pal-by KO'H,cf>epewu,uje zoaopuo je u zexepaJtnu ceKpeTap YH KypT 
BaJI.CJxaj.M Koza je re'H,epaJt'H,a cKynmTuna caeTcKe opzanu3au,uje 
oaJtacTuJta da casoae oaaj cKyn. I!pe.Ma Ba.aCJxaj.~ty,_ KoncjJepenv,u­
ja U.Ma TPU U,UJba: CKpenyTU na:JIC!-bY CB€7'4 1-£4 OBaj T€ULKU np06Jte.M, 
npuKynuru cpedcTaa Koja he o.~tozyhuTu oa u36ez.Jtuv,e pewe caoj 
npo6Jte.M u najpao no.~tohu onu.M. acf>pu1£KU.At 3e.~tJba.Ma Koje cy npy­
xuJte yTo1£uutre u36ez.auu,a.~ta oa .aaKme noo'H,ecy TepeT Koju cy 
oo6poBOJbUO npey3e.ae. Ba.aoxaj.M je UCTaKaO oa cy 'l{eTupu oo YKY· 
nno ner .MU.Jtuona acjJpU'I{KUX U36eZJtuu,a xamJte yTo"tumre y 18 naj­
.Ata1be pa3aujenux 3e.~taJba AcPPU'Ke. HapO"tUTO je BaJIC'ItO TO oa je 
Me!'W U36eZ.JtUU,a.Ata 60 OCJCTO :JICeKa U oeu,e. 

J, ,y 

r. HA CJ!HQM: npeoceonuK OAJ CeKe CTuaenc u zenepa.anu 

I 
ce1epemp YH KypT Ba.aoxaj.M doJta3e xa oraapal-be KoucjJepenu,uje, 



Over 1. 5 million 
refugees live in 
Somali camps 
1liE refugee population in 30 camps in Somalia has pasr.ed the 
one million mark, and there appears to be no end in stght to the 
influx of refugees from neighbouring Ethiopia into Somalia, one 
of the poorest countries in the world. 

At least another 500.000 refu­
gees have settled among the local 
population. Over 90% of the refu­
gees living in c:ampa are women 
and children, and more than 30% 
of them are children under si.x 
years. These refugees probably 
represent tbe highest concentra­
tion of people in the world living 
in camps. 

The dramatic refugee influx con­
tinues to JM!t tremendous strains 
on Somali Go\oernment resources 
and those of ou~de agencies. 
D:-c~gh: h;.~ ~!t:;.~u::d~ th: 
problems. 

Refugee arrivals at the camps 
averaged between 1.000 to 2.000 
daily up to August 1980, when 
there was a sudden surge and the 
numbers rose to approximately 
3,000 datly in September and 5,000 
daily in October. 

The refugees began to arrive in 
Somalia - wbO&e normal popula­
tion is estimated at not more than 
four million people - in 1977 as a 
result of the border conflicts in the 
Hom of Afrie<~. Their numbers 
increased in 1978, with the 
majority settling among the 
population of rural areas and of 
larger towns. With no !X"'SSibihty 
of support for the remairung refu­
gees, the Somali Government 
established camps to bouse and 
feed them. 

There were already some 85 .000 
in these camp5 in 1978 and their 
numbers continued to increase 
during the ensuing year. The 
Government made a massive 
effort to provide them v.ith food 
and services. However, in Sep­
tember 1979, when the Govern­
. ment was caring for some 332.000 
refugees in the camps and it was 
evident that widespread failure of 
the raim would seriously affect 
the food aituatioo, the GoYem­
ment - realising it was no longer 
able to cope v.iih the situation -
deciareo a state ot emergt:ncy ana 
appealed for international 
llSSIStance. 

Heavy burden 
Considerable international 

assistanCe has been given directly 
and through United Nations 
appeals. But the two principal 
problems persist: rainfall has not 
yet reached normal levels and the 
mflux of refugees has increased. 
The already complicated task of 
distributing food to feed the refu­
gees in tbc camps bas been 
.adversely affected by disruption in 
tbe country's normal supply of 
fud from Iraq. 

The international communi~ 
has responded with food, medi­
cines, equipment and suppliea to 
meet the urgent needs of the 

refugee camp P<?{YU~ation. The 
United Nations H.igh Commis­
sioner for Refugees is co­
ordinating the utili~tion of this 
assistance through the National 
Refugee Commission (NRq. 

Twenty-five voluntary agencies 
and government relief units have 
sent relief workers to assist the 
NRC. Among t~ are medical 
teams to work in the camps; 
nutritionists for the supplem.:ntary 
feedin~ programme; water and 
sanitation experts to help provide 
e~er!!ency "'Bier supptie-. !!.!ld 
bu!Jd latnnes; and a variety , of 
relief workers and specialists. 

The World Food Programme 
(WFP) is co-ordinating food aid 
and providing foodstuffs for the 
supplementary feeding programme 
covering ma!nouri!'.hed children. 
While the response has been good 
and food requirements for 1980 
have been met. indications are 
that there v.ill be a deficit of 
74.720 tons of f~ins for feed­
ing the refu~ m the camps 
beyond mid-1981. 

Vaccination 
UNICEF, with funds made 

available through UNHCR. is 
assisting a medium-term pro­
gramme of shalklv-··drilled wells to 
pro\ide ~fe water to the refugee 
camps. UNICEF's regular 
resources have been utilised to 
provide for a mass ,·accination 
programme in the camps and to 
mtroduce infrastructures for pri­
mary bealth care and women's 
education through the training of 
refugees as community health 
workers and family life educators . 

More recently, UNICEF has 
a561Sted the Somali Ministry of 
Education, to design an integrated 
approach to education in the 
camps to cope with the large 
numbers of children to whom 
~OU'l<;: Gd~.:e&\iVii~&: cppc.-:;.:~i~y 
mu:;t be provided. 

The tremendous relief effort has 
greatly alleviated the situation. 
The refugees have been provided 
with food. althou~h it has not 
alwa)'1 been available in the 
balanced ration and quantity 
planned. Starvation has been 
averted. _ 

Prospects for the early return of 
the refugees are bleak, and no 
easy or rapid solution to their 
resettlement is available. At this 
stage, it e<~nnot be stated with any 
amount of certainty whether the 
drought will persist in the new 
year. ' 

It looks like it will be nec:essal} 
to continue to make provision for 
taking care of the refugees in 
e<~mps while Sol'ekin~ to bring 
about more refullee Involvement 
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Helping· Africa's refugees 
John Madeleireports from Geneva on a special conference organised by the OAU and the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees that received pledges of $560m. to aid the refugees of Africa. 

A SPECIAL conference to publicise the 
serious refugee crisis in Africa and raise 
monev for the estimated Sm. Africans who 
have become refugees, received pledges of 
$560m. (£257m.) from 45 governments in 
Geneva last week. 

The conference, organised by the OA U 
and the UN High Commi_ssioner for 
Refugees. had aimed to raise $500m. for 
the refugees' immediate needs. so that 
target was exceeded. But the money 
pledged falls a long way short of the $1.2bn. 
which is estimated to be needed for the 
complete rehabilitation of the refugees. 

The holding of this conference helped to 
alert the world to the fact that the refugee 
crisis in African is far more serious than has 
been acknowledged- worse even than the 
Asian boat people crisis two years ago. 

Seventy journalists from many diffeJient 
countries came to Geneva for the two-dav 
gathering and there can be fev.· parts of th~ 
world which can now claim that they are not 
aware of Africa's refugee problem- which 
can fairly be described as the worst refugee 
crisis since 1945. 

Over half Africa's refugees are victims of 
the various conflicts in the Horn of Africa 
- although Nigeria has an estimated 
110,000 people and Cameroon 266,000 
people who have fled from the fighting in 
Chad. In the Horn of Africa, Somalia has at 
least 1.5m. refugees many of whom are 
living in desperate conditions. With a native 
population of only 3.7m., Somalia can 
barely cope with the influx of people. 
mostly from Ethiopia. 

The irony of Africa's refugees criSis IS 

that in the main the people who have fled 
their homelands have sought refuge in 
countries which are among the continent's 
poorest. The Sudan has received an 
estimated 490,000 refugees, Zaire 400.000 
and Burundi 234,000: all are countries with 
very severe economic problems of their 
own. 

In an opening statement to the 
conference, President Siaka Stevens of 
Sierra Leone. the OAU chairman. said, that 
refugees existed because of man's 
inhumanity to man. President Stevens 
recently visited refugee camps in Somalia 
and he reminded delegates that v,.hen they 
were thinking about refugees, then they 
might well declare "there goes myself but 
for the Grace of God". 

This was a moving reminder that anyone 
~ ~orne a refugee; a pe~n· s ~ pr 
religion can be enough. · · · 

When Secretary General of the UN, Dr. 
Kurt Waldheim. ~ound up the conference, 
he said that he was more than satisfied with 
the results and that a solid basis had been 
laid for the future. Dr. Peter Onu of the 
OAU said that African states were satisfied 
at the outcome but he added that it was a 
pity that ~orne countries had not attended. 

the conference had been a humanitarian 
exercise which warranted the support of 
everyone. 

Over half the monev raised came from 
the United States. Their representative. 
Mrs. Jeane Kirkpatrick. said that President 
Reagan was "deeply moved" by the 
suffering of Africa· s refugees and .. desired 
to express in a compelling fashion the 
solidarity of the US government and the 
American people". 

In total. the US pledged S:.'85m. which is 
to be spread over 1981 and 198:.'. Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick said that S I :.'6.5m. of the 
money would go to the UNHCR and the 
Red Cross: S80m. would go in food aid: 
$65m. in a form as yet unspecified and 
S II m. would be available to help African 
refugees who wished to settle in the L'nited 
States. She felt that up to around :<..800 
refugees might this year be helped to 
resettle in the United States. 

This "resettlement fund" turned out to 
be controversial. Overwhelming!\. Afri­
can countries have made it clea~ ·that the 
solution to Africa's refugee problem lie~ in 
removing the causes of tension on the 
continent. thus enabling refugees to return 
to their own country should they wish. 
Many African delegate~ in Geneva 
theref0re felt uneasy about the US proposal 
and the L'!"' High Commission. Mr. Poul 
Hartling. said that the UNHCR are not 

cencouraging resettlement of refugees in 
<th'ird countries. 

Other \\'estern countries were far less 
generous than the United States. France 
made a paltry contribution of S2.4 7m. while 
Britain did slightly better with S 13.86m. As 
France and Britain were partly responsible 
for the artificial drawing of boundaries on 
the African continent in the I 'lth centurv­
a factor which is still one of the cause~ oft he 
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The European Economic Community did 
however pledge $68m.: two-thirds of this 
wili come from the European Development 
Fund and the remaining one-third will go in 
food aid. 

Contributions from the oil rich countries 
were also disappointing. Saudi Arabia 
pledged S30m. but that was the only OPEC 
money of any significance. 

One big question hung over all the 
pledges- how' much was "new money". 
and how much was committed to the 
refugees before the conference started~ 
Close examination of the figures revealed 
that probably around two-third-, of the 
$560m. pledged had been committed 
beforehand and would have gone to the 
refugees anyway. The actual staging of the 
conference therefore raised, not S560m., 
but only about a third of that amount The 
United States contribution is not nearly as 
large as it sounds. Probably 7(1 per cent of 
the s::85m. us pledge was already in the 
pipeline: only 30 per cent is ne"' money. 

Nonetheless the "new money" will be 
important. Mr Hartling made it clear that 
the UNHCR now has the finance it needs 
for its !Y81 programme. Mr. Hartling also 
commended Nigeria for the speed with 
which it handed over its pledge to the 
refugees. The Nigerian government 
pledged S3m. to the conference on its first 
day and handed over the money on the 
second day. Mr. Hartling said that he hoped 
all countries would follow the excellent 
Nigerian example. Alhaji Ali Baba, 
Nigeria's Minister of State for External 
Affairs. said when handing over the cheque 
that the money was "a token of 
brotherhood" to fellow African~. 

Whilst the money raised at the 
conference should help to alleviate some of 
the immediate sufferings of the refugees. 
the underl:--·ing causes of the problem 
remain. It was not the job of this conference 
to seek necessary poliucal solutions but 
several speakers made the point that more 
need'> to be done in search of those 
solutions. 

Mr. Jama Mohamed Ghalib. the Mini~ter 
in charge of refugees in Somalia. stressed 
that whilst the conference had proved 
worthwhile. "a political solution" to the 
problem was needed, including the 
withdrawal of all external forces from the 
Horn." We regret to say ... he said." that the 
international communitv has not serious!\· 
addressed itself to the problem of finding a 
political solution." · 

DL Waldheim agreed that a political 
solution was needed and said the UN was 
making effort!-. to solve the problem. but he 
added that such solutions depended on the 
willingness of countrie> to co-operate 
together. 

As Mr. Orner Y. Birido of the Sudan 
stressed ... it is better to prevent than to cure 
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Nigeria's contribution 
to refugee conference 
Bryan Pearson, reporting from Geneva, interviews Alhaji Ali Saba, Nigeria's Minister 
of State for External Affairs. 
NIGERIA rna~ · history with- its 
contribution of $3m. to the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees at the 
International Conference on Assistance to 
Refugees in Africa. 

It was the first major donation made by a 
black African state to a United Nations 
agency for refugees. Furthermore, by 
presenting the cheque promptly in Geneva 
to the UN High Commissioner, Mr. Paul 
Hartling, Nigeria demonstrated a fine 
commitment to the cause. 

Perhaps the most impressive aspect was 
the way Alhaji Ali Baba. Nigeria's Minister 
of State for External Affairs, performed his 
country's duties. In the midst of much 
flag-waving and self-congratulatory state­
ments by other donor countries, the 
Minister announced: "Let no one put on the 
sanctimonius glow of good Samaritanism. 
We have not exactly come to this Geneva 
Conference trailing clouds of glory. We are 
here to do a sort'of penance; to right the 
historical wrongs of the past by rectifying 
the grave inequities suffered by Africa and 
its millions of refugees." 

Describing the refugee situation as "an 
archipelago of -1espair" he told the 
conference that Nigeria had not come to 
teach a new morality "but to re-affirm its 
abiding faith and commitment to the 
morality which teaches that we are, each. 
our brother's keeper." 

At the end of the conference. which had 
been marred by political problems. Alhaji 
Ali Baba gave an interview to West Africa. 
He described the final figure of $560m. 
pledged by donor nations as "pretty good" 
and expressed hope that the sum would be 
used judiciously to ensure maximum 
benefit to .. the flood-tide of human 
misery." 

Talking specifically about Nigeria he said 
that between 20,000 and 25.000 had 
crossed from Chad through Cameroon into 
Nigeria. About 1 2.000 were now 
encamped. while the remainder were 
floating around Borno State. The Federal 
and State Government are working 
together with the National Relief Agency to 
co-ordinate action. These rdu~ees have 
highlighted the true nature of die current 
refugee crisis sweeping Africa. Previously 
those in Nigeria had arrived in small­
numbers. either as immigrants seeking a 
more virile economy. or- as in the early 
1970's- as victims of the Sahelian drought 
which forced thousands of nomadic 
tribesmen to seek more fertile surround­
ings. Wherever they had come from. these 
refugees had never posed the serious 
problems that had to be face when the 
Chadians fled across the border. 

It has probably done Nigeria some good 
to experience at first hand the enormous 
logistical problems involved in catering for 
the welfare and shelter of such a sudden 
influx of people. It is now much better 
situated to comment on the grave problems 
being faced by its poorer neighbours. 

Enormous 
problems 

logistical 

These he attributed to: .. Instability 
within the countries. caused by both 
internal and external forces; and natural 
phenomena such as drought." The latter he 
felt needed more attention by many 
countries. citing Nigeria's efforts after the 
197'2 drought in creating eleven River 
Basin Authority programmes and embark­
ing on an afforestation programme in the 

north. But on the question of instabilities, 
he accepted that the issues were far too 
cloudy. 

Root causes 
of problem 

Recognising that humanitarian care 
alone. as provided by the conference. would 
not put an end to the suffering- rather just 
sustain the sufferers - the Minister was 
firm in his conviction that African countries 
must get to grips with the root causes of the 
problem. 

On the Chad situation he was emphatic . 
.. We will work with other OAU States to 
find a solution. including the stationing of a 
peace-keeping force in the country as soon 
as possible. which will remain until 
democratic elections can be held. Libyan 
troops are not the answer." He said that 
Goukhouni Weddeye was enthusiastic 
towards these proposals. but accepted that 
Colonel Gaddafi - who refused to attend 
the Lagos Summit last week- would pose 
difficulties. Of Libya's other alleged 
ambitions in Africa. he said that it was not 
really Nigeria's concern - though he was 
worried by some of the activities. "Nigeria 
must take a neutral line so we can mediate 
effectively if necessary." The impending 
defence protocol which awaits signatures at 
the next ECOW AS summit may force 
Nigeria to take a more aggressive role. 

Returning to the political problems at the 
conference caused by Israeli participation. a 
slight hint of anger came into his voice. "I 
believe that if the OA U had been consulted 
this would never have happened. It is 
extremely regrettable." Further than that 
he did not want to comment. and said that 
he had not brought up the issue during a two 
hour private consultation with Mrs. Jeane 
Kirkpatrick. US Ambassador to the United 
Nations. whose country was at the centre of 
the storm. 

!\Irs. Kirkpatrick al~o found hef'>elf in­
volved in some contwver-.v because of an 
American propo~al to <tdm-it S.OOO Afnca.n 
refugees into the United States. There was 
some African oppo~ition to this. 

Nigeria had come out of the conference 
well. Conscious of the need for a 
humanitarian meeting. it had played down 
some of the more contentious issues which 
it felt should be ·debated in another forum. 
Alhaji Ali Saba said: .. We regard 
participation at this conference as an act of 
faith and solidarity with Africa. Without 
prejudice to the actions that must be taken 
to eliminate the root causes of refugees. we 
ask only that this international conference 
be seen as a humanitarian endeavour: and 
we urge individual nations of the world to 
invest in the development of the. otherwise 
wasted. human resources of our continent 
for the overall benefit of mankind." 

If Nigeria's mature role at the conference 
can be reflected in future initiatives towards 
settling some of the intractable political 
problems on the continent. then there is 
hope yet for the five million or so innocent 
victims of circumstances. 



La conferenza deii'ONU a Ginevra 

Slralegiaassistenziale 
perip~ghid'AMca 
S ONO CINQUE mtlioni i 

rifugiati in Africa. In 
prevalenza donne e bambi­
ni, ricacciati dalle guerre, 
dalle rivoluziont, dat flagelli 
naturali, perseguitati da re· 
gimi intollerantt, afflittt 
dalla povertd, dalle malat­
tie, dalla fame. Per avere u­
n 'esatta dimensione della 
tragedia si pensi che su due 
protughi nel mondo, uno e 
africano, e che in 10 anni il 
loro numero e passato da 
750 mila unitd ai cinque mi­
lioni di oggi. 

Assente rurss 
Un problema gtgantesco, 

apocalittico, che le Nazioni 
Unite hanna ancora una vol­
ta messo a fuoco nella Con­
ferenza. internazionale per 
l'assistenza ai rifugiati in 
Africa svoltasi a Ginevra dal 
9 al 10 aprile. 

In eftetti, non sono man­
cate in questi anni, e da par­
te dell'Onu e da parte di 
singoli paesi, iniziative volte 
a fronteggiare una crisi, 
che, p_er le sue proporzioni, 
non nguarda solo questa o 
quella regione, ma coinvol­
ge l'intera comunitd inter­
nazionale. Ma oggi piu che 
mat il problema andava af­
frontato a livello planeta­
ria: oggi che le tante guerre 
del continente hanna spa­
ventosamente dilatato la 
mappa delle migrazioni. Si 
pensi ai conflitti nel Corno 
d'A/rica, nel Ciad, nel Sa­
hara ex spagnolo, nell'Afri­
ca australe; a zone nevralgi­
che come l'Algeria, tl Ma­
rocco, la Tunisia, l'Angola 
il Botswana: il Burundi, ii 
Camerun, Gibuti, L'Egitto, 
l'Etiopia, il Gabon, il Gha­
na, il Kenya, il Lesotho, il 
Mozambico, la Nigeria, l'U­
ganda, il Centro-Africa, il 
Ruanda, il Senegal, la So­
malia, la Swaziland, la Tan­
zania, lo Zaire, lo Zambia, lo 
Zimbabwe. Acutissimo il 
dramma di un paese tutt' 
altro che ricco come la So­
malia, costretto ad ospitare 
circa un miltone e mezzo di 
profughi, spinti nel suo ter­
ritorio dalla guerra ltbertici­
da scatenata dal Jegime 
marxista di Addis Abeba 
contra i movimentt indipen­
dentisti dell'Ogaden del 
Tigrai e dell'Eritre~. Ne 
meno grave la situazione di 
Gibuti, dove il rz per cento 
della popolazione e compo­
sta da rifugiati, o quella del 
· Camerun, della Nigeria e del 
Sudan, dove si e riversato /i­
nora quasi un milione di 
co,_,.,.,..,.,...,..+.; n11n n1IO'Y''Y'I'I roi'J't'llo 

Ai tanti interrogativi pro­
posti da un quadro cost an­
goscioso, la conferenza gi­
nevrina ha cercato di dare 
risposte concrete, centran­
do la sua iniziativa sulla ri­
chiesta - ai paesi facenti 
parte dell'organizzazione­
di consistenti aiuti supple­
mentari per permettere agli 
Stati africani direttamente 
interessati di tar fronte alle 
accresotute responsabilitd 
ad essi imposte dall'acco­
glimento, net propri territo­
ri, di un numero cost rile­
vante di rifugiati. Ove do­
vesse mancare una tale con­
sistenza e coralitd di inter­
ven ti -lo hannosottolineato 
in parecchi - la pur enco­
miabile iniziativa dell 'Onu 
sarebbe destinata a un sicu­
ro tallimento. Non a caso e 
stata polemicamente rileva­
ta l 'assenza dalla riunione 
di Ginevra dell'Unione So­
vietica e degli altri paesi del­
l'Est, che pure erano stati 
formalmente invitati. "Tut­
ti gli Stati- ha sottolineato 
il rappresentante italtano, il 
sottosegretario agli Esteri 
Belluscio - hanna il dovere 
di partecipare all'azione 
imposta dagli avvenimenti: 
la responsabilitd non puo es­
sere attribuita solamente a­
gli Stati tradizionalmente 
donatori•, e ha annunciato 
c~e l'Italia, pur nella diffi­
czle congiuntura economica 
che_ sta attraversando, par­
teczperd quest'anno al pro­
gramma Onu di aiuto ai pro­
fughi d'Africa con oltre 16 
milio'!-i di dollari, che, ag­
giuntz aile somme stanziate 
nell'ambito Cee, portano il 
contributo italiano a ben 28 
mila e 200 milioni di Ctollari. 

Naturalmente non sono 
mancate le polemiche e le 
dispute politiche anche in 
altri schieramenti, quando 
glt americani hanna addirit­
tura minacciato di ritirarsi 
dalla conterenza se tosse 
stata accolta la richiesta 
delle delegazioni arabe di e­
stromettere dalla riunione 
la rappresentanza israelia­
na, o quando da parte occi­
dentale e stato rimprovera­
to a taluni paesi del Terzo 
Mondo di usutruire larga­
mente degli aiuti dell'Occi­
dente ~ di schierarsi poi, sui 
banchz dell'assemblea ge­
nerale dell'Onu, dalla parte 
opposta. Nonostante queste 
bordate polemiche, tl rap­
presentante statunitense ha 
assicurato che ·l'Africa puo 
contare sulla solidarietd a­
mericana•, dando quindi la 
contortante notizia che per 
gli anni 1981-82 Washington 
e_la_~gi~d- alt~! 2_~5 miltoni di 
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: ministrazione. ( L 'impegno 
complessivo de.ll'Onu, con 
il solo contributo dell'Occi­
dente, pare che superi la 
metd dei 1300 milioni di dol­
lari richiesti). 

La mobilitazione solleci­
tata e imponente, ma non 
basta, anche se attuata inte­
ramente, a. qloccare questa 
ul<5peraw Jlumana az proru.­
ghi, che si avventa, senza so­
ste, con ondate sempre piu 
massicce e vorticose, su pae­
si anch 'essi in gran parte bi­
sognosi di tutto. E' stato 
calcolato che ner ogni pro­
fuga e appena SU//iciente -
per -venire incontro ai suoi 
bisogni piu elementari- un 
·investimento.. di almena 
300 dollari. Ma le guerre, le 
carestie, la siccitd (in una 
fascia di terreno cht !io.L i..ial 
Sudan al Mar Rosso non pio­
ve da circa tre anni) vanno 
rendendo piu oscure le pro­
spettive dei profughi, che 
nei paesi ospitanti trovano 
altre pesanti situazioni di 
difficoltd, quali il deficit ali­
men tare, il rincaro dell'e­
nergia, l 'inasprimento del­
la recessione. 

Gil infetventi 
·Per essere concretamen­

te operante- indiaa una no­
ta della segreteria dell'Onu 
-l'assistenza deve non solo 
far fronte ai bisogni peculia­
ri della crisi (corresponsio­
ne di cibo, di alloggi, di cure 
mediche), ma deve altrest 
contribuire alia ricerca di 
soluzioni, in virtu delle quali 
i rifugiati di oggi possano di­
venire i cittadini produttivi 
di domani•. In breve, l'Afri­
ca non ha solo oisogno di in-

~e:~~:Z~~o as~~~~~:!~~te:e~~ 
bero se non dei rimedi tem­
poranei e, alia lunga, con­
troproducenti e forse peri­
colosi, ma di soluzioni orga­
niche e durevolt. E' certo 
pretenzioso - anche se gli 
impegni assuntt in questi 
giornt a Ginevra sono lode­
volt - sperare che tl contt­
nente africano, cui non 
mancano le risorse tutte an­
cora da sfruttare, possa al 
piu presto avviarsi sulla 
s~rada di quella autosuffi­
czenza, che sola potrebbe ga­
rantirgli quella totale indi­
pendenza economica e poli­
tica che la sua gente ha te­
nacemente perseguito sin 
dal gtorno in cui e riuscita 
ad affrancarsi dalla sogge­
zione coloniale. Ma e dove­
rosa pretendere che la col­
lettivitd mondiale e soprat­
tutto i paesi piu dotati eco­
nomicamente collaborino ..,. ........... -----J--- _ _, _____ ---

"POPOLO" 
12.4.81 

Italy 

Si dird che l'Africa sem­
bra ripiombata di nuovo nel­
la fase della sussistenza; ma 
a Ginevra lo sguardo e anda­
to al di ld di quelli che sono 
i bisogni prtmari di quel con­
tinente e di que!li nati dalla 
nuova piaga dei rifugiati; e 
questa e un buon segno, per­
eM si e capita che risolvere 
la questione africana non e 
affare che riguarda sola­
mente quei popoli. 
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Africa's cry for help 
Funds are diverted from Kampuchea as 44 nations pledge a 
total of US$560 million for 5 million black refugees 

B)' Ted Morello 
New York: With the endorsement of the 
United Nations, the focus of international 
refugee assistance is switching from 
Southeast Asia to Africa. The shift 
achieved quasi-official status at this 
month's UN sponsored Geneva confer­
ence attended by delegates from 99 coun­
tries. Presiding at this first UN conference 
on Africa's refugee crisis, Secretarv-Gen­
eral Kurt Waldheim appealed for "a 
prompt and compassionate response" 
from the international community. 

Bv the end of the April 9-10 meeting, 
US$560 million had been pledged for the 
immediate requirements of the 5 million 
Africans offtcially recognised by the UN 
as refugees. Inevitably, international 
funds and attention were diverted from 
Kampuchea, whose refugees, plus those 
fleeing Vietnam, have been the focus of 
concern during the past two years. 

Diplomats and UN officials told the 
REVIEW on "their return from Geneva that 
the reorientation was inevitable. A relief 
organisation aide commented: "Nov. that 
the UN has staged its full-dress, high-vis­
ibility pledging conference on Africa ·s re­
fugees, it will be easy for the international 
community to forget Southeast Asia'~." 

There wa~ broad agreement among the 
main UN relief agencies- the Childfen's 
Fund (Unicef), Office of the High Com­
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR); Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO); an~ 
World Food Programme (WFP)- that tt 
would be increasingly difficult to coax out 
of donors the funds still necessary·for an 
orderly winding-down of assistance for 
Kampuchea by the end of the year. 

Africa started to overshadow Kampu­
chea even before the Geneva meeting. At 
the Kampuchea donors' meeting here on 
March 6, new pledges totalkJ .... nly 
US$5.6 million (US$4.6 million from Aus­
tralia and t;S$1 million from Norway) to­
wards the US$76 million that Unicef -
the Kampuchea operation's lead agency 
-had set a~ the sum needed to ro~d.~t 
the US$236.4 million b~ 'lor UJe 
November 1980-December 31, 1981 
period 

Bv contrast. there was an almost bar­
gain-counter rush among the 44 countries 
that pledged the money for Africa They 
were told that the amount was only the be­
~inning of a long·term effort encompa~s­
mg nearlv a score of Afncan countnes 
struggling under the burden of dtsplaced 

APRI, ;7 1:.0' o fAR EAS'ER"- eCONOMIC REVIEW 

victims of international conflict. civil strife 
and natura! disasters, principally drought. 

The United State' alone announced a 
contrihution of US$28~ million for iW\1 
and !982. Another major donor, Japan. 
pledged US$18 million in cash, plus 
US$1~ million worth of food assistance­
the total to be divided among the 
UNHCR. WFP and Unicef. 

Chine~e Vtcl·-Foreign Minister Zhang 
Canming told the conference that ht~ gov­
ernment would contribute US$1 million in 
cash despite the "rather heavy burden" of 
260,000 Indochinese refugees that it is 
carrymg. Among Asean countries,· 
pledge~ ranged from Mala)·sia 's 
US$30,00(1 to Singapore's US$10,000. 

Most of the major donors to Kampu­
chea - reassured by generally optimistic 
agency reports at the March f. JllCeting 
(REVIEW. Mar. B)- consider th.: emer­
gency there a thing of the past. One agen­
cv source s;nJ: "The donors feel that the 
Khmers are capahle now of feeding them­
selves and that there is no longer a threat 

appeal pays off. 

of famine but in Africa the refugees are 
starving." 

Asean delegates maintained that too 
much of international aid earmarked for 
Kampuchea's emergency relief was di­
verted to developmental programmes 
serving to entrench the Hanoi-supported 
government in Phnom Penh. which the 
UN rduse~ to recognise. Thiounn Prasith. 
Ambas~ador to the ·uN from Deml>cratic 
Kampuchea. told the REVIFW thal it was 
not Africa's demands whtch Ia~ behmd the 
donors' retrenchment in Southeast Asia. 
but UN agencies· insis_tence.on underwrit­
ing development proJects anstead of re­
maining w~thin their emergency mandate. 

An A~ean delegate agreed that, in the 
face of cutbacks in contrihutions. the 
agencies v. ould he forced to usc· available 
fund~ for ba~ic emergency need~ in Kam­
puchea and not development. The agen­
cies arc knowr, t(l be rea~~t'S~tng thc'tr 
spending <'ricmatinn for the remainder ,,f 
1981 and will di~cuss their pbns at the 
Kampuch<::<J dllnclT'. next meeting hrrt' on 
May 21\. li 
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World attention on 
refugees 

THE two-day International 
Conference on Assistance to 
Refugees in Africa (ICARA) 
which commenced in Geneva 
yesterday. is the first major 
world ·meeting of its kind to 
foe~ attention primarily on 
the plight and needs of African 
refugees. 

It is estimated that the enure 
refugee population in the world to­
day number 10 million. Half of 
them - more than five million -
are in Africa. 

African 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and other U.N. agencies 
amount to $260.8 million. There 
ti, therefore, a need to raise an 
additional $890 million. 

It was in response to .this pres­
sing need for additional funds that 
the United Nations General Assem­
bly last November approved the 
holding of ICARA, with the follo­
wing objectives: 

- to focus publk attention on 
the plight of refugees in Africa; 
-· to mobilise additional re­
sources for refugee programmes 
in Africa; , 
- to assist countries of asylum 
and strengthen their ability to 
cope better with the extra bur­
den placed on their services and 
facilities. 

posed". 
111is report points O\lt that 

within the total of $' 1.15 bliii~ 
needed for refugees' programmes :in 
Africa, approximately $ 45 0 nill· 
lion is required on a priority bJ~sis 
for measures that have to be imple: 
mented durin$ 1981 and 1982. 
Included is $ 69.2 million for 
emergency nee<k - such as food 
and sHelter - of refugees wh.o have 
newly ,arrived or who are already 
residing in refugee camps. · 

ICARA estimates that $ 511.1 
million is needed for direct addi­
tional assistance to refugees and 
returnees. This amount includes 
$ 104 .I million for education, 
$ 98 million for health and sanita­
tion, $ 89.1 million for agricultural 
development, and $ 52.1 million 
for shelter. 

Many African countries have 
responded 'positively, giving refuge 
and asylum to~lhe displaced per­
sons. For example: Somalia with 
1.5 .million refugees, Sudan with 
490,000, Zaire with 400,000 and 
Cameroon with 266,000.. Other · The ICARA proposals envisage 
African countries are also helping. Participating in ICARA will be $ 312.7 million for various pro-
However, since many of these Member States of the United Nat- jects aimed at strengthening tile 
countries are classified as low- ions and of the Organisation of ability and capacity of the AfriCan 
income or least developed, the African Unity (OAU). Others will countries which have given asylum' 
refugees are a very heavy burden on include national liberation move- to the refugees. 
their already overstrained eco-· ments recoginsed by the U.N. and The needs of African refugees 
nomies. . the OAU, non-governmental_or- have been described as "uq~ent 

Submissions by African govern- ganisations, inte~governmental or- and widespread" by the Umted 
ments indicate that over $ 1.15 ganisations and information media. Nations High Commissioner for 
billion is required to meet the Refugees, Poul Hartling. The crisis, 
needs of refugees in Africa. The ICARA has prepared a report he said, called for an increased 
current approyed programmes in_ ent~tled "The Refugee Situation in effort by the international com­
Africa of the United Nations High. Afnca: Assistance .Measures Pto·~ munity. 

"THE PAKISTAN TIMES" 

45 Stales to 
attend talks on 
African refugees 

UNITED NATIONS, April 4: 
Forty-fn.e countnes have so far 
said they will attend ~ two-rlay 
international conference on 
African refugees m Geneva 
next w~::k. the U.N. announc­
ed here vestcraav. 

Mr. Abtil Rahnn Farah of 
S·;iTr<lila r11e lr.N Under Secre­
tarv-General of Special Pol1ti 
cal Questions, who is or~anis 
ing the conferem:e, said the 

- • c'...: I ;~..., \l..IOf'd 

public opinion and to ra'se 
money to help care for th~ 
Contmc:ut:s estimated five mil· 
lion refugees concentrnted in 
18 countries. 

The 18 countries m quest10t1 
have put the refugee a:d the~ 
require at some 900 million 
dollars.-AFP. 

6.4.81 
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Large sums of aid 

pledged at moot 

o'n .African refugees 
GENEVA, April 9: Delegates to 

the International Conference on 
African refugees here today pro• 
mised substantial sums of aid 
aimed at solving the WO$t ur1ent 
problems facing the continent's 
homeless masses. 

Following the first day of the 
conference, it appeared almost cer• 
tain that the over 500 million 
dollars necessary to permit the 
most urgent measures over the 
next 18 months to two years would 
be obtained. 

In the medium term, a total of 
},300 million dollars has been re• 
quested by the UN High Commis· 
sion for Refugees. 

US Ambassador Jeane Kirkpat· 
rick announced the Washington 
Administration would ask Cong­
ress to approve 28S mUlion dollars 
In funds for the estimated five 
million African refugees for 1980 
and 1981. 

Of these, 126-5 million dollars 
would be passed on to the UN 
High commission for RefUg'ees 
and the International committee 
of the Red cross. 
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International Conference 
On Assistance To 
Refuaees In Africa 

ICARA 
Overview 

On April9-10, the International 
Conference on Assistance to 
Refugees in Africa met in Geneva 
at the request of the United 
Nations General Assembly. 

The purposes of the Conference 
were to focus world attention on 
the plight of the refugees; to 
mobilize resources for refugee 
programmes, and to assist 
countries of asylum in bearing 
the additional burdens on their 
already fragile infrasturctures. 

Representatives of over 100 
countries and 20 NGO's and other 
organizations met in a mutual 
1:oncern for humanity. The high 
level of participation, including 
on~ Head. ~f State, a deputy 
Pnme Mtmster, 14 Foreign 
Ministers, 17 Ministers and 10 
deputy Foreign Ministers, was 
impressive. · 

From the astonishing offer by 
the United States on the first day 
of :t)285 million to the appearance 
of Saudi Arabia late on the second 
with a pledge of :t)30 million-- the 
fifth largest contribution -- the 
delegates shared the joy of 
openhearted giving. On Friday 
morning, Nigerian representa­
tive Alhaji Ali Baba presented 
the first check, for the $3 million 
promised, to the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

An objection by the Arab states 
to Israel's presence failed to chill 
the atmosphere of warmth and 
cooperation that pervaded the 
gathering, and the Israeli dele­
gation ~emained quietly in the 
hall whtle the Arab registrants 
wit~ the exceptien of Libya, took 
thetr seats the ·second day, ra ti;ler 
than offend their African neigh­
bors. 

Despite the aura of good will, it 
is not known whether any of the 
African nations took advantage 
of the meeting place to try to 
resolve their differences. Both 
Somalia and Ethiopia, for 
example, asserted they would 
not. 

Total contributions announced 
at the end of the Conference were 
nP.::lrlv ~~AA Mfl OM ovn.a..a~;nn thn 

At a press conference held late Friday night, ICARA results were summarized and ques­
tions answered by Mr. Poul Hartling, UNHCR, Secretary General Kurt Waldheim, Dr. 
Peter Onu, Asst. Sec'y. Generai,Organization of African Unity. 

The General Assembly had 
requested the Conference on 
November 25, 1980, as a response 
to the staggering increase in 
African refugees in the past two 
years. According to the Office of 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, half the refugees in the 
world now live on the African 
continent. Five million people are 
struggling to survive in host 
countries already beset by 
drought and poverty. Previous 
meetings by the Afncan nations 
to deal with the problem in Addis 
Ababa (1967) and at Arusha, 
Tanzania ( 1979) defined the 
problem but could not cope with 
1ts vast dimensions. 

In accepting the mandate of the 
General Waldheim acknowl­
edged the emergency situation 
that existed. With only four 
months to prepare, and in con­
sultation with the Organization of 
African Unity and fhe UNHCR 
his office sent 131 invitations: 

The Conferenc~ then 
OAU members. and others rec- unanimously elected Mr. 
ommended by the OAU. Waldheim as its President. 

Among the Eastern Bloc c'lun: 
tries, only Roumama answerea 
the invitation. None came to the 
Conference. 

United Nations Secretary­
General Kurt Waldheim declared 
the Conference oper.. He de­
scribed the refugees problem 
as "a rp.ost urgent human 'crisis 
in Africa" am' >aid the numbers 
of refugees has been "growing 
aiqrmingly and their suffering 
has increased correspondingly.'' 

Dr Siaka Stevens, President of 
the Republic of Sierra Leone and 
current chairman of the 
Organization of Africa.n Unity, 
spoke next. He said the 
"magnitude and stark realities of 
the African refugee situation" 
could not be over-dramatized 
especially when it was seen 
against the "disturbing fact that 
in. our world ~~d~y one in two 

Rudiger von Wechmar, current 
President of the United Nations 
General AssemQly and Poul 
Hartling, United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
sooke next. 

Delegates from the following 
countries also took the floor: 
Netherlands, Nigeria and USA. 

In his opening statement to the 
International Conference on 
Assistance to Refugees in Africa 
on 9 April, United Nations 
Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim appealed to the inter­
national community to make 
"a prompt and compassionate 
response to the call made by 
human distress. Let us help, he 
said, restore to the refugees not 
only their well-being but also 
their hope. dignity and 
confidence in their future. In so 
doing, we can all take pride in our 
common humanity." 
Se~re~ary General Waldheim 



• 
refugees in Africa; to ·mobilize 
additional resources for refugee 
programmes in Africa and to 
assist countries of asylum in 
their endeavours to shoulder the 
burden the influx of refugees had 
placed on their economies. 

The size and complexity of the 
refugee situation in Africa 
differed from country to country 
and there were essentially three 
tvpes of situations: "those coun­
tries of asylum in need of assist­
ance for integrating the 
refugees; those countries of 
origin which needed help m 
facilitating voluntary repatri­
ation and resettlement; and those 
cases where, for whatever 
reason, neither integration or 
repatriation was possible at 
present. In this last case, the 
need was to provide temoorarv 
camps where -the refugees could 
be g1ven sustenanc' and training 
in self -supporting skills." 

Kurt Waldheim stated that the 
situation in Africa commanded 
special symP.<:~thy because "4 out 
of the 5 million refugees were 
being sheltered. in 18 African 
countries, the majority of which 
were among the least developed 
in the world. The resources of 
these countries could barely 
sustain their own populations. It 
was, therefore, not difficult to 
imagine the social and economic 
impact caused by the arrival of 
tens or· even hundreds of 
thousands of uprooted people in a 
state of total destitution." 

A continued effort would be 
required to cope with the problem 
in all its dimensions. The plight of 
the refugees, he said, mvolved 
fundamental human right and he 
expressed the hope that "all 
Governments would continue to 
support the efforts of the High 
Commissioner through granting 
asylum to those seeking refuge 
and scrupulously observing the 
principles of non-refoulement 
and voluntary repatriation." 

STATEMENT OF THE 
CHAIRMAN OF OAU 

Siaka ~Stevens, President of 
Sierra Leone and current 
Chairman of the Organization of 
African Unity <OAUl, said the 
presence of the representatives 
of several member States and the 
UN, specialized agencies and 
other UN organs and of non­
governmental organizations was 
concrete proof or the continued 
co-operation between the OAU 
and the UN. The Conference 
would go down as the moment in 
history when the world commu-
nity unanimously decided to 
focus full attention on the plight 
of African refugees. 

Like many parts• of the world, 
Africa had tried in its tradition of 
hospitality, to find homes for its 
own refugees. In spite of the fact 
that African countries were 
among the poorest in the world, 
with their own nationals 
sometimes living at subsistence 
levels, none had been known to 
have expelled or turned away any 
refugees. By providing asylum 
for a large number of refugees 
within its borders, Africa had 

{ 
The representative of Nigeria, Alhaji Ali Baba, the only 
delegate to pay his pledge while the conference was still going 
on, presents a $3,000,000 check to UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Poul Hartling. 

saved the world community a Jot· 
ofmoney. . 

The list of African countries to 
be cited as examples in providing 
asylum for African refugees was 
inexhaustible he noted. He had 
visited manv of these last month, 
and had found at first hand to his 
dismay that the situtation had 
become an African tragedy. 

One of the main root causes 
was the persistence o~ rac.ial 
discriminatio~ and subJu~ti.on 
in South Afnca and Nam1b1a. 
This had given rise to an influx of 
refugees fleeing into countries 
which have had to sacrifice a Jot 
to accommodate them. Another 
root cause was intra-African 
conflicts. Tribal and religious 
conflicts, boundary disputes, 
proxy wars and natural dtsasters 
had added to the refugee problem 
in Africa, he declared. 
· Then he added: "Sixty per cent 
of these African refugees are 
women and children and the 
aged. The sigl)t of the hungry, 
thirsty and s1ck scattered m 
camps all over Africa is indeed 
enough to convince one that the 
magnitude of the problem of 
refugees has now reached such 
crisis proportion that the urgent 
and adequate assistance of t.he 
entire international commumty 
is urgently needed to supplement 
the already extremely generous 
sacrifices being made ~~ the 
African countnes affected. 

Initiatives for solving the 
problem must be Airican 

inspired. But the economic and 
trade realities of today impaired 
the ability of many African 
countries to meet their total food 
needs. In these circumstances, 
the convening of the Conference 
was timely and necessary. 

Africa was grateful to the 
United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees WNHCR). 
Voluntary Agencies and bilateral 
donors for the useful assistance 
they continue to provide for 

Contributions 
Total contributions announced 

at the International Conference 
on Assistance to Refugees in 
Africa: 

Algeria 
Argentina 
Australia 
Belgium 
Canada 
China 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Egypt 
Finland 
France 
German, Federal 

Republic of 
Ghana 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Israel 

US$ 
300,000 
500,000 

11,627,906 
2,492,754 

18,823,529 
1,000,000 

3,000 
9,090,909 
1,000,000 
2,962,963 
2,474,747 

34,523,809 
50,000 
10,000 
10,000 
20,000 

Italy 17,000,000 
Japan 33,000,000 
Korea 20,000 
Lesotho 2,597 
Luxembourg 17,390 
Malawi 5,882 
Malaysia 30,000 
Netherlands 9,698,276 
New Zealand 186,916 
Nigeria 3,000,000 
Norway 3,000,000 
Pakistan 44,000 
Philippines 10,000 
Saudi Arabia 30,000,000 
Sierra Leone 100,000 

1 Singapore 10,000 
Spain 1,000,000 
Sweden 6,493,509 
Switzerland 2,356,020 
Tanzania 12,500 
Thailand 10,000 
Trinidad and Tobago 2,083 
Tunisia 15,000 
United Arab Emirates 2,000,000 
United Kingdom 13,863,636 
United States of 

285,000,000 
78,125 

America 
Yugoslavia 
European Economic 

Community 68.000.000 

us$ 559,845,551 
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retugees all over the continent. 
During his re<.·ent visits, he saw 
for himself the high degree of co­
operation and co-ordination 
between such agencies and the 
local authorities in providing 
basic material assistance to tbe 
refugees concerned.· 

Measures and J?rogrammes for 
refugees, in his v1ew, should take 
cognizance of" the two important 
fadors, namely, the hardships 
suffered by the refugees 
themselves and the burden 
imposed on the host countries by 
the presence of refugee 
population. The assistance of the 
world community should aim at 
initially meeting the basic needs 
of refugees as a means of 
offsetting the undue hardships 
suffered by them. Secondly, it 
should aim at helpin~ them to 
help themselves, particularly in 
cases where repa tria lion could no 
longer be envisaged. Refugt.>es 
should not be assisted in ways 
which would create conditions for 
over-dependence. Rather they 
should be guided and enabled to 
become self-supporting as 
quickly as possible 

Although Sierra Leone was not 
one of the African countries 
seriously affected by the refugee 
problem, its Government and 
people had long been aware of 
and sympathetic to U1e plight of 
their displaced brothers and 
sisters. Over the last 20 years or 
so Sierra Leone had welcomed 
and continued to welcome every 
year many refugees to her 
mstitutions of learning His 
country planned to expand this 
modest contribution, as a token of 
solidarity with the countries most 
seriously affected· by this 
tragedy. 

Ruct1ger von Wechmar, 
President of the General 
Assembly said that his 
participation in the Conference 
was meant to emphasizt! the 
p<lramount intere-~t the 
mtcrnational commumty was 
taking in the plight of rnllhons of 
retugees in Africa, a region of the 
world that by numerous 
c1rcwnstances was more heavily 
suffering from natural and 
human caused afflicbons than 
other areas of the planet. 
"Droughts, famine, wars and 
repression, these age-old 
dreadful scow·ges of mankind 
evermore hold sway over our 
brethren in Africa." 

In East Africa, droughts In 15 
years and on top of the misery 
caused already by this fact 
international and national 
conflicts have aggravated the 
situation to an extent that 
millions of individuals did not see 
any other way to save their hves 
than seek safety in flight to an 
unknown destination. In Central 
Africa tens of thousands of people 
were forced bJ. the well known 
events in the Chad to leave their 
home country and are now 

Nigeria, Cameroon, the Central 
African Hepublic and Sudan. 
Likewise 111 Southern Africa 
thousands have fled inhuman liv­
ing conditions and persecution in 
Namibia and South Africa. The 

'overall shameful picture he said 
was one of extreme poverty and 
destitution of millions of human 
beings who seek asylum with 
nothwg they can call their own. 

The international community 
had so far responded to these 
tra~edies by mcreasing rehef 
actwns providing assistance to 
people in dire need and to States 
that receiVed refugees and who 
did not dispose of the possibilities 
to take care of such enormous 
numbers of people destitute of 
any means to support 
themselves. But all whaf had 
been done so far was not enough. 
The need by far exceeds 
available mearis. It was the task 
of lliis international conference to 
make the desperate call of our 
African brothers be heard in the 
world. 

He commended the Seeretary­
General for taking this initiative 
and w-ged all the representatives 
of Member Slates present to 
come forlli with !$enerous and 

·creative contributions to help 
solve the tragedy of five million 
refugees and displaced persons in 
Africa. 

STATEMENT OF 
Hlt~ll COMMISSIONER , 

Poul Hartling, United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees, said Africa had indeed 
rn lre refugees than any other 
ecntinent. They had been 
re.~ei ved with the greatest 
generosity and understanding. 
African countries had granted 
them refuge and shared theu· 
resources w1th those 111 need 
They had given land and 
employment to enable refugees 
to support themselves. They had 
also g1ven hosr,•tailty and human 
kindness 'I he number of 
refugees had become even more 
immen5e, and so had the needs. 
There seemed to be no respite. 
The problem, in many aspects, 

had grown more complex. The 
refugees had, in most cases, 
sought asylum in countries where 
development problems were the 
most pressmg. Traditional 
African ha:;pit.ality is being 
::;<, aiutJ co the extreme as lacgl' 
numbers of refugees drew on 
limited resources The efforts of 
the African countries must evoke 
a vigorous response from the 
interna tiona! community, and the 
Conference offered a um4ue 
opportunity to bind efforts 
together. 

The situation critical as it was, 
was IJy-nome'ans hopeless. In­
deed, throughout 20 years of close 
eooperation between the African 
governments and the UNHCH, 
large numbers of refugees had 
found a solutwn to the1r plight, 
alter an initial period of rehef 
assistance. Over one and a half 
million had returned of their own 
free will to their home countries. 
They all ceased to be refugees, 
and were today's free citizens 
and leaders. Voluntary repatna­
li~n was dee~ly grat•!Y~n.~.~:u_r,~~~: 

When repatriation had proved 
impossible, dw·able solutiOns in 
the form of local integration had 
been pursued. Programmes had 
been set up for refugees of urban 
backgound, who had bt>en 
assisted with education, traiwng, 
and search for employment 
opportunities. Also, rural 
settlements had been 
successfully created in many 
eountries for large groups of 
refugees, enabling them to 
become self-supporting. 

These were the patterns which 
had developed in the past. The 
interna tiona! community had 
invested in a network of effort 
which had been gaining a 
pronus1r1g momenfum. The 
support of the member countries 
of the OAU and the excellent 
cooperation received from the 
OAU had been a cornerstone for 
the work of his Office. 

Many activities iaunched over 
the years must be pursued and 
emplified. Large scale relief 
operations were necessary and 
indeed imperative. But relief was 
not a dignified solution for a 
refugee, whose inrlividual 
aspira liOns went far beyond this 
situation of dependency. The 
basic ob Jecli ve was the 
satisfactory integration of the 
refugee. This was not ,•,;,;y to 
attain and re4u1rcd etJorts of 
considerable magnitude 

In bringm~o~ short and longer 
term solutwn:; to _refugee 
problems, time was a most 
precious factor. Rapid solutiOns 
to refugee problems would 

strengthen tht forces for peace. 
Failure to provide them could 
only lead to increased unrest. 
Pt•ace, and the possibility of 
unimpeded progress, were 
paramount factors to Afnca 's 
pL, ns tor the future. All 
participants in the Conference 
should join forces, to focus world 
attention, to mobilize resourc(•S. 
The terms of the plea addressed 
to Lht• world was ~trong Ill 1ts 
simplicity give the refugees a 
new life and a new dignity; give 
th(' countnrs of asylum, in 
support and acknowledgement of 
the1r efforts, the resources 
eomml·nsura tt• with the consid­
erable burden they have to bear. 

STATE MEl\ 'I' OF 
1\ETIIEHLANDS 

C. A. Vander Klaauw, Foreign 
Minister of the Netherlands and 
current President of the Council 
of Ministers of the European 
Comnlllnities, said the plight of 
the millions of people in Africa 
who had been forced to leave 
their homes deserved 
compassion and feelings of 
solidarity. But compassion was 
not enough. Even more 
important was assistance and 
measures to make sw·e s1:1ch 
assistance reached those really 
in need. 

Speaking in his c-ap..~citv as 
President of the Council of 
Muusters. of the European 
CommumtJes and on behalf of the 
t~n Member States of the 
European Communities, he said 
the European Comrnunitit~s tully 
r~ecogmsed the severity of th~ 
Jetugee SituatiOn Ill the African 
contlllent.. It highly valued the 
f;of fnrt'-' J.lr1or:..,. "'""''""'' ..... ;, .. -· __ 

• 
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Photographs by Werner Gartung 

The Las Dure refugee camp, northern Somalia, home for 50,000. 

Hunger and 
hope in 
Somalia 

By Our Foreign Staff 
The one and a half million 

refugees in Somalia still face 
starvation and dise·ase in the 
desert country of the Horn of 
Africa where there are no rail­
way lines and too few lorries 
or drivers. 

Those suffering most are the 
refugees in the six camps· in 
the north of the country, about 
1,000 · miles from Mogadishu, 
whP.re there ·are almost no 
r s and help has been slow 
in ~oming. 

But at le•ast they now have 
hope. A German relief organ­
ization called Emergency Doc­
tors for Somalia last month 
began work in the Dam camp, 
and this month sent a team of 
doctors to the transit camp of 
Tug Wajale on the Ethiopian 
border. 

The doctors and nurses are 
all unpaid and each day must 
cope with· 250 new refugees 
arriving either on foot or with 
their last donkey or camel. 

They. are suffering from mal­
nutrition. As in other camps, 
most of the refugees are women 
and children. 

The' men ·are away fighting 
for the Western Somalia Libera­
tion Front, or have already 
died. 

In Dam camp, which has been 
in existence for three years, the 
vicious circle of poor water sup­
plies spreading disease is par­
ticularly drastic. 

Already the death rate among 
children has been drastical1y re-



Nairobi 

Dai~NATION 
Saturday, June 20, 1981 

Give the ref~gees 
a better deal 
A MESSAGE from the United Nations High Com­
mission for Refugees (UNHCR) to commemorate 
Africa Refugee Day today tells us that there are 10 
million refugees in the world and that five million 
of them are in Africa. It is an indictment of 
and a mark of the failure of the governing process on 
this continent that it should have 50 per cent of the 
world's refugees even though it has very little of the 
world's population. This is even more serious when 
we consider that we have not had major wars in the 
immediate past, like in other parts of the world. 

The refugees are generated by regimes which 
choose to victimise sections of their populations. 
Consequently, these peoples have to leave their 
homelands. and try to eke out an existence in other 
lands. This fact must be ackno~ledged by all 
African governments for it is they' alone that can 
begin to Q.o something about the problem. 

When he opened the 37th Ordinary Session of the 
OAU Council of Ministers earlier this week, Presi­
dent Moi touched on this issue. He said it was time 
African countries come to grips with it. We hope 
that one of the items to be recommended to the 
OAU Heads of State next week will be a blueprint to 
do exactly this: Actions in this field in the past 
have basically been orientated towards providing a 
semblance of shelter and food to refugees. 

Nothing illustrates this better than the recent 
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees 
in Africa (ICARA) in Geneva. The African nations 
which attended concentrated on pleading for 
monetary support from the international com­
munity to be used for prograll}mes already on the 
ground. · · 

Yet there are situations where the problem seems 
to be getting worse rather than better. The vagaries 
of the weather have made the existence of refugees 
in Somalia much more tenuous than in the past. 
Reports show that temporary camps were washed 
away by floods and communications cut for exten­
ded periods. Hopefully, these refugees will be able 
to resume some sort of existence when the region 
regains its peace. 

UNfiCR is very concerned about refugees from 
the apartheid system in South Africa. Many are 
young an'd the provision of educational oppor­
tunities to them is an important issue. Since this' 
costs quite a lot in the host countries, the OAU 
should come up with a system of supporting some 
of the Frontline States who carry· the highest 
burden of these refugees. 

Where the political situation has returned to 
normal some refugees have been repatriated. 
Notable here are those who returned to Zimbabwe. 
Some progress is being made. ·with Chadian 
refugees who had fled to Cameroon, Nigeria and 
the Central African RepubliC. These examples 
clearly show that for the future the issue of stable 
politics within 9ountries is of the greatest essence 
in tackling the refugee problem. In the Horn of 
Africa, for instance, solution of the Ogaden and 
Eritrean problems will reduce the number of 
refugees in the region. The same applies to other 
parts of Africa. It is indeed a pity that every time 
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"JORNAL DA T.AMBE" Brazil - 10.4.81 

-INTERNACIONAL-
os EUA e seus aliados ocidentais res-

dponfn§~tico apelo l genero~ida-
e 1 t c , asseguraram ontem A 

Conf rene a Ajuda da ONU que aumen-
~ri seu. o~amento para auxiliarem aos 
~~~~ mllh6es de refugiados africa. 
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"RELAZIONI INTERNAZIONALI" - I ta1y lmpegni 16-18.4.81 

per i rifugiati 
africani 

Plero Fornara 

lllJI/111/IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~llllll~ll 
Con la dovuta cautela si pub giudicare un successo la 

Conferenza internazionale per l'assistenza ai rifugiati in 
Africa (ICARA), svoltasi il 9-10 aprile a Ginevra a cura del­
l'Alto commissariato dell'ONU per i rifugiati (HCR). L'aiu­
to finanziario richiesto era di 1,15 miliardi di dollari nel 
medio termine; durante !a Conferenza sono stati garantiti 
560 milioni di dollari, di cui 250 milioni di << denaro fre­
sco » in aggiunta ai fondi precedentemente stanziati e non 
ancora spesi. Inoltre il dramma dei rifugiati africani (obiet­
tivamente piu grave del problema sollevato nel 1979 dal 
boat people del Sud-Est asiatica) e stato portato finalmen­
te a conoscenza dell'opinione pubblica mondiale. 

Dieci anni fa il numero dei rifugiati in Africa era stima­
to in circa 750 mila; oggi sono piu di 5 milioni (comples­
sivamente un africano su 90) per cui l'esodo, pur non es­
sendo un fatto nuovo, ha assunto veramente dimensioni 
<< bibliche ». Cause antiche e recenti si sono sommate: lo 
sfruttamento coloniale e l'arbitrarieta delle frontiere ere­
ditate dai nuovi Stati indipendenti; le catastrofi naturali 
come la desertificazione nella regione del Sahel, la carestia 
nella provincia ugandese del Karamoja e la siccita nel Cor­
no d'Africa; le violazioni dei diritti umani da parte dei go­
verni di molti paesi che - nella forma delle guerre locali 
o delle persecuzioni politiche, etniche o religiose - indi­
cano sempre una concezione intollerante del potere. Ac­
canto ai rifugiati in senso stretto, cioe colora che si trova­
no al di fuori dello Stato di cui hanno la nazionalita, ci 
sono quelli che pur rimanendo all'interno del proprio pae­
se sono costretti a lasciare la residenza .abituale e a tra­
sferirsi in un'altra zona (profughi o displaced persons). 

La situazione piu pesante resta quella del Corno d'A­
frica, dove circa 2 milioni di persone hanno lasciato la pro­
pria terra a causa della guerra fra Etiopia e Somalia e del­
la siccita: un milione e mezzo di profughi dell'Ogaden han­
no varcato la frontiera somala, in parte ospitati nei campi­
raccolta del governo di Mogadiscio, in parte ancora disper­
si alia ricerca di un rifugio; piu di 400 mila fuggiaschi 
sono entrati nel Sudan, mentre la piccola Repubblica di 
Gibuti (23.000 kmq) ne ospita 40 mila. Recentemente la 
guerra civile nel Ciad con la vittoria finale di Goukouni 
Oueddei grazie all'intervento della Libia ha provocato la fu­
ga di alcune centinaia di migliaia di ciadiani verso il Came­
run, la Nigeria e il Sudan. Soltanto in parte possono dirsi 
fortunati i 200 mila « rimpatriati » dopo l'indipendenza del­
la Zimbabwe nell'aprile 1980, perche al !oro ritorno dopo 
la fine del conflitto fra la minoranza bianca e i nazionalisti 
neri hanno trovato spesso le abitazioni distrutte e i terreni 
abbandonati. Si potrebbe proseguire con i rifugiati dell'A­
frica australe a causa della politica razzista del governo 
di Pretoria oppure, risalendo indietro di qualche anno, con 
gli esuli delle ex-colonie portoghesi Angola e Mozambico. 
.E ancora con i rifugiati dell'Africa occidentale, scappati 
dalla Guinea equatoriale o dalla Guinea-Conakry: i primi 

sono rientrati in buona parte dopo la deposizione del dit­
tatore Macias Nguema nell'agosto 1979, i secondi sono or­
mai quasi stabilmente residenti in Senegal e in Co!>ta d' 
Avorio. 

Benche l'assistenza ai rifugiati sia essenzialmente un 
atto umanitario e pacifica che, in quanta tale, non puo 
essere considerato come ostile nei confronti di altri Stati, 
e praticamente inevitabile che considerazioni di ordine 
politico si nascondano dietro le ragioni umanitarie. Cosl. 
il conflitto tra Etiopia e Somalia, formalmente terminato 
sui campo di battaglia nel marzo 1978, continua sulla 
pelle dei profughi: i somali asseriscono che Addis Abeba 
favorisce l'immigrazione nell'Ogaden di contadini etiopici 
e respinge verso la frontiera la popolazione locale spa­
rando aile mandrie, avvelenando i pozzi o distruggendo i 
raccolti; dall'Etiopia si risponde che Mogadiscio ha riu­
nito coattivamente nei campi-raccolta intere comunita di 
nomadi, trattenendo donne, bambini e anziani e reclu­
tando tra i maschi adulti << i partigiani , del Fronte di li­
berazione della Somalia occidentale (FLSO). L'Alto com­
missariato per i rifugiati ha altresl. denunciato, senza in­
dica:·c Eominativamente i governi responsabili, la Iibera 
vendita sui mercati di tonnellate di viveri imballate con 
Ia dicitura « aiuto aliifl: re ai rifugiati ». Tuttavia, co­
me ha dett Kurt Waldheim all'apertura dei lavori del­
l'ICARA, <<!a SI uazwne in Africa merita particolare sim­
patia perche, su 5 milioni di rifugiati, 4 milioni sono ospi­
tati in 18 paesi africani tra i piu poveri »; e necessaria 
percio da parte della comunita internazionale << aiutare i 
paesi d'asilo a sopportare il peso che l'afflusso dei rifu­
giati rappresenta per la !oro economia ». 

In Africa il problema evidentemente non e quello di 
riaffermare il << diritto d'asilo » come protezione giuridica 
tutelata dal diritto internazionale, rna piuttosto quello di 
garantire l'effettiva assistenza alle persone che si trovano 
nella condizione di cercare rifugio. Gia durante la Confe­
renza panafricana sui rifugiati, svoltasi nel maggio 1979 
ad Arusha (Tanzania), era apparso chiaro che la creazio­
ne di strumenti giuridici risulta un rimedio inadeguato, 
mentre per i necessari interventi di assistenza finanziaria 
devono essere chiamati in causa i paesi industrializzati. 
11 campo d'attivita dell'Alto commissariato dell'ONU per 
i rifugiati (HCR) appare pertanto ampliato e persino << al­
lontanato » dalla originaria funzione di protezione legale 
del rifugiato, come fenomeno soprattutto europeo legato 
agli sconvolgimenti della seconda guerra mondiale. 

L'Unione Sovietiea e i governi comunisti dell'Est consi­
derarono i profughi europei dei « fuggiaschi » e l'HCR uno 
strumento di propaganda occidentale. Anche alia Conferen­
za di Ginevra il blocco sovietico e stato assente, preferendo 
rispondere alle richieste d'aiuto con accordi bilaterali. La 
giustificazione dell'assenza di Mosca e valida parzialmente, 
in quanto il dramma dei rifugiati in Africa e in parte una 
conseguenza del colonialismo, tuttavia il coinvolgimento del­
l'URSS nella crisi del Corno d'Africa e il recente intervento 
della Libia filo-sovietica nella guerra del Ciad mostrano 
chiaramente che nessun paese puo restare indifferente. 

Nell'ambito dell'ICARA e pure vero che i paesi africani 
hanno cercato di ottenere dai << donatori » un'assistenza 
finanziaria elevata, sfruttando il fattore emotivo dei rifu­
giati come contributo allo sviluppo in generale. Gli orga­
nizzatori hanno presentato ai delegati pr.ogettt-a._ medio ter­
mine (cinque anni) che vanno ,9~ . .-6ltre i-~o'l!ni imme­
diati di viveri, medicinali, allogg{ ~1 emer za; ~lalto com­
missario per i rifugiati, il dane·~ Raul H tlin ,,in un cer­
to senso ha scommesso sulla 'ita·· .-pro e'ma ben sa­
pendo di non poter affrontare alia .. tadice-In due giorni le 
cause vere delle crisi in Etiopia, nel Ciad, in Namibia, ecc. 
Un altro discorso e adesso vedere come gli << impegni di 
spesa ,, verranno mantenuti. In particolare l'offerta piu 
cospicua di 285 milioni di dollari in due anni fatta dal ca­
po-delegazione americana, signora Jeane Kirkpatrick, e con­
dizionata dalle contropartite politiche. In sostanza, per 
non << reaganizzare » la politica africana di Carter in modo 
pedissequo, Washington vuole collegare gli aiuti ad un 
atteggiamento << responsabile >> degli africani in sede ONU 
ed agenzie specializzate e soprattutto intende mantenere 
un controllo sulla destinazione dei fondi di assistenza. 



"AFTENPOSTEN" Norway 
10.4.81 

Okethjelp 
til Mrika­
flyktninger 
Geneve, 9. april. 
(NTB-UPI/NPS-AP) Nor­
ge vii gi ytterligere tre 
mlllioner dollar (ca. 16,5 
mlllioner kroner) til hJel­
pearbeidet for flyktninger 
i Afrika, i tlllegg til de to 
mlllioner dollar som er be· 
vilget tidligere i ar. Stats· 
sekretmr Johan Jergen 
Holst ga tilsagn om dette 

· den store flyktninge­
.... nferansen som ble apnet 
I Geneve torsdag. 

I sitt innlegg ved FN-konferan­
sen om hjelp til flyktninger 1 Af­
rika (ICARA) sa Holst at det er 
det internasjonale sanifunns 
ansvar A sgrge for den nodven­
dige hjelp til Afrikas store 
flyktnlngebefolknlng. Den nor­
ske regjerlng venter at konfe· 
ransen skal bli en mlleprel I ut­
vlklingen av internasjonal soli­
darltet, sa Holst. 

OgsA USA og en rekke andre 
vestllge land ga tilsagn om gket 
blstand til Afrikas fern milll· 
oner flyktnlnger. USAs FN-am­
bassader Jeane J. Kirkpatrick 
opplyste at den amerikanske re­
gjerlng vii gl ca. halvannen mil­
liard kroner de neste to Ar. Fra 
Vest-Tyskland vii det I Ar til­
sammen bli gltt nrermere 200 
mlllloner kroner. Ved EF-kom­
m•~1onen I BI"Ussel ble det tors­
ci kunngjort at EF vii bldra 
med ca. 80 millloner kroner til 
de fern land Somalia, Zaire, Su­
dan, Nigeria og Uganda, som 
har de stgrste flyktnlngeproble­
mer. 

Afrika har ldag halvparien 
av verdens samlede flyktninge­
masse pA 10 millioner mennes­
ker, mens flyktnlnger I andre 
deler av verden har fAtt bAde 
stgrre oppmerksomhet og hjelp 
fra de vestllge land. 

MAlet med konferansen er A 
fA overfgrt I alt 450 mlllloner 
dollar til hjelpearbeldet for 
flyktnlnger I Afrika, sier stats­
sekretrer Holst. Om dette mAlet 
blir nAdd er forelgbig uvisst. 

Uv Ullman deltar ogsA pA 
konferansen- som medlem av 
delegasjonen fra UNICEF. 

"AKTUELT" Denmark - 10.4.81 

8get flygtninge­
hjmlp fra Danmark 
·• Danmark er klar til at 
ege ·de ekonomiske bidrag 
til flygtningene fra Sydafri· 
ka'Og Namibia, sagde uden· 
rigsminlster Kjeld Olesen 
pA flygtnlngskonferencen i 
Geneve torsdag. 

36 millloner kroer er fore­
lebig afaat til uddannelses· 
messig og humaniter 
hjelp til de undertrykte be· 
folknlngsgrupper, og rege­
ringen agter at ege denne 
sum neste Ar, sagde mlni· 
steren. 

Ud over den allerede bud· 
getterede hjelp til lnterna· 
tionale organlsationer vii 
Danmark forage sine bi· 
drag med 60 m1llioner kro· 
ner, sA ensker om assistan· 
ce 11981 og 1982 kan imede· 
kommes. 

Kjeld Olesen fordemte 1 
\sit lndlleg pA. konferencen 
skarpt de hyppige sydafri· 
kanske angreb lnd 1 Mo­
zambique og Angola og 
sagde, at for at opnA. en va· 
rig lesnlng pA. problemerne 
i det sydlige Afrika, mA. 
man Iegge lnternationalt 
pres pA. Sydafrlka for at fA 
landet til at forlade sln in· 
humane apartheid-poUtlk. 
, Abntngen af FHs flygt· 
nlngskongres I Geneve blev 
torsdag forhalet pA. grund 

Udenrigaminiater KJeld Ole­
sen - krtBVer pres mod Syd­
afrika 

af en strld mellem USA og 
en rekke arabiske Iande 
om Israels tilstedeverelse. 

USA truede med at mod· 
sette sig konferencens af· 
holdelse, hvis Israel blev' 
ekskluderet eller kun tildelt 
observat&rstatus, som kre­
vet af en rekke arabiske 
Iande. 

Israel er et af de 181 po­
tentielle donorlande, som er 
blevet lnvlteret til konfe· 
rencen, der hA.ber at kunne 
rejse 1,8 milllarder dollar 
(8,8 mUUarder kr.) tU hjetp 
for Afrikas mere end fem 
millloner flygtnlnge. 

"SYDSVENSKA DAGBLADET" Sweden 10.4.81 

AFRIKA: FN·konferens om tlyktingar 
GENEVE ('IT-AFP). FN-konferensen om bjiilp till ~s 
Oyktingar oppnades pi torsdagen i Geneve med ett pa~ tunmars 
forsening p. g. a. att en del arabliinder motsatte s1g lsraels 
deltagande. Generalsekreterare Kurt Wald~~im -~yck~des biliigga 
tvisten men Oera arabliinder uteblev frAn sJalva oppmngsceremo­
nin. USA hotade att torpedera overliiggningarna om araberna 
Iyckades i sitt uppslt. 

Ett SO..tal lander deltar. Sovjetunionen och ostblocksliinderna 
bar tackat nej. Konferensens mAl iir att forstika fi ihop sex 
uiiljarder kr. till Afrikas fem mi]joner flyktingar. 

USA:s FN-ambassadOr meddelade att USA skall ge 1,3 miJPrder 
kr. i ir och nista Ar under forutsiittning att kongressen godkiDDer 
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REFUGEES 

Money but no lasting 
solution 
by John Madeley 

AFRICA'S five million refugees 
received pledges of $560 million 

(£257 million) at a special conference 
in Geneva last month to raise money 
and publicise the serious refugee crisis 
that now exists. The money which will 
go through the UN High Commission­
er for Refugees (UNHCR) and other 
UN agencies, exceeds the $500 million 
target that was set to meet the refugees' 
most urgent needs. Forty-five 
countries made pledges, including 
nine African countries. 

High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Poul Hartling, said that the money 
raised would enable the UNHCR to 
carry out its 1981 programme of relief. 
The amount pledged does however fall 
short of the $1.2 million that is needed 
for the complete rehabilitation of the 
refugees. Butthetaskoftheconference 
was to raise money for immediate 
needs and Peter Onu, OAU's Assist­
ant Secretary for Political Affairs, said 
that African states were 'satisfied with 
the outcome.' 

Of the total money raised, the 
United States pledged $285 million, 
that is just over half the overall total, 
and the European Economic Com­
munity pledged $68 million. Most of 
the EEC money will however come 
from the European Development 
Fund agreed under the Lome Conven­
tion and is not 'new money', but was 
pledged to the Lome countries last 
year. Eastern European countries 
were notable by their absence. 

The largest African contribution 
came from Nigeria and was made in a 
way that delighted High Commissioner 
Hartling. The Nigerian Minister of 
State for External Affairs, Ali Baba, 
l'ledged $3 million from the Federal 
Government on the first day of the 
conference and handed over a cheque 
for this amount on the second. Ali 
Baba said that the money was a 'token 
of brotherhood' with fellow Africans. 

At the end of the conference UN 
Secretary General, Kurt Waldheim, 
said that the gathering 'had brought 
the magnitude of the refugee {'roblem 
in Africa to the world's attention'. He 
added that a solid basis had been laid 
for the future. About half the conti­
nent's refugees are in the Horn, 
including at least one and a half million 
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people in Somalia, who have fled from 
conflicts in Ethiopia, half a million in 
the Sudan and 42,000 in Djibouti. 

The effect of the refugees on the 
economy of Somalia has been particu­
larly severe. With a population 
of 3.7 million people, Somalia has 
received at least 1.5 million refugees. 
The impact on Somalia was dramati­
cally illustrated by Jama Mohamed 
G halib, the Somalia Minister in charge 
of refugee affairs, who told the confer­
ence, 'what is not widely known is that 
the citizens of our country have in 
effect waived their whole development 
budget and have most seriously 
depleted their national resources and 
food reserves and often their personal 
resources as well, since our inter­
relationships with the refugees are 
deep.' 

Urgency 
Whilst African hospitality to the 

refugees has been unstinting, there are 
doubts as to how much extra inter­
national money and effort will now go 
into helping the refugees. Much of the 
money that was pledged in Geneva 
had already been committed by donor 
countries and is not additional money. 

About a third of the $560 million is 
therefore 'new money'. Whilst it is 
undoubtedly welcome, the underlying 
causes of the refugee problem on the 
continent remain, and the importance 
of finding political solutions is urgent 
as ever. 

Ghalib 'was at pains to stress the 
importance of finding a political solu­
tion and said that this would include 
the withdrawal of all external forces 
from the Horn. He said also that the 
international community had not 
sufficiently addressed itself to the 
problem of finding a solution. 'An 
environment must be created' said the 
Somali Minister, 'in which these 
people will return to their homes with a 
sense of honour and a feeling of 
security. The international community 
has a moral responsibility to assist in 
creating a peaceful atmosphere in 
which the long term solution of volun­
tary repatriat10n will take place.' 

In this, Ghalib was at one with the 
Ethiopian Commissioner for Relief 

UNHCR Chief Pout Hartling ... relief for 1981 
now at hand 

and Rehabilitation, Shimelis Adunga, 
who told the conference, 'the best and 
long term solution to the problem lies 
in the voluntary repatriation of 
refugees to their country of origin and in 
the creation of the necessary atmos­
phere for the realisation of that 
objective.' 

Ali Baba of Nigeria rejected the 
'specious and tendentious claim' that 
African refugees are the sole products 
of domestic political instability and 
border disputes. 'It is clear,' he sa:id, 
'that the so-called political instability 
and border disputes that are such a 
plague on the continent, stem directly 
from the effects of colonialism and the 
destabilizing and meddlesome activi­
ties of big power rivalry in Africa'. 

One political 'solution', about 
which many delegates expressed 
considerable reservations, was a 
suggestion by the United States that 
$11 million of its overall contribution 
go to helping refugees resettle in the 
United States. 

But this raised some eyebrows 
among African ministers and officials. 
Hartling pointed out that the UNCHR 
is not encouraging resettlement in 
third countries. 

Although the refugee situation on 
the continent is likely to remain grim 
for some time, there are success 
stories. Tanzania's Minister for Home 
Affairs, Muhidin Kimario, told the 
conference how Tanzania had success­
fully settled people who had sought 
refuge in their country. And K.M. 
Kangai, Zimbabwean Minister of 
Labour and Social Services, said that 
he was pleased to report that all Zim­
babwe refugees had now been 
resettled. 'If you see a refugee who 
claims he is a Zimbabwean,' said 
Kangai, 'tell him to go home'. • 
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THE POLITICAL 
OBSTACLE 
Aiding 
Africa's 
Refugees BY GERTRLDE sAMJELs 

May 4, 1981 

UNITED NATIONS ' 'THE woRLD now clearly 
recognizes that one half 
the entire world refugee 

population is to be found on the Afri­
can continent-that 5 million homeless 
persons are living in conditions of desti­
tution and that a small number of host 
countries, who are themselves econom­
ically disadvantaged, are bearing the 
greatest share of the burden." 

Speaking at the conclusion of the In­
ternational Conference on Assistance 
to Refugees in Africa, held in Geneva 
April9-l 0, UN Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim thus summarized the mag­
nitude of the problem taken up by the 
99 participating delegations (the Soviet 
Union and its Eastern European satel­
lites did not deign to attend). The Or­
ganization of African Unity (OAU) and 
the UN's High Commissioner for Refu­
gees (UNHCR) co-sponsored the gath­
ering, which launched a drive for $1.15 
billion in humanitarian assistance to be 
spent over the course of the next four 
years. 

The figure is not exorbitant; roughly 
the same amount has been spent to re­
settle the Vietnamese boat people who 
fled to Indonesia and Malaysia. The 

Asian and African migrations differ in 
one important respect, though. As the 
OAU executive secretary, Ambassador 
Oumarou Garba Y oussoupou, who 
lived through a devastating drought 
in his native Niger, pointed out to me: 
"We're not getting the publicity because 
of our culture. No refugee is turned 
away from the host countries, so we're 
not dramatic enough for television. We 
have no drownings, no piratings. We 
never ask to go to the developed coun­
tries. We don't make the news." 

The OAU is engaged in a two-stage 
program, initially involving merely 
keeping the refugees alive by providing 
basic needs and then helping them shoul­
der some of the burden they place on 
their hosts. In Tanzania, for example, 
thousands of refugees from Rwanda 
and Burundi have been assisted in creat­
ing entire rural settlements and have be­
come self-sufficient; today they enjoy 
Tanzanian citizenship. But by the end of 
the conference, only $560 million in 

GERTRUDE SAMUELS, whoreportsonthe 
UnitedNationsfortheNL, hascovered 
independence struggles in several Af­
rican nations as well as the plight of 
refugees in various parts of the world. 
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pledges had been from received from43 
countries, with more than half the sum 
-285 million-promised by the Unit­
ed States. 

Huge population shifts within Afri­
ca began in the late 1950s, when the 
waning of Western colonialism wrought 
radical changes in triba: societies. Com­
petition between liberation movements 
and superpower interests drove thou­
sands of people to neigh boring countries 
for asylum. Drought, famine and dis­
ease have been a significant cause of mi­
grations as well. 

At one time, voluntary repatriation 
seemed to prevent the problem from 
getting out of hand. The 200,000 Al­
gerians who sought to escape the rav­
ages of their country's struggle to freeit­
selffrom France by moving into Tunisia 
and Morocco, for instance, went back 
home after independence. Other large 
repatriation effons were undertaken 
by UNHCR: the return of Sudanese 
refugees in 1972-3; of many thousands 
to Guinea-Bissau in 1974-5; of Ugan­
dans from neighboring states during 
1979. And Zimbabwe (formerly Rho­
desia), of course, offers a dramatic ex­
ample of lives resumed. 

In recent years, however, tne volun­
tary returns have not kept pace with 
the dislocations caused by prolonged 
droughts, frontier clashes and outside 
manipulation. Just a decade ago there 
were fewer than 1 million African refu­
gees, but now the five-fold increase di­
rectly affects some 25 of Africa's 50 na­
tions. 

Conditions are worst 2, :>resent in the 
Horn of Africa, where nc.: ural disaster 
has combined with prolonged fighting 
in Eritrea and Ogaden to produce the 
largest displaced population. Most are 
herdsmen, small farmer.s and nomads, 
who tend to seek out similar communi­
ties in surrounding countries. Impover­
ished Somalia is currently harboring 
some 1.5 million refugees-25 per cent 
ofits population of 5 million-from the 
Ogaden region of Ethiopia. Gathered 
in three dozen camps and transit cen­
ters, they live in legal limbo: stateless, 
without citizenship rights or an imme­
diate future, and dependent on interna­
tional aid. 
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O VER THE last three weeks, I 
have asked the representa­
tives of the areas most criti­

cally affected what they see as the solu­
tion to the refugee problem. Their an­
swers suggest the thorniness of the situ­
ation. 

In his mission's modest Manhattan 
offices near the UN, Somalia's Ambas­
sador Ahmed Mohamed Adan declar­
ed: "The hope is in integration in the 
host countries, or, what to me is the best 
solution, voluntary repatriation. But 
the UN does not seem to be looking at 
the root causes. Until it does, the prob­
lem will remain with us." 

The6' 4", 51-year-old diplomat, who 
has been ambassador to the Court of 
St. James, the Soviet Union and Czech­
oslovakia, continued in bitter tones: 
"The West Somalians of Ogaden have 
been struggling for independence from 
Ethiopia. We don't see why Ethiopia 
should not give them independence the 
same way the European powers gave 
independence to East Africa. This strug­
gle has been going on for 20 years! Peo­
ple don't want this 'African coloniza­
tion.' The situation is being exploited 
by outside powers, mainly the Soviet 
Union, which is arming and training the 
Ethiopian Army, giving them planes, 
tanks, helicopters, missiles. And their 
Cuban surrogates in uniform are fight­
ing alongside the Ethiopians. 

"Hundreds of thousands of West 
Somalians have been forced to flee. We 
not only have to share our food andre­
sources with them, but our develop­
ment plans also have had to be suspend­
ed. And the UN is doi~g nothing about 
this. It is shying away from the political 
reality." 

At Ethiopia's UN mission, one hears 
precisely the opposite, plus protesta­
tions that "Washington sees us as the 
enemy." Dr. Debebe Worku, a slight, 
graying 40-year-old diplomat who is 
counselor for economic and social af­
fairs; spoke for his ambassador, Moha­
med H. Ibrahim: 

"Today, you get an exaggerated pic­
ture of refugees fleeing from Ogaden 
.... It's really amazing how the So­
malians pursue their political interest at 
the expense of the people; they are en-

couraging the Ogaden people to leave. 
My government has declared amnesty 
for anyone who has left the country. 

"Ethnicity," he insisted, "is a criter­
ion of nationhood. The Ogadens are 
Ethiopians . ... It is the Somalians who 
want to keep those who fled as hostages. 
We want them to come back." 

I spoke next with Nigeria's Ambas­
sador Ampim Darku Jim Blankson, 
who last July introduced the resolution 
in the UN Economic and Social council 
calling for the Geneva refugee confer­
ence. Although oil rich, at 80 million 
Nigeria is Africa's most populous na­
tion and the influx from across its bord­
ers has been a serious source of difficul­
ty. 

"We pray for a happy ending," said 
the 44-year-old, heavy-set Blankson, a 
former journalist. "We saw a happy 
ending for Zimbabwe, where the peo­
ple were able to go back. What every­
body wants, if possible, is to go back to 
their home countries. But when you 
look at the causes that prompted them 
to leave, they are so diverse and diffi­
cult. 

"Sudan has a lot of refugees, mostly 
Eritreans from Ethiopia. In my coun­
try, we have a fair share from Chad, the 
result of the on-going civil war with Lib­
ya. A number ofU gandans are in Zaire, 
Sudan, Kenya. All ofthesepeoplewould 
like to go hume. For a solution, though, 
you have to create the atmosphere that 
will allow them to pick up the threads of 
their lives again. 

"No matter how much money is pour­
ed in, even if the Saudis gave billions ... " 
Blankson stopped to reflect for a mo-• ment, then went on with apparently pur-
poseful vagueness: "Government poli­
cies must change if we are to alleviate 
the immediate suffering of the refugees 
and the pressures they place on their 
hosts." 

The UNH CR seems to agree. George 
Gordon-Lennox, its regional represen­
tative at the UN in New York, was a bit 
more specific in summing up: "If some 
of these countries that are producing 
refugees could come to grips with the 
causes-that would be the ideal solu­
tion. It may sound Utopian, but it could 
happen." 

The New Leader 



0 Estado de Sio Paulo, Brazil 10.4.81 

EUA proiDeteiD ajudar 
refugiados 11fricanos 

GENEBRA- Os Estados Unidos doa­
rAo 285 milhOes de d6lares (cerca de 22,31 
bUbOes de cruzeiros) este ano e no prOxi­
mo aos programas de ajuda aos cinco 
milhOes de refugiados afrtcanos, segundo 
anunciou a embaixadora norte-americana 
nas Nac;Oes Unidas, ontem, no· primeiro 
d1a da confermcia 1nternacional, aberta 
em Genebra pelo secretArio-geral das Na­
c;Oes Unidas, Kurt Waldheim, que apelou it 
QOmunidade mundial para socorrer os re­
fuglados. Jeane Kirkpatrik d1sse que a 
promessa de ajuda .:... que 1nclu1 80,7 mi­
lhOes de d6lares em geJleros alimenticios 
- "constitui nlo somente uma expressAo 
de nosso ardente desejo de ajudar, mas 
tam~m significa nossa convicc;Ao de que 
algo deve ser feito". Segundo ela, por s1 s6 
a ajuda nAo represent& uma soluc;Ao e ~ 
DeceSSArio "o f1m das aventuras milltares 
e da violencta politica" no continente. 0 
representante dos plUses da Comunidade 
EconOmica Europ~ia. Christoph Van Der 

Klaauw, prop&! "participar desta obra 
1nternac1onal e pOr it diBposic;lo quantiaa 
substanc1ais" que serlo divulgadas pelos 
plUses em separado. A Alemanha Ociden­
tal ofereceu 45 milhOes de d6lares. A con­
ferencia comec;ou com quase duas horas 
de atraso devido it presenc;a de Israel, o 
que causou a ausencia da maioria daa 
delegac;Oes Arabes. A URS8 e seus aliados 
do Leste europeu recusaram o convite, 
mas CUba, Ltbia e China compareceram. 

DESAFIO 

0 presidente do Conselho das Igrejas 
da Africa do Sui e considerado o lfder 
religioso negro mais ativo na condenac;Ao 
ao racismo, o blsplo anglicano Desmond 
Tutu, desafiou ontem a ameac;a do gover­
no de Johannesburg de cassar o seu passa­
porte e voltou da viagem it Europa, onde 
pediu pressOes econOmicas contra o regi­
me racista de Pieter Botha. 

N ai ... §m· · . as ajudarao 
5 - africanos 

-GEN B , 1\NSA-NP> - Com~ou on­
tern e Genebra uma conferencia das· 
Nacoos nidas sobreo modo de mobtuzar ao. 
maximo os recursos para aliviar o sofrimen­
to de mats de cinco mUhOes de refugtados· 
presentes na Africa. . 

A reunUio com~ou com uma longa discus­
sAo para estabelecer se Israel deyta parti~ 
ctpar. Algumas delegacoos arabes <Barem, 
Coveite, Arg~Ua, Iraque, Stria e Arabia 
Saudita) boicotaram a tnauguracao da con­
ferencia de dots dtas e o secretarto-geral das 
Nacoes Unidas,Kurt Waldhetm, pedtu des-
culpa aos delegados pelo "atraso". · 
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Dinghy flotilla will attempt Somalia 
refugee rescue 

From lain Guest 
in Geneva 

The office :of the UN High 
(;onlnlissionef"'1or ·Refugees has 
~oug~t 40 rub 1cr dinghies at 
a eo>t of $2~) J, from Britain 
m an effo~;t':~ re>cuc 10.000 re­
fugees urx:~omalia who have 
been cut 6ft: by floods. 

A spokesman for the agency 
sa1d here yesterday that the 
dmgh1es, bought from an 
undisclosed . private company, 
Will be leavmg for Mogadishu 
today. 

The floods occurred when 
the river Shebeli, which snakes 
mto Somalia from Ethiopia 
burst its banks and formed a~ 
Immense lake 25 square miles 
Ill breadth, and 6ft deep. 
Accordmg to the UNHCR of!i­
tlal, Mr _Leon Davico, 95 ooo 
refugees m four western ca~1 ps 
are threatened ; 10,000 in the 
camp of Kokane have been cut 
off completely and have re­
ceived no food for four days. 

One effect of the floods has 
been to drive home the vulner­
abil!ty of the 34 refu,gee camps 
m Somalia, and resulting prob­
len;s th1s .causes for the 
UNHCR, wh1ch has responsi-

MAINICHI , Tokyo 

bility for the country's esti­
mated 1.5 million refugees. 

Last October, the agency was 
caught short by the Iraq-Iran 
war, which cut off oil to Soma­
lia. The lorries ground to a 
halt, and the camps in the 
north west of the counlry -
1,000 miles from Mogadishu -
went hungry for several days .. 

This year, UNHCR plans to 
spend $158 million on Somalia's 
refugees - and the total will 
certainly be swollen by the re­
cent pledging conference here, 
which ended with promises of 
$560 million for the whole con­
tinent. 

Despite this, ~it was several 
days before the UN office in 
Mogadishu heard of the flood­
In~ m the West. The operation 
ch1ef apparently had to use 
makeshift rafts - and even 
sw1m - to visit the area and 
confirm the crisis. 

There then followed a des­
perate scramble to find boats 
to evacuate the 10.000. This 
ywlded only two speedboats in 
Somalia itself, which is one of 
the world's poorest countries. 

. Assuming the rubber ding. 
htes from Britain arrive- in 
tlme. officials concede that the 
refugees will simply be moved 
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to higher gro.u,nd until the 
water subsides. There is no 
·question of moving them 
further to the east, where they 
would be easier to. supply. This 
is partly because the Somalia 
Government fears a backlash 
from locals, and partly because 
it fears -the refugees may not 
want to return to their homes 
in the event of a political 
settlement with Ethiopia. 

Food is now reaching refugees 
in central Somalia stranded by 
the floods, and there are signs 
that water levels are stabilising, 
United Nations officials said in 

.Mogadishu yesterday 

THE GUARDIAN, United Kingdom 11.4.81 

Refugee crisis 'nears 
political solution' 

A conference convened in 
Gene\•a to address the plight of 
Africa's fiv~ million refugees 
received more than $560 mil­
lion in pledges of financial 
assistance \Vhich, sponsors said 
yesterday, was enough to cover 
what they called the " most 
urgent needs " for the next 24 
months. 

However, the chief delegate 
from Somalia, which shelters 
one of every five African refu­
gees, criticised the international 
community for having " not 
seriously faced the challenge 
before it - to find a political 
solution to this problem. 

"The international com-
munity has chosen the less 
controversial ·path of treating 
the sick rather than trying to 
prevent the disease," said .Jama 
Mohamed . G h a 1 i b , Somalia 
Minister of Local Government 
and Rural Development. In a 
clear reference to Cuban forces 
in Ethiopia, Mr Ghalib said a 
crucial element to a political 
settlement is " removal of 
external forces from the Horn 
of Africa." 

Reviewing the two-day pledg­
ing conference, to which 94 
countries sent delegations, a 
spokesman for the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
....... .. .., ____ .:_ ... :_.,., ................... 

sented previous1y unannounced 
contributions. 

The . bulk of the aid was 
plectged by traditional Wrstern 
donor nations. In the largest 
single contribution, the United 
States has announced that it 
will spend $285 million this 
year and next on African refu­
gees. Late yesterday, Saudi 
Arabia announced one. of the 
largest pledges - $30 million. 

The Soviet Union and its 
East European allies did not 
attend the conference, {:On­
vened on Thursday under aus­
pices of the United Nations, 
UNHCR and the Organisation 
of African Unity. 

Arab countries said yester­
rlay they would try to have 
Israel excluded from all inter­
national meetings, despite their 
failure to keep out of the refu­
gee relief conference. Adnan 
Omran, d e p u t y secretary­
general of the Arab League in 
Geneva, told a press confer­
ence that Isracel was respon­
sible for ."the most tragic 
refugee probl<'m of recent his­
tory - the Palestinians" - . 
and had no place in any 
humanitarian conference. 

The Libyan delegation called 
a separate press conference to 
announce it was boycotting the 
i~,...,.e,.. ........ ..,.,..n .r•nrnnlotnl'r - thP. 
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The Horn of Unplenty 
African Area Has Millions in Need, but Relief Falls Far Short 
By RICHARD M. W ALDBN . 
After rallying to the rescue in last year·• freig)lt of up-to-date news film is often to this question could ·save a million lives. 

·Cambodian famine and the prior year's slow, and the ,Problem seems famillat and Perhaps it lies in the temper of these 
Vietnamese bOat exodus, a somewhat over- monotonous, following on the heels of more economically strained ttmes..Iri the last two 
whelmed world community is beginning to dramatic distant events-such as the "Boat years, American corporations have begun ~ 
focus on the Hom of Africa, which holds the People" of Vietnam, Pol Pot's systematic · look to their unused surplus inventories And! 
world's largest concentration of refugees ' destruction of Cambodiarr society and the match them with the needs of Southeast' 
and famine victims-more than 3 million. Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Asian refugees. While still in the nascent 

Somalia, whose 3.5 million residents have · Drama has become the sine qua non of stage, this new form of giving has resulted 
had to absorb 1.5 million refugees, has been . news coverage-the nightly network news in more than $10 million worth of supplies 
hardest hit by these twin problems. It has reportS of the above events:.Take "60 Min- for the Southeast Asian program. .· .. • ·.• 
also suffered a long-term drought, and an . utes'" emotional treatment on three shows Plastics companies have donated shel~~ 
influx of mostly ethnic Somalis-90% of of Laotian and Cambodian refugees lan- for refugee encampments; oil compcuties 
whom are women, children and elderly peo- · guishing in camps inside Thailand, Rosalyn have provided jet fuel for relief airlifts~g 
pte-fleeing Ethiopia's Ogaden desert and ·Carter's pose with starving Cambodian cpmpanies. hospitals and physicians have 
the fruits of their failed secessionist war. babies before 200 journalists, Dan Rather's met needs for medical assistance; auto-

The refrain is similar to that of Southeast incognito trek through the Khyber Pass, mobile manufacturers, canneries, depart-
Asia: strains of famine and war in an arena made-for-TV scheduling of relief airlifts ment stores and even waterbed companieS: 
for the East-West political struggle, against into Cambodia and Vietnam, the spectacle of provided g9<Xfs rather than money. tor. 
a background of a largely indifferent world. 10,000 oxcarts in a life-and-death lineup at imaginative use by relief agencies. That in 

Somatia is only one part of the East Afri- the Cambodian border for rice seed to plant jtself is of interest to the general public, 
can catastrophe. Uganda's Karamoja region before the omet of the monsoon. Some in- though it does not make for film footage as, 
has half a million displaced and starving temational organizations and private relief "exciting" as children with dis.t~nded1 
people; northwest Kenya has half a million groups now hire media consultants before bellies. . , . . , 
more; Ethopia faces two secessionist move- doctors,. to ensure continued funding for President Reagan has asked Congress to 
ments and a long-term drought; the Sudan their projects. cut foreign aid, but it is not yet clear \Vheth ~. 
is drought-stricken, with half a million re- Unquestionably. Cambodia was saved at . er he will call for the private sector to- piCk 
fugees from four neighboring. states, and· the brink of extinction by the response of up the slack and urge the granting- bf tar 
tiny Djibouti, only two years free of French people genuinely touched by the scenes of breaks to participating firms. A ;fewl 
rule, has 45,000 refugees. tragedy unfolding in their living rooms each hun died private corporations, inspif~ ·by 

After the first U.N. reports began to cir- night. The outpouring of aid from govern- · the leadership of their government 1llld- byj 
culate about the magnitude of the East Afri- ments and individuals came despite hostility · their own feelings of corporate · .socilrt' 
can disaster, it took more than a year to or- to a Communist regime unrecognized by responsibility, could begin to reverse . .the 
ganize the U.N. conference on African Re- WaShington, despite political interference· tragic course of Asia, Latin America apd. 
fugees, to be held in Geneva in April. M~- by foreign gov~mments (principally China Africa. \ 
while. much-needed governmental and pn- and Thailand) that wanted to "pin down" Time ·is running out. But it is still not ioo 
vate aid to the region has been increasing Vietnam with the burden of supporting late. That Cambodia was saved in less t.haJ} a 
rapidly, but still is woefully inadequate. Cambodia and thereby embarrass the Soviet year through a dedicated relief effort means 

The afflicted countries have the most ru- Union's client state, despite recurring ru- that lives cap also be saved in the disaster-. 
dimentary logistical systems for the distri- mors that relief supplies were being divert- ridden Hom of Africa, and wherever we see 
bution of food, medicine and other essential ed to the antagonists in the many-sided · our fellow man dying for lack of what 'We 
supplies. The Iraq-Iran war has deprived struggle for control of Cambodia. Americans have in excess. 
them of a large quantity of needed fuels. . What, then, is the dramau.:: "angle" for 

Projects to improve water supplies, and to East Africa'? How can the American public 
provide primary health care and promote be turned on when it l.as been turned off for 
agricultural development, are all desperate- so long to Africa's problems'? The answer 
ly needed to avert disasters. But these are ./ 
now considered largely unaffordable luxu-
ries. A number of private aid groups have 
projectS in East Africa, but they are too lim-
ited to affect the overall problem. ' 

Long neglected by the American public, 
African relief has always been thought of as 
tangential to our national interests and pri­
orities. The fmancial response to a l]lillion 
deaths in Biafra during its battle for inde­
pendence from Nigeria was only one-fourth 
that of the response to the Cambodian crisis 
and one-half that of the response to Bang­
ladesh. This is partly due to a historical 
American absence from Africa as a colonial 
power, and may be somewhat influenced by 
the racism factor. But I believe that the low 
level is largely attributable to the "Walter 
Cronkite principle'': What is not presented 
on the evening news progra,ns with fre­
quency and drama gains little support from 
the gen~ral public or th~ l!:S. g~v_e.r~,~?.~ 

Richard M. Walden; an attorney, w·l!Zeef&·· 
tive director of Operation. California, a relief 
organi2xltion headquartered in Beverly Hills. 
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Vlu~htelin~~ 1~ 
Afrika: voor r ~ 
560 miljoen 
dollar hulp 
toegezegd 
Door onze rellacteur 
KOERT LINDIJER 

GENEVE,ll april - De In­
ternationale conferentie voor 
hulp aan vluchtelingen in Afri­
ka (lcara) die de afgelopen 
twee dagen in Geneve werd ge­
houden heett 560 miljoen dol­
lar opgebracht. De secretaris­
generaal van de Verenigde Na­
ties, Kurt Waldheim, zei gis­
teravond nog niet te kunnen 
zeggen welk dee! van dit be­
drag extra toezeggingen voor 
deze conferentie betreft en 
welk dee! al eerder door de do­
norlanden was beloofd. 

De meeste delegaties hadden 
dit in hun redevoeringen niet 

der uitgelegd, zodat gister­
_.rond verwarring bestond 
over wat de conferentie nu 
precies heeft opgeleverd . 

De grootste toezeggmgen 
werden gedaan door Amerika 
(258 miljoen), de Europese ge­
meenschap (68 miljoen), de 
Bondsrepubliek (34 miljoen)~­
Japan (33 miljoen) en Saoedi­
Arabie (30 miljoen). Nigeria 
zegde 3 miljoen toe. 

Voor de officiiHe sluiting van 
de conferentie ontstond er ach­
t€r gesloten deuren.onenigheid 
tussen de groep Afrikaanse 
Ianden en de donorlanden over 
de besteding. van. de toegeielf. · 
dWelden~-¥.eel donorlanden 
hadden tijdens hun toespraken 
op de conferentie het overgrote 
deel van hun toezeggingen niet 
voor cen bcpaald land of pro-
jed bestcmd. · 

Door de knieen 

Oe Afrikaanse groep wenste 
zelf over de bestemmi-ng van 
het totaal van deze niet gespe­
cificeerde bedragen, namelijk 
451 miljoen dollar, te kunnen 
beslissen, waartegen de donors 
zich verzetten. De Afrikaanse 
groep ging uiteirtdelijk door de 
!mieen, waarna de Soedanese 
minister van binnenlandse za­
ken, Ahmed Abdulrahman, die 
als woordvoerder van de Afri­
kaanse groep optrad, de confe­
rentie meedeelde dat de donor­
landen zelf kunnen uitmaken 
hoe zij de 451 miljoen zullen 
besteden. . , 

Het overige dee! van de toe­
gezegde bedragen wordt be-t 
steed aan bilaterale hulp 
(ruim 66,9 miljoen) en aan het 
budget van het Hoge Commisr 
sariaat voor de vluchtelingen, 
van de VN (UNHCR) en hef 

Het streefbedrag van de con­
ferentie, namelijk 450 miljoen 
voor hulp op korte termijn, is 
gehaald. De ago miljoen dollar 
waar de Afrikaanse Ianden om 
hadden gevraagd voor de kor­
te- en lange-termijnhulp ble­
ken echter onbereikbaar. De 
UNHCR en andere VN-organi­
saties hadden voor dit jaar al 
ruim 260 miljoen dollar voor 
Afrikaanse vluchtelingen uit­
getrokken. 

Pag. 4: Afrika bezwijla bijna 
onder zijn vluchtelingenlast. 
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Refugees 
In Africa: 
A Crisis 
By Tarzie Vittachi 

N EW YORK - The interna­
tional community rallie~ 

strongly in 1980 to save the people 
of Kampuchea from a holocaust. 
Some $500 million in cash, food 
stuffs and seed grains was collect­
ed and distributed so effectively 
that in November, 1980, a year af­
ter the first appeal by tke UN sec­
retary-general and the heads of the 
United Nations Children's Fund 
and the International Red Cross 
was broadcast. the dyin~patient­
an entire nation -was· judged to 
be "off the critical list" though still 
running a fever. , 

The wide acclaim given to this 
remarkable achievement, however, 
has obscured the much . wider 
spread human suffering that is tak­
ing place in Africa. There have 
been no "boat people" to lend dra­
matic cachet to the situation in 
that continent, but its extent and 
urgency are unprecedented. Politi­
cal instability, endemic poverty 
and the return of the Sahelian 
drought have made refugees or 
"displaced persons" of no less than 
16 million human beings. 

In Ethiopia alone, as ·many as 
5.2 million people are affected. As 
many in the sub-Saharan· countries 
have been driven to the. edge of 
desperation within their !'!orders or 
out of their countries by the 
drought. Nearly 500,000 have 
sought refuge in the Sudan, a PO?r 
country scarcely able to sustam 
such weight of hospitality. The ref­
ugee camps established in Somalia 
attract hundreds of thousands of 
refugees and women and children 
whose husbands and fathers are 
engaged in the fighting in the 
North, as well as the traditional 
nomadic people. People will go to 
where there is food and shelter. 

In Eritrea, 2 million have been 
listed as displaced persons. The 
world has become habitu~ted to 
think of refugees as people who are 
forced to cross or re-cross a border 
but there are millions in Africa -
as indeed there were in Kampu-

~ .. • A • 

That is the fate of several mil­
lions in Africa whose purchase on 
the material lifeline was so feeble 
that any extra· depriva~ion would 
necessarily throw them mto a cate­
gory of helplessness now bein~ eu­
phemistically called "most senous­
ly affected." Every co~ntry in East 
Africa and several m the West 
have been touched by the emergen­
cy in one way or another. 

In Uganda, broken by years of 
political instability, nearly 390,01:!Q 
have fled the West Nile regwn_ m 
recent weeks and some 3 mJhon 
existing in conditions of near-fam­
ine are menaced by cholera, 
typhoid, dysentery and acute mal­
nutrition. 

In Djibouti, the 'Yater s~tuation 
is so critical that children m so~e 
areas are being ·rationed to s~ 
ounces a day and adults td' SIX 
ounces every other day. 

In Angola the refugee count 
stands at 56,ooo and misplaced 
persons at 600,000. Bie, once the 
country's breadbasket, is_l?robably 
the heaviest hit by pohtJcal and 
economic disorder exacerbated by 
the drought. 

The UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees has called a~ inte~ation­
al conference in Apnl to raise the 
resources needed ·to implement __ a 
sustained program for the reha~Ih· 
tation of the refugee populatiOn 
and people who have found no 
succor beyond their ·borders ~nd 
have returned through compulsiOn 
of need or political action: 

But there is an immediate need 
for food, medical S';'PJ?lies, we~ls, 
pumps, water punfymg equip­
ment, clothing, and _transport to 
carry supplies and relief personnel 
to provide the survival needs not 
only of refugees _but also of the 
millions whose hves have been 
gravely threatened by farrune, 
drought and disease. . . 

Unicef estimates that at least 
$100 million is needed t? meet the 
minimum requirements 1_n 1981 to 
bring basic se':'ices to children and 
their mothers m the worst affected 
countries. A Kampuchea-type res­
cue operation, but on man:y _fronts, 
is being mounted to mobilize the 
financial and human resources 
needed to prevent what could be­
come one of the gnmmest trage­
dies in history. ----

Tarzie Vittachi, a deputy execu­
tive director of Unicef, was editor of 
the Ceylon Observer and The Asian. 
He wrote this article for the lnterna-
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Crian{:as ugandesas esfomeadas amontoam-se (em busca de calor) num centro de distribui{:iiO de alimentos, em Karamojp. Ali /he silo fornecidos 
Ieite e biscoitos enriquecidos e flocos de milho 

, 
Africa <<continente dos refugi ... ~ 

II Eram 2 milhoos em 1970: hoje sao 
Exclusivo «_!"'e Matim> I «PH» 

Em Africa, 0 numero de refugiados e pessoas desloca­
das nao cessa de aumentar. De 2 milhOes, ha dez anos, ele 
ultrapassa, actualmente, os 10 milhOes, fazendo de Africa 
o «continente dos refugiados». 

No Sudio, muitas dezenas de 
milhar de refugiados irao engros­
sar, em 1981, os cerca de 506 000 
oflcialmente registados. Todas as 
semanas, todos os dias, grupos 
mais ou menos ·importantes de 
ugandeses, tchadianos e etiopes 
ou eritreus, atravessam as fron­
teiras para o Sudao, fugindo dos 
bombardeamentos, dos massa­
cres, da seca e da fome. 

0 Sudao conheceu a sua pri­
meira vaga de refugiados em 
1965. Eram congoleses (futuros 
zairenses) de origem rural. A sua 
assimila,-:ao foi relativamente fa­
cil. Muitos ja voltar"am, actual­
mente, ao.Zaire. 

Depois de 1965, o afluxo de re­
fugiados ao Sudao nao conheceu 

tenticos exodos massivos de afri­
canos. 0 ·grosso dos refugiados 
chegou ap6s os primeiros comba­
tes no Ogaden. 

Desde 1977-1978, muitas deze­
nas de milhar de etiopes e de ·eri­
treus franquearam as fronteiras e 
foram acolhidos em campos ins-· 
talados pelo Alto Comissar\ado 
das Nat;:Oes Unidas para os Refu­
giados (HCR). 

Depois, e de acordo com os 
numeros publicados pelas autori­
dades sudanesas. 415 000 etiopes 
e eritreus entr.aram no Sudiio. 
Nas ultimas semanas, ap6s uma 
interrup,-:ao de alguns meses, no­
vos contingentes ge refugiados 
etiopes e da regiao de Asmara 
chegaram (mil no princicpio do 

Um novo afluxo 

Urn novo afluxo de refugiados 
ao Sui preocupa as autoridades 
de Cartum. Tratam-se de ugan­
deses que, ao ritmo de 300 por 
dia, abandonam o Norte do 
Uganda e passam para territ6rio 
sudanes depois de atravessarem o 
Nilo. 

Estes ugandeses, das tribos 
maadis aflrmaffi que escaparam 
aos massacres e as perseguit;:Oes 
dos Acholis, que regulam assim 
as velhas contas tribais e politi­
cas. Eles «despediram» ja o pri­
meiro dos maadis, que nao era 

· outro senao Idi Amin Dada. 

Em Outubro de 1980, 30 mil 
ugandeses · atravessaram a fro.n­
teira e concentraram-se na regiao 
de Juba, com 43 mil outros maa­
dis. As autoridades sudanesas 
calculam que, nas pr6ximas se­
manas, 50 mil ugandeses serao 

tar assistencia, com a ajuda do 
HCR, a 18 mil refugiados prove­
nientes do Tchad. Os acessos 
sao, na regiao Oeste, particular­
mente dificeis. A 2000 quil6me­
tros de Cartum, sao necessarios 
dez dias de viagem em camiao 
para ai cheglir. 

Em El Janaina, nomeadamen­
te, 3 mil tchadianos foram aco­
lhidos num campo, enquanto 2 
ou 3 mil se encontram ao norte 
dacidade. 

Os sudaneses nao escondem 
que a chegada de mais 500 mil 
pessoas provocou urn certo dese­
quilibrio sociol'ogico no pais. A 
proport;:iio de nao-sudaneses nao 
para de crescer, suscitando no­
meadi!Plente «choques» culturais 
e religiosos, sem falar dos senti: 
mentos de inveja e de react;:Oes vi­
vas de ressentimento da parte da 
popula,-:ao local, que pensa ver­
s.e passada demasiadas vezes ao 



A caminho de parte 
nenh"umll. /evando consigo 
a sua pr6pria miseria 

~ . 
<lnc:o mi11XIes de seres 

esfomeadcs, na sua maioria 
mulheres e criaur;as, obri­
gados a deslocar-se, a aban­
donat as suas casas, a 
atravessar desertos ou selvas, 
estes s10 os refusiados de 
Africa.. 

As N~ Unidas con­
vocaram em Geoebra uma 
confer@ncia intemacional 
que, ao loogo dos elias 9 e 10 
de Abril, tentari arranjar 

0 DIA, - Portugal 8/4/81 

Na~oos Unidas e OUA 
para salvar milhoos de 
mais fundos para contribuit esteja suficientemente infor- encontra num sh continente£ 
para a sOl~ imediata' mada sobre aquela tr"a86dia Africa. 
daquele drama humano que dillria e insiste na insufician- - Ha 28 paises africanos que 
nio para de aumentar. cia dos fundos de ajuda. necessitam de ajlUia alimen-

Q altc:H:Omissllrio da QNU A reuniao lie Genebra tern: tar "de ursenaa''. de forma a 
par a o s Ref u g i ados urn sh antecedente: a con- garantir a sobreYiv&lcia . a 
(UNHCR), organizador da ferettcia sobre o problema dos sectores das suas ~vas 

preparou relat6rios refugiados e pessoas de- pop~. 
aprov~aopoderasuserir salojadas no Sudeste AsiAtica A FAQ (~ao Q& 
r~ de comida, uma realizada tambCm ~ Ge- QNU para a Agricultura e 

JDJ·~ao. ou urn punhado de nebra, em 1979. Alimen~ao) ~continuos 
para farinha que sao as No QlUidro ~ preparativos apelos ao Mundo para que 

necessidades mais vitais para para esta reuniao, os govemo5 envie al.Unentos e medicamen­
aqueles cinco milh<ies de africanos elaboraram tosparaestespaises. 
desalojados. balan~os, dados, cifras, SO na SomAlia centenas de 
-Por ~- seu iado, a -or- prioridades e o alto-comis- pessoas, fugindo da guerra, 
ganiza~io da Unidade sArio da QNU difundiu no- dirigiram-se para paises COillO 

Africana (QUA) continua a Qcias, publi~erelat6rios osCamaroesouaNiaeria. 
l~ gritos de alarme: a e, inclusive, organizou via- No Sudao hA quase meio 
si~ao. garantem os seus gens para grupos de jomalis- mi1hio de 'refugiados, No 
funcionluios, e radicalmente tas as regi<ies mais afectadas Zaire; 400 mil. e no Burundi 
distinta da verificada hA .dez por este drama. · mais de urn quarto de milbao. 
anos, quando o n6mero de Seguem-se alguns n6meros Os relat6rios ai estlo. Os 
refugiadosemAfricaerasb'de elucidativos da dimensllo do dados ja s10 conlvicidos e a 
750 mil. problema: hA no Mundo urn tragedia aumenta... falta 

A QUA lamenta que a total de dez mii1K!es de re- apenas conbecer a ~ do 
optniio p6blica mundial Dlo fugiados, metade dos quais se Mundo. 
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Em _Gene bra, o destino 
de tin co milhoes de 
refugiados africanos 
Um problema do quai multos 
governos e multu pessoas 
prelerem Dlo tomu 
conbeclmento - o dos reluglados 
da .Airlca - ~ o tema de uma 
reunllo lDtemaclonai que se 
reallla IJoje e amaniJI em 
Genebra, na Sul~a. Em novembro 
diUmo, quando o nlimero 
daqueie• reluglados cbegou • 
fant•stlca soma de cmco mlliJiles 
e seu drama atlDglu propor~ile• 
calamlto~as, a AIBembl~la Geral 
das Na~s Unldas decldlu que o 
secreUrlo-geral da orgaDin~lo 
deverla couvocar uma 

E 
m 1970, os refugiados 
na Africa somavam 
cerca de 750 mil. No 
fim do ano passado, 
esse numero era 
calculado em· cinco 

mi!Mes e a tendl!ncia apontava 
para seu crescimento em escala 
cada vez mais rapida. Como 
existem atualmente dez mi!Mes 
de refugiados no mundo, isso 
significa que a metade deles esta 
na Africa, espalhada por regilles 
que registram alguns dos plores 
indices de fome e doencas do 
planeta. Eo problema se agrava 
quando se sabe que a maiorla 
desses refugiados e composta de 
mulheres e criancas que fuglram 
ou foram expulsas de seus paises 
devido a guerras, revoluclles e 
perseguiclles pollticas ou racials. 

Os dados mais recentes da 
ONU - e referentes somente aos 
refuglados registrados- indicam 
a seguinte dlstrlbuicllo destes 
pelos palses africanos: Somalia, 
1.540.000; Sudllo, 490.000; Zaire, 
400.000; Republica dos Camarlles, 
266.000; Burundi, 234.590; 
Tanzania, 140.000; Uganda, 
112.400; Nigeria, 110.000; Angola, 
73.000; Argelia, 52.000; Djibuti, 
42.000; ZAmbia, 33.500; GabAo, 
30.000; Etiopla, 11.000; Ruanda, 
10.150; Suazilandia, 10.000; 
Lesoto, 10.000; Republica Centro- . 
Afrlcana, 7.000; Egito, 5.000; 
Senegal, 5.000; Qul!nia, 3.500; 
..,_._______ f) .tl\1\o ...... + ...... o fte.:a.n.a 

coDie~ncla para mobllllar a 
aten~lo e a coopera~lo mundlals 
para a grave crlse. Com o apolo 
da Organlsa~lo da Unldade 
Alrlcana e do Alto Comlssarlado 
das Na~lJes Unldas para 
Beluglados, a convoca~lo lol 
lelta. Nestes dols dlas, a 
Confe~ncla .lJJtemaclonal para 
Asslst~ncla aos Beluglados na 
Alrlca (Icara) mostrar• at~ que 
ponto govemoa, entldades 
mtemaclonals e cldadloa estlo 
dlspostos a lr em socorro deasa 
desproteglda parceia da 
IJumanldade. 

sera facil a tarefa da conferencia 
que se realiza em Genebra. Para 
enfrenta-la, a Icara estabeleceu 
tres objetivos: despertar a 
atencllo da opinillo publica 
mundlal para o drama dos 
refugiados na Africa; mobilizar 
recursos adicionais para os 
programas de assistl!ncia aos 
refugiados e auxiliar os paises 
que concedem asilo a obterem 
assistl!ncla internacional para 
prollltos destlnados a fortalecer 
sua capacidade de enfrentar a 
carga representada pelo 
receblmento de milhares desses 
refuglados. 
0 pais que enfrenta o mais grave 
problema de refugiados na Africa 
e a Somalia, que recebeu nos 
ultlmos anos uma populacllo 
extra de mais de urn milhllo e 
meio de habitantes. Segundo o 
Alto Comlssariado da ONU, ali 
esta "o maior problema de 
refugiados do mundo". Fluxos 
continuos de refugiados chegam a 
Somalia, superlotando seus 30 
campos de abrigo e set<: centros 
de trAnsito. 0 Alto Comissariado 
dispunha de urn a verba de 41 
mllhlles de dolares para atender, 
em 1981, a 900 mil refugiados 
abrlgados em campos. Mas a 
chegada de mais 400 mil pessoas 
ja fez com que o deficit 
aumentasse, este ano, para cerca 
de 163 milhlles de dolares. Em 
Genebra, essa sera a questlio 
finAnttlli,.A MlliR 11J-Q'Pnfp A ~P.r 



The problem ol a 
home away &om 

home MRS. MARIA MALESSE 
was determined never to 
leave her home in the 
Ethiopian Province <>f 
Eritrea despite a bloody 
war that raged all over. 
Even when a bullet cut her 
husband down, her deter­
mination never wavered. 

But when one day 
another bullet struck too 
near home for comfort, 
Mrs. Malesse grabbed her 
child,ren and, avoiding 
armed bandits, fled the 
country. She and her three 
children now live in Kenya 
as refugees. · 

LivinJ as a refugee in 
;Kenya bas noi been much 
easier than "living in her 
war-tom home country for 
Mrs. Malesse - only there 
is no fear of death looming 
ominously overhead. 

"I didn't have any illusions. 
As a refugee, I kn~w life would 

be tough," she says. Even 
then she _has found herself 
often so frustrated that the 
thought of committing 
suicide hasn't been far from 
her mind. 

Because she has no skllls, 
Mrs-.. Malesse still depends on 
a meagre 350/- (singles get 
150/-) monthly allowance from 

· the United Nations High Com· 
mission for Refugees to 
clothe, ~'and house both 
herself and het children. With 
the high cost of living in 
Nairobi, it isn't difficult to 
understand why Mrs. Malesse 
and her fellow· refugees live in 
the crammed, crime-infested 
slums of Nairobi. It isn't dif­
ficult also to understand why 

many of them plunge into a 
depression from which they 
can only be snapped out by a 
psychiatrist. 

Compared with other 
African countries which are 
stable enough to. accom­
modate. refugees, Kenya has 
relatively few ''foreignel'8'•; At 
the begmning of last year, 
there were soni''t 5,800 
refugees. But the bulk of 
them were Ugandans most of 
whom ha·ve now been 
repatriated ·since the tur­
bulent ·dictatorship of Idi 
Amin was overthrown. And 

since 1979../ the refugee status 
for Ugandans in Kenya has 
been abolished. 

The number of refugees 
living with us now is only 
3,500. Their breakdown is 
roughly .1.800 Ethiopians, 
~.200 R:wandeae, 100 South 
~ and probably a few 
hundred other from several 
distant countries. 

The Rwandese have been 
with us since war erupted in 
their country in the early 
'Sixties and they still con­
stitute a big majority. 

But the Ken~an refugee 

population is only a trifling 
compared with that in other 
countries. Somalia, one of the 
poorest countries in our conti­
n.ent, has. a refugee popula­
tiOn that IS nearly twice the 
. population of c>ur capital city 
Nairobi. It has 1,540;000. Iu; 
neighbour, Sudan, has 
490,000, nearly the total pop­
ulation of Mombas·a 
Burundi, 234,590, Tanzania' 
1~o.~. Z•iu "oo,ooo: 
Nigena, 110,000. 
. Cameroon has 266,000, 
Uganda 112,000, Algeria 
52,000, Gabon 30,000, Angola 
73,000, Lesotho 10,000 and 
even Djibouti, the country 
that people said was too poor 
to support its small popula-

cion has 42,000 refugees (12 
per cent of total population). 

The total num her of 
refugees in the entire African 
continent is . five minion in 
many cases more than 'the 
total populations of sewral 
African countries. 

And these are people who 
are desperately in need of 
emotional sympathy, 
economic and medical 
assistance. Donations of 
millions of shillings, pour in 
which are then distributed to 
the refugees through the 
United Nations High Com­
mission for Refugees. But as 
the case of Nairobi refugees 
illustrates, this is hardly 
enough to meet even the 
J:Dinimum of hwaan ~ .. 
ments. · 

According to· informed 
sources, most of the refugees 
in Kenya are youths who are 
in need of assistance to go 
through their education. 

SUNDAY NATION, Nairobi 8/3/81 

Many are ·"students at the 
National Industrial 
Vocational Training Centre 
(NIVTC) in Nairobi. , 

The students • get 
scholar:'hips_ from voluntary 
organisations, such as 
churches. But even then the 
sailing has not been sm~th 
forthem. · 

Mary Ollll)da has lived in 
Kenya with her refugee 
parents most of her life. 
When she completed Std. 7, 
she had to wait for tw<> years 
before she could get a sponsor 
to see her through her secon­
dary education. "It was a 
traumatic · moment," she 
recalls now. "I felt as if I had 
reached the end of my life." 

Haggard-looking refugees 
almost daily crowd at the 
offices of the Joint Refugee 
Services of Kenya, the body' 
the UNHCR has entrusted 
with settling down the 
refugees in Kenya. Their 
complaints concern mainly 
the little allqwance they get, 
the unavailability of jobs in 
Kenya for them (refugees com· 
pete with Kenyans for jobs) 
on the free market and delays 
in getting "small allowances". 

It is because of problems 
like these and the ever rising 
number of refugees that the 
UNHCR has organised a con­
ference - the International 
Conference OX {:JSfance to 
~tugees jn ~= to be 

eld m Geneva from April9. 
I'he aim of the meetjng will 

.be. to focus attention on the 
phght of refugees in Africa, to· 
momhse additional resources 

-tor refugee trogrammes in 
1\lnca, ·and o assisi coun-, 
ttles of asylum and 
strengthen their ability to 
:Cope with the ext~ burden 

:]laced on their siCices ana 
facilities. 

Last year, the UNHCR 
spent some 14 million 
shillings on . refugee 
programmes in Kenya. It is 
understood that the Kenya 
Government is asking for Sh." 
3 million to help build a small 
,clinic and a primary school 
for the refugees living here .. 

Proposals have already 
been ~orked out to be presen­
ted to the International Con­
·rerencP. on ARR1RfJ=~nf'l).. fn 

centration such as :Mathare 
and Eastleigh. 

What frustrates efforts to 
aid African refugees is the 
rate at which they are created· 
and the abject poverty of the 
host countries. In 1976, alone 
there was an increase of 
700,000, two times the 
average daily world increase. 
!Jle total number of refugees 
lDClreased (ro~n one million in 
1975 to 3.7 million in 1977 and 
to 5 million in 1980. 

And it is estimated that 
there is a substantial nuniber 
of refugees who simply cross 
lborde~ .. are welcom_ed by the 
nationals and live in the rural 
areas without ever bothering 
to register as refugees .. 

_ .$omalia is the best example 
of a poor country with an 
enormous refugee population. 
The general poverty has 

c_reated problems in 
providi.flg . relief services. 
Fears are, in fact, being' 
exp~essed that refugee pop­
ulations there might lead a 
better life than the host pop­
nlati~n. It was probably 
beca.use of this iear that 
President Siade Barre tried to 
tax refugee donations. 

Here in Kenya fears are 
that refugees might swell· the 
numbe~ of the disa9vanta_ged 
populatwn to create a new 
class of "lumpenproletariat". 
'Beca~e of this, the'UNHCR 
·Jffic~ m Nairobi is reportedly 
working out plans to increase 
the monthly allowance of 
refugees. It is, however clear 
that the increases will have to 
be substantial to keep the 
refugee~ floa.ting a hove 
econ~_mi.c tnbulations 

. mentaJ . turmoil and generai 
ldepresswn. 
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ALLA CONFERENZA 01 GINEVRA 

1' Africa chiede 
aiuto 
aii'Occidente 
per 5 milioni 
di profughi 

DAL \OqRo 1\\1\TO ~PECI\LE 

GINEVRA- L'Africa invoca aiu­
to. La poverta, Ia fame, le catastrofi 
naturali, le rivoluzioni, le guerra so­
no state accompagnate da un'altra 
sciagura: migrazioni di masse di­
sparate che si rifugiano in Paesi 
spesso gia incapaci di offrire it mini­
mo vitale ai propri cittadini. Dieci 
anni fa i rifugiati in Africa erano 750 
mila, oggi sono cinque milioni e 
continuano a crescere. Nessun al­
tro continente conta una simile 
quantita di profughi. 

Da soli gli africani non possono 
assicurare l'assistenza umanitariaa 
questi cinque milioni di fuggiaschi, 
in maggioranza donne e bambini. II 
problema e enorme, piu grave di 
quello sollevato due anni fa dal boat 
people del Sudest asiatico. Difficil­
mente Ia conferenza delle Nazioni 
Unite apertasi ieri a Ginevra potra 
soddisfare le richieste presentate 
dai governi del continente - quasi 
1300 miliardi di dollari per i prossimi 
cinque anni -, anche perche I'U­
nione Sovietica e !'Europa Orientale 
hanno rifiutato di partecipare ai 
lavori. 

La quasi totalita dei rifugiati e 
· accolta in soli diciotto Paesi, alcuni 

dei quali tra i piu poveri del mondo. 
Gibuti ad esempio, minuscolo·Stato 
sulla costa orientale, privo di terre 
coltivabili, di acqua, di industria, di 
risorse energetiche, da asilo a un 
numero di profughi pari al dodici per 
canto della sua popolazione. La 
Somalia, con un reddito pro capite 
di 140 mila lire l'anno, mantiene 
quasi un milione e mezzo di stranie­
ri senza lavoro. 

L'ospitalita e Ia solidarieta sono 
valori fondamentali della cultura ne­
ra, iscritti nella Carta deii'OUA, l'or­
ganizzazione dell'unita africana. La 
politica della frontiers aperta e an­
che una valvola di sfogo che limita 
in qualche misura i «bagni di san­
gue .. nel corso dei conflitti e impedi­
sce una piu grave destabilizzazione 
del continente. Anche per questo 
motivo I'Occidente, che ha un inte­
resse economico e strategico a 
contenere gli scontri, deve parteci­
pare ai soccorsi. 

La mappa delle migrazioni corri­
sponde alia mappa delle guerra: a 
nord il conflitto nel Sahara ex spa­
gnolo ha spinto in Algeria 150 mila 
saharui, Ia guerra nel Corno orien­
tale ha disperso due milioni di etio­
pici in Somalia, Sudan e Gibuti; dal 
Ciad centinaia di migliaia di persona 
sono scappate in Nigeria, Camerun, 
Sudan e Centrafrica; oppositori so­
no fuggiti in Angola dallo Zaire, dal 
Sud Africa, dalla Namibia, mentre 
oppositori angolani sono entrati in 
Zaire; Zambia e Tanzania accolgo­
no profughi da Zaire, Angola, Sud 
Africa, Burundi; Ia crisi rhodesiana 
solo nello scorso anno ha spinto in 
Mozambico 26 mila persona. 

Gli africani mettono l'accento sul­
la responsabilita storica deii'Euro­
pa: «II problema dei rifugiati e Vec­
chio come il colonialismo - ha 
datto il ministro degli esteri nigeria­
no -. Le nostre difficolta sono il 
risultato della occupazione armata 
di ieri e delle ingerenze di oggi ... In 
nessuna maniera perc si giustifica 
l'assenza di Mosca dalla conferen­
za: basta ricordare, oltre ai doveri 
generali di solidarieta umana, che 
I'URSS arma I'Etiopia, I' Angola e Ia 
Libia, responsabile del prolunga­
mento della guerra in Ciad. 

Aile richieste di soccorsi urgenti e 
di vasti programmi di assistenza a 
media e lungo !ermine, collegati al 
problema del .sottosviluppo, Kurt 
Waldheim, segretario generale dei­
I'ONU, ha risposto con un invito alia 
prudenza: «Per avviare tutti insieme 
Ia soluzione del problema - ha 
datto - dobbiamo mettere d'accor­
do generosita e realismo ... 

A nome della Comunita Europea 
il ministro degli Esteri olandese Van 
der Klaauw ha dichiarato: «Assicu­
riamo sia i soccorsi immediati sia 
l'impegno a cercare soluzioni a lun­
go !ermine, perc Ia Conferenza da­
ve raggiungere conclusioni pratiche 
e real istiche ... 

II contributo italiano, che costi­
tuira uno sforzo non indifferente 
nella nostre attuali condizioni eco­
nomiche, sara annunciato questa 
mattina dal sottosegretario agli E­
steri Costantino Belluscio. 

Gli Stati Uniti si sono impegnati a 
versare nel 1981 e '82 Ia somma di 
285 milioni di doilari, oltre a qualla 

, gia stanziata per i rifugiati africani 
dall'amministrazione Carter. L'am­
basciatrice aii'ONU Kirkpatrick (il 
vicepresidente Bush che dovev.a in­
tervenire a Ginevra e stato trattenu­
to a Washington dopo l'attentato a 
Reagan) ha garantito: «L'Africa puc 
contare sulla solidarieta americana; 
gli USA intendono rafforzare i lega­
mi con il Continente». 

II futuro della collaborazlone occi­
dentale, viene tuttavia lasciato in­
tendere, e condizionato da contro­
partite politiche, secondo Ia «dottn­
na Reagan». Come ha spiegato un 
diplomatico nei corridoi della Confe­
renza, «non e possibile che certi 
governi africani si sal vi no con I' assi­
. stanza economica deii'Occidente e 
poi, all'assemblea generale deii'O­
NU, si schierino regolarmente con­
tro I'Ovest ... 

Anche i Paesi arabi, che forniran­
no una parte importante degli aiuti, 
pongono condizioni politiche. Chie­
dono Ia solidarieta contro lsraele. 
leri mattina hanno ritardato di quasi 
due ore l'apertura della Conlerenza 
pretendendo l'espulsione dei dele­
gati israeliani, secondo le decisioni 
recentemente prase dai non alli­
neati a Nuova Delhi. II tentativo e 
fallito per Ia minaccia americana di 
ritirarsi dai lavori. 

Renato Ferraro 

:l!rrican Refugee Aid Reaches $500 Million 
T J ' The Associated Press 

GENEVA - Fu~ds to aid African refugees reach~d $5?<J mi~lion Fri­
day when Japan pledged $33 million for the contment ~ esttmated 5 
million dispossessed people. It was the third highest co~t~ent by any 
of the 94 nations attending the conference here on Afnca s refugees, 
which was ending later in the day. . . . . . 

On Thursday, the United States srud 1t woul~ gtve $285 rmlhon ov~r 
two years, and West German:Y announced an atd package o~ ~34.5 rml-
lion. Late Friday, Saudi Arabta announced a ple?ge of ~30 rmllion. h 

The Soviet Union and most Soviet-bloc natlo!is dtd not. a~tend t e 
conference, which was organized by the U~ Htgh _Comrmsst?~er for 
Refugees and the Organization of African U~ty to rruse $1.15 b!lhon for 
25 African nations distressed by drought, famme or war . 
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Quelques reflexions sur 
Ia conference de Geneva 

A T'r3:>Ue do lz. co:-.to·;ence 

ir .. ::ernc.o~ivr.nle sur I'Ass•:·stance 

"ux RrJfugies d'Af.rique qui 
s'e:;;t tenue a Geneve l·es 9 

et 10 avril s•ous l'egide de 

I'ONU, de I'OUA e.t du Haut 

Commlssariz.t de-s Nationrs· 

Unies pour Jes · Refugies· 

(H.C.R.), Ia Communaute ln­
r.err;qtionale a promla des 

contributions s~elevant A 560 

millions de dollars U.S. Quel­

ques• retlexions s'imposer.rl: 

sur cette conference de ' Ia 

solidari•te avec r,otre cor~~inent. 
RemarquonD tout d'.abord que 

sur las 560 millions, les 

Etats-Unis contribuent pour 

plus de Ia moif.:ie de ce mon• 

tarn, avec 285 million's. La 
C.E.E. avec 68 mi!Hons, Ia 
R.F.A. a.vec 34,5 mllliona, le 

Japon avec 33 millfons et 

!'Arabie SaoudY.:e avec 30 

mi'llions suivern loin darrlera 

les U.S.A. Pour evaluer cetta 
nss•i.stance,. comparons-la avec 

d'autres gestes recerrts en­

vers d'~ut.res sY.:uations. L' 

ar,nee de.rniere, une conf&­

rence d'a.Jde au Cambodge a 
reuni 600 millfons de dollars, -

soit un peu ph.IS que pour 

Ies refugies d'AFrique. II y a 
en 1981, 5 millions de refu­
gies en Af.rique repa.rtis sur 

plus de 25 pay·s. Au mois de 
mar.s de cette anr,·ee, un-e 

conference d'aide economique 
a,u Zimbabwe avairt enreglstre 
des p.rome&Ses pour plus d'un 
milliard de dollars-. 

Force ·es;'; de constater que 

Ia cause des retugies africains 
n'est pas au&Si mobilitsatrice 

qu'elle devrairt l'etre. A Geneve 

de nombreux pays n~ont fait 

que figu'rer .~ar.dis que d' 

at.~res ne se sonot meme pas 

deranges pour obse.rver comme 

ils I'avai·ent fait pour Ie 

Cambodge et les Boat People 

vietnami·ens. 

Les Africalns n'ont pas bien 

compris !'absence, Jnexpllquee 

jusqu'Icl de$ represert-i:lrrts 

des pays soclali&::es eu.ropeer•!· 

a !'exception de Ia Yougosla-

OJJJtL u~ t,;\,.;'I'Hiti~~.·~~d·es auon­

d&• .•;s de Ia part des Occiden•· 

taux ... 

une <.,u.:.-e retlexlc;-;; nous a 

Elt8 i.!iSpiree pdr I lfl'i(;;,i'Vt:llLiUil 

u ut:utJve du muusue ae 1a 

JU<>••ice o_u buru,ial, illl. Laurene 

i'llzeylmana: Lvr:>qu 'on aoc·rdii 

ic c h a p 1 t r e de ia 

r e p a r t i t 1 o n de:~ tono~ 

'" '-"m1s <. •<I ~,;onrerence et dil 

'"'<;;on ger1era1e, 1,;, prooieme 

"" ta.Jt:.par<• c~u•, oas aide-IS 

ClWA .PC:.).tt>· ljUI ~CC.Uelilei;<; ieS 

. _ . ...:!:JI~·s u•• e"'' souvent tente 
ut: S•<l mv1.uer p1us genereux 

pour les c~ o J.Jrgence. On 

verra pius racilemenc ie cas 

ues retU!J•t:oS receriJ;:> dU Tcna,a 

c•u de l'Ug~den que ceux plUI' 
~IJCiens venu.sr de Namf.oie en 

Angola. Si le Burundi qui 

compte plus de 200.000 .ret.u­

gies ne re<;;oit du H.C.R ~u• 

6 dollars par an et pa,r refugie, 

c'es•t · p:.y-ce que Ia commMna.ij­

te intern<.•Uona,le oJJRlli J~ 

retugies anciens parce qu'ii 

y a de plus recents. qui ~usci· 

tent piUis d'emO'l:ion, 

En reaH.::e, le problema des 

retugies doit s'apprecler a 
moyen et a long terme, parce 

que Je ref.ugie doit e-tre a,id& 

a survivre mais il taut ~.IJ~O\.lt 
I'aider a s'lnstalle.r et a r:e­
trouve·r une vie normale. C'es.l~ 
ains·i que Je verit$1e prqplem• 
eso~ celui de Ia, pr;~sior; des 

r6fugies s•.ur Ia population d' 
accueil, ·sur son economie •t 
&o;l espace vital. 

Un pc:.ys comme l·e Came-roun 

ou ie Soud~n qui ont accueilli 

recemmerA le!:J victimes des 

guetreG civiie·S de leur region 

respective comiJ.ent sur d• 

larges ewmlue:s ue rerreil 

cu:ltivable-s p.;ur ir;::>talier leure 

retugies. lis s·efl'ti,ront moin• 

leur poids qu'un paY'& comm• 

le Burur;di qui doirt absorber 

200.000 personnes sur un 

territ'Jire: reduit, dec i"fraatr~ot­

ctures sc-ciale~· a !<1 c:z:1ension 

de ses moyens et une orga­

r.isartion s•e:cio-econcmique ba. 

see sur le .;ravail de i81 terre. 

"JUA" Bukavu - ?.5.81 

(Suite de Ia page 9) 

On oublie s·ouvent que les 

retugies .representent plus de 

6 % de Ia, population to•tale 

de ce pays, Celui-ci, malgre 
des efforlls loua,bles er. une 

part du budget social (Edu~ 

tion, Sante, Promo~ior.- sociale) 
qui represente p.res de 50 % 

du budget de I 'Etart, 'scolarise 

molll!S de 30 % des enfatnts 

ocolarisables, compte 1 mede­

cin pour 34.00()· habi1ants et 
un lnfirmier pour 16.000 ha­

bitants. Le refugie constitue 

pour ce secr.eur une charge 

de plus en plus lourde, sll,ns 
parl·er des effem dll.ns I e dQI­
maine de I'emploi. 

II y a generalemem una 

tendance darw· Ia; commu.na,_ute 

internationale que I'on ne 

penSie pas a ceux qui na 

orient pas a,Sis•ez for::. L'Afric~in 

a souvent rtentfance a aider 

~on fre.re dans Ia discretion, 

et plus- on est 1:fCueilla,_nt en• 
vers I'e.tranger plus or~ atrtire 
les malheureux. A ce ·propos, 

ne peUt-on P81S etre legitime-. 
ment fie•r que Ies res-sortis­

sarns des pays voisins n'a,_yant 

pas Ie ISf.:atut de retugies et 

r/ayant a,ucune ra;ison de s·'en 

reclamer, aiment bien ventr 

chercher un emploi dans notre 
pays pour y vivre ? 

COME MIKAZA 
RENOUVEAU BUJUM­

BURA 
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Africa wants a biLlion doLLars of aid 

at or~e to deal with the continent's vast and 

growing refugee crisis. ALASTAIR MATHESON expLains 

the magni~ude of the probLem. 

AFR 1 CA 
1 
S "FORGOTIEN F IVE MILL ION 

Tesfaye Berhan, Victor Ndhlovu and Ndsabe. Kataranza come from 

countries thousands of miles apart, but the three have one thing in common. 

They are all African re~ugees in strange lands, with little prospect of 

returning to their homes in the foreseeable future. 

Tesfaye ~s an Eritrean now sheltering in a tent at Wad El Hileiwu 

reception centre near Sudan's border with Ethiopia. Victor is a South African 

re:ugee from Capetown, trying to live off the land for the first time in 

his life near Tabora 2-n Tanzania. Ndsaba also lives in Tanzania, after escaping 

from a bloody tribal massacre in neighbouring Burundi almost 10 years ago. 

I met them, and hundreds more, during two weeks of travelling through 

settlements and staging posts for African refugees being looked after by the 

United Nations High Commission for Refugees as part of a massive operation 

throughout Africa, a continent that now holds half the world's refugee population.· 

African Governments hosting a total of five million homeless complain 

that they find it hard enough to feed their own people, many of whom are in 

conditions little better than the refugees. They cannot afford to feed these 

extra mouths and are beginning to ask why the refugee problem cannot be 

the responsibility of all humanity, especially those who can better afford 

the cost. 

(SEE Refugees 2 ....•• 



The Sudan, probably the most hospitable of all, is rightly proud 

of its long tradition of sheltering strangers - one that grew o~t of its 

geographical position as a bridge between West Africa and the Muslim holy 

city of Mecca, which all Muslims try to visit once in their lifetime. 

Over the past decade or. so four of its eight neighbours have experienced 

such violent upheavals that tens of thousands of people have fled into the 

Sudan. None have been turned away, although Sudan's refugee population ~s 

now over half-a-million - and stiil rising. 

Many African leaders, includin~ President Gaafar Numeiri of the Sudan, 

have asked why it is that the •..rorld has shown more concern for Asian refugees, 

and that the boat people from Vietnam, for example, have generated far more 

publicity than the desperate plight of the SomaJi refugees, crammed into 

shanty towns in the scorching desert wich only a few drops of water. 

The Organisation of African Unity is well aware of the difficulty of 

presenting the case for the African refugee, and its Assistant Secretary-

General, Dr Peter Onu, charged with handlihg the crisis, points to the 

discrepancy whereby only $22 a year is spent on each African, compared to 

$50 a year for refugees in other continents, including Asia. 

He complains that the present level of assistance to African refugees 

1s only enough to save them from starvation. There is not enough to help them 

back to a normal life. 

One problem is that so many of the refugees 1n Africa are 'forgotten 

people,' the victims of old tribal and political upheavals. 

To the outside world, these long-gone events in a rapidly-changing 
' r 

continent have been overtaken by much more immediate crises. The whole African 

scene is too complicated for the public of pote~tial donor nations to grasp 
J ' 

without long and detailed study. 

Only when a bloody coup takes place, or a well-publicised famine occurs, 

does the world sit up for a moment and take notice. 

(SEE Refugees 3 .•..•. 



LOS - Refugees 3 

Cynical Africans say that Europe and North America react more 

generously to the plight of Asians because 'they are not so black a.s us', and 

easier to identify with than semi-naked tribesmen in rags or in outlandish 

garb. 

As if the five million refugees were not eno~h to cope with, there are 

many millions more in Africa who are Either 'displaced persons' or MSAs 

( 'most seriously affected persons'). They have not crossed international 

frontiers but have been uprooted from their homes by hostilities, drought 

or pestilence. 

They live ln relief c~~ps and settlements but without land on which 

to grow their food, making them totally dependent on others. 

That number could increase enormously as predicted droughts and famines 

spread over the continent this decade. That problem is likely to become so 

staggering that there is a danger of the world community throwing up its 

hands in despair. 

That is why the countries of the world have been invited to Geneva next 

week (9 and 10 April) to respond to Africa's call for help, especially 

for those countries which, single-handed, are bearing the burden of feeding 

strangers for years on end, with scant resources. 

If a billion dollars of aid is not forthcoming, then the present 

meagre assistance will have to be cut. lest the nationals of the host 

colli~tries are reduced to the plight of the refugees in their midst. 

For those who cannot comprehend the magnitude of the African refugee 

problem, tiny Djibouti reflects the situation on a small scale. The 

42,000 refugees in this Red Sea republic bordering Ethiopia ~~d Somalia already 

constitute 12 per cent of the population, not counting many more who are 

not registered. 

In this arid land, with its blistering heat, water is so scarce that 

children in the refugee settlements get only ~ cupful of water a day. 

Adults get a cupful only every second day. COPYRIGHT -LONDON OBSERVER SERVICE. 

END 



ccHappy~end,, a Ia conference sur les reluaies d' Afrique· 
(De notre envoyee permanents 1:1 Geneva) La Libre Belgique 13/4/81 

Mal commencite, la con· 
fitrence intemationale sur 
!'assistance aux ritfugies 
d'Afrlque s'est bien termi· 
nee et le Haut commissai· 
re pour les refugies a pu 
qualifier les rerultats obte­
nus de cc.tr.e.s.. satisfaisan ts,. 
En deux jours, les panici· 
pants venus de plus de 
septante pays ont annon· 
cit des contributions s'ele· 
vant a 560.000.000 dollars. 

C'est aux Etats-Unia, avec un 
don de 285 millions de dollars a 
la Communaute europeenn:e, 
68 millions ci la R.F.A., 34 mil­
lions au Japon, 33 millions ci 
!'Arabie saoudite, 30 millions 
que revient le merite des plus 
substantials versements. Le de­
legue de Ia Chine a annonce 
un don d'un million de dollars 
mail a deplore Ia modicite de Ia 

somme offerte par son «pays 
socialiste et en developpe­
ment., non sans avoir preala­
blement condamne ocl'imperia­
lisme el l'hegemonie» et souli- . 
gne qu'outre de secours mate­
riels, !'Afrique a besoin que 
soienl exlraites les racines du 
mal,- «le rcciame et l'ingerance 
etrangere». 

Vendredi, second jour de Ia 
conference, convoquee et presi­
dee par M. K. W aldheim, le 
secretaire general de l'O.N.U. 
a Ia demande de l'O.U.A. (Or­
ganisation de !'Unite africaine) 
et du H.C.R. (Haut commissa· 
rial pour las refugies), les dele­
gues des pays arabes, sau£ Ia 
Libye, ont participe aux tra· 
vaux apres que le representant 
du Soudan ail lu une declara­
tion en leur nom, deplorant en 
termes moderes la presence 
d'Israel. Pour rendre la polites· 

se, le delegue d'Israel a renon­
ce ci pronqncer son discours, se 
contentant de faire savoir qu'il 
communiquerait par ecrit le 
montant du don de son pays. 

Ainsi a pris fin !'incident qui 
avait oppose non seulement les 
Arabes entre eux, mais les avait 
aussi oppose, les plus extremis­
tea, a la plupart des pays noirs 
d'Afrique. Seulla Libye a done 
boucle la reunion jusqu'au bout. 
Le porte-parole de son ministe­
re des Affaires etrangeres, de­
venu «bureau populaire•, a 
reuni la presse pour lui expri­
mer son indignation de voir 
sieger a la conference le pays 
«responsable du plus important 
problema de re£ugi8s du mon­
de» mais, s'agissant de repon­
dre a une question au sujet des 
refugies tchadiens fuyant l'in· 
vasion de leur pays par les 
armees libyennes, le porte-pa-

role a indique- que lCJ Ubfe jo~e 
au Tchad un role pacificateur. 

La conference terminee - et 
bien termin~e - laisse pourlant 
en--susp~n important 
problema :r;r. W aldheim a in· 
d1que aux journalistes que si 
66,9 millions seront consacres 
aux programmes d'assistance 
de l'O.N.U. et du C.I.C.C.R., 
41,1 seront verses dans le cadre 
de !'assistance bilaterale, le 
gros des contributions, soitl51,"9 
millions ne seront repartis 
qu'ulterieurement. Or il appre· 
nait que pays donateurs et be­
neficiaires ne peuvent se mettre 
d'accord sur !'institution ci la­
quelle devrait revenir la charge 
de gerer cette somme, de nom­
breux pays arabes entendant 
qu'elle soil remise ci l'O.U.A., 
tandis que les Occidentaux pre­
ferent la confier au H.C.R. et au 
C.I.C.R.R. 

Nicolette FRANK. 

Aide internationle Le Soir 

aux refugies en Afrique 
14/4/81 

DE NOTRE CORRESPONDANT PARTICULIER 

Geneve, 13 avril. 

La conference internationale sur 
)'assistance aux retugies en · Afri­
que s'est achevee sur-11n succes. 
Des contributions pour unmontaiil 
de 560 millions de 'dollars ont ete 
annoncees par 45 des pays par­
ticipants. Cette somme considera­
ble permettra de faire face aux 
besoins prioritaires des 5 millions 
de refugies africains au· cours des 
18 prochains mois. 

A dire vrai on ne s'attendait 
gemeralement pas dans les milieux 
diplomatiques a ce qu'qne genera­
sit~ semblablt se soit -manifestee, 
et les services du Hau~ · Commisa­
riat des Nation$ Un!es -et:x'-memes 
avaient pense recolter 300 a 350 
millions au plus. La Belgique, par 
l'intermediaire dn ministre des Af. 
faires etrangeres a assure une 
participation de l'ordTe de a,s mil­
lions de dol!lars auxquel;; s'ajoutent 
l'appui financier apporte par le ca­
nal de Ia Communaute europeenne. 
Ansi le pays se place proi>ortion­
nellement. parlant parmi les dona­
terus genereux. Les Etats-Unis ont 
promis 285 miNions de dollars qui 
o;eront verses selon des. criteres 

urement humanitaires sans aucu­
ne reserve d'ordre politique. 

La reussitt:: a aussi ete totale 

~ant a la sensibilisation de l'opi­
. .nuizi:iiJ.aruli~_:on · sa1 nmrtntenant 
qu'un retugie sur deux est africain 
et que les problemes rencontres 
par le continent noir sont d'une 
extreme importance. 

Se.ule oni.bte au tableau, il sem­
ble 'que les Etats africains n'aient 
pas obtenu satisfaction quant a 
leur souci de mettre en place une 
certaine infrastructure et d'assurer 
un suivi a la reunion leur garan­
tissant non seulement la realite des 
promesses de Geneve mais encore 
que le probleme dans son ensemble 
resterait l'une des priorites de la 
communaute mondiale. 

Le representant des Etats afri­
cains a parle de Ia reunion du 
Palais des Nations comme d'une 
premiere etape en appelant d'au­
tres et souhaitant que des revisions 
et des contr6les reguliers soient 
operes. L'e:~~:igence a ete mal re­
c;u.e -d~ns .Ja mesure ou elle appa­
ra1ssa1t comme mettant en cause 
Ia bonne foi des contributeurs et 
l'on a senti a· ce propos une di­
vergence evidente entre les parti­
cipants. 

Cette 119_te Jin.al!u:tiscorJlante ne 
peut toutefois alterer-Ie resultat 
financier obtenu ni porter atteinte 
au succes global. . 

LAURENT MOSSU. 



,Wer mochte noch helfen?" 

UN-Fliichtlingsorganisation 

Afrika-Konferenz 
ein Erfolg 

Genf (dpa), - Die zweitagige interna 
tionale Konferenz zur Hilfe· fUr ·Fliicht 
linge in Afrika ist ein ,groBer Erfolg" 
Dieses Fazit zog am Freitag kurz vor 
KonferenzschluB in Genf ein Sprecher 
der UN-Fliichtlingsorganisation. 

Das Treffen habe zwei Ziele gehabt, 
sagte der Sprecher: Das Weltgewissen 
auf die Fliichtlingsnot in Afrika hinzu-, 
weisen und gleichzeitig ,soviel Geld wie' 
mi:iglich" zur Linderung dieser Not zu­
sammenzubringen. Beide Aktionen sei­
en erfolgreich gewesen. 

lar vor., Schaf#.lngsweise 30 bis 40 Pro­
zeqt dieses BAti'ags sind Hilfeleistungen, 
zu denerrsich die GeberUinder zusatz­
lich zu bereits eingegangenen Verpflich­
tungen aufgrund des Hilfeappells anlaB­
lich der Genfer Konferenz bereiterklar­
ten. So sagte der Vertreter der EG am 
Freitag einen Betrag von 68 Millionen 
Dollar 4n la-ufenden J ahr als Gemein­
schaftshilfe fUr die Afrika-Fliichtlinge 
zu, wovon rund 35 Millionen Dollar als 
neue zusatzliche Unterstiitzung gelten. 
"Dieser Gemeinschaftsbetrag wird unab­
hangig von der Hilfe gegeben, die die 

· lnepAW'ander leisten. 
~l Bilanz des teilweise ver­

. CaaH'lenspiels lliBt sich nach 
~~ von Experten der Fliichtlings­
Q~tion erst nach der Konferenz 
ziehen. Aber schon vor ihrem Ende au-

Von rund 25 Landern und der EG als , ie~Unt sie. die Oberzeugung, daB das 
Gemeinschaft lagen nach Angaben der 'dri~~che Afrika-Hilfeprogramm fiir die 
Fliichtlingsorganisation bis Freitag i¥lcll~t;en;eineinhalb bis zwei Jahre mit 
nachmittag finanzielle Zusagen im Ge- einemu &tdarf von rund 500 Millionen 
samtwert von knapp 528 Millionen Dol- ., . .J)ol.\~ voll gesichert gelten kann. 

Luxemburger Wort 11/4/81 



Demain 1e Monde 16/4/81 operations ont r:e,pris apres Tin­
dependance du Zimbabwe et, a 
Ia mi-octobre. 1980, un total de 
69:000 per&Onnes avaient e.te ra­
patriees avec l'alde du HCR. Le 
rapatriement- a maintenant pris 

A Ia suite de l'accord signa en 
decembre 1979 a l'issue de Ia 
Conference de Lancaster House 
(Londres), le Gouvernemerit du 
Royaume-Uni a demande au 
HCR d'assu rer Ia coordination 
generate des efforts internatio­
naux destines a faciliter le rapa­
triement des refugies zimbab­
we·ens. 

Dans Ia premieFe phase de !'o­
peration, qui avait pour but de 
.rl'!patrier les refugies avant les 
el"·-tions prevues pour Ia fin fe­
v. 1980, plus de 33.000 retu­
gie~ - dont 182.000 venus de 
Botswana, 11.000 du Mozambi­
que· et plus de 4.000 de_2ambie 
- ont regagne leur pays sous 
les auspices du HCR. D'autres 
sont rentres par leurs propres 
moyens. Un reseau de centres 
de transit a ete etabli avec l'aide 
financiere du HCR pour,.assurer 
temporairement aux rapatries 
Mbergemeht et assistance. Les 

fin, · 
A .Ia suite de Ia mission Inter­

institutions qui s'est rendue au 
Zimbabwe e.n avril 1980, te Haut 
Commissaire a adresse un appel 
a Ia communa1.1ta internationale 
pour financer un programme 
d'assistance d'un montant de 
1 to millions de doltars, ache­
lonna sur une periode de 12 
mois. En outre, les besoins ali­
mentaires ont ata estimas a 
11'3.000 tonnes matriques. Le 
programme, dont Ia coordination 
est assuree par le HCR, com­
prend le transport des rapatries 
et des personnes deplacaes dans 
leurs foyers et Ia fourniture 
d'une aide pour raparer, reccins­
truire et raequiper leurs habita­
tions; une aide agricola (se­
mences, outils et engrais) et un 
programme de formation com­
plete destine aux agriculteurs. 
Une assistance sera agalement 
fournie pour remettre en etat les 
reseaux d'alimentation en eau 
endommages et pour reparer les 
routes et les ponts dans les re­
gions rurales. Le programme 
prevoit egalement Ia reparation 
et Ia remise en etat des services 
coilectifs, en particulier des dis­
pensaires ruraux et des ecoles 
primaires, Ia livraison du mate­
riel et des fournitures voulus et 
Ia formation de personnel. Des 
equipements et installations spe­
cialises seront crees pour les 
handicapes, les orphelins et les 
personnes agees. 

Afrika-Fliichtlingskonferenz 
erfolgreich Luxemburger Wort 13/4/81 
Ostblock-Lander blieben fern 

Genf (dpa). - Auf der internationalen 
Genfer Konferenz zur Hilfe fi.i.r die fast 
fi.i.nf Millionen Fluchtlinge in Afrika sind 
finanzielle Zusagen in Hohe von 560 
Millionen Dollar gemacht worden. Da­
mit sind die Mittel fur ein Hilfspro­
gramm zur Linderung der dringendsten 
Fliichtlingsnot auf dem schwarzen Kon­
tinent in den nachsten anderthalb bis 
zwei J ahren vorhanden, das v.or der 
Konferenz noch in Frage stand. 

Etwa 40 Prozen.t des Gesamtbetrages 
sind neue Zusagen, zusatzlich zu schon 
vorher versprochenen Zahlungen der 
Geberlander, unter denen die USA mit 
285 Millionen Dollar, die Bundesrepu­
blik mit 34,5, Japan mit 33 und Saudi­
Arabien mit 30 Millionen Dollar an der 
Spitze stehen. 

UN-Generalsekretar Kurt Waldheim 
au13erte sich am SchluB der zweitagigen 
Konferenz am Freitag abend zufrieden 
und erleichtert, daB die dringlichsten 
Bedurfnisse der Afrika-Fluchtlinge be­
f~edigt .~.er~en !5~nnten. Es sei auch 

fUr eine flilfe auf weite Sicht zu 
sichern". 

In seiner ,Botschaft der Hoffnung" an 
die Delegierten von fast 100 Nationen 
meinte Waldheim: ,Den Fluchtlingen 
konnen wir jetzt sagen: Die- Welt weiB 
urn Euer ~lend. Wir stehen bereit, Euch 
zu helfen. Ihr werdet nicht im Stich 
gelassen werden." 

Der UN-Generalsekretar unterstrich 
den rein humanitaren Charakter der 
Konferenz. Naturlich konne das Flucht­
lingsproblem in Afrika nicht ohne Un­
tersuchung seiner politischen und wirt­
schaftlichen Gri.i.nde dauerhaft gelost 
werden. 

Knapp 100 von 131 eingeladene)1.Staa­
ten hatten an der Konferenz am europai­
schen UN-Sitz in Genf teilgenommen. 
Abwesend waren die Sowjet).mion und 
ihre osteuropaischen Verbundeten. Das· 
Treffen wurde . von Boykottaktionen 
mehrerer arabischer Lander wegen der 
Teilnahme Israels uberschattet. AuBer 
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HCR 

" 125 miiHards de F . CFA necessalres 
pour les refugies africalnS " 

125 milliards de FCFA 
seront necessaires pour fai­
re -race au problema des 
retug1es africains au cours 
des prochains 18 mois, a 
declare hier a Ia presse i:t 
Genave M. Dale de Haan, 
haut commissaire adjoint 
des f'llations Unies pour les 
retugies (H.C.R.) 

Le problema des refugies, 
dont devra debattre Ia con­
ference de Geneve des 9 et 
10 avril, a pris une nouvelle 
acuite avec notamment :a 
situation creee par les eve­
Dements du Tchad, a note 
M. de Haan. 

Le haut commissaire 
adjoint a souligne l'aide 
globaie aux refugies afri­
cains qui atteignent cinq 
millions, a ete estimee par 
les divers pays affectes a 
un milliard 300 millions de 
dollars pour les deux a cinq 
prochaines annees, solt qua­
tre fois et deml le budget 
prevu par le H.C.R. pour 
t981.-

M. de Haan lndique que 

131 gO'uvernements avaient 
ete invites a Ia conference 
de Geneve convoquee par 
les Nations Unies en coope 
ration avec !'Organisation 
de I'Unite Africaine et le 
H.C.R. 10 pays seront re­
presentes par le chef de 
leur diplomatie et cinq par 
leurs vice·ministres des 
Affaires etrangeres. 

Plusieurs m1ss1ons du 
H.C.R. ont ete envoyees 
dans les differentes parties 
du monde pour sensibiliser 
les gouvernements au pro· 
bleme des retugies africains 
qui representant Ia moitie 
de Ia population mondiale 
des retugies. 

Par aineurs les autorites 
nigerianes ont accueilli fa· 
vorablement mercredi a La­
gos ·Ia demarche entamee 
par le Haut Commissariat 
des Nations Unies pour les 
Refugies (UNHCR) pour eta­
blir une antenne de !'orga­
nisation internationale dans 
Ia capitale nigeriane. 

Le vice-president du Nige· 
ria, le Dr Alex Ekwueme, a 
fait connaitre Ia position du 
gouvernement federal alors 
qu'il recevait dans Ia jour­
nee une delegation de 
I'UNHCR, dirigee par M. M. 
L. Zollmer, directeur d'assis­
tance aupres de l'organis­
me des Nations Unies. Le 
Dr Ekwueme, selon un com­
munique officiel, a demands 
a cette occasion a ce que 
le Nigeria beneficia d'une 
aide materielle et financiere 
pour que le pays puisse 
falre face au probleme des 
refugies tchadlens lnstalles 
dans le nord-est de Ia fede­
ration. 

Le Nigeria a consacre a ce 

)our environ 1.500.000.000 de 
trs CFA aux refugies tcha­
cl+ens et il a recu du UNHR, 
250.000.000 de Frs. 

M. Zollener, de son cote, 
a declare que son organisa­
tion avait recense en 1980 
au Nigeria des refugies pro­
venant de dix sept pays 
differents et qu'en s'instal­
lant detinitivement a Lagos, 
les autorites nigerianes be­
neficieraient de !'assistance 
technique necessaire de 
I'UNHCR. (AFP) 
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la snuatlon des retugles en Angola esl critique 
L' in t ensifioation des 

raids menes par les for­
ces sud-africaines en 
territoire ango1ais et le 
flux croiss1ant de refugies 
namibiens do.nt plusieurs 
milliers de femmes et 
d'enfants, vont conduire 
le gouvemement de 
Luanda, deja conforme a 
de serieux problemes 
economiques, a de «nOU­
veaux sacrifices, pour ac­
croitre !'assistance a 
qutlque 73.000 refugies 
Jactuellement denombn3s 
en Angola et a plusieurs 
centaines de milliers de 
personnes depiacees. 

De plus, depuis l'inde­
pendance en 1975, l'An­
gola doit faire fiace non 
seulement a une situa­
tion de guerre civile pro­
voq_uee par ceux que le 
gou, ernement de Luan­
da :ppelle les «fant6-
che::;, de l'UNITA de Jo­
na.::; Savimbi, a une ca­
rence de personnel qu~­
lifie dans de nombreux 
secteurs de l'economie, 
mais aussi 'aux difficultes 
nees du rapatriement de 
dizaines de milliers d' An­
golais rentrant du Zaire. 

A Luanda, on estime 
que le retour des Ango­
lais du Z1ire se poursuit 
a u.n rythme de 50.000 
par an. La necessite de 
reintegrer ces arriVI(lnts 
impose, indique-t-on, une 
lourde charge supple­
mentaire a l'eco.nomie 
angolaise. Des juin 1979 
une premiere somme de 
deux millions de dollars 
18. du etre degagee ~u ti­
tre d'un programme des 
Nations Unies afin de re­
pondre aux besoins im­
medi<ats d'un premier 
groupe de 5.000 Angolais 
venant du Zaire. 

A l'occasio.n de la pro-

chaine conference de 
Geneve des 9 et 10 avril 
sur les refugiE3s en Afri­
que CICARAJ la deman­
de go u v e r nementale 
d'assistance supplemen-
1Jaire pour les rapatriea 
va se manter a des cen­
taines de millions de dol­
lars. 

En revanche le haut 
commissari'at des Na­
tions Unies pour les re­
fug~es CHCR) a realise 
une operation de rapa­
triement volontaire, des 
juin 1978, de dizaines de 
milliers de 2Jairois, apres 
la promulgation par le 
president Mobutu d'un 
decret d'amnistie a !'in­
tention des Zairois exi­
les. Au debut de 1978, le 
nombre des refugies zai­
rois depassait les 220.080. 
En jan vier demier il res­
tait seulement quelque 
18.000 Zairois en Ango.,. 
la, pour la plupart re­
groupes d~ns des campe­
ments situes dans les 
provinces orientales du 
pays nundaec et maxi­
co). 

Le montant qui sera 
soumis a l'ICARA pour 
ces refugies zairois est 
de l'ordre de 725.000 dol­
lars qui doivent couvrir 
des depenses concemant 
!'instalLation de systemes 
d'approvisionnement en 
eau et des lnfl"lastructu­
res diverses (dispensai­
res, ecoles, etc ... ) 

Dans le meme temps, 
!'<assistance du HCR aux 
Namibiens en Angola a 
du etre notablement aug. 
mente. En efiet, a partir 
de 1978 les Namibiens 
ont franchi la frontiere 
en g11and nombre. Les in­
cursions des troupes de 
!'Afrique du Sud et le 
transfert de camps de 

refugies des provinces du 
:~ud vers la region cen­
~T,ale de Kwanza. Sul, 
pour des rlaisons de se­
curite. 0_1t egalement 
amene le HCR a accroi­
tre son assistance. Selon 
les derniers chiffres offi­
ciels, les refugies nami­
biens sont 'au nombre de 
50.000. 

De plus 5.000 refugies 
sud-africains vivent a 
Luanda et dans la pro­
vince cotiere de Bengult~a 
au sud-ouest du pays. 

Quelque 10 millions de 
doUars ont deja ete al­
loues aux Namibiens et 
aux Sud-africains en An­
gola. Environ 20 millions 
de doUars seraient ac­
tuellement necessaires 
pour l'assistanc a des re­
fugies (articles de pre­
miere necessite, medica­
ments, ambu,1ances etc ... ) 
selon des estimations of­
ficielles. 

Une assistance supple­
mentaire proposee par 

l1a SW APO (Organisa­
tion du Peuple du sud­
ouest afrioain) en faveur 
des refugies namibiens 
est dest;nee a les aider a 
atteindre · un degre d'au­
tonomie plus grand et a 
repondre •aux besoins im­
mediats des nouveaux 
venus dont le nombre va 
d1ans les prochaines se­
maines nettement 'aug­
menter, apres l'echec de 
la recente conference sur 
la Namibie. 

Le gouvernement ~an­

golais a egalement pro­
pose !'octroi, d'une nou­
velle aide aux refugies 
sud-afrioains qui, selon 
1es autorites, arrivent 
frequemment en Angola. 

Malgre toutes les me­
sures prises par le HCR 
et d'<autres organisations 
la situation des refugies 
en Angola reste crit;que. 
En 1980 le HCR a depen­
se environ 4,8 millions 
de dollars en Angola. 

(AFPJ 
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I>eEnain a <ieneve 

De l'aide au:x refugies 
Une conference interna­

tionale sur les refug:es se 
tiendra demain et vendre­
di a Geneve; elle •2'Ssaiera 
rfobt.enir des pays dona­
teurs habituels une contri­
bution de 1 300 millions 
de dollars (325 milliards 
F CFA) a repartir sur cinq 
~ns en aide immediate et 
'!n assistance a plus long 
t.erme. 

lJn refugie · sur deux 
dans le .11onde est aujour­
r.l'hui afric·ain. 

A.u ;nombre de 750 000 i/ 
v a dix ans, les •exiles afri­
cains contraints de quit­
ter leur terre nata/e sont 
aujourd''hui au nombre de 
cinq millions. 

Le budget 1981 du Haut­
Commissariat de /'ONU 
pour les refugies ( HCR) a 
c:IO etre revise en hausse, 
car il se revelait pres de 
cinq fois i'nferieur aux 
credits estimes neces­
!iaires. ne s12rait-ce que 
oour couvrir les besoins 
de Ia Soma/i.e qui, a elle 
seu!e, abrite un million 

At demi de refugies venus 
d'Ethiopie. 

Dans un onomi.er temps, 
i·a conference, cc-nvoquee 
a /'initiative des Nations 
Unies avec Ia cooper·ation 
du HCR ct de /'Organisa­
tion de /'Unita Africaine, 
qui a r.ecense les beso:11s 
des pays d'Asile, tentera 
d<'! reunir 550 millions de 
dol/·ars nour ur.•e aide. d'ur­
gence aux refugies, afin 
de couvrir /.es 18 mois a 
venir. 

Les taches d'assistance 
a /'Afriaue sont de multi­
ple natur•e, allant du rapa­
triement des refugies aux 
proj.ets d'assistoance ali­
menta ire. d'auto-suff1san­
ce et d'infrastructure. 

La conferenoe de Ge­
neve, a 13quelle ont ete in­
Vites 131 oouve1l:ements, 
a pour mandat. outre Ia 
col/ecte dA fonds et J',~n­
narement financier a plus 
IOI'ltl ter:11e des pavs con­
tributeurs de sensibi/iser 
l'op'nion mC'ldi'lle au pro­
bleme des n§fugies afri-

cains. 
Plusieurs missions du 

HCR ont parcouru /e man­
de pour attirer /'attention 
sur /'avenir des refugies 
africains, avec un succes 
i n<iga I. 

C'est ainsi qu.e les Etats­
Un's, selon le HCR, conti­
nuent de temoigner un in­
teret « tres actif » pour 
ce probleme, alors que 
iusqu'a present aucun 
pays du bloc socialist.?. n'a 
indique s'i/ prendr·ait part 
a Ia confer.ence de Geneve. 

(AFP) 
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Rapport du HCR sur les refugies en Afrique 
La conference sur !'aide 

aux retugies en Afrique 
s'ouvre aujourd'hui a Ge­
neve, •?.n Suisse. A Ia veille 
de cett.e reunion interna­
tionale, le Haut Commis­
sariat des Nations Unies 
pour les Refugies ( HCR) 

a publie hier des statis­
tiques sur k= nombre de 
refugies .en Afrique. Selctl 
ces statistiques, Ia Soma­
lie compte 1.540.000 refu­
gies sur les quelques cinq 
millions recenses dans 
!',ensemble de !'Afrique. 

Ces refugies ionstalles 
dans une trentainoe de 
camps viennent tous 
d'Ethiopie, a Ia suite du 
conflit de I'Ogaden. lis 
sont d'origine somalien­
ne a 60 pour C.?nt et d'ori.­
ne Oromo a 40 pour 
cent. 

Le Soudan lui-meme 
compte 490.000 refugies 
dont 390.000 viennent 
aussi d'Ethiopie, le rest.e 

ayant fui I'Ouganda, le 
Tchad .et le Za'lre. 

Le H.C.R. avait mis sur 
pied un programme d'·as­
sistance d'un montant de 
10.450.000.000 de F CFA 
pour 1981, afin d'aider lc~s 
refugies des ca.11ps soma­
liens estimes initialement 
a 900.000. L'arrive.e conti­
nue de nouveaux refugies a 
contraint 1.~ H.C.R. a revi­
s.er son budget en hausse 
et a prevoir 8.270.000 
dollars additionnels p8ur 
unoe assistance im;11ediate. 

On denombre d'·autre 
part 400.000 refugies au 
Za'!re, dont 215.000 vien­
n,;nt d'Angola, le 1·este s::; 
repartissant ent,·e refugies 

LA NOUVELLE MARCHE 13.4.81 

Fin de Ia conference sur 
les refugies en Afrique 

La conference interna· 
tionale d'assistance aux re­
fugies en Afrique a pris fin 
vendredi a Geneve. En clo­
turant Ia reunion, M. Kurt 
Waldheim, secretaire gene­
ral de I'ONU a declare que 
560 millions de dollars (140 
millards de FCFA) avaient 
ete recueillis pour leur ve­
nir en aide. M. Waldheim a 
reparti ainsi les differentes 
aides, 66,9 millions de dol­
lars (16 milliards de F CFA) 
reviendraient aux program­
mes de I'ONU et du comite 
international de Ia Croix 
Roug.e, 41,1 millions (10 
milliards FCFA) seraient 

des indications d'assistance 
bilaterales tandis que 451,9 
minions resteraient encore 
a repartir. Les pays africains 
ont souhaite que ces 451 
millions de dollars passent 
de preference par l'interme­
diaire de I'OUA. 

Parmi les plus importan­
tes contributions .annonces, 
figure en pr.emier celle des 
Etats-Unis (285 millions de 
dollars sur deux ans), celle 
du Japon (33 millions), de 
Ia RFA (34 millior1s), de 
I'Arabie Saoudite WO mil· 
lions), de Ia Comm.unaute 
Europeenne (68 millions). 

du Burundi, du Rwanda et 
de I'Ouganda. 

L'Atflux doe Tchadiens 
au Cameroun a porte Ia 
population refugiee dans 
ce pays a 266.000 et l'on 
en recenso3 110.000 ·au Ni­
geria. Le Burundi compte 
lui-meme 235 390 refugies 
essentiell."ment du Rwa•n­
da. La conference sur k:'s 
r·efugies africains, organi­
see par les ~lations Uni.es en 
collaboratic:,, avec l'org·a­
nisation C::e !'Unite Afri­
caine ,;t le H .C.R. devra se 
prononcer sur un budget 
d'assistance de l'ordre de 
1 milliard 300 millions de 
doi!ars les cinq prochaines 
annees. 

Le H.C.R. estime a 550 
millions de dollars les 
fonds necessaires pour les 
prcchains 18 mois. La­
« Corne de !'Afrique », 
co.11me en temoign,;nt les 
statis~iques du H.C-.R. de­
vrait recevoir Ia priorite 
dr 1:s cette aide humani­
taire a court terme. (AFP) 



Geneva meet to weigh human 
tragedy in Africa 

GENEVA, Switzerland (AP) -
For two days late next week, 
high-level delegations 
representing perhaps 100 coun­
tries will convene at an immen­
se, marble-pillared assembly 
hall here to address the human 
tragedy in Africa. 

UN-sponsored conference will deal with 5 million persons 

who have sought escape from famine or war or natural calamity 

Subject of the proceedings 
will be five million persons 
who have sought refuge from 
famine or war or natural 
calamity. Their numbers 
represent a fivefold increase 
sinet> 1975. 

The United Nations high 
commissioner for refugees, 
which is sponsoring the Gene­
va conference with the organ­
ization for African unity, 

figures that as many as half 
of the world's refugees 
are in Africa. 

"The situation continues 
to deteriorate and help is 
needed urgently", said Dale 
De Haan, a ranking UNHCR 
official. 

The ministerial-level confer­
ence -- which opens April 9, 
and is certain to evoke the 
meeting in July 1979 at which 
190 million dollars was raised 
for Indochinese boat people -­
is intended to encourage and 

The :Jaily American, Rome 4.4.81 

YCKOPO ICOHMPEHURJA YH 3A 
OOMO'Ii A•PH11KHM H3BJErJIHU:AMA 

Ha)la 1a neT MHJinoua 
JbY)lH 

EiEOrPA,Q, 3. AnPHilA - HM8 MX neT MIIIIMOH8, Be­
tiMHOM )1(8H8 M llje~e, 'f8CTO 6onecHMX M M3rii8,Qtt.enMX. 
A41PtM<e tta6jernMll8 'IMHe .lliHeC nonoBMHY YKYfiHOr 6po­
ja Ma6jer11Mlll y CBMjeTy. 

OrpoMHO noeehattoe HtMXoaor 6poja O.ll 1975. ro.QM­
H8 .QO .Q8H8C M MayaeTHO T8)I(8M nono)l(8j y KOM8 C:e Han&-
38 ·110Kp8ttynM cy HM3 &KllMja YH 38 noM01'1 yrpo)I(8HMM8. 
Ca OBMM UMIIteM Q,QPJK81'Ie ce y >KetteBM o,q 9-10. lnPM­
na tf' • 'Mtpo.IIH8 K~HllMja 0 noM01'1M Ma6jerRMlli­
M8 l JJ),MllM M TO 1'18 6MTM npaM B811MKM CBj8rCKM KY" 
OB8 apcre. 

KOHcl>ep&HUMjl je CB3B8H8 PeaonyuMjoM reHepanHe 
CKY"WTMHe YH M3 npowne ro.QMHe, a ttoeHM Henocpe.QHM 
UMIIoiBM cy, KaKO je o6j&CHMO reHepanHM CBKpeT8p YH 
Kypr BaqxajM, Clb8.Q81'1M: .Ill CB ycMjepM niDKttt8 CBjeT­
CK8 jaBHOCTM Ha 118Ttto8 M n0Tpe6e Ma6jernMlll Y ~PMllM, 
.Ill Mo61111Mwe .llO.IleTHe pecypce 38 nporpaMe npyM<att.a 
nOM01'1M M .Ill nOMorHe 38MIIo8Mii KOje npyM<&jy JTO'IMWT8 
Ma6jeriiM!liMI " oja'la HoMXOBJ cnoco6HOCT .Ill pMjewe 
TeWK01'1e ca KOjMM£~ ce cy0'18Bejy no OBOM nMT&Hoy. 

Oslob.;"Jjenj<:?, Yt;goslavia 

accept pledges for millions of 
dollars for African refugee rel­
ief, and for development prog­
rams in countries of asylum. 

Governments of 30 African 
countries have sumbitted re­
quests amounting to $494.5 
million in aid to refugees, and 
$85.9 million in aid to repa­
triazed refugees. 
In addition, they are soli­

citing $312.7 million for 
"infrastructure support projec­
ts", to help asylum countries 
absorb the refugee influx. 

The development proposals 
range from $41.1 million for 
roads in Somalia, which shel­
ters more than one quarter 
of the continent's refugees, to 
$160,000 for a primary school 
classroom in Kenya, which has 
3,000 refugees. 
Counting $260.8 million sou­

ght for projects previously 
approved by U.N. agencies, the 
total assistance package 
before the conference on 
African refugees exceeds $1.15 
billion. 

The needs ·are 'considerable'. 
states a lengthy conference 
document outlining the sepa­
rate request for aid, "but it 
is beyond doubt that the 
countries of Africa deserve 
assistance to permit them to 
continue their traditionally 
generous and sympathetic atti­
tudes toward refugees". 

Nevertheless, the goal of 
$1.15 is widely held to be 
unlik~ly. 

"Forget that at the confer­
ence", said one UNHCR 
source. "That figure is 
destined for the waste bin 
of history". 

A more probably target is for 
ab<?ut $450 million, which 
would be devoted to urgent 
refugee requirements over a 
period of two years. That sum 
would include the $260.8 
million needed for the alrea­
dy ~lanned projects. 

Such an outcome, the UN­
HCR source said, would 
represent "an enromous 
success". 

Conference organizers 
conceded conditions exist for 
potential conflict, in that 
funds are being solicited during 
a period of general economic 
sluggishness and belt­
tightening. 

De Haan, deputy U.N. high 
commissioner for refugees, 
sai :l that potential donar 
countries, in answering conf­
erence unvitations, have in­
dicated that their capacity for 
contributions is not unlimited. 



KRISTELIGT DAGBLAD, Denmark 

10.4.81 

Flere penge 
til Afrikas 
Oygtninge 
Lf'fte fra Kjeld Olesen ventes 

Udenrigsminister Kjeld 
Olesen ventes at give.l-fte 
om ekstra dansk bj1lp til 
Afrikas fem millioner 
flygtninge, oar han i dag 
holder det danske indheg 
pa en international konfe­
rence om kontinentets 
voksende flygtningeprob­
lem i Geneve i Scbweiz. 

Afrikas flygtningeplagede 
nationer m!')der frem med en 
Si'nskeliste i milliardklassen 
for at kunne opsuge de 
mange nye tusinder og give 
dem en menneskevrerdig til­
vrerelse i deres nye Iande. 

Danmarks bidrag til FN s 
bl"jkommissariat for flygt­
ninge UNHCR, med Poul 
Hartling i spidsen, nAede 
sidste Ar op pA totalt 45 mill. 
kr. 15 af dem gik til 
UNHCRs generelle pro­
grammer, de resterende 30 
til ekstraordinrere indsatser 
rundt om i verden, bvor der i 
dag er over ti millioner 
flygtninge eller fordrevne. 

Afrikas flygtninge bar 
lrenge vreret forfordeJt i for-

hold til mennesker i tilsva­
rende situationer andre ste­
der i verden. 

Katastrofen i Kampuchea, 
bvor millioner var udsat for 
bungerd!')dens trussel og de 
vietnamesiske bAdflygtnin­
ges tragedie opfangede bro­
derparten af UNHCRs ind­
sats. 

For Danmarks vedkom­
mende bar pengestrl"mmen 
vreret mere ligeligt fordelt. 
Af de 30 mill. kr. til ekstra­
ordinrere indsatser sidste Ar, 
gik de 14 til Afrika. AltsA 
nre'sten balvdelen. 

I ftr startede Danmark 
med allerede i januar at give 
ti mill. kr. ekstra til UNHCR 
med det sigte, at langt stl"r­
steparten af pengene skulle 
gA til Afrika. OgsA de fleste 
af de 7,4 mill. kr., som i Ar 
er afsat til uddannelsespro­
grammer for flygtninge, ven­
tes at gft til Afrika. Derudo­
ver stSi'tter vii 1981 UNHCR 
med 16,5 mill. kr. til organi­
sationens generelle flygtnin­
geindsats. 

Pengene og viljen i rege­
ringen til at gl"re mere for · 

9.4.81 

To milliarder 
til Afrikas 
fern millioner 
flygtninge 
Opsigtswekkende start pa m¢derunde i 
Geneve 

GENEVE, torsdag 
(KD-medarbejder): Over 
to milliarder kroner pa to 
timer. Eller 400 kroner til 
hver af Mrikas fem milli­
oner flygtninge. 

Det var den opsigtsvrek­
kende start torsdag pA en tre 
dage lang ml"derunde i Ge­
neve i Schweiz, bvor reprre­
sentanter for 94 Iande drl"f­
ter akut hjrelp til Afrikas 
voksende flygtningeskare. 

En af de danske topme­
darbejdere i FNs Hl"jkom­
missariat for Flygtninge, 
UNHCR, SSi'ren Jessen Pe­
tersen, siger til KD, at kon­
ferencens mAl om 450 milli­
oner dollars (3 milliarder 
kroner) i Afrika-hjrelp i Ar og 
nreste Ar >>i hvert fald nAs<<. 

- Vi fAr endda mere til 
flygtningearbejdet end det 
bel0b, siger den 36-Arige S~i'­
ren Jessen Petersen, der dog 
understreger, at verdens tra­
ditionelt st0rste givernation, 
USA og endnu en af svrer­
vregterne, Holland, lagde ud 

pA konferencen. De gav 
henholdsvis 1 ,9 milliarder 
kroner og 63,6 millioner 
kroner. 

Udenrigsminister Kjeld 
Olesen tog trAden op og lo­
vede 60 millioner kroner ek­
stra til Afrikas flygtninge 
over to Ar fra Danmark. I 
1980 gav vi totalt 60 milli­
oner kroner til flygtningep­
rogrammer i Afrika. Med de 
ekstra penge i 1981 og 1982 
fAr Afrikas ulykkelige for­
drevne ikke under 80 milli­
oner fra Danmark i Ar og 
na:ste Ar, oplyser informe­
rede kilder. 

Nigeria bidrog til den op­
timistiske stemning pA kon­
ferencen, der er arrangeret 
af Poul Hartlings organisa­
tion UNHCR, ved at love 20 
millioner kroner til flygtnin­
gene. 

Pengene er i modsretning 
til f.eks. det amerikanske 
krempebel0b 0remrerket di­
rekte til UNHCR, Det er 
dermed dot st0rste enkeltbi­
drag fra en afrikansk nation 
til UNHCR nogensinde. 

S0e 
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