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“I believe that the active participation and commitment of the international community will
lead to the sensitization of international public opinion on African refugees and problems
faced by them and their countries of asylum... the world is watching us.”

Dr. Siaka Stevens, President, Republic of Sierra Leone, and Chairman of the Organisation of
African Unity.

“The magnitude of the refugee problem in Africa has clearly been brought to the attention
of world opinion as a result of this conference... The press has a crucial role to play in
generating action to relieve the terrible plight of the African refugees, and in fostering
continuing international solidarity on this question. This is a task of the utmost importance.”
Mr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General of the United Nations.

“La tache reste immense et nous n’en avons pas encore exploré tous les contours. Les
journalistes de la presse internationale qui ont récemment visité les réfugiés africains et
les pays d’accueil s'en sont bien rendu compte... La plupart des cing millions des réfugiés
africains vivent surtout dans les pays les plus pauvres.”

Mr. Edem Kodjo, Secrétaire Général de 'Organisation de I'Unité Africaine.

“The international community has invested in a network of effort that has been gaining

a promising momentum... In bringing short and longer term solutions to refugee problems
time is a most precious factor... We are all here to join forces to focus world attention,

to mobilize resources.”

Mr. Poul Hartling, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
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REFUGEES “African countrier have not dramamed the lawe ar much ar other couninies. Theve're mn .
ruch high himan dramas i the ‘Boai Prople” — only the lonely mother snd child who peruh unieen,

unknown, wnmourned

Sad state of Africa’s
refugees

THE Iuhun of Afri-
can re p:u today is lar-
ger than the national
pu’pulllm of a dozen

ncan states. Th: conti-
nent has become the land
of displaced persons. Of
the estimated 10 million
refugees in the world, five
milhion are in Africa, and
the number is increasing

rapidly.

In 1967, Alrcan povernments
convened & conderence o
Addis Ababs on Alricen re
fugees and resolved 1o find 2
“permaneni solgtion™ o ihe
problem. Al that bme there
were only 430,000 refugees in
fhe entite continent. Thres year
ago, & second special confenenee
was hebd i Arusha on the re-
s ohlem. At that (I wai
noder) ne number of refugees
had visen ta three million: Singe
then, the number of Alvican
relugees has beon swelling by

By ODHIAMBO OKITE

abowl X000 persons on the
average cach year
Fenally | the intermationsl com
ity ook notoe of this ma
humans tragedy, In Novem
lasi year, the UN G:ucfll
Amembly called on the Scoret-
ary Uieneral to convene an Inter-
mational Conference on Axsisi-
anee 1o Refugees in Adfrica
(LCARS) 10 foces world
public attehion on the pisght of
Alrican relugees and io mobilise
aiblitionsl resowrces for refupes
ro';rim in Africa. That con-
i in iy secomd day in

Tneva todey
5ol
Political

Dieypeie 13 enormous pn:ppm
Lons, the Afncan refugee i{'
lem has mot sitrscted sufficient
intemational stention Ths o
lurgely because of s ¢ '
nature, for Afncan refugees nit
only ran @way [rom
fepresiton, tacial oppresion,

awil relipious persecution
muﬂm they ades

A UNITED Nations
Assistance o

Uonfereace on

mm
to Refugees in Alrics (LC.AR.AL) opesed In

yesterday.
1t is designed (o focus world stiention oo the plight of
MMME“MMH

Alrics. eLAmines

Geneva

situntion

Kenys mnd the neighbouring countries,

pecause of starvation, oaturdl
dnmters and other purely ooo-
mormse and patural problenn

The other reason for the lsck
ol intermational information on
the Alican refuges problem s
ihal African countries have ot
dramaticed ihe nsue = much W
han been done n othel pomt
nents. There are mo wach high
human drumas i Afiics comps
rable 10 the “Host People™ of
Vietnam, ooly the lonely muther
and child who persh in the
dosert sand. unseen. unknown,
wrmanerned

By keeping thetr bordern
Alrican

o in-caming re
guvermminis mt:g;m; 4 Vi
¢ly of international comventons

and responding with humanits
rlan geoerosity to the phght of
thett lallow human hn"fl T
of whom are fec o iheis

lives, and :nuu ull:L:n

the clothes on ﬂtﬂrhxj
of the countrics ol my-
lum = Afrca belong o lhl.'

trics, keast able to cope with the
sudden nfluy of large numbers
ol refugees. The relupees de-

mand exactly whal the countrcs
of mylum do ol have: food,
clothing, shelter, medical care,
cducational opportunitics for the
childsen, productive cmploy-
ment for the family's bread-
wimner, and other baser needh of
late

They aha demand 8 fevel of
sdmimstiative rpsosaton and

tries can hardly scoord their own
people
The Hom of Africa, which the

comples combination of the
cxumes of humas displacement in
Alnca
The central isvue of the Homn
of Afrcs s that the Somuli
Republic doss pot recognise iy
exiasting national borders, claim-
m.mnlmdmmmmhluf
in Ethiopin, Kenys sad

and are bein which 1|
Eﬂl'l'IIH_ tﬁc will one
ay bring all its nalionaly
o one Etl umbrells

of thal country's 1otal

ton, The 43, in
Djibouti constiute 12 per cent
af thut coumny's i

For Somalin the situstion ba
lances on the edge of 8 cates
wophe. Development pr
have been neglecicd m Isvour of

Overcrowded clmpi pon

thieann of cpdemo o

natsonsl scabe  Imiolerabic It

imasde are placed oo the tram-

uem, Boagre weler re-
the alresdy

ol oo m

i

U:ndnu relugees in the
Sudan present a renl, Even
o, piuurt Tlnnrﬂndu..m
o eacape the terrorism of
Amin's regime, which victimised
Ohaie’s inbesmen 'Ehu "

u::rl- h-rk:.p-n+

Sudu.ndiﬂ

The larmiands of norbern
Ugands went back 1o bash dur-

E‘

i

‘for their hives Cotrupt and
prejuticed officials plundered
Obote sppean 1o
have only s thaky prasp oe the

uiptmrugnrd.l.
::Eprulﬂdﬂuﬂd
bility continue. It will take yesrs
of hard work, and milhions of
uhillings (which s ni avadlahie |
andd & W1 for natiooal re-
coscilistion (which has not yet
been figured out) lor northem
Ugands 10 become [liveable
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For Refugees, Hospitality Is Not Enough

By POUL HARTLING

Half the entire world’s refugees today are
on one-continent, Africa. These 5 million
people. have crossed parched deserts and
tangled forests in search of the basics of a
secure life. They live under the most diffi-
cult cireumstances in crowded camps where
they are still in dire need of most of the es-
sentials of life: adequate food, water, cloth-
ing and shelter. They remain vulnerable to
the.ravages of disease and the vagaries of
weather. Their tragedy is a stark indictment
of dviolent world.

. ‘The fact that the refugees exist at all to
make a claim on our consciences is a tribute
to the generosity of the Airican govern
mentsthat have granted them asylum. Afri-

.can nations have consistently opened their
doors and their hearts to refugees streaming
a s their borders. It is remarkable that
A sca has virtually no recorded instance of
refoulement—the forcible deportation of a
refugee to the country where he fears per-
secution.

But hospitality alone is not enough, espe-
cially when host countries face their own
development problems. Africa’s refugees
urgently need augmented aid from the in-
ternational community —aid, not handouts.

There are essentially three permanent
solutions to a refugee problem, and indefi-
nite subsistence on international charity is
not one of them. Ideally, those who work
with refugees hope to see them return home
in a-program of voluntary repatriation. 1
stress the word “voluntary”—no refugee
should be abliged to return to a country he
once fled unless he wishes to go home of his
own frée will. This basic humanitarian prin-
ciple is the policy of the United Nations.

‘When repatriation is not feasible, refu-
gees can be integrated into the host country
where they can lead productive lives. This

worked weil in Africa aiready. Refugee
settlements in Tanzania and Sudan have
achieved the socioeconomic integration of
large numbers of exiles, many of whom are
now entirely self-sufficient. The objective,
of course, is that they should cease to be re-
fugees, and enjoy fully the rights and duties
of citizens. In a moving realization of this

goal, Tanzania recently naturalized some-

35,000 Rwandan refugees.

It is only when voluntary repatriation is
impossible and local integration impractica-
ble that the third durable solution is consid-
ered: resettlement -in other countries.
Africans have rarely resorted to this ap-
proach. African refugees have, by and large,

found African solutions to their problems.
_ This is not always easy. Massive influxes
of refugees place severe strains on already
overextended economies. The task of coping
with the refugee load often diverts essential
resources and skills from the host country’s
own development efforts.

The pressing needs of both the refugees
and the host countries will be placed on the
agenda of the world’s conscience at a major
conference in Geneva commencing today.
The objectives of this conference are to
focus public attention on the condition of
refugees in Africa, to mobilize additional
resources for refugee programs in Africa.
and to help countries of asylum carry the

extra weight placed on their resources.

Aid to African refugees need riot be an
open-ended propasition. In'Mozambique and
Zimbabwe, in Algeria and;Uganda, yester-
day’'s exiles are today’'s free citizens and
leaders, playing a ‘vital role in building the
future of Africa.

In the past, international support insured
that yesterday’s refugees would not become
today’s refugees. The world’s continued
help will insure that todady’s refugees are
not refugees tomorrow.

Poul Hartling, prime minister of Denmark
from 1973 to 1975, is the United Nations' high
commissioner for refugees.

Afrikas tragedie — gammel mand holder sit dpende barnebarn
i en flygtningelejr i Somalia
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"Le Soleil"

REFUGIES AFRICAINS

Appel a ’aide internationale

Les sieges réservés aux deé-
leégations d'Algérie. d Arabie
Saoudite, de Bahrein. d'lrak et
du Koweit sont restés vides
tandis que M. Siaka Stevens,
presidentdu Sierra Leone etde
| Organisation de |'Unité afri-
caine (OUA) langait un appel
pourquecessenties querelies.

Peu avant I'ouvérture de la
contérence, M Joei Barromi,
représentant d'lsraei. a dé-
claré A la presse qu en aucun
Cas, il ne se retirera:t st on ui
en faisait la demande

H a explique qu'lsraé!
contribuait au Fonds des Na-
tions Unies pour ies réfugiés.

Certaines déiégations ara-
bes. et notamment (a Syrie, au-
raiant demandé que, si Israél
assistait & la conférence. son
déléguénesoitpas autoriséay
prendre ia parole.

M. Stevens, seul chef d'Etat
participant 3 la conférence. a
déclaré que celle-ciconstituait
un «S5.0.5.~ lancé par ¢cinq mil-
tions d'Africains vivant misé-
rablement dans des camps de
rétugiés situés dans des pays
parfois trop pauvres pour
nourrir leurs propres ressor-
tissants.

I a souligné que plus de la
moitié des refugiés de par le
monde étaient africains et que

leur concentration dans qes
camps présentait de grands
risques sanitaires.

Enouvrantiaconférence M.
Waldheim a indiqué que le
nombre de réfugiés en Atrique
avait considérablement
augmenté depuis 1970, épo-
que a laquelle ils #étaient
750.000.

Les Nations Unies espérent
obtenir 325 milliards FCFA
pour accorder une aide immé-
diate aux réfugiés et, & plus
long terme, assurer leur raph-
triement ou leur intégration
dans le pays héte.

Mme Jeanne Kirkpatrick,
ambassadeur américain aux
Nations Unies, a annoncé que,
sous réserve d'approbation du
congrés, son pays accorderait
une aide de 285 millions de
dollars aux réfugiés africains,
cette année et I'an prochain.

M. ° Christoph Van Der
Klaauw, ministre néeriandais
des Affaires étrangéres, a
promis que son pays verserait
une contribution de 3.5 mil-
lions de doliars et il a indiqué
que la communauté euro-
péenneaccorderaitégalement
une aide.

M. Aihadj Ali Baba, ministre
nigérian des Affiaires extérieu-
res, a annonce pour - part

que la contribution de son
pays d éleverait a trois millions
de doilars.

M Waldheim a souligné les
trois aspects du probléme des
réfugiés - Primo, certains pays
d'asile ont besoin d'une assis-
tance pour intégrer les réfu-
giés. Secundo, certains pays
d'origine requidrent une aide
pour faciliter le-.rapatriement
volontaire qes réfugiés et leur
réinstaliation. Tertio, lorsque
ni intégration ni rapatriement
ne sont possibles, il fautinstai-
ler des camps pour permettre
aux réfugiés de survivre et leur
assurer ensuite des conditions
de vie adéquates.

Plusieurs pays dont la Fran-
ce, le Royaume Uni, les Pays-
Bas, ont déjd annoncé les
contributions d'Urgence qu'ils
fourniront & 'appel des Na-
tions Unies. Celles-ci ont de-
mandé 500 milfions de doliars
pour les 18 prochains mois
Ces aides sont d'autant plus
difficiles 4 comptabiliserqu'ei- .
les s ajoutent aux aides bilate-
rales, trds importantes dans le
cas de ia France, ou aux
contributtons fournies par e
biais de la communauté euro-
péenne.

MONDE
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LAHKO BI JIM, MORAMO JIM,
POMAGATI...
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«Ofroct so sedeii ns fleh. fosno shupaj in videl j& BO0, RO 08 50 skusajo
ogreti pod strahoino wrolmd soviainegs sonca Sedi o v dolgih, strad
nih wrstah »n Cakajo na beden obfok neckusne Late N wridanja
nobenega prenvania kol ¢ navada pn atrocih Calo Hokapo e

Pogobing e ludi v majhmem Dfibutiju, kjer je 12 odstotkoy celotrega
prebiwvalatva begunskega Tako tu kot v Somaliji m Sodanu, kjor jo pol
milijona ubeinikow begunci groze, da bodo paralinirall gospOdarstvo
dedel Mad laénimi, eérpanime, prestradenim| je najved, kot po neknki-
nem sirahotnem nenagisanem pravilu. fensk m olrok - od 60 do B
odsiolkow

Maprel |0 @ na Afri-
fhem rogu - dva mill
jona od petih V So
miadiji, Wjor j@ rapvedja
begunska SRUPNOST ha
svelu, o vaak Colrh
prebivalec - Degurwe
Za primarave navod)
mo., da e 1o teko, Kol
fe b se Jugosievija
hoenkral  soofila o
probilemom, kKako po

» magali petim  milljo
— 1 R _— . " i nem Bolnih ieErpandh
S0 1ako s bKi, da ne moarg)o propodiil mub, K8 jim useae na obraz ummitejolih  brezdom
Maltijo ..« Takih pretres|ivih prdevan) kot 5o te arbljive besede Leona "

Ravite, vodie infarmach pn Visokam komisarialu za begunos ¥ Zenev,
ki jo pred mesecemn obiakal bogurnka taboridda v nekalerih alrigkih
driavah, & nidkaliko Vsak begunec nonl v sebl svojo tragidng usodao,
v pa strghotng agonijo path milljonoy ud' polovice begunske skup-
nostl ne svelu

Za mnoge pmpd njih @ amet, Lo pride. 3amo olgilanie V' upanaju na
boljis vijenje 40 e Talokih na luje Dbelniks e spreielo 26 afniskih
drisy n yvedine Limed njih jim @ lahko gostoljubno nudila r3ol| prazno 2

mizo — sa) ludi Tase velkial nimao dovol] Pogosto begling 2akajo na Fonekod. Wako kot « begunakin taborddih v Somalijl, o odstolok S
Bolli jutn v tabon&dih.pa ludl kar na prosiem valjl, kagli vedirna tantov in mok ad wada v domaving, v bo)|
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feajtiupe e tarm wjer of@ w0 wOmE N
3uda podal rowe ¥ wwnger mrhva-
e plaa
Afrska najman farvila in naipods-
snele arvijaods &8 fmed vael
celin, Afrika K| 38 soola 2 nepre-
moatljivimi oanewnimi in drukba-
rimi tedavam | vendacs najbaol)
gostoljubna Bprejme siehamaga
bagunca i My ponudl vee kas
ima — Sefudi j@ 0 samo nesmeh
Neirpodbitng depivo @ namred
da je 2mmet! M rajrevnepith drias
ad SvEiu e 30 alrdaih in 69 od-
| wiothow  Alndanoy lelnd  rasiud
manj kot 115 gotarpey
Zivolatjenie po labonddih v niha-
mjul med BivljsnjEm insmiijo seve
da mi redltay. Cm j» vojn konec, se
mnogl vintajo domopy - kol na
primer lan| ¥ ocswobopnl Zim
batwve
Co nl gruge miites, 58 begunc
pogosionial - Erkowng, signéng
in eyltyrmg qelo Dlury naeoaa ki jih
& sprepel - kratkomaio vifudijo v
nowo okaljs kol la-le drudina »
Ifqﬂ-.l

In v nam, spopadom m wdedl konca. ne relitve kadjb poposto — kot e v
Somalij in Elopi - med sebo) vojskujodi te notejo sesli 1a poga|alsko
mido ir & shupner modmi aal reddey. Jato lud) Degustve na Cin)
ool o yn il waEt koncs - lako da Meviio drday, kjar j@ bBeguncey
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foute ja ville de N Djamdna quia n';énlyd .

lls sont cent mille 4 avoir fui la guerre civile
tchadienne. Aujourd’hui, ils retournent « chez eux ».
Pour quelques heures seulement.

Une journée comme
les autres a Kousseéri

de notre envoyéd spécial au Cameroun, Carlos Moore

L'air chaud et sec nous brile les
narines, Aucun signe de vie dans
ceite savane ncroyvablement deénu-
dée. Hormis les guelques singes gue
nous apercevons au loin de temps en
temps. Ou ces villages minuscules
d'unc dizaine d'habitants que nous
traversons tous les 60 Kilométres,
Villages famtbmes T On le croirail,
netaient les mains qui s'agitent sur
notre passage, Desolant et désolé ce

Nord-Cameroun en salson  seche
Heévner-mai) €t en cetie annde de
secheresse

o £ln v e - = ANNONCE VICLOTIEUSE-
ment  le chauffeur aprés quatre
heures d'une pisie poussitreuse ct
cahotante qui, dans une Land Rover
du Haut commissaral des Nations
unies pour les réfugiés { HCR), nows a
amenés de Maroua (centre du
Cameroun), Cest done ¢a Koussérn 7

Nous entrons lentement, longeant
des  mawons en banco (scul lo
quartier » bourgeois » est en dur)
Jusgu'au mois de mars 1980, la ville
ne comptait pas plus de 12 D00 hab-
tants. Depuis, la population est
passée & 115000, Notre véhicule
ronle sur du sable fin, poussiéreux
 Quoarid les  plutes tomberant i
moiy de mmai-fuin, tout ceci deviendra
wrr immense hourhier o, m'expligue
Pierre Von Gunten, le Soisse de
Moans gui est chargd des pro-
grammes du HOR o Koussén. Pour
I'instant, nous avons droit & de
violentes ralales d'air chaud et 4 des
tourbillons aveuglants de poussidre
souleveés par Mharmattan gui soulfle
du désert tchadien.

A bord de pirogues

Nous voicl juste oo face e
NThamenn. On distingue bien o
mosquce. la cathedrale. des masons
en ruines, La capitale tchadienne est
i 200 métres seulement, de lautre
cotd du conflugnet du Logone et du
Chart. Er ces réfugiés, ol sont-ils
donc "u On | ova "o Jemattendnis i

"lmux:r des gens 4 la mune sinistre,

“esl dans un eclat de rire général

wue des centinnés denfants aux veux
F‘hn!i.l nts de vie nous accueillent. lls
snous encerclent dés que nous descen-

dons de voiture et nous tendent leurs
petites mains. Lesadulies ne sont pas
moins chaleureux. lls parient {acile-
ment. « Enmars de lannde dernidre,
yuand les combats ont commencd,
exphgue Abbeva Abdeljelid, 36 ans,
ancien météorologiste de I' ASECNA
de N'Djamena, nous avons ful por
milliers & bord de pirogues, » Beau-
coup avaient déjia des parcmis de
Fautre coté du Logone-Chari. Les
moins chanceux ont di coucher a la
belle étoile

i Les autorieés camerounalses onl
frés vite did faire ereuser dey puity,
approvisicaner les réfugics en eau
pagable en  pleine  salson  séche,
consiruire dex ahriy, acheminer des
vivres et des médicaments », expli-
que Von Gunien. Mais, bientdi
débordees, elley se sonl adressées au
HOR. Les opérations de secours ont
début en avril 1980 avee Menvon de
| 175 teptes et de 170 tonnes de
vivres. « Enrre avril 1 décembre
1980, le pior a dépense 6.5 millions
de dollars dany ses programnces de

JEUNE AFRIQUE - N° 1066
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secours aux réfugiés tchadiens »,
précise Damaso Feci, un [talien de
42 ans, délégué du HCR au Came-
roun. Et.pour 19817 « Plus du
double », précise-t-il. En effet, puis-
que les programmes prévoient
13,15 millions de dollars. De leur
coté, les autorités du Cameroun ont
soumis aux donateurs internatio-
naux un budget de 64 millions de
dollars correspondant a onze projets
pour les réfugiés non tchadiens (le
Cameroun compte aussi 15 000 ré-
fugiés équato-guinéens, 18 000 cen-
trafricains et 70 namibiens).

Que fait-on de cet argent a
Kousséri 7 Von Gunten cite des
chiffres : le HCR a construit une école
primaire pour 4 000 éléves (avec 40
enseignants camerounais, payés par
leur ministére de ’Education, et 20
tchadiens, payés par le HCR) ; les
baraquements en bois ol vivent la
plupart des réfugiés ; 'entrepdt (avec
2 500 tonnes de vivres) ; les hopi-
taux de campagne ou ceuvrent des
médecins de toutes les nationalités
(dédommagés parle HCR). « L'année
derniére, se souvient Von Gunten,
une seule épidémie de rougeole a
emporté 3 000 enfants. »

Le camp, ce sont de longues
baraques de bois au toit de tdle
ondulée voisinant avec des huttes de
paille ou des tentes. La gestion est
assurée par les réfugiés eux-mémes.
[1s ont des porte-parole qu'ils élisent,
tandis qu'un détachement de 'armée
camerounaise bivouaque i proximi-
té. Qu'en est-1l de P'ordre et de la
sécurité ? « Les réfugiés tchadiens,
m’explique Von Gunten, sont un peu
particuliers en ce sens que ce sont
tous des citadins. C’est toute la ville
de N’Djaména, avec ses travailleurs
et ses bourgeois, mais aussi avec ses
criminels, ses prostituées, ses voleurs
qui a démenage. »

Forte criminalité

Les porte-parole reconnaissent un
taux assez élevé de criminalité. « Les
vols sont fréquents et nous avons
aussi des crimes », m’avoue ponora-
baye Doungous Moro qui, président
de la cour d’appel de N’Djaména, est
actuellement secrétaire dans le bu-
reau du HCR de Kousséri.

Il vy a aussi des crimes politiques.
Comme le meurtre de ce partisan
d’Hisseine Habré, tué en janvier et
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jeté dans le fleuve. « Les gens se
regroupent spontanément par affini-
tés ethniques et tendances politi-
ques », m’explique Cheflengar Ngar,
34 ans, fongctionnaire, aujourd’hui
chef de groupe dans le camp. « Sauf
des bagarres de temps en temps, nous
caexistons pacifiquement. Mais cha-
cun sait qui est le partisan de qui. »

Commerce et trafics

D’autres, en revanche, ont été
contraints d’oublier qui ils ont été : le
camp fourmille de has been, des
gens qui commencent par dire :
« J'érais... » Rien ne les distingue
plus des autres. Antoine Ahanda,
journaliste & Cameroon Tribune,
constate : « Ils ont connu les hon-
neurs, beaucoup ont vécu dans les
belles villas de N’ Djaména. La
guerre a changé la face de leur vie.
Un ancien ambassadeur est btiche-
ron. Chaque matin, il quitte Koussé-

_riavec son épouse et coupe du bois

qu'il revient vendre dans la ville.
D’anciens directeurs généraux de
sociétés sont devenus puiseurs d’eau.
Des officiers supérieurs passent la
journée a pécher le poisson qu'ils
viennent vendre a lg tombée de la
nuit. »

Dans le camp, les réfugiés ne sont
pas tous Tchadiens. Alphonse Bam-
bo, par exemple, est Centrafricain. 11
travaillait 4 'ambassade d’Italie a
N’Djaména « quand ¢a a commencé
a chauffer entre les forces d’Hisseine
et de Goukouni. Il y a également
beaucoup de Togolais, de Maliens,
de Béninois et de Sénégalais, me dit-
il. Mais nous sommes tous dans le
méme bain. Des gens comme moi
n’ont pas d’'argent pour rentrer chez
eux. »

Les Tchadiens, eux, « rentrent »
tous les jours. Plutét, ils font
semblant de rentrer. Chaque matin,
la rive camerounaise du Logone est
noire de monde. On sy bouscule
pour prendre place a bord des
dizaines de pirogues qui vont et
viennent entre les deux rives. « Ils
partent le matin pour aller voir leur
Sfamille, leur ancienne maison parfois
en ruines e! aussi pour faire du
commerce, puisque tout manque a
N’Djaména », m’apprend Ahmed
Dambi, jeune Sara de 22 ans, parti-
san de Kamougué. Vendent-ils des

vivres quils regoivent du HCR?
« Ah ! ¢a, c’est possible. M ais je ne
peux pas laffirmer. »

En tout cas, la vie des réfugiés de
Kousséri n'est pas exempte de trafic.
Plus de la moitié des commergants
sont des Tchadiens et, parait-il, ne
font pas de cadeaux ! Les prix des
denrées de premiére nécessité sont en
hausse constante : en trois mois, le
sac de riz de 100 kg est passé de
12000 a 17 000 F cFA Mais les
réfugiés accusent surtout des détail-
lants camerounais et méme certains
fonctionnaires. Ils sont la environ
deux cents a raconter tous ces
malheurs. « Vous pouvez citer nos
noms si vous voulez. Nous ne
mentons pas. Nous voulons que [le
président] Ahidjo sache ce qui se
passe ici », clame I'un d’entre eux.
Un autre enchaine, bruyamment
approuvé par l'ensemble : « Pendant
au moins six mois, nous avons du
payer toute notre nourriture comp-
tant. La situation a changé, mais il y
a toujours des abus. » lls ajoutent
quiil y a eu des protestations.

Jusqu’'a quand ?

Le crépuscule descend sur le
Logone. Au loin, la voix plaintive
d’'un muezzin. Des dizaines de
pirogues glissent sur l'eau. Les
réfugiés reviennent de N'Djaména
qUu’ils ont quittée avant le couvre-feu.
Scene étonnante que celle de ces
hommes et de ces femmes « ren-
trant » au camp dans une bruyante
gaieté aprés avoir passé la journée
« chez eux ». Sont-ils toujours des
réfugiés ? Combien de temps encore
les autorités camerounaises
toléreront-elles ces allées et venues ?
« Nous ne voulons pas les forcer a
rentrer, mais notre but n’est pas non
plus de les installer au Cameroun »,

-explique M. Bello Bouba, secrétaire

général adjoint a la présidence.
« Notre seul souhait est qu’ils puis-
sent regagner leur maison en toute
quiétude. »

Quelgues Camerounais sont car-
rément hostiles. En général pour-
tant, m’ont affirmé les représentants
du HCR, les Camerounais ont été trés
accueillants et compréhensifs. Le
sentiment de 'homme de la rue se
rapproche de celui exprimé par un
Koussérois de souche : « Apréstout,
ce sont nos freres. » O
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REFUGEES: THE NEW POLITICS OF DISPLACEMENT

The 1980s may become known as '"the decade of the refugees," said a new study
releésed in Washingfon today by Worldwatch Institute. There are currently about 16
million refugees in the world, and a quick reduction in their numbers is unlikely.
Resolution of the problem calls for new levels of cooperation among nations.

"It is easy to pinpoint several troubled regions capable of producing addi-
tional thousands of refugees at the drop of a hat--or the squeeze of a trigger,"”

said Kathleen Newland, author of Refugees: . The New International Politics of Dis-

placement. "A fundamental change of approach to the problem may be required. Refugee
crises have been treated as isolated, unpredictable upheavals, much like natural
disasters. Yet it is becoming discouragingly clear that the presence of refugees

is in fact characteristic of violent confrontation today."

-- more --

CONTACT:

B Stok - 1776 M h A , N.W.
(202 as2 1900 Worldwatch Instittle ~ wawiogan, 0. 20035, u'sa.
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One in every two refugees is African

By Poul Hartling

A lew weeks ago | was in U Sudan, an Alciean country
which in recent years has had Lo confrant mansive refuges
influxes from & namber of its pelghbors, When | was
itere. Ugandans wers crossing the White N intn the
southern Sudan (o canoces. They were in desperale condl:
tian, especially the emaciated children. A government of-
fietal Wold me, =Y ou see we have our boal pecple, Lo

The tragedy of the boal peaple in Southeast Axia dra
matired & major problem of our Wme: e mans exodus of
relugess. victims of events beyond thedr contred, Mesing
Iheir homes to sesk asylum 5 snother country The
Sudanvse official was trying to tell me ihal his country
ard hin continent have & serious refugee probilem as well,
aboul whileh the world should know

Wilth 12 percenl of the world's populalion, Africa has
almosi 60 percent of the world's refugees. which means
that 1 in every 2 refugees in the world Loday is an Alrican

The burden of Africs’s 3 milllon refugees bs not equally
sproad over this vast continent The Sudan &lone has ac-
cepled over the last years from nedghboring countries as
many refugees as thoss who have landed on the shores of
Southeast Azia. In Somalle. which had & population of 4
million, the authorities report more than 15 milllon refu-
gees in campa th (he couniry

For the United Stales il would be an (hough in a few
months the entire populations of the United Kingdom and
the Republic of lreiand showed up on the East Cosst
brimging wilh themn only e clothes on their backs and
ball of them sick The dislocallon, even with Amerscas
greal resources, would be smormous, priontles wooid
have Io be reordered. and fesourres allocalsd for eoo-
pomnle growth and soclal wellare wolld have to be -
reclad to the refufoes Lo ensure their survival

What makes the refuges problem ln Africs partico-
larly difficult is the fact thal M pereent ol [he refugees are
in the least-developed countries of the world Caughl in
the viclous circle of poverty. these nations are struggling
o give thelr own people & decent standard of lving. De
velopment prospects have been dimmed by soch oulside
factors as mounting energy cosis, food deficits. severe
drought, debt repayment burdens. and world recession. It
Is nol difficull to imagice lhe Umpact on such fragile
economibes of tens of thousands of bungry and sick
refugees

Tritwile must be paid Lo ihose couniries that have acted
0 genevously. 4 genermity rooted in traditional African

hospitality. As the United Nallons high commissioner for
refugees. my first concern is that the mefuges who is seek-
Ing asylum because af & well-foinded foar of persecution
is nol turned back at the border Unlesd thin basic right is
respecied by the stutes of the world, uny assistance lo
refugess s medning sy

There still are oo many coses ground the world where
refogess are not accepled bul senl back W an uncertain
fate African governmenta have nol only generally met
thwir respopsibiiiiies to asylum seekers. bul (hey have
recognized thal the solution to the problem of African red-
ugess is in Africa. They have not asked that their refugess
b sediled on another continent. The proldem bs Whal thetr
hospitalily s being offered from an emply table Help
from outside is crucial

The conterence in Geneva will look boyond immediate
emergency needs loward durable selutions  In the contes]
of the third world, culdlde assislance |8 sorely needed Lo
enable refugers to become productive cilizens integrated
Into sockely In Africa's rural selling Ihe inpuls required
are relatively modest | seeds, agricultural tools. sufficlent
food to sec farmers through a first harvest, and infra-
structure supporl sueh as ronds, water supply. hospitals,
schools The [nlernallonal Conference on Assistance (o
Refugees In Africa. hold this month, sought to obtaio in-
ternational assistance for projects atmed at strengthening
the abiiity of saylym couniries W carry the extra burden
placed an thelr services and facllities

There is an understandable tendency to despair today
over {he course of Ilernalional affairs, especially with
tncreased confllicty and econvenie difficullies. yel the
sense of imlernational solidarity s expressed (through hu-
manitarian  ald  haa impressively  Aid  to
Kampoches, lor example, belped & pespile 1o survive, and
the financial and diplomatic awupport given Lo my organi-
zathom, UNHCH, has risen manyTold over the yoars, Not
only does this humanilarian ald cave bundreds o oo
sands of human Uves, byl by dampening & source of polen-
tial conflict it is a powerful force for peace and stability
My exporience has been that efforis to help relugess have
nul been In vain The refugees of yeslerday are ool he
rofugers of today

A tew dayn after becoming hdgh commissiones in Jano-
ary 197K, | made my flirst trip o == and lalk #iih refu
fees | chose solthern Africa where Lhe major reluges
probiom & thal time resulled from the bitter conflict in
wha! was then called Rhodesia Tens of thousands ol
Lmbabwrans had Ned their wardiom couniry W crowd

_-“-

Children in a refugee camp in Somalia

o the refuges camps in oeighbortng states. We saw
thems in Mogambdque, where the rural setilomenis suil
thowed the vestiges of air and ground stiacks: wo saw
them in desolate barracks in Bolswana ; and we sow mary
children. especially i (he Vietory Camp outzide of
Losaka where hundreds of girls weloomnd us with entho-
Slastic singung

A year ago when [ was in Zimbabwe for Independendcs
celebrations, a government minister shook my hand and
remiinded me Lhat the lasl fime we had mel was in & refu-
gee camp His compatriots have now pelurmed and,
whelher minister or farmer, have gotlen down Lo the job
of bullding their country, a hard job but infinliely more
rewarding than wailing in & refugee camp in & forelgn
tand

Africa’s 5 miilion refugees must be given the means
firsl to sucvive, and then to rebaild their lives in dignity

Prul Hartting b Unilet Natlons high commis-
kv for refugees



Assistance médicale aux réfugiés somaliens. Prés de /a moitié de I'aide disparait.
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lls sont cinq millions en Afrique, dans des pays
souvent au bord de la faillite. Et I'aide internationale,
déja insuffisante, est parfois détournée.

riste ¢vidence : sur les 10 mil-
I lions d’étres qui, par le monde,

ont fui leur pays pour échap-

‘per a la guerre ou a des persécutions

diverses, 5 millions (la moiti¢) sont
des Africains. « Cela tient directe-
ment ou indirectement au colonia-
lisme et a dautres fléaux du méme

de notre envoyé spécial Carlos Moore

genre », aexpliqué M. Edem Kodjo,
secrétaire général de IToUA. Mais le
gros des réfugiés vient de "pays
indépendants depuis au moins vingt
ans ! ‘

Le sort des réfugiés africains a été
jugé assez « alarmant » pour justifier
une concertation internationale. La

conférence se tiendra les 9 et 10 avril
a Geneve, siege. du Haut commissa-
riat des Nations unies pour les
réfugiés (HCR ), sous les auspices des
Nations unies. et de IOUA . Sorte de
préambule a cette réunion, leHCR a
offert a 25 journalistes de la presse
internationale de se rendre compte
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sur place en une tournée qui, du 4 au
21 février, nous a conduits dans des
camps de réfugiés au Cameroun, en
Somalie, en Ethiopie et au Zimbab-
we.

Derriere tout cela se profile 'incapa-
cité ou se trouvent les gouverne-
ments africains, pour la plupart en
proie a une crise économique grave,
de subvenir aux besoins des réfugiés
qu’ils. hébergent. A quoi s'ajoute le
fait que le HCR, lui, manque de
fonds : « La survie des réfugiés
semble assurée pour le premier
trimestre {981, indique-t-on a Ge-
neve, mais pas au-dela. »

En février, a I'issue d’une tournée
au Soudan et & Djibouti, M. Paul
Hartling, ancien Premier ministre
danois devenu en 1978 « patron »du
HCR, sest dit « impressionné » par
I'ampleur que prend le probléme en
Afrique. L'ensemble des program-
mes du HCR pour 1981, précise-
t-11, nécessite 335 millions de dollars
alors que’l'organisation ne dispose
que de 80 millions. Pour les seuls
réfugiés africains, il faudrait, d’aprés
les calculs de I'UNICEF, au moins
100 millions de dollars cette année.

Un autre phénomeéne réduit en-
core ces pauvres efforts : le détour-
nement de I'aide. Tous les mois, des
centaines (voir des milliers) de
tonnes de vivres, dont I'emballage
porte la mention « aide alimentaire
aux réfugiés », se retrouvent sur les
marchés. Le HCR se refuse a désigner
les pays les plus fautifs — susceptibi-
lité des Etats oblige ! On se borne a
dénoncer le phénomeéne en termes
généraux. Mais les exécutants des
programmes se risquent parfois a
révéler I'étendue des détournements.

Ainsi, pour le Cameroun au début
des opérations de secours des réfu-
giés tchadiens. C'est en Somalie,
affirme-t-on pourtant, que la situa-
tion est la plus grave, puis au
Soudan. Deux pays qui abritent

respectivement 1,5 million et
500 000 réfugiés venant tous d’E-
thiopie.

Selon les spécialistes du HCR, le
seuil « normal », tolérable, des pertes
est fix¢t a 39% par mois (vols,
détérioration des vivres, accidents de
transbordement, etc.). Clest le
handling loss. Alors quen Somalie
on aurait enregistré 40 % a 60 %
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dans certains campements ! « Des
camions entiers disparaissent régu-
lierement sur les routes », apprend-
on a Mogadiscio ou I'on chuchote
méme que les vivres volatilisés sont
destinés a... l'armée! Ce contre
quoi s’¢levent avec force les autori-
tés : « Accusations irresponsables et
sans fondement », s'indigne Ahmed
Yacine, 'un des responsables de la
Commission nationale pour les réfu-
giés.

L es détournements s’opérent en
général grace a un réseau de compli-
cités qui commence au port de
débarquement pour finir dans la
boutique du détaillant du coin.
Jusqu’a quel niveau de I’Etat faut-il

rechercher - les complicités 7 La-
dessus, les responsables du HCR
restent muets. Mais comment conce-
voir que dans des pays ol le contrdle
et la surveillance des populations
sont assez bien assurés, les autorités
ignorent tout. Alors qu’un pareil
trafic exige des connivences actives
dans les services des -douanes, des
transports et de la police ?

L a protection de aide internatio-
nale aux réfugiés, sonacheminement
jusqu'aux campements ol 5 millions
d’Africains (hommes, femmes et
enfants) vivent dans une totale
détresse, seront sans doute un sujet
épineux sur lequel la conférence de
Geneve devra se pencher. O

500 Maroc

/-

5 000
Sénéga

REPARTITION
DES REFUGIES
EN AFRIQUE

amgroun

30 000 Gab
(/

42 000
Diibouti
Ethiopie
11000
Somalie
0 40 000
0Q
---Rwanda
10 150
A | Burundi
73 000 234 590
o
Botswa ha
3400
Swaziland
10 000
Lesotho
10-000

Source : gouvernement des pays cancernés et HCR.

NB : Ces chiffres concernent les réfugiés recensés. lis ne tiennent pas compte des
personnes déplacées a I'intérieur d'un pays (2.4 millions pouria seule Ethiopie), ni
des réfugiés qui ont regagné leur pays et qui bénéficient cependant de I'aide

internationale.
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LA SOMALIE MENACEE PAR
UNE GRAVE SECHERESSE

POUR UNE POPULATION DE 4 MILLIONS D’HABITANTS, IL Y A DEJA 2
- MILLIONS DE REFUGIES. ET IL EN VIENT ENCORE

MOGADISCIO, 12 Février
(AFP). — Dans le large lit de
I'oued asséché, au pied du
camp de réfugiés d'Agabar,
des femmes creusent de leurs
mains nues des trous dans le
sable pour atteindre I'eau qui
servira a la fois 4 la consom-
mation et a la lessive.

Au camp de Las Dhurre,
non loin de 14, deux "«Volon-
taires du progrés» ne savent
pas si les graines semées fin
janvier, dans leurs mini-
jardins du désert, pourront
germer. L'eau extraite griace
4 une pompe solaire, don
d'une organisation caritative
allemande, est chichement
répartie entre les 73.000 habi-
tants du camp et l'arrosage
des plants d’oignons ou de
tomates risque de leur appa-
raftre comme un gaspillage.

Une grave sécheresse me-
nace a nouveau la Somalie.
Trois mois plus tot que
prévu, les deux grands fleu-
ves du sud, le Juba et le
Shebelle (ou Chebeli) sont a
sec et, dans la région d'Har-
geisa, au nord-ouest, opn se
trouvent Agabar et Las
Dhurre, la nappe deau a
dangereusement baissé.

Dans les trois camps de
Coriolei. au sud de Mogadis-
cio, ol vivent plus de 60.000
personnes, il a déja fallu faire
appel & des camions-citernes
et 4 la générosité de plan-
teurs de bananes ijtaliens qui
disposent de ptlits. Mais en-
core faut-il avoir des véhicu-
les et I'essence nécessaire.
Or, la raffinerie de Mogadis-
cic ne fonctionne plus.
Construite pour traiter le
h-ut irakien, elle ne reqoit
pius de pétrole depuis plu-
sieurs mois, en raison de la
guerre.

A court de
devises

La Somalie, 4 court de de-
vises étrangeres, a d( s'a-
dresser aux pays amis du
Golfe, ou acheter sur le
marché iibre. L’essence
comme l'eau est chichement
rationnée.

Un programme de forage
de puits, financé par ['UNI-
CEF. le HCR et des organisa-
tions caritatives, ne com-
mencera qu’en avril. & la sai-
son des pluies.

La Somalie. 'une des na-
tions les plus déshéritées, est,
apreés le Pakistan, le pays qui
compte le plus de.réfugiés.
Pour une population de
quatre millions d’habitants
environ, la commission na-
tionale des réfugiés recensait
le ler janvier 1.200.000 rétu-
giés dans une quarantaine de
camps. Elle estimait égale-
ment a 800.000 le nombre de

réfugiés vivant au sein de (a
population.

L'afflux de nouveaux arri-
vants ne se tarit pas. Plusieurs
vagues de réfugiés venant
d’'Ethiopie ont déferié sur la
Somalie au cours des der-
niéres années, victimes de la
sécheresse comme en 1973-
74 et aussi en 1980, victimes
de la guerre de I'Ogaden en
1977-78 et de Ia poursuite des
activités militaires dans 1'O-
gaden ol le Front de libéra-
tion de la Somalie occiden-
tale se bat pour obtenir le
droit a I'autodétermination.

La majorité d'entre eux est
d’ethnie somali, comme la
population du pays. Selon un
médecin frangais qui a tra-
vaillé dans la province du
Gedo, certains sont des Oro-
mos, venant des lointaines
provinces éthiopiennes de
Bale et Sidano.

Les ravages de la
malnutrition

En privé, les responsables
du haut-commissariat aux
réfugiés estiment que ces
chiffres sont «gonflésy de
25% environ et parfois plus
selon les camps et les
régions. Le recensement est
fait par les autorités soma-
liennes qui manquent de ca-
dres et de moyens pour le
mener a bien. De plus, le
nomadisme de la popula-
tion ignore la rigueur des
statistiques.

Les réfugiés sont enie-
gistiés a leur arrivée mais
non a leur départ. Dans le
nord-ouest, ils ont tendance
a aller d'un camp a l'autre.
Les décés ne sont pas enre-
gistrés en général.

250 étrangers, de toutes
nationalités, travaillent pour
les organisations caritatives
en Somalie, a cOté des
agences spécialisées, des Na-
tions Unies, mais ils n'ont pas
les moyens de mener a bien
un recensement.

Leurs compétences ne sont
pas toujours autant mises a
profit que leur bonne vo-
lonté, tel ce psychiatre
américain qui passe son
temps A distribuer de la
bouillie ou cet étudiant en
psychologie, nommé coordi-
nateur du HCR a Hargeisa ol
il a la responsabilité de
250.000 personnes. Un éduca-
teur hollandais vient d’arri-
ver pour l'aider a assumer
cette tiche écrasante.

Un médecin qui avait
mené une campagne de vac-
cination dans un camp affir-
mait récemment que le
chiffre officiel des réfugiés
était quatre fois plus élevé
que sa propre estimation.
Pourtant, ajoutait-il, ia nour-

riture distribuée est tout
juste suffisante et la malnu-
trition fait des ravages, sur-
tout chez les jeunes enfants.

Assistés A vie?

Comme en Asie du sud-
est, comme partout’ ol des
catastrophes sévissent, une
partie de I’aide est détournée.
Ce n'est pas_un phénomeéne
propre a la’ Somalie et ce
médecin se plaignait que les
réfugiés somaliens n’intéres-
saient personne alors que la
Thailande avait été «arrosée
d’une pluie de dollars».

80% des habitants des
camps sont des femmes et
des enfants. Les hommes
sont restés dans I'Ogaden
pour garder le bétail — lors-
qu’il en reste — ou pour se
battre. Mais tous ne prennent
pas le fusil volontairement et
les bérévoles qui travaillent
dans les camps font état de
rafles. Interrogé a propos de
I’enrélement de personnes
ayant le statut de réfugiés, le
représentant adjoint du
HCR, M. Tom Barns, s’est
porné A répondre: «Nous
avons fait connaitre nos vues
au gouvernementy».

Mais le probléme le plus
grave qui se pose. 4 coté de la
survie immédiate et de la
sécheresse, est celui de 'ave-
nir de ces centaines de mil-
liers de personnes. Certaines,
comme & Coriollei, sont 1a
depuis 1974.

Le camp d’Agabar, établi
depuis plus de deux ans déja,
sur un plateau de rocaiile, au
bord de la-mauvaise piste qui
conduit a Djibouti, a pris les
allures d'un trés gros village.
Les huttes de branchages re-
couvertes de nattes ou de
baches sont plus grandes
qu'ailleurs et entourées sou-
vent d'un petit enclos d'épi-
neux. Pas d’alignement
déprimant au cordeau
comme dans les nouveaux
camps. Mais sont-ils 14, as-
sistés A vie?.

A Las Dhurre, un mini-
marché s’est créé spon-
tanément. On peut y acheter
une poignée de tomates, de
I'encens, du café venu d’Ethio-
phie, du tabac et méme du
chewing-gum. Accroupies
par terre, les femmes étalent
sur des paniers leurs maigres
produits, fruit d’une
économie rudimentaire mais
recréant un semblant de vie
villageoise. .

Une mosquée au
camp

Elles ont économisé sur
leurs rations, ou un parent 3
Hargeisa leur avance une
somme. Un jour, peut-étre.

elles pourront racheter quel-
ques chévres avec les sous
gagnés. Une petite boutique
vend méme du coca, des sty-
los, des lames de rasoir, une
autre est une «tea shop» ol
I'on sert du thé ou des pates.

Les enfants vendent du
bois qu'ils sont allés cher-
cher 2 des kilométres de 13,
de plus en plus loin, car une
si forte concentration, hy-
maine sur cette terre aride
fait progresser le désert.
Lorsqu’on interroge les res-
ponsables somaliens sur I'a-
venir de ces déshérités, ils
répondent qu’ils doivent un
jour revenir achez eux». Mais
quand? La plupart ont perdu
leurs troupeaux, la séche-
resse sévit et il n'y a aucune
solution en vue au probléme
du conflit de Ogaden.

En attendant, de nouveaux
camps continuent & souvrir
le long de la frontiére, for-
mant une zone-tampon entre
la Somalie et I'Ethiopie qui
parfois effectue des raids
aériens.

Les projets de reconver-
sion ou d'intégration de ces
nomades sont plutdt symboli-
ques et les organisations in-
ternationales sont débordées
par Pafflux des nouveaux ar-
rivants.

Au camp de Las Dhurre,
Jacques et Maurice, deux
Frangais, Volontaires du
Progrés, ont lancé un mini-
projet agricole (35.000 dol-
lars) financé par le HCR. Sur
un hectare, divisé en cing
mini-jardins, ils plantent des
légumes. Cet effort parait
dérisoire, dix personnes en
tout pour biner les choux,
mais il a valeur de symbole et
d’exemple. Avec des puits
assez profonds — si la nappe
le permet — et des pompes,
on peut faire pousser quel-
que chose dans le désert.
Maurice, qui auparavant s'oc-
cupait de la culture de hari-
cots verts au Kenya pour
I'exportation, a méme réussi
'exploit d’obtenir des fram-
boises dans le jardin de la
«Maison francgaise» d’'Hargei-
sa: certainement les pre-
miéres framboises de Soma-
lie.

D’autres volontaires s'oc-
cupent d’'un projet de
construction en dur: ils édi-
fient des magasins pour en-
treposer la nourriture en es-
sayant de faire participer les
réfugiés a leur effort. Mais le
fossé est énorme entre leur
bonne volonté et les désirs de
ces derniers. Lorsque les
deux Frangais ont demandé
quelle était la construction
prioritaire, les réfugiés ont
réclamé une mosquée. Il y a
maintenant une mosquée au
camp de Las Dhurre.
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L'Orient (Beirut, Lebanon)
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Ethiopie:

situation ambigue

Vastes programmes
de soutien
aux réfugiés

Avec ses trente millions d’ha-
bitants composant une mo-
saique de peuples divers ré-
partis sur 1,3 million de kilo-
métres carrés, ’Ethiopie oc-
cupe en Afrique une position
importante, au confluent agi-

MALHEUREUSEMENT pour
I’Ethiopie, la conjonction de la
longue séctierésse du début des
années 70 et d’uné révolutioh
.qui jeta bas le régime désarti-
culé de I’empereur Hailé Sélas-
sié, vieilli et incapable de se
.débarrasser de sa gangue féo-
dale, fit que le berceau de
I’Ethiopie nouvelle ne fut pas
qu’entouré de bonnes fées.

"Les charrettes sanglantes de la
premiére purge de 1974 débar-
rassérent la capitale des élé-
ments royalistes et modérés;
la terreur rouge de 1977-1978fit
d’innombrables morts & Addis-
Abeba en particulier (on parle
de 50000 jeunes victimes), ce
qui illustra a nouveau cette
réalité qui veut que depuis Ro-
bespierre, la révolution est can-
nibale, car elle finit toujours
par manger ses enfants. En

té des Intéréts économico-
stratégiques américains et
russes qui s’opposent en par-
ticulier dans Pocéan Indien,
la mer Rouge, le Moyen-
Orient. Un récent voyage en
Ethiopie et en Somalie lalsse
a lauteur de ces lignes la
nette impression que la pofl-
tique ambigué poursuivie par
les militaires - au pouvoir a
Addis-Abeba ne sert pas for-
cément les intéréts de la
région.

Ethiopie, la révolution fut ré-
cupérée par -les militaires au
nom de deux poussiéreuses fi-
gures européennés issues du
XiXe siecle européen: Marx et.
Engels, dont les portraits géants
anachroniques sont exhibés
dans la capitale de ce pays.

‘11 faut reconnaitre que [’Ethio-
pic a été abandonnée par I'Oc-
cident avec' lequel elle avait
pourtant des liens trés anciens.
Empire disloqué par les négli-
gences d’un régime qui pe se
souciait gudre que de ses privi-
lzges et de la suprématie de
I’ethnie amhara, ravagé ici par
la sécheresse, 14 par le sous-
développement et I’abandon des
provinces, 1'Ethiopie était sou-
mise & des effets centrifuges se
manifestant par les tentatives
de sécession poursuivies par
divers mouvements de libéra-
tion de la province érythréen-
ne soutenus selon les tendances
par des pays désireux de faire
de la mer Rouge une zone pu-
rement arabe, ou appuyés par
I'URSS pour contrer dans cette
méme zone les intéréts occiden~c

taux. Sur lautre fronticre,
'agression par la Somalie
«marxiste», avec l'aide de

I'URSS, de cette terre des no-
mades qu’est ’Ogaden, fut sur
le point de réussir. o
L’Ethiopie ne put qu’accueillir
avec satisfaction 1’abrupt vira-
ge de la politique de Moscou,
qui abandonna son alliance
avec la Somalie (dont le port
militaire de Berbera aménagé

COOPERATION - Switzerland

par PURSS sert maintenant 4 la
US Navy) pour porter sa bien-
veillance opportuniste sur Ad-
dis-Abeba.

Aujourd’hui, 1'unité géographi-
que du pays, si elle a été réta-
blie avec I’aide de troupes
étrangéres, n’est pas encore to-
talement consolidée.” Une cer
taine insécurité est encore ma-
nifeste: le couvre-feu reste en
vigueur, les transports routiers
ne sont possibles qu’en -convois
protégés dans certaines régions.
On ne voyage pas la nuit en
Erythrée notamment. Les dé-
ploiements militaires n’ont pas
cessé dans-1'Ogaden. Si, dans
Pintérieur, le visiteur est sen-
sible aux bienfaits de la ré-
forme agraire, il remarquera
les difficultés des fermes collec-
tives et des industries nationa-
lisées par rapport aux secteurs
demeurés privés, qui fonction-
nent infiniment mieux.  Au
sein du gouvernement, on ne
peut pas parler de lutte de ten-
dances: le secteur des techno-
crates, qui voit bien par ol pé-
che l'organisation économique
du. pays, ne semble pas encore
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avoir réussi a persuader les mi-
litaires du gouvernement pro-
visoire, encore que les premié-
res offres d’indemnisation pour
nationalisation viennent pour la
premiére fois d’&étre proposées
par ‘Addis-Abeba. Elles s’expli-
queraient par le besoin qu’-
prouve I’Ethiopie de faire appel
a Jl’aide internationale d’un
montant de 750 millions de dol-
lars, auxquels s’ajouterait la
fourniture d’un million de ton-
nes de prodiiits alimentaires,
pour résoudre le probléme du
rapatriement de plusieurs cen-
taines de milliers de réfugiés
éthiopiens et de 1’établissement
de 2,2 millions de personnes
déplacées a I'intérieur du pays.
En effet, un demi-million
d’Ethiopiens se trouvent au
Soudan et, & la suite d’une
amnistie, ils pourront retour-
ner chez eux si des structures
d’accueil (enseignement profes-
sionnel, postes de travail, ter-
res, alimentation) peuvent étre
aménagées. Par ailleurs, une

quarantaine de camps en So-

malie abritent en ce moment

quelque 1 million 350 000 réfu-

giés pour la plupart nomades

de ,I'Ogaden dérangés par les

opérations militaires ou. I'inten-

se sécheresse. Ici, les rapatrie-

ments librement consentis vers

I’Ethiopie sont encore rares,

mais si la paix et la stabilité

devaient s’instaurer- dans cette.

région & bout de souffle, les ur-

gents travaux d’infrastructure

(puits, aménagements agricoles,

reconstitution des troupeaux de

dromadaires, moutons, chévres

et vaches) -pourraient étre en-

trepris de part et d’autre de la

fronti¢re. Pour le moment, le

Haut-Commissariat de . I’ONU

pour les réfugiés est engagé en

Ethiopie et en Somalie dans

d’immenses programmes de

soutien aux réfugiés, dont la

survie dépend effectivement de

I’assistance internationale.

Marco Flaks
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Afrika dreigt te bezwijken
onder zijn vluchtelingenlast

Door onze redacteur

KOERT LINDIJER
GENEVE, 11 april — De
cijfers spreken boekdelen.

Van elke twee vluchtellngen
op de wereld is er &één Afrl-
kaan. Van de vijf mlljoen
viuchteiingen in Afrika be-
staat 60 procent uit vrouwen
en kinderen. Elf Afrikaanse
landen die tot de ailerarmste
in de wereld behoren zijn op-
gescheept met 2,5 miljoen
vluchtelingen. In Somaljé bij-
voorbeeld, waar meer dan 1,5
miljoen Ethiopiérs naartoe
zijn getrokken, maken de
viuchtelingen nu een kwart
van de totale bevolking ult.

Het Afrlkaanse continent,
dat toch al zwaarder dan
welk werelddeel ook wordt
getroffen door de economi-
sche crisis, dreigt te bezwij-
ken onder de exira last ver-
oorzaakt door de vluchtelin-
gen en ontheemden. In de
woorden van de secretaris-ge-
neraal van de Organisatle
van Afrlkaanse Eenheid
(OAE), Edem Kodjo: "Aan
het einde van deze eeuw zal
Afrlka ofwel zijn gespaard of
volledig vernietigd.” ‘

De humanitaire kant van
het vluchtelingenprobleem is
zo alarmerend dat de Wester-
se en Afrikaanse delegatles
op de Internationale conferen-
tle voor hulp aan vluchtelin-
gen in Afrika (Icara) die de
afgelopen twee dagen in Ge-
néve werd gehouden, er wei-
nig problemen mee hadden
eventjes hun politieke me-
ningsverschlllen naar - het
tweede plan te schuiven, Al-
leen de term apartheid viel
regelmatig in de redevoerin-
gen van de afgevaardigden.
Waarmee de belangrijkste
oorzaak van het Afrikaanse
viuchtelingenprobleem, na-
melijk de oorlogen in zwart
Afrika -zelf, onbesproken
bleef.

Op het ogenblik woeden er
niet minder dan vijf oorlogen
op het -Afrikaanse continent:
de onafhankelijkheldsoorlog
in' de Ethiopische provincie
Eritrea en Tigray, de guerril-
la in de Ethiopische Ogaden
en de daarmee samenhangen-
de vijandeiijkheden met So-
malié, de op een laag niveau
doorgaande burgeroorlog in
Tsjaad en de oorlogen In de
Westelijke Sahara en Nami-
bié.

Het grootste deel van de
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1. Marokko 500 15, Somalié 1.540.000
2. Algerije 52.000 16. Kenia 3.500
3. Egypte 5.000 17. Rwanda 10.150
4. Nigeria 110000 18. Burundi 234 590
5. Senegal 5.000 - 19. Tanzania 140.000-
6. Soedan 490.000 20. Angola 73.000
7. Ghana 200 21. Zambia 33500
8. Centraal 22, Mozambique 100
Afrikaanse Rep. 7.000 23. Botswana 3.400
9. Kameroen 266.000 24. Swazitand 10.000
10. .Oeganda 112400 25. Lesotho 10.000
11. Gabon 30.000
12. Zaire 400.000 Totaal 3.589.340
13. Djibouti 42 .000 Bron: Regeringen
14. Ethiopié 11.000 gastheer landen

viuchtelingen in Afrika zit in
de Hoorn. Ten minste twee
miljoen Ethiopiérs bevinden
zich in miserabele omstan-
digheden als viuchteling in de
buurlanden Somalié, Soedan
en Djibouti.

In Ethiopié zelf is nog een
relatief klein aantal Soedane-
se viuchtelingen.

De' Ethiopische afgevaar-
digde Shimelis Adugna vroeg
op de conferentie 55 miljoen

dollar aan extra hulp om te-

rugkerende vluchtelingen uit
de buurlanden te kunnen her-
vestigen. Volgens Adugna zijn
sinds de afkondiging van een
amnestie vorig jaar al 151.000
vluchtelingen teruggekeerd
en het regime verwacht er in
de komende tijd nog 268.000.

Betwist

Volgens de Ethiopische re-
gering worden deze ciifers

gen als het QOromo Bevrij-
dingsfront in het zuiden van
het land en de guerrillabewe-
gingen in Tigray en Eritrea
daarentegen betwisten deze
cijfers en zeggen dat de Et-
hiopische regering bewust
een viuchtelingenprobleem
heeft gecreéerd.

Zij menen dat de heersende
Amharen het Jand kolonise-
ren, de andere stammen op de
viucht drijven en vervolgens
om vluchtelingenhulp vragen.
De uitlatingen van de Ethio-
pische delegatie over de te-
rugkerende vluchtelingen
werden door de Somalische
afvaardiging op de conferen-
tie met hoongelach gagroet.

Een delegatielid zei desge-
vraagd: ,De Ethiopiérs kun-
nen wel alles: beweren. Zij
kunnen direct een miljoen
vluchtelingen van ons terug-
krijgen als ze dat willen.
Maar wli merken er niets van

Aan de andere kant zegt
Ethiopié - weer dat Somnalié
het aantal Ethiopische viuch-
telingen op zijn grondgebied
overdrijft om extra geld bin-
nen te halen en bovendien de

aandacht van de wereld te

‘trekken voor het politieke

probleem van de etnische So-
maliérs in de Ogaden.

Djibouti
"Een land dat niet direct bij
het Ethiopisch-Somalische

conflict om de Ogaden is be-
trokken maar wel de gevol-

. gen ervan draagt is het staat-

je Djibouti aan de Rode Zece.
Nauwelijks onafhankelijk van
Frankrijk heeft Djlbouti te
maken met 42,000 vluchte-
lingn uit de Ethioplsche Oga-
den en de provincie rond Ad-
dis Abeba. Het land ligt bo-
venop in de uitgestrekte zone
van oost-Afrika waar de erg-

+ ste droogte sinds vijftien jaar

heerst. Viuchtelingenkinderen
ontvangen daarom slechts
één kopje water per dag.

Een VN-functionaris die
anonlem wilde blijven sprak
gisteren er zijn teleurstelllng
over uit, dat Parijs, dat dui-

. zenden militalren in het land

heeft gelegerd vanwege de
strategische ligging aan de
Rode Zee, zo welnig bijdraagt
aan de oplossing van het
vluchtellngenprobleem in zljn
voormallge kolonie.

Andere grote concentraties.
van vluchtelingn in Afrika
zijn er in Soedan, dat aan
vrljwel al zijn landsgrenzen
al tien jaar lang wordt over-
stroomd met viuchtenden,
Onlangs voegden zlch hier
nog ruim 10.000 Tsjadiérs bij.

Op de conferentie in Genéve -
is niet aan bod gekomen wat
misschien wel de grootste
tragedie van Afrika is, name-
lijk de miljoenen die in hun
eigen land blootstaan aan het-
zelfde lot als de vluchteiingen
maar niet deze status hebben.

Volgens Unicef, het Kinder-
fonds van de Verenlgde Na-
ties, gaat het om ten minste
17 miljoen mensen. De orga-
nisatie bekommert zich voor-
al om deze slachtoffers van
burgeroorlog en droogte ‘en
nam bijvoorbeeld onlangs de
hulpoperaties in het Karamo-
ja-gebied van Oeganda over.
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THE 32th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights day was"
celebrated on the day Fhe
people of Uganda were pol‘lm g
in the first general elections
after more than 10 years.
The Human Rights Day, every
year is one of the most
important days on the
calender of nations through-
out the world.

It was ot December 10,1948
thatthe UN General Assembly
unanimously adopted the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, a document
that is today one of the most
cherished that has ever been
written.

The declaration is a
comprehensive compilation of
the rights to which every
individual, and all people are
entitled as human beings,
without distinction as to race,
sex, language or creed.

rights

day is

NATROBI

marked ——

The declaration has there-
fore, been considered a
required reading for all
people; and towards this end
it has been reproduced and
reprinted in millions of copies,
and in many languages,
including Kiswahili through-
out the world. .

The declaration has been
the subject of many scholarly
studies and reviews, and it has
made the widespread aware-
ness, among all sections of the
people, on the rights to which
they are entitled, and which
therefore they may observe
and defend, both for themse-
lves and for their fellow men
and women.

Many governments throu g-
hout the world have adopted
the universal Declaration of
Human Rights, either in some
of its partsorinitstotality,and
written its provisionsintotheir
own statutes guaranteeing the
human rights of their subjects.

Among the rights enshrined
in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights are those
which relate to: Individual
rights - the right of the person
to life, not to be subjected to

torture and also the right to a
fair trial; the political
expression and information;

the Social rights- such as the.,

right to health, employment,
proper housing and shelter;
and cultural rights -such as the
'right to education.

One of the most important
human rights related issues
that is before the international
community at this moment is
the refugee problem in Africa.
With a refugee population of
five million, the continent of
Africa today has the largest
number of réfugees in the
world.

The international commu-
nity is concerned not only with
the massive incidence and
proliferation of the refugee
‘problem but also about howto
realize more effectively for
these growing numbers of
deprived and the distressed
people their rights to protect-
ion and resettlement in a
continent that is fraught with
many political and especially
serious economic difficulties.

As early as 1948, the UN
General Assembly decided
that “refugees and displaced
persons should be assisted by
international action, either to
return to their countries of
nationality or former habitual
residence, or to find new
homes elsewhere.”

KENYA December 11 1980
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It is in this context that the
UN General Assembly has
during its current 35th session
in New York, called for the
canvening of an International
Conference to Mobilize
Assistance for Refugees in
Africa.

The conference to be held at
the ministerial level on April
9 and 10 next year in Geneva,
will focus attention on the
plight of refugees in Africa,
and ‘is expected to realize
higher levels of commitment
by governments and peoples
throughout the world to share
the heavy refugee burden
which the Black continent is
currently largely shouldering
on its own.
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Une urgente demande d'assistance

Les errants

de
PAsrique

Les profondes transforma-
tions des sociétés, des va-
leurs et des cultures, qui sont
a P'ceuvre en Afrique depuis
la fin des années 50, se sont
souvent accompagnées de

C’EST en ces termes que les
Nations unies, le Haut-Commis-
sariat pour les réfugiés et 1’'Or-
ganisation de Vumité alricaine
ouvrent leur dossier de base de
la conférence internationale sur
I'assistance aux réfugiés en
Afrique, qui se tiendra & Ge-
néve les 9 et 10 avril prochains.
Si la gravité de la situation a
été atténuée par la généreuse
hospitalité de I’Afrique postin-
dépendante & 1’égard des réfu-
gés, il n’en demeure pas moins
que ce continent porte une part
énorme de la charge que repré-
sente la présence de millions de
déracinés. La communauté in-
ternationale a dépensé au
moins 500 millions de dollars
pour sauver la population cam-
bodgienne de la disparition; on
a consacté des fonds considéra-
bles aux naufragés vietnamiens
de la mer. L’Afrique estime
que son tour est venu pour
qu’on l’assiste de fagcon mieux
ordonnée. Tout laisse prévoir
que le budget du Haut-Com-
missariat pour les réfugiés
pour 1981 non seulement ne
sera pas couvert par les contri-
butions annoncées jusqu’a pré-
sent, mais sera en déficit dans
quelques semaines. La confé-
rence prévue a Genéve dans
quelques jours, avec la partici-
pation d’une centaine de pays,
sera tenue au niveau des minis-
tres des Affaires étrangeres et
I'on y verra méme quelques

problémes complexes, nés du
passé, gros de différends et
de confiits. Ces difficultés ont
eu des conséquences qui
sont ressenties aujourd’hui
encore par les Africains eux-
mémes. Actuellement, I'Afrl-
que compte plus de réfugiés
que n’importe quel autre con-
tinent: prés de cing millions
en tout. En outre, la plupart
de ces réfugiés ont cherché
asile dans les pays qui sont
parmi les moins développés
du monde, et qui sont sou-
vent victimes de catastrophes
naturelles.

chefs d’Etat. On pense qu’envi-
ron 500 millions de dollars sé-
ront offerts. par les pays dona-
teurs pour faire face aux be-
soins prioritaires.

Ces besoins comprennent une
aide d’urgence pour assurer la
simple survie des réfugiés, no-
tamment dans les pays ol ils
sont arrivés en trés grand nom-
bre ces derniers temps. Par
exemple, il y a 1 million 500
mille réfugiés nomades en So-
malie, 500000 Ethiopiens et
autres au Soudan, 200 000
Tchadiens au- Cameroun,
73 000 Zairois, Namibiens et
Sud-Africains en  Angola,
200 000 réfugiés divers au Bu-
rundi. Des pays comme le Con-
go, Djibouti, Ethiopie, Ghana,
Kenya, Lesotho, Nigeria, Ou-
ganda, République centrafri-
caine, Tanzanie, Rwanda ac-
cueillent des centaines de mil-
liers de victimes. Au Zaire on
compte un total de 400 000 ré-
fugiés d’Ouganda, d’Angola,
etc. S'ajoutent un grand nom-
bre de personnes déplacées par
d’anciennes guerres civiles, les
inondations ou les sécheresses,
qui doivent étre reclassées.

(u»l‘ s oy 1}

I’achat de véhicules. Lorsque
les réfugiés retournent dans
leur région natale, il devien-
nent des rapatriés qu’il faut en
outre aider par des fournitures
d’articles & usage domestique.

‘On doit appuyer des projets

‘d’assistance a Uinfrastructure,

qui sont déja du domaine de
I’aide au développement, mais
toujours liés aux problémes des
réfugiés. Ici, la note globale
dépasserait un milliard de dol-
lars. Mais ce n’est plus du res-
sort du mandat du HCR.

Il n’en demeure pas moins que
pour la plupart des pays d’Afri-
que, la charge des réfugiés
gréve les ressources nationales
au point que le seuil de rupture
est aujourd’hui atteint. Pour-
tant, les réfugiés qui, parfois,
vivent mieux que la population
locale grice A I’assistance qu’ils
obtiennent regoivent un accueil
chaleureux et sont secourus
dans un esprit de fraternité que
I'on ne trouve gudre ailleurs
dans le monde.

‘Contrairement aux Etats

d’Asie, par exemple, qui ont

‘toujours -refusé d’accépter des

codes internatioriaux d*accteil
et de protection des réfugiés,
Ies gouvernements africains,
conformément a une longue
tradition  d’hospitalité, ont
adopté la convention de 'OUA
de 1969 sur les réfugiés réglant
I'approche juridique et institu-
tionnelle de la question. Cette

convention se base sur les tra- -

vaux du Haut-Commissariat de
I'ONU pour les réfugiés tou-
chant I’accueil, le droit d’asile,
la protection.

Marco Flaks

En plus de 'aide d’urgence, il |.- -2

faut des assistances supplémen- §.

taires directes dans les do-
maines de 1'éducation, de la
santé et de 1’hygiéne, du ¢jve-
loppement agricole, de I'hé-
bergement, de la protection so-
ciale, de la construction et de

Lo BeH o0 H/g1
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%o een tuncy.xgnaﬁa
van11nicef zijn er ‘ Zhid-An-

gola al een ha]f miljoen
slachtoffers door droogte en
activiteit van de Unita-rebel-
lenbeweging maar wil de re-
gering in Luanda om politie-
ke redenen hier geen publici-
teit aan geven. Zo blijken de
cijfers die op de ecomferentie
dé ronde deden toch ook weer
niet precies de menselijke el-
lende te weerspiegelen die
zich in Afrika voordoet.

Het einde van de tunnel is
overigens nog lang niet in
zicht want in kringen van de
VN wordt al bijna als vast-
staand feit aangenomen dat
de vluchtelingenstreom 2zal
blijven groeien. Oeganda bij-
voorbeeld blijkt na het aan de
macht komen van Milton
Oote niet zijn stabiliteit te-
ruggevonden te hebben. In de,
laatste weken zija weer hon-
derden Oegandezen naar
Zuid-Soedan gevlucht.

En over de dreigende explo-
sie in zuidelijk Afrika en de
daarmee inherente vluchte-
lingenstroom valt slechts te
speculeren.

Lichtpuntjes

Het gedekoloniseerde. Afri-
ka zit neg zo vol met onopge-
loste politieke conflicten en
telt nog zo veel regimes die
op grove wijze de mensen-
rechten schenden, dat het
viuchtelingenprobleem in de
komende tijd stellig niet in
omvang zal afnemen.

Er zijn desainiettemin wat
lichtpuntjes. De Hege Com-
missaris veor de vluchtelin-
gen van de VN, Poul Hartling,
kon gisteren bekendmaken
dat zijn organisatie begin dit
jaar het werk in Zimbabwe
definitief heeft gestaakt na-
dat 33.000 vluchtelingen, die
gedurende de oorlog naar de
buurlanden waren getrokken,
zijn geherhuisvest; 36.000 Bu-
rundese vluchtelingen zijn
met succes in de Tanzaniaan-
se samenleving opgenomen
en werden enlangs genatura-
liseerd.

En er is één ding waarmee
de Afrikaanse vluchteling

zich van zijn lotgenoten el-

ders in de wereld onder-
scheidt: hem werd nog nooit
asiel ontzegd in het land
waarheen hij vluchtte. Mis-
schien is dat wel de grootste
hoop waaruit Afrika kan put-
ten.

- refugiados.

.ONU

Fluminense - Brazil

A questao dos

refugiados
na Africa

Esta sendo esperada
com grande expectafiva
peta comunidade a Con-
feréncia Internacional de
Assisténcia aos Refu-
giados da Africa (ICARA)
que ira reunir-se em
Genebra, Suiga, de 9 a 10
de abril deste ano, por
determinagdc da ultima
Assembléia Geral da Or-
ganizagio das Nagdes
Unidas que terminoy em
dezembro de 1980.

A Conferéncia visa
dar uma oportunidade
aos governos dos paises
membros e nao membros
da ONU de adquirirem
uma maior compreensio
do problema dos refu-
giados no continente
africano e também de
gardntirem maiores
recursos econdmicos para
uma efetiva e duravel
solugao.

Segundo o dltimo
relatério da ICARA, de
fevereiro deste ano. o
problema dos_refugiados
sé poderd ser resolvido
com o esfor¢o de toda
comunidade interna-
cional. ja que os paises
africanos, em sua maioria
classificados como os
menos desenvolvidos e
das demais baixas rendas
per capita, enfrentam
atualmente um problema
que agrava ainda mais
suas economias que é o
de dar asilo politico a
pelo menos 5 milhdes de
representan-
do esses dados a metade
do total de refugiados da
populagao mundial.

Os dados fornecidos
pelos Governos africanos
para a Comissiao Maxima
para ds Refugiados na
(UNHCR) tendo
em vista a préxima Con-
feréncia Internacional de
Assisténcia aos Refu-
giados da Africa (1CA-
RA), indica que mais de
1,15 bilhdes de ddlares
serdo necessarios * parg
enfrentar as necessidades
dos refugiados do con-
tinente africano.

Os programas
aprovados pela Comissdo
Maxima para os Refu-
giados na ONU e por
outros érgdos ligados a
organizagdo para o cof-
rente ano quanto aos re-
fugiados, d& um montan-
te de 260,8 milhdes de
dblares como a verba dis-
ponfvel. Mesmo assim

Joiao Carlos Karasek

Ja o Diretor Geralda
Organizagdo Interna-
cional do Trabalho (OIT),
Francis Blancherd, diz
que aentidade em que faz
parte, nesses ultimos 30
anos vém sendo afetada
com o problema dos
refugiados de um modo
geral e tratando de resol-
vé-los. Como por exem-
plo o de Chipre em 1974 ¢
no Libano em 1976 onde
a OIT tomou a iniciativa
de fazer répidos projetos
de emergéncia.

Na Africa a OIT vem
treinando os exilados
como mecdnicos de
motores de um modo
geral, carpinteiros e bom-
beiros, como é o caso dos
programas que adotam
em Angola para os
exilados da Namibia; ses-
senta exilados sul afri-
canos sendo treinados na
Tanzdnia., além dos
provenientes de Zimbab-
we e da Namibia na
Repiiblica Arabe Unidae
ainda no Centro Avan-
¢ado e de Treinamento
Técnico da OIT em
Turim. ltalia.

Segundo o Diretor
Geral da Comissao
Méaxima para os Refu.
giados da ONU, Poul
Hartling. no iitimo re-
latério da ICARA de
fevereiro dltimo, a
“Comissao que dirige,
nao estd medindo esfor-
G¢Oos para assegurar o
sucesso da conferéncia
que ira reunir-se de 9a 10
de abril em Genebra, ja
que foram feitas e ainda
ha reuniées e missdes em
uma boa quantidade de
paises no sentido de des-
pertar o interesse e atrair
suportes paraa ICARA".

J4 na revista “Africa
Report™ de fevereiro des-
te ano. Poul Hartling
inicia uma exposigdo
dizendo que de todas as
regides do mundo onde a
Comissdo Maxima para os
Refugiados da ONU" ¢
agiva, a Africa tem o
maior nimero de refu-
giados e de pessoas
deslocadas por motivos
de guerras. Em 1980
metade de toda a ve a
disponivel pela comissip,
cerca de 500 milhdes de
dblares, foram gastos no
continente africano.

O maior problema na
questao dos refugiados
nesse continente’ é na
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estdo concentrados em 30
4campamentos cons-
truidos para esse fime em
povoados organizados
para atendé-los. As mies
e seus filhos consistemem
90 por cento desse mithio
de refugiados.

Qa “Africa Report”
apresenta um quadro es-
tatistico mostrando os Gl
timos dados que se tem
noticia. de abril lde 1980,
onde o problema dos
refugiados se apresenta
da seguinte forma:

1) Na Algeria,
Marrocos e Tunisia exis-
tem cerca de 9.100 re-
fugiados provenientes da
parte Ocidental do Saara;

2) Em Angola,
61.000 vindos da Namibia
e Zaire:

3) Botswana com
20.300 vindos da Africa

do Sul, Namibia. Zim-
babwe e Lesoto;

4) Burundi com
50.000 vindos de Rwanda;

5) Cameron com
30.000 da Guiné
Equatorial;

6) Diibouti com
20.000 da Etiépia;

7) Etidpia com

10.900 do Sudéo e So
malia;

8) Gabao com 60.000
da Guiné Equatorial;

9) Kenya com 6.500
de Uganda e Etiépia;

_10) Lesoto com 250
da Africa do Sul;

11) Mogambique
com 120.000 de Zimbab-
we; .

12) Nigéria com 370
da Guiné Equatorial;

13) Rwanda com
8.500 de Burundi e Ugan-
da;

14) Somilia com
500.000 {sé nos acam-
pamentos) da Etiopia;

15) Sudido com
330.000 da Etiépia,
Uganda e Zaire;

16) Swazilandia com
3.700 da Africa do Sule
Mogambique:

17) Uganda com
112.400 de Rwanda e
Zaire:

18) Tanzdnia com

160.000 -de Rwanda.
Burundi e Uganda;

19)  Zaire com
653.000 de Angola,

Rwanda e Burundi;

20)  Zambia com
80.000 de Zimbabwe,
Angolae Africa do Sul.

Finalizando, a Con-
feréncia Internacional de
Assisténcia aos Refu-
giados da Africa (ICARA)
num de seus documentos
para a reunido de abril
vindouro. entitulado “A
Situagdo do Refugiado na
Africa: .Propostas ‘e
Medidas de Asslsténcia”,
indica que dentro do total
de 1.15 bilhdes de ddlares
necessitados para os
programas de refugiados
na Africa, aproxima-
damente 450 milhdes de
ddlares serdao necessarios

dizer, em 1981 e 1982, In-
cluidos estdo 69,2 mithdes
de ddlares. que serao
necessarios’ para satis-
fazer as medidas de emer-
géncia como é o caso de
alimentos e abrigos dos
refugiados recém che-
gados ou que estio em?
acampamentos de so-
corro nos diversos paises
africanos.

Na lista das neces-
sidades no documento,
estdo ainda incluidos
511.1 milhdes de délares
para uma assisténcia
adicional e direta para
refugiados e os que re-
gressam. Dentro das des-
pesas prioritirias para-.
uma direta assisténcia as
areas de maior importin-
cia sio a de educagdo
(104.1 milhdes de do-
lares): salide e saneamen-
to (98 mithdes); desenvol-
vimento agricola (89.1
milhdes) e abrigos
(52.1 milhdes).
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du Burundi

UNE INITIATIVE BURUNDAISE

LA GCONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE SUR

L' ASSISTANCE AUX REFUGIES EN
AFRIQUE

Il y a environ 5 millions de
réfugiés africains .... en Afrique.
On les rencontre d chaque coin
de rue dans les villes et dans les
campagnes.On ne les remarque
pas souvent ou plutit, on les
regarde sans les voir.C’est parce
que une fois leur cause entendue,
les réfugiés africains se mélent
et se confondent aisément avec
les populations natives du pays
d'accueil et déploient des efforts
pour s’intégrer le plus rapide-
ments possi le.L’hOsEitalité afri-
caine étant ce qu’elle est, le ré-
fugié africain est généralement
accueilli avec égards, malgré les
ressources limitées dont dispo-
sent souvent. les populations lo-
calesMéme dans les conditions
les plus malheureuses,le refugié
africain n’est jamaiscjeté a la
mery;il n'est pas du tout margi-
nalisé.

L’intégration quasi naturelle
du réfugié africain dans son
milieu d’accueil est souvent a l'o-
rigine d'une indifférence généra-
lisée de la communauté interna-
tional® vis-d-vis du drame.Pour-
tant ces hommes, ces femmes,
ces enfants expatriés ont des
problémes que ne peuvent résou-

dre laide trés limitée du Haut
Commissariat des Nations Unies+
pour les Réfugiés et toute la
générosité du pays d’accueil.

Le Burundiqui héberge entre
200.000 et 250.000 réfu iés, est
trés sensible a ce probime et

tente par tous les moyens d’a-
méliorer le sort de ceux-i.
Conscient des limites de ses res-
sources et de la portée de son
action , le Burundi a entrepris
de sensibiliser d’abord les autres
pays africains membres de 'OUA
ensuite toute la communauté in-

ternationale, sur la nécessité de
s'occuper de facon durable des
réfugiés africains .C’est ainsi qu'il
a pris Pheureuse linitiative de
proposer  la  tenue d'une
Conférence Internationale sur
PAssistance aux Réfugiés en Afri-
que. M. Térence Nsanze,Ambassa-
deur du Burundi auprés de I'Of-
fice des Nations Unies et des
Organisations Internationales d
Genéve et premier promoteur
de la confﬁ')rence explique au
¢Renouveauy lorigine et les
perspectives de la conférence qui
se tiendra du 9 au 10 avril 1981
a Genéve.
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UNE INITIATIVE BURUNDAISE
La conférence Internationale

sur I’Assistance
aux Réfugiés en

Suite de la premiére page.
Q. MONSIEUR L‘AMBASSADEUR,
VOULEZ-VOUS NOUS DIRE
COMMENT EST NEE L°IDEE D'UNE
CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE
SUR L‘ASSISTANCE A DONNER AUX
REFUGIES AFRICAINS?

Térence Nsanze: Clest au cours du
second trimestre de I'année 1980 que je
me suis résolu 3 soumettre aux déléga-
tions africaines a Genéve un projet que je
nourrissais depuis quelques années. De-
puis un certain nombre d'années, on assi-
stait 3 un accroissement vertigineux du
nombre de réfugiés africains. Lorsqu'on
essaie de scruter les causes fondamentales
de ce phénoméne,ona de la peine a con-
clure qu'il résulte de Phistoire coloniale.
Cette situation différe des événements qui
sont survenus en Europe apreés les deux
guerres mondiales. L’afflux de réfugiés
africains découle, soit des conflits fronta-
liers entre les Etats, soit des conditions
sociales, économiques, politiques et hu-
maines en rapport direct’ avec le passé.
Dans tous les cas énumérés, on découvre
I’héritage de conjonctures antérieures.

Q: Quelle est alors la part de I'héritage co-
lonial?

T.N. Il est exclu de prétendre quantifier
mathématiquement la part qui incombe
aux circonstances révolues et celles de-
vant relever des conjonctures qui ont sur-
gi pendant la période postcoloniale: tou-
tefois, il serait téméraire d’écarter la thése
imputant la plupart des exodes des réfu-
gi€s au démembrement des territoires et
des nations sans tenir compte des contin-
gences et des particularités propres a cha-
que cas. De méme, lorsqu'il s'agit des
expatriés ayant fui leurs patries a la suite
des conflits internes, la cause de ceux—i’
peut-étre cherchée dans le germe semé
soit au cours de I'ére coloniale, soit artifi-
ciellement forgés a la weille des indépen-
dances, au moment ou les maitres en pla-
ce se sentaient a la veille de leur éviction.
Q: Monsieur I'Ambassadeur, pourquoi la
conférence précisément en ce moment ?
Ne vientelle pas vir peu trop tardive-
ment?

T.N. Effwﬁven]ent, la tenue de cette
Conférence Internationale sur I’ Assistance
aux Réfugiés en Afrique aurait di avoir
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M. Nsanze Térence ambassadeur du Burundi auprés
des organismes spécialisés des Nations Unies et la Suisse.

éveiller la conscience humaine universelle
est attribuable 4 . un concours de circon-
stances concomittantes.» Premierement,
les peuples africains . en général, et les
Barundi en particulier, se caractérisent’
par une magnanimité humaine rarement
égalée. Cette prédisposition africaine 3
accueillr les freres et soeurs en détresse a
conduit la Communauté Internationale a
ne se soucier que modestement du sort
des réfugiés sur notre continent. Pour il-
lustrer cette caractéristique humaine, il
suffit d’établir unparallélisme entre les 5
millions de réfugiés africains qui ont été
accueillis dans les pays ou ils ont afflué
pour y partager les maigres ressources
avec les populations natives, et la.détresse
a laquelle ont été acculés les réfugiés du
Sud-Est asiatique dont bon nombre
d’entre eux ont été confinés a 13 mer, des
tinés au naufrage et i lanoyade au su

et vu de ceux-i qui étaient normalement
censé répondre avec empressement au
S.0.S. désespérement lancé  par les can-
didats au désastre jusqu'a étre désignés
sous le sinistre vocable de « Boat People».

Deuxiémement, I'ahsence, l'insuffisance

ou la pauvreté des mass media en Afri-
que. Dans nos pays, les moyens d'infor-
mation demeurent précaiwes et donc
impuissants & projeter a grand renfort la
gravité des pénibles conditions dans les-
quelles se débattent les réfugiés.
Ainsi, le monde extérieur, ignorant des
miséres dans lesquelles vivent ces étres hu-
Inains s’avere h&pable de voler a leur
Secours.

Troisiémement, certaines régions ont
réussi en vertu de la géopolitique mondia-
le et de leur situation stratégique a éclip-
ser tout un continent , I’ Afrique.

Voila les raisons parmi les principales qui
ont retardé la"tenue de cette conférence.
Le soucis qui habitait les délégations
africaines a Genéve quant au sort de leurs
congénéres réfugiés les a exhortées a défier
1a triple cause évoquée ci- dessus.
Q: Quelle est I'éwolution de la préparation’
de la conférence?
T.N. Le groupe africain accrédité auprés
de | Office des Nations Unies a Genéve: et
des Organisations Internationales, promo-
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conisé dés le départ la conjugaison des ef-
forts et des génies de l'organisation Inter-
africaine , de I'ONU et du Haut Commis-
sariat des Nations Unies pour les R éfugiés

, (HCR). Dans cette optique, les délégués
africains ont trouvé opportun de suggérerque

I'ONU, I'OUA et le H.C.R. procédent a
l'organisation de la conférence. Cette ap-
proche a été approuvée par le sommet
des Chefs d’Etat africains 4 Freetown et
enteériné par la  35éme session de 'Agsem

blée Générale des Nations Unies.

La phase préparatoire proprement dite
est menée par plusieurs catégories de
responsables a savoir le Secrétariat Géné-
ral des Nations Unies et de I'OUA, le co-
mité ad hoc du groupe africain 2 Genéve
compos¢ de 7 membres, dont le Burundi,
et le HC.R. Il a été demandé aux Etats
requérants de confectionner des docu-
ments englobant des projets susceptibles
de cadrer avec les besoins des réfugiés.

La phase prochaine consistera & commu-
niquer aux Etats donateurs les projets
proposés et destinés a la conférence.
Quant au mouvement de sengibilisation, il
a été mis en branle sur la proposition de
la délégation du Burundi a Genéve. Dans
ce cas, le comité ad hoc du goupe Afri-
cain i Genéve a déja organisé des rencon

tres avec les divers autres groupes régio-
naux. Lors de ces réunions, les négocia-
tions portent sur la nésessité pour les do-
nateurs potentiels d’étre sensibilisés préa-
lablement a la conférence sur la responsa-
bilité¢ qui incombe a la communauté hu-
maine vis-a-vis du drame africain. Des re-
présentants de tous les Etats et organis-
mes internationaux approchés par notre
Comité ad hoc ont la faculté de s'enquérir
sur les objectifs visés par la conférence en
question, sur I'utilisation des sommes pro-
mises.

Q: En quoi la présente conférence est-elle
spécifique?

T.N. 11 est évident que cette conférence
revét un cachet historique et partant, res-,
sort des programmes habituels du H.C.R.
Ces derniers se limitaient généralement
aux secours d'urgence en faveur des réfu-
giés fraichement arrivés et, a la rigueur,
étaient étendus a leur installation.

En revanche, la conférence Interna-

tionale qui se déroulera du 9 au 10 avril
1981 a Geneéve englobera tous les sec-
teurs de la vie du réfugié: et de fagon du-
rable.
Les promotteurs de la conférence et les
Etats qu'ils représentent mettent I'accent
sur I'implantation définitive des réfugiés.
Pour atteindre cet objectif, la conférence
visera a fournir les fonds non plus exclué-
sivement confinés aux opérations tradit-
tionnelles du H.C.R., mais a mettre sur
pied des infrastructures nécessitées par les
besoins des réfugiés dans divers domaines,
notamtnent les secteurs agricoles, scolai-
res, médicaux, sociaux etc...

Q: La conférence wa-t-elle aboutir a la
création d‘un organisme international
spécialisé pour les réfugids africains?

T.N. Au stade actuel, on tend vers
I'nstauration d’un Fonds qui sera alimen-
té par les contrubutions apportées par les
donateurs. Dans le méme ordre d'idées,
I'on préveit la création d’un conseil
d'administration chargé de gérer le Fonds
a naitre...

Propos recueillis par Jean NZEYIMANA
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‘ suffereance, perhaps even a poli-
 tical embarrassment at the mer-
cy and-whim of the government
and le of the country into
which she steps. The answer,
therefore, to the question
“Whose problem are the- re-
fugees?” 15: The host country.

And, because of the general
understanding of the plight of
the refugees and their causes,
most countries, especially in
Africa, accept this responsibility
and respond in the name of
common humanity and hospi-
tality.

MORE than five million refugees — half of
the world’s refugee population — are in
Africa. It was with this staggering reality in
mind that the U.N. General Assembly, on
November 25, 1980, called for the conven-
ing of an international conference to mobil-
ise assistance for refugees in Africa.

The cénference will be held at the ministerial
level on April 9 and 10 next year in Geneva, and
the General Assembly has already begun a
massive campaign for support of the conference .
and for help to countries of Asylum.

Speaking after the adoption of the U.N.
resolution, the current president of the General
Assembly, Rudiger von Wechmar, said: “Afri-
can states have responded to refugee situations
with understandinf and generosity by accepting
millions of homeléss and destitute people in
accordance with their long standing tradition of
hospitality.”
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By
MUKAMI IRERI

However, he stressed, many of those African
countries. were the least equipped to bear the
burden of refugees, since they themselves are
among the poorest and least developed nations in
the world. . :

‘There are two major theories advanced by
political ‘gnd social scientists regarding the cause
of refugees. '

. One theory is that the modern-day population
explosion creates pressure on lands and towns,
and consequently on governments, which in-
creases the vulnerability of certain groups of
pe_(l)gle to displacement. : .

e other theory argues that. where new
ideologies arise or new central governments fight
for a grip and for the defence of often arbitrary
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frontiers, refugee populations are inevitable.
Whatever the cause of refugee populations in

Africa — rapid population
instability — it is expecte

problem will get worse in the near future before

1t gets better.

‘T'he majority of African
refugees are not political.
Most of them are dis-

laced from their homes

use they are mem
bers of an ethnic minor-
ity, because they can no
longer practise their reli-
gions in their countries, or
simply to avoid death in
war, Also, the majority of
refugees are women.

Since 1950, the United
Nations High Commis-
sioner for Regugees
(U.N.H.C.R.) has been
charged with the responsi-
bility of extending inter-
national protection to re-
fugees and of mobilising
emergency and perma-
nent solutions for their

plight.

/icims of f |

events
often
beyond

their
control
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frowth or political
that the refugee

The emergency measures in-
clude provision of food, shelter,
clothing and health care, while
the permanent solutions sought
by the UNHCR include volun-
tary repatriation of the refugees
to their home countries, assist-
ance in rchabilitation, integra-
tion in the country of asylum and
resettlement in other countries
when that is needed.

Although the UNHCR has

ained widespread respect over

e years for doing this most
useful work, its diplomatic
duties have been made in-
creasingly difficult by the defen-
sive atmosphere of many poten-
tial and actual host countries.
While the organisation remains
the main arm of the internation-
al community dealing with the

humanitarian work of relief re-
fugees, there are instances

|
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BOYS will be boys . . . these refugee youngsters still find time to
clown for the cameraman.

THIS girl, pictured at a refugee camp in Tanzania, eloguently
typifies the plight of Africa’s five million displaced people.

where other UN agencies and
voluntary badies such as church
roug and the International

ed Cross organisations play im-
portant roles.

The World Food Programme
2WFP the Children’s Fund
UNICEF), Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation (FAQ) and
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), to

A WOMAN'S work is never done: These refugees get down to

name a few, have at various
times all shared expertise and

- resources to meet desperate hu-

man needs.

But, cven combined, these
organisations can do only so
much. A refugee, after making
the decision to flee his or her

* country, becomes someone with-

out a home, a job or a country,
an uninvited guest accepted on

doing, in their new “home,” what they were doing in their own

countries.

Compared to other African -

countries, Kenya’s refugee prob-
lem is minimal. During the first
four months of 1980, some 2,000
Ugandan refugees were repatri-
ated voluntarly.. At the same
time, a small number of Ethio-
pian and Rwandese refugees
came to Kenya. The refugee
population in Kenya, by the end

~of April, 1980, therefore, was

vome 3,500 people, consisting of
1,800 Ethiopians, 1,000 Rwan-
dese, 500 Ugandans and a small
group from various other coun-
tries.

Somalia, on the other hand,
tops the African list with 1.5
milion refugees, mainly from the
Ogaden region and from
Djibouti. Somalia is one of the
poorest countries in the world,
and its refugee population is
almost half its entire population
of 3.5 million.

The aim of the forthcoming
conference in Geneva is to solicit
more funds for host countries so
that they can deal with their
respective refugee problems
more effectively and more hu-
manely, and to seek permanent
solutions to their problems, such
as repatriation. The conference
will also address itself to the
elimination of the causes of dis-
placement.

Currently, the total budget for
YNHCR is only 80 million dol-
" ars a year for refugees in Africa.

‘onsidering that Africa has five

_nillion refugees, that works out

40 only 16 dollars per African
wefugee per year — a measly
pittance.

Since most of the 80 million
dollars a year allocated for Afri-
can refugees comes from West-

ern courttries, it is a major objed
tive of the Geneva conference ¥

that the USSR and the oil-tich
Arab-countries will be moved to
~ontribute more to the cause. It
s also hoped that the United
tates, the richest country in the
orld, will increase their con-
tribution substantially.
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OGADEN’S REFUGEES
DYING IN CAMPS
OF HOPELESSNESS

By KENNETH €L.

border

KE. near the Somali-Ethiopia
i, Bo’a refugee camps

T TNDER an -hour’s bone-jarring ride from
here across some of the world’s most
merciless countryside small-scale skirmishes
have again started between Somali guerrillas
and the Soviet-backed Ethiopian Army.

The latest flare-up in the long-standing dispute
over the wasteland, known as the Ogaden, is no
su@rise. But that the. _Somalis should be involved m
mititary conflict, even through the West Somali

Liberation Front is
intredible. y
“omalia’is at the heart of
e world’s‘grimmest refugee
prgblem and:it is-om'é that in
part, at least, can be.attri-
bmted to the Ogaden fighting.
.The conflict has helped to

driye thousands of nomadic
‘peasants: away from their tradi-
tional  grounds, east into
Somalia.

At the best of times they
scrape a hard and meagre liv-
ing, mpving their goats and
camels from ~water hole. to
water hole..

. Seeking sanctuary.

*Blt for months, they have
been crossing the disputed
horder to find sanctuary, and
they hoped food -and water.
Pdrhaps there are two million
of them. perhaps nbot.
Statistics in Somalia are diffi-
cults to ascertain, but'oﬁmlals
in~Mogadishu, the capital, say
there are 1,300,000 refugees in
camps across the country,

‘outside -them' perhaps a -

nitflion more. -

Whatever " the figures,
whether the starving pitiful
bunches of rag and bone are
from the Ogaden or not, is
irrelevant. Their story is told
at-the two Bo'a camps.

Tt took a 14-hour Land-Rover
drive fo visit the camps known
as Bo’a One and Bo'a Two.

The rutted strip north-west
from’ the capital took us past
sun-bleached corpses of animals
for which early rains have
come too late.
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-While I was at Bo's, with a
tatal refugee population of
84,000, eight people died, six
of them babies. :

I 'watched the graves being
dug and was shown one of the
victims' eyes. still . open and
staring, awaiting its turn. One
mather walked around with her
dead infant already stiff-limbed.
~iIn' Camp' Two, housing Oga-
den: refugees 'who have been
meved from border transit
eantns, 20 or 30 died each day.
Seventy per cent. of the refu-
gees are malnourished. probably
from  dysenterv, diarrhoea,
measles, anaemia, or worse.
Nothing can be done for them.
- Bo’a Two is only six weeks
old. Tt'is sited behind a small

‘rivér that is beginning to flow

again, but with water so con-
taminated it is more of a dan-
ger than a life-saver to the
refugees.

Hopeless feeling

The feeling in the camps is
onme’ of hopelessness.  During
my brief visit, a Somali doctor
artived, the first visit bv any
Sémali- ‘medical person in six
weeks. '

The refugees get onlv corn
avid"oil from the authoritiés in
Mogadishu, despite the re-
sponse of international bodies,
charities, relief agencies and
governments to appeals for
hehn. : ‘ :

. 'They receive 40 grammes of
0il, 300 of corn and, if they
are-lucky, the same of wheat.
‘They may manage an intake
0£-1.000 to 1,100 calories daily.

They live -in -beehive huts,
fasiioned . from thorn twigs
and. covered with anyvthing
from brown paper to biis of
plastic.

DATILY TELEGRAPH London 10.4.81

When 1 visited, with col-

leagues, we were mistaken for
doctors, because we were
white, and proferred al] ‘forms
or sick children to heal.
One mother quietly rocked
her  two-year-old daughter,
Faddma, riddled with Guinea
Worm disease, and: obviously
within hours of death. Anpther
showed me a large tumotr on
];ti;r baby’s neck. Could /] cure
1t! -

Many children showed the
tell-tale  swollen bellies- and
gger hair, - colour . of
kwashiorkor.

The children, and old: people
had walked to safety f[‘OIII)'l G%di
in Ethiopia. It had taken five
days to reach a transit camp,
where there was nothing for
them, before being transférred
here, where there is not quite
nothing. .

Tuberculosis  -is ~ another
scourge of the refiigee camps.
But where is all the medical
aid, like the fifty-odd ton con-
signment flown over by Mr
LEdward Daly’s world airways on
Monday? :

Third of aid.

I got the answer from Dr
Antti Muuronon, medical team
leader. League of Red. Cross
Societies, at Bo’a.

Dr Muuronen, 25, a. nutri-
tionist from Woodstock, near
Oxford, bitter, angry and hope-
lessly frustrated, said: * This
has been my first. job in the
field and it is all so disappoint-
ing. .

“We hear about all the pro-
visions and help arriving in
Mogadishu. Well T have calcu-
lated that of everything des-
tined for us here one third dis-
appears on the rnad; one third
disappears from the camp itself,
and one third gets where it is
supposed to.”

Dr Muuronen said he needed
60,000 gallons of water' a day
for the refugecs. He gets no-
thing. The refugees have begun
drinking polluted river water
with devastating effects.

For Bo’a Two camp, the one
with over 1,100 deaths in its
five-week existence, Dr Muur-
onen needs six tons of - food
daily. He has been getting five
tons a week.

‘It is criminal’

A story illustrating the theft
and corruption, a nightmare in
all refugee situations, ' came
from a British technician work-
ing at a sugar factory some
distance from the camps.

“l am not giving my name
for obvious reasons but I can
assure you that people round
here in a small town' on the
way to the camps pay, extor-
tionate rates for flour and other
goods marked  from, © for
example, the United States. It
is criminal.”

I understand that the number
of forcign doctors now in
Somalia with relief and aid
teams have advised their head
offices to ‘threaten to cut off
all further help unless the
Somali authorities take swift
genuine action to- stop the Joss
of so much incoming material,

A French journalist who visi-

ted ‘a refugee camp on the
southern border of the ©gaden
told me he had spoken to a
German doctor who accused the
résponsible Somalis of commit:
ting  “genocide,” against ' the
refugee population.
. They were, according to this
admittedly secondhand account,
content to let momads die in
their thousands while profiting
from the theft of dpnated -sup-
plies. : :

Some of the refugee camps
have been described as “ death
camps” because of the high
rates of mortality,

Meanwhile, the call again has
gone out for arms for guerril-
las, apparently gearing up once
more to take on Ethiopia, the
Cubans who fight with them,
and their Russian advisers,
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| CINQUE MILIONI DI PROFUGHI AFRICANI SONO
UNA TRAGEDIA MUNDIALE

Crescono ogni giorno
le bocche da sfamare

Il caso pit clamoroso e quello della Somalia la cui popolazione
ha avuto un abnorme incremento - Necessita di soluzioni durature

di GAETANO
NANETTI

La tragedia dei cinque mi-
lioni di profughi africani sol-
leva enormi problemi che
incidono sull'immediato, ma
anche sul futuro, e coinvol-
gono non soltanto i rifugiati,
ma anche i paesi che li ospi-
tano. Il caso piu clamoroso &

uello della Somalia, che con
il milione e mezzo di profu-
ghi (ma la cifra reale si avvi-
cina ai due milioni perché al-
le persone registrate occor-
re aggiungere quelle che non
hanno assolto alle formalita
burocratiche) ha subito di
punto in bianco un abnorme
incremento della popolazio-
ne. Tutte bocche in piu da
sfamare, da ricoverare, da
assistere, anche se  tutte
queste incombenze vengono
assolte in modo tuttora pre-
cario.

La Somaha € un Paese po-

vero, impegnato in un fati--

coso processo di sviluppo,
duramente provato da una
persistente siccitad. Tutti i
suoi problemi si sono tripli-
cati. Il governo di Mogadi-~
scio fa quello che pud, con

impegno e generosita, avva-
lendosi anche dell’aiuto in-
ternazionale coordinato dal-
I’Alto Commissariato dell’O-
NU per i rifugiati. Ma la si-~
tuazione travalica le sue
possibilita erla situazione ri-
mane drammatica, nei cam-
pi di raccolta e fuori di essi.
Una sola cifra basta a rende-
re l'idea: per I'anno in corso
& previsto un deficit alimen-
tare valutabile intorno ai 163
milioni di tonnellate di der-
rate. Alla penuria di cibo si
aggiunge la carenza di acqua
potabile. Da tempo, in molti
dei trenta campi profughi
I'acqua & razionata ai livelli
minimi indispensabili.

La Somalia & un caso limi-
te. Ma la situazione non &
molto diversa, almeno quali-
tativamente, nei numerosi
altri paesi africani che ospi-
tano i rifugiati. E’ a.questi
problemi che rivolgeranno
la loro attenzione i rapore-

Nei luoghi di raccolta, i
profughi vivono spesso in
condizioni pegglon di quelle,
gia misere, in cui si trovava-

no nei paesi d’origine. Vivo-
no sotto tende improvvisate,
dormono per terra, non han-
no assistenza sanitaria, le
malattie mietono vittime a
centinaia. La popolazione
dei campi € costituita in pre-
valenza da donne e bambini.
L’assenza di uomini validi ha
piu di una spiegazione. Se
I'esodo & stato causato da
eventi bellici, per esempio
una guerriglia, come & acca-
duto nel Ciad, in Namibia,
nello Zimbabwe, gli uomini
sono impegnati nelle azioni
militari. Se invece anche gli
uomini hanno abbandonato i
luoghi d’origine, molti di essi
preferiscono vivere al di
fuori dei campi nella speran-
za di trovare qualche saltua-
rio lavoro che procuri loro
un po’ di denaro. In entram-
bi i casi, la tragedia dei pro-
fughi si complica a causa
della dolorosa separazione
delle famiglie, che spesso si
prolunga per mesi senza la
possibilita di scambiarsi no-
tizie,

Ce dunque l'esige 1za di
realizzare una mobilitazione
immediata per frontegglare
'emergenza e fornire ai pro-

fughi I'indispe e al loro
sostentamentom ﬁtldlano
Ma al tempo stesso si 1mpo-

ng la ricerca di soluzioni in
grado di alleggerire il peso
che oggi grava sui paesi
ospitanti. Non mancano cer-
to preoccupazioni e timori,
alcuni addiritura paradossa-

li. Se gli aiuti internazionali -

raggiungeranno livelli consi-
stenti, ¢’¢ perfino chi teme
che il tenore di vita dei pro-
fughl finisca per diventare
pil alto di quello della popo-
lazione del paese ospite...

Tradotto in linguaggio afri-
cano, cid significa che all’in-
terno dei campi vivra gente
che disporra di una scodella
di minestra assicurata ogni
giorno, mentre fuori c’¢ gen-
te che soffre abitualmente la
fame Questa & purtroono la

Occorre poi guardare al
futuro, specie laddove si ha
ragione di ritenere che esi-
stono ben poche possibilita,
almeno in tempi ragionevoli,
di un ritorno in patria dei
profughi. Si debbono allora
trovare soluzioni durature,
capaci di integrare i rifugiati
e farli partecipi delle attivi--
ta produftive del paese ospi-
te. Ma anche qui i problemi
non sono di poco conto e an-
cora una volta si scontrano
con situazioni di miseria.
\Non si deve dimenticare che
la.maggioranza dei profughi
non possiede né l'attitudine
né 'educazione indispensa-
bili per affrontare un radi-
cale mutamento dei modi di
vita. Essi provengono in ge-
nere dalle zone rurali e si
pud quindi ipotizzare, al piu,
una loro immissione nel set-
tore agricolo o dell’alleva-
mento. Ma in tal caso, essi fi-
nirebbero per entrare in
concorrenza con la popola-
zione locale per 'uso dei ma-
gri pascoli o l'utilizzazione
delle scarse terre a disposi-
zioni.

Piu in generale, il dramma
dei profughi si pone in ter-
mini che la conferenza di Gi-
nevra non potra certo risol-
vere, perché implicauna vo-
lonta che finora non & riusci-
ta a formarsi: la volonta di
mutare i rapporti fra paesi
industrializzati e paesi sot-
tosviluppati nel quadro diun
nuovo ordine economico in-
ternazionale. I profughi afri-
cani sono, tra l'altro, la con-
seguenza del permanere di
clamorosi squilibri fra ricchki
e poveri. Cosi come sono la
conseguenza delle guerre.
La conclusione negoziata

della guerriglia nello Zim-
babwe ha consentito il ritor-
no alloro paese di migliaia di
profughi sparsi nel Mozam-
bico, in Zambia, in Tanzania.
Una soluzione del problema
namibiano consentirebbe di
realizzare un risultato ana-
logo per i profughi ora rifu-
giati in Angola. E il supera-
mento del razzismo in Sud
Africa darebbe la possibilita
ai profughi sudafricani di fa-
re ritorno alla loro terra dal
Botswana o dal Lesotho.

Con le loro sofferenze, i
profughi africani ci esortano
a meditare sul molto lavoro
che ancora attende gli uomi-
ni di buona volonta per rea-
lizzare un mondo migliore,
fondato sulla giustizia, la pa-
ce, la tolleranza.

AVVENIRE  9.4,81
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UN seeks Gulf aid
for Afrlcan Moslems

By Sheila Richardson

AN URGENT appeal for
aid to the five million
mainly Mosiem refugees of
Africa 1s now going out to
the Gulf states.

Top United Nations officials
and African leaders are calling
for $1 billion over five years to
control a continent-wide crisis
that shows no signs of subsid-

ing. -

Said the UN deputy High
Commissioner for Refugees,
Dale De Haan, in Bahrain this
week:

“There are towns with a
population of 10,000 that have
been faced with a sudden influx
of 100,000 refugees.

**These are catastrophic
situations.

* Africa’s current refugee aid
programmes can't cope.'”

The UN estimates that half
>f the world’s refugee popula-
tion 1s in Africa.

Hardly a country on the con-
tinent has been left unaffected
by the millions of homeless
people roaming across almost
every border.

The most seriously affected
area at present is the Homn of

Africa, where a drought in,

Somalia has added the threat of
starvation to the refugees
woes.

“That area is in need of
emergency aid for at least six
months” said Mr De Haan.

Gulf leaders have - been
asked to attend a ‘‘quick
impact conference’ next
month in Geneva called for by
the Organisation for African
Unity (OAU).

Ministers from round the
world will be asked to help by
Qﬁcnng financial aid.

Bahrain’s Foreign Minister, Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khaiita (left) discusses the Atrican

refugess problem with Or Yakubu Sanka, and Iz Bale Ds Haan.

In the Gulf now canvassing
support for the conference with
UN officials are three African
officials, including the Deputy
Foreign Minister for the
Republic of Ghana, Dr
Yakubu Saaka.

Said Dr Saaka:

“Bahrain has been our first
stop in the Gulf. The Foreign
Minister here has been very
encouraging with us.

“T'm certain Bahrain will be
well represented at the confer-
ence, and 1 bope we will meet
with as much support when we
goon to the other Gulfstates.”

The African delegation was
also in Doha this week.

Other stops on the Gulf leg
of their lour include Abu
Dhabi, Muscat and Kuwait.

They will leave the Guif to
go on to the conference in
Geoeva to be held April 9-10.
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"AFRIKA: VISE OD
 PET MILJUNA

MAGAZIN 1ZBJEGLICA"

Bez domovine

i buducnosti

@ Svaki drugi
izbjeglica u
svijetu danas
je Afrikanac.
Cijelo
stanovnistvo
jednog Tunisa,
Nigera ili
Malija bez
ognjista je i
krova nad
glavom, bez
ikakve
sigurnosti

tu danas je Afrikanac. Od
h deset milijuna izbjeglica ko-
liko ih, kako se procjenjuje, ima u
ovom trenutku, polovina zivi na
»Crnome kontinentu. Cijelo sta-
novnistvo jednog Tunisa, Nigera
ili Malija bez domovine je, sigur-
nosti i buduc¢nosti. Vise od pet mi-
lijuna, mahom djece, Zzena i stara-
ca, u Africi ostalo je bez ognjista
i krova nad glavom kao zrtve ne-
cega 5to je izvan njihove moci. Po-
bjegli su pred ratnim strahotama,
rasjstiékim brutalnostima, gladi.
P_a ipak ova golema ljudska trage-
dija dosad je izmicala pazniji
svjetske javnosti, koja je daleko
pomnije. pratila sudbinu izbjegli-
ca qup_goistoCnoj Aziji. 1 pruzala
lzdas'nl)u pomoc¢ nego li golemoj
armiji africkih izbjeglica.

S vaki drugi izbjeglica u svij'e»

Tko je odgovoran za
izbjeglice?

Broj ljudi bez ognjista i domovi-
ne u Africi neprekidno se poveca-
va. U zadnjih deset godina udese-
tostrucio se. Godine 1977. Afrika
je imala oko tri milijuna izbjegh-
ca, 1978. ta se brojka popela na Ce-
tiri i po milijuna da bi danas pre-
masila pet milijuna. Najveci broj
izbjeglica u Africi nalazi se na
~rogu« kontinenta a Somalija, ko-
ja ima 37 milijuna stanovnika,
»povecala« se za jednu trecinu, jer
ima — 1250000 ljudi bez domovi-
ne. U Sudanu ima oko 400000 iz-
bjeglica, u Dibutiju 300.000, gra-
danski rat u Cadu prisilio je na
desetke tisuca ljudi da potrazi
skloniste u Kamerunu, Nigeru i
Sudanu, Etiopija ima na sstotine
tisuca raseljenih osoba«, u Tanza-
niji je naslo utocCiste gotovo

. tad MNA 1 oA

Organizacija africkog jedinstva
(OAJ) dosad je u dva navrata
(1967. i 1979) pokusavala iznaci
riesenje za ljude bez domovine,

polazeéi od stajalista, kako je to -

tanzanijski predsjednik dr Dzuli-
jus Njerere rekao na sveafrickoj
konferenciji o izbjeglicama u pro-
liece 1979. u Arusi: »Ovi tjudi (iz-
bjeglice) nasa su odgovornoste,
zauzimajuci se da africke zemlje
medusobno podijele teret. Medu-
tim, ocito je da »crni« kontinent,
koji tesko nosi kolonijalno naslje-
de a pogoden brzim porastom sta-
novnistva, velikom nezaposleno-
$¢u, usporenim privrednim ra-
stom, velikim dugovima u inozem-
stvu, gladu i bolestima, nije u sta-
nju da se sam nosi s tim golemim
teretom. Doduse africke drzave i
hisu same jer im pomaze Visoki
komesarijat Ujedinjenih naroda
za izbjeglice, koji na zalost raspo-
laze mrsavim fondovima. Na pri-
mjer Komesarijat je 1978. utrosio
na izbjeglice ukupno 50 milijuna
dolara od ¢ega je samo dio upu-
¢en u Afriku.

Nedostizna milijarda
dolara

_ Upravo stoga je ovog tjedna u
Zenevi. na inicijativu Organizacije

africkog jedinstva sazvana dvo-

dnevna konferencija o africkim
izbjeglicama pod pokrovitelj-
stvom svjetske organizacije. Pre-
ma procjenama specijalizirane
agencije UN za hranu (FAO) 30 af-
rickih zemalja nalaze se ovoga
trenutka takoreci u bezizlaznoj si-
tuaciji jer nisu u stanju osigurati
dovolino hrane i pitke vode svom
stanovnistvu a da se o izbjeglica-
ma i ne govori. Prema istoj pro-
riani eama da bhi ge osicurala hra-

lo bi prijeko potrebno pronaci —

milijardu dolara. Dosad je na Ze-
- nevskoj konferenciji osigurana

jedva, polovina te svote. 1 dok su
zemlje u razvoju i nerazvijeni od-
lu¢ili da odvoje najvise koliko mo-
gu, najrazvijeniji su Skrto posezali

u svoje duboke kese.

Razumije se, niti od jedne se
konferencije ne moze ocekivati
da preko noc¢i rijesi jedan takav
slozen problem kao Sto je ljudska
tragedija od pet milijuna africkih
izbjeglica, koja se napokon isto
tako nije stvorila preko noci. Ali
ako se ima na umu da istodobno
razvijene zemlje i vojno-politicki
blokovi svake godine ulazu 500
milijuna dolara u bezglavu trku u
naoruzavanju dok u izbjeglickim
logorima u Somaliji ili u ugand-
skoj pokrajini Karamoda dnevno
umiru stotine djece, zena i stara-
ca od gladi, onda je sebi¢nost bo-
gatih neshvatljiva. Jer, bilo bi do-
voljno da veliki samo za koji po-
stotak smanje vojne budzete pa
da se nahrani armija izbjeglica. |
ne samo u Africi. Napokon upra-
vo su veliki na africki »rog« kao

‘na vjesalicu objesili gomile oru-

Zja, ali malosto su ucinili da bi na-

hranili mnoga gladna usta u Eti-

opiji i Somaliji, a da se izbjeglice
ne spominju, kojih upravo najvise

Medutim, najvec¢a ljudska tra-
gedija — a to je neosporno sudbi-
na izbjeglica — ne moze se samo
riesavati uz financijsku pomoc
medunarodne zajednice. Na pri-
mijer u Somaliji od 1250000 izbje-
glica, samo nekih 600.000 do
700000 zivi u izbjeglickim logori-
ma gdje im se moze pruziti orga-
nizirana pomoc. Ostali lutaju kao
nomadi, slicno kao i u drugim af-
rickim zemljama, i njima je tesko
pomoci ¢ak 1 ako medunarodna
zajednica pruzi maksimalnu po-
mo¢. Upravo nomadska tradicija
otezava napore Komesarijata UN
za izbjeglice u efikasnijoj pomoci
¢ak i s tako oskudnim sredstvima
kakvima raspolaze. Nerijetko iz-
bjeglice-nomadi ne stignu u izbje-
glicke logore a ako i smegnu toli-
ko snage, toliko su iscrpljeni da
im vise nije moguce pomoci.

Niti prilike u izbjeglickim logorima
ponekad ne jamce egzistencijaini mi-
nimum da bi se prezivielo. Sastav iz-
bjeglica u logorima takoder je svojevr-
sni pokazatelj. Na primjer u somalij-
skim logorima od pola milijuna judi.
yma samo 41000 muskaraca koji su
pretezno stari i bolesni. Zena ima
143000, djece (od nekoliko tjedana sta-
re pa do sest godina) 153000 a od 3est
godina do 15 godina — 137.000. Drugim
rijecima gotovo svaki drugi izbjeglica
je dijete... Ponekad nema muskarca za
fizicke poslove u logoru.

Ipak kad je rijec o izbjeglicama u
Africi barem u jednom pogledu njihov
se status razlikuje od statusa izbjeglica
na drugim kontinentima. Tradicional-
no africko bratstvo znaci da se izbje-
glice na »crnome« kontinentu gotovo
uvijek prihvacaju i da se prema njima
postupa humano. Druga je, razumije
se, stvar koliko je neka africka zemlja,
koja pruza utociste izbjeglicama, u mo-
gucnosti da im pomogne, Visoki kome-
sar UN za izbjeglice Paul Hartling u
vise je navrata dosad pohvalio »izuze-
tan i odgovoran nacin« na koji su af-
ricke zemije prihvacale izbjeglice. Uz-
mimo samo na primjer jednu od dva-
deset najsiromasnijih zemalja svijeta




Tajy OpBX YT Ce Hi APHEEWINS
HAYMH CHUTHAIM3MDAROo Aa je

Ea XOHTHHEHT ca Hajsehmm
uaberauila, BUIlle HETO NTAS Y

EMX npobireMa, ocTano y Hacrebe —
OX MparMOHaJ HMX NONeA’ TIpaHMia,
2O ADSMATHIHE RepPa3BRJCHOCTH Ba
ORIOM HMPOMMA XMBOTA.

Coopme rpamuue n3uMely Ermomde
u Couaxije, npaMa SaNAXHEOCEXApC-
EOr HapORa, paciLiaMcaBas.e rpaban
eKXOr paTa Y AHTOAM, NPOAyXaBame
NaiMpaTHMje NOXMTHEE YTE-ETaBaiba
x amaprxejga y Jyxnoj Adpumpe, y-
gecTamM ITYSEBN M yMHOXAaBame Ha
oHBba — CPE CY TO TYXHA N TEEa
macneha EKONOHMjaAHe NOPOILIOCTH, &
AW ¢y 3a caBpeMeHy AQpHMKY MCTO-
BpPEMEeRO X BeaMEM M3R30B M peanna

3a crabuien N KOHCTDYKTHMBAR D23
»oj achpIIEOr KOHTMHEHTA HEOUXOR~
=M ¢y w1p, MebycobHa capanma ad-

PTIENX nAaHMpame 3ajex

BORB A, Yugoslavia March 198

‘KOHTHHEHT CA HAJBMILUE M3BEIVIMIA HA CBETY: Taadna deuas ¥
Yezanoun

JMALE,

HENYEOT eEOHOMCEOT pa3poja. YMecro
vora, AbpmEa AaHAC HoAemheHA je N
GEOHOMCEM M NAGOJNOIIEM, CA Hejex-
HAKMM YCAOBMMA Da3soja, a mrro je

J e y CBeMy, HAPO4YMTO y KO-
exemne Bpese, O0OBO IOxpYdje cBe
BMne nocraje NONUICH 3a HajaMera-
e PeaMXuX, OCBajame YTHMLAjHx
SOH&, NORENY CTPATErHjCEKMX MHTepe-
ca, yKmygyjyhM ¥ nmoderak Gopbe 3a
CHMPOBYMHE,

HepoBombin CREACTBA

O36MLHOCT M TEXHMHA OBAXBUX I'A0
GanaMx Kperarhba Y3POKYjy 3a0mrpa
Bambe AadpMUKMX HeCcrnopasyMa N
cBaba, 3a Koje Cy, Y IDEOM Dexny, ox
TOBOPHM MNak caMy Adpuramim. Jex
Ha Off BeoMa TEUIKMX nocaepuna o-
BaKBOTI' pa3B0ja jecTe M cemaM MWK
oHa adpuuEKX H3berauua, eyine He-
ro Ha 63410 XKOM KOHTHMHEHTY. AdpHT
Ke BJajze Ce TEUIKO cyodaBajy ca o-
BMM TpOGIEeMOM ¥, OYMIIAENHO, TO CA
Me 3 COIICTBEHMM CPEACTBMMA He MO
ry na peme.

Ha rpammiamMa Amxupa ca Mapo
xoM M MaypuTamujoM, oxo 100.000
u3berauua  u3 3anggue Caxape =M.
BM Ha pyﬁy HMBOTHMX yCJIOBa, TO je
Hapox Caxpayy, KOju je mocae Mapo
EalCKe , M MaypuTaHCKe aHeKcMje
Ilnancke Caxape 1976, w30erso s
3eMibe.

ITocne uorabaja saupcEo] mpo-
ByHIMju a6, 1977 M 1978, Biune
ox 220.000 u3bersuia npeHwIo je 3a-
MPCKO-AHTOJCKY FpPaHMIy M CMECTH-
xocey caﬁupﬂe JIOTOPE Y 8HTOJCKHMM
npoBmnmjama JyHna # Moumgo. AR
rolcxa Blaja Cyousiaa ce 3a Kparko
BpeMe ca OrpoMHMM TemkohaMa OKXO
cMemrraja, MCXpaHe M ZeKapcKe He-
re 3a OBOJMKM GDOj JBYAM Xoim CY
memmMue NpeBabMBANM M BHIlE OF
1.000 xmuaomeTapa, 3ajeRHo ca CTOKOM
¥ GepuMM NoxyBCTBOM, criacaBajM ro
Je EMBOTE Ipef ODPYXEHMM CYE0OH
Ma.

Jom op BpeMeHa OCIOBOXIAATXOF

. paTa jo jAaHaumnker xaHa y 3aupy je
OCTRJIO CTOTMHAK XWJbafa AHrojana
u36ersIMX MCIpeR NnopTyTanckor Ko
JomrjanHor Tepopa. OuM ce mocrene
HO % xaHac Bpahajy y AOMOBHHY, A~
JAM Ce TeKO MHTErpyimy X jom e
Xe Hanaze Iocao M cMernraj.

TIlopep osora, Ha jyTy AHroxe MMa

IIpob1em usbeisuua
- oisegaso cbux
nacaeljenuxr wnebosa
Koje Gpumuckajy
5 PHU KORITUHEHIT ¢

~ADPUKA |

Jyr Adpwze, jom meocmoGoBen -

OF KOJOHMjanM3Ma M anaprxejaa,
nonpMirre je 6pOjHMX BHYACKMX Apa
Ma. Y BOlBaHM, Ha NpuMep, — 3eMm
JbM Ha BMCODAaBHM BeJTuMHe jemue
DpaHIfyCKe, ¢ca& OKO MMJIMOH CTAaHOB
HUEA — nOpuBpeMeHO Hpubexumrre
Hanrase u3beramiie M3 CBMX CYCEeXHMX
seMaba — M3 JyxmHe Adpuxe, Ha-
unbuje, a nocEopo M M3 3umGaGpea.
To ¢y yraanHOM MxanM »ynyu Ges no
pozMila, CTYReHTH MIH OAGeraK Imo-
WETHSKH 3@rBO e Tipmpoina cra
JXHOr cykpfa M3Mely Beamx X LUPHMX
He obGehama BboGO
BX TP

IIn6yrr, Gusma d:pamxym X080~
HKja, a 0 HeJaBHO HE3ABMCHA ADXAa
Ba Ha adpHIKOM POTY, MMa cCaMo
200.000 craHoBHMEA. BeoMa oMpoMa
1IIHa, OBA 3e€MJba CE€ CAAR HOCK ca
npobremom 10.000 uzbermaza u3 Co
mManuje ¥ ETHornMje mpeberamx rnoc-
Jle orageHCKor para. Behuna ux je
ca cena, cpejcTaBa 3a JXUBOT,
Gea HoBna, Ges onehe, ofyhe w Haj-
OCHOBHMjMX cpexacraBa. OmuM 3Hajy
caMmo xa obpalyjy 3eMiby, 2 TyCTHHs
cmnuﬁmmneuoxenamnpy-
XM,

o™X MpNTHCAK N BOJHM Cy-
xobu mameby Eruormaje M cycena,
npe . ceera, CoManuje, KOMILIMKY]Y
npuamuxe ca MabermuuaMa M y OBOj
3eMmM, Ilocsne para y Oragemy, ¥y
Ermomin je w3 ope obaacru mpeber
a0 oxo 500.000 syxnu, a M3 cycegHOr
Cynana oxo 2.000.

Moxpa je HajapaMaTHIEMja CHTYR
omuja adpuvEux m3beramuna y jemmoj
on aajcnpoug_ngmjux 3eMaa Ha

BHX0~

ne ce spa ma CoMammia He MOXe HW
CBOM CT8HOBHMIITTBY Aa obe3bemyt M
HMMYM NPHUCTOJHOT KHMBOTA.

Adpiru 3uaaTON

Yranna je coMfoa marTme M crpa-
Rama Behi ayxEKe Bpeme. JuETaTYpa
Mru AwomHa HaHena je oBoj aemoj
MCTOYHOAhbPHMUIKO] 3eMJLM Heronpas-
JLMBE NITeTe, & riag je moxapaja MC
TOYHY OpoBuHuMjy Kapamoba. Muo-
™ Yraubauu mpebernu cy y cycenne
3eMise, HajBMue ux je y CyaaHy, a-
XM Cy CBOjeBpEMEHO M Yy YTaHay
ROLOAM CTaHOBHMuM PyaHje, Bune
ox 200.000, cxaamajyhu ce Mcpex
ﬁpa'royﬁmxa‘{xor para.

CBe a¢puure 3eMBe n'pBe mantje
thpoHTa Cy Yy BpeMe OCJ000EMIaIKOr
pata 3um6abBea mocrane npubemHIIL
Te uabersMiamMa M3 pPacMCTHIKe Po-
Ae3mnje. Jak m pamac, xBe TromMHEE
nocie CTUIakba He3aBMCHOCTH 3HM-
GabBes, XM/bafle Dace/LeHMX AOMOPO
xana jom Xuse y 3aMOuju mw Mosax

Toromo xa memMa mwjenme adhpmw-
Xe 3eMihe KOja H¥je CyodeHA ca O-
BHM ppobaemoM. Cupomarmaa Tam-
3JamMja, HA OpMMeD, NpMMMKIA je OKO
CTO XHIHARR WLYEK Hapoxa XyTy, moc
Je XKpBaBMX ILTeMEeHCKMX cyxoba Yy
cycenHoM BypyHaujy. MHOre 3eMmsbe
npuvmie cy nu3beraune, WHUTABE IO~
POAMITE MAM CTYAEHTE, M3 YAALEeHN
tx 3emama. Ha HMrepujcKmMu yHM-~
Bep3MTeTHMA M HIKOJAMAa MMa BMIIe
xvmana Jyxuoadpuranana., U3 sex
Jbe araprxejza CTyAeHTe HIIKOAY]Yy
jomx m T'ana, JIxﬁepra, Tyuue x Cu-
jepa Jleone.

Tlposianaxesse 'rpamor pemerha 3a
ohe MHIMOHEe Lyau Ge3 poMoBa je
npe cpera, 3aAaTak Adpure, amm M
giTaBe CBETCKe 3ajemmme. Vipgeaxn-
HO Ox 60 Eaga 6M ce OHM MOraM
BPaTHUTH CBOjMM AOMOBMMAa M IOHOBO
YEBYYMTH ¥ HOopMasnar xupor. Ha-
XQNOCT, OBO HMje€ HM DEanHo, HN A&
KO OCTBapAUBO.

3a caga u3berauue, ca Mare MAM
sume cpebe, noxyniaBajy ma ce uHTe
rpHIIy ¥ MMBOT 3€MJb€ CBOT OpBOr
a3una, MK y GomeMm caydajy ma ce
Mcene y HeKy Tpehy 3eMLY. Y cBa
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The plight ef Africa: five million refugees. Will they be helped to self-sufficiency?

Ten years ago there were 750,000
refugees in Africa. Today there are
twice that number in Somalia alone

AFRICA’S refugees, straggling
in thin lines across-barren land-
scapes, fording rivers shrunk
from drought, or cutting paths
through jungles in search of
safety, make up the tragic pro-
file of a continent riven by
natural disasters and by wars.
. Statistics on a page blur that
profile. They show nothing of
the woman digging in the desert
to scoop a palmful of dirty brown
water which is all she can give
her child. They blur the mind’s
eye, too, because they are so
overwhelming.

There were three-quarters of
a million refugees in Africa ten
years ago; today there are
double that number in Somalia
alone. Tiny, landlocked Burundi
has given asylum to more than
200,000, and is also trying to
resettle 100,000 of its own
-people who are gradually return-
ing from neighbouring countries
to which they fled to escape
tribal violence. In Africa as a
_ whole, 25 of the world’s poorest
countries now shelter five mil-
lion destitute refugees—more
than half the world’s total.

Their plight was debated at
a conference in Geneva this
. weekend of the United Nations
’}_‘I‘igh_Commissien fo‘r Refugees.

by Rosemary Righter, Geneva

saved, just, from
under the weight of a problem
far greater than it was designed
to bear when it was set up 30
years ago.

At this weekend’s conference,
which had the atmosphere of a
grim charity bazaar, more than
560 million dollars was belatedly
pledged for Africa. This is far
short of the conference target
of 1,150 million dollars. It will
secure emergency relief over
the next 18 months but will do
little towards fulfilling a more
positive aim of the commission:
to provide such basic things as
schools and farm impléements to
refugee communities, to give
some dignity to places that may
still be part of African life 20
years from now.

The “success” of this round
is overwhelmingly due to the
unexpectedly ‘generous response
of the United States, which has
promised 285 million dollars
over two years—evidently in an

attempt to convince African
governments that the US is
evolving a positive African
policy.

But there has been little sign
at Geneva thlS weekend of what

collapsing

.

expensive conferences of this
kind redundant.

African governments have
become bitter because their
refugees have had only a frac-
tion of the assistance, and the

sympathy, accorded Vietnam’s
boat people or the Kampu-
cheans.

The whole emergency machin-
ery of the United Nations is vul-
nerable to political fashion. In
Southeast Asia refugees were
dramatically pushed back out to
sea or over frontiers until the
West guaranteed both money
and permanent homes for them
outside Asia.

By contrast, when refugees
flee from one country to another
in Africa, few are turned away.
Sudan has made heroic and
little-aided efforts to give not
Jjust sheiter but land and a semb-
lance of normal life to nearly
half a million Ethiopians. But
just keeping the refugees alive,
even where international agen-

~cies supply the food and medi-

cines, can put terrible strains on
poor countries.

In some countries there can
be no questlon of turmng ‘camps

people. In tiny Djibouti, hos.
pitality comes from an empty
table: its own people are in
straits as desperate as the
refugees.

But productive communities
have been achieved for about
a million African refugees.
Many African governments
came to Geneva seeking aid to

.encourage at least a degree of

self-sufficiency in the refugee
communities.

A self-sufficiency plan’ would
require not just money—and
the lowest UN estimate is 1,200
million dollars—but also a long-
term programme, co-ordinating
emergency relief with develop-
ment work. Is there any hope
of the UN commission achieving
that ?

The trouble is that the com-
mission was a “temporary”
creation to cope with European
refugees in the wake of the last
World war. Every five years a
decision has to be made
whether to keep it in béing. And
each autumn it has to go cap in
hand to governments at the
Umted Nations for the mext
year’s “emergency ” budget.

FEach time it comes away
‘with only a quarter to a third. -
of the sum 1t requests, and
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Da oggi a Ginevra si discute
su 5 milioni di profughi africani

La conferenza convocata sotto gli auspici delle Nazioni Unite - Assicu-

rata la presenza degli Stati membri dell’'ONU e dell’'OUA - Una tragica realta

Quanti sono i profughi nei
mondo? Le cifire sono ussai
controverse: le stime piu re-
centi, ad opera del « Comi-
tato americano per i profu-
ghi» indicano in 18 milioni
il numero piu attendibiie.

Ma, al di la delle ciire, di
per sé tragicamente eloquen-
ti, resta, in tutta la sua
drammatica realta, l'odissea
di milioni di persone, vitti-
me della crudelta deil'uomo
verso 'uomo. E nel « piane-
ta» profughi, dall’Asia al-
I’America Latina, all’Est eu-
ropeo — & proprio di que-
sti giorni 1a notizia data dal
CIM (Ccmitato intergover-
nativo per
del’aumento del flusso di
persone che «emigrano »
dall’'Unione Sovietica o da

altri Paesi comunisti (si
tratta in maggioranza di

sbrei) — I’Africa occupa, non
r’e dubbio, un posto di pri-

le migrazioni) ;

no piano. I profughi afri- :

cani, nel 1970, erano 750.000.
Oggi si calcola siano 5 nii-
lioni ed il loro numero & de-
stunaro ad  aumesntare. La
magginr parte di essi € co-
stituita cda donne e bambi-
ni. Per stuggire alle perse-
cuzionl tribali o aila guer-
ra, vittime di eventi di cui
non sono responsabili, han-
no abbandonato le proprie
teire, atfraversando deserti

che si chiamnrno Kelahari o ¢

Sanara, harno guadato fiu-
mi come lo Zambesi o 1o
Shabeli, hanno varcato mon-

tagne e foreste verzini. E’ ¢

una crisi che lcecca da vici-
no il mondo intero, il pil
delle volie sordo a questi
drammi privati e collettivi
che non possono non colpire
la coscienza deliuomo

Per far fronte a questa

situazione 'assemblea gene- |
raie delle Nazioni Unite ha |
chiesto, nel novembre scor- |
segretario generale |

so, al

diverse organizzazioni assi-
stenziali. Quali gli obiettivi
che guesta assise persegue?
Anzitutto, & ovvio, quello di
richiamare l’attenzione del-
l'opinione pubblica mondia-
le su questa tragica situazio-
ne; in secondo luogo quello
di mobilitare risorse supple-
mentari per { programmi in
favore dei rifugiati in Afri-
ca; ed infine quello di aiuta-
re i Paesi d’asilo ad ottene-
re l'assistenza internaziora-
le ai progetti destinati a raf-
forzare la loro capacita =d
assumersi i} fardello supple-
mentare che i rifugiati, con
i loro esodi. impongono =nlle
strutture ed ai servizi dei
Passi dove trovano ospita-
lita.

La maggior parte di que-

i sta disperata fiiiana di mi-

Kurt Waldheim di convoca- !

re una conferenza interna-
zionale destinata a mobhilita-
re 'assistenza per i rifugia-
ti in Africa. Diverse orga-
nizzazioni assistenzizli, tra
cui la cattolica Caritas, ope-
rano attivamente nel conti-
nente africanc, e in partico-
lare in Uganda, in Somalia
e in Sudan. Basti considera-
re — é stato opportunamen-
te rilevato da esponenti cat-
tolici — che la condizione di
oltre un milione di profu-
¢ghi nella sola Somalir, un
Paese che abitualmente con-
ta tre milioni e mezzo di
abitanti, rischia di alterare,
in modo forse irreparabile,
T'equilibrio delle istituzioni
locali con gravi dannj eco-
nomici e sociali.

In questo contesto un ri-
lievo del tutto particolare
viene ad assumere la confe-
renza che si terra a Ginevra,
sotto gli auspici delle Nazio-
ni Unite, a partire da og-
gi. Si tratta della prima
grande riunione internazio-
nale espressamente intesa a
richiamare ’attenzione della
@pinione pubblica sulla con-
dizione e sui bisogni dei ri-
fugiati in Africa. Prenderan-
no parte a questa conferen-
za tutti gli Stati membri
dell’lONU; & inoltre assicu-
rata la presenza dei movi-
menti di liberazione ricono-
sciuti dall'lOUA (Organizza-
zione dell’Unitad Africana) e
dalle Nazioni Unite, nonché

lion! di rifugiati & giunta in ¢
Paesi che appartengono alla -
meno |
sviluppati, Nazioni che gia *

categoria dei Paesi

VerTEe s AT

j sitrovano a dover duramen-
te lottare per garantire alle
proprie popolazioni un ac-
cettabile standard di vita.
Ma guesti Paesi non sono in
grado, con i loro mezzi, di
ovviare ai bisogni di masse
sempre piiu crescenti di ri-
fugiati. Il futuro, inoltre, si
prospetta ancor pill oscuro
in ragione di alcuni fattori
edterni negativi quall la sic-
cita fvedi il Sahel) o la de-
sertificazione, i' rincaro del-
le tonti energetiche. i deficit
alimentari. la recessione che
si registra a livello mondiale.

Uno dei grandj obiettivi
della conferenza ginevrina
sara pertanto gquello di
ottenere consistenti risorse
suppiementari al fine di con-
sentire ai Paesi africani di
accollarsi il gid pesante ca-
rico ravpresentato dill’acco-
glimento di alcuni milioni
di rifugiati. :
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RefugeeConferenceSecks
Action To Aid Africans

The International Conference
on Assistance to Refugees in
Africa (ICARRA) is convening in
Geneva to focus attention on the
emergency problems of the
African people. o

Facing shortages of drinking
water, starvation, persecution,
and conflicts; the poor Alrican
prople are getting Lhe attenlion
that this situation deserves. In
the last General Assembly, its
president, Rudiger von

(Continued from page 1)

population of refugees in the
world,

Aware of the consequent social
and economic burden placed on
African countries of agsylum as a

R ST

Y,Iimited resources, {o alleviate the

HigﬁJMCommissioner for Refugees Poul Hartling during a pres:

Wechmar, presided over the
Assembly’s adoption of Resolu-

" tion 35/42 in which it was noted

with deep regret the inadequacy
of the assistance provided to the
growing number of Alrican

refugees.
The Resolution read as follows:
Gravely concerned at the
growing number of refugees on
the African continent, who now
constitute over half the
{Continued on page 10)

result of the increased influx of
refugees and Lhe subsequent
impact on their development,
&zaring in mind the heavy
sacrifices that the countries of
asylum are making, despite their

2

conference at the United Nations

DR

pli}ght of those refugees,
preciating the contributions
made by donor countries as well
as the assistance thal the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, the United Nations
Tnternational Children’'s Fund,
the Food and A%-i‘culture Orga-
nization of the Uniled Nations,
the World Food Programme and
other intergovernmental and
non-governmental agencies have
provided to refugees in Africa,

Noting with deep regret the
inadequacy of the assistance pro-
vided to the growing number of
Alrican refugees,

Recognizing the universal
collective responsibility to share
the urgent and overwhelming
burden of the problem of African
refugees through effective
mobilization of resources to meet
the urgent and long-term needs of
the refugees and to sirengthen
the capacity of countries of
asylum to provide adequately for
the refugees while they remain in
their countries, as well as (o
assist the countries of origin in
the rehabilitation of genuine
voluntary returnees,

Taking note of Economic and
Social Council resolution 1980/55
of 24 July 1980 in which the
Council requested the Secretary-
General, in co-operation with the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, to consult
the Secrefary-General of the
Organization of African Unity on
appropriate ways and means of
convening an international
pledging conference for refugees
in Africa,

Having considered the report of
the Secretary-General on his
consullations with the Secretary-
General of the Organization of
African Unity and the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees concerning the orga-
nization of an international
conference - on assistance to
refugees in Africa,

1. Notes with profound regret
that the international community
has not given sufficient attention
to the plight of refugees in
Africa:

2. Requests, consequently. the
international community to
confribute substantially to pro-
grammes designed to help those
refugees;

3. Approves the reﬁ)ort of the
Secretary-General calling for an
international conlerence to
mobilize assistance for refugees
in Africa, as well as the measures

proposed for a concerled pro-
gramme of information and
publicity by the relevant bodies
of the United Natijons system in
support of the conference:

4. Requests the Secretary-
General, in close co-operation
with the Secretary-General.of the
Organization of African UnnK
and the United Nations Hig
Commissioner for Refugees, to
convene at Geneva on 9 and 10
April 1981 at the ministerial level,
an International Conference on
Assistance to Refugees in Africa:

5. Further requests the
Secretary-General in the process
of Sreparing for the Conference,
and in close co-operation with the
Secretary-General of the Organi-
zation of African Unity and the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, to assist the
concerned African countries- in
identifying  priorities and
pr?)aring necessary documents
and programmes for assistance
to African refugecs;

6. Authorizes the Secretary-
General to meet the expenses for
organization of the Conference
under the regular budget of the
United Nations;

7. Appeals to the inlernationa)
communilly, all Member States,
the specialized agencies, regional
and intergovernmental organiza-
tions and non-governmental
organizations to provide the
utmost support for the Conler-
ence with a view to offerin
maximum financial and materia
assistance to refugees in Africa;

8. Further appeals to the mnter-
national community to provide
all necessary assistance to the
countries of asylum to enable
them to strengthen their capacity
to provide the necessary facilities
and services essential to the care
and well-being of the refugees
and to assist the countries of
origin in the rehabilitation of
genuine voluntary returnees:

9. Urges the international com-
munity to continue to support the
annual programmes of the
United Nalions High Commis-
sioner for Refugees and of other
United Nations agencies co-
operaling with the High Commis-
sioner on behalf of refugees in
Africa;

_19. Requests the High Commis-
sioner, in close co-operalion with
the Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity, to
keep under constant review the
situation of refugees in Africa in
order to ensure maximum inter-

national assistance on a gl
I ob:
basis; global

11. Requests the Secretary-
General to report to the General
Assembly at its thirty-sixth’

session and to the Economi
Social Council at its first relegl?lgg
session of 1981 on the implemen-
tation of the present resolution.
73rd plenary meeting
25 November 1980

It is expected therefore (hat
rather than just talk at the
planned conference, there will be
some monies raised and some
practical work done to aid these
distressed peoples.
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Conférence internationale
sur Passistance aux réfugiés

en Afrique

«Un réfugié sur deux dans le monde
est africainy, reléve le supplément
spécial du «Forum du développe-
ment» des Nations Unies. Ces réfu-
giés sont au nombre de cinq millions.
Beaucoup d’entre eux sont affamés.
beaucoup sont malades. La plupart
sont des femmes et des enfants. lls
ont fui les persécutions et la guerre,
victimes d’événements qui les dépas-
sent. IIs ont abandonné leurs foyers
et sont partis a4 pied, traversant des
déserts qui ont nom Kalahari ou
Sahara; ils ont passé a gué des fleu-
ves, le Zambéze ou le Shabell; ils ont
franchi des montagnes et des foréts
vierges. Tels sont les réfugiés d’Afri-
que. Chacun d’entre eux a sa tragé-
die personnelle. Dans leur ensemble,
les réfugiés d’Afrique représentent
ne crise humaine de premiére
importance. Une crise qui, au-dela
des frontiéres d’une province, d’un
pays ou d’une région, touche mainte-
nant le monde entier.

C’est pour faire face a cette crise
que DPAssemblée générale des
Nations Unies a demandé, en
novembre dernier, 4 son secrétaire
général, de convoquer une confé-
rence internationale destinée 4 mobi-
liser I’assistance pour les réfugiés en
Afrique. L’Organisation de ['unité
africaine (OUA) a été pour beau-
coup dans I’élan politique qui a con-
duit & cette conférence; il y a long-
temps déja que I'OUA s’inquiétait
du probleme des réfugiés sur son
continent, appelé aujourd’hui a faire
face a4 une situation radicalement
différente, tant sur le plan quantitatif
que qualitatif. Les membres de
I'OUA ont estimé que I'opinion
nublique mondiale n’était pas suffi-
;amment informée de la gravité de la
situation, ni du manque alarmant de
ressources pour faire face a la crise.
La conférence qui se tiendra au
niveau ministériel & Geneve, les 9 et
10 avril, a pour objectifs: premiére-
ment, d’appeler l'attention de I'opi-
nion publique sur la condition des
réfugiés en Afrique; deuxiémement,
de mobiliser des ressources supplé-
mentaires pour les programmes des-
tinés aux réfugiés; et troisiémement,
d’aider les pays d’asile 4 obtenir I’as-
sistance internationale aux projets
destinés a renforcer leur capacité 3
assumer le fardeau supplémentaire
‘que les a réfugiés imposent a leur
infrastructure.

Assurer la survie

Droit d’asile -

L’augmentation rapide du nombre
des réfugiés a eu pour effet que les
ressources disponibles ont di étre
réservées, naturellement, aux besoins
d’urgence, c’est-a-dire, assurer la sur-
vie des réfugiés nouvellement arrivés
au lieu d’investir dans des solutions 3
long terme, capables de donner aux
réfugiés leur autonomie économique.
Et pourtant, dans certaines parties
d’Afrique, il est'a craindre qu’on ne
buisse méme pas faire face aux
besoins d’urgence. C'est le cas, par

exemple, de la corne d’Afrique ou,

dans certaines zones, la situation
frise la catastrophe et ol le secours
humanitaire, déja faible, s’effrite de
fagon inquiétante. Le manque de
combustible pour les transports, les
retards dans les transports maritimes,
la pénurie alimentaire, la sécheresse
qui tarit les sources d’eau, le spectre
des épidémies dans des camps sur-
peuplés et malsains sont autant de
menaces concrétes qui pésent sur la

survie de centaines de milliers de.

personnes. Pour certains pays d’Afri-
que les réfugiés ne sont pas un pro-
bléeme marginal; ils sont devenus le
principal probléme, et les priorités de
développement ont dii céder le pas a
des priorités purement humanitaires.

L’Afrique a généralement respecté
les conventions internationales sur
I’asile et s’est conduite, 4 tous points
de vue, avec une grande générosité.
Au plan économique, le transfert de
ressources africaines, pourtant limi-
tées, a été considérable, qu’il s’agisse
de terres, d’aliments, de personnel ou
de services administratifs. Une con-
férence internationale, consacrée a
un probléme spécifique de réfugiés,
sous les auspices des Nations Unies,
est un événement exceptionnel. Dans
le cadre des préparatifs a cette confé-
rence, les gouvernements . africains
ont fait le bilan de la situation des
réfugiés dans leurs pays respectifs et
ont soumis des projets décrivant I’as-
sistance supplémentaire requise, en
tenant compte des programmes
d’ores et déja approuvés. On a pu
ainsi chiffrer les besoins des réfugiés
et de leurs pays d’accueil en Afrique.
Reste a chiffrer, maintenant, ce que
sera la réaction de la communauté
internationale. Il faut espérer quelle
sera, a la fois suffisante et véritable-
ment universelle, et que tous les
Etats membres des Nations Unies
qui ont les moyens d’aider n’hésite-
ront pas a le faire.

Rappelons, 4 ce propos, Particle 14
de la Déclaration des droits de
Fhomme, formulé dans les termes
suivants: 1. «Devant la persécution,
toute personne a le droit de chercher
asile et de bénéficier de I'asile en
d’autres pays.» Et aussi I'article 11 du
Pacte international relatif aux droits
cconomiques, sociaux et culturels: 1.
«Les Etats parties au présent pacte
reconnaissent le droit de toute per-
sonne & un niveau de vie suffisant
pour elle-méme et sa famille, y com-
pris une nourriture, un vétement et
un logement suffisants, ainsi qu’a une
amélioration constante de ses condi-
tions d’existence. Les FEtats parties
prendront des mesures appropriées
pour assurer la réalisation de ce droit
et ils reconnaissent A cet effet Iim-
portance essentielle d’une coopéra-
tion internationale librement consen-
tie.»

Rappelons encore, en conclusion
que les pays africains ont recu, dans
certains cas moins d’aide internatio-
nale que d’autres pays plus nantis
qui avaient catégoriquement refusé
INnstallation des réfugiés qui se pré-
sentaient a leurs fronfiéres. Qui plus
est, les Africains s’efforcent de résou-

 dre ce probléme dans le contexte

africain, et personne n’exige la réins-
tallation de groupes de réfugiés dans
d’autres parties du monde, solution
couteuse et généralement moins
souhaitable, tant pour les réfugiés
que pour le pays héte.

Suzanne Engelson,



4 Friday, April 10, 1981.

—T HE

STANDARD

Africa’s curse

REPRESENTATIVES of 82 countries
are meeting in Geneva to launch a United
Nations fund-raising effort aimed at a 1.2
billion dollar aid programme for African
refugees.

The problem of refugees in Africa is enormous.
Out of the estimated 10 million displaced people
in the world, five million are to be found on this
Continent. The problem is also more complex
than in other parts of the world.

As a staff writer explains elsewhere in today’s paper:
African refugees not only run away from political repression,
racial oppression, civil wars, religious persecution and tribal
rebellions, they also run away from their countries because of
starvation, natural disasters and other purely economic and
social problems.

What is even more disturbing is the speed at which the
problem has escalated. In 1967, there were only 450,000
refugees on the entire Continent, compared with five million
now. The situation is clearly getting out of hand.

The current conference in Geneva is not going to be the real
answer to the refugee problem. It will only help to alleviate
the suffering of the people who have been forced to leave their
country, but it is unlikely to find a home for them.

. International benefactors will most likely find most of the
1.2 billion dollars deemed necessary to give the refugees a new
start in life. The money will go towards providing food,
ﬁthing diseases, providing education and other social needs
of the refugees scattered in temporary camps in 25 African
countries.

The money will, however, not change the attitudes that
create refugees on the-Continent everyday. This is a problem
the Africans will have to settle themselves. It is an internal
matter, and our leaders must face up to it.

It is also not as if our leaders were unaware of the refugee
problem as the Continent emerged from colonial rule. The
Organisation of African Unity has, in its Charter, the.cardinal
principle that should have enabled African countries to greatly
reduce or eliminate the problem.

This is the inviolability of the inherited territorial bound-
aries and non-interference in the internal affairs of other
sovereign states.

Most of the refugees in Africa are a result of cértain
countries’ failures to adhere to the O.A.U. Charter and
attempts to destabilise neighbouring states. They do this by
exploiting ethnic, religious, ideological and other differences.

or this reason, it is important to note and expose the
attitude of the Soviet Union towards the African refugee

problem. Russia and her allies are not taking part in the

Geneva conference. )

The Soviet Union claims that the African refugee problem is
a by-product of the decolonisation process and tiat she has no
role in it. Nothing could be further from the truth.

A lot of refugees are a direct result of Soviet manoeuvres to
destabilise African countries in an attempt to spread her
ideological goals. If any sin%e nation were to be penalised for
aggravating the refugee problem throughout the whole world,
it would be the Soviet Union. - ~

Kenya holds a unique position in this issue. In 1980, the
United Nations could not trace a single Kenyan seeking refuge
in another country. Yet her evolution from the colonial past is
no different from that of other African countries. Her’
population is also as diverse, ethnically and religiously, as that
of other nations on the Continent. .

The reason why Kenyans do not run away from their
country is that they have nothing to run away from. The
peace, stability and freedom that they enjoy at home is
unlikely to be bettered elsewhere.

Kenya also adheres strictly to the principles of the O.A.U.
Charter, especially as far as nom-interference with other
people’s internal affairs is concerned.

e are proud of this record. We must also be grateful to our
Government that, since independence, Kenyans have had the
opportunity to stay home freely, working to improve their
lives, instead of being huddled into makeshift camps in foreign
lands. : . '

SOMALIA REF"3EES DESPERATE

Half of the hundreds of thousands crowded: into 32
refugee camps in the desert are belicvedsto be children. Such
is the tragedy of Somalia today. They are totally dependent on.
outside help -and that includes our help. Until very recently
serious drought threatened their lives. Water was so short,
people had to dig in dried-out river beds to get a little extra.
Then heavy storms caused flash flooding. Rather than solving
the refugees’ problem this adds to them. .

Food supplies have been damaged, trucks bogged
down, and roads washed away. The shallow wells have got
some days’ extra water, but with so many refugees, water
supplies are desperately short. Oxfam is already working in
the -camps. We have a medical team in the North and have
now agreed to spend thousands of pounds on a major new
water scheme. But money is still very short and our funds will
soon run out. The refugees are desperately waiting for your
help. Please send a donation today. Every penny will be used
for the refugees. L5, £25 or whatcver you can afford will help.

Name

Address
‘ i Postcode

OXFAM Eastern Africa Appeal. Room TMO1,

274 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 7DZ.

mEE TIVES - UK 27.4.81
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Official Expects
90 Nationsat
Africa Aid Meet

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
high U.N. official indicated her
Friday that he expected 9f
countries to attend an i
ternational conference i
Geneva next Thursday and
Friday for pledges of aid to
retugees in Africa.

U.N. Undersecretary-
General  Abdulrahim  Abby
Farah, representing Secretary-
General Rurt Waldheim  an
preparations for the con-
ference. told reporters 45
countries had announced their
intention to .attend and about
twice that number were ex-
pected to show up.

Vice President George Bush
had planned to represent the
United States. But now, with
President Ronald Reagan in the
hospital with bullet wounds. he
will stay in Washington and
Mrs. Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, the
U.N. ambassador, will attend.

Farah, who is (rom Somalia.
said about 500 million refugees.
about half of all those in the
world, were in Africa and about
39500 million was required to
meet their immediate and long-
term neecds.

The United Nations is holding
the conference in cooperation
with the U.N. High Com-
missioner for Refugees. Poul
Hartling of Denmark. and the
Organization of African Unity

Rangkok Post 9.4.81

Aid sought
for African
refugees

GENEVA (UPI) — Africa’s soaring refugee popula-
tion is a threat to peace as well as a humanitarian
problem, UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldhelm
warned yesterday.

Waldheim arrived in Geneva for the international
conference today and Friday on aid to Africa’s 5§
million refugees — more than half the world’s total.

. “The problems arising from such a great concen-
tration of refugees constitute a major crisis of our
time, endangering peace and stabllity on that conti-
nent and undermining prospects for development,”
he said.

On the eve of the conference, the first to be held on
Afriean refugees, 70 nations had accepted invitations
from the UN to send either foreign ministers or

nthar tnn.laoral ranrnonménticrnn
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Mission on Visit to
Arab States To mobilize
Support for Refugees

ADDIS ABABA. (ENA) — A joint
OAU UN UNHCR mission left
Genewre yesterday on the first lag of a
vislt t0 & number of Arab coumtriey ¢
mabilise support for the intamational

Sugoes, acrording 10 = press relesse bs-

swod yesterday by the Orgenisstien of

Afrboen Unity (OAU)..

- The Conference on assistanes 1o
Afrion refugees will take pless i

Geneve on 9%th and 10th Aped, 1901

OAU’s press release eaid the joimt
OAU /UN/ UNHCR mission would
visle Areb countries including dve Gult
otates, Quatar, Baheein, Omen, Kuwale
od Ireq,

~ The mission i led by Dr. Yekulm
Sesks, Deputy Foreign Minlater of
Ghana, and is accompanied by Mr.
Dule De Hean, Deputy High Comenis-
dhomver for Refugees, Ambasssdor Mo-
bamened Lamine Allouane of Algeris,
n’, Munitasser. OAU Executive Seare.
. The OAU release further said that
e shmilar misslon would elso loave
iAddis Absbe for Algeria, Libya, Nige-
vla and Gabon headed by Ambessador
- Nim'’o Bioungou of Comeroon.

Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa

Z.4.81

Needs of Refugees

U.N., Geneva (Agencies) — About

" 500 million dollars will be needed to

meet the needs of refugees in Africa
over the next 18 months, Assistant
United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, Mr. Dale De Haan, seid
here yesterday.

Mr. De Haan said that the refuges
problem on the eon-ihem, due to be
debated here mext week at an Inter
vetional Conference for Assistance to
Refugees in Africa (ICARA), had
been worsened by developments in
Chad, where a nine-month civil war
" The estimated five million refgees
in Africa — half of the world’s re-
fugee population — would need aid

"worth sbout 1,300 million dollars over

the next two to five years, four and a
half times the UNHCR budget for
d:hym,headdod,

The Assistant High Commissionee
sald that 131 governments hed been
jmvited to take part in the JCARA
(bnefrmce.whichhadheenugnnhed
joindy by she United Nations, the
Osganizsetion of Africen Unity (0AU)
. snd the UNHCR.

6.4.81

Confab To Be
‘Held in Geneva

UNITED NATIONS, New York
(Agemches) — Fortyfive countsies
have vo fer said they will attend a two-
day international conference on Afrl-
can refugees in Geneva next week, the
U.N. announced here Friday.

. The eim of the conference ig to
arouse world public opinion and to
mise money to help care for the conti-

t’s estimated five million refugees

condentrated in 18 rountries.
' Some of the money would go into
a spoclal fund to be administered by
the U.N. High Commissioner for Re-
fugees, he said. ‘

The eid would provide for the refa-
gees’ immediate needs of food, shelter
end clothing, for thelr long4cem traine
ing and resettlement and ‘would also
sim to etrengthen the ecohomies of the
countries te which they had fled.
The 18 countries in question have
put the rofuges aid they require st

‘ aome m Mmm donm.
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Uferlose Fliichtlin

Konferenz in Genf soll Geld fiir die fiinf

Genf (dpa)

Mit einem Eklat begann am Donnerstag in
Genf die internationale Konferenz. die Hilie-
mafnahmen fur die finf Millionen Flichtlinge
auf dem afrikanischen Kontinent und materielle
Unterstuitzung der Aufnahmelander in Afrika
beschliefen soll. Wegen der Zulassung Israels
blieben die meisten arabischen Delegationen der
Eréifnungssitzung fern. UNO-Generalsekretar
Kurt Waldheim nannte neber der Hilfe als
wichtiges Konferenzziel, dafl die Weltdtfentlich-
keit auf das Schicksal der Flichtlinge aufmerk-
. gam wird. Vor den Vertretern von mehr als 80
Regierungen raumte WalGheim ein. daf es bei
der Konferenz jedoch richt um die Ursachen des
Fliichtlingselends gehe, so wichtig sie auch sei-
en. Das Loz der Fliichitlinge seil ohnehin stets mit
Fragen der Menschenrechte verkniipft, In den
zwei Konferenztagen seien nicht alle Probleme
2u Jésen. Mit ,.GroBmut und Realismus kénnen
wir jedoch sofort und hier ein niitzliches Werk
beginnen'. Waldheim forderte die Weltgemein-
schaft auf. ..gro8zigig und otine Zogern auf den
Appell menschlicher Not zu antworten®. Die
Konferenz musse erst einma! umgerecnnet 2.6
Milliarden Mark zusammenbekommen. Reali-
stisch erscheinen bislang nur 800 Millionen Mark
als Ergebnis. : )

Der Vorsiizende der UNO-Vollversammiung,
Ridiger von Wechmar, betonte, dafi in Afrika
die Halfte von allen Fliuchtlingen suf der Welt
lebe. Thre Zah!l nebhme standig zu. Trockenheit,
Hungersnot, Kriege una Verfolgung breileten

Tagesplegel

UNO-Fliichtlingsorga
wertet Afrika-Konferenz als Erfolg

N

528 Millionen Dollar zur Linderung

nf [dpa). Die zweltigige internationale
(ocl;lfeerefnz[ z?:r) Hilfe fur Flichtlinge in Afrika
ist ein .groBer Erfolg“. Dieses. Fazit zog ge-
' 7 vor Konferenzschluf in Geni ein
Sprec der UNO-Fliichtlingsorganisation.
Das Treifen babe zwei Ziele gehabt, sagte der
Sprecher: Das Weltgewlissen auf die lfliicht.-
lingsnot in Afrika hinzuweisen und g_lelchzel-
tig .soviel Geld wie méglich* zur Linderung
dieser Not zusammenzubringen. Beide Aktio-
{en erfolgreich gewesen.
ne\x}:: rund 25!:l L’cindgm und der EG als Ge-
meinschaft lagen nach Angabeg 1der_ Flicht-
lingsorganisation bis gestern finanzielle Zu-
sagen im Gesamtwerl von knapp 528 Mx]ho- ‘
- nen Dollar vor. Schitzungsweise 30 bis 40
Prozent dieses Betrags sind Hilfeleistungen,
gu denen sich die Geberlénder zusdtzlich zu
bereits eingegangenen Verpfl'\chtungen auf
Grund des Hilfeappells anlafilich der Genfer
Konferenz bereiterklirten. So sagte der yer-
treter der Europdischen Gemelqschaft einen
Betrag von 68 Millionen Dollar, im .laufen‘den
Jahr als Gemeinschaftshilfe fur die Afrika-
Fliichtlinge zu, wovon rund 35 Mllllonen Dol-
Jar als neue zusdtzliche Unterstitzung

gelten.

10.4.81

gsstrome in Afrika

Millionen Vertriebenen zusammenbringen

sich immer mehr iiber Afrika aus. Deshalb genii-
ge es nicht, so sagte Wechmar, das Schicksal der
Flichtlinge in Afrika zu erleichtern. Es miisse
moglich sein, einen ,.entscheidenden Schritt zur
Bekdmpfung der schrecklichen Geifel der Ver-
treibung von Menschen aus ihren Heimen* zu
tun.

Die Konferenz wurde mit knapp zweistiindi-
ger Verspidtung erdffnet. da um die Einladung
Israels im letzten Augenblick Differenzen auf-
getaucht waren. Als nach langen Verhandlungen
hinter den Kulissen die Zulassung Israels be-
schlossen wurde, blieben die meisten arabischen
Delegationen der Erdffnungssitzung fern. Am
Donnerstagnachmittag war noch offen, ob sie
sich mit dem Boykott der Eroffnungssitzung be-
gniigen oder sich iberhaupt weigern. an den Be-
ratungen teilzunehmen. Zu der Konferenz waren
131 Staaten eingeladen worden. Wahrend China
und auch Cuba eine Vertretung entsandt haben,
lehnten es die Sowjetunion und die iibrigen
kommunistischen Staaten ab, der Einladung
nach Genf zu folgen.

Die Bundesrepublik wird ihre Entwicklungs-
hilfe fiir Afrika auch 1981 auf die drmsten Ge-
biete am Horn von Afrika und im siidlichen Teil
des Kontinents konzentrieren und sich dabei be~
sonders um die Flichtlingsprobleme kiimmern.
Vor der Konferenz kiindigte die Staatsministe~
rin im Auswdrtigen Amt, Hiidegard Hamm-
Bricher, Rilfsmittel fiir das laufende Jahr in
Héhe von uber 90 Millionen Mark an.

11.4.81

nisation

der Fliichtlingsnot zugesagt

Dieser Gemeinschaftsbetrag wird unabhéngig
von der Hilfe gegeben, die die einzelnen EG-
Léander leisten. . .

Die genaue Bilanz des teilweise verwirren-
den Zahlenspiels 14Bt sich nach Meinung von
Experten der Fliichtlingsorganisation erst
nach der Konferenz ziehen. Aber schon vor
ihrem Ende #uBerten sie die Uberzeugung,
daB das dringliche Afrika-Hilfeprogramm fr
die nichsten eineinhalb bis zwei Jahre it ei-
nem Bedari von rund 500 Millionen Dollar als

ichert gelten kann.
vo\l}oglesden 1391’ eingeladenen Landern waren
insgesamt ‘97 nach- Genf gekommen. Neben !
China hatte auch Kuba eine Delegation ent-
sandt. Die Sowjetunion und die ilbrigen sozia-
listischen Lander sind der Konferenz jedach
ohne offizielle Begriindung ferngeblieben.

Die Deutsche Welthungerhilfe hat gestern
noch einmal an die Bevélkerung der Bundes-
republik appelliert, das leicht}mgselend in
Afrika durch Geldspenden zu lindern. Spen-
den efbittet die Organisation unter der Konto-
Nummer 111- beim Postscheckamt Koln, der
Sparkasse Bonn, det Volksbank Bonn und der
Commerzbank, Bonn.




s
@]

No. 1382, Sunday, December 28, 1980

Uganda refugees
return
home

Brij Khindaria writes from
Geneva: The U.S. made a $258m
pledge to help refugees . in
Africa at a conference 1n
Geneva yesterday.

Pledges totalling about $315m
were made yesterday. But the

UN is Tooking for about $1.2bn,

including $500m to be spent
within the next 18 months.
Britain offered $14m plus one
third of any Common Market
contribution,

All Arab countries other than
Egypt boycotted the opening
session yesterday morning to
mark disapproval of Israel’s
presence in the conference
chamber. Later, most of the
Arab delegates gquietly entered
the chamber but the chairman
of the group of African nations
at the conference, made an
unexpected statement §trongly
deploring Israel’s inclusion.

The other notable absentees
were the Soviet Union and its
eastern European partners ex-
cept Yugoslavia.

Financial Times Friday April 10 1981

By MITCH ODERO

AN exodus of hund-
reds of Ugandan
refugees in Kenya,
who are returning
back home, is
already in full swing
following leadership
changes in their
country, SUNDAY
NATION has learnt.

The exodus is expected
to reduce Kenya’s refugee
population drastically, the
United Nations High
Commission for Refugees
in Nairobi confirmed yes-
terday.

Registered

According to the Com-
mission’s statistics,
registered Ugandan
refugees as at 1979 were
3,500 out of a total of 6,000
refugees in the country.

The Commission’s Per-
manent Representative in

Kenya, Mr. llunga
Ngandu, pointed out in an
interview that by the end
of 1979 alone, the Commis-
sion had assisted about
1,400 Ugandan refugees to
return home.

He said that the volun-
tary repatriation of
Ugandans was still going
on, having started in
October, 1979. “Many
Ugandans are approaching
us for assistance to return
to their homeland,” he
added.

He went on to state that

the decreasing number of

refugees in the country has
been one of the main
reasons for a drop in funds
allocated for refugees
assistance in Kenya.

The budget for Kenya
went down to Sh,.
16,760,000 this year from
Sh. 17,320,000 last year.
The funds are from donors
channelled through the
Commission,

Mr. Ngandu expressed
the Commission’s
appreciation for the
hospitality given to
refugees by Kenya.
“Kenya is always very
willing to mobilise its
resources to assist
refugees,”” he noted.

Access to facilities such
as education and health
had been made available
to refugees in Kenya.

“In Kenya refugees have
been given the right to
even compete in employ-
ment opportunities. The
attitude of the Kenya
Government is exem-
plary,”” he added.



La vie :
internationale

Natiqns Unies
et réfugiés africains

Quand les historiens de 'avenir por-
teront un jugement sur 'ONU, ils ne
pourront que dire que celle-ci aura
été un miroir fidéle de son temps.
Les joutes politiques dans ses arenes
et leur compte rendu par les médias
refletent les tendances querelleuses
des hommes qui saffrontent. Les
efforts des Nations Unies et de leurs
institutions spécialisées pour concré-
tiser les idéaux de la Charte de
'ONU sont une contribution beau-
~oup plus constructive. L’historien

¢ lavenir devrait avoir a caeur de
réserver quelques Jouanges a-leurs
travaux dans le domaine humani-
taire.

Le réfugié, cette victime des forces
ténébreuses de la nature humaine. de
Iintolérance, de la persécution. de la
guerre. de la destruction, a vu son
statul reconnu par le droit internatio-
nal — releve la revue Forum du Déve-
loppement des Nations Unies. Il est
désormais admis qu’il doit étre aidé,
ou qu’il soit dans le monde; et les
gouvernements comptent sur elles et
sur la communauté internationale
dans ce domaine. Ce n’était pas
encore le cas il y a quelques années.

Bien que ce probleme soit la con-
séquence méme des conflits, d’événe-
ments aprement débattus au Conseil
de sécurité et 4 la Commission des
droits de I'homme. il est générale-
ment admis. méme par les Etats que
‘es réfugiés ont fuis, que ceux-ci pos-

.dent certains drouts.

Au cours des dernieres decennies,
un réseau souple, mais efficace. s’est
<tissé pour venir en aide aux réfugiés:
gouvernements membres de TONLI,
organisations intergouvernementales
et non gouvernementales. Cette asso-
clalion sans contrainte a été particu-
licrement  manifeste en  Afrique.
L’Organisation de [’unité africaine
(OUA) a pris une part active. et la
convention qu'elle a adoptée en 1969
est un document solide: I'assistance
internationale a é1é dans I’ensemble
efficace, et les réfugiés de 1981 ne sont
pas ceux de 1970. Méme si la solu-
tion du probléme est devenue unc
gageure, si le réseau doit faire face
a d’innombrables difficultés. plus
jamais une situation pareille a celle
de la Palestine ne pourra se créer.

En effet. les efforts 4 moyen et a
long terme - contrairement a la pre-
micre phase d’urgence — consistent 4
faire passer les réfugiés de la condi-
tion d’assistés a celle de citoyens pro-
ductifs. Et si le probléme parait plus
insoluble 1a quailleurs, C’est que Ia
plupart des réfugiés africains ont
trouvé asile dans des pays classés au
nombre des économiquement les
moins avancés. Pour donner a leurs
propres citoyens un niveau de vie
décent, ils doivent déja concentrer
leurs efforts a rompre le cercle
vicieux de la misére. Il n’est donc
que trop évident que, confrontés a

pareilles difficultés, ils ne sont pas en
mesure de fournir par eux-mémes les
ressources au nombre croissant de
refugiés. _

Dans ce contexte, la situation des
réfugiés en Somalie peut devenir
catastrophique, selon la Semaine
internationale de 'ONU, rapportant
les paroles de M. Léon Davico,
porte-parole du Haut Commissariat
des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés,
aprés une visite de trois semaines
dans quatre pays africains. 11 voulait
alerter la presse internationale sur la
situation particulierement grave d’un
million de réfugiés.

La Somalie figure au nombre des
pays les plus pauvres du monde et
dott faire face & une situation écono-
mique difficile. L’aflux de réfugiés
sur son territoire pése lourdement
sur son infrastructure déja sous-déve-
loppée; a la limite, il risque de créer
des tensions entre la population
autochtone et les réfugiés. Or cette
situation, déja a la limite du suppor-
table, s’est soudainement aggravée
par la pénurie de carburant et par la
sécheresse, qui a tari les deux flenves
d’otr la population tirait pratique-
ment toute son eau. M. Davico et ses
compagnons ont vu des hommes
gratter de leurs doigts le lit d’un
fleuve dans lespoir de recueillir
quelques gouttes d’eau.

Une amélioration des conditions
précaires des réfugiés d’Afrique ne
peut venir uniquement du Haut
Commissariat. Seule une coordina-
tion de toutes les bonnes .volontés
permettra de résoudre ce défi lancé a
la solidarit¢ humaine. Dans cetie
oplique, une conférence internatio-
nale sous I'égide des Nations Unies
se tiendra a Genéve, au niveau
ministériel, les 9 et 10 avril.

Suzanne Engelson.



Trouver
325 milliards
CFA pour les

refugiés africains
Les pays de I'Est absents
de la conférence de Geneve

Laconférence de Genéve surles réfugiés africains s'est fina-
iement ouverte avec deux heures de retard en raison d'une
polémique sur la participation d'lsraél. Plusieurs déiégations
arabes ont boycotté les cérémonies d'ouverture, pour protester
contre la présence lsraédilenne.

‘Les représentants de 82 pays sont réunis hier 2 Gendve dans
le but de créer un fonds d'alde de 325 milliards de F CFA pour
venir en aide aux réfugiés d'Afrique.

Cing mililons de personnes, souffrant de la faim, atteintes par
diverses maladies vivent actuellement dans des camps dissé-
minés dans 25 pays d'Afrique. Cette misére résulte descguerres
ot des conflits qui affligent le continent noir.

Ces personnes représentent Ia moltié de ila population mon-
diale des réfugiés et la conférence organisée par les Nations
Unies a pour objectif de leur fournir une alde immédiate e§a long
terme.

Les pays du bloc soviétique ne participent pas a cette réunion
ou 13 ministres des Affaires étrangéres prendront la paroie.
L'URSS et ses alllés estiment que ce probléme est la conse-
quence de la décolonisation.

Five m Africans;

wander for food i
GENEVA, April 10 (UNI,
DPA)

IVE million Africans live in
: foftenh unbeargbée conditions
ar from home and dependent on Do : WMoy T :
aid -from people who themselves Patriot, New Delh:
have hardly enough to survive, 11,4.81
the international conference on
African . refugees was told here
yesterday.
The figures, presented by the
UN are based on reporfs from
' 25 -African countries and are
almost impossible to verify,

The High Commission for Re-
fugees here believes that there
are between there and five mil-
lion homeless in~Africa.

Estimates are hard to come by
because the refugees are often

anined hy namade and wha onne

The National Herald -
New Telhi 12.4.81

 $500 m aid for
Afriean ‘l(f:\"\
refugees

GENEVA, April 11 (AP)—A
high-level conference on the plight
of Africa’s five million refugees get-
ted more than $560 million in
pledges which, sponsor said yes-
terday, was enough to cover the
“most urgent needs” for the next
24 months.

However, the chief delegate from
Somalia, which shelters one out of
every five African refugees, criticis~
ed the international community for
having failed “to find a political
solution to this problem.”

“The intermational community
has chosen the less controversial
re~th of treating the sick rather
than trying to prevent the disease,”
Mr, Jama Mohamed Ghalib, Soma-
lian Minister of Local Government

-and Rural Development said.

In a refeernce to Cuban forces
*1a “Ethiopia, Mr. Ghalib said a
crucial element to a political set-
tlement is “removal of external for.
ces from the Horn of Africa.”

Reviewing the two-day pledging
conference, to which 94 countries
sent delegations, a spokesman for
the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
the principal sponsor, said about
half the pledges had not been an-
nounced in advanee.

The vast majonity of the aid was
pledged by traditional Western do-
nor nations. In the largest single
contribution, the United States an-
nounced on Thursday it will spend
$ 285 milion this year and next on
African refugees. It was umclear
what percentage of the American
pledge was in new and previougly
unannounced funds.,
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[.S. pledges £130m

aid for

Africa

By JOHN MYERS in Geneva

HE United States yester-
day pledged to pro-
vide a third of the $900
million (£410 million) aid
which the United Nations
says is needed for African
refugees during the next
four to five years.

Mys  Jeane  Kirkpatrick,
American Ambassador to the
United Nations, promised the
$283 . million (£130 miilion) as
the first .international confer-
ence on raising  funds for
African refugees opened in
Geneva.

£6m from Britain

‘But she also called on
Africa to put an end to mili-
tarv adventures and violent
politics ” which have created
the refugee problem.
Among other promises of -aid
were £6 million from Britain,
£7 million from the EEC, £4
million from the Netherlands
and £1,300,000 from Nigeria.
Other large exira contributions
were announced by Canada,
West Ge®many, France, Den-
mark«gd Sweden. The tota] so
far #pledged was approaching
8300 million when the confer-
ence adiourned until today with
Gi  countries still listed to
meak,

"Arab bloc to

The two-day conference was
almost wrecked betore it began
by an Arab demand that Israel
be excluded. Dr Waldheim and
African States appealed on
humanitarian grounds to the
withdraw its
demand.

A compromise was quicklv
found after Mrs Kirkpatrick
gave a warning that the Ameri-
can delegation would walk out
if Israel were barred.

A statement was later read
by Sudan on behalf of the

African group of coumtriesy
saving it was ‘regrettable’
that an invitation had been

sent to Israel. o

Mrs Kirkpatrick said it was
“unfortunate ” that Russia and
the East European Communist
States had not accepted their
invitations to take part in help-
ing to solve the urgent refugee
problems in Africa.

As well as having more than
5 million refugees — half the
world total — Africa also has
some 3 million displaced per-
sons.

The most needy countries are
Somalia. which now has
1,500,000 refugees from Ethio-
pia, Sudan with 400.000 Ethio-
pian and other refugees, Zaire

with 400,000 refugees from
Uganda and Chad, _and
Cameroon. with Itk I

refugees frem {Trad,

“] am not giving my name
far obvious reasons but I can
assure you that people round
here in a small town on the
way to the camps pay extor-
tionate rates for flour and ather
goods  marked from, for
example, the United States. It
is criminal.”

I understand that the number
of foreign doctors .mow in
Somalia with relief and aid
teams have advised their head
offices to threaten to cut off
all further thelp unless the
Somali authorities take swift
genuine action to stop the loss
of so much incoming material.

A French journalist who visi-
ted a retugee camp on 'the
southern border of the Ogaden
told me he had spoken tu a
German doctor who accused the
responsible Somalis of commit-
ting ‘ genocide,” against the
refugee population.

They were, according to this
admiittedly secondhand account,
content to let nomads die in
their thousands while profiting
from the theft of donated sup-
plies. ‘

Some of the refugee camps
have been described as * death
camps ” because of the high
rates of mortality.

Meanwhile, the call again has
gone out for arms for guerril-
las. apparently gearing up once
more to take on Ethiopia. the
Cubans who fight with them,

-and their Russian advisers..

International Herald Tribune - 10,4,81

$285 Million to Help African Refhgees
Pledged by U.S. Over the Next i Years

By Iain Guest
International Herald Tribune

GENEVA — The United States
announced on Thursday a pledge
of $285 million for African refugee
programs, to be spent this year and
in 1982. The pledge was made on
the the opening of a two-day meet-
ing jointly sponsored by the Unit-
ed Nations, the office of the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees
and the Organization of African
Unity.

The OAU has long argued that
Africa’s 5 million refugees, almost
half the world total, have received
less than they should compared to
others. The goal at the Geneva
meeting is $1.15 billion.

Washington’s pledge, considera-
bly more than had been expected,
was described by Jeane Kirkpa-
trick, who heads the American del-
egation, as “an expression of our
desire to help, but also as a convic-
tion that something can be done.”

She added: “We deeply feel the
suffering of Africa’s millions of
refugees forced by political, 'eco-
nomic and natural catastrophes to
leave their homes in search of safe-
ty and even survival.”

Rep. Howard Wolpe, Democrat
of Michigan, who is a delegate,
said the pledge would meet no ob-
stacles in the Congress. “There are
few issues that command such bi-
partisan support,” he said.

The opening of the conference
was delayed by a boycott by Arab
delegations, in protest of the invi-
tation of Israel. The Arabs ended
their boycott after a statement by

Omer Birido of Sudan, who de-
plored *“as a matter or principle”
the invitation to Israel. :

Among the 94 delegations, the
only member of the Eastern Eu-
rope Socialist bloc is Yugoslavia.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick said at a news
conference that the
pledge would be broken down be-
tween the African programs of the
UN High Commissioner and the
Red Cross ($126.5 million), food
aid ($80.7 million), still unspeci-
fied settlement programs for refu-
gees in Africa (365 million),and
resettlement of African refugees in
the United States ($11.2 million).

Mrs. Kirkpatrick said 3,800 ref-
ugees would be resettled in the
United Statess this year and 4,500
next year — “if they want to
come.” Most are Ethiopians, who
have sought asylum in the Sudan
and Djibouti, and they are being

received in the United States un-
der the existing refugee program.

American’

Two Main Beneficiaries

But the public acknowledge-
ment of this at the confergng:c
caused comment among some Af-
nican delegates, who are not eager
10 encourage outside resettlement
as a solution for Africa, .

 The most immediate beneficiar-
1es of the announcement
wou]d'se'em to be the UN High
Commissioner’s office and the In-
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross, _both of which are both
Struggling (o meet their budget tar-
gets for Africa this year.

wh}zllfhﬂlgh ‘Cczimmissiner’s office,
i as raised only $53 milli
of its $168 goal for ll{is year;nlilsl%r;f
pected to receive about §110 mil-
lion in the next two years, with no
conditions  attached. “The Red
Cross is short by on its 198 budg-
et by 38 million Swiss francs
(about $19 million). ’
Seyeral Arab states, no
Saudi Arabia, did not rlaspon[gbl]c})l
lnvitations to' participate at the
conference, and the contributions
of members of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting  Countries
to’ward the UN High Commission-
f}l; s budget are small compared to
those of Western donors. This year



Fem miljoner flyktingar

1 Afrika

B B Det racker inte att barg torf-
tigt halla Afrikas fem miljoner
flyktingar vid liv med nédsénd-
ningar.

B B Det ar otillfredsstdllande att
en afrikansk flykting far en arlig
skdrv av 85 kronor medan andra
flyktinggrupper far mer &n det
dubbla.

B B De maste f& tillrackligt for
ett manniskovardigt liv, leva i
normalare bosdttningsform &n
ett primitivt flyktingliger.

Det budskapet framfér dr Pe-
ter Onu, bitrddande generalsek-
reterare i Afrikanska enhetsor-
ganisationen QAU till virldens
givarlander infér den stora afri-
kanska flyktingkonferensen i
Geneve den 9—10 april.

Vard ar FN:s flyktingkommis-
sariat, UNHCR, dvergripande or-
gan for den mesta flyktinghjal-
pen ivérlden. Av varldens 13 mil-
joner flyktingar star 10 milj un-
der UNHCR:s mandat. Det ar
UNHCR som f{érhandlar fram
hjalpprogrammen med ldnder-
nas regeringar som sedan ge-
nomfors av frivilligorganisatio-
ner och andra FN-organ.

O FN-organ
i dilemma

Det forsdtter UNHCR liksom
andra FN-organ i ett svart dilem-
ma. Ofta tvingas man félja disku-
tabla projekt av rddsla for att re-
spektive land helt stanger dérren
for ut- och insyn. Det hidnder att
man stillsamt drar sig ur ett pro-
jekt som missbrukas, men det
sker forst efter 14nga Gvervagan-
den sedan man forst forsokt sty-
rain projektet pa rétta banor.

UNHCR skall agera helt hu--

manitirt. Inte ta politisk stall-
ning, inte ge hjédlp som innebar
inblandning i staternas politik.

Idealistiska faltarbetare finner
oftast den diplomatiska sitsen
konfliktfylld. De tvingas ge ut
mindre matransoner for att half-
ten av matleveranserna bara for-
svunnit under transporter.’

De borjar behandia en tbe-sjuk
som de vet snart ska lamna be-
handlingen for att han méste ut
p& 4kern — annars har den s
kallade sjalvforsorjande familjen
inget att leva p4. Nar han sedan
ater ar for sjuk for att arbeta

Dagens Nyheter,

biter inte behandlingen pa ho-
nom léngre. Manga dor i just tbe
mitt i Sudans rika durrabilte.
Tbe dr annars en sjukdom som ar
lattbotad i ett ordnat samhaélle.

I ménga ldnder smalter flyk-
tinghjélpen in som ett led i lan-
dets egen utvecklingsplan. I Tan-
zania tex satts de 150000 flyk-
tingarna att odla upp glesbygden.
I Sudan som med sina 450 000
flyktingar &r nést storsta motta-
garlandet for flyktingar i Afrika,
efter Somalia, spelar flyktingar-
na en viktig roll som underbetal-
da gastarbetare. De skall fylla
gapet efter de cirka en miljon
sudaneser som sokt sig till béattre
betalda jobb i Saudi-Arabien.

O Flydde till
skogarna

I linder som &r fattiga och di-
plomatiskt isolerade som Angola
har UNHCR andra konflikter.
Man bekostar humanitdr hjalp
till namibiska barn och kvinnor i
Swapoléger i sédra delen av lan-
det. Men ndgon hjédlp kan man
enligt reglerna inte ge de cirka
800000 hemlésa sk “displaced
persons” som lénge varit flyk-
tingar i det egna landet. Det ar
miénniskor ur oppositionsrore-
sen UNITA som flydde in i sko-
garna efter nederlaget 1978.

Dessa flyktingar vallar Angola
stor smarta. Det ar, enligt UNI-
CEF, ménniskor som under ara-
tal i skogarna nu soker sig nakna
och utmaérglade till byarna.

En aktuell huvudvark for
UNHCR i&r aterforandet av flyk-
tingar fr&n Sudan till Etiopien,
tvé tidigare fiender som nu plots-
ligt fallit i varandras armar. Ett
100-tal etiopier flog i fjol tilibaka
till Addis Abeba.

[0 Barnen ute

-} (1]
pa filten

Av dem har 60-talet nu tagit sig
den mdodosamma védgen tillbaka
till Sudan till fots. De beriittar om
avrittningar i de "omskolnings-
lager” som ordnats f6r dem efter
hemkomsten. Men de berittel-
serna far inte spridas idngre i
dagens Sudan. Flyktingar har
hotats att bli utan mat om de
beréttar.

Sweden, 5.,4.81

Fyrtifem ldinder har
hittills meddelat att de
kommer att delta i den
FN-konferens om bi-
stind till afrikanska
flyktingar som arrange-
ras i Genéve 9—10 april,
uppger FN-kiillor i New
York. , )

Konferensens mal ir
att viicka virldsopinion-

TT-AFP.NEW YORK, lérdag.

en for flyktingproblemen
i Afrika och att samla in
pengar for arbetet bland
de uppskattningsvis fem
miljoner flyktingarna i
18 afrikanska linder.

De 18 linder det giiller
har beriiknat att behovet
av flyktinghjilp ligger pa
drygt fyra miljarder kro-
nor.

vdrme — en skara barn i ett flyktingldger i

Ugandai Ostafrika.

De mer permanenta losningar
som Peter Onu efterlyser for
Afrikas flyktingar finns i vitt
skilda skepnader beroende pa
landets egen politik och egna be-
hov. DN har tittat pa flykting-
arbete i Sudan, Tanzania och
Angola, tre afrikanska stater

- med skilda politiska system som

Slyktiggkommissariatat har

verksdmhet i. I samtliga linder

finns, ocksd Sverige med, dels

som givariand ‘men ockséd som

verkstédilare av UNHCR-pYojekt.
S4 hér kan det se ut:

ePa lotter om femn hektar god

&kerjord i Tanzanias nordéstra .

de!l odlar flyktingarna majs och
kassawa for det egna hushaéllet
som ska mdtta cirka 10 personer.
Dessutom odlas tobak fér kon-
tanter. Barnen gér alla i skola till
de Aatta icke laskunniga mam-
mornas stolthet. Livet 4r arbets-
tyngt. Barnen arbetar p4 filten
efter skolan och bidrar till maten
genom att jaga smafagel.
Familjerna som flytt undan
stamfejder i det Gverbefolkade
grannlandet Burundi lever i sma
byar i traditionella hus i ridlera
och tegel, allt bokstavligt byggt
med egna hidnder. Gemensamt

med alla de 25000 flyktingarna
har det kortvuxna hutufolket.i
flyktingsamhallet Uliankulu en
traktor och del i kollektivets in- -
komster fran hotellet och de ge-
mensamma &gorna. MAlsittning-
en ar att de en dag skall integre-
ras totalt i samhallet, bli vanliga
medborgare. Cirka 35000 flyk-
tingar fran Tanzanias grannland
Ruanda har nyligen blivit natu-
raliserade tanzanier.

® Dold bakom en kulle intill sta-
den El Gedaref i Sudans rika
durraland i den flyktingrika pro-
vinsen"Kassalg bor 6000 regist-
rerade ‘etiopiska flyktingar. Den
s k halvurbana bosittningen Tai-
wawa #r avsedd for stadshor.



Special report

On 1op of ali s other serious problems of
reconsnuction, the government of Angola
is canng  for  approsnnatch 80.000
refugees from nt*:gfnbourlllg states,  Hi-
cudimg 5.900 South Atricans and 20-
30,000 Zareans. By far the fargest sugle
group arc Namibians — now numbering
over 50.000 peopic and increasing datly as
more nin the gaundet of South: African
roops 1o escape diross the illegally
occupicd wrritonys northert: bhorder.

Delegates from an Internarional Com-
mission of Inguin who recentiv visited the
Namibian Health and Educauon Centre
in Kwanza Sul Province gained vivid im-
pressions of the practical and logisucal
difficuities of providing for such vaw
numbers of people. Assistance from the
internavonal community has so far been
disappomungly  sparse  —  anothier
measure  of the effecuveness of pre-
apartheid propaganda in misrepresenting
the Angolan situation,

The centre is wmporarny home  for
25.000 Namibians. Approxirnatelv 80U km
from the northern Namibian border.
‘It was established following the massacre
on Mav 3 197& of more than 600 refugees
bv  South African  paratroopers  at
Kassinga, 500 km further south. Even at
this duatance from the war zone the
danger of South African auack iy ever-
present — South Atrican Air Force recon-
naissance planes and bombers regulariy
penetrate Angolan air space as far north as
Benguela, 40y km from the border, while
new arrivals at Kwanza Sul. orphans, dis-
abled, or suffering from shock are a
constant reminder of the conunuing
struggle.

Berween one-third and a half of the
Nainibians at Kwanza Sul are school-age
children and studenrs, whiie approxi-
mately 10% are in the age range one 10
eight vears — a high nsk categorv for
malnutriion  and  related  illuesses.
Womnen and elderly people accouut for
further large propordons of the popula
ton and 800 babues have been born in the
sertlerient since it was founded.

Bur a recent mrend is towards an in-
creasing number of men of working age,
many of themn contract workers, who have
left Namibia since the introduction last
vear by the South African authorines, of
military conscniption for all races.

Apart from South African aggression
itsell. the most acute problem facing
swaro and the Angolan authorities is the
proﬁ‘sioi ol a safe and reliable water
suppiv. The Kwanza Sul centre lies in well
wooded, hily .country where dhe. nivers
flow through deep ravines. ‘The refugees
by and large. are housed in bell tenis
donated by UnnHCR and the Swedish
Government. At present.  water s
labormoush rransported intwo trucks —
constantdy  breabing  down under  the
rigours i drving through the rough

Namibian refugees’ morale stays high

rerrain — from the nearest niven

New arrvals ar the setdlement further-
more. have probably spent several weeks
travelhng thiough a senes of SWAPC transut
camps after an arduous and dangerous
journey  thiough countrv where  clean
water for drinking and washing is scarce.,
Tvphord, malarix dvsenten and other
diarrhova-ivpe  ilnesses. and  parasitic
diseases. are thus all comrmon ar the settie-
iment. Tubercaloss, which i prevalent iy
Nanubia undet the acally discrnning
wory apartheid health svstem, alvo arrives
witli the 1etugees. v

D1 Ivambe Indongo. swapo Secrewan
for Heulth and Socas Aflars and chiel
doctor ai the centre’s 30-bed hospital. wid
delegates of another problem: caring for
the war-wounded and disabled. Amputees
usualh avel abroad 10 be fited with
artificial lumbs in friendhy countries, but
on retarning to Kwanve Sul. further assisi-
ance » needed w train: the disabled in the

ro{;er use and maintenance of their
limbs and 10 rehabiliate them into the
commiumny tirough producuve acuvity
and crafts.

Undernounishmenr and  malnutriuon
are being tackled as svstematically  as
possible  and  feeding  programmes
deveioped which take account of the
inevitable pracucal problems of storage
and transportation ansing in a large
developing countrv with few meualled
roads and a sub-tropical climate. Coelho
da Cruz, tormerh Minister of Health in
the Angolan Government and now
President of the Angolan League for
Friendship and Solidariry with Peoples,
explained that the authorities were tend-
ing to make use of foodsfls based on
sova beans, rather than the more conven-
tonal dried milk and dairy products. for
these reasons,

Angola’s climate expenences sudden
drops in iemperature, parucularly  ar
night, and warm clothing. blankets and
tenis are all needed for refugees of all ages.
Walking shoes and rubber boots and
shoes for the rainy season are another
prioritv. Members of the swaro Women'’s
Coundil, who are engaged in developing 2
maternity and child care centre at Kwanza
Sul. a kindergarten and a training pro-
gramme for nurses and midwives in con-
Junction  with  the swapo  health
authorites, have been appealing abroad
for napkins and baby clothes. baby soaps
and creams, women’s underwear and
supplemeniary  foods for babies and
nursig mothers.

dducauonally, the main thrust of ;the

- work being done ar the centre is 1o pre

pare both studenis and adults for the
evenwal return 10 a free Namibia and the
reconsiruction of a genuinely non-racial
sociery. Morale v high. despite the graviey
of the situation i Namitna and the imran-
sigence of the South African regme ®

PEHLON OF PGS

The woirld was <hiocked Ty the midssacres
of refugees Ty the aried {orces of Rhodesia
and South Africa But just as grims were the
davs when Sudancese troops c1ossed Cenudd
African Repubhe and Ugandan borders o
il refugeess when Morocean planies
boibed Saharawr women and children in
hberated arcas of the Western Desert. when
returned  refugees were hquidated by
Arnun's regime and Mobura's regime. and
when Nguema's agents hidnapped  and
execnied exales from Eguatorial Guinea

The worsening problem and s causes
were the background w a second Pan-
African refugee conference sponsared by
the Ot UNHOR and tNbeA at Arusha
Tarzama in Mav 1974 Thic Conference on
the Stiuanion of Refugees m Africa was at-
tended by 39 oat member states and had a
large number of non-African states and
humanitarian organisations a« observers.

Discussion at the conference was open
and crincal and it has subsequently been
suggested thar Idi Amin's fali in Uganda a
few weeks before the conference gave roorr
1o freer discussion about Africans persecut-
ing Africans and the imporance of human
rights than might otherwise have been the
case. Among the numerous recommend-
ations that emerged were appeals te African
states to consider public declarations of
aminesty for theh nationals in exile: to
implement the basic legal instrumenty con-
cerning  human  nightss to  incorporate
principles relating to asvlum inwo their
national law: to rath the 1969 oav Con-
vention. and not to penalise refugees for
entering the country of asvluny in an irregu-
lar manner.

All the recommendations of the Arusha
Conference were confirmed a few months
later atthe 1979 oAU mecting in Monrovia.

It is clear that Africs is determined 1o
tackle its immense refugee problems. It
seemns that there will soon be an African
Human Rights Commission. At a practical
level voung, poor African states slrujglmg
for their own deselopmen: have almost
alwavs extended generous hospitali 10
refugees. land has been granted for temp-
oran and permaneri ir’l[ﬁ‘menu and man-
power and other semvices provided. Last
vear Tanzama set a new precedent by con-
ferring cizenship upon 36.000 Rwandese
refugees.

However, the scale of Africa’s refugee
problems is one demanding international
action. ltis 10 be hoped that the delegates at
this month's Geneva conference will pledge
their countries o help alleviate the vast
human suflering involved.

No doubt there will be a considerable
shortfall in the monev asked for and the
monev commiited. Part of the blame for
this must be apporuoned to those OAU
member states who have failed to ratifv the
1969 vat Convention. which has pro-
visions spedfically designied w0 cover the
sitnation of refugees in Africa By the begin-
ning of this vear only 19 of the 49 0at swares
were Par!\ (8] Ih(‘ C(‘JH\ cnnepn — not a veny
convinang demonstranon o the world of
Atrican commitmoent o refugec protecoon @
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'Special report

Africa’s refugee crisis —
a glohal responsihility

The United Nations, the Organisation of
African Unity and the uN High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) called on
the nations of the world to meet in Geneva
this month at an International Conference
for Assistance to Refugees in Africa There
are now more than 5m refugees in Africa —
over half the world’s total — compared with
I'm five years ago.

More than 100 countries were invited,
from the powerful giants such as China, the
ussk and us down to small island nations
such as Trinidad, Iceland and C
Refugee-assisting organisations and African
liberation movements are among the
observers.

At this two-day conference the delegates
are being informed in detail of the different
refugee situatons in Africa and pro-
grammes for emergency and long-term
relief will be presented. The countries
attending will then be asked to pledge
realistic sums of money to ensure the
success of the programmes.

Poul Harting, the High Commissioner
for Refugees, says he has high expectations
that this international conference will secure
much-needed resources. But will these
really be forthcoming? This is not the first
appeal for help that has gone out to the

One in two refugees in the world is an African. Roland Stanbriﬂge
describes their plight and reviews the history of aid for refugees both
from White rule and from Black African tyrants

international community and those in the
Fasl have met with litle success. The UNHCR
has targeted $136m for emergency relief for
African refugees this year.

In .droughit-stricken Somalia there are
around 2m refugees, mostly women and
children who have fled the fighting in the
Ogaden region of Ethiopia while their men
remain behind as guernllas of the Western
Somali Liberation Front. At the beginning
of this year refugees were flooding into the
30 Somali camps at the rate of over 4,000 a
day and the UNHCR said that only immense
international effort could solve the crisis.
Uncounted numbers of these refugees are

ing of starvation. Only about 40% are in
official refugee camps and even their plight
is pitiful. Malaria, bitharzia and other in-
fectious diseases are widespread and there is
practically no medicine available. .Food
rations are inadequate and undernourish-
ment and malnutrition is rife.

In late 1979 President Siad Barre,
alarmed by the increasing flood of refugees
and the burden they were placing on his
country, declared a national state
emergency and appealed to the world for
assistance. A year later he was reportedly
dismayed by the poor response, especially
given the large scale of international aid

of

mobilised for the Vietnamese “boat people”
and Afghan refugees in Pakistan.

Sudan’s reFugee population  was
approaching 500,000 at the beginning of
this vear, most of them Eritreans fleeing the
civil war in Ethiopia. Sizeable numbers also
came from Chad, Zaire and Uganda More
than 100.000 were in urban centres, the
majority unable: to find work. Immense
strains were being placed on Sudan’s
limited resources and a rapidly-mounting
chaotic situation led the government to
create a National Committee for Aid to
Refugees which declared 1980 “The Year of
the Refugee” and launched a world-wide
fund-raising campaign. It appealed for
$280m at an international conference held
in mid-1980 in Khartoum. Funds for only
$10m were pledged.

Wherever one looks in Africa groups of
refugees are to be found. Wichin Ethiopia
more than a mitlion of its own citizens are
internally “displaced persons” and there are
many thousands of refugees from Sudan.
International assistance for the 110,000
refugees in Cameroon, who have fled from
fighung in Chad, has been grossly inade-

uate and malnutrition and diséase are

claiming a high toll. In south-west Algeria
about 150,000 West Saharan refugees who
have fled from Moroccan aggression are
living in barren sandy camps. They are in
dire need of more assistance.

In Senegal uncounted thousands of
refugees are believed to be living without
any assistance at all. According to the Zaire
Government the country i$ burdened with
750,000 exiles. In turn the countries
bordermg Zaire provide asylum for many
victims of Mobutu’s regime. An estimated
250,000 Zaireans fled the turmoil in Shaba
province alone in the latter 70s. Repatri-
ation of these people Ey UNHCR has been
going on since an offer of amnesty by
Mobutu in 1979.

Africa’s refugees ‘ half the world’s total

S

Algeria
Angola
Botswana
Burundi

50.000 Sahrawis; 2,000 Chileans [52,000

18,000 Zareans: 35,900 Namibians; 1,000 South' Africans ] 54,900

Rwandese ]50 000

Cameroon

Chadians. 1ooooof

CAR
Djibouti i
Egypt ‘
Ethiopia
Kenya
Lesotho
Morocco

¢ “990 South Afncahs
W!Ous (Europe)

i ! - 17000 : o
500 Ethroplans Rwandgse: Ugandans

i

Ethjopians §42,000 =

Mozambique

Smbabwsans (now gomg backy 60,000

Rwanda
Senegal

arnoml&ﬁ@(}

J&ﬁD Burund!s.wamlans

Somalia

Ethiopians 1,540,000

Sudan

390000Eth|opoans Ugandans; Chadians; Zaireans 441,000

Swaziland

]5.000 south Africans

Uganda

Rwandese; Zaireans 112,400 ¢

Tanzania

Burundis; Rwandese 155,700

LZaire

200,000 Angolans plus Burundis; Rwandese; Ugandans and Zambsans 301,800 ¢

Zambia

Angolans '51 000

Others

Namibians; South Africans; Zimbabweans |30,000

Issued 29 8 1980 - stanstics as of 1 July 1980
Produced by UNHCR QOFFICIAL
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Although the brutally repressive rule of
President Macias Nguema of Equatorial
Guinea ended with his execution after an
army coup in August 1979, huge numbers
of nationals are still in exile in neighbour-
ing Gabon awaiting repatriation.

Southern Africa generated endless
streams of refugees throughout the last two
decades. Hundreds of thousands have been
repatriated following the successful wars of
liberation in Mozambique, Angola and
Zimbabwe, but there is stll a constant out-
pouring of asvlum-seekers from Namibia
and South Africa, estimated at about
Impeople in 1980. They live in constant
danger of attack from the armed forces of

Just three of the 2m. refugees in Somalia

South Africa Apart from large-scale
bombings of refugee camps, the South
Africans have also assassinated several
Eolitical refugees by means of parcel
ombs,

While the international community has
been slow to respond to the tragic situation
of so many of Africa’s refugees, independ-
ent Africa has made concerted efforts to
redress the problem since it was first
recognised.

During colonial times there was no
African refugee problem because colonial
forces did not allow movements of people
across borders. Thus colonised A?ricans
were unable to flee even in cases of
genocide such as the Maji Maji wars of
extermination in Tanganyika, the German
attempt to destroy the Herero people in

Werner Gartung

South West Africa, or the massive slaughter
of “Abyssinians” by the Italians.

But together 'with the coming of
independence came the refugees — in ever-
increasing numbers. Less than a year after
its creation in 1963 the 0AU established an
ad hoc Commission on Refugees and created
a Refugee Committee to draft a legal Con-
vention for African Refugees.

By 1967 the alarming increase in refugee
numbers led the 0au to hold a conference
on the “legal, economic and social aspects
of African refugee problems” in Addis
Ababa The purpose was to alert the world
to the serious problems and to devise
solutions. There were thought to be about
800,000 refugees in Africa and it was
generally believed that almost all had origi-
nated from colonial or White minority
regimes.

Though the appeal for international help
brought little response, the Addis Ababa
conference established some clear guide-
lines for African solidarity in relation to
refugees. These included recommen-
dations that African governments should
share the burden of refugees rather than
leave a few countries overloaded; that
refugees be issued with travel documents to
facilitate movement; and that they should
not be rejected at fronters. The conference
also led to the creation of a Bureau for the
Placement and Education of African
Refugees (BPEAR) with a mandate to find
jobs m African states for educated refugees.

In 1969, after five years of work the
Refugee Commiittee produced an accept-
able draft convention, which was adopted
by the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government as the OAU Convention Govern-
ing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in
ica. This historic document provided the

basis for accepting large groups of
ugees.
In Africa refugees usually arrive in large
numbers and, prior to the oau Convention,
there was no suitable legal instrument for
dealing with them. The United Nations
1951 Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees was inadequate in that it was
designed to deal with individual determi-
nation of refugee status. Though modelled
on the Geneva Convention, the O0OAU
Convention added a clause to the definition
of “refugee” which has since been hailed
internationally as a major step forward in
refugee law. It reads: “The term ‘refugee
shall’. . . apply to every person who, owing
to external aggression, occupation, foreign
domination or events seriously disturbin

ublic order in either part or the whole o

Eis country of origin or nationality, is com-
pelled to leave his place of habitual resid-
ence in order to seek refuge in another
place...”

Nonetheless, despite Africa’s efforts,
refugee numbers continued o increase
dramatically and it became increasingly a

arent that the major cause was not Higgt -

om White rule, but rather gross violations
of human rights within independent
African states themselves — perpetrated by
uncontrolled troops, tyrants and political
and military leaders unable to tolerate com-

A
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Daily Express, Philippines, 4.4.81

MBS to air UN pregram on refugees

MANILA -~ The
Makarlika Broadcasting
Systom and the Burean
of “tuadeast will air
trwniion  and  radio
vipuions. of a special
Hlamonute United
Noricas psrogram next
wo-¥  tluborating on
e ] old’s  refugees
si.01. ilon and
pr..iing a better

public awareness of a
global conference to be
held in Geneva April
9-10 on the plight of
refugees in Africa.

A recent installment
of the weekly world
chronicle scries, the
program  will  be
televised by Maharlika
on April 6, from 11:30
p.m. and on April 9

between 6 and 7 p.m.
The radio version will
go on the air from 8:30
p-m. on April 9 for a
simultaneous broadcast
over radio one DZFM
438 KHZ, DZFM-FM
103.5 MHZ, DUH2
6170 KHZ, DUH3 KHZ
and DUB4 9615 KHZ.

IT IS an interview
with Dale de Haan,

Daily Tribune, Philippines, 1.4.81

Africa’s refugees need
‘more than $1 billion

African  countries—
many of them classified
as low income or least
developed - today face
an added stress on thejr
already overstrained
economies.  They are
having t¢ give asylum
to five million refugees
- half the entire refugee
population ofthe
world.

It is costing them
heavily. Submission by
African governments to
the forthcoming Inter:

national Conference on -

Assistance to Retugees
in Africa (ICARA) indj-
cates that over $115 bhi.
lion is required to meet
refugee needs on the
continent,

This in e a n s that
there is an urgent need
to raise about $890 mil.
lion in order to meet
the full requirements of
the large numbers of re.-
tugees.  The current
programs for assistance
to refugees, in Africa,
approved by the United
Nations High Commis.
sioner for Refugees und
other  United  Natjons
ABENCIeS. A M 0 u .. o
$260.8 million.

It also means thu

because . ol its  mapni-
tude, the Afnican retu.
gee problewn can onh
be sulved effecuvely
through the concested
effort ol the entire in-
ternational community,

In response to this
pressing need, the Uni-
ted Nations General As-
sembly has called for

-the convening of ICA.

RA in Geneva, April 9.
10, 198!, to give an op-
portunity to Govern-
ments to acquire great-
er awareness of Africa’s
refugee problem and to
pledge more resources
towards its effective
and durable solution.

An [CARA d o ¢ u-
ment The Refugee Si-

tuation in Africa: Assist:

ance Measures
Proposed points out
that w i thin the total
3115 biltion needed for
refugee programs in Af.
rica, approximately
$450 million is required
on a priority basis for
measures that have to
be implemented in the
immediate term - that
is, during 198] and 1982 .

AbGut $69 2 million
is required 10 satisfy
the emergency needs -
such as food and shelter
- of refugees who have
newly arrived or who
are residing in relief
camps in a number of
African countries.

The document goes
on to list $50.! million
needed for direct addi-
tional assistance to re-
fugees and returmees.
Among the major ex-
penditures envisaged in
the direct assistance
program are those in
the fields of education
(31041 million), health
and sanitation (98 mil-
lion), agricultural deve-
lopment (3891 million)
and shelter ($521 mil.
lion).

The ICARA propo-
sals include $312 7mil-
liontobespent on
various projects aimed
at strengthening the a.
bility and capacity of
the  African asylum
countries to cope better
with the extra burden
placed on their services
andfacilitieshy
the largescale presence
of refugeesand dijs-
placed persons.

United Nations deputy
nigh commissioner for
relugees.

The interviewers are

Michael Litticjohns of
Reuters. Keith Hindeli

British

Broadcasting
Corporation  and
tugene-Lorson ot the
Ghana News Agency, all
stationed in New York.

Yomiuri, Japan

7.4.81
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BORBA - Belgrade Yugoslavia
11.4.81

APPUUKE USBETMTTMLUE TOAWNHE 1981

Jyue je y ZKeHeBH oKORUANS ABONHERHZ
mebynapoana KoHdepesnmuja mocsehena

MAROCEO 500 - ° npo6nemy adPpHukux m3beramma. Omal
CKyn y opramm3anuin ¥ jeumesnx mulj;,s
KOMe Cy HPHCYCTBOBAJIM NPENACTABRHNIN
ATZIR y jeMaba’ M MeDYHADOOHMX  OPraHM3anmjs,
EGIPAT S000 — 6mo je mocsehen npReHcTBeHo NoBeMamy
nomohn ommm acdpPHUENM ADPKABaMA, THje
CY H3IMOHAJIHE EKOHOMIMje Temixe omrepehe
: He crajdEMM nopacrom 6poja malermwma,
FIGERTIA 110,000 ROJuX HA ,,(PHOM KOHTHHEHTY" NOHAKO NMA
SENEGAL : 5,000 /(‘ Hajsmme ma cBery,
EUDAN 490,000 V A : ° ) DEIBUTT
GANA 200 K ; | 43900
S ® ETIOPIJA 11000
CENTR.A¥R ,REP,_ 7,000 - ° ‘
EAMERUN 266,000 — SOMATIIA 1500000
UGANDA 112400 ' KENTJIA 2500
GABON. 30,000 y
ZATR 400,000 RUANDA . 30180
BURUEDY . 390090
Bpoj AdpuEaRana KOjM HANYmITA]y CBOjJy AOMOBK PANZANIIA . 160000
By, Tpaxehn yroummre mHajuemhe y cycenEum 3eMiba- ANGOTA 4
Ma, 32 IOCAEAMX JECeT roWHa Ce YBHMINECTPYuHo M anese
AOCTHrao KAaTACTPOMaJHMX mer MHAMOHA, IIpema aHa- ZAMBIJA 39,500
am3aMa cnemujaim3opane arennije YH 3a xpagy -— MOZAMBIK ... 200
PAQ, MHOre 3eMbe ,,qPHOr KOHTHMHEHTA“ y KOjmda ce
caza Hamxase uw3beramite me mory ma ofezfeme noposmHE BOCV.
KOJIMYMHEE XpP3HEe M BOAe HM 33 cBoje rpabame, Iosomxaj A 3000
mGelIMIa ¥ FHUMa 3aTo je Jom TemEm N, npema Npo- ‘ /
IeHM cBeTcKke opraHm3anuje, mMebymaponHe 3ajenEmme , 8SVAZY e e
Tpebano 6u na osum adpwikuM lemmama onobpm mo- IESOTO. 20000

moh on Muamjapny m 400 MmINOHa2 RoAApa, camo A8
Gn ce 3aM0BO/bIJIC OCHOBHe noTpele maBeramma.
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West Wrestles With Refugee Aid Request

By lain Guest

EVA — Dunng the last
few weeks, Wesien govern-
-aments have been wrestling with
onc of the largest and least satis-
‘Iactory requests for humanitarian

_aid ever laid a1 their door.

1t comes from the office of he
'!Jn‘xwdk’:faums High Commission-
-1 for Refugees, spanmn% (1 oon
*Serence in Geneve

wom Alrics’s 5 millior refugess Thc

s being asked 1s §1. “bﬂhon.
There can be few worthier caus-

es giver the apalling conditions in
meany of the camps and the burden
on some of the world's poorest
.countnies: Somalie’s refugees prob-

"ably wcoum for one-third of ithe

country’s total population — jthe

mcuivalent of 60 million nsw-
00rmers into the United States.

" Nor is §1.15 billioz (1o be spent
T four vears) an exorbitant sum
=0 el apainst other contempo-

/aEry emergencies: It -has gost

. Toughly ‘the same 10 resetle
¥ 900,000 Vietnamese bos: Iz in
z”::n:ins' two years, -anc the emer-

; - relief ;program for Camibo-
ﬁx. =lready reised 600 mﬂ-

T

,-.

Ib the current climate of govu-n

»m

; m:[ucst from the UNHCR is .ex-

ordinarily embitious —
%n}va_thcagmﬂhnsso &rcm!y
mccwdpd in raising $150 million
rof s owrd” ’rcgula.r 1981 budget
¢ {5500 mfflion) to be spent or more
i thar 12 million refugess through-
sout the world.
+ "Emergency Assistance’
* Wha: makes it more ambitious
-still is the way it is being present-
ed: Only $69 milthon are described
‘28 “eme. v assistance” (o refu-
. gees; $425 million will be spent on
“direc: assistance” such as bealth
i« food, and & further $312 mil-
~aor will cover infrastructure such
a8 schools and roads, ever th
this sort of assistance is mo y
- handled by the UN Devclopmcnl
- P-ogrzm and other UN specialized
agencies,
. These are presented as global
~sums, and the refugee problem as
-~ pommen  to-viruslly the entire
conunent of Afnica, even though
abe -actual _pumbers vary enor-
mously. Mozambique has only 100
refugees while Somalia claims 1.5
“million.

As & result, the first reaction of
Western donors, who traditionally
contribute 90 percent  of :the
UNHCR's budget, may be to p:d
the list_apapt and insist not only

,1-;~'

*.mcn‘ speadimg ans, bowever; this™

ot that e UNH ca? sl

AIONE . COuntries. Umtcd

Swushuneverhdden its yeserva-

it e Bt e
an opiz ws

they call on Cuban advjsers mi‘ is

Sard o acc Jeane J. er

who will behcadmg«xhcu . dele-

pnommmngmyohqmc&

Thc "UNHCR & -d:hbcrau:ly
of “Africa’s refugees”

rather than the emergencies in 4p-
@vidusl countnes w-avoid such
jtica) intrusions. But this gam-
will only .pay -off if she
UN‘%CR itself comes across as &

pients. .

- “Poul Hartling the Damsh H.lgh
Commissioner, has not helped his
cause by uncnucall\ accepling
govcmm—nu estmaies -on -the
number of refugees (whick have in
some cases been mflated 10 exag-
gorate the crisis) and also their es-
timates oo the cmoum o‘! mcncy
Mm PR Y

“Emotive Peg

? Tt-woilld have becﬂ*suangc in-
deed i Afncan gowernments had
0ot seized on ‘the raquest for data
sent out by the CR last No- -

vember and used the emotive peg

‘of ‘refugees to try and win more of

‘the’ acvelopmm‘ udihtv 80 dﬁ—

perately need. "7 - sttt
Bu;xsthlsmcmswnmtry o0

m.keupthcdimﬂnﬂmdmm:
framh East and West) Aol 35 the -
U‘ﬂ{CRﬂ\exgmL?m*hemmm
od with the burden’ n:cmswulo
botbxsmﬂay o

f‘y Qﬂlaﬂdxmmeasunbym

"unhrﬂmpredxctwhu&e
“West's .peaction -will © be. The
-administretan, which

b2l et GO Wé’%ﬁ;ﬂmum humanitarian eid

ymb!u:n uxh: (?.lfﬁmlty in th:d

atrick, -mg where

d-vdopm:nt hegms
refugess mununmtur&hy
4he country -which gva
asylum. they are in ega! timbo and
the only agency with & clear man-
‘dste 1o help is the ONHCR. ~ .
Tbe UNHCR has’ alsc heen -
forced 107l the gap left by the
hdnofan;yl"Nndagcnqmmc

nordugees Iz ® serics of ad hoc
“UN resolutions, the High Commus-

‘sioner has ‘be:r. ven ibili-
ty for have &is-
.aned y:wars"(.-.s m Z;'mbabwt)

And cvcnthough’thc agmcy’
mandate covers “map-made disas
:u's, {R'is A Tnassve
. -aid program in Somahs that @re-
mnu._)mmbmcsma.nmdcmd
patural causes: Somalis’s refugees
‘have fied years of drought and the
steady zrosion of 2 vomadic way
ol - easud]as:bcwumﬁz
O“E;‘ilmms "hu &vcrtac “fhe
UNHCR“{mmm“nnxrcspom-
- ility —The lega! pr rotectiof OFrek- -
upecs. 'Ihcmd’ﬂuwed:‘s
conference, Bs presemted by the -

nhskkclym'bemxsumdﬁxmd&
mt ~gasistance,” may “wdll

m}msgvmgsandpledgc

chrgemm—whﬂcmmsungthm

m:im'bc given .o .A.hcs fike
and the Sudan. ..

At ‘the same time, the United

"Su_l.zsm 11y to point & finger at

wh:ch:sthc othc

2 ion refu
munms) = as*V‘mmxm was
- Jorced o the corner at the Ry,
39791medmgo-1'|cmamcboal

3

Bu' Wesierp allies will ‘be frank-
1ymarmad They are 2'ready oon-

cvemed at xh:xa\ SN i are
#ating into thar aid budgets and
the way bumanitanan =id 40 such

-rountnes as Somaliz hnsbc:nnsed
=i Liberationr movements. %

- 3What unites these dmun s thc
comviction that the UNHCR s al-
zeady .overstretched, wnd that it

now be m*ag:d to limit,
_not expand, fis mandaie — by giv-
sng way more quickly 10 other spe-
“Galized agencics once an cmeigen-
oy is:over and by resisting povern-
Tment instead f acting as
& passive conduit Tor funds.-

“TMis cannot e achisved in isola-

smn il_::i\;ues £ radical overhaul

ng UN emergency ap-

.-1n the case of Africa, an

nmg:nt commitment by the interna-

F¥ional - - community toward the

7 -hole faltering continent is aeed-

\‘-"n.. A reelistic- start could have

made at this week's meeting.

ABut the ‘buﬂdup is far from reas-
g_f:*'ﬂlﬂ! Irerncionat h’erdd Tritnene.



0.4,.081

NEWS BACKGROUND

Africa refugees’
aid talks begin

Daily Nation, Kenya

R STARTING tomorrow —
_"‘“ & high-level delegations h::::.w
- .\ - representing perhaps 100

REFI'GEES wy the Sudanese bordir toin of Koyva waifing o be
domr podirt s | eon e b loms aol walimifed

regiatperved

Waldheim in Geneva

GENEVA April & V'nned
Natwns Secruinrrlenrial
kurt Waldhe rm arr ved I
joday 1o 1ake pari fn the in
termational  con'rrenge  an
aid 1o Afrcan refeees which
opens [omarrom

Dr. Waldhelm will  char
the sty memime wh
B2 narions huve *nld they will
ailend.<DPA

Fakirtan Times, “"awaip’nd]
9.4.81

African refugees:

Waldheim's plea

OEXEVA. April 7; UN Becre
tary-Genarsl Hurt Waldhelm (o
¢ay called workdwide puppart for
ithe Ictermational conferenss fof
sid 1o African refugess, fwo days
wefore he was to open the event
here

The published appeal asked In
part for the mohilisation aof moral
and material ald for s schutton af
the refuges problem —DPA

ciintnes are mmvrning il!'l'r
two days al an immense,
marhle-pillared assembly
hull here to address the
human tragedy in Afriea.

Sihgert of 1he procesding: are
the live millln permes wbo have
wuaghi refupe from famine o war
of nafural eslamity Their
mumbers reprewenl & livefold
i temes sane e L9756

The Lnied Nations High
Commssionar for Relogess.;
which e sponsonng the Geneva
Catiferenee wilh the Crrgaroutom
ol Alrivan Unidy, figures thet as
muany sa hall of the world's
el e i Alrics,

"'ﬂ;‘ Fllunlion continues e
deteriorate sl help |8 nesded
urgently,"” smid ke de Hasn, a
ranking JNHOR oflielul

The ministerinl Jevel gon
ference which W eertain (o evoke

FN-konferens
for flyktinghjalp

FN, GENEVE (FNB—<AFP—
Reuter} Forents Natlonerna inles
der pd torsdagen en vl dagan
konlerens | Geneve, som syliar till
it 1A thop 1,2 miljarder dollar
i4,8 miljarder mark) lor atl bisth
Nyktingsena | Alrika.

Under de nirmaste aderion
minaderna beriknas behovet oy
enbart nidhjilp lor Alrtkas lem
miljoner Nykiingor uppgd 1l $50
miljoner dofler (2,2 miljurder
“n.q.-pm”' Iekn over 70 lander

aver
deltar | Mhktingskonleremen |
Geneve, de teds oy dem moediem-
mar v regeringen | ung respeite-
v lander.

FN-satistihen visar atl y dalet
Myktimgar | Abrika har mbaglaldi-
gats woeder de tvd semante bren,
Sliusfisnen dr wirw | oslre
Alrika,

Genevehonlerensen strivar dels
11 att £ ihop de behosliga medien
tar Nyktinghjilpen och dels tll att
bisthrtsavial med de behovande
dab
Fa%-« sensraleireterary Kun

the mesting in July |87 at which

190 mullion was reieed for Indo
Chiness bical peopile s intended
o encourage and --‘rvEI: plodgpes
lor muillione of diodlarm ke Alrcan
refuger reled and fiw develap
meni prafranimes @ countries of
wsylum

Crovermnsenis of & Alnesn
couniries have submitied

ursls ameunting o %3
mithon in md 10 refuposs, and
&30 mulbiw s aud to pepatristed

In sddition, they are saliciling
£110.7 millim o “infrastrurture
suppart projects, (o help aayium
countries absarh the relugee
influs The developmen
proposals range from $41.1
millwwy for rosds s Samalia,
which shelters more than one
quarter of the conlineni «
refugees, to S160.000 far &
E{rlmlr}' school classroom in

envi, which has 3500 relugenss.

Coninting E60.5 million swight
for projects provioesly approved
by UN sgencies.. Lhs total
asslFlance F‘"hm el vew the ooy
terence on Alfrican refugers
exreeds §1. 15 billion

The nesds are “ornmderable
slates n lengthy conference docu.
miend oullining the srparate
requests for mid, “but 1t w T
deabt that the coumines of Africs
deserve asaistance |0 perml them
to contimus Cheir traditionally
generous and svmbDAlhelic
sititudes towerd refugees”

MNeverthebiss, Lhe goal of §1.10
billion s widely held o b
unlikely,

"Famnget thal al the conler
ence," saild one UNHER sounce,
“that figure & destined for (he
wante bin of history"

A more pl‘l!hll:ll' targel W for
aboot 450 million, which would
be devoied to urpent reflugee
requirements over a period of two
years. That sum would mclude
the 5260 8 million peeded for Lhe
already projects, with the
balasnce to be made up from
pledges ol the oomferrmee. |

Such an outcoma, the UNHCH
‘wures sasd. wonld represent “an
TR TrTe —AP
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NIGERIA
110,000

CAMERQON -
266,000

ZAIRE
400,000

AFRICA’S
REFUGEES

SUDAN
490,000

DJIBOUTI

SOMALIA
1,540,000
TANZANIA
140,000
BURUNDI
234,580

Half the world’s refugees (see map) live in camps like this one in Somalia.

Crisis talks on refugees

ky ALASTAIR MATHESON and COLIN LEGUM

THE worst refugee crisis since the
end of the war will be the subject
of a high-level international con-
ference in Geneva this week.

The conference, called by the United
Nations and the Organisation of
African Unity, will focus on Africa
where more than half the world’s 10
million refugees are living—mostly in
misery.

The majority are crowded into the
continent’s poorest countries, whose
own meagre resources are strained to
the point where they are now a serious
burden on their host communities.

The UN Higch Commissioner for
Refugees, Poul Hartling, estrmates
that over £500 million is urgently
needed to help His funds can meet
only a quarter of that need.

The tiny republic of Djibouti on the
Red Sea, which has given asylum to
42,000 Somalis, for instance; has virtu-
ally no resources of its own. Water is
so scarce that children in the refugee
camps are rationed to only one cup

a day. Adults get a cup every second
day.

The number of refugees is expected
to soar as drought and famine spread.
Other causes of the refugee crisis are
the conflicts in the Horn of Africa,
which  affect Ethiopia, Somalia,
Eritrea, Sudan and Djibouti; the civil
war in Chad; the struggles in Namibia
and South Africa; the unsettled
situation in Uganda, the legacy of
Amin’s regime; and the conflict in the
West Sahara,

Decades of drought in the Sahel
region, around the fringes of the
Sahara, have devyastated nomadic
tribes. The Cape Verde Islands haven’t
had proper rain for aimost 14 years,
and the islanders are now kept almost
entirely by Western aid.

Many African leaders, including
President Numeiry of Sudan (pro-
bably the most hospitable country in
Africa, with a refugee population of
nearly half a million), have asked why
the world has shown more concern for

Asian refugees. The °¢boat people’
from Vietnam, for example, have
generated far more publicity in the
media than even the desperate plight
of the Somali refugees, )

The OAU is well aware of the dif-
ficulty of rresenting the case for the
African refugee. Its assistant secre-
tary-general, Dr Peter Onu, has
pointed to the discrepancy -whereby
only £10 a year is spent on each
African, compared with £23 a year for
refugees in other continents, includ-
ing Asia,

He has also complained that the
level of assistance given to African
refugees is only enough io save them
from starving, there is no money left
to rehabilitate them.

One problem is that so many of the:
refugees in Africa are ‘forgotten
people’—like the Zaireans from
Shaba (Katanga), who kept Tshombe
in power and who are still shuttled
back and forth from Shaba to Angola
or Zambia.
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UN PROBLEME AFRICAIN
DU RESSORT DE L’0.U.A.

Le Nigéria, un deg autres pays africains qui a souf-
fert des affres de la guesre civtle et du drame inhérent
au déplacement des populations. Aujourd’hui c'est ce
méme pays qui accueille sur son sol prés de 110 000 ré-
fugi¢s.

Parmi ces derniers, des Tchadiens qui ont fui leur
pays en prole a4 une guerre civile meurtriére a laquelle
Pinvasion militare libyenne a donné une tournure en-
core plus dramatique. M. Adeniran, chargé d’affaires
3 'ambassade du Nigéria & Rabat, nous lfvre ci-aprés
brievement scs impressions sur le probleéme cruel des
réfugiés africains.

Auparavant, M. Adeniran a tenu & soculigner leg ex-
callentes relations entre le Mardc et le Nigéria, rela-
.tions qu'il espére wvoir s¢ développer sur les plans cul-
turel, commercial et économique.

Ce probléme remonte au 19¢mc siécle, lors de la
division de I'Afrique en zones d’-nflucnce curopéennes.
Cela a conduit 3 une balkanisation de I’Afrique et A
des divisions au sein d’'un méme pays. Les guerres qui
ont en découlé ont été 4 I'ovigine du probleme des réfu
giés. Exemple : Le Tchad. I'Ethiopic ¢t la Somalie.

Le probléme des réfugiés a également pour origine
la sécheresse qui affecte particulitrement la région du
Sahel. Les habitants de ces régions se déplacent A la
recherche de conditions de vie pus favorables. Ce son®
la les deux grands facteurs responsables du probléme
des réfugiés.

_C’est 1a un drmatique probléme humain car des
milliers d’étres humains sont pour ainsi dir® arrachés
a leurs foyers sans parfois un espoir de roioug.

. B s \ ;zé
% ‘) W ¥
fn ce qui concerne les Téfugiés tchadiens au Nigé-

ria, M. Adeniran a dit que son gouvernement leur ve-
pait en aide en construisant des campg et en leur dis
tribuant nourriture, vétemen's et médicamen's par
'intermédiaire de la Croix Rouge. L’alde aux réfugiés
est dispensée au niveau du gouvernement fédéral et des
Etals. Mais nous souhaitons surtout que la guerre cesse
au Tchad; ce qui permettra l¢ retour de ces Personpes
dans leurs foyers. Le Nigéria falt appel a 1'Organisa-
tion de 1'Unité Africaine, 2 méme de faire face, ‘de par
ses compétences a ce probléme d’envergure, d’autant
que c’est un probléme africain. L’Organisation des Na-
tions Unies essaie, pour sa part de trouver des solu-
tions a ce probléme. C’est précisément l'objet de la
Conférence de Genéve.

Pour ce qui est des résultats de ia conférence sur
les réfugiés en Afrique, M. Adeniran s'est déclaré trés
optimiste : « Nous avons pd recueillir des sommes im-
portantes destinées a subvenir aux besoins immédiats
des réfugiés, & organiser leur retour dans leurs foyers
ou a les aider a s’établir définitivement ».

M. Adeniran a estimé que toute action en faveur
des réfugiés en Afrique doit se situer au niveau de
1'OUA dont le tgavail, en ce sens, est.du reste valable.
Cepengant, et eu égard a 'ampleur du probleme, par
son c6té humaln. une alde doit étre fournie sur le plan
international.
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The plight of
refugees in Africa

Florence Kabba examines the problems facing the forthcoming Geneva

conference on African refugees.

THE UNITED NATIONS  decision to
convene an international conference on
Assistance to Refugees in Africa in Geneva
on Apri! 9 and 10, 1981, comes at a time
when the refugee situation in Africa has
reached crisis point. One in two refugees in
the world is now an African. :

- This startling fact had been brought to
bear upon an earlier meeting between the
OAU Secretariat and the UN system in
Nairobi. on June 5 to0 7. 1980. The OAU
expressed concern at the inadequate
finances allocated to the refugee problem,
the immense burden placed on countries of
asylum, and the need to publicise this fact.
The result has been a decision to convene
the conference in Geneva where the
international community will be invited to
pledge’” resources.

No ‘boat people’

Africa has no “"boat people’ but instead
millions of refugees. who are living a
marginal existence on the .edge of
starvation. Suffering, while less dramatic in
media terms. is no less acute. By the end of
1980 there were five million refugees in the
continent, with the largest concentration in
the Horn of Africa. The refugee problem in
Somalia is particularly acute. A million
refugees are registered in 30 camps with
many others reported to be living outside

- organised settlements.

In Djibouti, one in 10 of the population is
a refugee.

In Sudan 441.000 refugees have moved
in from Ethiopia, Uganda, Chad and Zaire
prompting the government 1o declare 1980
the “"Year of the Refugee in the Sudan™.
The atiempt was to illustrate in a very clear
way the sort of strain ar influx of refugees
can put on a country's already weak
infra-structure and in the case of Somaha.
aggravating existing problems of house
rents, public transport, employment, etc.

Civil war in Chad has driven 100,000
refugees across the border into Cameroon,
Nigeria and Sudan and during the past tew
months Ugandan refugees have fled into
Zaire. :

And this is only the tip of the iceberg.
There are substantial amounts of refugees
in Angola, Burundi, Botswana and Uganda.

The fact that most countries of asylum
belong 1o the group of least developed
countries highlights the important role the
United Nations and other relief agences
play.

Two types of help are given by UN
agencies to combat the refugee problem in

co-ordinating agency, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) launched an appeal for
US$40.7m. for assistance other than food
to refugees. while food requirements-were
estimated at US$80m. UNHCR found it
necessary to concentrate assistance on
immediate relief, ie., clothing, shelter,
medicine, etc. They supplemented trans-
port costs and food rations, improved the
water supply and provided educational
assistance. In Ethiopia UNHCR activities
primarily focus on specific programmes,
e.g.. with the support of the Ethiopian
governmenta project is being established to
help receive and rehabilitate refugees
returning to Ethiopia from neighbouring
countries. Help. centres around the
construction and equipment of reception
centres, the provision of material needs and
ultimately the basis upon which to sustain
self-supporting activity.

In Northern Cameroon UNHCR helped
100,000 refugees who-fled from civil war in
Chad by launching a US$7.6m. appeal for
emergency supplies.

Yet despite criticisms to the contrary,
UNHCR activities do involve more
long-term help. For example, in Somalia
where emphasis has been on immediate
relief, assisiance has also been given to
promote self-sufficiency projects such as a
pilot project in agriculture. In Tanganyika a
self-sufficient community of refugees has
been created in Ulyankulu where refugees
with initial assistance from the UN are
expected by the end of 1980 to earn
approximately US$Im. through sales of.
their own products.

Rehabilitation

Of course, the most durable solution is
the voluntary repatriation of refugees to
their homelands. This happened in Sudan in
1972 when UNHCR provided initial
rehabilitation measures for both those
returning and those who had been displaced

within their own countrv. Repatriation has -

also successfully taken place in Botswana,
Mozambique. Zambia and perhaps most
spectacularly  in  Zimbabwe,
UNHCR co-ordinated a programme in
which 660,000 returnees and displaced
persons are being rehabilitated. Failing
repatriation. the next best solution is total
integration into the country of asylum. This

happened in Tanzania, where 36.000
refugees mainly from Rwanda were
naturalised. '

where,

problem, the situation remains critical. At
any time an escalation of the war in
Ethiopia is liable to upset the already
precarious balance established by relief
help and send thousands of refugees fleeing
across the border to further tax the limited
resources of host countries. In the refugee
camps life remains unbearable. One should
never lose sight of the reality behind the
figures. In Somalia where a UNHCR
programme is currently in action millions of
people continue to endure a miserable
cramped existence; malaria and pneumonia
remain rampant, the number of medical
staff inadequate.

What often sound like sober well-
prepared plans in print can take on the air of
a tragi-comedy when translated into reality

.@sin August and September, 1980, where it*
had been reported that there was a gap in
food deliveries by sea followed by a fuel
shortage which prevented the transporta-
tion of essential foodstuff to refugee camps
in Somalia. .

Although some of the circumstances
which aggravate the refugee problem
eludes the control of a voluntary agency,
others such as inadequate staffing could be
tackled by the conference giving
governments the opportunity to pledge
resources to this end. The conference
expects to have before it project proposals
in which governments have earmarked the
type of programmes they feel to be essential
and which would require extra funds.

Participants at the conference will
include OAU and ECOSOC member-
states. traditional donors to UNHCR's

African programme and other countries.
proposed by the OAU. Attempts will be
made to include East European and Arab
countries, who it is argued do not carry their
share of the burden. Arab countries in
particular have come under a certain
amount of criticism for not taking more
responsibility for the refugee problem in
Djibouti.

In order to publicise the conference,
films, posters, press releases and books
pertaining to the refugee problem will be
produced and distributed before the
conference. There will be a Journalist
Seminar  whereby two groups of
international journalists will be organised
to cover the refugee situation in Zimbabwe,
Somalia, Cameroon, Zaire and Ethiopia.

. This pre-conference activity will culminate

with a round table of
personalities in Geneva.
Obviously the attempt here is to
maximise  publicity, heighten  public
awareness of the refugee problem, and
prevent the conference from degenerating
into a dry academic debate. 1t would seem
that in order to capture the popular
imagination the mass appeal of a
Kambpuchea or a “boat people” must be
evoked. :
- It is hoped that the international
conference on Assistance to Refugees will
help revert a situation in which the humane
attitude of African countries has been
detrimental to both them and the refugees

prominent

. they harbour and go some way towards

altering an uncertain equation in which less
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Colombia

tenciom mundial para cinco
wllones de refugiados africanos

conferencia internacional de
wcia a los iefugiados de Africa
‘concentrar en Ginebra la aten-
wndial los préximos 9 y 10 de

total de 45 paises han confir-
hasta e/ momento su asisten.
los organizadores: el alto comi-
> de la ONU para los retugiados
) y k propia Organizacién de
es Unidas. entre ellos los mi-
de Asuntos Exteriores de Ca-
Alemania tederal, Ho'anda, Dina-
Finiandia, Suiza y N-geria.

onferencla serd abierta por el
ario  generai de la ONU. Kurt
im, y el secretario general de-
zacion para la Unidad Africana

Siaka Stevens, presidente de
Leona, y persigue tres fines
ales:

lamar la attencién de la cqmu-
intarnacional sobre la suerte de
millones de refugiados el
inte africano, que suponj.:: la

mitad de los refugiados en todo el
mundo.

@ Movillzar recursos  financieros
suplementarios para l0s programas
destinados a los refugiadas africanos,
cuyas necesidades se estiman en mas
de 1.000 millones de délares para 6l

proximo futuro.

@ Ayudar a los paises de acogida
para .reforzar sus posibilidades v que
puedan hacer frente’'a las cargas su-
p.ementarias que ies impone dar asl-
lo a decenas o cientos de miles de
retugiados de otras naciones limitro.
fes.

Los organizadores han hecho publi-
ca aqui su esperanza de que la préxi-
ma conterencia no de iwugar a polémi-
cas este—oeste o norte——sur sino que

- gea la axpresién sincera y concreta ds

la preocupacién de todos los parti-
cipantes de cara a los sufrimienfos y el
destino trdgico de miliones de refu-
giados africanos, en su mayoria mu-
Jeres y nifios.

La compasién y la solidaridad de
cara a los refugiados africanos —se
indica— deberia expresarse no en pa-
labras sino en una asistencia financie-
ra y material masiva.

Entre todos los paises africanos es
en Somalia donde se desarrolla el
problema mds grave de refugiados
de!. mundo entero en palabrag de! al-
to .comisario de .a ONU para los refu-
giados Paul Hartling.

Alrededor de 1.540 000.refugiados,
esenciaimente, procédentes de tas zo-
nas en guerra en Eritrea (Etiopia) han
encontrado asilo en Somalia y la gran
mayoria de eflos viven en 30 campos
especiales y 7 centros de trémsito si-
tuados en todas las regiones del pais

Después de Somalia, Sudan es el
pais mas duramente atectado por el
problema, con aproximadamente
490 000 refugiados, seguidos por
Zaire que acoge a mas de 400 000 re-
tugiados principalmente  procedentes
de Angola, Burundi, Ruanda y Zambia,

Camertin (266 000 refugiados, Burundi
(234 000) y [anzania (140 000).

E! probiema presenta tal mag-
nitud que el estudio pais por pais pre-
parado para la conferencia constata
que el nomero total de refugiados a-
fricanos sobrepasa actuaimente la po-
blac 6n de numerosos pafises de dicho
continente,

Africa solicita a todas !as nacio-
nes de buena voiuntad del mundo en-
tero —dice el llamamiento de la Or
ganizacion para la Unidad Africana—
que acudan a Ginebra para participar
en la conferencia. La OUA estard agra-
decida etemamente a todos aquelios
que respondan a este llamamiento.



Refugee handling
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NOGROUP of 17 pomvign scomolis s tiseoed Tansa s
refupee seclemen s in Tohora Region o
for kcoming In ermc ‘onal Conferenco un
Wen ern Eu Tipe. he 184 ond he Pw;;/‘« CRepublbic of Chking The
forma.iun Officera- he Geneva-based L 'nued Na.jons Hy
\
—
Q: — Mr Leon Davico (in-

formation Officer, United
Naticns High Commission
for Refugees in Geneva),
whe is actually a refugee?
A — Well &

refuge s for our purpoees
sume who has left his

country because of man-made
dissster<s like war. radea!l
prejudices, persecuticn,
acittical end culters] dif-
ferences in opinion, and
religious belief There are
—eny other people who lesve
‘heir ountries for  variocus
regsons but these are deelt
with by cther sgenciee and
“TgBNISELICNS,

Q: — How do you see the
refugee problem in Teuw
zania, “sre you =satisfied
with the way Tanzsnia is
handling the problem?
A

— 0t Gebius, oorres-
pondernt for Voice
nf merica and Radio
Netherlands) - There is

snmething peculisr here that ]
am slsc going to write e story
abcut when | get back home.

So: 36,000 Rwandese
refu, s kave been
ngturshsed in the seitlements
of Buvernn, Kimcoli, and
Mwernz;. Now 1w’ the best of
™y understanding, this is the
first time it has happered
nvwhere in the world There
are two basic sclutions tc e
refugee prcblem and :hat is
one, veluntary repatriation
and rwo. becoming a citizen of
the country of asylum

Oksy, you take the first
group of Mozembican
refugees at Uambs Afler in-
deperndence, some decided to
gc beck home and 2as the
mirister- tHome Affairs
Minister Brigadier Kimann}
said this morning. scme
decided to stay

Bu! these never took Tan.

zania citzenship and they
<l hve st thewrr willage
surrounded by other Tan

ramians with therr basic in-
frestructure, including 8
health cenire that e wodey e
sranderd model heell, =

ee oan e fogee

Dciuico

The important thing is that
refugees should never be for.
ced te go back home.

Alestair Mstheson ~—
Nairobi besed correspon
dent for The QObserver,
Britain: And the other thing
is that at fess: the refugees
heve not &sbused the
hespitality that this country
hes gven them They are
doing their best to produce
{frond for themselves. We were
to1d they are produang 8 sur.
plas for the other viileges.

: — You hsave visiled
Ulyankulu and Kigwa set-
tlements in Tabora region.
Can you give us your im-
pressions about these set-
tlements?

A- — Matheson: I in:
terviewed & number of
refugees at Ulvankulu and 1

am sausfied they
were quite happv.

The small scale 1n-
gustry programme in the set-

tlement 15 quite good provide!
it is worked side by side with
{'anzanians

Kigwa impressed me too.
Here you have former PAC
members — essentie!ly ex<ity
prople — doing & good )ob on
the land produang fond for
themselves excep! dunng the
had westher that affects
eversbody an e ceantny
leernt too the! they want fer

ilieers My oBRawn these are
vayers e et otie fuonty e
Te 'or .(ﬁ o= 17 —]h';“

cawrly hewvek fura o <day
a/Lf wih  he nlegees and goiemmion
gany me i, e Aevtscance oo Refugees i \frica. .o be
Seff Wn er MBONERKO MUNYAG U i eriiviwed Ance of he newsmen 1

: £h Commission for Re fu §:
Na:robi basd curresporiden of The Observer. I nied Kurpgdom, and OTTO G(’OBglg(esc

and Rediv Nederland Wereldomroep, he Ne herlands
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in Tanzania

s r U/ { -[_\O’EAH/'( and h’lﬁ’ll a
officials tn connicion uy h he
heldin Gencvacarls nex mon b
hovepresen ed carwus = ews medic n
hreemeruwuedare LEON 4 VICG. an in.
ALASTAIR MATHESON
of Voire of Amenca, 'S4

Ma heson

Gobius Fertilisers have -
slwavs been expensive
anvway and refugees cannot
expeéct to be treated dif-
ferently from the
around them | am not & far-
mer myself but the bes: fer-
tiliker is one that acis on
natural conditions.

It has beer the practie in
Africa for 8 lunz ume (o
_plam things ke maize with
legums that reciore nitric con-
tents in the s¢il Thi< hes now
bren entebliched as wientific
althouzh it has been
done here for a leng time
without knewing the scientific
background

The problem that I see and
fear myzelf, is the problem of
manragement. A settlement
Like Ulvankulu needs both
good misnagement and money
There 15 & psycholegica! wan
going with people used 1o
being provided everything

M money is not for.
thioming, once nanded over
by the internatiunal com.
muruty, evervthing goes down
the drain One wonders then
85 to what would happen 10
lhesve people Naturally, moss
don’t want (o go Sack home
where conditions are nog alf
that favoursble
Q@ =~ You have alreads
been (0 Suden. How is (he
refugee problem there and
in what way does the coun-
ry desl with the prudiem”
Cen you compeare (he

slivation brtwern ther

people '

and here?

A — Matheson: Y.
can’t really rsompare ihe
situation betmeen the<e twn
countries ma:niy for twe
ressons. The refugee probi-n
there is a new c(sce wuh
refugees flocking from three

borders — the fighang
Ched, the Ogaden.
and 8 few sl
from Ugands. The . orond

reason i¢ that the land thers
1s virwually unerable

Here vou have feruie land
to give to refugees bul "his
car’'t happen in either Sudsn
or Somalia There people are
coming in big numbers. -abuut
300 people per day at the nar-
thern borders, a0 you @n't
really compare

Here the Minister said vou
mow ' receijve one or two
refugees occesionally Ji s not
the case there. But if vou
meant how they are manag'ng
1t hnencially, just the same
like vou here with UNHCR
assistance.

Another thing is the
langusge problem At leact
refugees coming in frem
Burund) here speak

Kiswahili. That i< not the
case with Sudan Ethiopians
for anstance, don't speah
Arabic and there are all the
other culturel prejudi-es be

T Chrnistians ard
M oslems
(;U‘f»fuy\' Nee Tdort bk
LAY Y oo, At



tries o AETRL
abesd
dewng ok refygess I
Sutar the probilem s o
N TREIH

Apart from heing vory dny

RS SRR

woh T e K

and almost g desert, mos of
the refugee< 1n Nudan are
women and children Yes
wornen because the men are
figtkting Otherwice the camps
are being maraged elong the
UNHCR per'tern They
{(UNHCR) have quite scme ex-
Perience now In  OIgBNISING
refugee setilements.

Q: — Your mission is to
visit refugee aress in
Africa and talk to
authoritiea concerned with
refugees obn the continent
before the Internetional
Conference on Aid to
Refugees in Africa {ICARA)
in Geneva next week.
Could you te i ur
briefly bow your trip will
help the conference?

A: — Gobius: ICARA swar-
ted because Afncer gevern-
m- ot said most atlenuon
v being given to Ara
wheregs Africa hed more
refugees. To me, thst §s no
argument - The ergument
would be that refugees are an
international problem snd
that Africar couniries have
dene their primary in.
terngtioralist duty, most of
thern have given asvlum w0
refugees without xnditions.

The quastion to pose before
the internstional communiny
1s, should Africa suffer
because of performing ar in-
ternazional duny?

Take vour case You have
provided refugees feridle land
and vou stll provide essential
services. Now this iz meor
than what any country can be
prepared o do. What remains
therefore, is for the in-
terrnational community ale~ o
sh- 18 concern. )

I were you, this ic the
argument I would advence
Beceuse what is going to be
debsted in Geneva is monev
and not peanuts. De'sgstes
would need justficeson to-
vole for, say, all tha: Ten
2anis wants — &8 million’..

Given strong international
awareness, | believe and
agree with your minisier on
this. Afnca deserves help from
the world communny At least
you have not thrown refugees
back to the ses.

Davico: The idea was w0
bring ‘together journalists
from important woric media
in order w enlighten them on
the refugee problem. If they
understood it themaelves, they
could in turn help to shape
world public opinion towards
help for Africen refugees.
African counirtes are already
contributing & lot — they
heve gven them (refugees)
asylum and land and it 1 up
te the rich alss 10 help.

There are 10 myilion
ref_gees in the world ynder
the UNHCR =re g7 2 baif of

T O N R N,

IR AT S R },,MA Fltw
i e rarn atennon o
Afri Aan courores

Q: — Some people,

espectally itn the weel tend
to think thst refuygees are
some kind of forvign ex-

change pource o the host,

couniries rather 1han g
liability.'Do you agree with
that school of thuught?
A — Matheson and Gobiug
If the ideas do reslv exicr,
then it is very urfcrwenate
We really dorn't think so
There Bre 80 many burdens
that a country shoulders when
it decides to arrummodate
refugees

— Tbe number of
refugees in Africa has been
put at five million. Don"t
you think that there are
S0me couniries that
exagereie the number of
refugces . X
A. — Devico: We ke fgures
supplied bv goverrments But
it doesn’t really mater if 8
coun:ry hat say one million
refugees or one and half
million. In any case it is just
huxen suffering. ' "~ ~ 7
Q: — Can you cocmment on
the views that some coun-
tries admit refugeee on
political considerstions? -
A: — Davico: That is un-
fortunste. We expect every
country to receive refugees on
purely humeniwerien basis
because what happens with
the refugees of one couniry,
covld eesily hsppen with
citizens of enother counin.
We believe in the unrer<al
necessity to sccept refugees
wherever and whenever they
are.
Q:— Whatdo vou people at
the UNHCR think would be
the best way (o solve the
refugee problem in Africa
and elsewhere?
A: — There are three
solutions to the problem. The
firat 1s voluntary repatiation.
Refugees cculd be given an
option either to stay in the
courntry of esylum or go back
to their country of oign. but
nobody should ever be forced
1w gy back. The second best

PLASHBACK—Burindi refugees when They begar, a:niing in Tanzana in 1972
These refugees nau have buil: goodand permanen! Fouuses e” UTyanklulu in Taborm
region

uhé'nn'n;. 1< ,’?n S w.ﬂnfrt':l»'
o seitte m thefoaren of fira
g-vlum, ke 1nthe Tanania
example

When a1l these fail. then
the soluuion 15 to settle
refugees 1n far away counties
like n the case of the Vier
nemese. The Vietnamese will
not get beck to \ietnsm and
for vanous reacons, the courn.
tries of South Eust Asig will
not accept them
Q: — Does the UNHCR en-
visage a date when the
refugee problem will have
been eradicated?

A — No We would be very
Lappy if there were no
refugees, indudmg the Tact
that would Tean us loceing

cour jobs. U forwinstely, one

cannot fcresee such a
situation 1n the neat future
As long as there are
wars, political ipawability, in-
talerance, end racial
i S
prejudices, there will be
refucees.

‘(Other joumshsts in the
group were Bernad Nossiter
— Neu Yerk Times USA;
Bouzid Kouzs —Afrique 4sie,
Paris, Miche! Procheron
—Agence France Press,
France; Jesn De la
Guerrivierre — Le Monde,_
France, Kearire Eneberg
— Dggens Nyhe er, Sweden;
and Pierc Quareglini Paese
Sera, Italy. The cthers were
Mznuel M. Becs Murias — O
Jornagl, -Portugal, N'gcren
Allangbs — Le Coninen..
Africsn deily issued in Pans
and Abidjan; Li Zhseo Dang
— Kugnning Daily, Pecple's
Republic of China, Fever
— American New spaper; Julie
-Jessen. Petersen — Freelance
Photographer; Mohammed
Reddadi — Information Of-
ficer, OAU, Addis Absbs,
Dyibrit Dialle — Information
Othicer, UNHCR, Genevas, and
Elizaberh Jeen Smith. from
the BBC, UK.
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Refugiados:

Africa Pide Auxilio Mundial

Uno de cada dos rvelumisdes en ol
muado es alricano. Hace cince iomws ha
bfa sélo un milldn en e<e contimente Pe.
ro Ultimamente los mimeros s han ele
vade con tal fuersa, que le han dado al
problema la proporcion de una de las
mayores crisls humanas. Desde hace m
cho tiempo la situacion preocuns a la
opinién publica mundial. En 1679 ¢l es
fuerzo Internacional cootdinadn  lowrd
salvar a los sobrevivientes de (Camboyva,
que escapaban del comunismn en rasti
cas embarcaciones. Hoy, el grito de anxd-

© 1o proviene de Africa.

A pesar de ser mucho mis nomerosos
los refugiados de ese continenie han sido
menos noticiosos  que los de Ind.-hina
Desde e! Cuerno de Africa hasta ¢l in.
terior de Sudéfrica, alvededor de  inean
millones de personas —-<obre tada muiie-
res y nlhios— esperan en campamentog
de emergencla, sin expecintivis o tra
tando de empezar de nuevo, de nada, e
un pais extranlero,

La cifra, de por #f !mpononie. habla
ademAas de la generosidad Instintiva de
las mnaclones africanar. A diferencts de
lo que sucedié muchas veces en e! Sud-
este  Asiaticn, han respandide human!
tariamente a los seres humanes que no
llegan més que con sus vidas ¥ 1o pnes-
te en busca de protecclén, Y ilegan a
pafses en vias de desarrollo que estén
dando la batalla por darle a su propis
pueblo un estandar decente de vida
Son naclones que sufriendo, adenids se
quias, sobrepoblacién, hambruna, !'a re-
cesion Internactonal y el alto costo d»
Ia energia se ven Incapaces de proveer
da lo necesarfo a los refugiados. No <e
trata s6io de ayuda de emergencia. corn
comida, refuglo y medicina. Se trala
también de permitirles a los gitivoes
convertirse en eludadinos productivos
mafiana.

Conferencic Humanitaria

Bn razén a lo anterior, la 6NU ha
organizado —para el § y 10 de abrit..
en Ginebra, la Conferencia Isternacie.
na! de Asistencia a los Relupindus de
Africa, la cual espera hacer. por Jos
millones de ~frlcancs poligietus, lo nas
mo gue hiclera otra conferencia de las
Nactones Unldas por los refugiandos dei
Sudeste Asiitico hace casi dos anos.

* En este continente se encugntra la mitad

de los 10 millones de reRugiados que

existen en el mundo.

* A pesar de enfrentar un ano de “hambru-

na”, las naciones africanas les abren sus

puertas.

PN

Oriewtal

se prencipo

por

PRTON

FEste mino, con wna alta desnutricion, acaba de Uegur a wr campo
o Sabecd, Somalia, La UNICEE

CUASI8

A

de refugiados

cn

el Africa



UN TACKLES A NEW CHALLENGE

Forgotten _

refugees
of Africa

Less than a year ago a UN
conference in Geneva
secured pledges from the
world to help the Boat
People refugees of Kam-
puchea. The response was
good. The plight of the
Boat People had struck a
chord all over the world.

Tomorrow and on Fri-
day, another meeting is to
be held by the UN in

Geneva — this time to
raise funds for the
refugees in Africa.

There is some anxiety
that the Boat People, risk-
ing the high seas in frail
craft, attracted interna-
tional attention in a way
that the African refugees
— five million of them,
tramping through desert
and forests — may not.

\LREADY dangerously
iretched by the human
ragedy in South-cast
is1a, the United Nations’
trained resources for deal
1g with the world's dis-
laced persons face new
emands from another
ontinent. Africa.

Just when it appears that the
iternational humanitarian
peration focused on Kam-
uchea has reached manageable
roportions, the plight of

Africa’s millions of refugees 1s
being thrust on the world’s con-
SCHeNCE .

Leaders from the conlinent are
:mphasising with growing impati-
:nce that the Africans’ situation is
10 less desperate nor their lives any
.nore expendable than those of dis-
placed people clsewhere.

The call for action was sounded
inost recently at the Organisation of

African Unity foreign ministers

meeting in Addis Ababa.

OAU Sccretary-General Edem
Kodjo disclosed that the miunisters
had set a target of $500 miltwon w be
pledged at tomorrow’s UN confer-
¢nce 10 co-ordinate  worldwide
assistance (o the African refugees.

Armed

The magnitude of the challenge is
stagpenng, even though the number
of vicims varies depending on he
source of information.

Kodjo and the Office of the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees
estimalte the number at five mithon.

The UN Children’s Fund says
more than 20 million refugecs, dis-
placed people and other destitute
Afnicans are in urgent need of
international  humanitarian  assis-
tance for one reason or another,
ranging from armed conflict 0
drought and other natural disasters.

The discrepancy stems  trom
de¢finition. UNHCR’s mandate
covers only refugees — thuse who
have crossed borders to seek refuge
outside their own countrices.

UNICEF is conceraed with the
far larger numbers of equally
scverely affected people still in their
countries but displaced from their
traditional home arcas or living in
acute distress in thewr villages.

Just a year ago the Africans’ cur-
rent campaign for a bigger share of
world relief assistance was brought
forcefully to the UN's attention by
Ahmed Mohamed Adan, who had
just arrived in New York to present
his credentials to Sccrclarz;-
General Kurt Waldheim as  the
Somali Democratic Republic’s
ambassador :

With global attention then
riveted on Kampuchea, the ambas-
sador reminded Waldheim of a fact

that had gone virtually unnoticed: -

Dale de Haan, UNHCR’s deputy
high commissioner, had charsacter-
ised the Somali refugee problem as
“the myst serious in the world, as

. far as pumbers are concerned.”

Bahrain

8/4/81

« Conspiracy

Estimates cited by the UN at the
time put the total of fugitves in
Somalia from the Ethiopia-
Somalian war at more than 1.4 mil-
lion, with new arrivals flooding m ot
a rate of 2,000-a-day.

In those carcumstance s, i w as sion
surprising that Ambassador Adan.
goaded to hyperbole by frastration,
should have accused the mterna-
tional media of cngaging in a “coun-
spifacy  of aiteace” aouul die

crefugee erists in Somahia and the

Horn of Africa gencrally while
trumpeting  the tragic story  of
South-cast Asia.

At a UN pledgmg confercuce m
Geneva last May, Nigetian Mirstet
of State Patnck Bolokor, the con-
ference vice-president, reathinmed
his government’s commtient to
intermnational reliet ciforts tor the
Khmers and  all other rctugees,
whom he called the " most deprived
and underprivileged members of
the human race.”

But he sternly told the delegates
from over 60 governments

Page 1
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Un Africain sur quatre-
vingts est un réfugié !

jonques provisoires. Ceux-la ne se bousculeront jamais

CEUX‘LA ne dérivent pas sur la mer, entassés sur des

sur les tarmacs et n’espérent pas un visa pour I’Améri-
que. IIs ne pourront jamais se payer un aller simple, ni méme
un passeport, et ne révent pas d’une autre vie. Les plus riches
n'ont que leurs sandales pour marcher un peu plus loin, les
autres, pieds nus, portent sur le dos quelques hardes qui sont
toute leur fortune. Mais ces pauvres d’entre les pauvres, qui
échquent chez ‘aussi misérables qu'eux, ont au moins une
gertlt-ude : on ne les rejettera pas a la mer, on ne les repoussera
Jamais sur des champs de mines, on ne les violera pas a la
fronti¢re. Et on ne se servira pas de leur exode nour étayer une
quelconque démonstration: idéologifue : ils n’ont rien a dire,
rien a prouver. Is tentent simplement de survivre.

C'est pour tout cela que les cing millions de réfugiés
d’Afrique sont les plus oubliés de tous les laissés' pour compte :
parce qu'ils sont les plus nombreux, les plus misérables, mais
aussi, relativement, les mieux accueillis,

Meéme si leur présence repré-
sente une charge presque insup-
portable pour les gouvernements
et les régions qui les accueillent,
jamais_ils ne sont repoussés ou
maltraités : I’hospitalité africai-
ne n'est pas un vain mot et le
pays -hote attend souvent de
nombreux mois avant de faire
appel 3 l'aide internationale.

lelais aujourd’hui le fardeau est

devenu trop lourd car I'Afrique,

supplantant 1'Asie, est devemue-

le continent des réfugiés: ils
étaient seIFt cent cinquante mille
en 1970, ils sont cing millions en
1981, pour quatre cents millions
d’habitants. Plus d’un Africain
sur quatre-vingts est un réfugié,
" Mais ce peuple de déracinés ne
ut étre utilisé par aucune idéo-
ogie et la communauté interna-
tionale, qui a jusqu’ad présent
donné trois cents dollars par ré-
fugié asiatique, n’accorde A cha-
que Africain que quarante dol-
lars, presque dix fois moins!
C'est pour cela que ]le Haut com-
missariat des Nations Unies pour
les réfugiés organise ces jours-ci,
2 Gendve, une conférence inter-
nationale sur le probléme des
réfugiés d’Afrique, afin de briser
Pignorance qui entoure encore se
drame depuis des années.

Car les réfugiés d'Afrique, mé-
me si la moitié d’entre eux a
moins de quinze ams, existent
depuis des décennies: les uns
prisonniers de frontidres artifi-
cielles, qiu les soumettaient a un
gouvmr ostile, ont fui dés I'in-

épendance de leur pays. Clest le
cas des Biafrais, des Katangais,

de certaines ethnies du Kasal et
du Sud-Soudan..D’autres, com-

me les Erythréens et les Somalis,

refusent toujours d’étre rattachés
a4 I'Ethiopie qu’ils considerent
comme un pouvoir étranger et lui
aussi colonial. En Afrique aus-
trale, les guerres de libération, en
Angola, au Zimbabwe, en Nami~
bie, engendreérent leurs cohortes
de fuyards, souvent prises entre
deux feux.

Espoirs
et dangers
en Afrique
australe

Si le Haut Commissariat des
Nations Unies pour les réfugiés
organise actuellement le retour
des réfugiés du Zimbabwe qui se
trouvent en Zambie et au Mo~
zambique, I’Angola, en revanche,
doit falre face & 1'afflux de civils
namibiens, qui sont déja plus de
cinquante mille, et les gays VoI~
sins de I'Afrique du Sud, qui
accueillent déja de nombreux
Jeunes Noirs
militaire et I’apartheid, crai-
gnent qu'un durcissement de la
Tépression provoue des exodes
-Mmassifs parmi les vingt-huit mil-
lions de Noirs syd-africains.

Au cours des dernires années,
de nombreux réfugiés ont fui les
dictatures de Maclas Nguema en
Guin¢e Equatoriale, d’Idi Amin
et de Bokassa, et, ma}i%ré %a chute
des tyrans, nombre d’enire eux
sonty;estés dans leur_ pays
d’adoption. La sécheresse dans le
Sahel et dans I'Est africain.a
¢galement enﬁend:_‘é des exodes
jmportants et les ving mille réfu-
iés qui franchissent chaque jour
a frontidre somalienne sont mus
autant par un piiénoméne ch;na;
tique que par la guerre qui s
pxgblonge dans 'Ogaden, et il en
va de méme pour les réfugiés
érythréens qui affluent au
Soudan.

Car la Somalie et le Soudan
sont aujourd’hui les deux pays
les plus touchés par le probleme,

uyant le service.

et I'Ethiopie est devenue la plus
grande «source de réfugiés» du
monde.

La Somalie, avec ses quatre
millions d’habitants, dont le re-
venu est de cent trente dollars

ar personne et par an, est l'un

es pays les plus pauvres de
monde, et elle supporte un mil-
lion de nomades qui n’ont pas été
recensés.., Quant au Soudan, il
accueille prés d'un demi-million
d’Erythréens, auxquels s’ajou-
tent aujourd’hui des habitants
d'autres provinces éthiopiennes,
poussés par la guerre, fuyant les
rigueurs du systéme socialiste ou,
plus siirement encore, chassés
par la sécheresse qui ravage tou=
te la région.

L’exemple
du Soudan

Au carrefour de I’Afrique noire
et de I'Afrique musulmane, avec
tous les périls que cela comporte
Isagur son propre équilibre, le

udan est aussi un havre pour
les réfugiés, qui sont venus d’Qu-
gatda, du Zaire, d’Ethiopie et,
tout récemment, du Tchad : c’est

sur la frontitre soudanaise, du
c6té de Biltine, que Hisséne Ha~
bré a installé ses maquis et se dit
décidé A lutter contre fon rival
Goukouni Oueddei et Surtout
contre 'armée libyenne qui s'est
installée & Ndjamena. La guerre
civile du Tchad a d’ailleurs acca~
blé le Cameroun également et la

etite localité de Kousseri, sur
es rives du fleuve Chari, accueil-
le aujourd’hui cent cinquante
mille Tchadiens, dont certains
-fonctionnaires qui sont remis au
service des nouvelles autorités
mais qui, méfiants, préférent
laisser leur famille en sécurité au

Cameroun et la rejoignent cha-
que week-end, sinon chaque soir,
traversant le fHeuve en pirogue.
Au-dela des gouvernements lo-
caux qui s’avouent débordés par
Tampleur du probléme, au-d%la
des populations qui partagent le
mil et le sorgho avec leurs fréres
venus d’en face, le tuteur officiel
de ces cing millions de déracings,
cest le Haut commissariat des
Nations Unies pour les réfugiés.
Du nord au sud du continent, il
multiplie les programmes d'ur-
gence, tente d'installer ceux qui
sont 1a pour des années et, lors-
que c’est possible, organise des
retours, C'est ainsi que quelque
cent mille Zairois, qui se trou=
vaient en Angola, ont pu rentrer

chez eux, que soixante<huit mille
réfugiés du Zimbabwe ont été
réinstaliés dans leur village. Ces
derniers devraient d’'ailleurs étre
les fpremiers bénéficiaires de la
conférence des pays donateurs,
qui vient de se tenir & Salisbury
et ou M. Mugabe insista sur I'im=
Eort_apce des pro%rammes de ré-

abilitation des réfugiés destinés
aux deux cent cinquante mille
réfugiés, aux, quatre cent mille
Turaux qui avalent été déplacés
par la guerre, et des sept cent
cinquante mille autres qui
avaient été contraints de vivre
dans des villages protégés.

Quant aux réfugiés qui n'ont
guere d’espoir de pouvoir rega-
gner leur pays, le H.CR. s'em~
ploie & leur donner les moyens de
eur autonomie. Par exemple, il
cite comme exemplaires l'attitu=~
de du Soudan et les camgs quiy
ont été établis, Confronté depuis
vingt ans au probléme des réfu-
giés, le Soudan, dont certaines
régions sont sous-peuplées, a
tenté de trouver des solutions
originales. C’est ainsi que le gou~
vernement essaie d’emmener les
réfugiés loin de la frontiere (ce
qui suscite souvent des protesta-
tions) et de les installer dans des
villages ol, aprés avoir regu une
aide technique, ils pourront sub-
venir eux-mémes & leurs besoins.
D'autres sont engagés comme sa-
lariés dans de grands projets
d’irrigation entrepris dans les
provinces de I'Est. Il n'est pas
impossible qu’a I’avenir ce soient
les Erythréens, les Ethiopiens ou
méme les Ougandais qui fournis-
sent la main-d’ceuvre nécessaire
3 la mise en valeur des terres
libérées par la construction du
barrage de Jonglei, et o Smidan
3ui recoit déji une aide massive

e PArabie Saoudite, pourrait
devenir alors le grenier 4 blé des
pays du Golfe.

. » o p

Les réfugiés
] »_®
intérieurs

Si la moitié des réfugiés recen-
sés dans le monde sont africains,
ce chiffre en réalité, est bien plus
élevé encore, car les «réfugiés
intérieurs », eux, échappent &
tout contréle: on estime qu'en
Angola, par exemple, huit cent
mille personnes ont ét€ déplacées
ou affectées par la guerre, tandis
qu'a lintérieur de I'Ethiopie, la
sécheresse dramatique et la guer-
re auraient engendré deux mil-
lions de déracinés. Et qui parlera
jamais des dizaines de milliers de

aysans que la faim, la misere,
ﬁes exactions de petits chefs lo=
caux poussent chaque année &
quitter la brousse pour se rap-
gro‘cher de Kinshasa, de Lusaka,

’Abidjan, de Dakar? L’exode
rural suscite une autre catégorie
de réfugiés, mais qui échappe,
el;lf, 3 la sollicitudé internatio=-
nale,



Nombre de réfugiés en Afrique, par pays

Maroc 500
Algérie 52000
Egypte 5000
Nigénr 110000
Sénégal 5000
Soud 490080 _ Djiboutt
Ghana oo 200 Ethiopie
Rép. centrafricaloe ___, 7000
C 266 000 Somal
[o] d. 112400 Kenya e
Gabon 30000
Zaire 400000 JRwanda
T
Angola
Mozambique
B
Lesotho

SOURCE: Gouvernertents des pays dsceuel L
NOTE: Les chiffres e dlessua ne concernent que les réfugiés immatricuiés el sont par corséquent incomplets. f n'a pﬂ!l &4 fenu corrpte des réfugiés mpatriés, bien quils regaivent
. ide i ianale nour assurer leur initiale.

42000
11000

1540000
3500

10150
234590
140000

73000

33500

100

10000
10000

Ayant décidé que l’Airige Se-
rait enfin prioritaire, le H.CR.
espere que son budget passera de
cing cent millions de dollars & un’

illiard deux cent millions. Cet= e

- ie somme devrait lui permettre

de multiplier les programmes

.d’accueil et de réhabilitation,

mais aussi d'aider les pays d’ac=

cueil: car & quoi bon protester

contre le « coulage » de l'aide, le

détournement des vivres et des '
médicaments lorsque les auto=

chtones sont généralement aussi

misérables que les réfugiés eux=

mémes ?

COLETTE BRAECKMAN.

NOS PHOTOS.—«De gauche
droite : des personnes déplacées,
au Zimbabwe, véhiculant leur
maison avec eux; des réfugiés
tchadiens au Cameroun, au point
d’eau de Kousseri; l'éducation,
des enfants, au Soudan, parmi les
populations éthiopiennes.



Geneve: Conférence sur les réfugiés africains

DES BESOINS CHIFFRES A
1,2 MILLIARD DE DOLLARS

Ils étaient 750 000 en 1970, on en
compte 5 millions dix ans plus tard. La
plupart sont des femmes et des enfants.
Beaucoup sont malades et affamés. Ils
ont fui les persécutions et la guerre, et
sont partis a pied a travers les déserts et
les foréts. Ce sont les réfugiés d’Afri-
que. Un réfugié sur deux dans le monde
est en effet africain.

C’est pour essayer de répondre a ce
drame que I’Assemblée générale de
I'ONU a décidé, en novembre dernier,
de convoquer une conférence interna-
tionale sur I’assistance aux réfugiés en
Afrique. Cette conférence, qui s’ouvre
aujourd’hui a Genéve pour deux jours,
poursuit les objectifs suivants: attirer
Pattention de la communauté interna-
tionale sur le sort des réfugiés en
Afrique, mobiliser des ressources sup-
plémentaires pour les programmes en
faveur de ces réfugiés, et aider les pays
d’accueil a mieux faire face aux proble-
mes posés par |'arrivée massive de
réfugiés.

Nations Unies, Laure

SPEZIALI

Des

Douze pays seront représentés par
leur ministre des Affaires étrangéres,
dont M. Pierre Aubert pour la Suisse,
et prés de trente autres également par
un ministre: ce sont principalement des
pays occidentaux et africains mais il
faut noter aussi la présence de la
Chine, des Philippines et de I'Indoné-
sie. Quant aux Etats-Unis, c’est le
vice-président George Bush qui devait
venir 4 Genéve, mais en raison de
r attentat dont a été victime M. Rea-
gan, c’est Mme Jeane Kirkpatrick,
représentante auprés des Nations
Unies 4 New York, qui dirigera la
délégation américaine.

Le Commerce

Le rapatriement volontalre demeure la meilleure solution au probléme des
réfugiés. Ici, des Zimbabwéens venant de camps de réfugiés au Mozambique,

retournent dans leur pays.

Sur 131 pays invités, ce sont au total
80 Etats qui ont accepté de venir a
Genéve. Aucune réponse n’est encore
parvenue de la part des pays socialis-
tes. M. Kurt Waldheim, secrétaire
général de 'ONU, et le président du
Sierra Leone, secrétaire général de
I'OUA (Organisation de I'unité afri-
caine), ac .isteront également a la con-
férence.

SOMALIE: 1,5 MILLION
DE REFUGIES

C’est dans la Corne de ’Afrique et
surtout en Somalie, que la situation est
la plus grave. On compte en effet
environ’ 1,5 million de réfugiés dans ce
pays, dont la majorité se trouve dans
30 camps et 7 centres de transit. La
guerre civile au Tchad a contraint
d’autre part des milliers de femmes et
d’enfants a fuir au Cameroun, au
Nigeria et au Soudan. Ce dernier pays
estime avoir accueilli 490 000 réfu-
giés.
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(Photo UNHCR/E. Birrer)

Des aides d’urgence sont nécessai-
res, mais ce sont des soutiens 4 moyen
ct long terme qui permettront de résou-
dre cette crise. Il s’agit de favoriser
I'autosuffisance desréfugiés, et finale-
ment leur rapatriement volontaire ou
leur intégration dans le pays d’accueil.
Le HCR (Haut-Commissariat des
Nations Unies pour les réfugiés) a
mené ainsi 4 bien le rapatriement de
69 000 réfugiés zimbabwéens, du
Botswana, du Mozambique et de Zam-
bie, aprés 'indépendance de leur pays.
Mais le probléme est d’autant plus
grave que les pays d’asile sont parmi
les plus pauvres de la planéte, et qu’ils
ne possédent donc pas les ressources
nécessaires pour aider les réfugiés.

Suivant les demandes des gouverne-
ments africains, les besoins des réfu-
giés se montent 4 1,24 milliard de
dollars pour les cinq prochaines
années, dont 500 millions pour la mise
en place de mesures d’urgence en 1981
et 1982. Les programmes d’aide des
Nations Unies déja approuvés attei-
gnent 260 millions de dollars; c’est
donc prés d’un milliard de dollars
supplémentaires que les participants a
la conférence devront trouver. M. Dale
de Haan, haut-commissaire adjoint
pour les réfugiés, pense cependant que
la communauté internationale répon-
dra positivement a cet appel, malgré le
contexte politique difficile, et que la
conférence sera un succes.

L.S.
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Erhéhung der US-Hilfe fiir den Schwarzen Kontinéent

Genfer Konferenz

Misslungene Storversuche
arabischer Staaten

Doe. Genf, 9. April

Im Palais des Nations ist am Donnerstag mit
zweistiindiger Verspitung von Uno-Generalse-
kretir Kurt Waldheim die Internationale Konfe-
renz iiber Hilfe fiir Flichtlinge in Afrika (Icara)
mit 94 Delegationen aus aller Welt erdffnet
worden. Wihrend der vergangenen zwei Tage
hatten die Vertreter arabischer Linder (ausser
Aegypten) versucht, Israel von der Teilnahme
an der Konferenz auszuschliessen. Noch am

Donnerstag morgen glaubten vor allem Libyen

und Saudiarabien auch afrikanische Unterstiit-
zung fiir einen Konferenzausschluss des Juden-
staates zu erlangen. Die mit dem UNHCR fiir
die Durchfiithrung der Konferenz verantwortli-
che Organisation fiir die Einheit Afrikas (OAU)
kam den Arabern zwar so weit entgegen, dass
sie eine Formel ausarbeitete, die eine Teilnahme
Israels «bedauerte». Daraufhin nahmen die ara-
bischen Delegierten am spiteren Abend ihre
Sitze ein.
1,15 Milliarden Dollar
fiir 5 Millionen Fliichtlinge

Als «SOS-Bote» verstand sich der OAU-Vor-
\sitzende und Staatschef von Sierra Leone, Siaka

Stevens, der von der Not der Fliichtlinge berich-
tete, die er kiirzlich in Somalia und Djibouti
besucht hatte. Er betonte — wie nach ihm noch
zahlreiche Redner — die Dringlichkeit der Hil-
fe. Der Uno-Hochkommissar, Poul Hartling,
hob die Tradition der Gastfreundschaft in
Afrika hervor, die bewirkt, dass Notleidende
von Nachbarlindern selbstverstindlich aufge-
nommen werden. Nur ist die so entstandene
Biirde zu gross geworden, als dass sie von den
Erstasyllindern allein getragen werden kdnnte:

1970 wurden in Afrika 750 000 Flichtlinge ge- -

24hlt, letztes Jahr waren es fiinf Millionen.
Nachdem Ende der siebziger Jahre.die Fliicht-
linge aus Indochina im Vordergrund des Inter-
esses gestanden hatten, drangen die OAU und
zahlreiche afrikanische Regierungen darauf,
dass die Aufmerksamkeit der Weltéffentlichkeit
sich vermehrt auch auf den schwarzen Konti-
nent richten miisse.

Aus der Konferenzdokumentation geht her-
vor, dass 30 afrikanische Staaten 1,15 Milliar-
den Dollar fiir dringende Notprogramme (69
Millionen), filr direkte Hilfe an Fliichtlinge (425
Millionen) und solche, die in ihre Herkunftslidn-
der zuriickkehren kdnnen (86 Millionen), sowie
for Infrastrukturausgaben (313 Millionen) er-
warten. Davon sind 261 Millionen schon zuge-
sprochene Programme auch anderer Uno-Orga-
nisationen.

iiber Fliichtlinge in Afrika

Auftritt
der amerikanischen Uno-Botschafterin

Die Vereinigten Staaten sollten urspriinglich
durch Vizeprasident Bush an der Icara vertreten
sein. Nach dem Attentat auf Prisident Reagan
beschlos_s die Administration, die Uno-Bot-
schafterin im Kabinettsrang, Jeane Kirkparrick,
‘al?zuordnep. Sie betonte, Prisident Reagan
Wwiinsche die Beziehungen der Vereinigten Staa-
en mit dem Schwarzen Kontinent auszubauen.,

6 Millionen Amerikaner hitten ihre Wurzeln
In Afrika, und das afrikanische Erbe sei eine
wxchtlge_Komponente der USA. Chester Crok-
Kers Afrikareise sei ein Teil der Bemithungen
um_eine sorgfiltige Abkldrung der bisherigen
amerikanischen Afrikapolitik.

i Erste Entscheidungen spiegeln sich na“ch
rau Kirkpatrick im neuen Budget: Trotz Kiir-
zungen fast aller Posten hat die Administration
dem Kongress eine Erhohung der gesamten
frikahilfe um 30 Prozent vorgeschlagen. Fir
%8”82 konnte die Botschafterin 285 Millionen
ollar fiir die afrikanischen Flichtlinge zusa-
/gen. Wie Frau Kirkpatrick an einer Pressekon-
ferenz spiter erlduterte, sollen rund 12 Millio-
nen davon als Starthilfe bei der Ansiedlung von
8100 Afrikanern in den USA dieses und nich-
stes Jahr verwendet werden. Der grosste Teil des
Geldes ist fiir das UNHCR und das Rote Kreuz
sowie fiir bilaterale Hilfe bestimmt, die ohne
irgendwelche politischen Bedingungen geleistet
werden soll. Die Vertreterin der Administration
Reagan legte Wert auf die Feststellung, sie habe
sich in ihrer Rede jeder politischen Aeusserung
oder Kritik enthalten, weil die Konferenz Qer
Darstellung humanitirer Probleme in Afrika
diene; auf die Nichtteilnahme von Ostblockver-
tretern angesprochen, gab sie jedoch ihrer
Ueberraschung dariiber und iiber die Tatsache,

dass der Ostblock keine multilaterale Hilfe lei-
stet, Ausdruck.

Votum Bundesrat Auberts

Der. Chef des Eidgendssischen Departemen-
tes flir auswirtige Angelegenheiten, Bundesrat
Aubert, wies in seiner kurzen Rede darauf hin,
dass die Afrikaner ihre Fliichtlingslast nicht nur

durch zwischenstaatliche Konflikte selbst ge-
schaffen hitten, sondern dass sie noch unter
dem Erbe vergangener Zeiten — gemeint war
offenbar der europiische «Kolonialismus» ~
zu leiden hitten. Der Magistrat kiindigte an,
dass die Schweiz zusitzlich zu schon bewilligten
Krediten fiir 1981 4,5 Millionen Franken an
multilaterale und bilaterale Hilfsprogramme
zahlen werde.



REFUGEES

An African Tragedy

‘ By POUL HARTLING

“1do not believe thar dealing with the problem of 3.5 million people.

and giving them u chance 10 rebuild their dignin and their lives, is an

impossible task for 46 nations and their 350 million inhabitants "’
-FPresident Nverere of Tanzania, Arusha, May 1979

f all the regions of the world where
Othe United Nations High Commus-
sion for Refugees (UNHCR) is active,
Africa has the largest number of re-
fugees and displaced persons. Al-
though African countries practice a
generous open-door policy tewards
refugees, large-scale assistance by
UNHCR and the international commu-
nity is needed to alleviate the often des-
perate phght of those who, for various
reasons, have had to flee from their
homes. In 1980, half the total UNHCR
budget of $500 million is being spent in
Afnca.

The largest refugee problem on the
continent is in the Hom of Africa. In
Somalia, according to the government,
approximately one million are regis-
tered in 30 camps, while additional
large numbers are living outside or-
ganized settiements. It will take an im-
mense international effort to solve the
problem within the regional context. In
March 1980. UNHCR launched an ap-
peal for $40.7 million for assistance
other than food to refugees in Somalia,
while food requirements were esti-
mated at $80 million. The rate of new
arrivals and the magnitude of the refu-
gee problem made it necessary to con-
centrate a substantial part of assistance
measures on the provision of immediate
relief in the camps: shelter, clothing,
domestic itemns, medicines, and medi-

Poul Hartling is the United Nations
high commissioner for refugees.

cal equipment. UNHCR has
supplemented basic food rations pro-
vided by the World Food Program and
also helped meet transport costs, pur-
chase vehicles, improve the water sup-
ply. and provide educational assis-
tance. Small-<caie agncultural schemes
have been extended and assistance has
also been provided to some 200 urban
refugees, living mainly in Mogadishu.

UNHCR, conscious of the massive
international effort required to cope
with the problem, sought additional
technical expertise for the program to
strengthen the government's imple-
mentation capacity to meet the in-
creased requirements. Various other
organizations within and outside the
United Nations systems made major
contributions, particularly in the areas
of food and water supply, education
and agniculture. UNHCR has also con-
siderably strengthened its presence in
Somalia, both in Mogadishu and in
three new sub-offices in the regions of
Gedo. Hiran, and the North West. In
the neighboring small country of Djib-
outi, about one in 10 of the population
1s a refugee. While relief supplies-have
been provided to refugees, assistance
for the promotion of seif-sufficiency
projects, inciuding a pilot project in
agnculture, has continued.

In this same region, the huge influx
of refugees into Sudan has been placing
greal strains on the country’s lirnited
resources and caused serious problems.
It was to draw attention to the difficul-
ties caused by the presence of 441,000
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refugees in their midst, from Ethiopia,
Uganda, Chad, and Zaire, that the
Sudanese government declared 1980
““The Year of the Refugee in the
Sudan’’ and organized an intemational
conference on June 20 — Afnca Refu-
gee Day — to focus international atten-
tion on the problem The presence of
large numbers of refugees, mainly from
rural backgrounds, in urban centres
suffering from high unemployment and
inflation rates, aggravated existing
problems in Sudan of house rents, pub-
lic transport, food supplies, and job
competition.

The fine tradition of the extended
family in Afnca is often stretched be-
vond its limits when refugees armve.
This is what makes relief suppon from
outside, by members of the United Na-
tions family and the many voluntary
agencies, who serve so unstintingly in
the field. essential. One of the answers
in a situation such as Sudan is a pro-
gram of establishing settlements in
rural areas, which will evertually help
refugees to cease being a burden on
their host community and become self-
sufficient. After attaining economic in-
dependence, refugees could become an
asset to the community. through
small-scale farming or wage-eaming
opportunities. Another answer is the
program, now being started, of semi-
urban or suburban settlements which
provide refugees access 10 wage-
ea™ming opportunities.

In Ethiopia, UNHCR activities have
continued to focus on the special pro-
gram initiated in 1978, within the
framework of the Hom of Afnica ap-
peal. In cooperation with the Ethiopian
government, an initial project is being
established to provide assistance to-
wards the reception and rehabilitation
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of refugees who have returned or are
returning to Ethiopia from neighboring
countries. Measures cover the con-
struction and equipment of reception
centers, the immediate material needs
of returnees while in the centers, and
the prevision of a basic self-supporting
activity as rapidly as possible. Close
monitoring of the situation is taking
place so that, after a certain pernod,
further needs and financial require-
ments can be assessed.

Assistance to the some 150,000 ref-
ugees in Tanzania has centered on as-
sistance to organized rural settlements.
At Ulyankulu, one of the largest or-

ganized refugee settlements of its kind
in Africa, a self-sufficient community
has been created for some 27,000 refu-
gees from Burundi. Fully integrated
into the Tanzanian economy largely
through their own efforts, they are ex-
pected this year to earn about $1 million
through sales of their products: maize,
cassava, sorghum, tobacco. and bricks.
Another group, some 36,000 mainly
from Rwanda, have recently been nat-
uralized by the Tanzanian government
in a series of mass ceremonies, unique
in Africa.

In northern Cameroon, UNHCR is
assisting some 100,000 refugees who

AFRICAN REFUGEES

{Reproduced frum Dept. of State Bulletin, April 1980)

Comments

Access not allowed to deter-
mine accurate numbers.

Repatriation to Zimbabwe
should end substantial
problem.

Self-settled, some for as long as
20 years.

Political refugees becoming
economic refugees.

Urban refugee problem special;
govt. encouraging resettle-
ment in third country.

R 'igee status being with-
arawn Mar. 1, 1980,
Numbers decreasing.

Repatriation should end prob-
lem.

Political refugees becoming
economic refugees.

Fairly well integrated

22 camps; great, long-term aid
needed.
Additional assistance required.

Many long-term; self-settled.

Severe problem ahould be ob-

Country Number Principa! Country
of Asylum of Refugees of Origin
Algeria, 9,100 Western Sahara
Morocco,
Tunisia
Angola 61,000 Namibia
Zaire
Botswana 20,300 South Africa
Namibia
Zimbabwe
Lesotho
Burundi 50,000 Rwanda
Cameroon 30,000 Equatorial Guinea
Djibouti 20,000 Ethiopia (mostly
Eritreans)
Ethiopia 10,900 Sudan
Somalia
Gabon 60,000 Equatorial Guinea
Kenya 6,500 Uganda
Ethiopia
Lesotho 250 South Africa
Mozambique 120,000 Zimbabwe
Nigeria 370 Equatorial Guinea
Rwanda 8,500 Burundi
Ugarda
Somalia 500,0002 Ethiopia
Sudan 330,000 Ethiopia
Uganda
Zaire
Swaziland 3,700 South Africa
Mozambique
Uganda 112,400 Rwanda
Zaire
Tanzania 160,000 Rwanda
Burundi
Uganda
Zaire 653,000 Angola
Rwanda
Burundi
Zambia 80,000 Zimbabwe
Angola

South Africa

viated by repatriation to
Zimbabwe.

t Does not include displaced persons, estimated to be as many as 1 million.
2 Does not include 500,000-700.000 refugees outside camps
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have fled across the Chari River from
civil war in neighboring Chad. A $7.6
million program was launched for
emergency supplies, including sup-
plementary food, household equip-
ment, and utensils, and to launch a
school building program. .

Educational aid to refugee students
continues to be an important part of
UNHCR activities, particularly with
regard to refugees from South Africa
and Namibia.

By the end of 1980, there were some
five million refugees in Africa. Most of
them remain on the continent. There
may be some exceptions to this, not
always of a permanent nature. Fortu-
nately, voluntary repatriation — the
best solution to all refugee situations —
was possible in many cases.

Sudan, which has an outstanding re-
cord in refugee asylum and protection
typical of Africa, experienced a mas-
sive voluntary repatriation in 1972 after
agreement was reached to end the 17-
year civil conflict there. This repre-
sented the biggest-ever movement of
population organized to date by
UNHCR on the African continent.
UNHCR was called upon to provide for
initial rehabilitation measures for the
returnees as well as for the large num-
ber of Sudanese who had been dis-
placed by events in their country.

UNHCR was also engaged in the re-
warding task of helping returnees to
Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique,
and Equatorial Guinea. Events in Zim-
babwe over the past 12 months have
meani an equally happy outcome for
many thousands of Zimbabweans who
have now returned home mainly from
Botswana, Mozambique, and Zambia.
At the request of Prime Minister Robert
Mugabe, the UN Secretary-General
asked UNHCR to coordinate the re-
habilitation program of humanitarian
assistance for 660,000 returnees and
displaced persons. This is now in full
swing, with distribution of agricultural
tools, and seeds for planting.

African hospitality to, and protection
of, refugees has been taken a step fur-
ther than the universal 1951 Conven-
tion on Refugees and the 1967 Protoco!l
with the 1969 Convention on Specific
Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa.
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(his was drawn up by the Organization
of African Unity (OAU) in consultation
with UNHCR. This not only carries the
definition of the term refugee further
than the previous instruments but also
deals positively with asylum and vol-
untary repatriation. The OAU Conven-
tion, which came into effect in 1974,
states that *“the granting of asylum is a
peaceful and humanitarian act, and
shall not be regarded as an unfriendly
act by any member state.'’ Further, it
acknowledges that no person should be
compulsorily or forcibly retumed by an
African state to the territory he has left
and where his physical integrity or lib-
erty would be threatened. At the same
time, the OAU Convention excludes
acts of subversion by refugees against
the territory they have left, and exempts
cniminals from the protection of refugee
status. So far 18 of the 50 OAU member
states have acceded to the 1969 Con-
vention, while 33 have acceded to the
more general 1951 Convention or 1967
Protocol.

It was to review the increasing, ur-
gent refugee problem on the continent
that the Pan-African Conference on the
Situation of Refugees was held in
Arusha, Tanzania in May 1979. At-
tended by 38 African states (including
all countries that have received refu-
gees), 5 liberation movements, as well
as the major Western industnalized na-
tions, UN agencies, and 37 voluntary
agencies and nongovernmental organi-
zations active in the field of service to
refugees, the conference spelled out
detailed policies to be followed to al-
leviate the situation of refugees in the
specific African context. These include
arecognition of the basic rights of refu-
gees to asylum, ‘‘nonrefoulement’’ (no
forcible return to a country where a
refugee fears persecution), declaration
of amnesties to €ncourage voluntary re-
patriation, naturalization where inte-
gration in asylum countries has taken
place, free movement to facilitate
study, training or resettlement in third
countries,. and. rural resettlement
schemes. A joint OAU-UNHCR
working group has been established to
monitor progress achieved in the im-
plementation of the Arusha recommen-

dations. Guidelines are being drawn up -

i

Mothers and children make up more than 90 percent of the one million refugees in
Somalia

on tHv measures needed for incorpora-
tion into national legislations. UNHCR
1s also studying procedures and specific
arrangements concerning the identifi-
cation of refugees, which could be of
benefit to African states confronted
with large-scale influxes of asylum
seekers,

Another major concern of the Arusha
conference was that the refugee burden
of Africa should be shared more equally
among all African states. In his ad-
dress, President Nyerere of Tanzania
appealed to those countries that have
very few refugees to provide rural refu-
gee settlements or at least to contribute
to the heavy local costs involved for
those countries that do give such hos-
pitality.

Unti! durable solutions can be found
for refugees, UNHCR tries to devise
projects to enable them to be occupied
and become self-supporting. providing
them with seeds and agricultural im-
plements, .where applicable. If volun-
tary repatriation is not yet possible, ref-
ugees are given assistance by UNHCR
together with the host government. to
become self-sufficient, usually in ag-
riculture, or in the case of urban refu-
gees, through training in skills leading
to wage-eaming opportunities.

We have high expectations that the
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international conference for assistance
to refugees in Africa. to be heid in
Geneva on Apri} 9-10, will obtain fur-
ther resources to enable African coun-
tries to meet the already strenuous re-
sponsibility of hosting several millions
of refugees. Detailed projects of assis-
tance now are being worked out that
will help refugees. The conference,
sponsored by the UN. the OAU, and
UNHCR, will also provide the occasion
to increase the awareness of the inter-
national community to the plight of ref-
ugees in Africa.

While solutions in some areas are
being found, elsewhere new problems
may arise Or existing ones may require
increased assistance. However, thanks
to the hospitality of the countries of
asvlum and the effons of the interna-
tional community, no refugee situation
is without hope. In the constant search
to improv e the lot of the uprooted, those

" helping them — whether in the field in

Africa or among the international
community — act with the conviction
that the world, which today provokes
the departure of so many who are des-
titute and helpless. also works con-
stantly to find solutions for them. In this
humanitarian task, supported by the
international community, UNHCR has
an essential role to play. @]
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Corne de ’Afrique

Douze a‘quinze réfugiés meurent

Un million et demi de réfu-
giés vivent actuellement en So-
malie. Douze & quinze d'entre
eux meurent chaque jour dans
le camp de Dega Hsabour en
Ogeaden. L'asséchement des
fleuves a entrainé une pénurie
d’eau. Mais la saison des pluies
est attendue pour avril. Telle
est la situation critigue des
camps de réfugiés de la Corpe
de Y'Afrique.

Notre correspondante & Ge-
néve, Mireille Lemaresquier, a
rencontré M. Léon Davico,
porte-parole du Haut Comité
des Nations unies (HCR) qui
rentre d’un veyage dans la
Corne de V'Afrique.

Le Continent : A votre retour
d’ Afrigue, vous avez déciaré gue,
Jamals, vous n'aviez vu de specta-
cle aussi horrible en douze ans de
service aux Netions unies. Le HCR
s'occupe de cette région depuis
quelgues années. Mais comment en
est-on arrivé 1a 7

M. Léon Davico : C'est le nom-
bre énorme de réfugiés gui a créé
der problémes trés graves. Le par-
tie de la Somalie ol se trouve le
million ou le million et demi de
refugiée de 1'Ogaden est une zone
complétement séche, sans eau,
sans puits. Il y a dans cette région
deux fleuves, le Djoube et le She-
beli. Ils sont secs. Le mois de mars
est le mois critique avant le début
de Iz saison des plules. Nous allons
esseyer de régler le probléme de la
distribution d'eau par des camions-
cternes. De autre cbté de la
frontiére, c'est 1'Ogaden ot sévit
également la sécheresse.

L.C. : Douze & quinze personnes
meurent chaque jour dans ces
campe. Est-ce & cause de la pépurie
d'eau ?

L.D. : C'est surtout & cause de
le pénurie de médicements. De
l'eau ? Ii y en &, mals celleci est
polluée. Avec de 'eav polluée, on
ne meurl pas : mais on est simple-
ment melade. Afin de pouvoir
scmivre, i) faut des médicaments.
L'acheminement des aivres et mé-
dicaments av camp de Degs Ha-

cha

que

¢
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Les camps surpeuplés rendent précaire |'exisience des réfugiés et plus  [Sips-Press)

particulierement des enfants.

bour peut se faire uniquement par
avion. Er plus, il s'agit d une zone
d'insécurité. Ce camp abrite
20 000 personnes. Des enfants
meurent tous les jours. Je n'ai pas
vu un seul enfant qui soit dans un
état normal.

L.C.: Quel concours recevez-
vous des autorités éthiopiennes ?

L.D.: Ern Ethiopie, nous som-
mes responsables des réfugiés
venus des pays voisins. La, nous
collaborons avec les autorités
éthiopiennes. Mair. en Ogaden, il y
a up million quatre cent miile
personnes déplacées dont pous ne
sornmes pas responsables. Les ins
tances internationales doivert ai-
der Je gouvernement éthiopien. La
région de 1'Ogaden est celic qui,

(’L {4\./»/ TG 4 xf

actuellement, connait les plus gra
ves problémes.

L.C. : Pensez-vous qu’'a la confé-
rence de I'ONU sur les réfugiés
africains, qui va se tenir a Genéve
une priorité sera demandée pour la
Corne de I'Afrique ?

L.D.: Priorité par le nombre,
oui. Mais chaque pays africain ol
se trouvent des réfugiés a ses
problémes. Chacun d'eux ouvre ses
bras sux réfugiés des pays fronta-
liers Un million et demi de réfu-
giés, ce n'est pas possible. L assis-
tance internationale est néces-
saire. Ceci dans l'intérét de tout le
monde. :

Propos recueillis par
,Mireille Lemaresquier
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L’Afrique,
«continent des réfugiés »

Ils étaient

millions

Le nombre des réfugiés et personnes déplacées ne
cesse d’augmenter en Afrique. De 2 millions il y a dix
ans, il dépasse aujourd’hui les 10 millions, faisant de

I’Afrique le « continent des réfugiés ». Du Soudan,

vivant exemple de ce drame, I’envoy¢ spécial de ’AFP

fait le point.

U Soudan, plusieurs
dizaines de milliers
de réfugiés vont venir

grossir en 1981 les quelque
506000 officiellement
dénombrés. Chaque semaine,
chaque jour, des groupes plus
ou moins importants
d’Ougandais, de Tchadiens et
d’Ethiopiens ou d’Erythréens
passent les frontiéres avec le
Soudan. Il fuient les bombar-
dements, les massacres, la
sécheresse, la faim.

La Soudan a connu ses pre-
miéres vagues de réfugiés en
1965. Ils étaient congolais
(futurs zairois) d’origine
rurale. Leur assimilation a été
relativement facile. Beaucoup
ont, a ’heure actuelle, rejoint
le Zaire.

Depuis 1965, ’afflux des
réfugiés vers le Soudan n’a
pas connu de répit. En fonc-
tion de bouleversements poli-
tiques des pays voisins, ce
sont méme des exodes massifs
d’Africains qui ont eu lieu : le
« gros » - des réfugiés est
arrivé aprés les premiers com-
bats en Ogaden.

Dés 1977-1978, plusieurs
dizaines de milliers d’Ethio-
piens et d’Erythréens ont
franchi les frontiéres et ont

été accueillis dans les campe-

ments installés par le Haut

Commissariat des Nations
unies pour les réfugiés
(HCR).

Depuis, selon les chiffres
publiés par les autorités sou-
danaises, 415 000 Ethiopiens
ou Erythréens ont gagné le
Soudan. Ces derniéres semai-
nes, aprés une interruption de
plusieurs mois, de nouveaux
réfugiés éthiopiens ou de la
région d’Asmara sont arrivés
au Soudan, 1 000 au début du
mois de mars. Et chaque jour
la frontiére est franchie par
des groupes de 300 a 400
personnes.

Un nouvel afflux de réfu-
giés au sud préoccupe les
autorités de Khartoum, celui
des Ougandais qui, au rythme
de 300 par jour, fuient le nord
de ’Ouganda et passent en
territoire soudanais aprés
avoir traversé le Nil blanc.

Ces Ougandais des tribus
maadis affirment qu’ils ont
¢chappé aux massacres et aux
persécutions des Acholis qui
reglent ainsi de vieux comptes
tribaux et politiques. Ils ont
déja « renvoyé » le premier
des Maadis qui n’était autre
qu’ldi Amin Dada.

1lllons de réfugiés en 1970;
ils sont aujourd’hui

En octobre 1980, 30 000
Ougandais ont franchi la
frontiére et sont concentrés
dans la région de Juba, avec
43 000 autres Maadis. Les
autorités soudanaises esti-
ment que dans les prochaines
semaines, 50 000 OQugandais
devront étre regus dans les
campements du Sud-Soudan.

A louest, le Soudan doit
porter assistance, avec le con-
cours du HCR, a 18 000 réfu-
giés en provenance du Tchad.
La région ouest est particulié-
rement difficile d’accés, elle
se trouve a 2 000 km de Khar-
toum et plus de dix jours en
camion sont nécessaires pour
y parvenir,

A El Janaina notamment,
3 000 Tchadiens ont été admis
dans un campement, 2 000 3
3 000 autres se trouvent au
nord de la ville.

Les Soudanais ne cachent
pas que Yarrivée de plus de
500 000 personnes a provo-
qué un certain déséquilibre
sociologique dans le pays. La
proportion de non-Soudanais
ne cesse de s’accroitre, susci-
tant des « chocs » culturels et
religieux notamment, sans
parler des sentiments de
jalousie et des réactions vives
de ressentiment de la part de
la population locale, qui
pense qu’elle passe trop sou-
vent au second plan quant a la
satisfaction de ses propres
revendications.

Michel Porcheron
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Un’Africa
i randagi

Waldheim: 1200 miliardi per cinque milioni di profughi

12.4.81

I} caso limite riguarda la
Somalia, dove un milione e
mezzo di profughi rappre-
senta oltre un terzo dell’in-
tera popolazione: ¢ come se
I'lalia  dovesse ospitare
venti milioni di esuli. Ma
Pintero continente africano
¢ un caso limite di questo
gigantesco problema: piu di
cinque milioni di rifugiati.
per la massima parte don-
ne, bambini e vecchi. vege-
tano ai limiti della sopravvi-
venza nei campi profughi di
25 Paesi. E si tratta quasi
sempre. come nel caso so-
malo. di Paesi poverissimi,
gid affliti da una quantita
di problemi disperati, gia
alle prese con la scommessa
di uno sviluppo negato dal-
la storia e dalla natura, dai
conflitti esplosi sulle dram-
matiche condizioni dell’A-
frica postcoloniale. dalle ca-
lamita naturali che bersa-
gliano il continente.

Questi 28 Paesi hanno
chiesto aiuto al mondo. ¢ il
monao ha deciso di dar loro
una mano. Ci vorrebbero
1150 milioni di dollari, oltre
1200 miliardi di lire per ga-
rantire cibo e assistenza ai
profughi e per avviare, dove
possibile. le procedure di
rimpatrio, in una previsione
di spesa scaglionala su cin-
que anni. Per ora di questa
cifra € stata garantita circa
la,meta, come ha annuncia-
to venerdi Kurt Waidheim,
chiudendo a Ginevra la
conferenza Onu sui rifugiati
in Africa. [ risultati di que-
sta conferenza, organizzata
dall’'Alto

Commissariato.

dell’Onu per i rifugiati, ven-
gono definiti incoraggianti.
anche perché i Paesi africa-
ni hanno chiesto e ottenuto
I'impegno a una riconvoca-
zione nel futuro.

Scopo della riunione di
Ginevra non era soltanto la
raccolta di fondi, ma anche
fa promozione di questo
problema nella consapevo-
lezza mondiale, in una fase
in cui ogni questione inter-
nazionale rischia di essere
appiattita nella prospettiva

del confronto  Est-Ovest.
Come ha osservato il dane-
se Poul Hartling. Alto Com-
missario per i rifugiati, i
profught sono «i/ sottopro-
dotto di conflitti e persecu-
Zioni», ma al tempo stesso
rappreseatano di per sé un
problema esplosivo. capace
a sua volta.di generare nuo-
vi conflitti e nuove persecu-

.zioni.

Gli esperti di guesta
agenzia delle Nazioni Unite
hanno potuto esaminare nei
dettagli quanto sia trauma-
tico Fimpatto di una massa
di profughi sulle fragili
strutture di quei Paesi che
un cufemismo internazio-
nale definisce «in via di svi-

luppo». La generosa tradi-
zione africana dell’ospitali-
1a viene a scontrarsi con tra-
gici dati di fato: insuffi-
cienza di cibo. di acqua, di
attrezzawure  sanitarie,  di
strutture educative. I risul-
tato: piu fame, piti malattie.
il sottosviluppo che si avvita
su se stesso, un avvenire gia
incerto  pregiudicato  del
tutto.

Di qui la responsabilita
internazionale. che la con-
ferenza di Ginevra ha mes-
so alla prova nei giorni
scorsi. non senza che {'ini-
Ziativa abbia mancato di ri-
velare le rituali tensioni. Da
un lato, I'Unione Sovietica
ha disertato la conferenza.
fedele a una politica che le
fa preferire "approccio bila-
terale, politicamente meglio
«pagante», alla partecipa-
zione a sforzi multinaziona-
li. Dallaltro. alcum Paesi
arabi hanno contestato la
presenza della delegazione
israeliana: 'incidente ha ri-
tardato di alcune ore l'inizio
dei lavori. Assente ['Urss
con gli altri Paesi del blocco
orientale. & stato I'Occiden-
te a garantire il finanzia-
mento dell’operazione pro-
fughi: soprattutto gli Stati
Uniti, con la promessa di
285 mihiont di dollari, oltre
300 miliardi di lire.

Alfredo Venturi




Afrika wil

v R Paucleblod

miljard voor”

vluchtelingen

Door onze redacteur KOERT LINDUER

GENEVE, 10 april — Op de eerste dag van de
Internationale Conferentie voor Hulp aan Vluchte-
lingen in Afrika (Icara) in Genéve is gisteren door
donorlanden 460 miljoen dollar toegezegd. Het
leeuwedeel, 285 miljoen dollar, kwam van de Ver-

enigde Staten.

De conferentie van de Ver-
enigde Naties, die tot van-
avond zal duren en waaraan
door 94 landen op ministerieel
niveau wordt deelgenomen,
werd gisteren geopend door
VN--.cretaris-generaal Kurt
Wal.ntim. In zijn oproep om
de nog steeds groeiende
stroom Afrikaanse vluchtelin-
gen te hulp te komen wees
.Waldheim erop dat van de 9,5
miljoen vluchtelingen in de
wereld zich vijf miljoen in
Afrika bevinden.

Het doel van de conferentie,
aldus Waldheim, moet zijn om
de Afrikaanse landen die toch
al tot de armste van de wereld
‘behoren, te hulp te snellen zo-
dat ze het probleem ter plaatse
kunnen aanpakken. Hij deed
een oproep aan de delegaties

zich slechts met de humanitai-
re_kant.van-de-z zlg t&

houden en niet met de oorzaak,
»wat dezé ook moge zijn". De
Sierra Leoonse president Siaka
Stevens, de huidige voorzitter
van de Organisatie van Afri-
kaanse Eenheid (OAE) die
Icara mede organiseerde, wees
vervolgens de apartheid in
Zuid Afrika aan als één van de
oor....en van het vluchtelin-
‘genprobleem.

Verder noemde Stevens als
oorzaak stammen- ep gods-
dienstconflicten, grensoorlo-
gen en droogte. In zijn ,SOS-
rede” waarschuwde hij dat de
traditionele gastvrifheidvan
de Afrikaanse landen -om
vluchtelingen op te nemen aan
haar einde dreigt te komen

omdat het Afrikaanse ‘conti-
nent de last niet meer slleen-

kan dragen. .
Minister Van der Klaauw
zegde namens Nederland een

9,5 miljoen dollar toe aan de -

VN-organisaties die zich bezig-

houden met het Afrikaanse -

viuchtelingenprobleem. "Hij
vroeg de aandacht voor de
miljoenen Afrikanen die lijden
'onder honger, droogte en oor-
log maar niet de status van
viuchtelingen hebbent omdat ze
hun landsgrenzen niet hebben
overschreden. Volgens een op
de conferentie circulerend rap-
port van Unicef, het kinder-

in hun land aan dezeifde om-
standigheden bloot staan als
vluchtelingen maar niet op de
traditionele vluchtelingenhulp
kunnen rekenen.

Verenigde Staten

{ Het leeuwedeel van de tot nu
toe toegezegde hulp op de con-
ferentie is afkomstig van de
Verenigde Staten. De Ameri-
kaanse ambassadeur bij de
VN, Jeane Kirkpatrick, zegde
285 miljoen dollar toe.

" Dit is een teken, aldus Kirk-
patrick, dat de VS in tegenstel-
ling tot sommige berichten wel
degelijk groot belang hechtte
aan goede relaties met zwart
Afrika. Ze vertelde dat presi-
dent Reagan gisteren tot Afri-
kaanse hulpdag had uitgeroe-
pen.

Na afloop zei ze niet te gelo-
ven dat de VS voorwaarden
aan de hulp zouden verbinden
zodat bijvoorbeeld het marxis-
tische Ethiopié uitgesloten zou
kunnen worden. Ze weersprak
berichten in The Washington
Post begin deze week als zou-
den de VS ontwikkeHngshulp
aan het socialistische Tanza-
nia drastisch willen verminde-,
ren. Bovendien vertelde ze dat
in de aanstaande begroting
van de regering-Reagan wordt
voorgesteld de algehele hulp
aan Afrika met dertig procent
te verhogen.

"..Verscheidene Westerse ‘dele-

‘ getles spraken hun teleurstel-

ling uit over de afwezigheid op
de conferentie van de Oosteu-

-ropese landen. Deze beschou-

wen het vluchtelingenpro-
bleem in Afrika als de erfenis
‘'van de koloniale overheersing,
waarvoor alleen het Westen
verantwoordelijkheid draagt.

De Afrikaanse landen zeg-
gen 1,15 miljard dollar nodig
te hebben om het vluchtelin-
genprobleem te kunnen aan-
pakken. Dat betekent dat deze
conferentie 890 miljoen dollar
moet opbrengen om de huidige
begroting van het Hoge Com-
missariaat voor vluchtelinger
van de VN tot het vereiste be-
drag aan te vullen. Dit streef-
bedrag wordt door vele VN-

NRC Handelsblad
Lo April 1981
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La Conférence de Geneve
sur les réfugiés en Afrique

Les 9 et 10 avril se tient a Genéve la Conférence
internationale sur les réfugiés en Afrique. C'est une
fagon de mettre le doigt sur la plaie car ¢’est sur notre
continent qu’on compte le plus grand nombre de
réfugiés. Leur nombre est monté en fléche au cours des
quatre derniéres années et il continue de croitre a un
rythme incontrolable. Trois grandes zones sont en
proie a ce phénoméne. D’abord la Corne de I’Afrique,
ou, en raison de plusieurs facteurs, en particulier la
guerre dans 1'0Ogaden et la grande sécheresse, le
nombre des réfugiés est sans doute plus élevé que dans
- n’importe quelle autre région du monde. Vient ensuite

I'Afrique australe ou la question raciale rend la
situation différente de celle qui existe dans la Corne de
I’Afrique et ailleurs. Privés par un systéme d’inégali-
tés institutionnalisées basé sur des considérations de
race, de toute possibilité de progrés politique et
économique, les Noirs d’Afrique du Sud et de Namibie
sont contraints de s’exiler, toujours plus nombreux, au
Botswana, au Lesotho, au Swaziland, en Zambie et en
Angola. Troisiéme région touchée, 1I’Afrique centrale
et les autres pays d’Afrique ou les conditions de vie des
réfugiés sont affreuses, du fait notamment de la
famine, mais ou la situation est loin d’étre aussi

désespérée que dans les deux premiéres zones.

Nous ne pouvions laisser passer la Conférence' de
Genéve qui va tenter de coordonner les divgrses aides
multilatérales et bilatérales sans attirer a nouveau
I’attention de nos lecteurs sur une Afrique qui part en
miettes du fait de la famine et des personnes
déplacées. Nous entamons donc la publicatiop d’un
dossier en trois parties qui examinera la question ¢.ies
réfugiés, zone par zone, pays par pays et en fonction
des problémes posés et des besoins dans chacun de ces

cadres.

1. Le cadre historique et géographique

750 000 en 1970, 5 millions au-
jourd'hui de femmes et d’enfants
surtout qui, victimes d’événe-
ments qui les dépassent, ont di
quitter leurs terres pour chercher
refuge sur leur continent:
I'Afrique. Tout, semble-t-il, a été
dit sur les réfugiés et sur les camps
de déracinés, sur la faim et la
maladie et leur désespoir. Les

photographies sont parfois plus
éloquentes que la littérature.

Cependant, il convient de savoir,
avant que ne s'ouvre la Conférence
de Genéve, qu'un réfugié sur deux,
dans le monde vit en Afrique et que
les pays les plus pauvres de notre
planéte sont situés sur ce conti-
nent.

On a beaucoup écrit et parlé sur
les réfugiés parge qu'il y avait le
drame du Cambodge, le désespoir
du « boat people » vietnamien, et
que ces réfugiés.du Sud-Est étaient
souvent amenés a quitter |'Asie
pour trouver des pays d’accueil en
Europe, en Amérique et méme en
Océanie.

Alors gue tous nos confréres se
bousculaient pour aller constater

le génocide du nampuchéa, les
pays africains avec leurs millions
de réfugiés donnaient leur hospita-
lité sans fanfare ni trompette
parce qu'on ne parle pas de droit
d'asile en Afrigue, ou existe une
hospitalité traditionnelle. ~

.~ La jeune République sans res-

320 000 habitants a accueilli
42 000 réfugiés. La Somalie, |'une
des plus déshéritées de la Corne de
I’Afrique, forte de 3,6 millions
d’habitants, compte actuellement
1,6 million de réfugiés et une
trentaine de camps faits avec des
moyens de fortune, grace a |'aide
d’organisations internationales
comme le HCR ou-la Croix-Rouge.

L’Afrique a fait plus qu’elle ne
pouvait ; elle ne peut plus faire
face & I'ampleur de la situation.
Elle en appelle a la communauté
internationale et demande une ac-
tion d'urgence.

Si I’énormité méme du probléeme
des réfugiés crée la tragique situa-
tion & laquelle les gouvernements
africains sont maintenant confron-
tés, la responsabilité des grandes

puissances est engagée. Contribuer
de facon substantielle aux pro-
grammes d’assistance, c¢’est appor-
ter une contribution inappréciable
a la paix et a la stabilité, aussi bien
qu'au développement.

Ainsi, le but premier de la
Conférence des Nations unies sur
les réfugiés en Afrique qui se
tiendra les 9 et 10 avril a Genéve
et sera présidée par M. Kurt Wald-
heim, consiste a recueillir des
contributions.

L'ONU récoltera-t-elle le mil-
liard de dollars nécessaire &
I'Afrique pour subvenir aux be-
soins immédiats des réfugiés ? La
facture est énorme, comparée aux
200 millions de dollars qu'avaient
demandés les Nations unies pour le
« boat people » ou les 500 millions
de dollars pour le Cambodge. Il
demeure que le Haut-Commissa-
riat de I'ONU pour les réfugiés
reste optimiste et attend beaucoup
de la tournée que vient d'effectuer
le haut-commissaire, M. Poul Har-
tling en Asie, en Amérique, en
Europe et dans le Golfe.

Les Américains ont fait savoir a
M. Hartling qu'ils se montreraient
généreux. Le nouveau vice-prési-

dent, M. Bush, I'a confirmé il y a
quelques jours @ Washington, ol se
trouvait le haut-commissaire. Il
est & prévoir également que les
pays de I'OPEP accorderont une
aide substantielle aux Etats afri-
cains, preuve a déja été faite de la
générosité des pays du Golfe a
I'égard du continent africain.
Quant a I'Europe, et en particu-
lier les anciennes puissances colo-
niales, elle ne pourra étre absente
des grands donateurs, ayant aussi

‘une certaine responsabilité dans le

« mal-étre » africain.

Mireille Lemaresquier
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Marec 500
Algérie 52000
Egypie 5000
Nigéria 110000
Sénigal 5000
Sowd 490 000
Ghann 200
Rép. contrafricaine 7000
C 266000
Ouganda 112400
Gab 30000
Zaive 488000

Source : gouvernements des pays d'accueil.

* Les chiffres ci-dessus ne concernent gue les réfugiés immatriculés

et supt par conséquent incomplets.

Il n'a pas été tenu compte des réfugiés rapatriés, bien qu'ils regoivent
une aide internationale pour assurer leur réadaptation initiale.
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[. - L'évolution du cadre
institutionnel
1987 : premier grand pro-

gramme d'assistance internatio-
nale en faveur des réfugiés afri-
cains ; il concerne les 200 000 Al-
gériens qui se réfugient au Maroc
et en Tunisie.

1963 : création de I'Organisa-
tionde I'unité africaine dont la
préoccupation essentielle se ré-
véle étre les réfugiés.

1964 : Le Conseil dés minis-
tres de I'OUA crée une commis-
sion spéciale pour les réfugiés et
élabore un certain nombre de
« principe directeurs ».

1967 : Conférence de 'OUA
sur les aspects juridiques, écono-
miques et sociaux des problémes
des réfugiés africains,

— Adoption de la Convention
de I'OUA sur les réfugiés.

— Accord prévoyant une colla-
horation étroite entre l'OUA et le

HCR, ainsi que des consultations
réguliéres.

— Création du Bureau pour le
placement et l'éducation des ré-
fugiés africains (BPERA).

1979 : Conférence panafri-
caine sur les réfugiés a Arusha
sous 1'égide de ’OUA et du HCR.

II. - Les dépenses 4 prévoir :

1) Aide d'urgence :

~ 69211 200 dollars pour four-
nir des vivres et des abris entre
autres choses afin d'assurer la
simple survie i des réfugiés qui
sont arrivés en trés grand nombre
ces derniéres semaines. De nou-
veaux besoins liés au secours
d’urgence surgissent chaque jour.
Le HCR s'emploie a les préciser
avant la Conférence de Genéve.
En attendant, I'organisation uti-
lise les ressources du Fonds
extraordinaire dont il dispose
pour faire face aux situations
d’urgence.

Du programme de 1957 a la conférence de 1981

2) — Assistance supplémen-
taire directe en faveur des
réfugiés :

Elle est demandée par les
gouvernements intéressés:
425 257 477 dollars, la majeure
partie de cette somme se rappor-
tant a I'éducation, I'hygiéne, le
développement agricole, 1'héber-
gement, la protection sociale, la
construction, les véhicules et les
transports.

3) — Assistance directe sup-
plémentaire en faveur des ra-
patriés, qu'ont demandé les gou-
vernements : 85 922 555 dollars
pour le développement agricole,
les vivres, les articles & usage
domestique, |'éducation, les
abris, la santé et |'hygiéne.

4) - Les projets d’appui,
infrastructurel proposés par les
gouvernements, concernant la

charge que fait peser sur leurs
ressources nationales la présence
de trés nombreux réfugiés:
312 735 560 dollars.

5) — Le coiit des programmes
approuvés en cours d’exécu-
tion :

260 853 500 dollars pour
1981. 1l s'agit de programmes
exécutés par le HCR et d'autres
organismes tels que le PAM (Pro-
gramme alimentaire mondial) et
le FISE (Fonds des Nations unies
pour 1'enfance). Ces derniers ont
mis en route ces programmes en
ayant recours aux contributions
déja versées.

Cependant le HCR, sur ce total
de 1 153 980 282 dollars, pré-
cise que certains secteurs sont
plus urgents que d'autres
et qu'une somme de
450 000 000 dollars est néces-
saire pour faire face aux besoing
prioritaires.



3. La situation en Afrique australe...’

La Conférence de Genéve sur les réfugiés

Dernier volet de notre triptyque, I'état des besoins
en Afrique australe et centrale, ou les incursions des
troupes de I’'Afrique du Sud, le transfert des réfugiés
d’une zone a l’'autre, la famine ou la surpopulation
combinent leurs effets difféeremment selon les pays
pour aggraver la situation des réfugiés et rapatriés.

Zimbabwe

Demande d’assistance :
8 824 000 dollars.

Aprés la signature des accords
de Lancaster House a la fin 1979,
les organisations internationales
ont entrepris le rapatriement des
Zimbabwéens. Le gouvernement
doit se trouver ainsi confronté a
des impératifs en matiére de réins-
tallation et de réadaptation. Ainsi,
sa politigue en matiére de réfugiés
commence seu]ement & prendre
forme.

Le retour des réfugxes zimbab-
wéens {250 000 avaient quitté le

pays pendant la guerre) représente
donc une charge trés lourde pour
I’économie du pays, notamment en
matiére de santé et d'éducation.
On estime ainsi gu'il manque
36 000 places dans les établisse-
ments d’ enselgnement 17 000 en-
fants {de 6 a 20 ans) sont revenus
du Mozambique et de Zambie;
accueillis dans les missions, ils
attendent d’étre admis dans des
écoles primaires ou secondaires”.
Une aide de 'UNESCO, de I'orga-
nisation danoise People to People,

de la Fédération luthérienne mon-

diale devrait couvrir ces projets.
La Conférence des pays dona-

teurs qui vient de se tenir au.

Zimbabwe reprend une partie de
'assistance demandée. Ce que Sa-
lisbury attend donc de la Confé-

rence de Genéve, c’est’surtout une
assistance dans le domaine de
I'infrastructure : les routes, l'ap-
provisionnement en eau et l'agri
culture.

*Le Zimbabwe a élaboré un important
programme en faveur des handicapés. Un
premier groupe de quelque 10 000 mutilés
de guerre devrait bénéficier de centres de
formation professionnelle.
850 000 dollars pour couvrir les frais de
fonctionnement pendant un an.

‘Zambie

Réfugiés : 36 000 {Angolais, Sud-
Africains, Namibiens et Zairois).
Demande d'assistance :
5 716 200 dollars.

Bien que l'extraetion du cuivre
soit la principale ressource du
pays, 70 % de la population vit de
I’agriculture. Or I'insuffisance de
pluies a engendré une grave pénu-
rie de mais qui est la principale
culture vivridre du pays.

A de rares exceptions prés, tous
lés réfugiés vivant en Zambie ont
besoin d’étre aidés avant de pou-
voir subvenir eux-mémes a leurs
besoins. Le gouvernement propose
donc une série de projets généra-
teurs de revenus ainsi qu’un pro-
gramme de formation en . cours

d’emploi. Il faut également la aussi :

des médicaments, des stocks de
denrées alimentaires et une infra-
structure de base.

It faudra _
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Les réfugiés zimbabwéens rentrant du Mozambique.

Lesotho

Réfugiés : 10 000.
Demande d'assistance :
3 136 367 dollars.

L’un des pays les moins avancés,
le Lesotho est plus que les autres
tributaire des circonstances exté-
rieures, les envois de fonds de ses
ressortissants travaillant en
Afrique du Sud constituant une
part importante du produit natio-
nal brut. Il faut donc « maximiser
la création d’emplois » sur place de
fagon & absorber la main-d’euvre
nouvelle et réintégrer un grand
nombre de travailleurs migrants.
La plupart des réfugiés sont des
étudiants. On enregistre chague
mois 'arrivée de 50 réfugiés
d’Afrique du Sud. La plupart de
ces réfugiés vivent a Maseru prés
de la frontiére sud-africaine. Ils
recoivent de I’aide d’urgence accor-
dée par 'ONU aux étudiants réfu-
giés sud-afericains. L'aide que de-
mande i la communauté interna-

tionale le Lesotho pour les
10 000 réfugiés s’étale sur -trois
ans et porte sur l'autosuffisance
afin de créer de petites entrepnses
pour les réfugiés.

Swaziland

Réfugiés : 6 000 (Sud-Africains).
Demande d’'assistance :
3 952 600 dollars.

L’afflux massif de réfuglés
d’Afrique du Sud au Swaziland ne
s’est pas ralenti, avec une arrivée
de 50 personnes en moyenne
chaque mois. 5 000 réfugiés rési-
dent dans la zone rurale de Ndze-
vane au sud-est du pays. L'aide qui
leur est fournie provient d’organi-
sations bénévoles, internationales
ou nationales. Les réfugiés bénéfi-
cient d'un programme d’intégra-
tion économique et social dans ce
pays qui vient d’enregistrer de

grande progrés éconcmiques. Ce-
o

pendant le Swaziland faisant valoir
que les installations actuelles sont

bien insuffisantes, demande la
création d'un centre d’accueil pour
les nouveaux arrivés, et des écoles
(la moitié seulement des enfants
swazis vont a 1'école).

Botswana

'Réfugiés : 3 400. Mais selon le
HCR, 30 Namibiens arriveraient
chaque mois.
Demande d'assistance:
1 035 900 dollars.
~ Le Botswana a accueilli
23 000 réfugiés zimbabwéens gui
ont regagné leur pays en 1980. Il
utilise actuellement les installa-
tions ayant servi & Dukwe pour les
réfugiés ruraux et urbains pour
lesquels aucune solution durable
n'a pu étre trouvée. L'aide &
1’éducation pour les étudiants réfu-
giés d'Afrique australe reste prio-
. ritaire. C'est sur ce point que le
Botswana lance donc un appel a la
communauté internationale.



... €t centrale
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Zaire
Réfugiés : 400 000 (surtout Ango-
lais et Ougandais),
Demande d’assistance :
95 872 200 dollars. ’

Un des plus vastes'du continent,
il est aussi classé parmi les pays a
faible revenu. v

150 000 réfugiés ougandais sont
arrivés en octobre dernier, venant
ainsi 8’ajouter aux 215 000 Ango-
lais quj se trouvent dans le Bas-
Zaire, a Bandundu, Kinshasa et au
Shaba. Il y a également 1 800 Zam-
biens dans cette région, 11 000 Bu-
rundais et 22 000 Rwandais dans
la région du Kivu.

Le HCR a entrepris ces derniéres
années des projets d’ intégration et
de réinstallation en milieu rural
dans cette région du Kivu. Mais le
retour de 150 000 Zairois d’ Angola
et de Zambie a aggravé les problé-
mes économigues du Zaire. Ce sont
les régions du Bas-Zaire et du
Haut-Zaire ol arrivent les réfugiés
d’Angola et d’Ouganda qui sont le
plus durement affectées.

Il faut donc une assistance ur-
gente : aliments de base, médica-
ments, couvertures, etc. Mais il est
nécessaire de transférer ces réfu-
giés hors de la zone frontaliére
pauvre en terres. Pour héberger les
nouveaux réfugiés, le gouverne-
ment zairois demande la remise en
état de dix centres d’accueil. Il est
impératif de forer de nouveaux
puits et de construire des pistes
d’accés. L'éducation, la santé et
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I'hygiéne constituent les autres
secteurs pour lesquels le gouverne-
ment demande une assistance.

Enfin, le Zaire envisage d’entre-
prendre un programme de distribu-
tion de terres, outils, etc., pour
13 000 Angolais se trouvant dans
le Bas-Zaire.

Angola

Réfugiés : 73 000 (18 000 Zairois,
50 000 Namibiens, 5 000 Sud-Afri-
cains).

Retour d’Angolais : 100 000 de-
puis 1979.

Demande d’assistance :
28 042 500 dollars.

Il s'agit de l'installation des
réfugiés zairois, namibiens et sud-
africains : approvisionnement en
eau et éducation surtout. Le gou-
vernement propose la construction
d'un centre communautaire des-
tiné aux Namibiens et d'un centre
de transit a Luanda pour les Sud-
Africains. Concernant les rapatriés
angolais, les autorités souhaitent
la mise en ceuvre d’'un programme
de développement communautaire
intégré dans les provinces de Uige,
de Zaire, de Luanda, de Moxico et
de Cabinda.

Les autorités angolaises deman-
dent donc 13,2 millions de dollars
pour les réfugiés et 14,8 millions
de dollars pour les rapatriés.

Rwanda

Réfugiés : 10 150 (Burundais et
Ougandais).

Demande d'assistance :
10 494 523 dollars.

L’importance de la population
par rapport a la superficie explique
les grands problémes économiques
du Rwanda. C’est I'un des pays le
moins -avancés, le plus durément
touchés : sous-alimentation, mor-
talité infantile élevée. L'accueil des
réfugiés pése la aussi trés lourd sur
'économie nationale. Mais avec

des ‘fonds suffisants, le Rwanda

pourrait cultiver une terre fertile
dans un pays ol I’agriculture oc-

cupe 90 % de la population active.’

Quelque 7 000 réfugiés vivent
dans des zones ou les variations
climatiques sont tres fortes. Il faut
donc leur donner des conditions

d'existence viable avec des’distri-

butions de céréales, de vétements,
de couvertures et d’outils agrico-
les. Mais il faudrait également
construire des centres de transit
dans la région de Kigali et a
Mutara, non loin de la frontiére
ougandaise ou les réfugiés vivant
en zone rurale sont le plus nom-
breux. Il faut des écoles, un centre
agro-vétérinaire des écoles rurales
et répondre également aux besoins
de santé.

Congo

Réfugiés : dizaines de milliers
d'origine diverses dont 1500 en
zone urbaine.
Demande d'assistance:
5 050 000 dollars.

Aucun organe administratif de
I’Etat n’est chargé de I'aide aux

réfugiés. Le gouvernement propose
la construction d’un centre de
résidence et de transit et la créa-
tion de coopératives pour les réfu-
giés ruraux d’Angola et du Zaire.

Cameroun

Réfugiés : 266 000 .(en majorité
Tchadiens). .

Demande d’assistance :
77 701 660 dollars:

Depuig 1979, les réfugiés du.

Techad arrivent réguliérement dans
le nord du pays. Ils se sont
concentrés dans la région de Kous-
seri et a sa périphérie, multipliant

"par plus de onze la population qui

était de 10 000 habitants. Les nou-
velles arrivées ont fait passer de
0,5 million de dollars les dépenses
prévues par le HCR a.8,8 millions
de dollars.

La “croissance - économique du
Cameroun s’est nettement ralentie
depuis quelques années, et |'arri-
vée massive de Tchadiens d’origine
urbaine explique les demandes
gouvernementales. Ainsi, la cons-
truction et 'équipement de douze
centres de santé, la construction de
routes, d’entrepdts, de marchés
ruraux, de lycées, 1'extension de
I'université, la construction de
centres de formation profession-
nelle, etc. Tout ceci n'étant pas
destiné qu'aux réfugiés tchadiens
mais aux Namibiens, aux Centra-
fricains et & quelque 20 000 réfu-
giés de Guinée équatoriale. Les
programmes que propose le gou-
vernement camerounais ont

‘I'avantage

‘étre axés sur le déve-
loppement du centre du pays.

Burundi

Réfugiés :, 234 590 (pour la plu-
part Rwandais).’

Demande d'assistance :
70 552 088 dallars.

* Etant donné la situation pré-
caire du Burundi, la présence de
réfugiés qui requiérent upe assis-
tance péeg trés lourd sur les faibles
ressources du pays. Ces problémes
ont pris une nouvelle ampleur avec
le retour au pays de 100 000 Bu-
rundais.

RCA

Réfugiés : 6 500 (Tchadiens).
Demande d’assistance :
3 582 100 dollars.

Le gouvernement a dé
cidé d'installer un certain nombre
de réfugiés tchadiens vivant actuel-
lement & Bangui dans un ancien
domaine d'Etat prés de la capitale
mais il faut une école et un
dispensaire. Programme également
de culture du coton qui sera exé-
cuté par 'ACADOP (Agence cen-
trafricaine de développement de
'Ouham Pendé) et la SOCADA
(Société centrafricaine de dévelop-
pement agricole). Cette aide de-
mandée en faveur des réfugiés
g'insére dans le cadre des plans
socio-économiques du pays: coit
de I'opération : 72 millions de dol-
lars, -



GIORNI 9 e 10 aprile
é tenuta a Ginevra
ferenza internaziona-
issistenza ai pmfughi
in molti Paesi dell’A-
nvocata dal Segreta-
rale delle Nazioni U-
tro richiesta dell’As-
. generale. :
ivi della conferenza,
ite sollecitata  dagli
embri dell’OUA (Or-
rione  Unita Africa-
hiamare |'attenzione
nunitad mondiale sulla
lle numerose persone,
alenza donne e bam-
strette a rifugiarsi nei
nfinanti per sfuggire
secuzioni, alla guerra
olenze dei contlitti in-
bali o religiosi;
yvare risorse aggiun-
i programmi di assi-
i rifugiati africani;
atare | Paesi ospitanti
scarsita di risorse e
imentali infrastruttu-
sono in grado di assi-
n alto numero di per-
ive di tutto. .
azioni Unite cercanodi
are la protezione inter-
le dei rifugiati, sulla
'lle convenzioni inter-
i, con un'apposita or-
zione, JHCR (Al
ssariato  Rifugiati),
dall' Assemblea gene-
1 1950. La sola prote-
ternazionale non é pe-
tante: occorre anche
dere all’assistenza
ale cercando di arri-
1 una soluzione defini-
problemideirifugiati:
ndoli ad installarsi nel
zhe per primo li ha ac-
avviandoli verso altri
lisposti a dare loro asilo

. ancora facilitando il
npatrio volontario una
sessati 1 motivi ghe li
costretti a sfuggire ol-
ntiera, .

vfrica. i profughi pro-
10 nella maggior parte
ie rurali. La loro siste-
e nei Paesi vicini incul
10 asilo avviene general-
creando nuove comu-
wrali o rafforzando le in-

frastrutture della regione in
cui si trovano in modu che pos-
sano integrarsi senza difficol-
td con la popolazione locale.
Pud quindi rendersi necessa-
riv costruire strade, pouti,
scuale, dispensuri e, assieme,
fornire assistenza e strumenti
teenici per lo sviluppo di atti-
vita produtlive: nell’agricol-
wra, nell’allevamento, nella
pesca, nell’artigianalo.
A questi bisogni I'HCR
provvede avvalendosi della
collaborazione di altre orga-
nizzazioni delle Nazioni Uni-
te: la FAO per l'agricoltura, I’
OMS per la sanita, 'UNESCO
per |'educazione, 'UNICEF
er la protezione dei banbini,
il BIT per la tormazione pro-
fessionale e il PNUD per i
programmi di sviluppo, L'as-
sistenza alimentare ai rifu-
giati fino al momento in cui
non si sono resi autosuflicien-
ti, & curala in particolare dal
PAM (Programina Alimen-
tare Mondiale della FAO);
negli ultimi anni quasi tutta I’
assistenza alimentare, nell
ambito del relalivo program-
ma delle N.U., ai rifugiati a-
fricani ¢ stata assicurata da
questa organizzazione sulle
cui spalle gravano ancheisoc-
corsi alimentari d'urgenza

. nelle zone in cui calamita na-

. turali provocano situaziot di
diffusa penuria di alimenti.
Va detto che, fuori delle Na-
zioni Unite, altre organizza-
zioni, governative e non, con-
tribuiscono alla raccolta ed al-
la distribuzione di aiuti.

Con tutto cio siamo sempre
al di sotto del necessario an-
che perché il numero dei rifu-
giati in Africa continua ad
aumentare. Altualinente i
profughi sparsi nel 1nondo, di
cui si occupa 'HCR, sono piu
di 10 milioni. In Africa crano
stimati in 750 mila nel 1970,
Nel 1980 il loro numero ¢ salito
a 5 milioni; la meta dei rifu-
giati, nell'inquieto mondo d’
oggi, équindi africana. Forse,
sonv anche piu della meta: si
ritiene infatti che molti rifu-

L'C.YU e la protezione internaziondle dei rifugiati

Sono 5 milioni

profughi in Afri
Quattro milioni si trovano in diciotto paesi a sud del Sahara

noti, quasi tutti, per la loro poverta, per le ricorrenti
crisi alimentari, per la degradazione ambientale
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jati sfuggano ai controlli. Nel
gudim, ad esempio, sidice che
accanto ai 490 mila rifugiati
registrati ve ne siano altret-
tanti non controllati. I somali
fuggiti dall’Ogaden per rilu-
giarsi in Somalia sono, secon-
do I'HCR., 1.540.00 pare pero
che altre centinaia ti)l migliaia
abbiano trovato asilu presso
parenti 0 amici stuggendo alla
registrazione,

i questi 5 milioni e piu di
rifugiati, almeno 4 milioni si
trovano in 18 Paesi a sud del
Sahara. noti, guasi tutti, per
la loro poverta, per le ricor-
renti crisi alimenlari e per la
progressiva degradazione
ambientale. E appunto tenen-
do conto di questa difficile si-
tuazione che é stata convoca-
ta la conterenza di Ginevra,
invitando a parteciparevi 131
Stati. Non tuttihanno aderito:
47, fra i quali tutdi i Paesi dell
Europa dell’Est, sono rimasti
assenti. )

Stando alle domande di
aiuti presentate dai governi
alricani direttamente coinvol-
ti nell’assistenza ai rifugiati
ed incapaci di farvi fronte con
le loro scarse risorse, i pro
gramnmi di aiuto approvati
dall' HCR e da allre organiz-

zazioni per un valore comples-
sivo di 260 milioni di dollari
non erano sufficienti. Per ri-
spondere a lutti i bisogni es-
senziali dei rifugiati africani
oceorreva trovare altri 890
milioni. )

Questa esigenza € stata
soddisfatta solo in parte: sono
stati infatti ricevuti impegni
pen un totale di 560 milioni di
dollari dei quali, pero, 136 mi-
lioni erano gia stati promessi
prima della conferenza. Gl
aiuti supplementari ammon-
tano quindi a 424 milioni di dol-
lari, compresi in essi gli aiuti
alimentari valutati equivalen:
tia 175 milioni.

La crisi economica nei
Puesi sviluppati non stimola
certamente ad una maggiore
generosita i governi di quei
Paesi che sono sempre rima-
sti molto sotto 'impegno as-
sunto da tempo di contribuire
con lo 0,7% del PIL allo svilup-
pu dei Paesi arretrati. Specie
ora quando, per di piu, giunge
notizia dagli Stati Uniti che
nella nuova aministrazione
Reagan <'e chi considera la
riduzione degli aiuti pubblici

ai Paesi in attesa continua di

sviluppo come una delle mi-

sure da prendere per favorire
la ripresa economica nazio-
nale.

Per I'lnternazionale socia-
lista, presieduta dail’'ex-pro-
fugo W. Brandt, la solidarieta
deve essere data a tutti i po
poli, in ogni continente, che
lottano per lindipendenza,
perla liberta o per non inorire
di lame.

Ma nel caso dei Paesi afri-
cani che abbisognano di aiuti
dall' Europa non dovrebbero
giungere loro solo le attesta-
zioni di solidarieta dei movi-
menti socialisti. 1l futuro dell’
Europa Occidentale si lega
sempre piu a quello dei Paesi
alricani e del Vicino Oriente.
In questi Pacsi la penetrazio-
ne, dicetta o indiretta, degli

¢

vanti, Ttaly
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Stati Uniti e dell’ URSS non ¢
priva di motivazioni- econo
miche: i controllo delle risur-
se naturall, accertate e poten
ziali, di cui I'Africa e il Vicino
Oriente dispongono significa
anche il contrullo, econoumico
e politico, dei Paesi dell'Fu
ropa Oceidentale, prividi mol-
te materie prime indispensa-
bili alla moderna societa in-
dustriale.

Finora la CEE non é riusci-
ta ad avviare il dialogo inter
regionule fra Nord ¢ Sud no-
nustante che sia 1 Paesi afri-
cani come quelli del Vicino O
riente abbiatio piu volte ma-
nilestato la loro volonta di u-
scire dalla soffocante stretta
delle due Grandi Pulenze.
Divisa all'interno tra coloro
che aflidano il loro futuro alla
benevolenza degli Stati Uniti,
altri che si barcamenanotra b’
URSS e gli Stati Uniti ¢ altn
ancora che sognano di potere
[are tultu da sol, la CKE non
ha ancora raggiuntu quell’et:
fettiva unita che e premessa
indispensabile per un tiadopo
mterregionate dal guale pos
sany  derivare  rapporti di
cooperazione stabill, utili allo
sviluppo di tutti i Paesi par-
lecipanti.

Per tutti gli europer occi
dentali.e giunto il momento di
prendere atlu che se i Paesi
arretrati non possoho asvere
pace e sviluppo finche man
vano di capitali ¢ dr tecnolo-
gie, cost I'Europa non pud a-
spirare ad un futuro tranquillo
lascrando ad altri il monopolio
delle risorse naturali di cut
manca e che stanno rarefa-
cendosi,




Afrikas flyktninger
pa verdenskonferanse

Det finnes i verden i dag vel 10
millioner flyktninger. Viet-
namesiske batflyktninger og
tiyktningeleire i Asia er blitt
bred internasjonal oppmerk-
sombhet til del. Hva f@rre vet,
er at annenhver flyktning i da-
gens verden finnes i Afrika —
“«, fem millioner. De har ikke

it de samme store overskrif-
ver i verdenspressen, og far
heller ikke den tilsvarende
skonomiske hjelp fra om-
verdenen. Ca. 100 kroner i in-
ternasjonal hjelp far en afri-
kansk flyktning i aret — andre
flyktningegrupper mer enn
det dobbelte. Flyktningene i
Afrika befinner seg stort sett i
land som er meget fattige, og
som pa ingen mate kan for-
ventes pa egen hand 4 kunne
bsere byrdene med tusenvis av

flyktninger innenfor sine
grenser.

Dag

Leraand

Dette er bakgrunnen for at
FNs heykommissariat for
flyktninger (UNHCR) 9.-10.
april arrangerer en inter-
nasjonal konferanse om Afri-
kas flyktningeproblem i Gene-
ve.. Det viktigste formalet
med konferansen er a reise
midler til hjelpearbeidet, men
samtidig 4 spre mer informa-
sjon om den afrikanske flykt-
ninge-tragedien.

Krig og terror

Arsakene til de mange flykt-
ningene i Afrika er mange: his-
toriske, politiske og natur-
messige. Kriger og politisk
despoti har fatt mange til 4
forlate hjem og eiendom. Ba-
re flere-fronts-krigen i Etiopia
har, kombinert med torke,
vaert arsak til narmere to
millioner flyktninger. De na
avsatte tyrannene Amin i
Uganda, Nguema i Ekvatori-
al-Guinea og Bokassa i Sen-
tralafrika fikk flere hundre tu-
sen til 4 flykte. Under frigjo-
ringskrigen i Zimbabwe flyk-
tet mér enn en million men-
nesker — til utlandet eller in-
nen landets grenser. Disse er
A for en stor del repatriert —

nnom et effektivt og vel-
iykket UNHCR-program. Ser-
Afrikas krigforing i Namibia
har fert-til at ca. 60 000 nami-
biere i dag bor i Angola, og
tallet eker for hver dag. Den-
ne listen kan gjeres lenger, og
vil bli lenger i ara som kom-
mer.

Naturmessige forhold har
ogsid drevet mange pd flukt.
Terke og sult har tvunget folk
til 4 4 flytte pad seg — et eks-
empel som enna sitter i min-
net, er toerkekatastrofen i Sa-
hel-beltet i Vest-Afrika.

Fattige land

Med fa unntak er de afrikans-
ke stater fattige land. Men det
er land som har apnet sine

En far kommer med sitt barn, som er for utsultet til i ga,

for 4 f4 mat og medisin i flyktningeleiren Sabaad i Soma-

lia. (UNICEF-foto via AP).

grenser for flyktninger — kan-
skje i langt mer genereost om-
fang enn hva en har vart vitne
til i andre deler av verden. Li-
kevel — det legges ikke skjul

‘it de mange flyktninger er
e.. oetydelig ekonomisk byrde
for vertslandene, og det blir
stadig oftere krevd at det in-
ternasjonale samfunn ma ba-
re en starre del av de ekono-
miske omkostningene.

Forespersler og henvendel-
ser fra afrikanske regjeringer
om internasjonal hjelp er bak-
grunnen for at FNs heykom-
missariat for flyktninger — le-
det av den tidligere danske
stats- og utenriksminister
Poul Hartling - torsdag og
fredag er vertskap for den for-
ste verdenskonferansen som
tar opp det afrikanske flykt.
ningeproblemet. Konferansen
blir arrangert i nart sam-
arbeid med Organisasjonen
for afrikansk enhet — OAU.

Konferansen

Om lag 80 land er invitert til
konferansen i Genéve, et halvt
hundre har meldt sin an-
komst. Norge er ett av dem.
De afrikanske statene har
giennom UNHCR bedt om ca.
seks milliarder kroner i hjelp,
men resultatet vil trolig bli et

godt stykke under denne mail-
settingen. De fleste land har
allerede gitt sine ekonomiske
tilsagn til FNs flyktningepro-
gram, og vil vare vanskelige
a overtale til 4 yte vesentlig
mer., Det er imidlertid ventet
at Norge vil gi noen millioner i
tillegg til hva som allerede er
avsatt til slike formal.

Pa konferansen vil det bli
lagt fram en rekke konkrete
prosjekter som det sokes fi.
nansiering til. Det er de afri-
kanske statene som har fore-
slatt prosjektene for UNHCR,
som i sin tur har plukket ut og
anbefalt noen.

Bistanden vil vere av tre
slag: Nedhjelp i form av mat,
tak over hodet, toy, sykepleie
etc. Videre hjelpearbeid av
mer langsiktgg,_art. og til sist

permanente lesninger — en-
te_n frivillig tilbakesending til
hjemlandet eller tilpasning
goin medborgere i tilfluktslgn-
et.

Afrikas Horn

Den ufattelige afrikanske
flyktningetragedien er av
sterst omfang pa det sikalte
Afrikas Horn, med landene
Etiopia, Sudan og Somalia —
hvor de to siste landene har
tatt i mot n&rmere to milli-
oner flyktninger fra det rak-
nende gamle etiopiske imperi-
um.

Eritreeres, somalieres og
flere andre folkegruppers
mangedrige krig mot Mengis-
tus Sovjet-stottede regime i
Etiopia har, kombinert med
omfattende toerke, sendt hund-
retusener av mennesker over
grensene til nabolandene. Ba-
re i Somalia finnes det i dag
mer enn halvannen million
flyktninger, i Sudan over en
halv million. 1 det lille landet
Djibouti er hver femte innbyg-
ger flyktning.

Situasjonen i Somalias
mange flyktningeleire var i
fjor ytterst kritisk, og bare det
mest omfattende nadhjelps-
program verden har sett, av-
verget sultekatastrofen.

Den siste store flyktninge-
stremmen var resultatet av
den mangedrige borgerkrigen
i Tsjad. Rundt arsskiftet krys-
set titusener grensene til na.
bolandene Nigeria, Sudan og
Kamerun.

Nye stremmer av ulykkeli-
ge mennesker vil fortsatt
komme. Flyktningene fra Na-
mibia og Ser-Afrika vokser
ikke minst i antall. For hver
dag som gar, tar nye namibie-
re tilflukt i nabolandet An-
gola. Ingen vet hvordan
framtida vil arte seg i Ser-
Afrika, men en mer omfat-
tende motstandskamp vil faere
til nye menneskelige trage-
dier — og nye flyktninge-
stremmer. I to dager skal ver-
den bli tvunget til & se Afrikas
flyktninger i eynene. Hvor
raskt vil de igjen bli glemt?

Arbeiderblader
(Norway)
8.4.81



| Mipea_Mefyhapoghata kotichepenuuju Ha OH 3u NoMow Ha Gerunume of Athpiko |
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® AHEBHO ABE HAJAAH AHIA I'H MHHYBAAT |

TPAHHIIUTE
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® APPHKAHCKHTE BETAAIIH JA COIMHYBAAT ITIOAOBH-
L HATA HA CHTE BETAAIIH BO CBETOT i J

xanckure 3eMmju, Cnopen MaTepuja-
JMTe KOH BIANMTE Ha 3eMjUTe ITO
JaBaaT a3ujl TH HMAaT MOXHECCHO
go mpencrojuara Crercka koHde-
pednuja Ha OH 3a momom Ha Ge-
ramure BO Adpuxa, 3a 3a0BOJIyBa

nop Ha BKYNMHATa MelYHapoaHa 3a-
ema.

JdumMeH3HH HA OPOOIEeMOT

IIpemusen ogroBop Ha mNparname-
TO KonKy Geramip mMa Bo Adpuka

ECKYNHHLN

Hajremuka e mono:kbGara Ha  Po-
ror Ha Adpuka. Bo Texor wa usmm
HATHTE Meceud CTOTHUA Hijatd jiy-
fe HMaar 0jA€HO BO BaKa i1peTOBa-
penure Joropu Bo Comammja, (Iudy
TH u Cyaas, nojeka MHOTY OJ HHB
HMaaT HajAeHO 3acoaHMIuTEe 3 BOH
oprauusupanure Hacenou. Bo Coma-
JMja BO Koja Gpojor Ha Oeraaiure
HMa ROCTHTHATO peYMCH HeBepojaT-
Ha Opojka ox 1.540.000 nmya, ceko}
4yeTBpTH € Gerazel, momeka Bo Lln
OyTu THe mnpercrasybaar 12 o1cTo
O BKyNHara NOMyJapHsanuja-

Hy Ha apyrure permoHH Ha KOH
THHEHTOT, nolomkbaTa He € 10x00pa.
I'paraickara BojHa Bo Yaa 1piichnmm
noseke on, 100.000 muua pa Sapaat
sacontHnuTe Bo KamepyHn, Harepuja
u CynaH, a KCTo TOJIKY JIyIe MuHa-
TaTa rog@Ha HMa u3berado >a Yrad
aa Bo 3amp. Oxn 1975 romuHa 10 ae-
Hec OpojoTr Ha Oeranuute BU Adpu-
Ka o 3roJieMyBaJl IO IpocedHa IHe-
BHa cranka oa 2.000 juua, waum 2,5
nany NOBeKe O CBETCKMOT MpPUCeK.

Tosap 3a CTONaHCTBOTO

IIpyunHy 33 BakBaTa nonoxba
c& nororemuor Opoj Oeraauu, HMa
MHOTY H THE, CE€, MpPel Ce, KOMIUIEK
oHH H OapaaT TeMeIHH H oeondart-
HH pellleHHja, NMOYHYBajKM o1 TepH
TOpHjanHata 10Aenda, KOMOHM|alHO
TO HACIEACTBO, PacHATa HETpesId-
BOCT Na ¢& no ¢$akropor Ha Cpol-
HOCTA, KOj He MOKe fa Oine 3aHe-
MapeH HMajKH MOpenBHa MIcka rpa-
HHI[HTE Ce BELUTAYKH CO3laBaHd H
3aTBOPaHH.

HeHaaejHOTO 3rojieMyBatbe  HA
6pojor Ha Oerangure Happid H Te-
JKOK TOBap HA HEPAa3BHEHHIC CTO-
HaHcTBa BO 3eMjuTe Bo Kou OGeran
nure ce cobupaar. Cpeacrsara co
KOH pacnonaraar, Opry ce suajlvea-
aT MoPagH HEeOMIOKHBOTO 3a10BONY-
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HamumaraTa JeneHmja Geie cre
AOK Ha He3anmaMTeH hopacT Ha Opo
Jor na Oeramuure Bo AdpuKa, raka
INTO JeHeC peuucy HeMa 3eMja. ua
0BOj KOHTHHEHT KOja He € moroje-
Ha co npodaemor Ha Xyfero Gesz. tar
KoBuHa. I'm HmMa okony mer muvo-
HH, [IAaBHO >KEHH H aeua, decro Gon
HH d raaguH. Ilerte mmwmonn ad-
PHKAHCKH Oeranuu ja YHHAT = IeHec
udoBHHATA O BKYNHHOT Opoj Oe-
Tanlp HA CBETOT M HHBHHOT Gpoj oa
1975 rommua ce 3roleMyBa Co mpo-
cevHa fHeBHa cranka ox 2,000 mma
Hnu 2,5 paTH noBeKe OJ CBETCKHOT
HPOCEK KOj M3HecyBa HeKaJe OKOTy
800 nmyma. Hekou nob6pH nosmaBaun
Ha curyauujata Bo AdpHka. cmera-
AT [IeKa OBHe NMOJATOUH C€ MMOoVIHe
CKPOMHH g NeKa BUCTHHCKHTE 3po]
KH .ce 3HauynTeJaHO noroinewmu. Taxa,
ce BepyBa neka Bo Cyman nwa 0a-
PeéM HCTO TONKY ,HierajiHy emH-
IpaHTH" KONKYy H obummjanvo vpe
rHcTpHpann  Oeramun  (490.000), a
CIIHYHA e MNojo>kbata y BO Comann-
ja (1.540.000 veructpupamm deran.
nH).

Mefynapoanata 3aelHdua OJIo-
BOpHY Ha OBaa Hajrolema CoOBpeMeHa
YOBEYKA KpPH3a CO OXHBOT3OPVBA-
e Ha MPUHILHIIOT Ha KOJEKTHBHA
MefyHaponHa OOrOBOPHOCT. 'edepan
Horto ocoGpanne Ha ObenuHerdare Ha
uHM, Ha 25 oktoMBpH 1980 rommia,
YyCBOY pe30NylHja 00 KOja IIOBHKY-
Ba Ha OoOp)KyBaibeé Ha egHa MelyHa-
ponna xoHdepenuuja ga OH 3a no
MO Ha Oeramuure o Adpuka. [No-
JMTAYKHOT HOTTHK € ROjAeH oa CTpa
Ha Ha Oprasusapujata Ha -adpwu
KaHCKOTO ENUHCTBO KOja HedaneiHo
ce Hajme Bo monokGa 6e3 mpecenan
Kako BO KBAHTHTATHUBHA TaKa W BO
KBamaraTuBHa cmucia. OcHoBHuTE
meTH Ha KOHQEpeHuHjaTa wmro xe
ce oapxku Bo KeHeBa Ha 9 i 10 an-
PwI rofxHaBa, Ke OHIaT XA Oe CBp-
TH BHHMAHUETO Ha.CBETCKaTa jaB-
HooT kOH Geraniure Bo Adpuxa, na
ce MOOHIU3HpAaT [OOBONHOC Cpel-
CTBa H Ja MM Ce INOMOTHE Ha 3eMju
re 1rro MM mpudakaar Gerangure.

TemrkoTH Ha 3eMjure
»ROMAKHHA"Y

HaBamero 3acoiHmure Ha Oerad
fIMTe TemKo TH ouroBapyBa adpu.

the Ha NoTpefdYe HMa Geraduute Ha

0BOj KOHTHHEHT Ke Gupar norped-
vy 1,15 mommjapay ponapu. Bunejku
Bucoknor komecap Ha OH 3a Geran
uH u npyrH arednuu Ha OH wuniaar
on00peHo mporpaMu 3a adpurarcKn

Te Oeranuu BO BpemHocT Onx 1609
MHJIHOHM TONapH, Toa 3Hauy XeKa
NOCTOH NOTpeGa O  JOMOMHATENHM
890 mummoHu nonapH, 3a N3 MOKe
HanojaHo na Oumar 3aMoBONEIN DOT
pebute Ha norosemmor 6poj Gerax
M Ha 0BOj KoHTHiteHT. To0a, Bo MC-

TO BpeMe, 3HayH JeKa nupodneMor

Ha adpukanckure OGeranmm, nopa.
Au cBOjoT oGeM, Moxe na Oume pe-

WeH €IHHCTBEHO CO MCHHH‘II{H Ha- -

€ HCBO3MOXKHO Jia ce pale. Bianure
Ha aQpUKAHCKHUTE 3eMjH HMaaT HOC
TaBeHoO NOJATONH -N0  Bucokuor ko
mecap Ha OH co Spojor ua odu-
LMjaqHO pPETHCTPpHPAaHHTe Oerannu
Ha HUBHWUTE TEPHTOPUA, BP3 OCHO-
Ba Ha KOu e u3paGoreHa enHa Kap-
Ta, g BKYNHHOT Opoj HA nHua BOH
CBOHMTE TAaTKOBHHH IO MpOLEMI He-
Kafe HAa okoixy 5 mummond. HoGpnre

[o3HaBauYd Ha noaoxkbara cmeaar,
MefyToa, Iexka oroj Gpoj e amauym--

Tento nororeM. HenosnHatu ce ¥ mo
JaTouHTe 3a GeranuuTe od JyxkHa
Adpuka, KakKO H 32 JHIJaTa KOU Y
HATYIITHE CBOUTE OTHMINTA BO Te-
KOT Ha ocnoGoaurenHure GopGH 3a
Ia noOBeKe. He Ce BpaTaT Ha HHB.

Bale¢ Ha HTHUTE TIOTpeOH, -IBO3MO-
JKyBale Ha HOBHTe OerajuM ja mpe
KHBOGAT, MECTO Ia GHIaT HHBeCcTHPa
HH BO IlOJ'II‘OpO‘IHH peu_lexm]a KOH
6u uM momornane na Germansrte aa
oCTBapaT €KOHOMCKa HE3aBHCHOCT.

Bo HEKOH AGAOBH Ha AdpHka aOBEACHO €
PO npamalee AYpH # 3aAOBOAYBAMETO Ha Haj
OCHOBHHTE nOTPeGH fia Gerasuure Ha upH

mep Ha Poror Ha Adp KaaAe Oara

' BO OAABAHHM ACAOBH ce Haofa Ha paGur na

karacTpodd, M camara XyMaHUTapHa ROMOuUl

‘uec-ro e RenapecHa. HeaocTnr na ropmpo 32

TPAHCTIOPT AONHEee Ha OpeKyMopcKHre
OpaTKH, HEAOCTHr HA XpaHAa Cylm onacHOCT
OA ennaeMHH BO mnpeHaceAeHHTe HeXHTARHCKY
AOTOPH NpPecTaBYBAaT BHCTUHCKA OnaCHOCT 38
ONCT3HOK. _HA. MOBEKE CTOTHHR HAJAAR syfe

Keanmup CMHUAEBCKH

BPOJ HA A®PHKAHCKH BETAJIIH
0 3EMIH (31.12.1980)

1. Mapoko (500)

2. Amkup (52.000}

3. Eruner (5.000)

4. Hurepuja (110.000)

S. Ceneran (5.000)

6. Cynan (490.000)

‘7. Fana (200)

8. lesrrpan. Adpuk. Pen, (7.000)
9. Kamepyn (266.000)

10. Yrauga (1112.400)

11. FabGon (30.000)

12. 3aup

14. Emeonuja (11.000)

. 15. Comamja (1.540.000)
16. Kenuja (3.500)
17. Pyanna (10.150)
18. Bypynna (234.399)
19, Tansanuia (140.000)
20. Anrona (73.000)
21. 3ambGaia (33.500)
22. MoaamGak (100)
23. Fousana (3.400)
24, Cpasuneny (10.000)
28. IMecoro (10.000)

HAITOMEHA:

\

TToaaTOonpTe Ha ManaBa ce
NOAATONHTE INTO BAAANTE HA 3€MjnTe Ha azHA MY
rM AocTaBHja Ha Bucormnor komecap Ha OH 32
6peraagure (YHXKP), HaBepacHirre S8pojku ce OA-
HecyBaaT HCKAYYHBO Ha odwuyijarHo perMcrpupa-
mute Geraany. He ce 3eMeHH NpeABHA ,HAEFAAHH-
Te AOCEACHHIH” H NMOBPATHHuMTE,

n

N\

(Y]

FS®seu

AQACHH CriopeA




In the same boat

The Economist

21.%.81

It is time ¢hat Alrica's rafugees received the world’s sympathy—and ald

The boat people of Indochina at least
had the good luck to be newsy. The
harrowing druma of their escape to free-
dom in decrepit craft captured the
worid's atiention and assured them of
imernational  help.  Africa’s rzfugees
have been less newsworthy, yet they are
far more numerdus: half the world’s
estimated 10m refugees are in Africa.
From the parched Horn of Africa to
sticky Angola, they wait i emergency
camps or wander without shelter or try
to make a new siart from notling in a
foreign country. The conference which
the Unised Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees [UNHCR) is organising in
Geneva next month hopes to do for
polvygiot miliions of Africans what an-
other UN conferance did for the boat
prople zlmost two years ago.

Even if the figure of Sm refugees is

exaggerated {perhaps by a guarter) by

the host countries, it is stil! appallingly
impressive. Yet it shows the instinctive
generosity of African countries. Rarely
are fugitives turned away, as many of the
boat people were in south sast Asia.

Africa has long had & refugee probiem
caus2d by drought and famine, but it was
the ending of colonialism that gave it a
new twist. Colonial frontiers often had
little relationship to triba! boundaries.
Minorities in a newly-independent state
often found themselves under the thumb
of bigger tribes. The quest for self-
determination, the watchword of liber-
ation movements across Africa, put fur-
ther strains on the old frontiers. But
drawing new frontiers after indepen-
dence would have crzated even worse
problems.

The  Organisation for African Unity
chose 1o retain all existing borders, but
Africans have not stopped fighting over

Algeria 52.000 — —
)
N
Nigeria 10,00C }’

Cameroon 266,000

Gabor 30,000 - ——
Zaire 400,000 —-
Angola 73,000

Where the refugees are

Numbe: of registered refugess
Over 1,000,000

100,000 tc 500,000

3 50,00C to 100,000
10,000 to 50.000

Host governmant estimates
of their registerec refugees
{Dacember, 1680}

Concentrations under 10.000 not shown

Sudan 490,000
Ethiopia 11,000
{27 Diibouti 42,000

R Somaia 1,540,000

Uganda 112,400
——{ 2 Rwanda 40,200
Burundi 234,800

Tanzana ¥40,000

£ Swaziand 10,000
2 [3Lesotho 10,000

them, and fighting bas resulted in more
refugees. Biafra, Katanga and Eritrea
Zave been secessionist battlegrounds.
Ethiopia and Somaliz are stil! at Jogger-
heads over therr desert boundary in the
Horn of Africe, a boundary that grew
out of Tialy’s turp-of-the-century deci-
sion to igmore iribal Yines and cede the
Ogzaden region to Ethiopia. Conflicts in
ihhe Western Szhara and tn Namibia have
similar roots.

In the 1979 an unpleasant new phe-
nomenon arose. The violation of human
rights by tvrannical post-indepsndence
leaders such as Jean Bokassa (Central
African Empire), Macias Nguema
(Equatorial Guinea) and Idi Amin
{Liganda) put hundreds of thousands of
people to flight. Power struggles be-
tween rival black leaders terrorised local
populations. The strains have increased
with the seizure of power by military
men in much of Africa. Conflicting east-
west inierests in Africa, defended by the
superpowers or by surrogates such as
France or Cuba, have influenced events.
Bu! the refugee upswing in Africa ap-
pears to be at least as much a product of
black power struggles as of ideological
conflict. o
. The results of such struggles are pitiful
to see. Somalia, a godforsaken land
pinned between desert and ocean near
the mouth of the Red Sea, vies with
Pakistan for the wreiched honour of

being the world’s most refugee-jJammed

to hit the Homn of Africa in 30 years.
They represent more than a third of
Somalia's population. Most are nomads
who have been driven out of Ethiopia’s
desolate Ogaden region by fierce fight-
ing between the Ethiopian and Somali
armies. Somalia, despite a no-hope
economy based on livestock, takes the
refugees because of their Somali tribal

background.

There are 30 camps in three dust-
choked areas of Somalia not far from the
Fsputed frontier—around Hargeise in
she north, Belet Cuen in the centre and
Gedo in the south. Some 90% of the
occupants are wommen and children.
When this correspondent visited the
camps last month, it was cear that,
despite the efforts of UN officers and
wesiern reiief organisanons, deliveries
of food were irregular znd insufficient.
Some officials said that 40% of the food
sent from Americe and western Europe
was being wavlaid within Somalia before
it reached the camps. The refugees,
zrouching in sparse shelters made of
twigs and cloth, said that they were
driven out of the Ogaden by Ethiopian
troops who killed the mep and the
animals. They appear 1o face a long stay
in the camps, which are becoming in-
creesingly desolate as shrubbery is up-
rooted for miles around for firewood or
hut-building.

Deep in the Ogaden on the Ethiopian
side there are more victims; fewer than

-~ et e e e Y

saw many children starving to death.
Professional medica! care does not exist,
The doctors and nurses from western
rehf;f Organisations who operate in So-
malia are absent from Degahabur, ap-
parently because Ethiopia’s Marxist re-
game is stil! worned by rebel rilitary
activities 2nd does not want westerners
in the area. i

Soviet-backed Ethiopia has generated
some 2m refugees. More than 400,000
Ethiopians bave fied 1o Sudan, mostly to
escape fighting in Eritrea where the
Ethiopiar army has at last raken the
measurs of inaependence fighters. An-
oth;r 42,000 bave encamped in tiny
Djibouti, the newly independent Red
Sea swatcier where one in every five

irhabizants is a refugee.

Sudan has probably the most generous
policy of asylum in Africa. Itis ready to
provide permanent settlements, where
possible, and has allowed in refugees
from Chad’s civil war and from Uganda,
where massacres still occur in the
countryside.

One of the busiest new refugee cen-
tres in Adrica is in the northern Camer-
oon border town of Keusseri, just across
the Chari river from Ndjamena, Chad’s
shattered capital. About a third of
Chad’s 2.6m refugees have crossed to
Kousseri, camping in endless rows of
small huts and tents provided by thé
UN. No one knows how jong they will
have stay in the camp, which has turned
imto a choking dust bowl. Epidemics
threaten. Uncertainty over the inten-
tions of Libya's Colonel Qaddafi to-

wands  Thad increases -refupee fears
ebout returning to Ndjamena. .
The refugee scene in Africa is not
Gretrievably grim. In Zimbabwe, the
UNHCR is wanding up zi operation that
has helped to repetiate or resetile the
bulk of Im people whose lves were
disrupteé during the revolutionary stug-
gle. But it is grim enowegh. Zaire remains
a vast refugee wey-siztion to which hun-
dreds of thousands of pemsecuted prople
have fled. In Angola, fugitives from
‘Namibia are straining an already weak
economy. An estimated 50,000 Nami-
bians have fled to Angola to escape the
fichting between South Africa and the
Namibian independence - movement
Swapc—a tenfold increase since 1978.
Those who keep & waich on the refu-
gee map ere worried aboutr southern
Africa. States bordering South Africa
bave so far received only a few thousand
refugees from the south, but if friction
between blacks and whites worsens, the
numbers could increase rapidly. Zim-
habwe has become avaiiable as a poten-
tial pew refuge: Namibia could also.
Keeping refugzes alive is costly. Black
states -have asked for $1.2 billion .in
special relief from next mont’s Geneva
conference, to which 80 donor countries
‘have been invited. If hatf this amount is
raised the conference will have done a
passable job. It will not be casy. The
UNHCR’s $500m budget is already fi-
nanced mainly by the leading western
countries (up to 30% by the United
‘States alone}. The west has few qualms
sbout helping the boat people, who were
fleeing from communism. It may feel
~less enthusiastic about pouring emergen-
¢y aid—even for humanitarian reasons—
into some of the Marxist-run African
countries that are appealing for it. The
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Notre monde a tous — Your world - my world - our world

Somalia’s Women Refugees

Uma Ram Nath
and Peter O’Neill

Floods, earthquakes, streams of
refugees, cyclones and drought all have
their devastating impact on those who
can least cope — the poor, the marginal
farmer, the pastoral tribes. The people
of the rich industnalised nations of the
world respond readily with aid in various
forms. But “aid for the day™ is a cruel ge-
sture if those receiving it cannot also
plan to rebuild their lives. Somalia has

<) ) -
some 700,000 refugees, mainly women

* and cl?ﬁ?l'r?ﬁﬁ\mongst long-term proj-
ects involving partnership between for-
eign aid agencies, the Somali govern-
ment and the refugees themselves, has
sprung a new “multiplier” force that is
important not just because it is self-help
but because it shows how the real burd-
en of disaster is the long process of rebu-
ilding shattered lives. Only the victim
can do that, no matter how much help
comes from outside.

Three hundred and fifty refugee
women, many of them in their late teens
have received speciat training to go back

to their refugee camps in Somalia to

start a long term, self-help programme
which could revolutionise the lives of
hundreds of thousands of refugee wom-
en and children. The three month train-
ing programme in the capital, Mogadis-

hu, was completed in October and the ~ This is particularly important for child-

women then began to return to their
camps. Their determination can be seen
not least from the fact that some are only
14 or 15, most are in their late teens or
early twenties, and some have children.
They represent a significant step away
from pure relief towards greater self-re-
liance. The project is a joint one invol-
ving the Somali government, the United
Nations’ High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, interdenominational church d~—

-
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opment groups from Germany, Swiss
development bodies, UNICEF, and the
UK children’s development organiza-
tion. Action Aid.

The scheme also gives the lie to much
current Western public opinion that ref-
ugees sit hopelessly waiting for handouts
from the generosity of the rich nations
and their citizens.

The majority of refugees in Somalia
are women and children because their
husbands are either dead, defending

Handouts or self-help.

homesteads or drafted to fight in guerril-
la or government armies. According to
recent reports refugee women and child-
ren were still arriving in Somalia from
neighbouring countries at the rate of so-
me 450 a day. Many had trekked on foot
for weeks, often travelling at night; so-
me had fallen foul of marauding bands
and there were people with gunshot
wounds and tale of napalm bumns, cattle
stolen, crops destroyed and homesteads
burnt down.

|

Turning Milk into Meals

An interesting element in their train-
ing has been how to turn donated food,
such as powdered milk, into palatable
meals with tradi;_ipgg_l_[ggiaLsal_s a base.

ren — when people see donations of
powdered milk for relief schemes from
their governments or from the EEC’s

powdered milk mountains too few think
about the end product.

Refugees live in huts that house four
1o five people and are usually made of a
basic stick framework, covered with
rush matting or polythene sheeting, so
some of them are working in wattle and

daub buildings or using empty shells in-
tended eventually for other uses. They—
cannot wait.

They have learnt to survive in camp
“economies” which no one really
understands. Basic food comes through
the relief supply network. Occasionally
camps are near small town centres and
some people not only manage to raise a
few scraggy chickens but to walk to the

Many will never see husbands or fat-
hers again. Facing reality means starting
a new life because handouts from others
can only be an interim solution.

New skills are needed to cope with the
frightening problems of camp life amidst
tens of thousands of others.

These young women will pass on their
skills to other women at the Day Care
Centres in some 20 camps. They will tea-

ch them, in their own way, about child
carc.-nutrition, hygiene and sanitation
and basic food preparation. The vol-
untary agencies have already allocated
materials for tailoring and clothes mend-
ing ~in 17 camps cloth has been distribu-
ted to groups and a mumber of sewing
machines are already in use.

But the work of these women at the

Dy '.Centres is to tackle problems such

rather than - ol SWisswork-
ers are 1 € process of beginnine cnn-

* struction work and the government has

~ been trying to make some building ma-
terial available. A West German church
consortium has a phase one plan of buil-
ding 690 units - simple affairs ~ but va-
rious financial and supply delays could
mean that the actual programme of star-
ting work on six a day may not begin un-
til the end of the year.
. But the momentum is there and most
Important of all. the refugee women are
at the heart of the operation. They have
everything to gain and nothing to lose -
that is a force for success that will be
hard to hold back. [ uns |




By Edward Girardet
Special correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor
Khartoum, Sudan

They live in crumbling mud-wall huts on
the edge of the city. Four or five refugee fam-
ilies often squeeze into a single shelter.

Children huddle on narrow cots or play
outside in the dust. Women plod through
household chores. The men are away fighting
with liberation groups in neighboring Ethio-
pia, or working . . . or looking for work.

““The real problem is to provide these peo-
ple with enough work to make them self-suffi-
cient and give them the feeling that they are
doing something useful.”

‘The real problem is to
provide these people with
enough work to make them
sélf-sufficient and give them
the feeling that they are
doing something useful.’

That comment, from a representative of
the Save the Children Fund, sums up the way
Sudan has gone about absorbing and
resettling the flood of refugees who have
poured in from neighboring countries.

The Sudanese approach stands in sharp
contrast to that of most other ‘‘first asylum”
nations. Usually such nations are eager to
move the refugees onward as fast as possible.
They are réluctant to accept responsibility for
finding themn permanent new homes.

But Sudan maintains one of the most ad-
vanced and liberal asylum policies in the
world. Nearly 500,000 refugees are huddled in
the country, most of them from Ethiopia. Oth-
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Sudan offers open door — but few jobs

-ers come from Uganda, Zaire, and Chad.

“We have always accepted refugees,”
says refugee commissioner Abdul Rahman
Bashir. ‘“We have never expelled a single ref-
ugee. This country, a poor country, is doing
its utmost to help the refugees and cope with
their difficulties. But the problem is beyond
Sudan’s capabilities.”’

Sudan, an arid agricultural nation, has
been absorbing multitudes of refugees for the
past 15 years. It has enough problems sup-
porting its own 17 million citizens, let alone
the newcomers. The country’s gross national
product per capita comes out to a meager $270
ayear, one of the world’s lowest.

Sudan’s predicament ‘‘is typical of many
African countries now harboring refugees or
drought victims,” a UNHCR official says. ‘It
can ill afford to absorb so many people on its
own. International assistance is indispens-
able.”

One camp, at Umgulya, roughly seven
hours’ hard drive from the Sudanese capital
of Khartoum, holds some 6,000 refugees.
Many of them fled Tigré Province in Ethiopia
in 1976. As part of the government’s rural set-
tlement program, families receive the equiv-
alent of two acres of land for planting millet.

Next year they will receive an additional
two acres. The refugees, who live in conical
reed huts, are also being encouraged to un-

- dertake other activities to raise money. The
Sudanese Council of Churches is helping
women produce woven handicrafts for sale
abroad, while the men seek seasonal agricul-
tural work. Some refugees have opened small
shopping stalls in the settlement to sell soft
drinks and basic items.

“But one can't expect business to start
thriving until money starts coming in from
the outside,"” says a relief official.

Last June, Sudan sponsored a three-day
conference in Khartoum to draw attention to
what the UNHCR considers a critical refugee
situation. But the government of President

-

Jaafar Nimeiry came away disappointed. Re-
presentatives from 27 governments and nu-
merous agencies and volunteer organizations
pledged less than half the $50 million Sudan
needs {o operate its refugee programs.

While lauding its humanitarian practices,
some relief officials feel nonetheless that the
government lacks a coherent refugee policy.
Sudanese officials counter that it is being dis-
criminated against because of the nature of
its refugee problems, not its programs.

“Our situation is definitely not as sensa-
tional as the ‘boat people’ in Indochina or the
refugees in Somalia,”’ Vice-President Abel
Alier told the Monitor. ‘‘Although our refu-
gees fail to make the headlines, we are faced
with an extremely serious problem. Our sup-

. port programs, despite UNHCR assistance,

have suffered.”

- Inthe wake of the governmental criticism,
however, the Khartoum administration ap
pears to have developed a more promising
policy than many of the other refugee-swollen
countries visited by this reporter.

Thailand, whose programs have attracted
the lion’s share of refugee aid, has no policy to
speak of other than pressuring the West to ab-
sorb its homeless by threatening to turn back

- asylum seekers. The same goes for Malaysia,

Indonesia, and Singapore. Unlike these coun-
tries, Sudan is at least trying to resettle them
locally ~ even though it has the space but not
the economy to do so.

Urban refugees loom as one of the most
serious of Sudan’s problems. Many of them
have settled in Khartoum, Port Sudan, and
Kassala, stirring social and economic unrest.
Less than one-fifth of the country’s refugees
will be resettled by the end of the year.

“Most refugees settle spontaneously in
towns, where they have to share medical fa-

cilities, education, water supplies, food, and

public transport with the local people,” says
Dr. Bashir. “In Sudan these services are not
even enough for our own nationals.”

Khartoum in particular has been strained
by the influx of some 70,000 refugees, primar-
ily Eritreans. Many of them are seeking asy-

lum in Western Europe and North America.

_ Streets literally teem with refugees. They
live in overcrowded, squalid conditions. Less
than 10 percent have jobs. Crime has risen,
and the inflation rate clips along at 50
percent. Refugees compete with locals for
employment and housing, fanning tensions.

The government is trying to establish
more settlements to get the refugees out of

_cities. To accommodate more urban-oriented

dwellers, for instance, several UN-assisted
settlements have been constructed near popu-
lated areas. Vocational training, employ-

Sudan maintains one of the
most advanced and liberal
asylum policies in the world.
Nearly 500,000 refugees are
huddied in the country,
most of them from Ethiopia.
Others come from Uganda,
Zaire, and Chad.

ment, and other resettlement services have
been set up in the main towns. The UNHCR is
also sponsoring a $1.5 million scholarship
fund for the 1980-81 year.

But the Sudanese authorities’ main goal is
to integrate the bulk of the refugees into the
local economy by creating more agricultural
and wage-earning settlements. Agricultural
encampments like Ungulya provide refugees
with small land plots and encourage them to
work as seasonal laborers. At other settle-
ments, refugees earn their own way by help-
ing out on highly developed farm projects.
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KOH®EPEHUNIA 3A AOPHKAHCKHTE
BETAAIIH BO JXEHEBA

MinHoHH Ge3 TarHoBMHA

® .ﬂer MHAHOHM ADPHKAHUM KOM I'H Hanyu.

TH|3 CBOMTE AOMOBH KHBEaT BO HajTelUKH ycao-

BA H HEAOCHA CKYAHOCT. — 3a NOKpHBake Ha

OCHOBHHTE NOTPEGH Ha OeraAlMTe HEAOCTHIAAT

HaA €AHa MHAHMjapAa AOAapH. — AneA 3a MOMOLI
AO ,COBECTA HR YOBEHMITBOTO"

Bo x HKenena, 9 anpun (Tanjyr)
KCHEBCKATA UANATA HA HALUMHTe jaeHec TOMHYBa -
nnexzr‘m MeI'YHApOAHA KoHbepeHNHja 3a mpobuemmTe HA n@um-
cRr Geramn. OBo] roaen cobup am kof Aocera ce npijamuja
-1 ICETTMHA JNeNETAllMH, MMA JBe OCHOBHW yema: 1) Jia - poeny-
A 8 no6poro HMHPOPMHPAHC WA CBETOT 3a cocroifaTa u mot-
peOHTe Ha Ner MHTHOMR AdpHKaHnH xon m BARVIIITHIA CBOHTe
JeMjU A Cera KHBEAT BO HajTelkH VYC/IOBH H [ENOCHA CKYAHOCT
H 2) HKa cobepe KONKY INTO € MOMHO NOBEKe cpencrsa aa na
MOXAT BIIAHTE H2 YHH TEPUTOPHH Ce Haofaar MTE — ATOA
NpeANMHO, ce 3emju BO paseo] — ma ce NO3aHAMABAAT CO pema-‘
BALETO HA -OCHOBHHTEe npolieMH Ha Geramiure. Tue BlIagH My
COONIITH|A HA BHCOKHOT Komecapujar Ha OH 3a Gerammm, nexa
32 UOKPUBAIETO Ha OCHOBHHTE MOTPeGM HM HeNOCTHTaay eana
MHnH§apaa H 300 maanosu FONADH 33 CACTHHTE HeTHPM HMH mer
TOOMHA, 32 Ka HM CO3AaZaT ma HTe YCIOBH 33 KOJNKY-TOa-
KY HOPMajeH >KHBOT,

Mo mnoeoa osaa KoHpepennja, OpravmsauHjate na adpu-
KaUCKOTO CAMHCTBO VTATH ANEX 10 ,COBECTA HA YOBEITBOTO" nma
WA ce mnomorHe Ha Geranumre Bo Adpuka. Kako nryo H3jaRn
MPTECTABHHKOT HA Taa opraumsauuja Tarep Owny, crryanajata
Ha adpukanckuTe Geramm e mommMe remxa. Hum MeryHapoHa-
Ta 3a€iHWIA Jl0Cera MM [aBalile IOMOLI, HO He AOBOJHA.

AdpuxaHckure 6cranu focera Gea NOMANTKY NOMaraHA on
GeramuATe BO ApyrHTe KpaHmTa Ha CBeror. BeraymMre Fa OPYTH-

Te¢ KONTHHEHYH Jocela mpiMaa MefyHAPOIHA NOMOM BO HaHoC
on okory 50 nonapm roauimo, a adpHramckare camo 22 Aolia-
PH N0 WOBEK.

Ha weno Ha MHOIY meaerausmu e Gumax MHHHCTPR R
MOMOIIHHIH MHHHCTPH. Bo paborata Ha xoudepennnjata Ke
VYECTBYVER K fleaeranuia wa Jyrocnasm|a,

OGennuernre Hanum e rIH MPETCTABYBA TI2HEPATANOYT CEK~
perap Kypr Banaxajm koj muepa nonarvea Bo JKetieoa.

Jyllands-Posten, Denmark

12.4.81

ﬂygtninge‘-konferencen:
Ingen hjelp fra
arabiske lande

Af Anne Mette Skipper,
Jyllands-Postens
korrespondent

Geneve, fredag

Den internationale hjzelp
til Afrikas fem millioner
flygtninge er pa vej. Kun
halvt igennem den store
flygtningekonference i Ge-
neve var der fredag morgen
givet tilsagn om bidrag pa
over 3,5 milliarder kroner.
Det belgb svarer til to ars
hjeelp til flygtninge i
Kampuchea, og det er halv-
delen af, hvad der er brug
fori Afrika.

C ~r konferencen hsenger
sk, _én af Israels tilstede-
veerelse og de arabiske lan-~
des trussel om udvandring.
Libyen boykctter konferen-
cen, og der ventes ikke bi-
drag fra OPEC-landene pa
grund af Israels deltagelse.

Mysteriet om, hvorfor Is-
rael blev inviteret trods
modstand fra den afrikanske
enhedsorganisation OAU,
blev delvist opklaret af den
libyske udenrigsminister pa
et pressemgde fredag.

— Invitationen til Israel er
USAs og de svrige vestlige

landes pris for at deltage i
denne konference, sagde
den libyske udenrigsmini-
ster.

— Deltagerlandene fik in-
vitationer i begyndelsen af
dette ar, men Israel blev
forst inviteret i anden runde
— sa sent som 1. april, forkla-
rede udenrigsministeren. Og
kun efter meget hirdt ame-
rikanske pres pa FNs gene-
ralsekretzer, Kurt Waldheim.

Fra anden side erfares, at
de invitationer, der gik ud i
sidste gjeblik, gik til lande
som: Monaco, Luxembourg,
Honduras, Laos samt Israel.

Af de tre parter bag konfe-
rencen, OAU, flygtningehgj-
kommisseren og FNs gene-
ralsekretaer, skal der fra af-
rikansk side vaere tilkende-
givet, at en invitation til Is-
rael matte vaere Waldheims
ansvar, og at israelsk tilste-
deveerelse kunne betyde, at
konferencen slet ikke blev
til noget. Indtil klokken fire
morgenen feor konferencens
abning torsdag var der sile-
des fare for aflysning.

Der var ellers habet pi
store bidrag fra OPEC-lan-
dene.



Two werks age e arrived
ki Ba'n Two

Om Tuesday mornir sl
10.45; ahwe dled In a by hul

Womenfolk gathered round
to buths the body, sz ia the
Moslem pubtom, wnd n the
withering hent of the after-
moonl she was burled beside
sevon obher ahildren who died

that day,

It was & hesrt-rencd
scene. and one which woul
inevitably b repesied every
day of fthis year in the M

refupes campe dotled sround
Bomalia

Sald Antt! Muurdoem, wha
lesves for Helsinkl shortly -
=1 go home & sad man E ]
has been my first Job In the
Neld—ang IUs all been a0 dis-
® inting, Sometimes 1 Teel
utieriy bhelplesa when 1 soe
the trusi and need in the oyes

THE Uniisd Nallofis con-

ference  apeciall called
yesterday to mobllise mas-
mive ald for sisrving

refagers bn Africa, started
with a wrangie.

Nearly 1 patlons sl down
&l the conferenre Lahle—bul
many of {he sibrich Arablan
Blates, including Sswdi Arabis,
were ool amang Lhem in T"-
tesl sl lsrmel's parielpation.
Anwllier nolable almeniee was
ihe Baviel Unlon,

Ther econlerence had been
eallsd im coapanse o a plea
b}' il!rjelu eouniries who t(eld
UN. Geaneral Secretary Kurt
Waldhelm that although more
ihan half (he world's refugees
were ln Africs, the comlinent
reecives enly a ihird of 1he
warlil's tolal reflmgee
LTINS

Presdentl Hlaks Sieveny ol

Wrangle starts
aid conference

that there sre now fvs
milllon refupers In Africa—
Nive limes more than in 1978
—I“I:E ko I-I"f cenl ﬂﬂu l-:
wimen, &

derly

el

“Lael ws Lackle thiz Inter-
aational probiem wilh afl our
rnergy.” be mid “There |a

oo Uime far blcke o ron-
ficl. ne llme for erenees”
Nritsln’s re ixtive, Mr

Neil Marten, Minister of State
3L ihe Fureign and Commen-
wealih Offies, sald that much
wl Ihe reforss arahless  bs

;ﬂﬂﬂ cam le help aBeviate Lhe
L —af1 .
- m hough obe can

Erow ol
partiolpating.”

e pledged am exirs £2-5%
million from Britasin oo tip
of the K61 millon already
promised. In additlon, Britain
will be giving £750,000 Lo (he
Bed Croas rellef scheme,

The American ambassader
s ihe UN, Mrm Jeane Kirk-

rlth ™
inlted Blsics sracld e ol o



U]}:D[ﬂltlu blistering sun in the
arid plains of Somalia, 84,000
starving refugees are harely
surviving at below subsistence
level in two makeshift *ecamps.”
They represent only a fractlon of
this Afrlean stote's estimated (wo
milllon refugees and nomadic tribes-
people tacing dlzeuse and death in the
worst famine Somalia has ever known,
Camps Bo'n One and Bo's Two
presgil a ogrim plelure of human misery
tud-iuﬂrrulu whirh eauses even axperi-
soedicil feld workera (o deapalr,
K W jungry Inhabitanis have Ulile
bogie By thi 1o thelr awful plight,
They have no elean drinking water
And Iwo-thirde of the vital food

mpplies destined for the campa are being
stalen en route.

PLEDGE

Thin woeok more than 200 pefugers—
moslly wvomen and ypoung children—aied
there, bringing the t-:-tuf loss of Ufe W
over 1,200 since the peginnlng of March.

Yerlerday at a speclal conference
called by the Unlied Nallons, the United
Bilales pledged £114 milion in ald ower
20 months for Africa's estimated nve
milfion refugesd, Britain pledeped an sxtm
£25 milllon on top of the £061 milllon
Liready promised. We will also be glving
aboud a fifth of the Common Market's
pledged total of £15-8 millon

st pear in Britain, according o (he
Pelfoods Manufacturers Amocielion, e
enl LATd million on feeding our peis
he averape diel of a refuges anywhere
in Africa s nutritionally inferior that
of @Taryr dag In Brian.

Only three doctars are avaflabls o
treat BLO00 people 8% the Bo's camps, and
disease 13 rife—because of the severs
malnutritlon affecting pracUeally every

suppiics
RESENTFUL

Finnish Red Cross worker Dy Antti
Muyugrdnen, who heads & team of wolun-
feer workers. 13 desply resentful of the
thefi of foodsigffa and other wital

" i : ~We need st milin AunALy Tefupees

tone aof food esch day Lo

keep  just 13000 people pateral | b ,
allve. Thal means gver 40 :"r..n &mui:n#::u!
tradl

top: a day o feed the

lnhabitants of thess fwo o Uhe north and wesl
!ml'ﬁ'
=HBut only 3 wng of food Uhat beiween 5000000 and one
miliineg

has reached me in the pan

mare
t=o works. And in the mean- iof starvation here

time, people are dying el

around e WATER

Dr Munrdnen paid he nesded
80,000 gzlicoy of water a day =We don
for the B4000 refugrees under

kir care. wheai, rhes

*We bad very long periods maime All
of droughi I the mx Lhese people s corn
months—and then alng &l mostl 1000 caloTies
exine sarly im April when the minimum

" Bul that gave us fwo addi- level iz 1500

Honal problems : The toads
became mpassable, snd the of crilling
river walsr iz now so polluted
that it i Isthal o drink L Theee Dal
And yet thai = what hess thures toll &
pecple are doing™ Bewikderesd
Offrially, Bomalls

|

has 14 mothers broughy their young

:
1
i
1

children Doclking around four
journalists wne vislted the
camps Uniy weel

A Bomall docior, Moham-
mpd Ihrahim, explained |
=They think & while man
is n docicr and can save
them. ™

Camp Mansger Anlmed
Awall ] !H'htu they
kee & wWhile face they believe
un!; he can help thein, Anld,

¥, that s perfectly true,
Wi In Somalla are Lotaliy
enable o help. We depend
talsly oo the outside world.”

What then, of the rampani
eormuption angd theft which
denying food Lo hundreds of
thoussnds of gtarving peopls 7

An E?Iilhmtn working mt
s Bomall sugar mfinery told
me ruefully : " I've sten lamge

of Hour on aale (o stores
in rural aresa. ‘They dont
oven ther to disgulse where
I comes from. You ean resd
on the back of dhe package,
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*A gifi from the e of the
Ul'll"liili Giates’ IlPIun tEnning.”

mm'nJ.nT thils  week,
Mdran died o

of ooe young gitl

la typlonl - Moryad was Lhrea
years old when Lthe sun rose
over the scrublsng on “Tusidn
marning Fale hed been crue
to her from the dny of her
birth (o the Osgmden o 16

BATTLE

Farmil AR U
| I'.1|:nu'¥thll ;p:l;.
They were cnught up W tha
war wing 'Tﬁl by
o Mﬂ:.ﬂ;ln the Boylat-
n
backed forces um Exndoplan

her mother was

year,
Flml during s gun buttle, and

ad took o the

dusly Lr wilh har falher
briIer,
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LA CONFERENZA INTERNAZIONALE DI GINEVYRA

Circa tremila miliardi dell’Italia
in favore dei profughi africani

NOSTRO SERVIZIO PARTICOLAPE
Ginevra, 10 aprile

La conferenza internazio-
nale per l'assistenza ai pro-
fughi in Africa ha pratica-
mente raggiunto gli obietti-
vi che si proponeva con i
due giorni di dibattito cui
hanno partecipato delega-
zioni di un’ottantina di Pae-
si, rappresentanti dell’orga-
nizzazione per l'unitad afri-
cana e dell’Alto Comitato
delle Nazioni Unite per i ri-
fugiati, Mentre questa sera
alcuni interventi continua-
vano a succedersi prima del-
la chiusura dei due giorni
di lavoro, gli impegni an-
nunciati dai vari governi
lasciavano ben sperare su
un ampio superamento di
quei cinquecento milioni di
dollari supplementari ne-
cessari per l’azione urgente
a favore di circa cinque mi-
Jioni di profughi del crnti-
riente nero, nei prossimi 18
mesi. -

Buone sono anche le pro-
spettive per i programmi &
pit lunga scadenza, quelli
dei prossimi 4-5 anni, che
comportano oneri finanziari
di circa un miliardo e 200
milioni di dollari.

Tutti gli interventi alla
conferenza — presieduta dal
<segretario generale del’ONU
Kurt Waldheim — sono sta-
ti imperniati sul tragico

prroblema delle popolazioni
africane costrette ad abban-
donare le loro terre a causa
di conflitti e di movimenti
di guerriglia. Si & detto che
rer ogni due profughi nel
mondo, uno e africano, un
abitante per ogni 80 del
continente € profugo. Qua-
si ovunque, le condizioni di
questa massa di fuggiaschi
sono disperate. Sfuggiti agli
eventi bellici, sono finiti in
Paesi che sono tra i piu po-
veri del mondo. Si sono ag-
gregati a popolazioni che
gia soffrono e muoiono per
conto loro per la fame, per
la siccita, per una miseria
congenita,

In molti discorsi ci si &
rammaricati per l’assenza
dell’'Unione Sovietica e dei
Paesi del’Est da questa
conferenza. Lo ha ricordato
l'ambasciatrice statunitense
Jeanne Kirpatrick, dopo
aver annunciato che il suo
Paese prevede-uno ‘gtanzia-
mento di 285 miliardi di
dollari negli anni 1981 e
1982 per i profughi d’Africa.
La rappresentante perma-
nente degli Stati Uniti pres-
so 'ONU ha anche criticato
l'astensione dei Paesi socia-
listi " dal contribuire allo
sforzo finanziario interna-
zionale per i profughi.

Al e mm e L. a1t _ . __.2

mento in proposito: il sot-
tosegrelario italiano agli
Esteri Costantino Belluscio,
nel suo odierno intervento,
ha criticato 11 fatto che, di
fronte ad un problema di
tale gravita e dimensioni,
«non tutti i componenti del-
la fantiglia dellONU siano
rappresentati alla confe-
renza. Tutti gli Stati — ha
aggiunto — hanno il dovere
di pariecipare all’azione im-
posta dagli avvenimenti. La
responsabilita non deve es-
sere atiribuita solo agli Sta-
ti tradizionalmente dona-
tori ».

Tralasciando le dichiara-
zioni purtroppo di pramma-
tica in interventi che segna-
no tali tristi occasioni, ad
illustrare l'impegno italiano
nell’opera di assistenza del-

le organizzazioni umanitarlie
bastano questi dati forniti
cal sottosezretario Bellu-
«cio alla conclusione del suo
discotrso: 1 contributi del-
I'Ttalia a favore dei profu-
ghi d’Africa nell’’81 saran-
no di 15 milioni di dollari
sotto forma ci aiuti alimen-
tari, sanitari e per l'agricol-
fura, cui si aggiungono due
milioni di doliari versati di-
rettamente all’Alto Comita-
to e 11,2 milioni che costi-
ruiscono la parte di circa
il 12 per cento dell'ltalia
nell’aiuto fornito dalla Co-
munita economica europea.
Il tutto pari a circa- 3.000
miliardi di lire italiane.
Belluscio ha anche ricor-
dato che guest’anno I'Italia
contribuisce  complessiva-
mente con 1200 miliardi di
lire agli aiuti ai Paesi in via
di sviluppo di tuttp il mon-
do, cui si aggiungono altri
200 miliardi di lire che rap-
presentano ® residuo del
1380. Nonostante i tagli alla
spesa pubblica imposti dal-
la difficile congiuntura eco-
nomica del momento — ha
sottolireato — non e stata
apportala alcuna riduzione
agli aiuti italiani ai Paesi pil
poveri. E si cerca di avviare
la maggior parte di questa
assistenza proprio verso .1
Paesi africani.
MARINO MAGLIO

The Times, London, 12.4.81

L ]
Somali flash
put 10,0600
at risk

Mogadishu, April  20.—At
least 10,000 people will die 1
the next few days in central
Somalia, which has been hit by
the worst floods in years, unless
a big rescue operation ;s laun-
chqd. immediately, Red Cross
officials said todiy.

The flash flobds in Hiran
province, which have followed
months  of severe drought
threaten “the lives ‘of 40,000
Somalis and more than 30,000
refugqes from the Ethiopian.
administered Ogaden, the offi-
cials said.

*The situation - cannot be
more serious. Even if we can
take some people out. There
will be at least 10,000 deaths
In the next few days unless
massive emergency relief
efforts are launched immedi-
ately,” Dr André Gosslin, of the
Canadian Red Cross, said.

Dr Gosslin, who had just
returned to Mogadishu from the
stricken area, said the floods
began six days ago and had
already -caused a -disaster.

Four refugee camps had been
cut off and the worst hit,
Cocaney Camp 11 miles from
the district capital of Belet Uen
three-quarters. o fthe camp was
under water up to 6ft deep.

Dr Gosslin said 10,000 refu-
gees -in Cocaney and nearby
flooded camps could only escape
by wading. for several miles

‘The authorities in Belet Uen
had ordered ‘a partial evacua-
tion of its 40,000 population as
waters from the swollen Shibel;
river threatened to wash away
the . last. bridge :

Aid officials said only two
boats were available in the area -
and a senior official of the
United Nations High Commis. -
sion for Refugees, Mr Tom

Barr_l_es, said his organization
was imnvestigating the possibility
of carrying boats into the area
to evacuate camps.—Reuter.



Afrikas flygtninge:

2.5 milli-
arder kom
1 kassen

Vurdering af konference

Af
Jesper Sge

Ikke under 2,5 milliarder
kr. i ny, ekstra hjzlp til
Afrikas fem millioner
flygtninge i Ar og naste
ar : :

Det er det reelle resul-
tat af en to dage lang kon-
ference 1 Geneve i

. Schweiz om det store
kontinents voksende flygt-
ningeproblemer.

En af UNHCRs danske
topmedarbejdere, Sgren Jes-
sen-Petersen, siger mandag
til KD, at en forste gennem-
gang af de 3,7 milliarder kr.
som representanter for 97
lande gav p& konferencen,

procent af disse penge er
»nye«. Dvs. belgb, som re-
geringemne giver udover be-
lgb, der var bevilget for kon-
ferencen.

~ Tallet ligger nermere de
75 end 60 procent, og det er
et fint resultat, mener den
36-4rige Seoren Jessen-Peter-
sen, i UNHCR siden 1972.

Sxttes belgbet til rundt
regnet 66 procent af de 3,7
milliarder kr. nas tallet 2,5
milliarder.

Det vakte opsigt, at ikke
mindre end 451 mill. dollars
(tre milliarder kr.) ud af to-
talbelgbet p& 560 mill. dol-
lars (3,7 milliarder kr.) ikke
er gremarket il s@rlige for-
mil eller organisationer.
F.eks. fik UNHCR og Det
internationale Rgde Kors til-
sammen kun 66 mill. dollars
(342 mill. kr.) direkte i ud-

ot

En . hejistiende kilde i
UNHCR, siger dog, at »til
syvende og sidst kommer
mange flere af pengene vo-

res vej«. ~ Der er en del tak- -

tik i disse ting, mange. giver-
lande ville ikke vise deres
kort Abent pi konferencen,
ikke fomzrme nogle lande
ved f.eks. at gremarke store
belpgb direkte til projekter i
f.eks. Somalia i stedet for
Etiopien, siger kilden.

Somalia og Etiopien stir i
stzrkt modsatningsforhold.
Somalia har modtaget over
1,5 mill. flygtninge fra Etio-
pien. .

Konferencen om Afrikas
flygtninge skulle rette op den
kendsgerning, at selv om 25
lande i det store kontinent
tilsammen har ca. halvdelen
af verdens flygtninge, har de
fiet langt mindre af verdens
samlede flygtningehjzlp end
andre grupper. UNHCR er
et godt eksempel. Poul Hart-
lings organisation brugte i
1979 og 1980 henholdsvis
27,9 og 35,6 procent af sine
midler pd Afrika.

Det var Indokinas badf-

lygtninge og hungerkatastro-
fen i Kampuchea, som 1
forste rekke optog sindene.
I juli 1979 indbragte en
FN-konference i Geneve 190
mill. dollars (1,36 milliarde{
kr.) til badflygtningene, og 1
juni sidste &r fik Kampuchea
116,2 mill. dollars (778 mill.
kr.) p4 endnu et FN-mode.
De' tilsammen 3,7 milliar-
der kr. som Afrikas -flygt-
ninge fik tilsagn om i de for-
Ipbne dage i Geneve svarer
til totalbelpbet, som Kam-
puchea har faet over to &r.

Fordeling

Tilbage stir nu hvem der
gkal . have pengene. Alts
hvitke lande i Afrika.

.- Ingen betvivler at situati-
onen i Somalia er alvorlig.
Men her arbejder i forvejen
over 30 frivillige organisati-
oner og pengene valter ind.
Lande som Uganda, Tanza-
nia og Zaire har hundredtu-
sinder af flygtninge eller for-
drevne, som nu ofte er prak-
ti§k taget integreret i befolk-
ningen.

Disse stater kraver deres
del af kagen. Men mange af
dem er madt frem med krav,
der forekommer urealistiske.
Ghana f.eks. mgdte med en
pnskeliste p4 fem mill. kr. til
at integrere 200 politiske
flygtninge fra Sydafrika.

Kemen er, at de afrikan-
ske staters gnsker om penge
'til langsigtet flygtningehjzlp
ofte beveger sig pA grensen
til . egentlig u-landshjzlp.
Hvor grznsen gir er endnu
helt uafklaret i FN-appara-
tet. UNHCR har varet ud-
sat for Kkritik ~ .fra "andre

FN-organer, som fgler, at
organisationen gir ud over sit
mandat og bevager sig ind i .
egentlig u-landsopbygning.
Hertil siger Seren Jes-

sen-Petersen: -~ Det star i
UNHCRs-statutter at vi skal
spge varige lesninger pa
flygtningeproblemet. Vi er
ngdt til at g& ud over selve
ngdhjzlpsfasen, hvis vi va-
rigt skal hjzlpe disse menne-
sker, det er ikke nok at
sende tepper og mad, de
skal igang med en ny tilva-

' relse, kunne klare sig selv.

Men grensen mellem projek-
ter, der gor flygtninge selv-
hjulpne og egentlig u-lands-
hjzlp er flydende. Det mé vi
leve med.

'Om Hartling

EFs kommisser for samar-
bejde med Den tredje Ver-
den, Claude Cheysson vil
selv bestemme hvor og til
hvem EF skal give sine pen-

ge. Det behgver ikke ngd-
vendigvis vare til UNCHR
antydede han pi konferen-
cen.

- Jeg vil give penge, hvor

‘jeg finder det ngdvendigt.

Hr. Hartling er ingen kate-
dral, lpd hans lidt sure be-
markning.

Yristeligt

Denma Y

14421
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$285 Million to Help African Refugees
Pledged by U.S. Over the Next 2 Years

By Iain Guest
International Herald Tribune

GENEVA — The United States
announced on Thursday a pledge
of $285 million for African refugee
programs, to be spent this year and
in 1982. The pledge was made on
the the opening of a two-day meet-
ing jointly sponsored by the Unit-
ed Nations, the office of the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees
and the Organization of African
Unity.

The OAU has long argued that
Africa’s 5 million refugees, almost
half the world total, have received
less than they should compared to
others. The goal at the Geneva
meeting is $1.15 billion.

Washington’s pledge, considera-
bly more than had been expected,
was described by Jeane Kirkpa-
trick, who heads the American del-
egation, as “an expression of our
desire to help, but also as a convic-
tion that something can be done.”

She added: “We deeply feel the
suffering’ of Africa’s mullions of
refugees forced by political, eco-
nomic and natural catastrophes to
leave their homes in search of safe-
ty and even survival.”

Rep. Howard Wolpe, Democrat
of Michigan, who is a delegate,
said the pledge would meet no ob-
stacles in the Congress. “There are
few issues that command such bi-
partisan support,” he said.

Boycott by Arabs

The opening of the conference
was. delayed by a boycott by Arab
delegations, in protest of the invi-

tation of Israel. The Arabs ended
their boycott after a statement by
Omer Birido of Sudan, who de-
plored “as a matter or principle”
the invitation to Israel.

Among the 94 delegations, the
only East European delegation
present is Yugoslavia.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick said at a news

conference that the American
pledge would be broken down be-
tween the African programs of the
UN High Commissioner and the
Red Cross ($126.5 million), food
aid ($80.7 million), still unspeci-
fied settlement programs for-refu-
gees in Africa ($65 million),and
resettlement of African refugees in
the United States ($11.2 million).
- Mrs. Kirkpatrick said 3,800 ref-
ugees would be resettled in the
United Statess this year and 4,500
next year — “if they want to
come.” Most are Ethiopians, who
have sought asylum in the Sudan
and Djibouti, and they are being
received in the United States un-
der the existing refugee program.

Two Main Beneficiaries

But the public acknowledge-
ment of this at the conference
caused comment among some Af-
rican delegates, who are not eager
to encourage outside resettlement
as a solution for Africa.

The most immediate beneficiar-
ies of the U.S. announcement
would seem to be the UN High
Commissioner’s office and the In-
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross, both of which are both
struggling to meet their budget tar-
gets for Africa this year.

The High Commissiner’s office,
which has raised only $53 millions
of its $168 goal for this year, is ex-
pected to receive about $110 mil-
lion in the next two years, with no
conditions attached. The Red
Cross is short by on its 1981 budg-
et by 38 million Swiss f(rancs
(about $19 million).

Several Arab states, notably
Saudi Arabia, did not respond to
invitations to participate at the
conference, and the contributions
of members of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
toward the UN High Commission-
er’s budget are small compared to
those of Western donors. This year
Saudi Arabia--is giving only
$10,000 in unspecified contribu-
tions, and $1 mullion for Somalia,
through the UN agency.

N

-

EEC Sets Aid

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Com-
mission of the European Economic
Community said 1t would send
$15.6 million in emergency aid for
refugees and displaced persons in
Somalia, Zaire, Sudan, Nigeria and
Uganda. The money would be
channeled through humanitarian
organizations or to the govern-
ments of the adoptive countries
themselves, the commission said.

Most of the aid — $12 million —
will go to Somalia, where the num-
ber of refugees is estimated to be
as high as 1.5 million, including
900,000 people who have fled from
Uganda.

Conférence internationale @ Genéve sur le drame africain
Appel a l'aide pour
cing millions de réfugiés

OUR secourir les
cing millions de
réfugiés que compte

aujourd’hui le continent
africain, une conférence

1,3 milliard de dollars a
répartir sur cinq ans.

Le travail accompli par
le Haut commissariat, dont
le sitge est 4 Genéve, est

elle

seule, la
désertique

1,5 million de
venus d'Ethiopie.

Somalie
abrite
réfugiés

Combat
Socialiste 10,4.81

provoque l'exode de mil-
liers de famjlles, devrait,
d'abord, mettre fin a sa
politique agressive.

Mais, devant une telle

internationale se tient
jusqu’au 10 avril a
Geneéve.

Réunie & linitiative du
Haut commissariat des
réfugiés de I'ONU et de
I'Organisation de l'unité
africaine (OUA), la confé-
rence de Genéve tentera
de rassembler 550 millions
de dollars, soit
2,7 milliards de francs
frangais approximative-
ment, pour une aide
d'urgence. Mais il lui fau-
dra trouver auprés des
pays donateurs habituels
-uhe contribution totale de

d’une importance vitale.
On se souvient des efforts
accomplis en faveur des
« boat-people » en Asie du
Sud-Est.

Le cas de l'Afrique est
dramatique. Actuellement
un réfugié sur deux dans le
monde est africain. Au
nombre de 750 000, voila
une dizaine d‘années, les
Africains contrairts de
quitter leur terre natale ont
considérablement aug-
menté en nombre, notam-
ment dans la Corne de
I'Afrique (Ethiopie et
Somalie) et dans les pays

limitrophes du Tchad. A.

Résultats inégaux

A la différence des Viet-
namiens, Cambodgiens et
Laotiens, les Africains ne
cherchent pas & quitter
leur continent. Plusieurs
missions du Haut commis-
sariat ont parcouru le
monde pour attirer l'atten-
tion des gouvernements et
de l'opinion sur ce grave
probléme. Malheureuse-
ment, les résultats ont été-
trés inégaux. Il est évident
qu'un pays comme l'Afri-
que du Sud qui, par ses
incursions militaires en
Angola et les exactions de
son armée en Namibie,

situation, il s'agit avant tout
de parer au plus urgent. La
conférence de Genéve, a
laquelle ont été ' invités
131 gouvernements, doit
faire un effort supplémen-
taire en faveur des réfu-
giés. Les tdches d'assis-
tance & I'Afrique sont de
multiple nature. Elles vont
du rapatriement des rétu-
giés aux projets d'assis-
tance alimentaire, d’auto-
suffisance et d'infrastruc-
ture. Il faut agir vite pour
sauver des millions d’hom-
mes, femmes et enfanfs,
victimes de la guerre et de
la répression. ’



AMBASSADEUR AMERICAIN A GENEVE

«Les Etats-Unis,
une nation de réfugiés»

GENEVE — « Notre histoire

nous fait ressentir les souf-

frances des réfugiés », constatait hier au Palais des Nations,

en marge de la Conférence
Mme Jane J. Kirkpatrick.

sur les réfugiés en Afrique,

Ambassadeur américain aux Nations Unies, Mme Kirkpa-

trick remplacait 2 Genéve le

vice-président George Bush,

empéché de participer & cette rencontre importante par la

récente tentative d'assassinat
Reagan.

La déléguée ameéricaine confirma
que son pays se montrait particuliére-
ment sensibilisé aux questions tou-
chant les réfugiés. «Nous sommes
une nation de réfugiés», devait-elle
s'exclamer. « Non seulement a la suite
des persecutions du XVIlle siécle,
mais encore aujourd’hui, des exilés
trouvent refuge aux Etats-Unis. Nos
préoccupations se retrouvent dans no-
tre budget. »

Mme Kirkpatrick, a l'appui de ses
propos, annonca que l'administration
républicaine concretiserait sa solida-
rité avec les refugiés africains par
T'octroi d'un crédit de 285 millions de
dollars. Le président lui-méme recom-
mandera au Congres d’accepter le dé-
blocage de ce montant.

«Les Etats-Unis assument le tiers
du budget du Haut Commissariat
pour les réfugiess, devait rappeler
Mme Kirkpatrick, qui ajouta: « L'aide
fournie permettra de secourir des
Africains dans les pays d'accueil
méme. Mais aussi d’héberger en Amé-
rigue 3800 d'entre eux ern 1981 et 4500
en 1982 x

Insistant sur le caractére humani-
taire des débats — qui se dérculeront
encore aujourd’hul a Genéve — l'am-
bassadeur ameéricain fut prié de don-

perpétrée contre le président

ner son avis sur la non-participation
des pays de I'Est. «Oui, je m'avoue
trés surprise par l'absence des gou-
vernements de I'Est. Je trouve regret-
table que ces Etats ne manifestent
pas davantage leur volonté d'assister
a des rencontres sur des problémes
aussi graves que ceux des refugiés. La
vie de millions de personnes en dé-
pend...»

Interpellée sur les liens entre
Washington et 'Afrique du Sud ainsi

CONFERENCE SUR LES REFUGIES AFRICAINS

La Suisse - 10,.4.81

PAR ANTOINE GESSLER

que sur d'éventuelles conditions pour
1a distribution de l'aide financiére des
Etats-Unis en Afrique, Mme Jane
Kirkpatrick conclut énergiquement:
«Le président Reagan est en train de
réviser la politique américaine en
Afrique. J'ai eu des contacts avec les
Sud-Africains. Au total, j'ai rencontré
quelque vingt nations, écoutant leurs
représentants pour trouver des solu-
tions acceptables par toutes les par-
ties.

»En ce qui concerne les 285 mil-
lions de dollars prévus pour I'Afrique,
en 1981 et 1982, nous essayerons d'ob-
tenir que les fonds prévus soient utili-
sés pour les réfugiés qui ont besoin
d'aide. Nous ne posons aucune condi-
tion politique. » ]

Frictions a Geneve

GENEVE (Reuter)

L'ouverture de

polémique sur I'éventuelle participation d'Israél.
@ Lire aussi en page 3 l'article d' Antoine Gessler.

Plusieurs délégations arabes ont
boycotté les cérémeonies d’ouverture.
Les siéges réservés aux délégations
d’Algérie, d’Arabie Saoudite, de Bah-
rein, d'Irak et du Koweit sont restés
vides tandis gue M. Siaka Stevens,
président du Sierra Leone et de L'Or-
ganisation de 'unité africaine (OUA),
lancait un appel pour que cessent les
querelles.

M. Stevens, seul chef d’Etat partici-
nant a la conférence. a déclaré aue

la Conférence de
Genéve sur |es refugles a été retardée hier matin par une

gienne Liv Ullmann, qui a lanceé hier
un appel pathétique a toutes les na-
tions pour qu'elles viennent en aide
aux réfugiés en Afrique. Lors d'une
conférence de presse donnée au Pa-
Jais des Nations dans le cadre de cette

celle-ci constituait un SOS lancé par
cing millions d’Africains vivant misé-
rablement dans des camps de refu-
giés situés dans des pays parfois trop
pauvres pour nourrir leurs propres
ressortissants.,

Appel de Liv Ullmann

«Je ne suis pas ici en tant gqu'ac-
trice, mais en tant que femme, qui
veut témoigner d'une expérience bou-
leversante ». a déclare l'actrice norve-

conférence, l'actrice qui rentre d'une
visite des camps de réfugiés de Soma-
lie et de Djibouti, a exprimé son bou-
leversement devant la misere qui y
regne. «Pendant que je vous parle,
des enfants meurent de faim, des
vieillards, des hommes, des femmes,
gisent a terre dans le dénuement le
plus complet; les enfants ne sont pas
des statistiques: 35000 meurent cha-
que jour, au milieu de notre indiffé-
rence. »
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LA CONFERENCE DE GENEVE

560 millions de dollars seront affectés
a l'assistance aux cinq millions de réfugiés

De notre envoyé spécial

Genéve. — Jusqu'd la derniere
minute, un climat d’incertitude
aura pesé sur l'issue de la confé-
rence internationale sur I'assis-
tance aux réfugiés en Afrigue.
Les travaux ne se sont achevés
que dans la nuit de vendredi a
samedi 11 avril. En effet, au der-
nier moment, de sérieuses diver-
gences de vues sont apparues au
sujet du libellé de la déclaration
de M. Birido, président du groupe
africain, et celul des:eonclusions
du président de la conférence,
M. Kurt Waldheim. Il a été dif-
ficile de parvenir 4 un accord
par suite de 'ampleur du déca-
lage existant entre la position
des bénéficiaires et celle des do-
nateurs. Les - premiers auraient
voulu la création d'un fonds
spécialement affecté aux réfu-
giés, alors que les seconds ne
souhaitent pas la mise en place
de nouvelles structures, a& la fois
lourqes - et onéreuses. Les pre-
miers auraient souhaité, pour
leur  part, obtenir un blanc-
seing pour utiliser & leur conve-
nance celle des sommes qui ont
été promises mals non affectées
4 des opérations précises, tandis
que les seconds entendent bien
conserver un droit de regard sur
I'utilisation de leurs dons. Les
premiers auralent voulu que fQt
arrétée la date d'une prochaine

conférence analogue & celle qui

vient de s’achever, alors que les
seconds répugnent 3 tout ce qui
pourrait ressembler & une tenta-
tive d'nstitutionnalisation de
telles rencontres. -

En fin de compte, il ressort de
la. déclaration du président du
groupe africain et de celle inscrite
au résumé des conclusions de la
conférerce que les donateurs
conservent la maitrise de l'affec-
tation de leurs dons. Les Etats-
Unis et la France ont, semble-t-il,
mené le jeu en coulisse, amenant,
par une série de discussions en
apartés, les délégués africains les
plus intransigeants a revoir pro-
gressivement leurs positions.

« Ce qui est important, c’est la
suite qui sera donnée a la ren-
contre de Geneve. Il faut en effet
avoir la sagesse de fixer unm. cd-
lendrier et de gassigner des
objectifs précis, sinon cette confé-
rence waura 6été quune szmpuf
foire auz illusions », nous a dit
M. Boutros-Ghali, ministre d'Etat
égyptien chargé des affaires
étrangéres. Ce point de vue est,
de toute évidence, partagé par
de nombreuses délégations afri-
caines, voire méme par la ma-
Jorité d'entre elles. Dams cette
mesure, un sentiment d’insatis-
faction prévaut chez beaucoup de
participants. Pourtant, les résul-
tats immédiats des assises sont
loin d’étre négligeables.

« Nous avons obtenu un apport
de plus dun demi-milliard de
dollars d’argent frais pour venir
en aide aux réfugiés », nous
disait, dés vendredl matin, un
des proches collaborateurs du
secrétaire général de I'O.UA. Et,
de fait, c’est en fin de matinée,
vendredi, la promesse de 560 mil-
lions de dollars qui avait été
expressément faite par les diverses
délégations : 451900000 dollars
sans affectation précise,
66 900 000 dollars pour I'ONU,
le H.C.R. et le CI.C.R., 41 mlillions
100 000 dollars au titre de l'aide
bilatérale. Les Etats-Unis se trou-
vent en téte des pays donateurs,
avec 285 millions de dollars, suivis
par la Communauté économigque
européenne (68 millions de dol-
lars), la République fédérale
d’Allemagne (34,5 millions), le
Japon (33 milljons), I'Arabije
Saoudite (30 millions). La Chine,
en revanche, n’a offert qu'in
million de dollars. Soit une
somme identique A celle promise
par I'Espagne et par I'Egypte.
Quant aux pays africains parti-
culiéerement dépourvus de res-
sources financiéres pour la plu-
part, ils n’ont souvent pu appor-
ter qu'une contribution pure~

ment symbolicue, comme ce Iut
le cas pour la Tanzanlie
(12500 dollars). Mais la Fédéra-
tion du Nigeéria, le plus géné-

reux des donateurs africains,

s'est engagée & verser 3 millions
de.dollars.

- Déja consclents pour leur part
e la nécessité de s’attaquer aux

causes profondes du mal, les
organisateurs ont convaincu a
leur tour la plupart des délegués
du caractére impératif et urgent
de cette tache. Dans leur inter-
vention, M. Zang Canming, vice-
ministre des affairés étrangeres
de Chine, et M. Kazno Alchi, vice-
ministre des affaires étrangéres
du Japon, ont longuement In-
sisté sur cet aspect des choses.
Ceux des pays les plus pauvres
qui, non seulement n'ont pas pu
apporter leur contribution per-
sonnelle, mais ont d{d solliciter’
une aide accrue, ont également
développs: ees mémes thémes.
PHILIPPE DECRAENE.

I’ profugo
un africano
su oftanta

Discussa dalle Nazioni Unite a Ginevra
V'assistenza a cinque milioni di persone

GINEVRA — In Africa i profughi sona cindue milioni. ¥ che
significa che un abitante su ottanta del continente nero, il pin
povero del mondo, vive in condizioni precarie, avendo abhan-
donato la propria zona di origine per cause diverse, dalle
guerre alle carestie.

Di questo dramma sociale si & occupata la Conferenza
internazionale dell’ONU conclu-asi venerdi sera a Ginevra
dopo due giorni di lavoro e convocata sopratinito per raceo-
gliece nulteriori coniributi finanziari, da aggiungersi a quelli
gia stanziati dalle organizzazioni umanitarie. Va detio a auesto
proposito che I'Alto ecomnissariato. dell’'ONU per i rifugiati

, prevede che per i prossimi qualtro o cingue anni i programmi

di assistenza ai profughi africani costeranno circa un miliardo
e duecento milieni di dollari. Scopo dell’incontro era quello
di ottenere stanziamenti straordinari per i prossimi diciotle
wesi di oltre cinquecento milioni di dollari. Obbiettivo che #
stato raggunto. H che costituisce un fatto di notevole rilievo.

~anche se la questione *¢ stata affrontata e<senzialmente dal

punto di vista delle conseguenze, senza andare all’origine di
un problema catastrofico che, investendo un intero continente,
mostra di avere cause strutturali.

La conferenza, inoltre. ha mostrato la diversita di approccio
alla questione che ¢’8 nel mondo. Assenti i paesi del Comecon
che respingono I’idea di interventi come quesli, con ecce-
zione di Cuba (presidente di turno dei non allineati) e del

Vietnam che ha rapporti di huona cooperazione con 1’Alto
fPoOIMMIssariatn nar 7 rifieiati OSSO SR 1) N TN

Dav reirnlla 2den 8
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Afrique : débuts difficiles

de la conférence sur les réfugiés
Les Etats-Unis en fleche

GENEVE : :
Laurent MOSSU

La conférence internationale
sur 'assistance aux réfugiés en
Afrique, convoquée conjointe-
ment par les Nations unies et
. l'organisation de {’'Unité africaine,
s'est fixé trois objectifs. Alerter
I'opinion publique sur la tragédie
que vivent cinq millions de per-
sonnes déracinées dans I'ensem-
bie du continent africain ; réunir
des fonds en quantité suffisante
pour assurer leur survie et enfin;

apporter aux pays d'accueil une’

aide compensatrice aux efforts
entrepris. Dans le méme temps, il
s'agissait pour les pays occiden-
taux — les Etats communistes
pourtant invités ont refusé de
participer aux débats et, partant,
de partager le fardeau — de s'en-
gager politiquement et morale-
ment & I'égard du continent noir..

Les premiéres estimations ef-
fectuées par I'Afrique situaient a
un milliard trois cents millions de
dollars le montant nécessaire
pour faire face a la situation au
cours des prochaines quatre a
cmq années. De son c6té, le haut
commissariat des Nations unies
pour les réfugiés a évalué a cinq
cents millions de dollars le mon-
tant des besoins prioritaires pour
les dix-huit mois a venir.

C’est la troisiéme réunion du
genre aprés celles convoquées
pour secourir les naufragés de la
mer, les « boat people », puis le
Camdbodge.- A la surprise de
tous, le secrétaire général des
Nations unies a exigé de présider
la contérence de Genéve alors
que le chef d'Etat de Sierra
Leone, président en exercice de
I'arganisation de I'Unité africaine,
devait remplir cette fonction. i
était a Geneve pour cela. M. Kurt
. Waldheim a jugé utile, pour pré-
paver sa réélection au secrétariat
général de I'O.N.U., de s'imposer.

En dépit des buts strictement
humanitaires, la réunion a faitli
capoter dés les premiers instants.
La présence d'une délégation is-
raélienne a en effet été jugée
inacceptable par les pays arabes
qui ont refusé de siéger. Leur vi-
goureuse réaction a été d’autant
plus inquiétante qu'elle provenait
de collaborateurs potentiels im-
portants, les Etats producteurs
de pétrole devant étre, dans le

schéma international, parmi les
plus gros pourvoyeurs de fonds.
Tout au long de la premiére jour-
née, des tractations et discus-
sions de couloirs n'ont pas
permis de soulever cette hypo-
théque.

Pourtant, la vedette de cette
journée a incontestablement été
Mme Jeane Kirkpatrick. Alors que
la nouvelle administration améri-
caine avait jusqu'ici manifesté
massablement de réticence a
I'égard des institutions internatio-
nales et de certains pays afri-
cains, I'engagement pris a Ge-
néve est des plus significatits.

D*abord, sur le plan financier,
les Etats-Unis ont annoncé une
contribution de deux cent quatre-
vingt-cinq millions de dollars
pour 1981 et 1982. Il s’agit de
I'ensemble de I'aide qui sera ap-
portée au continent africain. En
second lieu, I'ambassadeur des
US.A. auprés dé 'ON.U. a jeté
les bases de ia nouvelle politique
américaine vis-a-vis de I'Afrique.
Il s'agissait aujourd’hui du seul
aspect humanitaire. Aucun pays,
quelle que soit son -orientation
politique, ne sera écarté. La sé-
lectivité n'aura pas cours en ma-
tiere de solidarité. '

L’effort
de la France

C'est le secrétaire d'Etat aux

Affaires étrangéres, Olivier Stirn,
Qui a présenté au nom du gou-
vernement les propositions fran-
caises. D'entrée de jeu, il a rap-
pelé que la France a toujours
placé I'Afrique au centre de ses
préoccupations et de sa sollici-
tude. La stabilité et la paix sont,
tout particulierement en Afrique,
devait-il dire, la condition indis-
pensable au 'développement.
C'est en fait un véritable défi au-
quel se trouve confrontée la
conscience universelle, dira fe
ministre, et qui exige de la
communauté internationale, outre
une réflexion approfondie sur les
racines du mal, un effort d'assis-
tance accru et équitablement ré-
parti.

La France donne toujours
priorité & l'aide bilatérale et elle
apporte un appui trés important,
selon le principe de I'entente de
capitale a capitale. En 1980, les
interventions au titre de l'aide

~

d'urgence aux réfugiés se sont

-Blevées A trente millions de

francs frangais. De méme, par le
canal du fond d'aide de coopéra-
tion, des crédits ont été accordés
pour un montant de neuf cent
trente miilions de francs.

A cet appui strictement finan-
cier, s’ajoute une aide alimentaire
paur fourniture de céréales dont
la valeur a atteint quarante-six
millions de francs frangais en
1980. Cette année, l'effort sera
paursuivi, a dit le ministre, a un

‘niveau sensiblement identique. A

titre exceptionnel, la France a dé-
cidé ~ cette fois-ci, il s'agit de
multilatéral — d'accroitre sa parti-
cipation au H.G.R. d'une somme
de cing millions de francs, spé-
cialement destinés-a I'Afridue.

Il est bien évident que I'aide
aux réfugiés en Afrique prend
souvent la forme d'une aide au
développement. Il ne s'agit pas
seulement de subvenir aux be-
soins alimentaires des réfugiés
mais de construire des écoles,
des voies de communication, des
routes, des dispensaires. On est
quelquefois confronté au fait que
ces programmes, dans certaines
régions, donnent aux réfugiés en
question un niveau de vie supé-
rieur & celui des populations au-
tochtones.

C'est un paradoxe que ne
peuvent accepter ou comprendre
les gouvernements des pays
d'accueil. Les écoles qui sont
construites pour les réfugiés doi-

" vent fatalement pouvoir accueillir

des enfants des nationaux. L'ef-
fort ' d’infrastructure dés lors
prend des proportions considéra-
bles et se confond avec le déve-
loppement méme du pays. C'est
I'une des grandes difficultés du
probleme.

A cela, s'en ajoute un autre,
plus important encore peut-étre :
il est capital en effet de ne pas
fixer ces réfugiés de fagon quasi
permanente. L’histoire nous a
appris les catastrophes qui pou-
vaient découler -d'une telle er-
reur. L'exemple palestinien parle
de lui-méme. C’'est donc fatale-
ment'a la_phase de la réinsertion
ou du retour. que doit s'atteler la
communauté internationale ainsi
que le faisait remarquer, & Ge-
néve, M. Claude Cheysson,
commissaire de la communauté.

L.M..
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BY MARK WEBSTE& - .
THE LINE of sllent, ragged

peop, d out fo_r more
thap&éy rds. Equlppe with ] " M8 't 7
an-p ent of pails’and . ,ﬁz '

plates, they collected a dollop
of the famillar mixture of maat -
stew and rice from the locally .
recruited helpers of the Usiled
Nations High Commission for:
Refugees. ‘
*, Those refigees were In 266, 000 ~ YoANDA
Cameruon; ‘Victims of the hitter 12 400
civil war in neighbouring Chad, _

bur they are typlcal of others 4 000

CAMER

all gver Africa. Ta draw atten- ANGOLA
tion to 'their plight, the High , 73,000
Commission has sponsored a ° Num Ve
conference which opens In.% _Of I'G sJees ih

Geneva tomorrow.
Flgures on refugees

—— ETHIOPIA
1,000
55/~ SOMALIA
1,540,000

TS BURDNDS -
234 590

TANZANIA
140,000

Source: HOST GMINMM!

- the

ica’s refugees

some of the poorest in the world

~and the refugess ma ke tl't;rkoblem:’.
Tworse by ‘upéetting
-ecohomy,

Jocal
strainifig - 40  olten
inadequate infrastructure and
feeding government fears of
soclal unrest.

The biggest pmb}em is tn the
Horn of Africa whére more than
2m people were uprooied by
1877/78  war  hetween
Ethiopia and Stmdlia over the
Ogaden, Morg have heen dis-
placed by the continued fizhting
in Eritrea. More recently,
hundreds of thousands fled the
fighting in the central republic
of Chad and took up residence
in Cameroon, Nigeria and the
Sudan.

ror goare it frlca-' 1
tend te be unreliphle . ¥ R RAD S e 683 tha bl
marge mrmbers %::%lv ﬁ ﬂ “ : §| “H“ {d“h ? ) » . ‘_ b adh anfz :?: 1“6
macces:lhﬂity x’amnte ﬁl 1y 'éo X ‘G850 2. = ¢h o 7 babmve l?;ire
corners, irrespective  The UN .countries at wmt the_ UN calla “ prlorlty than 200 (i " fed’ Mhe
countpd Hapid meve. fortarrow-< conforence il ber Wugramties » such as educa. " fonin n zxmmbgg bérnre
ment and the host gove y e ; 10, \pr de , g gopaty of YU :health lhg “sanftation] : ingepdnBence and aré returpin.
tendency to inflate statisBds 1@ (0 m), iefgre e IE’T tura} development ngw. <to  find -Wveic: hom
get more ald. Buit their atimM¥&Y®  Tétdge8E. Of that, the EN mys, soclal welfars and transport. destroyed and their lands (eft

are great and growing. In 1970 $89m is needed for emergency
there we;le an estimateq 750,000 #‘d to ‘provide food an she[tu A
refugh n’ Africa, today .t re pddftion ftor ,a: money
are} u than 5m. Mope dhan’ ﬂreldi bledgdd by Host sebern.
80 per cent of them are shelter- ments and multilateral agencies.

_The refugees frequemtly live
in appalling conditions after
being driven from their homes
by war or natyral disasters. The
host countries are themaelves

fallow. The problem Is even
greater in countries without the
relatively well-run administra-
tion of Zimbabwe, says the High
Commission, =
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Weltkonferenz iiber Afrika-Fliichtlinge

von Erich Reyhl (Genf)

Heute Donnerstag und morgen Frei-
tag findet in Genf eine sonderbare
,Wohltatigkeitsauktion* statt. Sie soll
das Flichtlingselend in Afrika mildern.
Die Teilnehmer - es werden hohe Regie-
rungsvertreter, ja Minister aus 50 bis 60
Landern erwartet - sollen am Verhand-
lungstisch finanzielle Versprechen abge-
ben und sich dabei moglichst gegensei-
tig iberbieten. Kurzfristig sollen bei die-
ser , Wohltatigkeitsauktion” gegen 550
Millionen Dollar flr Soforthilfe und wei-
tere 1,2 Milliarden fiir Hilfe in den kom-
menden 5 Jahren zusammenkommen.
Das Geld soll die ,,minimalen Uberle-
bensbediirfnisse* der elendesten unter
den schatzungsweise 5 Millionen Fliicht-
lingen in Afrika sichern.

Afrika, und nicht etwa Asien oder
Siidamerika ist gegenwirtig der Konti-
nent mit der gré3ten Anzahl nichtange-
siedelter Flichtlinge. Etwa zwei Millio-
nen leben in Lagern, die wiederum in
den irmsten Lindern des Kontinents
und teils in unfruchtbaren wasserlosen
Gebieten liegen.

Das schlimmste Fliichtlingselend
herrscht gegenwirtig am Horn von Afri-
ka. Aber insgesamt 25 afrikanische Lan-
der haben zur Zeit Flichtlingsprobleme.
Algerien erklart, daB es 150 000 Flacht-
linge aus der Westsahara beherbergt, aus

_ dem Tschad sind etwa 100 000 nach Ka-
merun, weitere 100 000 nach Nigeria, je
gegen 10 000 nach der Zentralafrikani-
schen Republik und den Sudan geflo-
hen. Zambia beherbergt 10 000 Angola-
Fluchtlinge, Kenia 150 000 aus Uganda
und Zaire 80 000 aus Uganda. Der Sudan
mufite 125000 aus Athiopien aufneh-
men, Somalia sogar 1,3 Mio. aus Athio-
pien, Gabon 30 000 aus Aquatorial-Gui-
nea usw.

REFUGIES

c I | 4
| )
infernationale
h 1 .
a Geneve
onvoquée & [Linitiative des
Nact?ions 3nies et I’Organisation de
Punité africaine, la conférence inter-
nationale sur U'aide aux ‘refug‘les en
Afrique s’est ouverte hier a Geneve.
Plus de 80 pays y participent. ’
Cing millions .d’hommes, de fem-
mes et d’enfants du continent africain
vivent actuellement, pour des, raisons
diverses, hors de leur.pays d’origine.
Pour la plupart, ils subsistent dans des
conditions déplorables, he‘ber’ges dans
des camps de fortune ou Iessentiel
manque souvent.

La conférence de Geneve se fixe
trois obiectifs : attirer I'attention de

Insgesamt haben die betroffenen afri-
kanischen Regierungen bis Mirz 990
Mio. Dollars an Hilfe gefordert, davon
allerdings nur 78 Mio. dringenste Nothil-
fe. Vom Total der geforderten Hilfe sind
bereits 260 Mio. Dollars in Form von
Hilfsprogrammen verschiedener inter-
nationaler Organisationen gesichert. Es
wiirde als auBerordentlich gutes Resul-
tat angesehen, wenn die afrikanische
Flichtlingskonferenz bis Ende dieser

~Woche einige hundert weitere Millionen

zusammenbringen wiurde. Fur die Viet-
namfliichtlinge kamen bei einer dhnli-
chen Konferenz im Jahre 1980 gut 116
Mio. herein, auflerhalb dieser Konferenz
flossen die Spenden aber noch reichli-
cher, so daf} gegen eine Milliarde fiir die
Wiederansiedlung der Vietnamesen zu-
sammenkamen. Auch fiur die Kambod-
schaner wurden bereits 600 Mio. ver-
sprochen.

Die Spendefreudigkeit scheint indes-
sen eher zu sinken. Der ganze Ostblock
wird an der Spendenauktion nicht teil-
nehmen, weil angeblich das Flicht-
lingselend in Afrika ein Problem des
Kolonialismus ist. Zum zweiten vermis-
sen die fast ausschliefllich westlichen
Spender Aktionen, um die Griinde fiar
das Fliuchtlingsproblem in Afrika, nim-
lich Kriege und Birgerkriege, zu beseiti-
gen. Die Organisation fir afrikanische
Einheit (OUA) ist zwar wesentlich an der
Genfer Spendenauktion beteiligt, aber
nicht in der Lage das Fliichtlingspro-
blem durch Riickkehr der Flichtlinge
wesentlich zu mildern. Schlief3lich - und
das ist ein Punkt, der immer mehr Auf-
merksamkeit auf sich zieht - maisten
sich die offiziellen Hilfsorganisationen
in schamloser Weise an den Geldern,
welche fur die Flichtlinge gespendet

' werden.

drame humain, collecter des fonds
suffisants pour subvenir aux besoins
de tous ces déracinés et aussl angier les
pays d’accueil que ’afflux de réfugiés
a souvent placés dans.une situation
inanciére difficile. .
meag haut commissariat des Nations
unies pour les réfugiés (H.C.R.) afixé
a prés de deux milliards et demi de
francs le budget nécessaire pour —
seulement — parer aux besoins
urgents dans les dix-huit mois a venir.
La France est representee a cette
‘conférence par le secrétaire d’Etat aux
Affaires étrangéres, M. Stim. Il
compte y exposer la politique cons-
tante de 1’Elysée qui donne sa prefg-
rence en ce genre d’affaire a la coope-
ration bilatérale. Tout au plus
annoncera-t-on une légére augmenta-
tion, de V'ordre de cing millions de
francs, aux fonds du H.C.R. Ce qui
est évidemment trés peu par rapport
aux besoins.

Vesnik 12.4.81

Bijeg pred brutalnoscu
rasizma i ratnim
strahotama

Vrijedi napomenuti da je ve¢ina od
pet milijuna africkih izbjeglica kon-
centrirana na jugu, istoku i sredistu
africkog kontinenta (Botsvana, Lesoto,
M(_)zambik, Svazi, Tanzanija, Kenija,
Etiopija, Somalija, Angola, Zambija,
Zair, Ruanda, Burundi, Sudan, Kame.
run) dok vecina zemalia Zapadne i
Sjeverne Afrike ima vrlo malo izbjegli-
ca.’ Tanzanijski predsjednik Njerere
svojedobno se zauzeo za to da sve af-
npke zemlje pomognu u pomoci izbje-
glicama a ne da samo dvadesetak ze.
malja nosi ¢itav teret. Tanzanija je isto
talfo jedna od rijetkih zemalja Afrike
kp]a je gotovo uspjesno rijesila uklapa-
nje 200000 izbjeglica u tanzanijsko
_drustvg), omogucujuci im da se nasele
I zapoCnu zivot u novoj domovini. Jer,
kako je to rekao predsjednik Njerere
na konferenciji o izbjeglicama u Arusi
1979.: »Cak | kad u Africi vise ne bi bilo
niti jednog novog izbjeglice, moramo
stalno imati na umu da izbjeglica osta-
je izbjeglica do kraja zivota osim ako
mu ne omogucimo da se uklopi u novu
zajednicue. ’

Armija izbjeglica u Africi najcesce
se regrutira bijegom’ civilnog stanov-
nistva pred brutalnoscu rasistickih ili
diktatorskih rezima, ili pak u prevrati-
ma koji su toliko ¢esti na »crnome
kontinentu. Ali isto tako i zbog ratne
opasnosti i oruzanih sukoba $to ih ne-
rijetko na africkom tlu potiéu i monti-
raju veliki u nastojanju da prigrabe
nove sfere utjecaja.

~ Nema nikakve sumnje da je drama
izbjeglica jedna od najtezih i najponi-
Zavajudih. »Biti svakodnevno suocen s
neizviesnoSCu i nesigurnom buducno-
sti, biti uvijek u brizi sto ce se dogoditi
s djecom, potpuno zavisiti 0 milosrdu
drugih, to degradira i ponizava«, kaze
jedan funkcionar UN u somalijskom
izbjeglickom logoru. ’
Zenevska konferencija o izbjeglica-
ma nije niti mogla rijesiti taj golemi
problem, a niti joj je to bio cilj. Prikup-
ljanjem financijskih sredstava ona se
nasla u ulozi vatrogasca, da pomogne
Africi ¢im vise moze i da svijet upozori
na golem teret $to ga nosi Afrika. Me-
dutim, izbjeglice u Africi jos ¢e dugo
biti na savjesti covijecanstva i zahtije-
vat Ce organiziranu i smisljenu‘pomoc
medunarodne zajednice i veliku umje-
$nost samih africkih zemalja. Korak
naprijed bit ce i to ako se ponizavajuéi
zivot pet milijuna izbjeglica na. »cr-
noms« kontinentu barem i dijelom
ublazi, ako se spase zivoti tisuca djece
koja danomice umiru od gladi, zedi i
bolesti na africkim meridijanima i pa-
ralelama. ' ,

Viekoslav Grabarié
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Cinq millions d’étres
humains oubliés

Une conférence de I'ONU sur les réfugiés africains s’ouvre
aujourd’hui a Genéve en l'absence des pays du bloc soviétique

Cing millions d’Africains — surtout des femmes et
des enfants — sont des réfugiés. Victimes de guerres et
de conflits tribaux, de sécheresses et de famines, ces
réfugiés africains constituent & eux seuls la moitié des
réfugiés répertoriés dans le monde. Demain s’ouvre 2
Genéve la Conférence internationale sur les réfugiés en
Afrique, dont le but est de coordonner les diverses aides

multilatérales et bilatérales.

Cette conférence, organisée par les Nations unies en
coopération avec I’Organisation de P’unité africaine
(OUA) et le haut commissariat pour les réfugiés (HCR),
devra d’autre part se prononcer sur un budget d’assis-
tance de I’ordre de 1 300 millions de dollars pour les
cingq prochaines années. Le HCR estime 2 550 millions
de dollars les fonds nécessaires pour les prochains dix-
huit mois. La Corne de I’Afrique (Ethiopie, Somalie,
Djibouti) devrait recevoir I’essentiel de cette aide a court
terme. Les autres zones les plus touchées sont I’ Afrique
centrale et I’ Afrique australe. ‘

Plusieurs missions du HCR ont été envoyées dans les
différentes parties du monde pour sensibiliser les gou-
vernements au probléme des réfugiés en Afrique. Les
pays socialistes n’ont manifesté qu’un intérét limité
pour la conférence de Genéve, et aucun n’a, jusqu’a pré-
sent, répondu 2 Pinvitation d’y prendre part. La France
sera représentée par Olivier Stirn, secrétaire d’Etat au
ministére des Affaires étrangéres.

dix 4dns, ils sont
.aujourd’hui 5 millions
qui, pour des raisons naturel-
les — sécheresse, famine —
cu a cause de conflits, ont dii
quitter leur terre et ont trouvé
refuge dans des camps sub-
ventionnés par 1’aide interna-
tionale.
La Somalie compte
1 540 000 réfugiés (pour une
population de 3,6 millions
d’habitants), installés dans
une trentaine de camps, qui

I LS étaient 750 000 il y a

viennent tous d’Ethiopie a la
suite du conflit de I’Ogaden.
Le Soudan compte 490 000

réfugiés, dont 390 000 vien- |

nent également d’Ethiopie,
les autres. venant de pays en
guerre qu’ils ont fuis: le
Tchad ou I’Ouganda. On
dénombre 400 000 réfugiés au
Zaire, dont 215 000 viennent
d’Angola, le reste se répartis-
sant entre réfugiés du
Burundi, du Rwanda et de
I’Ouganda. L’afflux de Tcha-
diens au Cameroun a porté la

« Menace
N Afrique, il
((Eest de tradition
de dire : sois

le bienvenu, tu es mon frére,
Je n’ai pas beaucoup a4 man-
ger, mais tu le partageras. »
Cette tradition, selon le
haut commissaire de I’ONU
pour les réfugiés, Poul
Hartling, « menace de
paralysie » de nombreux
Etats africains et notam-
ment les économies de la
Somalie, de I’Ethiopie, de
Djibouti et du Soudan. La
tiche du Haut Commissa-
riat pour les réfugiés n’est
f pas seulement d’apporter
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population réfugiée dans ce
pays a 266 000. On en recense
110000 au Nigeria. Le
Burundi compte lui-méme
234 590 réfugiés, essentielle-
ment du Rwanda. Enfin les
Noirs d’Afrique du Snd et de
Namibie ont trouvé refuge
dans les pays voisins (Bots-
wana, Lesotho, Swaziland et
Zambie) et surtout en
Angola, ou la situation ali-
mentaire des réfugiés et des
personnes déplacées est parmi
les plus dramatiques du
monde.

En Ethiopie, dans la corne
de ’Afrique, plus d’un tiers
de la population somalienne
est réfugiée ; Djibouti, qui ne
parvient pas méme a nourrir
ses 300000 habitants, a
accueilli 42 000 réfugiés ;
1’Ethiopie compte
2 400 000 personnes « dépla-
cées par la guerre ou la séche-

resse » dans ses trois seules
provinces du Sud et du Sud-

Est qui recouvrent, en gros,

I’Ogaden, revendiquée par la
Somalie.

En Ethiopie, les réfugiés
vivent dans plus de 250 camps
temporaires ou se rendent
chaque jour dans des centres
de nutrition.

A Degeha Bur, a 70 km de
la frontiére somalienne, un
peu plus de 17 000 personnes
(en majorité femmes et
enfants) vivent dans le camp
— huttes couvertes de nattes
alignées au cordeau — en bor-
dure du village et dans
I’attente des distributions

de paralysie»

a des solutions durables.

C’est ce a4 quoi
s’emploiera la conférence
qui ouvrira ses travaux
demain a Genéve, en pré-
sence de Kurt Waldheim. La
conférence se tiendra au
niveau ministériel.

* Mais sensibiliser 1’opi-
nion publique au probléme
des réfugiés est une chose,
trouver les fonds nécessaires
(1 300 millions de dollars)
en est une autre. A titre
comparatif, les Nations
unies, pour les boat people

du Vietnam, avaient
Aamandd MM millinne da

Néanmoins, Poul Hart-
ling est optimiste. Les Amé-
ricains lui ont fait savoir,
par la voix du vice-
président Georges Bush,
qu’ils se montreraient géné-
reux. Les pays de 'OPEP
.devraient suivre I’exemple
des Occidentaux. Quant a
I’Europe, Poul Hartling a
réuni le mois dernier les dix-
sept membres de I’OCDE,
regroupés au sein du Comité
pour D’assistance au déve-
loppement (CAD). En 1980,
les pays du CAD ont fait des
contributions volontaires
dépassant 316 millions de

Anallare Aoctinde A financar

quotidiennes de nourriture. Il
n’y a rien d’autre a faire sur
cette terre rouge ou les rares
plants de sorgho sont brillés
par le soleil. La plupart du
bétail est mort a la suite de la
sécheresse, de la guerre de
1977-1978 avec 1a Somalie,
qui avait envahi la région, de
Pinsécurité qui a modifié les
circuits de paturage.

Le forage d’un puits est en
cours pour remplacer,
raconte l’envoyé spécial de
I’AFP, le puits comblé de
pierres par les Somaliens pen-
dant leur retraite. Le centre a
été ouvert et « Ia plupart de
ses habitants sont des gens
revenus des camps de réfugiés
en Somalie », affirme le chef
du district.

A Lafa Issa, 4 20 km de la
frontiére, 3 500 autres dépla-
cés végetent. La piste qui y

woudult T3t enctoere parecomée
de carcasses de vaches. Des
enfants, couverts de mou-
ches, apprennent I’alphabet
arabe, et leur ardoise est une
grande planche de bois ou
sont gravés les caractéres.-

A Jijiga méme, un autre
camp abrite 7 000 personnes.
Pendant notre visite, ’arrivée
d’'un camion citerne plein
d’eau provoque une bagarre
entre les femmes, qui se préci-
pitent, boites de conserve a la
main.

Un fonctiorinaire interna-
tional affirme que les vaches
« mouraient par milliers,
comme des mouches ».
Depuis, les pluies sont
venues, mais avec deux mois
de retard, et, dans la vallée de
Jijiga, autrefois si fertile, les
plants de sorgho n’arriveront
pas pour la plupart 2 matu-
rité. La plupart des personnes
déplacées dans ces trois
régions sont originaires des
environs immédiats.

En Angola, dans I’Afrique
australe, 800 000 personnes
sont déplacées ou affectées
par le fait de guerre dans le

pays.

Les bombardements
aériens ou .les incursions de
I’armée d’Afrique du Sud,
ainsi que les opérations:



Le Matin

Pintensification ces derniers
mois a été critiquée A travers
des communiqués du minis-
tére de la Défense, ont provo-
qué d’importants déplace-
ments de populations.

Ces opérations militaires
affectent plusieurs centaines
de milliers de personnes qui
fuient notamment les régions
de Cuando Cubango et
Cunene (au sud du pays) pour
la province de Huila (au sud-
ouest de I’Angola).

D’autrés personnes aban-
donnent leurs villages pour
gagner les foréts puis, une
fois leurs ressources épuisées,
rejoignent les villes les plus
proches dans un état de
dénuement extréme, a récem-
ment indiqué le représentant
de PUNICEF (fonds de
I’ONU pour 1’enfance) en
Angola, Almeri Bezerra de
Mello.

Selon des témoignages de
diplomates, 1’armée sud-
africaine a entrepris ces der-
niéres semaines plusieurs
bombardements, incursions
ou minages de routes, et de
voies de chemins de fer.

Selon ces témoignages,
I’armée sud-africaine a atteint
des objectifs situés en terri-
toire angolais a plus de
200 km de la frontiére nami-
bienne. La ville de Lubango,
située A 500 km de la fron-
tiére, a été touchée par des
bombardements sud-africains
il y a deux semaines environ.
Dans le passé, [1’artillerie
aérienne sud-africaine avait
détruit dans cette méme ville
plusieurs usines.

Le 19 février dernier, un
pont de chemin de fer entre
Kassinga et le port de Moca-
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medes, a été miné et a sauté.
La route Mocamedes-
Lubango a été également
minée en plusieurs points par
les forces d’Afrique du Sud,
selon les mémes sources.

L’armée sud-africaine
aurait mené des opérations
jusque dans la région de
Lobito, a quelque 500 km au
sud de Luanda. !

TCHAD

Hisséne Habré
demande
de laide

Hisséne Habré, président
du conseil de commande-
ment des forces armées
Nord (CCFAN), a lancé un
appel & « tous les fils du
Tchad » en leur demandant
de constituer « un front
patriotique avec les FAN »
pour chasser les troupes
libyennes de son pays, ou
elles se livrent, a-t-il dit, a
un « véritable génocide ».
« Nous invitons tous les fils
du Tchad, y compris ceux
qui sont aujourd’hui contre
nous, A reconsidérer leur
position. » « Je pense en
particulier aux forces
armées tchadiennes (du
colonel Kamougue) qui ont
la responsabilité, en tant
que premiere armée natio-
nale, de lutter pour la
défense de leur patrie »,
dit-il. Aprés avoir assuré
que ses troupes combattent
jusqu’a présent « sans
aucun soutien extérieur »,
Habré affirme rechercher
activement des appuis 4
Pétranger.

The Times - London -
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NNations pledge $560m aid
for African refugees

From Our Correspondent
Geneva, Apri: 10

The 85-nation conference on
assistance to  refugees in
Africa bas produced solid
evidence of a common deter-
mination to save the continent
from further famine and
political disintegration in the
1980s. .

As the two-day
‘ended tonight, pledges from
governments totalled about
£560m (about £254m) for relief
Ppriorities in  the next two
vears.

Approximately 30 to 40 per
cent of this total—up 10 $250m
—1is  described by  United
Nations officials as “new™
money, as distinct from funds
allotred in advance bur as yet
unspent.

This compares with the
$190m donated through United
Nations agencies in 1979 for
Indo-China  refugees, parti-
cularly *“boat people”, and
$150m last year for Cambodia.

meeting

With a $30m cash contribu
tion today, Saudi Arabia took
second place . behind the
United States, whose delegate,
Mrs Jeane Kirkpatrick, vester-
dav promised $28>m.

Mr James Grant, executive
director of UNICEF, the United
Nations children’s fund. under.
lined today that the refugees,
half of them children, were per-
haps 25 per cent of afflicted
peoples urgently needing assist-
ance in nine countries alone.

In addition, tens of millions
were living In a permanent
state of ‘“silent emergencvy?”,
affected by absolute poverty
and gross underdevelopment
even as to the most basic
services of health, nutrition,
water supply and rudimentary
education.

About 1.5 million small
children died in Africa last
vear, he added, equivalent on a
daily basis to the total number
of ltaly's earthquake casualities
last Seprember. :

International Herald Tribune
12.4.81

African Refugee Aid Reaches $500 Million

The Associated Press

GENEVA — Funds to aid African refugees reached $500 million Fri-
day when Japan pledged $33 million for the continent’s estimated $
million dispossessed people. It was the third highest commitment by any
of the 94 nations attending the conference here on Africa’s refugees,
which was ending later in the day.

'On Thursday, the United States said it would give $285 million over
two years, and West Germany announced an aid package of $34.5 mil-

lion. Late Friday, Saudi Arabia announced a pledge of $30 million.

The Soviet Union and most Soviet-bloc nations did not attend the
conference, which was organized by the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees and the Organization of African Unity to raise $1.15 billion for

25 African nations distressed by drought, famine or war.

Daily

Telegraph 10.4.81

U.S. pledges £130m

aid for

Afrion

By JOHN MYERS in Geneva

THE United States yester-

day pledged to pro-
vide a third of the $300
million (£410 million) aid
which the United Nations
savs is needed for African
refugees during the next
four to five years.

Mrs  Jeane  Kirkpatrick,
Anierican Ambassador to the
United Nations. promised the
$28a million (£130 million) as
the frst .international confer-

ence on raising funds for
African refugees opened in
Genes a.

£6m frem Britain
<But she also called on

Africa to put an end to mili-
tarv adventures and violent
politics ” which have created
the refugee problem.
Amonz other proniises of aid
weie 04 mililen from Britain,
£7 million from the EEC, £4
miiion from the Nnthcrlgnds
and £1,300.000 from Nigeria.
Other large exira contributions
were announced by Canada.
Wect Germany, France, Den-
mark and Sweden. The total so
far pledged was approaching
$300 mitlion when the corfer-
erce adisurned until todav with
€1 countries still listed to

The two-day conference was
almost wrecked beiore it began
bv an Arab demand that Tsrael
be excluded. Dr Waldheim and
African States appealed on
humanitarian grounds to the:
Arab bloc to withdraw its
demand. :

A compromise was quicklv
found after Mrs Kirkpatrick
gave a warning that the Ameri-
can delegation would walk out
if Israe] wecre barred.

A <tatement was ]ater l‘eﬂd
by Svdar on hehalf of the
African group of countries
saving it was ‘“regrettable”
that an invitation had been
sent to Israel.

Mrs Kirkpatrick said it was
* unfortunate 7 that Russia and
the East European Communist
States had not accepted their
invitations to take part in help-
ing to solve the urgent refugee
problems in Africa.

As weil as having more than
5 iillion refugecs — hkalf the
world total -— Africa also has
some 3 million displaced per-
S0ns. )

The most needy countries are
Somalia. which now  has
1,500,000 rcfugees from Ethio-
pia, Sudan with 400,000 Ethio-
pian and other refugees, Zaire

with 400,000 refugees from
Uganda and  Chad. and
Cameroon, with

501,000
.

wntrimane fram Chad



Flygtningehgjkommisar
Poul Hartling satte megen
prestige ind pi at Afri-
ka-konferencen blev en suc-
ces. 1 slutningen af marts

Lysere
®
fr emtld kunne han afslutte et besgg i
Washington med sikkerhed

f for, at USAs ny regering .
Or ville ryste op med et endda
) meget betydeligt belgb. Det
s blev pd 1,9 milliarder kro-
Afrlkas ner. Narmest sensationelt
- stort og endnu mere end

1 t ® Hartling oprindeligt fik i ud-

sigt.
t yg mnge Ogsd EF gav en meget
stor sum. 455 milljoner kro-

Konferencen i
Geneve er blevet en
succes

GENEVE, fredag
(KD-medarbejder): Afri-
kas fem millioner flygt-
ninge gar en lysere frem-
tid i mgde. Pa to dage i
Geneve i Schweiz har ver-
dens mest forfordelte
flygtningegruppe faet lgfte
om op imod 4 milliarder
kroner i hjzlp i ar og ne-
ste ar.

Det er nasten 800 kroner pr.
gtning i et kontinent, hvor
aet er beregnet at en gen-
nemsnits flygtning kun »ko-
ster« 22 dollars (148 kr.)

—~ Vi har ikke blot faet de
tre milliarder kroner, vi skal
bruge i akut ngdhjzlpsind-
sats, vi har nu ogsa midler til
at sikre mange tusinde flygt-
ninges fremtid i en mere
langsigtet planlegning, siger

“en glad Sgren Jessen Peter-
sen til KD. Han er en af de
danske topmedarbejdere i
FNs Hpjkommissariat for
Flygtninge, UNHCR.

Informerede kilder siger
dog til KD, at forst i de se-
neste uger op til den stort
anlagte konference i Geneve
om Afrikas flygtninge stod
det klart, at den ville blive
en succes.

~ For tre-fire uger siden
ville vi have varet glade for
to milliarder kroner, men s&
hevede flere af de traditi-
onelt stgrste giverlande
pludseligt de belgb de ville
komme med til Geneve, si-
ger en kilde i UNHCR.

De seneste dage for konfe-
rencestarten  lpd  tippet
endda p4 en total sum til de
afrikanske flygtninge p& mel-
lem 4-4,7 milliarder kroner.
Det blev til knapt fire milli-
arder kroner.

spe

EUA ajudam

refugiados

N
il v
Genebra — aixadora

dos Estados Unidos junto as
Nagoées Unidas, Jane Kirkpa-
trick, anunciou ontem que seu
pais contribuira com 285 mi-
Ihdes de dolares para o fundo
de ajuda a 5 milhdes de refu-
giados africanos. O anuneio foi
feito ontem na inauguracio da
Conferéncia Internacional so-
bre Refugiados na Africa, pre-
sidida pelo Secretario-Geral
da ONU, Kurt Waldheim.

Participam do encontro re-
presentantes de 84 paises, en-
tre os quais Cuba, Libia e Chi-
na. A Unido Soviética e os pai-
ses do bloco socialista nao
aceitaram o convite para a
conferéncia, cujo objetivo é le-
vantar 1 bilhao 200 milhoes de
doélares para ajudar os africa-
nos que deixaram seus locais
de origem, por causa de lutas
entre tribos, regioes ou nagoes.

SOLUGAO

Primeira a anunciar uma
doacdo, a Embaixadora Kirk-
patrick, disse que a ajuda por
8l 56 ndo significa uma solu.
¢80, pois o que importa é “o

das aventuras militares e
da violéncia politica”. Do total
oferecido pelos EUA — que
ainda deve ser aprovado pelo
angresso — 126 milhées 500
mil destinam-se ao Alto’ Co-
missariado das Nacgoes Unidas
para Refugiados e o Comité
Internacional da Cruz Verme-
lha. O restante vai para proje-
tos relacionados com os refu-
giados na Africa, :

A Alemanha Federal ofere-
ceu 45 milhées de doélares, e os
paises do Mercado Comum
Europeu deverao anunciar ho-
Je suas contribui¢ées. Os pai-
ses arabes deixaram o plengrio
em sinal de protesto contra a
presenca do delegado israelen-
Se. Mas, numa reuniao parale-
la, anunciaram que também
contribuirao.

Sudio e Somalia, que nao
ac!eriram a0 boicote a Israel,
eriardo um fundo especial de 1
milhao de délares destinados
a0s paises que receberam refy-
giados na Africa.
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CONFERENTIE IN GENEVE OVER HULP

Afrika kan vluchtelingen
niet meer voeden

VLUCHTELINGEN IN AFRIKA

|
Van onze redactie buitenland
AMSTERDAM — Van de on-
geveer tien miljoen viuchtelin-
gen die er op de wereld zijn is
de helft Afrikaan. Zij bezor-
gen de rest van de wereld wei-
nig kopzorgen, want, anders
dan Vietnamezen, Cambodja-
nen en de meeste vluchtelin-
gen uit Latijns-Amerika, wor-
den zij over het algemeen ge:
tuisloos opgenomen door het
buurland waar zij heen-
vluchten.

“'Het bedrag dat de internationale
gémeenschap voor de gemiddelde
Afrikaanse vluchteling op tafel legt
blijkt volgens de statistieken dan'
ook nog niet de helft te zijn van wat
voor een niet-Afrikaan wordt uitge-
geven. De Afrikaanse vluchtelin-
genconferentie die de Verenigde
Naties en de Organisatie van Afri-
kaanse Eenheid vandaag en morgen
in Geneve beleggen moet daar ver-
andering in brengen.

Afrika heeft de afgelopen jaren
egen dramatische toename van het
vluchtelingenprobleem meege-
maakt. In 1970 werd het aantal op
750.000 geschat. Nu moeten het er
dngeveer vijf miljoen zijn. Viuchte-
fingen die merendeels een heenko-«
men zochten in landen die als de
armste ter wereld staan geboek-
staafd. De voortdurende verslechte-
ring van de voedselsituatie in Afri-
ka maakt het deze landen niet lan-
ger mogelijk om naast hun eigen
bevolking ook nog deze aanzwellen-

de stroom ontheemden een mens-

waardig bestaan te bieden.
In het kleine, onvructitbare en

straatarme Djiboeti is zelfs het wa-
ter voor de viuchtelingen gerant-
soencerd. Kinderen krijgen één be-
ker per dag, volwassenen één per
twee dagen. Djiboeti telt 42.000
vluchtelingen op een eigen bevol-
king van 300.000. Het gemiddelde:
inkomen per hoofd van de bevol-';
ing is er 200 gulden per jaar.

De viuchtelingen in Djiboeti zijn
afkomstig uit Ethiopi¢, dat de afge-
lopen jaren vijf tot acht percent van
zijn gehele bevolking héett zien
vluchten en daarmee verreweg het
grootste aandeel heeft in het ont-
staan van het Afrikaanse viuchte-
lingenprobleem. De cijfers die het
VN-Hoge Commissariaat voor de
Vluchtelingen (UNHCR) opgeeft
(op basis van ruwe en soms over-
trokken schattingen van de landen
zelf) zijn niet helemaal betrouw-
baar, maar geven wel een aanwij-
ting van de omvang van het pro-
bleem. Somalié huisvest volgens ei-
gen opgave 1,5 miljoen geregis-
treerde vluchtelingen uit Ethiopis
en schat dat dit aantal samen met de
Ethiopiérs die zich buiten de viuch-
telingenkampen bevinden boven de
twee miljoen komt (op een eigen
bevolking van vier miljoen). Ten-
slotte fungeert Soedan als toe-
vluchtsoord voor 490.000 mensen,
van wie het overgrote deel uit
Ethiopié afkomstig is. ’

Achter de schermen zal Ethiopi2
het debat in Genéve onge(wijfeld;
het meest verhitten. Het bewind van:
kolonel Mengistoe is de afgelopen'
drie jaar verwikkeld geweest in een
zware strijd met diverse afschei-
dingsbewegingen die samen een
meerderheid van de bevolking le-

Nigeria 110 000"
o

&
Kamatosn 266 000

m Meer dan 44n rmijoen
W 100.000 tot 500.000

40.000 tot 100 000

Somalié 1.540 000

Oeganda 112 400
fAwanda 40.200
Burundi 234 600
Yanzania 140.000

(leVolL-Lr-n.

i

en te vertegenwoordigen: de So-
mali’s en Oromo’s in het zuidwesten
(grenzend aan Somalié) en de pro-
vincies Eritrea en Tigre in het
noordoosten (grenzend aan Soe-
dan). Mengistoe lijkt er — op Tigre
en een stukje Eritrea na — in te zijn
geslaagd het pleit in zijn voordeel te
beslechten; dank zij Russische wa-
penleveranties ter waarde van vier

miljard gulden en de hulp van eif-
duizend Cubaanse militairen.
Zowel in Ethiopié als de omrin-
gende landen die de vluchtelingen-
stroom hebben opgevangen worden
de problemen verergerd door de
langdurigste droogte in dertig jaar,
die zonder buitenlandse hulp al een
hongersnood ten gevolge zou heb-
ben gehad. Terwijl de internationa-

bizé

le hulp voor de Ethiopische vluchte-
lingen inmiddels een redelijk ni-
veau heeft bereikt, wordt in Ethio-
pit zelf maar schaars geholpen.

Vanuit Ethiopié zijn de afgelopen
maanden herhaaldelijk noodkreten
aan de internationale instanties ge-
richt over de 4 tot 6 miljoen mensen
in Ethiopi& zelf die honger lijden of
door de oorlog zijn ontheemd. Hoe-
wel nog dagelijks vluchtelingen ar-
riveren in de kampen in Somalié en
Soedan, zal Ethiopié¢ in Genéve ecn
niet onaanzienlijk bedrag vragen
voor de volgens haar in groten geta-
le terugkerende vluchtelingen. Et-
hiopische functionarissen klagen
dat Somalié¢ aan humanitaire bij-
stand op het ogenblik tien maa
zoveel krijgt als Ethiopié. :

Hoe de Amerikanen daar tegen-
over zullen staan — zij financieren
gemiddeld een derde van de interna-
tionale humanitaire hulpoperaties
— wordt een belangrijk punt op de
conferentie. Zowel de Europese Ge.
meenschap als de Verenigde Staten
weten niet zo goed wat ze met Ethio-
pi€ aanmoeten. De Oostbloklanden
plegen alleen bilaterale hulp te ge-
ven, en die bestond tot nu toe vooral
uit wapens. Duidelijk is dat de hu-
manitaire problemen in dit geval
overschaduwd zullen worden door
strategische belangen.

Een tweede groot vluchtelingen-
probleem waar Afrika onlangs mee
geconfronteerd is zijn de vluchte-
lingen uit Tsjaad. Ook hier is de
oorzaak een zich al sinds 1969
voortslepende burgeroorlog, die
eind vorig jaar met behulp van Libi-
sche troepen beslecht werd. Twee a
driehonderdduizend mensen heb-
ben sindsdien een heenkomen ge-
zocht in Kameroen, Nigeria en Soe-
dan. Er zijn nog geen aanwijzingen

~dat zij snel terug zullen keren.

Ook het aantal Namibische vluch-
telingen in Angola is sterk toegeno-
men: van 5.000 eind 1978 tot 50.000
nu. Onder hen bevinden zich vooral
veel jongeren die aan de diens}-
plicht willen ontkomen, omdat ze
dan samen met de Zuidafrikanen
tegen de  bevrijdingsbeweging
SWAPQO moeten vechten.

Angolezen
De andere vluchtelingenproble-

2IE VERPER ble 7 kol )



IL»DRAMMA DEI PROFUGHI IN AFRICA
Cinque milioni

di sradicati
dalla loro terra

Rome 7.4.87

di GAETANO NANETTI

Poveri, affamati, facili
prede di malattie, come se
non bastasse, anche profu-
ghi. Nel mondo, un profugo
su due, oggi, e africano.
L’ennesima tragedia si sta
consumando nel continente
che sembra un concentrato
di tutte le disgrazie materia-
li che possono colpire gli uo-
mini. Un calcolo approssi-
mativo — perfino le statisti-
che sono un lusso che I'Afri-
ca non pud permettersi —
valuta prudentemente in
cinque miliardi i derelitti
sradicati dalla loro terrad’o-
rigine e costretti a cercare
altrove, spesso centinaia di
chilometri lontano, un luogo
su cui piantare una misera
tenda fatta di stracci. A so-
spingerli oltre i confini, al di
1a dei fiumi e attraverso de-
serti o foreste, sono gli stessi
flagelli che da sempre gli uo-
minj alimentano contro altri
uomini: guerre, persecuzio-
ni, minacce di sterminio, fa-
me. Cinque milioni di dram-
mi umani. Il resto del mondo
li ignora.

Il fenomeno ha assunto di-
mensioni tanto vaste da
mettere in allarme 1'Onu.
Nel novembre scorso, I’As-
semblea generale ha incari-
cato il segretario delle Na-
zioni Unite Kurt Waldheim,
di promuovere una riunione
a livello internazionale allo
scopo di mettere non soltan-
to gli Stati, ma l'intera co-
munitd internazionale, di
fronte alla tragedia. Non c’é¢
tempo da perdere.

Il dramma dei profughi
africani & esploso in pochi
anni, e non da segni di pros-
simo esaurimento. Nel 1970
si valutano in 750 mila i rifu-
giati nei vari paesi del conti-
nente. Oggi, come si & detto,
sono diventati cinque milio-
ni e si ha ragione di temere
che il tetto non sia stato an-
cora raggiunto. Con la sensi-
bilitad che ne contraddistin-
gue l'azione sul piano uma-
nitario, Waldheim si & mosso
con rapidita. Cosi il 8 aprile
si aprira a Ginevra un impe-
gnativo incontro fra i rap-
presentanti ‘di tutti i paesi
del mondo. Aveva assicura-
tn la ena nraesenza anche il

gan l'ha ovviamente costret-
to ad apportare mutamenti
alla sua agenda.

A Ginevra ci si muovera in
tre direzioni convergenti.
Anzitutto sara avviata un’a-
zione tesa a sensibilizzare
I'opinione pubblica mondia-
le per renderla consapevole
del dramma africano. Sara
poi sollecitato il massimo
sforzo teso al reperimento di
risorse supplementari per
evitare che i programmi di
intervento urgente — ali-
mentare, sanitario ecc. — ri-
mangano sulla carta, Infine,
si cercheranno le strade piu
adatte per aijutare i paesi
che offrono asilo ai profughi,
paesi costretti oggi a sop-
portare un pesante fardello,
spesso del tutto sproporzio-
nato alle loro forze.

Ma chi sono questi derelit-
ti della Terra in movimento
attraversoidesertiele fore-
ste, laceri, scalzi, senza cibo,
senza tetto, privi di ogni for-
ma di assistenza sanitaria?
Che cosa spinge questa fiu-
mana di cinque milioni di
persone a chiedere di essere
accolta da chi, spesso, & po-
vero quanto e talvolta piu di
loro? Sarebbe riduttivo e
semplicistico limitarsi a in-
dicare una sola causa. Ma &
innegabile che alla radice
del biblico esodo c'¢ il colo-
nialismo. Se oggi I'Africa &
preda di rivolgimenti, di
convulsioni, di continui sus-
sulti, se & tuttora allaricerca
di un equilibrio, cio’ lo si de-
ve allo stato di soggezione in
cui & rimasta fino a vent’an-
ni fa. I confini tracciati a ta-
volino dai colonialisti hanno
separato  artificiosamente
popolazioni appartenenti al-
lo stesso gruppo etnico, al
punto che molti si sentono
piu affini alle genti dello
Stato confinante che alla po-
polazione dello Stato cui ap-
partengono.

Ma la definizione dei con-
fini & solo un aspetto dell'e-
redita colonialista. Piu grave
¢ il ritardo con cui tutti o
quasi i paesi africani sono
stati messi nella condizione

- movimento,

di avviare l'inevitabilmente
lungo processo di ricucitura
dei particolarismi di origine
etnica per imbastire qualco-
sa che si avvicini all'unita
nazionale. E qui emergono
spesso pesanti responsabili-
ta delle classi dirigenti afri-
cane post-coloniali, che in
molte occasioni hanno fon-
dato il loro potere sull'etnia
di appartenenza sacrifican-

do le altre esistenti nel pae-
se e costringendo alla fuga i
gruppi meno disposti a subi-
re la sottomissione o addirit-
tura la persecuzione spieta-
ta.

Indirizzi politici sbagliati,
ma anche le troppe guerre
africane spingono intere po-
polazioni ad abbandonare le
loro terre divenute campi di
baitaglia. Cido che avviene
nell’Ogaden & emblematico:
almeno due milioni di abi-
tanti di questo territorio
I’hanno abbandonato per ri-
fugiarsi in Somalia, il paese
che ha oggi la piu alta con-
centrazione di profughi del
mondo. La gente dell'Oga-
den & etnicamente somala e
a spingerla oltreconfine so-
no le truppe etiopiche che
preferiscono fare terra bru-
ciata della regione piuttosto
che lasciarvi prosperare i
fermenti della guerriglia.

Una grave responsabilita
per il massiccio esodo delle
popolazioni africane va at-
tribuita anche al razzismo.
Per sfuggire alle dure condi-
zioni imposte dall’« apart-
heid », migliaia di persone
sono costrette ad abbando-
nare il Sud Africa. Profughi
sudafricani si trovano un po
dovunque nel Continente.
Alle cause politiche, sociali
belliche si aggiungono que
prodotte dalle intolleralili
condizioni economiche, e
impongono spostamenti in
massa alla ricerca di un po di
cibo 0 di un pozzo da cui at-
tingere acqua.

Questo complesso di cause
finisce per creare un intrec-
cio intricatissimo di linee di
per cui, ad
esempio, troviamo zairesi
profughi in Angola, e ango-
lani profughi nello Zaire,
ruandesi rifugiati in Uganda
e ugandesi in Ruanda.

Come in tutte le tragedie,
accade anche qui di cogliere
un lato positivo: la generosi-
ta con cui {'paesi africani ac-
colgono quanti bussano alla
loro porta. Non li sollecita a
questo comportamento sol-
tanto la Dichiarazione uni-
versale dei diritti dell'uomo
o la Convenzione approvata
nel 1851 dall’Uva sui diritti
.dei profughi. Ma ad agire &
piuttosto il senso tradiziona-
le dell’'ospitalita degli africa-
ni, la loro disposizlone a di-
videre con i fratelli anche il
poco di cui dispongono. E

nella stragrande maggioran-
za dei casi, dispongono vera-
mente di poco, di tanto poco
cl}e_ anche solo alcune mij-
gliaia di persone in piu crea
problemi insolubili. Mai, tut-
tav1az si & dovuto registrare
un rifiuto ad accogliere i
profughi, mai uno solo di essi
¢ stato respinto alla frontie-
ra. Da questi poveri che aju-
tano altri poveri, viene una
lezione che i ricchi dovreb-
bero mandare a memoria,
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Le conflit israélo-arabe
retarde (de 2 h.) 'ouverture
de la Conférence de Genéve

sur les réfugiés africains

Geneve (Palais des Nations). —
C’est avec prés de deux heures de
retard que le secrétaire général de
PONU, Kurt Waldheim a ouvert,
hier matin, au Palais des Nations, la
Conférence internationale sur I’as-
sistance aux réfugiés d’Afrique. La
cause de ce retard: le conflit israélo-
arabe.

Les pays arabes, dont beaucoup
laissaient prévoir d’importantes
contributions, exigeaient en effet
qu’lsraél ne soit pas invité ‘a la
Conférence. Les Etats-Unis, pour
leur part, qui devaient annoncer,
eux aussi, une contribution finan-
ciere appréciable, avaient menacé
de claquer la porte si cette demande
était satisfaite. Ecartelé entre ces
exigences contradictoires, le groupe
africain, qui comprend plusieurs
pays arabes ou musulmans a, pen-
dant les derniéres quarante-huit
heures, fiévreusement débattu de ce
probléeme qui risquait de ruiner
toutes ses espérances: n’attend-il
pas de ces deux jours de délibéra-
tions du Palais des Nations plusieurs
centaines de millions de dollars
pour soulager la misére des quelque
cinq millions de réfugiés du conti-
nent noir?

Finalement, un compromis devait
étre trouvé: réuni pendant plus de
deux heures sur le coup de midi, le
groupe arabe mettait sur pied une
déclaration exposant sa position a
I’encontre d’Israél et protestant con-
tre I'invitation adressée a I’Etat juif.
Cette déclaration devait étre lue en
séance par le Soudan, pays a majo-
rité arabe et musulmane, qui pré-
side cette année le groupe africain.
Quant a la délégation israélienne,
elle resterait a son banc, étant en-
tendu qu’elle ne répliquerait pas.

Dés lors, les gouvernements do-
nateurs pouvaient se succéder a la
tribune pour annoncer les contribu-
tions souvent généreuses, mais dont
il rétait pas toujours possible de
discerner, s’il s’agissait entiérement
de sommes nouvelles ou simple-
ment de montants déja promis, sau-
poudrés, plus ou moins abondam-
ment, d’argent frais.

Pierre Aubert
«apporte» 4,5 millions...

A cet égard, la présentation
suisse, a défaut d’annoncer la con-
tribution la plus éblouissante, a au
moins eu le mérite de la clarté: les
4,5 millions de francs (2,4 millions
de dollars) annoncés par le conseil-
ler fédéral Pierre Aubert, chef du

dans leur totalité, un « effort supplé-
mentaire ». Ils se répartissent ainsi:
2 millions de francs pour financer
de nouvelles actions de secours
d’organisations internationales en
faveur des réfugiés en Afrique;
1,5 million pour l’octroi, en 1981 et
1982, de bourses a4 des étudiants
réfugiés du Tchad; 1 million a I'U-
NICEF pour un projet de réinstalla-
tion de personnes déplacées en Ou-
ganda.

1l faut le préciser, comme I'a fait
M. Aubert, que 44% de I'aide bila-
térale de notre pays sera destinée
cette année a I’Afrique. L’an der-
nier, la Suisse y avait déja dépensé
14 millions de francs suisses au titre
de I'aide multilatérale et 4 millions
pour les actions bilatérales, notam-
ment en Somalie, au Cameroun, au
Soudan et au Zimbabwe.

.. etles USA
285 millions de dollars

Pour l'instant, le «maillot jaune »
de cette course aux contributions
est porté par Mme Jeane Kirkpa-
trick, la nouvelle ambassadrice des
Etats-Unis auprés de I'ONU qui
remplagait a la Conférence de Ge-
néve le vice-président Bush. En an-
nongant une contribution de 285
millions de dollars pour les années
1981 et 1982, I'administration Rea-
gan entend manifestement dissiper
le malaise suscité par la réduction
d’un tiers de l'aide a I’étranger
qu’elle préconise, ainsi que cer-
taines déclarations qui semblaient
indiquer un infléchissement de la
politique américaine en Afrique
australe en faveur de Pretoria.

Aucune condition politique
américaine

Cette somme, qui ne sera assortie
d’aucune condition politique a pré-
cisé Mme Kirkpatrick, se répartit
ainsi: 126,5 millions de dollars au
profit de l'action en Afrique du
Haut-Commissariat de ’'ONU pour
les réfugiés (HCR) et de la Croix-
Rouge internationale ; 80,7 millions
au titre de l'aide alimentaire; 65
millions pour la réinstallation per-
manente de réfugiés en Afrique, et
11,2 millions pour leur réinstalla-
tion aux Etats-Unis a raison de 3800
personnes cette année et 4100 I’an
prochain. .

Cela dit, le montant appréciable
annoncé par les Etats-Unis ne com-
prend pas uniquement de l’argent
frais puisqu’il inclut également leurs
contributions au budget régulier du
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Refugees in an impoverished land

Djibouti's strategic significance should help it to win far more Western aid

From Grahain Hancock
im Drjibouti
Htlﬁib!:ﬂ‘l‘ Wansan Goulpd of
ihe bl of Djbogli e
furned last week (rom a wics
cemful vt to neighbouring
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s within the next
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weighbiiirs and we fedl i s
aur miwilon e do reryihing
we caft fo improve rlalions te-
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and Eikwopia, [jiboull % s
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sputhern neck of the Hed Sep
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A
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I ensuring that Diboutl's nas-
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Yark
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numbers vinee independence In
177, Aboul  4.000 Freach
troeps are slallonsd here
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Moa Dijibsenyl officials agtee
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World hunger
grows daily

These photos of the deteriorating food situation around the world are from
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), to illu-
strate the Fund raising Conference for Refugees that started recently in Ge-
neva, Switzedand. (Above), Starving refugees in a camp near Karamoja,
Uganda. (Below left), A little Ethiopian child drinks water in the Jalalaksi
refugee camp in Somalia, and (bottomn right), some of the 90,000 Chadian
refugees gather at a water point in Kousseri, Northern Cameroon. (Center
right), A women in a graveyard near Ahwaz, Iran, weeps for her husband
who was killed during an Iragi missile attack, Her children are with her and
the one at center has fainted.







Africi, taj smer je esto od usiova u kojima preti smrt od gladi:

Privredni Tregled,

Belgrade

IZBEGLICE U AFRICI — EKONOMSKA DIMENZIJA

SOPSTVENI RAZVOJ ZEMALJA UTOCISTA
USTUKNUO PRED HUMANOSCU

Kretanja stanovnitve iz ekonomskih i drugih razloga po pravilu
imaju smer od lodih uslova ka boljim moguénostima. -- U

do.uslova koji su tek neito malo bolji

KOLIKO stvamo ima izbeglica
u Africi? Na ovo pitanje tetko do
iko moZs dati tatan odgovor.
Viade afritkih zemalja dostavile
su visokom komesdru Ujedinjenih
nacija 2z izbeglice (UNHOR)
podatke o zvanitno registrovenim
izbegiicama na swojim teritorijima
1 ukupan broj lica van domovine
procenile na pet miliona, o je
polovina ukupnog broja izbeglica
u svetu. Medutim, dobri poznava-
oci prilike smatraju da je ova
procena uzdrang i de stvarni broj
izbeglica premaiuje broj zvaniéno
registrovanih.

Krhke privrede afri¢kih zerm-
lja nisy, niti ée bijti u stanju da
same podnesu ovaj dodatni teret
bez ozbiljnih posledica po razvoj i
uslove Zivota sopstvenog stanov-
nittva. Pozivajuéi se na princip
kolektivhe medunarodne oegovor-
nosti, Ujedinjene nacije su sazvale
Medunarodnu konferenciju za.po-
moé izbeglicama u Africi (ICA-
RA), na kojoj e se u Zenevi od 9.
do 10. aprila ove godine pokusati
da obezbedi bar. deo- sredstava od
‘ukupno 1,5 milijardu, dolara za

zadovoljavanje asnovnih potreba i
relavanje problema afri¢kih izbeg-
lica.

Dokument .za Konferenciju
pod naslovom ,,Situacije sa izbeg-
licame u Africi i predioZene mere
pomodi’ . istiCe da je od 15
milijardu dolera koliko je potreb-
no za realizaciju programa prula-
nja pomoti africkim Eheglicama,
neophodno odvojiti 450 miliona
za preduzimanje hitnth mera
1981. i 1982. godine. Ova svota
ukljuduje i 69,2 miliona dolara za
obezbedivanje skloniita i hrane za
novoprispele izbeglice.

Za program dodatnie neposred-
ne pomoéi je potrebno 511,1
miliona dolara, od Cega je najveti
deo namenjon obrazovanju {104,1
miliona dolara), zdravstvu (98
miliona dolara), smeitaju (52,1
Jniliona ' dolara) i drugim delat-
nostima. Program ukljuduje i
312,7 miliona dolara za razlidite
projekte namenjene jadanju priv-
reda afritkith driava‘ u. kojima
borave izbeglice.

Smawa-.%e da u Sudanu ima
~ilogainih useljenika” isto' toliko

koliko i zvani&no registrovanih,
&o stvara posebne tefkode. Sli¢ha
je situacija i u Somaliji. Nepoznati
su podeci o izbeglicama iz Juine
Afrike, kao i o.licima koja su u
toku borbe za siobodu napustila
svoja ognjilts,

NajteZa situacija viada, sva-
kako, na Rogu Afrike. Tokom
proteklih meseci stotine hiljada
muikaraca, Zena i dece slilo se u
vet prenatrpane logore u Somaliji,
D2ibutiju i Sudanu, a mnogi su
prona8li utolilta van organizo-
vanih naselja. U Somaliji, u kojoj
jo broj i2beglica dostigao nevero-

wvatnu cifru od 1,540.000 osoba,
* svaki Eetwrti stanovnik je izbegli-

ca, dok u DZ2ibutiju oni'predstav-
ljaju 12 odsto ukupne populacije.

Ni u drugim krajevima kon-
tinenta situacijs nije mnogo bolja.
Gradanski rat u Cadu naterao je
100 hiljada osoba da potrale
utodiste u Kemerunu, Nigeriji i
drugim zemljama Afrike, a ito
toliko fjudi prebeglo je krajem
pro¥le godine iz Ugande u Zalr.
Od 1975. godine do danas broj
izheglica u Africi poveéaveo se po
prosednoj stopi dnevno od 2.000
osoba, ili 25 puta. vie od

‘svetskog proseka.

Kretanja stanovnitva iz 'eko-
nomskih i drugih razloga po

Aftenposten, Norway

16,9 millioner til

A-6 April 1981

pravilu imaju smer od logih usiova
ka boljim moguénastima. U Afri-
ci, taj smer jo &esto — od usiova u
kojima preti smrt od gladi, do
uslova koji su tek nelto malo
bolji. Utestalost prebegavanja pre-
ko granice zbog ekonomskih raz-
loga je ¢esto pod uticajem faktora
srodnosti. Cinjenica je da kombi-
nacija ova dva faktora zadaje
najvile problema.

Izbeglice koje ostaju van logors
predstavijaju dodatno opterecenje
2a nacionalne programe pojedinih
zemalja, kao 3$to su programi
distribucije hrane, zdravstvene
nege i drugi. Vetina izbeglica
poti¢e iz seoskih oblasti i ne
poseduju znanja-i veltine koje bi
im omogudéile da se bave drugim
posiovima, ¢ak i kada bi za to
postojale moguénosti. Stoga se
oni javljaju keso oitra konku-
rencijo fokatnom seoskom stanow-
niftw u pogledu ispale, koris¢enja
obradive zemlje i dobijanja posla.
Konkurencija na onom ekonom-
skom nivou na kome se nalaze
africke zemlje utolidta ima ten-
dendiju da bude pogubna za obe’
strane.

Naglo povecinje broja izbeglica
kojih je svakog dana sve vise,
nametnulo je teZak teret privreda-
ma zemalja utodifta.. {(Z & —PL

Afrika-flykininger

Av JAN-ERIK SMILDEN

Norge vil gi 16.5 millioner
kroner til afrikanske flyktninger.
Belopet skal tas fra utenriks-
departementets budsjett til ka-
tastrofehjelp.

Bevilgningen er gitt i for-
bindelse med FNs konferanse
for afrikanske flyktninger som
apnes i Genéve i formiddag.
Norsk delegasjonsleder er stats-
sekretzer Johan Jorgen Holst.

Konferansen er kommet i
stand blant annet etter afri-
kansk press. Halvparten av ver-
dens flyktninger befinner seg i
Afrika, og de afrikanske landene

mener at deres problemer har
fatt alt for lite oppmerksomhet,
sammenliknet med blant annet
de vietnamesiske batflyktninge-
ne. Flyktninge-problemet i In-
dokina ble behandlet pa en FN-
konferanse for halvannet ar si-
dern.

Organisasjonen av afrikanske
stater OAU har bedt om hjelp
ni til sammen seks milliarder
kroner. Et slikt belep er ned-
vendig for 4 unngi flyktning-
ckatastrofer i tida som kommer.
Heoykommisszren i Geneve og
andre FN-orgnaisasjoner har bi-
dratt med fjerdeparten. Frem-
deles mangler det 4.5 milliarder

kroner, noe man haper verdens:
land vil bevilge i lopet av de to
konferansedagene i Geneve.

Det er tvilsomt om afrikaner-
ne vil fa sA mye som de ber om,
men trolig vil det bli bevilget
milliardbelop. Pengene vil bli
brukt til hjelpearbeide i de 25
land i Afrika hvor det opphol-
der seg flyktninger.

Det afrikanske flyktninge-
problemet er svart alvorlig. De
fleste flyktningene lever pa et
eksistensminimum, og sykdom
og nod herjer overalt. Spesielt il-
le er det pa Afrikas Horn hvor
man n& blant annet trues av en
ny stor torkekatastrofe.
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conferenza

sui profughi in Africa

A Ginevra vari Paesi hanno promesso numerosi contri-
buti per i rifugiati nel continente nero - All'incontro

umanitario erano assenti

GINEVRA, 11

La Conferenza internazionale per 1’As-
sistenza ai profughi in Africa & giunta
alla conclusione dei due giorni dr lavori
praticamente raggiungendo, se non su-
perando gli obiettivi che si era prelissi,

Gli impegni di contributi supplemen-
tari ai programmi delle organizzazio-
ni umanitarie sono superiori ai 500 mi-
lioni di dollari richiesti per i prossimi
18 mesi. E tutto lascia ben sperare an-
che per i programmi a lunga scadenza,
quelli dei prossimi 4-5 anni, che secon-
do I’Alto Commissariato delle Nazioni
Unite per i profughi (UNHCR) coste-
ranno, nell’assieme, circa un miliardo e
200 milioni di dollari.

Alla Conferenza — presieduta dal seare-
tario generale del’lONU Kurt Wa:dheim
— hanno partecipato delegazioni G1 nna
novantina di Paesi, dell’Organizzazio-
ne per I'Unitd Africana (OUA) e del-
I’Alto Commissariato per i Rifugiati.

Con interventi prolungatisi fino alla
tarda serata di ieri, i rappresentanti di
numerosi Paesi hanno ricordato le gra-
vi condizioni in cui versano circa 5 mi.
lioni di persone fuggite dalle zone ai
conflitti in varie regioni dell’Africa per
rifugiarsi in Paesi dello stesso conti-
nente che sono tra i piut poveri del mon-
do e che gia soffrono per le carestie,
per la siccitd e per condizioni sanitarie
precarie. Per ogni due profughi nel
mondo — & stato detto — uno e afri-
cano. Ed un africano su ottanta & pro-
fugo.

Alla conferenza, nonostante il triste
problema all’esame, non sono mancati
incidenti, anche se di scarso rilievo.
Ad esempio, da parte di alcuni Paesi
Arabi, vi & &stata un’azione di proiesta
per la presenza di Israele. Qualche de-
legazipne, per manifestare la sua oppo-

I'URSS e i

Paesi socialisti

sizione, non ha voluto presenziare alla
parte inaugurale dell’incontro. La Libia
e arrivata al punto di ritirare la sua
partecipazione, pur essendo gia arriva-
ta a Ginevra un’apposita rappresen-
tanza.

In numerosi discorsi & stato espres-
so rammarico per. l'assenza di Unione
Sovietica e dei Paesi socialisti (salvo
Cuba, presente in quanto Paese non
allineato, ed il Vietnam) ad un incon-
tro umanitario al quale erano stati in-
vitati. Rammarico esteso anche al man-
cato contributo degli stessi Paesi allo
sforzo finanziario per assistere milioni
di persone, in maggioranza donne e
bambini, che versano nelle condizioni
piu disperate.

Tra i contributi piu consistenti an-
nunciati alla Conferenza vi sono quelli
degli Stati Uniti, con 285 milioni di dol-
lari ripartiti negli anni 1981 e 1982, del-
I’Arabia Saudita, con 30 milioni di dol-
lari e della Germania Federale con 40
milioni.

Anche il contributo dell’Italia — an-
nunciato dal sottosegretario agli Eeste-
ri Costantino Belluscio nel suo odierno
intervento — non & certamente trascu-
rabile: si tratta di 15 milioni di dolla-
ri, in aiuti alimentari, sanitari ed al-
T’agricoltura, cui si aggiungono due mi-
lioni che vanno direttamente aii’Alto
Commissariato per i Profughi oltre alle
somme gia stabilite in precedenza. In-
fine, altri 11,2 milioni di dollari sono
l’equivalente della partecipazione ita-
liana del 12 per cento all’aiuto di circa
68 milioni di dollari della Comunita
Economica Europea, nel suo assieme.

Complessivamente, I'Italia dara 28,2
milioni di dollari nel 1981 per aiutcre
i profughi dell’Africa.
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Vandaag hulpkonferentie in Genéye
Afrika vraagt hulp voor
vijf miljoen viuchitelingen

De bootvluchtelingen van Zuidoost-Azié
en, vorig jaar, de massale exodus van Cuba-
nen naar de Verenigde Staten, waar ze
(aanvankelijk) entoesiast verwelkomd wer-
den in tegenstelling tot de zwarte Haitia-
nen die nog steeds met terugsturing naar
diktator ,Baby Doc” Duvalier worden be-
dreigd, zijn twee vluchtelingenproblemen
die heel wat aandacht hebben getrokken.
Waarbij werd vergeten dat de toestand in
Afrika op dat gebied dramatisch aan het
worden is. En om die problemen in de
aktualiteit te brengen wordt vandaag en

‘orgen in Genéve een Internationale kon-
..rentie over hulp aan vluchtelingen in
Afrika (ICARA) gehouden.

Van Afrikaanse zijde werd niet ten onrechte

geklaagd dat het aantal vluchtelingen op het
zwarte kontinent veel talrijker is — in totaal telt
Afrika vijf miljoen vluchtelingen op een totaal
van tien miljoen in de hele wereld — maar dat
niettemin de meeste hulp naar elders ging. Zij re-
kenden uit dat vorig jaar door de hulporganiza-
ties van de Verenigde Naties en andere instellin-
gen 50 dollar per hoofd aan Aziatische vluchte-
lingen werd gespendeerd en slechts 22 dollar per
Afrikaan.

Die kritiek heeft er al toe geleid dat de hoge
.kommissaris van de Verenigde Naties, Paul
Hartling, dit jaar de helft van zijn budget in Afri-
ka zal besteden, wat beantwoordt aan de verhou-
ding Afrikaanse vluchtelingen op het totaal,
tegenover vorig jaar slechts een vierde. De Afri-
kaanse staten slaagden er ook in via de algeme-
ne vergadering van de Verenigde Naties de
sekretaris-generaal, Kurt Waldheim, aan te spo-
ren tot het organizeren van een biezondere
hulpkonferentie omdat de gewone hulpverle-
ning verre van toereikend is daar de grootste
problemen zich voordoen in landen die er in nor-
male tijden maar nauwelijks in slagen te overle-
ven.

Waldheim is op dat verzoek ingegaan, en in sa-
menwerking met de Organizatie voor Afrikaan-
se Eenheid en de Hoge Kommissaris voor vluch-
telingen van de VN werden de lidstaten en
organizaties allerhande opgeroepen vandaag in
Genéve samen te komen. Gehoopt wordt dat er
zowat 40 miljard Bfr. spoedhulp zal kunnen
worden bijeengebracht.

VS-Sovjetunie

Verwacht wordt dat de Verenigde Staten, die
om hun imago in Afrika wat op te vijzelen na hun
pro-Zuidafrikaanse koerswending vice-presi-
dent Bush uitsturen, zich even genereus zullen
tonen als onlangs op de hulpkonferentie voor
Zimbabwe in Salisbury, waar zij onverwacht met
225 miljoen dollar over de brug kwamen. Van de
Sovjetunie wordt gevreesd dat zij evenmin als in
Salisbury geld op tafel zal leggen. In Salisbury

kon dat nog worden uitgelegd als een uiting van .

ongenoegen over de uiterst koele houding van
de marxistische premier Mugabe tegenover de
Sovjetunie, die tijdens de bevrijdingsoorlog op
zijn rivaal Joshua Nkomo wedde, maar het argu-

ment dat de Sovjetunie niet dient te betalen voor
de ellende die volgens haar het gevolg is van het
westerse kolonialisme is biezonder zwak. Des te
meer daar ook de Sovjetunie niet elke verant-
woordelijkheid kan worden ontzegd voor de
strubbelingen die zich met een bijna trieste
regelmaat in Afrika voordoen.

De laatste in de reeks konflikten was de bur-
geroorlog in Tsjaad, die eind vorig jaar voorlopig
eindigde door de interventie van Libié aan de zij-
de van president Goukouni Oueddei. Die oorlog
joeg 300.000 tot 400.000 mensen de grenzen over.
Zowat 268000 inwoners van Tsjaad staken de
Charirivier over naar Cameroun, 7.000 vonden
een toevlucht in de Centraal-Afrikaanse Repu-
bliek en ruim 100.000 in Nigeria. Een niet bekend
aantal bevindt zich in Soedan, van waaruit de
verslagen Tsjaadse minister van Defensie His-
sen Habré de strijd tegen president Oueddei
hoopt voort te zetten.

Hoorn

Dat kan het arme Soedan bijkomende last
bezorgen mochten troepen van Tsjaad en Libié
de rebellen over de grens beginnen te achtervol-
gen, een Soedan dat ten gevolge van de oorlogen
in de Hoorn van Afrika al voor bijna 500.000
vluchtelingen dient te zorgen. Deze zijn vanaf de
revolutie van 1974 in Addis Abeba uit Ethiopié en
uit Eritrea, ten gevolge van de hevige gevechten
tussen de Eritrese opstandelingen en het Ethio-
pische leger, de Soedanese grens beginnen over-
steken. Ook Djibouti heeft zijn deel — 42000
mensen — gekregen en de vluchtelingen maken
daar nu 12 th. van de bevolking uit. Het meest
dramatisch is de toestand in Somalia dat sedert
1978, toen Ethiopié de provincie Ogaden op het
Somalische leger heroverde, ongeveer 13 mil-
joen Somali's uit de Ogaden opving.

In zuidelijk Afrika is met de onafhankelijkheid
van Zimbabwe de toestand vee! verbeterd. Naar
Botswana, Mozambique en Zambia gevluchte
mensen werden in het voorbije jaar grotendeels
gerepatrieerd. Maar dan zijn er nog de kwestie-
Namibie en de apartheid in Zuid-Afrika, waar-
door tienduizenden naar Angola, Lesotho, Swazi-
land, Mozambique, Zambia en zelfs tot in Ghana
en Algiers zijn gevlucht.

Alhoewel in Centraal-Afrika de situatie de
laatste tijd rustig is gebleven, zijn er nog belang-
rijke vluchtelingenproblemen ten gevolge van
eerdere konflikten. Zo leven er nu 234.590 Rwan-
dese vluchtelingen in Burundi, dat op zijn beurt
130.000 burgers in Tanzania heeft leven, terwijl
ook Oeganda 78.000 Rwandese vluchtelingen telt.
En door de interne strubbelingen in Zaire en de
wederzijdse subversieve akties tussen Angola en
Zaire zijn nogmaals tienduizenden naar de
buurlanden gegaan.

Om al die verplaatste personen niet alleen de
elementaire noodhulp te kunnen geven, maar
ook de middelen om zichzelf in leven te houden
en om zich — ingeval repatriéring niet mogelijk
is — te integreren in hun nieuwe woongebied,
wordt de huidige konferentie georganizeerd.

PAUL VANDEN BAVIERE
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SOCIETE

frique: le continent

des réfugiés

Chassés par les guerres, les révolutions et la famine, 5 millions d’hommes,
de femmes et d'enfants sont en quéte d'un asile. Somalie, Ethiopie,
Zimbabwe, Cameroun: Sylviane Stein revient des camps de la désolation.

De notre envorée spéciale
{rique 1981 : sur 400 miliions
J’habitants, § millions d'enfants,
de ferames et dhommes. bal-
lottés d'un bout du continent a
Vautre, cherchent refuge. De guerre
d'independance en coup d'Etat, de
conflit fratricide en révolution plus ou
moins orchestrée, de sécheresse abo-
minable cn famine galopante, 1z moitié
des réfugiés de la plandte survit ou
meurt en Afrique, ignorée des bien-
nourris. En zigzag. j'al parcouru cet
enfer inceriain que I'odys«ée des « boat
people » d'Asie tendait & {aire oublier.

Tompérature moyenne @ 42° La
région du Gedo. au nord-ouest de
Mogadiscio, en Somalie, est une four-
naise exempla:re. Depuis la capitale,
;i faut huit heures de Land Rover sur
V¢ piste de cauchemar — pierraille,
cnanssée rochsuse, sable rouge tourbil-
lonnant — pour rejoindre Lugh. Clest
T'une des cing aires d'accueil des réfu-
gids  de P'Ogeden ¢éthiopien. des
nomadas éleveurs de chévres er de
dromadaires qui fuient le guerre. Sur
e chemin, jaillivsant de la brousse, des
sithouettes fantomatiques, une longue
badine sur i'épaule, tentent d'arréter
la voiture. lLe doigt posé sur la levre
inférieure. une calebasse brandie. des
hommes et des enfants aux yeux fié-
vreux mendient up peu dean.. Iy a
lengtemps que la Somalie a oublié
I'existence de la pluie.

Le camp : des huttes arrondies en
jgloo au milieu du désert. Sous ces
is de branchages recouverts d'une
roussie ou d'une natte  vivent
454 000 personnes. réparties en huit
villages ! Un record. mais. en Somalie,
les camps n’en finissent pas de débor-
der. Aux cdtés de 4 millions de Soma-
liens, il y a aujourd’hui 1 mitlfoh
d'Ethiopiens répartis ,dans trente-trois
camps, sans parier de tous Jes réfugiés
gui sont égarés sur le ferritoire,
SRS o s g oo BB £ " L s W T e S A o el sy
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300000, 30G 000, 700000, qui sait?
Les chiffres astronomiques de la misére
perdent leur sens. Jusgu'en décembre
dernier, ¢'est av rythme de 20 000 par
jour que les fugitifs pénétraient dans
le pavs. Depuis janvier. les entrées
quotidicanes sont tombées a 4 000.
Ce jour-la. 2 Ban Mundul, le plus
récent camp du Gedo, il y a 350 nou-
veaux arrivés. Des femmes, des vieil-
lards et surtout des enfants: 60 %
des réfugiés ont moins de 15 ans.
Fatima Mohamed Abdi a 23 ans,

un bébé sur les bras etr.. cing autres

enfants, dont ainé a 9 ans, Clest une

Réfugiés 1chadiens
a Kousseri

(Cameroun).

(LIRS o

Marahan, une nomade d'ethnie soma-
lie qui est 1a depuis quelques heures
a peine, écrasée de chaleur, sans autre
protection contre le soleil qu'un turban
noir sur la téte. « Depuis I'Ethio-
pie, raconte-t-elle, j’ai marché deux
semaines jusqu'a un camp & la fron-
tiere, avec des femmes de ma famille
et les enfants, en buvant juste un peu
d’eau et sans rien trouver i manger. »
Apres deux jours dans un camp de
transit, le groupe a été acheminé en
camion vers Lugh, par le haut-commis-
sariat des Nations unies pour les réfu
giés (H.cr), qui coordonne laide
internationale en Somalie comme dans
dix-sept autres pays d’Afrique.

Récits de tueries, de troupeaux cap-
turés par des Boronas (tribu éthio-
pienne) armés de fusils : récits nou-
veaux. Jusqu'alors, l'agresseur désigné

était le soldat éthiopien ou ['avion
soviétique. C'est par lintermédiaire
d’un interprete officieux gue nous

découvrons cet aspect inédit de la
guerre. Méfiante a I'égard des traduc-
teurs officiels, I'égquipe suisse qui admi-
nistre toute I'aide sanitaire de Ja région
a trouvé, pour nous guider, un adoles-
cent qui parle parfaitement anglais.
Abdi, 13 ans, tout droit sorti d'une
« boarding school » de Nairobi, est
un réfugié kenyan.

Abdi traduit vite et bien. Peut-étre
trop bien pour la police politiqgue du
camp, qui linterpelle et le frappe. a
quelques metres d'un dispensaire que
nous sommes en train de visiter... I} est
vraisemblablement préférable. pour la
propagande somalienne, de désigner
Tennemi sous le masque unique de
PArmée éthiopienne.

Hans Ruedi Bachmann, cet insti-
tuteur suisse d’une cinquantaine d’an-
nées qui coordonne l'assistance aux
réfugiés du Gedo au nom du Hcur.
craint, pour apres notre départ, des




L'0Opinion, Morocco

LES NOUVEAUX

DAMNES DE

fls sont cing millions, vomis de leur terre
natale pourtant réputée accueillante qui, pour
un sombre potentat qui a4 cause de la sécheresse
s sont les damnés de I'hospitaliere terre d'Afri
que ces femmes, ces vieillards, ces enfants
mais aussi ces hommes qui, de nuit ou de jour,
ont plié un mince bagage pour de nouveaux ho-
rizons. Oh, pas trés lointains, mals combien dif
ficiles a4 atteindre. Il ont traversé des fleuves,
bravé la nature. Ils étaient indifférents au
froid et a la chaleur implacables. Pour eux, seul
comptait fuir. Quitter ’enfer € la tourmente
pour quelque havre de paix.

On en comptait prés d'un million en 1970.
Leur nombre a aujourd’hui quintuplé. Et rien
n'y faisant, ce nombre continuera de croitre.

. Actuellement, un réfugié sur deux est afri-
cain.
Le probléme des réfugiés est I'un des au-
tres maux de I’Afrique. Un de ceux que les Afri

tion di également a la terrible sécheresse qui
a sévi de 1968 a 1973. :

~ Du sort des réfugiés en Afrique, 'opinion
Internationale ne s’en émeut point ou presque.
Lointaine de la toute proche Afrique, I’Europ®
demeure insensible au drame faute, il faut 18
dire, d’information.

L’OUA, linstitution au sein de laquelle doit
étre trouvé le remede est, on le sait, tiraillée
par les nombreux problémes du continent Des
problémes souvent marginaux et qui releguent
les plus pressants, les plus important; au se-
cond plan,

C’est, le 25 novembre 1980, I'assemblée gé-
nérale de 'ONU, qui décide de convoquer une
con_férence Internationale sur les réfugiés en
Afrique. Une manifestation de solidarité qui a
atteint certeg ses objectifs mais qui ne saurait
constituer un leurre pour l'Afrique. Car, com-
me nous le dit si justement M. A. Baddou, l'as-
sistance aux réfugiés ne saurait étre institution-

LA TERRE

cains ignorent ou f{eignent d’'ignorer. Le plus
lourd, certainement, de conséquences. E!, sa-
chan: les faibles revenus de la quasi-totalité d.e’s
pays d'Afrique, 'on ne pouyrait que s'inquié-
ter et appréhender les aléas quotidiens de la
nouvelle existence des réfugiés.

Iis +>nt 1540000 en Somalie, 490 000 au Sou-
dan et forment 12 % de la population a Dji-
bouti. Persécutées ou déplacées, ces populations
ne connaissent jamais de répit. Loin s’en faut.
Leur vie : un cauchemar,; leur destin : I'exil, la
souffrance et la famine quotidienne.

En butte hier & I'exaction ou victimes de la
sécheresse, les réfugiés en Afrique sont aujour-
d'hui exposés & la maladie.

L’Afrique, un continent, a ce niveau éclate‘:
Cing millions d’étres qu'a chassés, les_éparpll-
lant ¢a et 13, les souffles des guerres civiles ou
fratricides. Un déplacement massif de popula-

nelle et seules les solutions permanentes con-
stituent le remé&de approprié.

Des campagnes d’information et de sensibi-
lisation doivent étre entreprises, d’abord, au ni-
veau africain. Elles permettront aux Africains
de prendre conscience de l'ampleur du drame
et de ses origines. Par dela les solutions provi-
volres, les gouvernements africains se doivent
de rechercher, 3 moyen ou i long terme, celles
4 méme de résoudre définitivement le probléeme
des réfugtés.

A l'évidence, seule une action au niveau de
I'OUA et qui viserait & metre fin aux guerres
que se livrent les Afrlcains entre eux pourrait
arrtér I'exode massif des populations.

Ei si les déserts ne sauraient en 1'état actuel
de la technologie, redevenir fertiles pour que
reviennent s'y établir leurs populations, une gc-
tion conjuguée des Africains en faveur de la
paix et de la concorde mettrait un terme a l'inef-
fable mi%gre des réfugiés en Afrique.

Mustafa NASSIRY
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L’assistance aux réfugiés d’Afrigue X ;
RUELQUES REFLEXIDNS SUR LA CONFERENCE DE GEMEVE

A Dissue de la conférence
Internationale sur 1’Assgistance
aux Reéfugiés d’Afrique (voir
«le Renouveau n®756) qui s’est
tenue a Genéve les 9 et 10 awil
sous 1'égide de 'ONU, de I'OUA
et du Haut Commissariat des
Nations Unies pour les Réfugiés
(HC.R.)Ja Communauté Inter-

nationale a promls des contri-

butions s’élevant a 560 millions

de dollars U.S. Quelques réflé-

xions s’imposent sur cette confé-
rence de la solidarité avec notre
continent .Remarquons tout d’a-
bord que sur les 560 millions/es

Etats-Unis contribuent pour plus
de la moitié de ce montant, avec
285 millions.La C.E.E.avec 68
millions, la R.F.A. avec

34,5 millions, le yapon avec 33
millions et I’Arabie \aoudlte avec
30 millions suivent loin derriére
les U.S.A. Pour évaluer cette
assistance, comparons la avec
d’autres gestes récents envers
d’autres situations.L’année der-
niére,une conférence d'aide au
Cambodge a réuni 600 millions
de dollars, soit un peu plus que
pour les réfugiés d’Afrique.ll y a
en 1981, 5 millions de réfugiés en

Afrique répartis sur plus de 25
pays.Au mois de mars de cette
année, une conférence d’aide
économique au Zimbabwe avait
enregistré des promesses pour
plus d’1 milliard de dollars.

Force et de constater que la
cause des réfugiés africains n’est
pas aussi mobilisatrice qu’elie
devrait 1'étre. A Genéve , de
nombreux pays n'ont fait que
figurer tandis que d’autres
ne se sont méme pas dérangés
pour observer comme ils ’avaient
fait pour le Cambodge et les Boat
People vietnamiens.

Les Africains n’ont pas bien
comprls I'absence, inexpliquée
jusqu'ici  des represcntants des
- pays socialistes européens a l'ex-
ception de la Yougoslavie Cette
absence des socialistes a d’ailleurs
fait 1'objet de commentaires
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Un pays comme le Cameroun
ou le Soudan qui eon! aceueilli
récemment fes victimes des guer-
es civiies de leur région respecti-
ve comptent sur de lurges (ten-
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dues de terres cultivabies pour
insialler leurs rétugiéstls sea-
tiront mwoins teur poids quun
avs comme Yo Burundi gui doit
ahsorher 200,000 personner sur
un tecritoire réduit, des infrasiru-
ciures sociales A ia dimension
de ses moyens et une organis:.-
lion socio-¢ronomique hagée sur
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zouveni que fes r»"fu s cgasésen«
tent phra de 6% de ta po pubation
totale de ce pays (m'm-m malyr
des efforts !o«'"ble“ et uge p:u't
du hudget social(Education San-
té Promotion socialedyii repré-
sente prés de 5300 du budget de
PEtat, seolarise moins de 20%
_des enfants seolarisables . compie
11 médecin pour 34.000 habitants
e, un infrmier pouwr 16.000
habitants.Le réfugié constitue
pour ce secteur une charge de
plus en plus lourde, sans poiier
des effets dans fe domaine de
Pemploi.

B y. a généralement une
tendance dans ka communauté
nterpationale que 'on ne penss
pas @ eeux gui ne crient pos
assez. fort. L'Africain a2 souvent
tendance & aider son frére dans
fa diserétion , et plus on est ac-
cueiliant envers Pétranger pluc on
altire les maiheureux. voire fes
moins matheureux.A ce propos,
ne peut-on pas étre légitmement
fier que les ressortizsants des
pays veising n'ayant pas ke slatut
de réfugiés et n'avant aucune
ravon de s'en réclumer, aiment
bien venir chercher un empioi
dons notre pays pour v vivie 7

Come Mikaza
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Siete felici? Certo
olete restare qui? No

DAR ES SALAAM, aprile
— Due ore di volo su un
piccolo turbo-elica da Dar
es Salaam a Tabora, nel-
linterno, a Occidente, ed
altre due ore su una
land-rover che arranca sul-
le piste in terra battuta tor-
mentate e disfatte dalle
piogge. Siamo finalmente a
Ulyankulu, nel distretto di
Urambo, dove & sorto un
villaggio di alcune migliaia
di profughi burundesi, re-
golarmente registrato dal
governo, al pari di tutti gli
altri centri abitati della
Tanzania. Si ha immedia-
tamente l'impressione che,
qui, ’'atmosfera politica sia
profondamente diversa da
quella truce che grava sul
Sudan. Ma non ¢ da pensa-
re che qui si nuoti nell’o-
ro.

‘Chi sono questi profughi?
Sono Wahutu fuggiti dal
Burundinel 1972, quando su
queste misere tribu di con-
tadini si abbatté, dopo una
lunga feroce guerra, l'ulti-
ma delle grandi persecu-
zioni dei loro secolari nemi-
ci, i pastori Watutsi. Dice
un giovane che parla un
buon francese appreso nel-
le sctuiole secondarie: «Mi
salvai nascondendomi sot-
to un cumulo di morti e fe-
riti, caduti sotto i colpi di
armi da fuoco e di lances.
Una carneficina di cui l’o-
ﬁinione pubblica mondiale

a avuto qualche nozione,

lontani echi di eventi orren-
di. «0Oggi — conclude — i
contadini, nel Burundi, vi-
vono bene ma per gli intel-
{ettuali, vivere nel Burun-
di, & impossibile». E lui si
considera un intellettuale.
L’apparente contraddizio-
ne (i contadini hutu che vi-
vrebbero bene in un paese
dominato dai pastori tutsi)
induce a domandare se il
nostro interlocutore abbia
mai pensato ad un’intesa
tra poveri hutu e poveri tut-
si (che — conferma — ci
sono, e molti). Ma & una
domanda che forse potreb-
be porre, al é)ari di noi, un
marziano. Si vede dallo
sguardo, sorpreso, allibito
del giovane interpellato.

La Tanzania é un paese

magnifico, dalle coste as-
sai belle, e la provincia di
Tabora & alta, fresca, dove
domina una lussureggiante
vegetazione subequatoria-
le. Ma la Tanzania é pove-
ra e ai suoi 18 milioni di
abitanti si devono aggiun-

- Malawi,

_problema

di Piero

cente arrivati dall’Uganda.
Ora, perd — dice il mini-
stro degli Interni,; Muhiddin
Kimario-— gli ugandesj co-
minciano a tornarée relli}o-
7o patria «liberatas. Neoiie
pit come’ nel :periedo” che
si concluse nel 1974, quando
i profughi’ arrivavano-in
massda. Ora vengono si:‘dal
dallo Zaire, dal
\ rica e perfino dalle
isole Comore ma a piceoli
gruppi. Siamo . poveri —
continua il ministro — e at-
tendiamo-un indispensabile
contributo di 11 milioni di
dollari dalla €Conferenza di
Ginevra. Abbiamo distri-
buito la terra ai ﬁrofughi,
quattro = mila chilometri
uadrati, e stanziato 9 mi-
toni di scellini per cinque
anni. Per ora, dei 150 mila

Sud

‘profughi (dei quali 74 mila

provenienti dal Burundi)
solo i 30 mila di Mishamo
sono_autosufficienti. Ecco,
«quello dei profughi ¢ un
r internazionale,
‘intera comunita mondiale
deve farsene caricos.
una frase che si sentira
spesso ripetere, un monoto-
no ritornello.
. Il governo di Julius Nye-
rere basa la sua politica
estera «sull’amiciziacon
tutte le nazioni, sulla lotta
a tutte le forme di colonia-
lismo, neocolonialismo,
apartheid e discriminazio-
ne razziale, sulla ricerca
dell’unita africana, della li-
berta e dell’indipendenza,

e sui principi del non-alli-
neamento e del buon vici-
nato». In materia di profu-
.ghi, ha messo in pratica
questi principii. Ha offerto
ai rifugiati burundes: an-
che la possibilita di acqui-
stare la nazionalita tanza-
niana. E uno sforzo lodevo-
le che non é pero bastato
a_meritarsi nemmeno la
piu breve delle segnalazio-
ni da parte della grande
stampa internazionale. E
tuttavia, per rifarsi a quan-
to diceva il ministro degli
Interni, neanche questa
manifestazione di generosi-

ta puo costituire la soluzio-

ne di un problema che ca-
ratterizza questa fine di se-

Quaglierini

colo come l’epoca in cui tu-
multuosamente, senza al-
cun ordine apparente, si
presentano in modo tragi-
co, ora per i pit deboli e
domani per una opionione
pubblica «sviluppata» ma
tuttora distratta, i conti di
uno stato di cose incivile
durato tropﬁg a lungo, se-
coli di saccheggio e di pra-
tica imposizione della piu
abissale ignoranza.

Una donna che, bambino
sulla schiena, sta zappet-
tando davanti alla sua ca-
panna, risponde di non sa-
pere quanti anni ha. Che
sia giovane lo sa ma di cer-
to non se lo domanda." Se-
guita a far figli — ne ha

id sei — e tanto basta.
‘sintellettuale» che ci par-
la dice che qui la terra non
é tanto fertile, che il lavoro
non rende quanto sarebbe
necessario ma si sente che

sotto le sue parole c’¢ uno’

spesso strato di nozione
dell’Africa, ignoto a chi fa
domande sul «come vive-
tes, «che cosa fates, ecc.,

I colleghi anglosassoni,
con la loro cultura di stam-
Ppo pragmatico vanno, inve-
ce, al sodo e, a questo e
a quello, pongono domande
precise per avere delle pre-
cise risposte, come in un
verbale. E spesso sono in-
dotti a trasecolare.

— Sei tu felice, qui?

— Yes

— Sufficiente il cibo?

— Yes

— Vuoi tu restare qui?

— No.

Perché? Perché se gli
adulti (che non perdono
tanto facilmente la loro
identita, ed anzi, la difen-
dono)- sacrificano il loro
sentimento per il paese na-

_tio a beneficio dei figli, for-

se per istinto sentono che
alla lunga un’altra compli-
cazione cadra sui loro di-
scendenti, tanzaniani si ma
di provenienza diversa. So-
no complicazioni che si so-
vrappongono a quelli che
discendono da quei confini
geopolitici che, di marca
colonialista quanto si vo-

glia, debbono tuttavia esse-
re salvaguardati per evita-
re baruffe anche maggiori
e il conseguente ricolo
del ritorno di qualche «pro-
tettore» esterno o interno al
continente. Ma, ad. ogni
modo, sono una croce da
portarsi a spalla. Ora, i lo-
ro figli, nati nell’emigrazio-
ne, «chi» saranno? Saranno
assimilati, perderanno la
loro tradizione, la loro sto-
ria? ure sogneranno,
come nell’opera, «le foreste
imbalsamate, i verdi colli»
della patria perduta? -

rornano, dunque, i pre-
minenti tratti politici di un
problema che non pué as-
solutamente essere confi-
nato nel pur vitale compar-
to dell’assistenza, che si
propone di dare al profugo
il cibo, un vestito, un tetto,
assistenza medica; di evi-
tare che egli sia respinto
dove non pué vivere e di
aiutarlo a tornare al suo
luogo d’origine quando le
condizioni politiche lo per-
mettano. Per questi bisogni
essenziali, si stimano ne-
cessari — o0ggi, soltanto in
Africa e per 1 prossimi due
anni — un altro miliardo
di dollari. E vi é da dare
spesso anche aiuti d’emer-
genza. . .

Costi, pero, si tampona, Si
contiene un’alluvioné che
pare interminabile. Non la
si risolve, non la si placa..
Lo dicevano alcuni giovani
nel villaggio hutu nel di-
stretto di Urambo. «Ri-
spondiamo come possiamo

le vostre domande. Ma
altro bisognerebbe fare.
Non ce lo chiedete, non pos-
siamo risponderes. Sem-
brava che avessero paura
a toccare il fondo del pro-
blema. Ma in fin dei conti
quello poteva essere un
confortante segno di un ini-
zio di piu profonda coscien-
za.
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Cinq millions de réfugiés d'Afrique

attendent le résultat de la conférence
qui s'ouvre aujourd’hui a Geneéve

Les pays africains demandent un milliard de dollars:
jils obtiendront au mieux 200 millions

Geneve (Palais des Nations). — L’ave-
nir de cinq millions de réfugiés d’Afrique
dépend du résultat de la Conférence
internationale ouverte aujourd’hui a Ge-
néve par le secrétaire général des Na-
tions Unies, Kurt Waldheim, entouré du
président en exercice de I’Organisation
de I'Unité africaine (QUA), Siaka Ste-
vens, chef de I’Etat de Sierra Leone, du
secrétaire général de 'OUA, Edem Kod-
jo, et du haut commissaire pour les
réfugiés de ’ONU, Poul Hartling.

par André Naef

Une centaine de pays participent a
cette conférence qui doit durer jusqu’a
vendredi ou samedi. Plusieurs d’entre
eux sont représentés par des ministres,
notamment Ja Suisse, dont la délégation
est dirigée par le conseiller fédéral Pierre
Aubert. Le «forfait» du vice-président
américain George Bush, retenu a Wash-
ington en raison de l'attentat contre le
président Reagan, a cependant incité
certains gouvernements a abaisser d’un
cran le niveau de leur représentation:
ainsi, le ministre ouest-allemand des Af-
faires  étrangéres, Hans Dietrich

Genscher, a finalement renoncé a venir a
Geneve. A noter aussi que 'URSS et la
plupart des pays socialistes n’assistent
pas a cette réunion.

Du Vietnam a I'Afrique

La «Conférence internationale sur
’assistance aux réfugiés en Afrique»
(CIARA) trouve son origine dans le
succes d’une réunion similaire organisée
en juillet 1979, au Palais des Nations, au
profit des réfugiés du Vietnam. Celle-ci
avait en effet permis de recueillir des
promesses d’assistance totalisant 190
millions de dollars et 260.000 offres de
réinstallation permanente.

Pour leur part, les pays africains esti-
maient que la communauté internatio-
nale tendait a négliger leurs propres
réfugiés au profit de ceux du Sud-Est
asiatique et ils n'ont eu de cesse que
I’ONU ne convoque a leur intention une
nouvelle conférence qu’elle organiserait
conjointement avec 'OUA et le Haut-
commissariat pour les réfugiés (HCR).

Il est vrai qu’un réfugié sur deux dans
le monde habite actuellement le conti-
nent noir, soit quelque cinq millions,
contre 750.000 il y a dix ans. D’autre
part, alors qu’auparavant ce probléme
concernait principalement I’Afrique aus-
trale, les réfugiés se concentrent mainte-
nant largement dans la région de la
Corne de I’Afrique : 1.540.000 en Soma-
lie (ou plus de 25% de la population),
490.000 auv Soudan, 42.000 a Djibouti
(12% de la population).

Les «réfugiés de
I'intérieur»oubliés?

En outre, ce chiffre de cing millions ne
représente que les réfugiés tombant sous
la compétence du HCR pour avoir fran-
chi la frontiére de leur pays d’origine.
Mais il ne sera sans doute pas question a
Genéve des «personnes déplacées» (ou
«réfugiés de I'intérieur ») dont le nombre
est estimé en Afrique a 2,4 millions —
dont 750.000 victimes de conflits armés
— et qui ne peuvent compter que sur les
seuls secours de la Croix-Rouge interna-
tionale. :

Cette conférence de Genéve doit donc
permettre aux gouvernements invités de

faire connaitre leurs promesses - d’aide
financiére. A cet effet, 'ONU, I'"OUA et
le HCR ont prié les 25 pays africains qui’

accueillent des réfugiés (ou, dans le cas

du Zimbabwe, des «rapatriés») de leur
indiquer leurs besoins 4 court et a plus
long terme. Additionnés, ceux-ci-attei-
gnent le total impressionnant de 1150
millions de dollars.

De fait, le HCR s’est fixé un objectif
plus modeste: 450 2 500 millions de
dollars, qui doivent couvrir les besoins
les plus urgents. Cette somme comprend
quelque 260 millions de dollars destinés
a financer des programmes déja ap-
prouvés et en cours d’exécution, Il s’agi-
ra donc de trouver 2 Genéve, au mieux,
environ 200 millions de dollars d’argent
frais.

L’analyse des divers programmes na-
tionaux réserve d’ailleurs certaines sur-
prises. Ainsi, si personne ne met en
doute les énormes besoins de la Somalie
(271,8 millions de dollars) ou du Soudan
(226,6 millions), la somme de 1,7 million
réclamée par le Ghana suscite bien des
interrogations: celui-ci ne compte en
effet que 200 réfugiés pour lesquels le
HCR a dépensé I'an dernier 200.000
dollars, soit 1000 dollars par téte dans un
pays ou le produit national brut (PNB)
par habitant est inférieur a 400 dollars. I
en est de méme des 368.000 dollars
demandés par le Mozambique (PNB) par
habitant: 140 dollars) pour assister 100
réfugiés, (3680 dollars par téte).

Aide aux réfugiés
ou au développement?

Que dire aussi des 7 millions de dollars
budgetés par le Burundi pour la «forma-
tion de fonctionnaires spécialisés au Mi-
nistére des affaires sociales», auxquels
s’ajoutent plus de 55 millions de dollars
destinés a des écoles secondaires, des
instituts de formation professionnelle et
le college St-Albert de Bujumbura?

Il apparait donc que I'une des taches
les plus délicates de la conférence sera de
distinguer entre les dépenses afféfant
directement a I’assistance aux réfugiés et
celles nécessitées par les besoins de dé-
veloppement du pays hdte, qui relévent
normalement des diverses agences spé-
cialisées de la famille des Nations Unies.



Appello di Waldheim

per 1 profughi africani

Il Segretario dell'ONU ha aperto ieri i lavori del-
la conferenza mondiale sui rifugiati nel continen-

te nero - L'intervento del

GINEVRA, 10.

La conferenza internazionale per l'as-
sistenza ai profughi in Africa ha co-
minciato ieri due giornate di dibattiti
alla presenza del Segretario  Generale
del’ONU, Kurt Waldheim.

Partecipano ai lavori — aventi per
obiettivo la ricerca di maggiori aiuti
al profughi africani ed ai Paesi che li
accolgono -- delegati di un’ottantina
di Paesi, dell’Organizzazione per 1'Unita
Africana (OUA) e dell’Alto Commissa-
riato delle Nazioni Unite per i Rifugiati
(UNHCR).

L’apertura della conferenza & avve-
nuta con circa un’ora di ritardo sul
previsto, sembra — riferisce 'TANSA —
a causa di ostacoli sollevati alla par-
tecipazione di Israele.

Secondo fonti bene informate, la de-
legazione degli Stati Uniti, guidata dal-
I’'ambasciatore Jeane Kirkpatrick,
avrebbe minacciato il suo ritiro dalla
conferenza se, in risposta a richieste
di alcuni Paesi del Terzo Mondo, la
rappresentanza di Israele non avesse
potuto presenziare ai lavori. Una so-
luzione del problema sarebbe stata tut-
tavia trovata in trattative tenufe ieri,
con l'impegno dei delegati israeliani a
non intervenire ai dibattiti (se non at-
taccati direttamente). Nonostante cio, da
parte di qualche Paese arabo sarebbe
stato minacciato il ritiro dalla riunione.

Waldheim, nel suo discorso d’aper-
tura, ha rivolto un appello ai parteci-
panti perché contribuiscano alla ricer-
ca di una soluzione ai gravi problemi
posti dall’esistenza di milioni di pro-
fughi nel continente africano.

Con quasi cinque milioni di profu-
ghi, a causa di conflitti, disordini e
movimenti di guerriglia in varie regio-
ni, Africa ha un triste primato rispetto
a tutti gli altri continenti.

Le statistiche delle Nazioni Unite per-
mettono di constatare che per ogni due
profughi nel mondo, uno & africano.
Cioé per ogni ottanta abitanti dell’Afri-
ca vi & una persona che ha dovuto
abbandonare ogni cosa per rifugiarsi
spesso in Pgesi che gid figurano tra
i pit1 poveri @&l mondo. L’Alto Commis-
sariato per i profughi spera di otte-
nere da questa conferenza almeno quei
500 milioni di dollari necessari per
T'azione urgente dei prossimi 18 mesi.

Ma l'obiettivo a pill lunga scadenza
della rhinione cominciata ieri & anche
di raccogliere impegni tra i partecipanti
perché si possano fronteggiare gli oneri
finanziari dell’assistenza ai profughi
africani nei prossimi 4-5 anni. Secondo
le stime, attuali la somma indispensa-
bile si aggirerebbe sul miliardo e 200
milioni di dollari.

Presidente Stevens

Waldheim, nel suo discorso, ha messo
in rilievo la necessita di mobilitare i
Governi e l'opinione internazionale sul-
la gravita del problema perché siano
aumentate le risorse che servono ad
assistere milioni di profughi ed aiutare
i Paesi che forniscono loro rifugio.

Alla conferenza partecipano numerosi
Ministri degli esteri. Sono presenti gli
Stati Uniti, i Paesi della Comunita eu-
ropea, la Cina, pilt di 25 Paesi africani,
numerosi altri Paesi del Terzo Mondo
e Cuba. Gli inviti del Segretario delle
Nazioni Unite a partecipare ai lavori
non sono stati accolti dall’'Unione So-
vietica e dai Paesi dell’Europa orien-
tale.

La posizione della Comunita Econo-
mica Europea & stata esposta alla con-
ferenza da Claude Cheysson, Commis-
sario responsabhile per gli aiuti allo
sviluppo. Nell’esporre i programmi per
il 1981, Cheysson ha precisato che la
CEE intende stanziare complessivamen-
te quasi cinquanta milioni di dollari
per I’Africa, di cui 33 milioni per il
solo aiuto alimentare. Tale somma po-
trebbe tuttavia essere aumentata se la
situazione lo richiedesse. I1 Commissa-
rio europeo ha po: sottolineato la gran-
de responsabilitd internazionale nei con-
fronti dei profughi, la necessita di in-
terventi urgenti ed i pericoli che de-
rivano dall’inserire problemi politici nei
programmi di assistenza: « 'aiuto uma-
nitario — ha detto — non deve essere
usato come un’arma ».

Il Commissario CEE ha anche indi-
cato, ricordando il caso dei palestinesi
che da 30 anni vivono in campi profu-
ghi, «i pericoli politici e le situazioni
inumane » che possono sorgere se non
si troveranno adeguate soluzioni al pro-
blema.

In precedenza, Jeane Kirkpatrick, am-
basciatore degli Stati Uniti all’lONTU,
aveva detto che Washington prevede di
stanziare un aiuto di 285 milioni di
dollari negli anni 1981 e 1982 per i pro-
fughi dell’Africa. L’Amministrazione —
aveva aggiunto — ha inoltre chiesto al
Congresso di aumentare del 30 per cen-
to l'aiuto complessivo ai rifugiati nel
mondo.

In una conferenza stampa seguita al
suo intervento alla conferenza, la si-
gnora Xirkpatrick ha criticato 1’assen-
za dei Paesi dell’Europa orientale dalla
conferenza e la loro astensione dal con-
tribuire allo sforzo finanziario interna-
zionale a favore dei profughi.

L’ambasciatore statunitense, rispon-
dendo a domande sulla presenza di
Israele alla conferenza di questi due
giorni, ha quindi affermato che «mo-
tivi politici non devono portare in al-
cun modo all’esclusione di un Paese da
una riunione che ha obiettivi essenzial-
niente umanitari ». Infine ha detto che
gli Stati Uniti non intendono imporre
alcuna condizione alla loro assistenza
finanziaria destinata a qualsiasi Paese
africano che offre asilo a profughi.

Tra gli altri interventi della prima
giornata della conferenza, quelli dell’
Alto Commissario delle Nazloni Unite
per i Rifugiati, Poul Hartling, e del Pre-
sidente di turno dell’Organizzazione per
I’Unitd Africana e Presidente della Sier-
ra Leone, Siaka Stevens.

Hartling ha ricordato le operazioni
condotte con successo ormai da 20 an-
ni in Africa dall’Alto Commissariato. Ma
non ha nascosto le gravi difficoltd cui
si trova ora di fronte la sua organiz-
zazione per proseguire ed ampliare nu-
merosi programmi che non possono
essere rinviati e che significano la sal-
vezza per milioni di persone minaccia-
te dalla morte e dalla disperazione.

Stevens si & soffermato sulle disperate
condizioni in cui si trovano i profughi
del suo continente chiedendo alla co-
munita internazionale un generoso aiu-
to. Egli ha ricordato che il 60 per cen-
to dei cinque milioni di profughi dell’
Africa & costituito da donne e bam-
bini, particolarmente vulnerabili alla
fame, alla sete ed alle malattie che qua-
si sempre dominano nei campi in cui
hanno trovato rifugio.
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Aide aux réfugiés

M. Napo d la conférence de Genéve

Le membre du  comité
central. ministre du Travai
ef de lu Fonetion puhblique,
M. Nyandi Sébou Napo. sé-
journe depois mardi b Ge-
nive ol il partickpe 8- lo con
férence sur lassistapce aux
réfugiés ofricains, ouverte
hier matin.

Ls conférence organisée
par les Nations Unies & pour
abjectif de fournir une aide
immeédiate el a long terme
i cing millions de persan-
fes, souffrant de la [aim
atteintes par diverses mala-
dies, qui  vivenr acrueslle-
menl deans des camps dissi-
mindés dans 25 pays d'Afri
que. Selon les statistiques
de 'ONU, il ¥ 4 actuelle
menl 1500 000 réfugidés en
Sopmalic. 490000 au Sou-
dan, 400 K0 au Zaire el
266 (00 au Cameroun,

Les représentants de 82
pays se sont réunis & e
atve dens le but de créer
un fonds d'aide de 1.2 mil:
liands de dolflers: pour venir
en aide aux réfugids d'Afr-
gue, Les Etas-Unis, le Ca-

nada, e GEE, le Tapon ¢l
les pavs arabes prodocteurs
de pérrole  devenionl ' etre
les prndinauy Tournisscurs
de fonds-de ce programme

Louverture de la confé-
rence prévue vers 10 heures
locales (8 heurss GMTI,
éré rerardée de deux heures
A la suite de & verpences
entre les Eiots-Unis ct ce
tins pavs arabes. au sujel
de la veprésentation o'lsrael
Le différend n'étall pas du
gout des délégarions africa’
nes  qud oseulignaiemt gue
o Jos vefupids affames, ma-
lades ¢t souvent maoribonds
fursa ent les frais d'un con:

flit + qui ne les concerne
[Hl5,

Ouvrant  la  conlérence,
le  seerérpire péntral  des

M. Nyandi Schou Napo

Nutiong Unies; M. Kur
Waldheim a souligné ouc
cles oguatre confuicmes e
iefngidsen Afrigue, s¢ troy
verl  dams 1B prvs qoi
COMplent  puriml Jes moins
by ey

Il a lancé un appel 4 la
communaute  intcrnatonale
pour ju'elle « eéponde aved
pendros lE 4 cohit de o B
humaing =

['L canbngne .-||':|._':IIr1 e~
clame | omilliaed 300
Vons de dollurs pour faire
face & I'offlus de réfugids
Mais lee premipes évalum
tions laissent supnoser. gue
les contributions seront la'n
draneindre v chiflre.

M, Sinka Stevens, prisi
dem de la République e
Sterra-léome président «n
axercice de |'Organisation
de 'Unite Afvicame (OUAT,
seul chel d'Eral parac pam
i la conférence, w pour sa
part déclard  que  eelleci
constituoic un =5 O 5«

Iregse

mit

lancé par cing miliions
d'Africaing  vivant miséra-
olement dans des camps de
Clugids.  situds  dans  des
parfois trap  paavres
pour nourrir leurs propres
tessortissants

Il & soullgné gue  plus
de 1 moitié des réfugiés de
par lo maonde dtatemt afd
Cains ot que keur conesiilias
fion dong des enmps proises
lnip de prands plsgues sans

akris

jraE

‘es Eraes-Uinie o deja
annenzd leur déeiston o'

cordey des aldes dursones

dun montam de 285 mil-
lons de dollars, sot envi-
ron 37 milliards de F CFA

en [evewr dis rélugiés aflri-

cains pour les anndes 1931
ot 1982
Pour sa parl. 1z Commu-

nadtd Europdenne o décide
daccorder une ade de 15
millions 200 wmille dollays,
s0it envirgn, 3 milllards 120
mill'ons de F CFA
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Aid for African

refugees

better

than expected

PLEDGES of aid for African
refugees exceeded cxpectation by
coming close to $600 million in

Ueneva yesterday.

Financial commitments to help
Africa’s five mullion starving or
nedr-starving refugees came
mostly from Western nations. The
US was far out in front with a
pledge of $155 million.

UN organiscrs of the first Inter-
national Conterence on Assistance
for African Refugees said they
were “astounded and delighted”
by the resuits. “Contributions far
exceed the 3300 million we believe
is required to meet priority needs
in Africa between now and the
cnd ol {982 said Mr o Leon
Davico, spokesman for the UN
High Commissioneer for Refugees.

Mr Davico said announced con-
tributions asmounted to 3528
miliion with Arab  oil-producing
countries  still to make thetr
pledges. He suid the overall totat
would very likely be around the
SN0 million mark.

Mr Davico cstimuted  that
aroand 307 of the total could be
constdered ds Ctresh tunds' on top
oi earlier aid undertakings.,

Mr o James Grant, Executive
Director of UNICEF. the UN
Children’s Fund, underlined  that
tae  refugcees, half of them
vinldren, were perhaps 239 of
afflicted peoples urgenily needing
assistgnce 1 mac countrics alone.
In addition, tens of millions were
Ui im o permanent state of
sHent emergensy”™ — affected by
absolute poverty and  gross
underdevelopment even as to the
mast  basie services  of  health,
nutrition, water supply and rudi-
mentary ciucistion,

About | 3 mullion small children
dicd v Atrica st vear, he added,
cquivaledt »aa Ccaly basis to the
total nuiaber of [taly's carthquake
rasualti ?_\z September.

The or Africa was far more
than the $1°0 millien in ddditionat
aid for [ndochinese retugees raised
at a similar conference in Geneva
in 1979, Tt was also four times
miore than the $130 million raised
at 3 Cambadia aid Conference in
{90,

The UN Ceneral Secretary, Mr
surt Waldheim, convenced  the
Afnca aid conicrence  at  the

‘

Dr Kurt Waldheim

request of the African nation,
whose [ive million refugees to date
represent more than halt the world
total  refugee  population.  The
African nations protested that only
$1 of vvery S3 in intcrnational
refugee  assistance was  going (1o
Alrica.

The Africans estimate their aid
needs aver the coming tour to five
vears at some 31.2 biftion, ; The
LN puts the figure  soméwhat
lower 4t $900 million. ~“We are
now wdl on the wayv to mecting
this target,” sard Dale De Hayn,
Dceputy High: Commissigner.

hina pledged $1 mélion which
it said 1t knew was a “meager
amount”™ but which jis all China
can afford, beduusy” of its own
economic preblems, including the
“heavy burden™ of 260.000 refu-
gees from VR The USSR did
not sttent and Libva.baycotted the
eonference  because of  Isracl's
participation. )

Other contributions were those
of West Germany (334,5 million),
the EEC (568 miniun). Japan (523
million), Canada ($22 million). the
UK (323 million), the Netherlands
(39.7 mullion) and- Denmark ($9.1
wllion) — UPL Times Service).
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La Conférence sur les réfugiés en Afrique

Les Etats-Unis fourniront
le quart de ’aide humanitaire

De notre correspondante a4 Genéve. — C'est avec prés de deux
heures de retard sur le calendrier que s'est ouverte, jeudi 9 avril, au
Palaig des Nations & Genéve, 1a Conférence des Nations unies sur les
réfugiés en Afrique.

Atmosphére quelque peu tendue dans la célébre salle des Assemblées,
ot les délégués s'interrogeaient sur la tenue de la Conférence. C'est
mardi que les représentants des pays arabes parties & la Conférence,
notamment la Libye, la Syrie, e Soudan, I'Arabie Saoudite et le Qatar,
avaient demandé aux pays africains de faire pression sur les Nations

unies pour qu'Isrt‘lél he participe pas a la Conférence. Depuis mardi, de
ngmbreuses réunions a huis clos se sont tenues au sein du groupe
africain afin de trouver un « modus vivend; ».

A I'heur'e ‘fi_e V'ouverture de la Conférence, M. Kurt Waldheim, le
groupe afrnFaxn et les représentants des cinq pays arabes mentionnés
étaient tou!ours en grande discussion. La Conférence s'est donc ouverte
sans la présence des Etats arabes, i I'exception de I'Egypte.

Mireille Lemaresquier

taire 5,9 millions de dollars, pour

Selon le groupe africain, une l'aide alimentaire, 9 millions de
«é€laration sur cette affaire devait dollars, et 6 millions de dollars
‘tre lue par le représentant du uniguement pour le Karamoja.
s-oudan, président du groupe afri- Ainsi, a dit M. Stirn, la France a
ain, regrettant la présence décidé de majorer a titre exception-

‘Israél a cette conférence. Certai- nel sa contribution au Haut Com.

es délégations africaines ont dé- missariat aux réfugiés de 1 million

loré ouvertement une telle politi- de dollars. La Suisse annoncera
tion d'une conférence humani-  une contribution de 2 millions de
iire dont 'enjeu est le sort de pas  dollars.

oins de 5 millions de réfugiés. Quant 4 la Communauté euro-

Cest M. Kurt Waldheim qui  péenne, elle estime qu'il y a trois

~éside cette conférence, 4 la de- étapes dans I'alde aux Eé(ugiés:

1ande de M. Stevens, président de  1}la survie et I'urgence; 2)la
. Sierra Leone el président en  subsistance et 3)la réimplanta-
<ercice de U'OUA. Il apparait  tion. Seul ce troisiéme point, pour
‘ores et déja que la contribution la  lequel les Nations unies établissent
lus substantielle sera celle des  un programme de quatre ans
tats-Unis, qui verseront 285 mil-  suscite les objections de la CEE.
ons de dollars sur deux ans, soit  qui se demande si on ne va pn.;
© quart de ce que réclament les  créer d'autres Palestine. La CEE
ays africains. «.'ai une bonne précise donc qu'elle apporte déja en
arprise » avait déclaré le respon- 1981 pour |'aide alimentaire, 15.6
ible des réfugiés au Département  en espéces pour la Somalie. le
Etat & son arrivée mercredi soira  Soudan, I'Ouganda, le Zaire et le
endve. L'Administration Reagan  Nigeria. « Des millions de person-
‘a jamais caché qu'elle renforce- nes mettent leur espoir en noiis et
iit son assistance humanitaire ».  nous ne devons pas les décevoir », a
La France, a expliqué M. Oliver  dit M. Kurt Waldheim, en préci-
tirn, secrétaire d'Etat aux Affai- sant que I'ONU se cotfsatrerait
'8 étrangéres, a toujours placé pleinement i cette tache mais
Afrique au centre de ses préoccu- gu'elle ne pourrait réussir qu’avec
ations. « Elle a donné ’an dernier  le concours des gouvernements.
g titre de 'assistance humani- M.L.
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Bo Adppuxa uma oxony deli munuowu Gefanuu, incewo cewu U geya, Kou ce

yeciio Gonnwu u inaghu

eryHapoaHara roudepeHnja

dn OO0eid#neTdTe. Hadd da o

ML d3 Oeralligite Ao Adgipiiia,

Koja Ke Le oOpwkd Bo HheHosl

ta 9 u 10 anpi, ke fuac upn
roieM CBUTCRH cobHp 04 oboj B8R
KOJ CBOUTO BHHMaMHE K¢ [0 Bacodil
ROH CTpalamaia o  Ootpebutc uwa
sppuRaHCKHTe  Geramgn,  TlonpnTHyKD
0T IOTTHK 33 CHHKVBEHEID HA ORal
HaHepeHiliija Qojde npesacxolH o
GDTaHH3aUN]|aTa Ha  AdQPHESHCKOTO
BAHHCTRO,

Kondepesusjara ce camkvsa spa
QCHOBE Ha Pe3ogvydjara Ha reHcpan
HOTO coGpadne g OH oz 25 poewm
BOH MHHATATy TOAHAA, 7 HEJIHHTE
eI, Kamo mro fil objacHn  Teusna
Aot cekperap wa OH Kypy Bang
XM el [PBOD, BUMMAHUET) HR CHET
CLAaTa JABHOCT 45 C& Hacouil Ha OTpa
AukkaTa M NOTPeDHTE Ha  Geramusiiv
Bu Adpaea, BTODO, AR oo MOOHIHaN
paar goaTHH PECYPOM 4@ OpOTDMUTE
gy AGRAHG MOMOmM Hy OCeraauHTe B
Aq:pmu{ H TpeTo, ga WM ©f noMoTue
Hit JEMJUTE KOH HM JaBaaT opudessi
wre Ha Gerantiare W ga cg FACINNL
NHBUATE  CNOCCOHDET NOUo0Po 38 T
PCIEIaT rEIKOTHATE KOU BP3  LUBHI
Te ONEXH To HMa CTaBeHO OBOj Npo
Grew.

Konxaso auaueise ce npiiags Ha
oB0| dceneBCKH coliup ce rmens M ox
MONATHMEETE o 1 2ofpeve Ba
HEPOPMATURUNOT HEHTAp W O0ea
HETHTe iy so Bamrpday. Ha  sow
QepellajaTs Ke Y4ecTBYBAST 3eMju

Te — YIeHKH Ha OpPraHdsaunjars Ha
APPHKAHCKOTD SAHECTRO 8 ode iHe
THTE Halhid, Hallliouaadmme  oenodo-
ANTENHM ZRHACIRE WITO T HPHEE
paar OAE n OH, sake B muscia
FVBIadHieE W HeHIaIdig CEICEHLILEA
LIHH,

TR TP P
JTONEMY ci IbE

Yonouuwre Wio nocioes so Adipn
Kia BO NOMETOROT Ha cedyMiece i
FLIUEHH, 33CHIVBALOLG WA oedaiigm
TeAHaTa Gopha, BCcedHo Ha Iyrar
o Adgpka, BHATpelddBTe  soddu
KTH H TEPHTODHIaIHH KaBri oRe100
dU HEIAVAMICHO dTOfEMyHBRL. 1A
OpojoT nla OeramupTe |13 oBoj oo
BeT Kol CRCOMHATRD fa MHHaEELN 16
ueuuja npobaenor 1a Beraduure ao
GO0 dpamaraddn passepy, Couo Bo
1976 rogmpa, cé UCHH, CHOHTE 10MO
BY I uanyuitkja n noSapaa npabe
SEHIUTE B0 Apvin seMjin ooy TO0 g0
jeam e,

feaee peancn wevil somis o Ad
PHES KOJ8 Ho UeKo] daunl be @ o
roJeHa O NpodaesuTe M vieTo
Ges Tarkosmua. T mwa oxony net
sumtond, Toa ¢e rmapHo wenn @ ae
18, KOM & 4ecTo Do W THAUMH,
Orie NET MIUTHOUH adpuanckn o
rajfily ja coynivEaaT MOAOBMHATA o1

anyimae) Gpa) Geraliun B0 CEETUT
Husuugt Gpol ex 1973 roapsa oo
ATOLIE M VRE AHCHIH D TDCER JE

2000 jHun mom WTo npevcrasysa 1,3
harl ol CECISKHDT UpOCcoK. Adapam

HTID M eTEyHEE NUIATOHOT Jeka BRY
ORMOT Gpol bp Beraongnre B0 Adpio
¢ luibdes 91 HAECCIEHNDOTY i THOHE
kery appuranckl) e Hosasas
e W IPICTHENTE CMETRIT aeka odil
L it 0oIaTolN e MOMine THE
AHI 3 MUKy BoeTHUCEWTE GpOjiy Cuo
sz, wiory moroaesmn, Tags, 1
fpIMED, GE BepyBa dcky BO eden Cy
Ll (e Gapes ToNRY GEEFATRID S
(oaiEH" Ry BTG e | ciiumia
s porucrpupann Gersaun — 49
fiant Hore ¢ cocrojbara 1ope Co
il made LA perict papano
| 5Ll Germagy

Ciichi.. @ati ACERTH

I{m:-.p-.—_;mewur_i&ra Ha Opraraisaiije
i M2 pPHEA(CHOT) SALMCTED 330 O
[T, eROHOMEKHDE 1 Soluiatinn
e pcieiin na ppoldacanTe oa Dern

e oo Adpuig cspwaa no Adnce

Adela, mo 1987 Toanna, A0REAE G0 NG
|Jnf}IJ'r|:;| 1 VEBEG]VIATRE 1A HUH{jJ.:i:I.':II
i o OAE s cneundimuniie ac
RUETIT (10 fpodcwEre na deranune
rity o] Kogrmedt. Co oso] 0Ky
WMENT € YTHOISEo JGkE T2PMHHeT 30
JorRmUIne Ke Ce NplhMenveg o e
RO TN Woe NOPALN  NaIBOpeLlia
ArpUCHin, BKVIINE, CrpAHCKA 0
M | TETL (vacTate: Wl CeTRIDANG
¢t ARIPOAVENAT JABINOT NOPEi0K BO
COBH e W Do HoTa eIHs Achi|a
— ¢ UnHMOpaNn g IO uEnymT LB
CTIO MOCIOIAHG MECTO Ha WHBECHE I
e oo Pa I]pHﬁELH:ILli'l'E BHO: HE2RO0 ATE
¢l HANEOP OJ, 30MjaTa Ha Chogrd 0o
TEXRAD §1° HADMOHAINOCT,

Ouoj codup sa Guraioaure na wdp
PHEAHCIHOT HOHTIHEWT R Cf tlpiEy
B0 BPCME. AA Ce MUHIPAICHOTO CoTpc
avBathe #a ganTor acan Agpuia L
Heo iy nonvaawdjz o feraaun me
ja B HaTasmy pacTe NoOPry ool o
gale ®O cBETOT. A TokMy Toa o
GOTBPIVEAET # molaToouTe. Ho 1995
rOdnna HMalle OKOZV Coel MIHOH
adipirancal Geramm, Bo |97 rodw
Ha  OelIC JOCTHIHATA Op0]lKara Gl
aroly 37 uEanody, & MmipaTats; 1980
COOHHEE, THOHMame DEr MHfIHouR odn
uijaHG PEFUCTPHpAHH Jyle dea T4
TROBHHA, o

Hepcherara combepeilinga ke o
APy B BPEUC KOTA NOBCRCTO ad
pHEAHCKE 3eM|M UITo ZaBaar  adud,
ce TPHTHCHATI 01 TOMeMi) cuiiliBe
W COUMJAEHE B CHOHOMCKY apadie
ML — 01 CYIUM, BOTOBOIMG Lalid,
pacT Ma UeilHTe Ha eHCprHjara o oro
KHTE W yooyTHTE O3 JERGIel, 41 @1
IIAKAILETe Ha TONFORHTE W TEIROTH
dre BO muaTHOTE SHAaHcd, Tee s
ar noTpeia 3@ OoMOl 33 E3ISTVEIIRE
01 CREOjald CTONEHCEA JA0TTEMHA LT,

MerrHnporiante AR wiTERTTV ST
Hy novomra e ashpuganciorne oo
raauy npea ¢, O Tpelaoo; ad
OBOMMONI  Ho SoTadunte 1 ja oo

HURauT Cnecta 3a i.'I:HJ_iilTu uBaMITR
DPeOHOCT, 3a cohe O Kako oaMio
FIFEBH OAITY ANt i moopr o

JACAHHLITE DD RKOH OO

CICIHEAN A
TA_AREBCOT.
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‘Oeaden Retuzeos Face
Dire Water Shortage

Heter

GENEVA, Feb. 27 - A Unitd
Nationa refugee official «aid  today
that 12 to 15 peaple are dying each
dav in Fthiopia's Ogaden region in
the worst camp he had ever seen in
more thun L0 vears' sendce.

leon Davieo, spokesman for the
Gereva office of the UN. High Com-
missioner for Refugees, also sajd that
an extimated 1.5 million refugees who
have flod to Somalia as 6 result of the
Ogaden conflict face potentially cata-
si:ophic water shortages hecause the
Juba and Shehel rivers have dried up
for the fimt time n %) yeam,

“The problem will  comtinue
throughout the month of March be-
catwe Lthe rainy season does not start
untth April,” he said, adding that the
VN umit was rushing water trucks to
the remote camps.

eun49s epfC29 .
togaden-refuqees:

1515gene33f feb 27, reuter -- g united nations refugee official
831d today 12 to 15 people in ethiopla?s oqgaden region were
dving each day in +the worst camp i1 have ever seen in more than
20 years?! service,+ .

leon davico, senior gspokesman for the ganeva office of the
Usne high commiesioner for refugees {unhcr), told reporters on
hlis return from a vieit to the horn of africa that somzlia’s
refucgees alsc faced cztestrophic water shortages for the next
month, .

‘tmr favico told a news conference 20,000 displaced persons in
the dega harbour camp +are dving slowly but surely beczuse ald
cannot get through except by aircraft.+ he acded: +1 have never
se=n children 1n such a bad state.+

the u.n. is to hold an international conference on africal’s
reftugees next april in geneva. the continent?’s five million
refugees are said to need 1.15 billion dollars in aid, 450
million doltiars of 1t urgentliy.
more ph/mxs/¢b
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Hernene her stdr uden for lejrens lille Horan-skole. Flygrain-
jebyen har ingen rigtige skoler, og detl er meget dyrt ol shojffe
ernene en Koran-tgule, zom den, drengen i derdbningen haor,

Somalia kaemper
for et land-omrade

Bogrnene
er syge og

keder sig
1 flygtning

lejrene

Bgrmene 1 Somalias
flygtningelejre  keder
sig. Dle savner deres
fedre, der er ingen
rigtige skoler, og man-
ge byirn der af sult,
underernering eller
sygdomme,

Al Kristion Nystram

Jalulaksi | april

Tre timers karsel nord for
Somailias hovedstad Moga-
dishu lgger Jalalaksl. Dt er
en fOyginlogeby, Her bor
over 126.000 mennesker eller
lige &% mange sam | Dan-
marks fierdesterste by Al-
borg.

I det ydre adskiller Jala-
Ink=i =ig lkke ra andre so-
maliske nomadelejre. RBunde
gremhytter kun delvis dek-
ket med ssmkkestumper, pre-
senninger, plastic eller pap.
Men her ar flere hytter end
man ellers ser, og de sthr

Tre ud
af hver
fire indbpg=
gere { flugt-
ningebyen
€r bamm



" Kristian Nystrem

Hver fjerde person i So-
alia er i dag flygtning. Lan-
t kan umuligt klare pro-
amerne selv — at give
rgtningene mad, leege-
®elp, arbejde, medicin, un-
rvisning, vand. Danmark
mange andre lande sen-
r hjzelp, men ikke nok.
Forklaringen pa flygtnin-
stremmen til Somalia er
iviklet. Kolonitidens til-
ldige  graensedragninger
iller en rolle, men afgeren-
- for tragediens kolossale
ifang har vaeret Sovjet-
ionens kyniske spil med
- to lande. .
Somalia blev selvstaendigt
960. Det ar blev de gamle
lonier Italiensk og Britisk
malialand sldet sammen.
an de nye graenser svarede
te til det omrade, som so-
alierne beboede. Der boe-
— og bor stadig - somalier
Djibouti og i det nordlige
2nya. Men de bor iszridet
tlige Ethiopien, i et omra-
 som hedder Ogaden.
Det omréde mener Soma-
-at have ret til, fordi ind-
ggerne er somali-folk.

rigen 1 Ogaden

For nogle ar siden havde
>frielsesbevaegelsen  stor
emgang. Med steotte fra
2n somaliske haer erobrede
2n stort set hele den del af
thiopien, som bebos af so-
alier. ‘

Vabneene fik Somalia fra
yvjetunionen. De to lande

havde samarbejdet lange.
Russiske eksperter hjalp
med at genopbygge landet.
Der var en stor russisk fla-
debase og mange russiske
militaereksperter i landet.

Men i 1977 besluttede rus-
serne at hj=lpe Somalias
serkefjende, Ethiopien. Aret
efter kunne ethiopiske sol-
dater tilbageerobre de om-
rader, somalierne havde er-
obret. Og de gjorde det med
hjselp af russiske militeerek-
sperter og russiske vaben.

S4 nu hersker ethiopierne
igen i Ogaden. Befrielsesbe-~
veegelsen fortszetter med at
bekampe de ethiopiske sol-
dater, og det gar naturligvis
ud over den civile befolk-
ning. Det har kun yderligere
forveerret situationen, at
omrédet de sidste tre ar har
vaeret ramt af lange torke-
perioder.

Der kommer stadig
flere flygtninge

Det samlede antal flygt-
ninge ilejrene i Somalia me-
nes i dag at vaere omkring
950.000 — over 100.000 flere
end ved Arsskiftet. Derud-
over anslds det, at mellem
300.000 og 400.000 flygtninge
lever uden for lejrene, enten
som nomader eller hos
slaegtninge.

Hver fjerde indbygger i
Somalia, der normalt har fire
millioner indbyggere, er alt-
sd i dag flygtning. Og der
kommer stadig flere. Til et
land, der er et af verdens
allerfattigste.

"IYLLANDZ-POSTER"
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Denmark 1

tettere i et orkenagtigt
landskab ved et i tertiden
naesten udterret flodleje.

Sterst indtryk ger det, at
se de mange bern. Tre ud af
hver fire indbyggere i Jala-
laksi er bern. Resten er kvin-
der og gamle meend.

Bernenes faedre, kvinder-
ne maend og de gamles son-
ner lever fortsat i Ethiopien,
hvor de ksmper en ulige
kamp mod den ethiopiske
heaer for en somalisk Ogaden.
@rkenlandet, hvor somalie-
folket har levet som noma-
deri &rtusinder.

En kgrestol
Jalalaksi-lejren blev op-
rettet for tre Ar siden. Den-
gang omfattede lejr 1 om-
kring 12.000 flygtninge. Si-
den er lejr 2 og 3 kommet til,
og i sidste maned matte lejr4
etableres, for at .huse de

mange, mange nye flygtnin-

ge, der stremmer over graen-
sen.

Lejr 2 har indbyggerne
selv givet navnet Beesha
Maxamedcy. Det er navnet
P4 Somalias frihedshelt fra
opstanden mod de europsei-
ske i kolonimagter.

Hevdingen i denne by
hedder Mohammed Duuh
Ali. Han er invalid. Lammet
af polio i sine ben. Hans ster-
ste snske er en korestol.

Myndigt holder han styr
pa sin lejr. I hans hytte heen-
ger en gammel skoletavle,
hvor pa der er fort noje sta-
tistik over lejrens indbygge-
re.

Af de 55.425 indbyggere er
de 41.934 born. Tallet rettes,
hver gang et barn der. Og
der der mange born i flygt-
ningelejrene. Nogle af sult
.0g underernsering, men flest
af sygdomme som lungebe-

taendelse,
malaria.

Mangel pa kgd

Der findes enkelte geder i
lejrene, men kun nok til at
bernen kan fi ked hejest to
gange om méaneden. Frugt er
der ogsa mangel p4 — og den
smule, der er, er meget dyr.

FN hjeelper med fodevarer

tuberkulose og

til lejrene. Feorst og frem-
mest korn og termeelk. Men
lang tids underernazering og
de fortsat ringe saniteere
forhold i lejren ger isser bor-
nene til lette ofre for alle
mulige sygdomme,

Og selv m andre hjzelpeor-
ganisationer — bl. a. Folke-
kirkens Nedhjalp — har op-
rettet et antal klinikkerilej-
rene til at tage sig af de syge,
er problemet naesten altid at

skaffe medicin nok — og isser

den rigtige medicin.

Passe dyr

Bernene i Jalalaksi keder
sig og har meget sveert ved

at ®z=nne sig til livet som
. flygtninge. De uvante omgi-
. vélser, lediggangen, savnet

af faedrene og den megen
Sygdom ger opholdet i Jala-
laksi meget svaert.

— Vi har intet at lave her,
klager de drenge, vor soma-
liske tolk talte med. — Vi er
vant til at passe dyrene. Vi
er kveeg- og gedehyrder.
Her har vi ingen dyr at passe
pPA.

»

Pigerne i lejren klarer sig
lidt bedre. Det er dem, der
ma gA efter vand i floden
eller ved tankene. De hjeel-
per til i den daglige hushold-
ning, og ma som regel passe
de mindre seskende.

11-arige Asha var dog ikke
i tvivl om, at hun vil bort fra
flygtningetilveerelsen.

— Jeg vil hjem til Ogaden .
— ihvert fald fer jeg skal
giftes. Kun der kan jeg blive
en god hustru, og f& s& man-
ge bern, som Allah vil give
mig, sagde hun.

Det kunne hjslpe meget
pa& bernenes situation, hvis
de kunne g i skole. Men der
er ingen rigtige skoler i Jala-
laksi. I lejr 2 er Abnet en
Koran-skole, men den er
meget lille, og det er dyrt at
skaffe bernene den Koran-
tavle de skal bruge.

Somalia kan ikke selv lese
dette voksende flygtninge-
problem, som FNs flygtnin-
gehgjkommissser Poul Hart-
ling har betegnet som »det
alvorligste i verden idage«. Vi
ma alle hjelpe.
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0.N.U. : Un demi milliard de dollars
pour lesréfugiés d’Afrique

L'ONU a tenu une
contérence internationale
jeudi 9 avril courant a Ge-
néve pour venir en aide aux
réfugiés d'Afrique. La réu-
nion des représentants de 82
pays qui a e¢u lieu le jeudi
était destinée a créer un
tond d’aide de 1.3 milliard
de dollars pour secourir les
réfugiés d’Afrique dont le
nombre est de l'ordre de 3
millions de personnes. Souf-
trants de la faim. atteints
par diverses maladies, les ré-
tugiés d’Afrique vivent ac-
tuellement dans des camps
disséminés dans 25 pays
d’Afrique et représentent la
moitié de la population
mondiale des réfugiés,

Les principaux partici-
pants bailleurs de fonds de
ce programme sont : les
pays arabes producteurs de
pétrole, les USA, le Canada,
le Japon, I’Europe des « 10».
A remarquer que les pays du
bloc socialiste n’ont pas as-
sisté aux travaux de cette
conférence.

"The Muslim

Talks on African

refugees end

GENEVA, April 11: United
Nations Secretary General, Kurt
Waldheim said today, donors had
pledged almost 560 million dollars
to aid African refugees. »

The pledges of 559.8 million
dollars, exceed the 450 million
dollar-target, to help refugees over
the next 18 months. .

A conference on African refu-
gees relief, wound up as’it had
opened, with a delay caused by a
procedural wrangle, the meeting

was suspended for three hours:

while African and Western nations
agreed on the formula for summing
up the sessian.

I

.81

- Islamabad 12,/

Delegation sources said, Western
states otpposed African -demands
for.a ollow.up conference, to:
be included in a summary of pro-
posals by Dr Waldheim. - ‘

Western countries argued, ' this
was not needed and that the
idea had not been put to them in
advgnce, the sources said.

Sudan, leading the African
Group, ' finally made a separate
statemept suggesting, ‘The possibi
lity of ‘%mg a further internatio
nal  Coiiference” .on
refugees. . ) L

Dr  Waldheim said in his
concluding speech, “‘only. African
proposals merit careful censidera
tion.—Reuter

African .
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EN L'"ABSENCE DES PAYS DE L'EUROPE D‘E l.."EST

Quatre-vingt-quatorze nations sont représentées
it la conférence sur I'mide aux rétugiés

Inaugurée par
secrétaire général de I'ONU,

Genéve. — « Les Africains sont

excédés par les bouderies de leurs .

partenaires arabes», nous a dit
jeudi apreés-midi le chef de l'une
des délégations africaines franco-
phones 3 la Conférence de Genéve.
Il aura fallu, en effet, d’'innom-
brables allées et venues entre
les diverses délégations pour
qu’'en fin d’aprés-midi, seulement,
des délégués arabes qui avalent
boudé le début des travaux rega-
gnent la salle ol étaient réunis
les participants.

Durant toute la matinée, seuls
quelques Etats membres de la
Ligue arabe, abritant eux-mémes
des réfugiés sur leur territoire
national, parmi lesquels le Sou-
dan et la Somalie, assistérent &
la premiére séance. En revanche
les deux membres de la déléga-
tion israélienne, MM. Barroni et
Manor, deux diplomates apparte-
nant & la représentation perrma-
nente auprés des Nations unies
&4 Genéve, restérent constamment
dans la salle. Ils écoutérent sans
broncher M. Birido, diplomate
soudanais, porte -parole du groupe
africain, lire une bréve déclara-
tion regrettant qu'une invitation
elit été adressée a Israél et pro-
clamant que si 'O.U.A. avait été
consultée sur ce point cette invi-
tation n'aurait jamais été formu-
lée, eu égard notamment aux
relations que les Israéliens entre-
tiennent avec I'Afrique du Sud.

Une fois de plus, les Africains
venaient -d’exprimer publique-
ment, par solidarité avec les Etats
arabes et surtout par souci de
ménager des partenaires qui peu-
vent les aider & résoudre quel-
ques-uns de leurs problemes
financiers, un point de vue tout &
fait différent de celui que la ma-
jorité d'entre eux défendent, en
privé.

Les points forts de cette pre-
miére journée’de travaux ont été

M. Kurt Waldheim,
la confé-
rence sur l'assistance aux réfugiés afri-
cains. qui se propose d'obtenir 1300 mil-
lions de dollars de crédits pour couvrir
pendant les cing prochaines années les
besoins des cinqg millions de réfugiés en

surgi entre

I'allocution de M. Kurt Waldheim,
secrétaire général de I'ONU, l'in-
tervention puis la conférence de
presse de Mme Jane Kirkpatrick,
ambassadeur aux Nations unies,
chef de la délégation américaine,
l'intervention de M. Boutros-
Ghali, minstre d'Etat égyptien
aux affaires étrhngéres, puis celle
de M. Olivier Stirn, secrétaire
d’Eta* aux affaires étrangéres. qui
conduisait la délégation francaise.

M. Kurt Waldheim, qui prési-
dait la conférence, assisté de
MM. Kodjo, secrétaire général de
'O.U.A, et Hartling, haut com-
missaire au H.C.R,, a d’abord rap-
pelé le triple objectif de ces
assises : « Il s’agit premiérement
d’appeler attention de la commu-
nauté internationale sur la situa-
tion des réfugiés en Afrique;
deuzxiémement, de mobiliser des
ressources supplémentaires pour
financer les programmes en
faveur des réfugiés en Afrique;
et, troisiemement, d'aider les
pays d’asile a-supporter 'la charge
que Uafflux de réfugiés représente

pour leur économie.» Puis il a
ajoutée : « Si la situation en
Afrique mérite une sympathie

particuliere, c’est que, sur les cing
millions de réfugiés, quatre mil-
lions sont hébergés dans dir-huit
pays africains qui, en majoriteé,
font partie de la catégorie des
pays les moins avancés et dont
les ressources sont 4 peine suffi-
santes déja pour assurer la sub-
szstance de leur propre popula—
tion...
Enfm le secrétaire général de
I'ONU a conclu « Il faut en
priorité satisfaire leurs besoins
immédiats de fagon & permetire
aux réfugies de survivre. Mais, au-
au-dela de ces besoing immédials
— alimentation, médicaments et
abri, — il extste un besoin essen-

Afrique, s’est ouverte, jeudi matin, avec
plus de deux heures de retard.

Ce retard est imputable a4 des diffi-
cultés de dermiére minute, qui avaient
les Etats-Unis et certains
pays arabes au sujet de la participation
d'Israél. Aucun pays de I'Europe de I'Est

De notre envoyé spécial

tiel : assurer a ce trés grand nom-
bre de personnes des conditions
de vie adéquates. En outre, il faut
appuyer pleinement les program-
mes de réinstallation des réfugiés
et des rapatriés,; sinon le pro-
bleme des réfugiés ne ferait que
se perpétuer...»

Un probléme politique

La plupart des orateurs qui se
succédérent annoncérent une
augmentation substantielle de la
contribution financiére accordée
par leus pays. Ce fut cas notam-
ment de M. Van der Klaauw,
ministre néerlandais des affaires
étrangéres, qui promit l'équiva-
lent de 9,5 millions de dollars,
du Nigeria, qui, aprés une véhé-
mente philippique anticolonia-
liste, annonca la remise d'un
chéque de 3 millions de dollars,
de Mme Kirkpatrick, qui rempla-
¢ait le vice - président Georger
Busch retenu & Washington par
I'état de santé de M. Ronald Rea-
gan. Cette derniére a annoncé que
son pays allait libérer 285 mil-
lions de dollars spécialement
destinés aux réfugiés africains,
concluant « Il faut renoncer
auxr aventures militaires et @ ia
politique de violence. Dans cet
effort, vous pouvez compler sur
les Etats-Umnis. »

Au cours de sa conférence de
presse, le chef de la délégation
américaine a dit que les Etats-
Unis finangaient le tiers du bud-
get du H.C.R. et pris position
contre Pattitude des pays arabes
3 la conférence : « Aucune nation
ne doit étre exclue arbitraire-
ment d’une conférence pour une
raison politique... Sur la demande
des Etats africains eut-mémes,

.

"LE MONDE"

France - 11.4.81

n’assiste a cette conférence, convoquée 4
I'initiative de 'ONU, en coopération avec
I'Organisation de l'unité africaine et le
Haut - Commissariat
Chine et Cuba sont, en revanche, au
nombre
nations présentes.

aux réfugiés, La

des quatre - vingt - quatorze

nous sommes contre toute politi-
sation de cette rencontre.» Elle
critiqua l'absence de toute repré-
sentation des pays de 1'Est,
excepté la Chne. « Je suis tres
surprise et j'estime que c’est trés
regrettable de constater ce désin-
térét pour les questions huma-
nitaires. »

A un journaliste qui lui repro-
chait certains contacts récents
avec des officiels sud-africains,
Mme Kirkpatrick répondit : « J’ai
rencontré les représentants de
plus de vingt nations africaines,
et les Etats-Unis procedent a des
échanges de vues réguliers avec
UAfrique du Sud, avec laquelle ils
entretiennent des relations diplo-
matiques normales... »

M. Boutros-Ghali annonga que
I'Egypte mettait 1 million de
dollars & la disposition du H.C.R.
pour financer des missions médi-
cales égyptiennes dans les camps
de réfugiés. « Le probléme est, en
derniére analyse, politique, dit-il.
Notre premiére approche pour le
résoudre doit étre-ladoption de
la charte des droits de homme
et du citoyen américain mise au
point par IOU.A et mnotre
deuzieme approche une action
médiatrice permanente destinée a
régler pacifiquement les conflils
africains. »

Les ministres des affaires
étrangéres du Danemark et de la
République fédérale allemande,
M. Pierre Aubert, conseiller féde-
ral suisse chargé des affaites
étrangéres, M. Mark Macguigan,
secrétaire d'Etat canadien aux
affaires extérieures, annoncérent
un accroissement de l'aide finan-
ciére de leur pays chiffré &
10 millions de dollars pour le gou-
vernement danois, et & 4,5 mil-
lions de francs suisses pour le
gouvernement helvétigue.

Quant & M. Olivier Stirn, il rern-
dit- hommage & I'O.U.A, décla-
Yant : « Il est juste de souli-
gner la maniere exemplaire dont
les Etats membres de l'organisa-
tion de l'Unité africaine se sont
acquitlés de leur devoir huma-
nitaire en apportant des réponses
proprement régionales auw pro-
bléme des réfugiés.» Puis il
{nsista sur la nécessité de main-
tenir I'aide & un certain niveau,
affirmant : « Il serait souhaitable
que la part du continent africain
dans le programme d’assisiance
du HCR. ne descende pas
au-dessous d’'un seuil qui permette
de soulager les Etals africains.
Sans vouloir firer une proportion
contraignante, jobserverai seule- -
ment que les sommes affectées
au programme d'assistance aul
réfugies africains qui s’établissail
en 1978 a 433 % du budget du
H.C.R. n'était plus que de 26 %
en 1979 et de 32 % en 1980.»

Enfin le ministre francais an-
nonga : « Consciente de l'urgence
et de la gravité de la situation
et déterminée & prendre sa part
des charges mnouvelles imposées
au H.C.R. pour venir en aide aur
réfugiés en Afrique, la France a
décidé de verser au H.C.R. en
1981 une contribution exception-
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AFRICAN REFUGEES

Maria Elena Hurtado, on the reasons behind the
international conference on assistance to
African refugees opening this week in Geneva
(April 9-10).

If there is a continent suffering from a refugee crisis
that continent is Africa. In the last five years the number
of people fleeing from persecution and the ravages of war gave
a phenomenal leap from one million to five million. Africa
has the unenviable record of hosting half the total refugees
in the world.

One and a half million of them are in Somalia, where
conditions are so bad that up to 300 children are dying every
day from malnutrition and disease. In Djibouti 12 per cent of
the population is a refugee. The civil war in Chad has recently
forced an estimated 100,000 people, mostly women and children, to
flee into Cameroon, Nigeria and Sudan.

Since most of the 32 countries'of asylum in Africa rank among
the poorest of the world, having to shelter, feed, educate and
employ unexpected influxés of refugees is an unbearable burden.

Yet, despite their domestic problems, African countries have
been extremely generous with their fellow-men in trouble. 1In
contrast to South-East Asia which did not take many of the 'boat'’
people —-- or with Latin America, which turned away many Chilean
refugees after the 1973 coup d'etat there -- most of Africa's
refugees are housed in their continent. The concept that "...the
refugees of Africa are primarily an African problem and an African
responsibility..." as President Nyerere of Tanzania put it, is
widely accepted. Tanzania, as some other.African states, has
even set aside land to accommodate refugees from neighbouring
countries.

Africans have also gone along with the idea of 'burden sharing'

aimed at spreading out the cost of hosting refugees.
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AFRICAN REFUGEES 3

That refugee-linked aid assismbég-the development of the
countries of asylum is no bad thing. In many cases, sound economic
development would do much to stem the ever-increasing tide of
refugees. Poverty, pressure on resources, unequal distribution of
wealth are a breeding ground for political instability. In the
1970s r%éhless dictators like Macias Ngueme in Equatorial Guinea,
Idi AminsUganda and Jean Bokassa in the Central African Empire
set thousands of people on the road to exile.

There are at least two other refugee-producing situations whose
resolution is not necessarily linked to economic development.
Firstly, there are the conflicts over boundaries, a legacy from
colonial powers which carved Africa with total disregard to
ethnical and tribal boundaries. The OAU decision to stick to the
present borders has not stoppea the warring over boundaries or over
self-rule. The struggle of the Polisario in Western Sahara
exemplifies the latter; the infighting between Somalia and Ethiopia
over the Ogaden desert, the former. )

The second refugee-producing conflict is apartheid South Africa
and its illegal hold over Namibia.

Says Magaga Alot: "Of course everything must be done to eliminate
the root-causes of refugee displacements in Africa. But as long as
they remain unresolved, there will be a need for international
assistance to refugees. The African réfugee crisis has become so
severe that it was imperative to hold the Geneva conference now."

The hope is that governments attending the conference will come up
with a major part of the US $1.2 bn being looked for. A good sign
is that Vice-President Gecrge Rush is heading the American delegation
and Ministers from other Western nations are also attending. An
undeclared aim of the Geneva conference is to get the socialist
countries and the OPEC countries to increase their assistance to
African refugees since it is the Western nations that have put most

of the money up till now.

end meh/Wmh/O304/8l~

MARIA ELENA HURTADO is a Chilean journalist
working for Third World Media.
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But if African nations welcome uprooted individuals or groups, they
also stress that international solidarity towards the plight of
refugees -- translated into financial assitance, food aid, personnel
and equipment -- is vital.

Here Africans feel neglected. A refugee in Africa is receiving
Uus $22 in international aid a year compared to US $5C spent on
every refugee outside Africa.

Says Magaga Alot, a Kenyan and information officer of the
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa
opening tomorrow in Geneva (April 9-10): "As far as the world is
concerned, Africa is on the fringe, it is a dark continent. The
exploitation of its resources is all that matters; its human
suffering is taken for granted.”

The conference, sponsored by the Organisation of African Unity
and organised by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR), is an attempt to make up for the relative neglect. African
governments will be presenting detailed requests for assistance to
the conference including additional assistance for newly-arrived or
permanent refugees and for those returning to their country of
origin. The most recent examples of the latter are Zimbabwe --
where some 100,000 returnees, mostly subsistance farmers, require
direct help =-- and Burundi, whére a similar number of Burundians
have returned to their country compounding the problems posed by
200,000 refugees from neighbouring nations.

All in all, African nations are asking for a generous 1l.2bn
dollars to meet the refugee crisis. Out of the total, about
US $312m are for investments in infrastructure. This becomes
essential becauggﬁgﬁstlements can both disrupt the life of rural or
urban areas and the country's economy. Ports get congested with
supplies for the newcomers, roads blocked, educational and medical
facilities stretched to a maximum. The majority of African
refugees come from a rural background and in many cases they cross
borders and establish themselves in inhabited areas. The resources
required to open new settlements in faraway places, plus the cost
of helping the uprooted to earn their own livelihood, can be enormous.

Cautions Magaga Alot: "Apart from easing the plight of refugees,
international assistance has tb benefit a whole area. Otherwise,
if refugees are seen to be given priority over the local population,
they can arouse jealousy and animosity and cause even more problems

for governments.

more meh/wmh/0304/81



POUR VENIR EN AIDE A CINQ MILLIONS DE REFUGIES

Sommet sur I’Afrique a
JllGenévelli

«Et nous»: c'est par ces deux mots que I'on
pourrait résumer le sens de la conférence qui
réunit, dés ce matin a Genéve et jusqu'a vendredi
soir les représentants de plus de 70 Etats (mem-
bres ou non des Nations Unies), convoqués par le
secrétaire général Waldheim, a la demande de
I'Organisation de I'Unité africaine (OUA). But
de cet etrange show: attirer I'attention des opi-
nions publiques sur le drame que vivent dans le
continent noir, quelque cing millions de réfugiés,
dont le sort a éte quelque peu «oublié » devant la
tragédie qu'a représentée ces derniéres années
I'afflux des Vietnamiens, Laotiens et Cambod-
giens dans les pays limitrophes d’Asie du Sud-
Est. Et ce chiffre de cing millions de personnes
marque une progression geométrique: les réfugiés
africains n'étaient que 750000 il y a dix ans.

PALAIS DES NATIONS:
ANTOINE BOSSHARD

Deuxiéme fonction de cette réunion de deux
jours: collecter des fonds pour répondre aux
demandes des pays touchés par le phénomene:
ces derniers ont presenté au Secrétariat des
Nations Unies unce «note» de 1.3 milliard de
dollars pour la réintégration de cette nuce de
déracin¢s. Aide qui devait. dans leur esprit, étre
répartic sur cinq ans a la fois en aide immédiate
ct a plus long terme (infrastructures, écoles,
routes. etc.). C'est pour cette raison que la con-
férence mobilise des représentants 4 haut ni-
veau: un premicr ministre, celui de la Sierra
Leone, un vice premier ministre, celui du Swa-
ziland. ¢t de trés nombreux ministres des Affai-
res etrangéres. cclui des Pays-Bas venant a
Genéve au nom de la Communauté européenne.
M. Pierre Aubert. quant a lui. représentera la
Suisse. S'agissant de participation on note aussi
que la Chine a envoyé un vice-ministre des
Affaires ¢trangéres, M. Zhang Canming. alors
que les pays de I'Est se sont refusés d se rendre &
Genéve, estimant que la situation des réfugiés
dans le continent noir est imputable a I"aprés-
colonialisme, dont les pays capitalistes n’ont
qu'a payer les frais. Les Etats-Unis, quant a

cux, s'intéressent de prés a la réunion. d laquelle

devait assister le vice-president Bush. 1 sera
remplacé ici par |’Ambassadrice auprés “de
I'ONU a New York. Mme Jeance J. Kirkpatrick.
Conteste dans un premier temps par les Etats
arabes. Israél. invite lui aussi. participera fina-
lement aux travaux,

L’enjeu est donc de taille: un réfugié sur deux

IR

dans le monde est aujourd’hui Africain. A cela
il est des raisons trés diverses, dont les difficul-
1és dc survic pour de nombreux ressortissants
de pays ou la guerre fait rage. Ethiopie. Angola,
Ouganda. ctc. Un seul chiffre suffit a le démon-
trer: un pays aussi pauvre que la Somalie comp-
te aujourd’hui pas moins de 1 540 000 réfugies,
pour la plupart des hommes et des femmes
fuyant les régions d’Ethiopie ravagées par les
combats. «C’est lc plus grave des problemes de
réfugiés dans le monde», estime le Haut Com-
missaire aux Réfugiés, dont 'organisation a
réussi ces derniéres années a réunir pres de |1
millions de dollars pour I'aide 4 des centaines de
milliers de personnes dans cc pays. Le program-
me actuel du HCR pour 1981 en Somalie, d'un
montant de 41,8 millions de dollars avait été
prévu pour unc population de 900 000 person-
nes. Or les arrivées continues de réfugiés a obli-
gé le HCR de revoir ce budget en hausse, car il
manque aujourd’hui quelque 9 millions de dol-
lars pour assurer unc aide -immédiate autre
qu’alimentairc aux 400000 nouvBaux Wenus.

" Parmi les principaux projets ent cgurs: fournir

de Feau potable, qui manquerait’ cruellement
dans les camps, sans la cooperation de plusieurs
institutions bénévoles.

Cependant, ne citer que la Somalie (le cas le
plus criant) serait injuste: on compte en effet
pas moins de 25 pays africains qui ont des
réfugiés sur leur sol. }

Dans un premier temps, la conférence de
Genéve tentera de réunir 550 millions de dollars
pour une aide d'urgence: pour les 18 mois a
venir.

Dans un bulletin publié a I'occasion de la
conflérence, le Comite international de la Croix-
Rouge, lui, lance un autre cri d’alarme: outre
les 5 millions de réfugiés, I'Afrique compte pas
moins de 750 000 personnes déplacées (a I'inté-
rieur de leur propre patrie), et «elles souffrent
tout autant que les réfugiés», note M. Jean-
Marc Bornet, délégué général pour I’Afrique au
CICR.

Parmi les millions d’adultes, une nuée d’enfants mal nourris. (Photo HCR)
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Africa’s
Refugees

ne of the aims of the International |

Conference on Assistance to Refu
gees in Africa to be held in Geneva on
April 9 and 10 is to focus public
attention on the plight of the 5 million :
refugees in Africa. Last November the
United Nations General Assembly -
called on the Secretary-General to
convene an international conference to
mobilize assistance -for the African :
refugees. Much of the political
momentum behind the conference °
came from the Organisation of African
Unity.

Apart from raising awareness of the
African refugee problem, the con-
ference also aims to raise funds for
direct assistance to the refugees and
to improve the infrastructural capa-
city of African countries.

Surveys have been conducted to
discover the needs of the 27 coun-
tries that have taken in refugees.

Together they would require $1.15 J - w&
billion of which $500bn would be i ﬂ LN
required immediately. : é‘&m Wi . -

What makes the problem so intract- Refugees from Congo in Zaire
able in the African context is that
most African refugees have found
refuge in countries which are them-
selves desperately poor. These coun-
tries are struggling to break the vicious
cycle of poverty to prove at least
the basic needs for their own people.

The presence of 5 million refugees
in Africa imposes severe strains on the
already overstretched resources and
limited infrastructural capacities of
host’ countries. The mounting of
emergency programmes for elemental
needs such as food and shelter require
considerable input of resources on the
part of asylum countries.

As the problem and the need to
find a solution grows, efforts are being
made to get more countries to agree
to make contributions. It is hoped that
Western countries, including Britain,
will step up their aid but, I believe,
special efforts are being made to
appeal to the Soviet Union, who so
far has not made any contribution at
all, and the oil-producing countries
for financial commitments.

If the conference is unsuccessful
in raising more money, the refugees
will be condemned to a terrible fate.
“I do not think that the international
community will ignore the pleas of the
refugees,” a UN official said recently.

UNHCR
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En Africa

Cinco millones de personas a la

espera de una racion de comida

NAIROBI, abril (Especial de IPS)

Cinco millones de seres hambrien-
tos, en su mayoria mujeres y nifios,
forzados a desplazarse, a abandonar
hogares, a atravesar desiertos o sel-
vas, buscando un lugar que al alcan-
zar, lo encuentran sumergidos, casi
siempre, en su propia tragedia,
miedo,  desesperanza, incerti-
dumbre....Estos son los refugiados
de Africa.

Muchos de ellos no lo saben.E
incluso, aquellos que escucharon
hablar de ello, o no lo entienden, o
no lo creen. Son pocos, cierto, los
refugiados que conocen ¢l temerario
dato de que el mundo gasta en fabri-
cacion de armas un millén de déla-
res. Pero el dato estd ahi

Las Naciones Unidas han convo-
cado en Ginebra una conferencia in-
ternacional que, a lo largo de los
dias 9 y 10 de este mes, intentara
buscar mas fondos para contribuir a
la solucién inmediata de aquel dra-
ma humano en aumento.

El alto comisariado de la ONU
para refugiados (UNHCR), organi-
zador de la reunion, ha preparado
informes de cuya aprobacion podra
surgir una racion de comida, una in-

er.:clon, 0 un pupado de tngopam
; que son 13% necesidades mas
vitales para aquellos cinco millones

e A Ve Am

Por su parte 1a Organizacionpara
laUnidad Africana(OUA) continua
lanzando gritos de alarma: la si-
tuacion, aseguran sus funcionarios,
es radicalmente distinta a lo que lo
fue hace 10 aiios, cuando el namero
de refugiados en Africa era ‘solo’ de
750 mil.

La OUA lamenta que la opinién
publica mundial no esté suficiente-
mente informada sobre aquella tra-
gedia diaria e insiste en la insuficien-
cia también de los fondos de ayuda.

Mientras en el mundo las prime-
ras planas de los medios de informa-
cion se dedican al anuncio de un

cambio de gobierno, de la pérdida
de un escaiio parlamentario, de la
ultima coalicién de votos para de-
fender un proyccto.para decidir la
prohibicién del trdnsito en determi-
nadas calles en determinados dias de
la semana, la noticia de un en-
cuentro internacion| sobre el drama
de los refugiados, suele pasar a las
paginas interiores o a la seccidén de
reportajes.

La reunién de Ginebra tiene un
solo antecedente: la conferencia que
sobre el problema de los refugiados
y personas desplazadas en el sudeste
asidtico se realizd, también en Gi-
nebra, en 1979. '

En el marco de los preparativos
para esta reunion, los gobiernos

.africanos elaboraron balances, da-

tos, cifras, prioridades y el alto co-
misariado de la ONU difundid noti-
cias, publicaciones e informes
e, incluso, organizo viajes a grupos
de periodistas' a los regionales mas
afectadas por ese drama,.

He aqui algunas cifras:en el mundo
hay un total de diez millones de re-
fugiados, de los cuales la mitad se
encuentra en un solo continente:
Africa. Hay 28 paises afmapos que;,
‘mecesitan ayuda alimentusix ““de ur-
gencia’’ para hacer sobrevir a secto-
res de sus respectivas poblaciones.

La FAO (organizacién de la ONU
para agricultura y alimentacién)
tanza continuos llamados al mundo
para que envie alimentos y medici-
nas a esos 28 paises. Solo en Soma-
‘lia hay un milién y medio de refu-
‘giados. Desde el Chad salena diario
centenares de seres, huyendo de la
guerra, hacia paises como el Came-
-run o Nigeria. En el Sudan hay casi
medio millon de refugiados, en
Zaire, 400 mil, en Burundi mas de
un cuarto de millén.

Los informes estan ahi. Los datos
ya son conocidos, y la tradegia en .
aumento....solo falta conocer la re-
accién del mundo.
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Fem millioner pa flugt

FN-konference om hjeelp til Afrikas flygtninge dbner i dag i Geneve

Af Jesper Sge HER FINDES AFRIKAS FLYGTNINGE

Marokko 500

Algeriet 52.000
Agypten 5.000
Nigeria 110.000
Senegal © 5.000
Sudan 490,
-  4906.000 Dysbvut. ERaNTaTe]
Gh
ana 200 Ethiopien e £, 000
Ceatralafrikanske Rep. 7.000
c o
ameroun 266.000 Somalia 1.54%0.000
Uganda 112,400

Kenya R 3. <t

Gabon 30.000

Zaire 400. 000 Rwanda . 10,150

Burundi __

Tanzanta ___ 140,000
Angola 71.000
Zambia . 13.500
Mozambique ___ 100
) Botswana __ 7. 400
Kilde: Oplysninger fra tilflugtslandene.
Bemark, AL tallene kun omfatter registrerede flygtninge
og derfor ikke er fuldstandige. Flygtninge, der vender Swaztland 10.000
tilbage til deres hjrmlande, er ik¥e medtaget, selv om Lesotho 10.000

de modtager intermatlonal bistand til deres tilpasning

Der er fem millioner af
dem. Mange er syge,
mange er sultne. De fleste
er kvinder, bgrn og gam-
le. De er flygtet fra for-
folgelser og krig. Ofre for
begivenheder udenfor
deres kontrol.

De har forladt deres
.jem og draget ud til fods
pad den lange ferd over
grkner, floder, bjerge og
gennem jungler.

Det er Afrikas flygininge.
Hver enkelt skabne har sin
egen tragedie. Tilsammen er
de fem millioner et nederlag
for menneskelighed, en krise
for menneskeheden.

Det er disse flygtninge
som hgjsttdende regerings-
representanter fo rige lande
torsdag og fredag i Geneve i
Schweiz samles for at hjel-
pe. P4 den afrikanske flygt-
ningeskonference, som ar-
r-ngeres af FNs flygtninge-

,kommissariat, UNHCR,
med Poul Hartling i spidsen.
spidsen.

Halvdelen af alle verdens
flygtninge er i Afrika, deres
tal er femdoblet siden 1975.

— Situationen forvarres
stadig og vi har hardt brug

far hixln cicer hallmndren

Konferencen vekker min-
delser om megdet i juli 1979,
hvor rige giverlande lovede
over 1,2 milliarder kroner til
Indokinas badflygtninge.

De afrikanske flygtninges
drama har ikke vakt si me-
get opsigt som badfolkets
tragedie. Det har givet sig

udslag i at der ofres ca. 120

kroner pr flygtning .i det
sorte kontinent, halvdelen af
hvad mange andre flygtnin-
gegrupper far.

Onsker

Intet under at 30 afrikanske
stater mgder op med kaem-
pemassige onskelister. Kra-
vene belpber sig samlet til
1.15 milliarder dollars (7.7
milliarder kroner). De forde-
ler sig pa 494,5 mill. kroner.
dollars (3.3 milliarder kro-
ner) i direkte flygtningehjzlp
og 85.9 mill.dollars (575 mill.
kroner) til af genbosztte
flygtninge.

Derudover gnsker de afsat
312,7 mill. dollars (to milli-
arder kroner) til »stgttepro-
jekter, der skal hjzlpe med
at absorberé flygtninge-
strgmmen«.  Projekter i
denne kategori strakker sig
fra 41.1 mill. dollars (275
mill. kroner) til bygge veje
Somalia, som alene huser

mara and an fiardadal af hala

milion kroner ) til klasseva-
relser i en underskole i Ke-
nya, som har 3.500 flygtnin-
ge.

Medregnet 260.8 mill. dol-
lars (1.7 milliarder kr) der
spges om til allerede god-
kendte FN-projekter for
flygtninge nis et total-tal for
hele konferencen pa de 7.7

miliarder kroner.

I et langt konferencedo-
kument hedderdet,at »det er
havet over enhver tvivl at
Afrikas nationer fortjener
hjzlp s de kan viderefore
deres storsldede og genergse
holdning overfor flygtninge-
ne«. .

De fleste af Afrikas lande
repsekterer de internatinale
konventioner om asylret og
nasten overalt modtages de
fremmede med traditionelt
gastevenskab, eller i hvert
fald ikke med fjendtlighed.

Urealistisk

Ikke desto mindre anses on-
skelisten pA 7.7 milliarder
kroner for fuldkommen ure-
alistisk.

- Glem det pAkonferencen,
det tal ender i historiens
clkraldacnand <Qicar en kilde 1

Et meget mere opnieligt
mal er ekstra hjelp for 450
mill. dollars (godt tre milli-
arder kroner) til at sztte ind
mod akut ngd blandt flygt-
ningene, hvoraf mange hen-
sleber tilvaerelsen i stgvede
trgsteslgse lejre eller barak-

byer.

Tre milliarder over to &ar
indregner de 1.7 milliarder
kroner der behgves til alle-
rede godkendte projekter.-
Et sidant resultat vil vare
en enorm succes, siger Kkil-
der i UNHCR. I forvejen
har UNHCRs budget passe-
ret de tre milliarder kroner.
Det skete sidste ar. For ti ar
siden var budgettet for Poul
Hartlings  organition pi
ca. ti mill. dollars (67 mill.
kroner)

Dale de Haan advarer
mod overdreven optimisme.
—~ Mange traditionelle giver-
lande har antydet, at deres
evne til at poste nye milli-
oner i flygtningehjelp ikke
er ubegranset.

- Noegle lande er nu be-
gyndt at spgrge om, hvor
grenserne for humanitar bi-
stand gar, siger han.

— P4 den anden side, tilfe-
jer han er det klart at hvis

det internationale samfund
ikke rveter an med hetvdelio



USA

F¢r konferencen modtog
UNHCR den oplivende ny-

hed, at USAs nye regering
under Ronald Reagan har
ansggt Kongressen i Was-
hington om at sette flygtnin-
gehjzlpen til Afrika op fra 54
mill. dollars (361 mill. kr.) i
1982. Det drejer sig alene om
bitand ikke om fpdevare le-
verancer. 1 ar giver USA 42
mill. dollars (281 mill. kr.) i

fodevarebistand til Afrikas
flygtninge. ‘
FNs hgjkommisszr for

flygtninge har allerede mat-
tet revidere sit budget for
-1981. De seneste overslag
antyder, at budgettet ma
fordobles, hvis det blot skal
dakke behovet i Somalia.

Rapporter fra hgjkommis-
szrens kontor anslir antallet
af flygtninge i Somalia til
1.540.000.

60 pct. er etniske soma-
liere, flygtet fra konflikten i
Etiopiens Ogaden-omrade.

Hgjkomisserens  budget
for 1981 baseerer sit behov
for somaliske flygtninge pa
omkring 900.000. Den plud-
selige stigning i tallet i om-
radet betyder, at hovedpar-
ten af pengene som konfe-
rencen hiber at rejse i ha-
stehjelp, sandsynligvis vil ga
til flygtninge p& Afrikas
Harn

I‘:I_‘\‘gtnmgeb(/)rn i Uganda reddet fra sultedpden

Barn med arme og
ben som tendstikker

Et fattigt kontinents nye tragedie: flygtningene

— En lille pige med tend-
stiktynde arme og ben
rakte sin hind op mod
mig, tog fat i en af mine
fingre og forte mig rundt i
lejren.

— Hun ville vise mig
npgden og elendigheden.
S&dan sagde den norske
skuespillerinde Ljv Ullmann
for nylig, da hun mgdte poli-
tikere fra begge Kongressens
kamre i Washington.

Hun fortalte om sit besgg i
Somalias flygtningelejre.

~ Mens vi sidder her og ta-
ler, der tusindvis af bgrn,
sagde hun. - Jeg s& de lange
ventende rxkker af menne-
sker, der venter pa flyet med

‘mad skal komme. eller en

lastbil med medicin og le-
ger. . . nogle kvinder holdt
deres udtzrede bgrn frem
mod mig og sagde: — Dette
er mit sidste barn, de andre
er dode.

Liv Ullmann kunne rejse
vek fra lejrene, tilbage til et
liv i luksus. Det kan flygt-

" ningene ikke. De er fanget i

en ofte trpsteslgs tilverelse i
et kontinent, hvor 60 pro-
cent af befolkningen under
alle omstendigheder er un-
derernerede. I det Afrika,
der rummer 29 af verdens
fattigste stater, i en verdens-
del, der er kaldt fattigdom-
mens fzlde.

Netop her rammer flygt-

ninoetrasedien skctra hardt

nye hundredtusinder,. som
velter ind over grenserne,
skaber problemer, som kun
kan lpses ved hjzlp udefra.

Somalias problemer er i
serklasse. Hver fjerde ind-
bygger er i dag flygtning.

Her et par eksempler pa
hvordan tilvarelsen kan
fqnne sig for Afrikas flygt-
ninge andre steder pi konti-
nentet.

Tanzania: - P4 lodder med
fem hektar god agerjord i
Tanzanias nordgstlige del
dyrker flygtningene i Ulian-
kulu majs og kassawa til eget
forbrug, hver husholdning
skal maztte ca. ti personer.

Der dyrkes ogsa tobak for
at skaffe kontanter. Bgrnene
gér alle i skole til deres med-
res store stolthed. De er
nemlig analfabeter. Bprnene
arbejder i marken efter sko-
letid og bidrager til maden
ved at jage smafugle.

Familierne, som flygtede
fra’ stammemassakrer i det
overbefolkede Burundi,  le-
ver i smi byer i traditionelle
redlerede huse, alt bogstave-
ligt bygget med egne han-
der.

Alle 25.000 flygtninge af
Hutu-folket, der har fundet
et nyt hjem i Tanzania ejer i
fallesskab en traktor og en
del i flygtningekollektivets
butikker mv.

Mélet er at de en dag skal
vere indsluset fuldstendigt i
deres nve land hlive fulde

medborgere. Ca. 35.000
flygtninge fra nabolandet
Ruanda er for nylig blevet

statsborgere i Tanzania.
Sudan: Bag en Knoid vea

byen El Gedaref i Sudans
velstiende hirseland i den
flygtningerige Kassala-pro-
vins bor 6.000 registrerede
etiopiske flygtninge.

Bosatningen hedder Ta-
iwawa, hver familie har p
sin lille lod et telt, hvor de
ofte er stuvet sammen med
skremte slegtninge, der
ikke tgr lade sig indregi-
strere som flygtninge. De er
bange for at blive sendt til-
bage til Etiopien eller vak
fra deres slaegtninge.

Mendene kan i hgsttiden
f4 arbejd& pa de rige benders
marker. De arbejder pi ak-
kord med Kklart ulovligt lave
lpnninger. Kvinderne i Ta-
iwawa selger grgntsager
inde i byen eller arbejder for
sudanske familier.

Det er en officiel hemme-
lighed at de ofte udnyttes
seksuelt og af de hirde om-
stendigheder tvinges ud i
prostitution. I lejren florerer
tuberkulose og mange bgrn
dgr pd grund af sygdomme
og darlige sanitere forhold.
Selv almindelige maslinger
kan vare dpdelige her.

Det sociale billede er
mgrkt. FA bgrm gir i skole,
mange unge er arbejdslpse
og slar sig pa flasken for at
finde trost. Soe.



FIN DE LA CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE
‘SUR LES REFUGIES AFRICAINS
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[CARA déterminée
a trouver

140 milliards
ans Pimmeédiat

e i la Somane
w mittigins Ge sans-abfi,
‘1o Sogdan (490 000), e Zaire
' (400.000), Ie . Cameroun
{226.000), ' ‘le’ - Burundi
+{234.000), la: *Q’Tanzanie
54140 @0). . . F'Ouganda
+(112.000), et ;Anqofa (73.000).

"LE SOLETL"

bgnég en Afrique (ﬁA-'
squi segt. terminée- ‘Ge- »

. iés - en Afrique.
meaa ehmre estmonté &

tavam qu'it
‘du teri!ps pour clari-
~les différents” types 'de
e dmlse Jpour coordon-
Fassistance: ‘nouvelle avec
programmaﬁ déja’ exis-
%s et pour qgtgammar aveg
itude cordbien de fonds

nouveaux |a conférence avait
collectés. >

Des personnamés de I ONU,
qui ont déja I'expérience de
cgmférences du: méme ordre
Pnuos ‘dans le passé, ont
yprévu que la somme nette de
'aide  additionnelle promise
cette semaine totaliserait entre
30 et 50 % des 140 milliards.

Les représentants. africains
‘ont exprimé leur déception du
fait que.les pays donateurs se
sont 0pposés a une proposi-
tion uul Aaurait assuré que les
programmes d'side seraient
exécutés par I'intemédiaire
des agences de PONU, plutdt
.que str le plan bilatéral. Les
Africains. _avaient. espéré que
les aldes prévues'le seraient
sur ie plan «réfuglés» et non
sur le plan «Nation».

L.es négociations engagées
sur ce point controversé ont
retardé de trois heures la clo--
ture de la conférence.

La position africaine, expri-

-mée par I'ambassadeur du

Soudan Omar Birido, a été
prise en considération dans la

'syhthése de M. Waldheim.

Parmi les engagements an-
" noncés pendant les deux jours
de la conférence figurent 72
milliards ‘F CFA (en deux ans,
et ‘sujets: & Fapprobation du
congrés) de la part des Etats-
Unis, 8 milliards de 'Allema-
gne de I'Ouest, 7% milliards de
lArabie Séoudite 6,5 milliards
du Canada, 3,5 milliards du
Japon 4.2 milliards de I'talie,
2.7 milliards de I'Australie et
4,5 de la Grande-Bretagne.



Npmbreux parmi ces enga-
’ ’gependam sont ceux

I' ONU ou encore I'alde buaté-
rale déja promise.
- L'ouverture de la conféren-
ce, avait été retardée en raison
de la présence d'lsraél qui, a
I'origine, provoqua un boycott
de la part de tous les pays ara-
bes. A I'exception de I'Egypte
{qui a signé un traité de paix
avec Israél), et de ia Somalie,
du Soudan, et Djibouti qui ont
a faire face a d’importants
problémes causés par les ré-
fugiés.

Isradl avait été invité par le
secrétaire général de 'ONU, et

les pays arabes ne se ‘sont
joints a la- conférence que
lorsque 'OUA, en la persbfine
de I'ambassadeur soudanais,
eut fait une déclaration du
haut de la tribune, précisent
qu'lsraél avait été invité sans
que I'OUA eGt été consultée.

M. Birido a déclaré qu'dl 8'y
serait opposé par principe, dés
fors qu'israél est {ui-méme
responsable de problémes de
réfugiés et coliabore étroite-
ment avec I'Afnq ue du Sud-m-
ciste, .

Aucun pays socialiste euro-
péen n’'assistait a 1a conféren-
ce. Les délégués africains ont,
en privé, critiqué cette ahpen-
ce, disantque méme siles pays
socialistes répugnaient & ¥oir
I'argent octroyé par des agen-
ces internationales basées en
Occident, ils auraient pu s'en-
gager dans la voie d'une aide
bilatérale.

Tandis qu’'en privé les reprb-
sentants africains accuailfent
avec plaisir_{a promesse des
Américains, ils n'hésitent pagd
dire que cet argent ne saurait
servir d’excuse, dans le sud du
continent, a la politique améri-
caine en faveur de I Atnquedu
Sud. )

INTERI?RESS SERWCE
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bitter opservation that
Hon refupeces [y being

There’s half a noint in the
the plight of Africa’s {ive m
igncred because thoy move vy foo! insiend of boat A
conference cuiled by 00 Africon states in Geneva
{ing !‘y comimnanced attention to the problarmn even {f it
faijed to raise the desived §1.2 Lillion in emerguency aid.
Some good has vlvcady resaiied. A contrite Reagan Ad-
minis *1’1&:..1. dolensive about ,I’\ Caraiiss m i
LSoath / r;m p;::d{;fﬂ C2ed nidhon at the mceting to .
help biack i : viv e boen ¢riven into exile by
war and revo
The appatiing taci 15 that vough v half the world’s
181 ees are & sttered through Africa. They are wot
ﬂmply the victirns of droughit and famine but of power
strugples among and within politicaily fragiie Afrncan
states. No region is more 5a¢ly stiicken than the Hom
& Africa, where wars m upia’s Fritrea and Gga-
denareas have as o millien people
— and his ina on already Oc.l" hed hw drought, A
pratracted i t . Chad he veil at least as
maony into exile, v1th the budan providing asylum to
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Refugeef.. The goal wherever 1 ossible is to resettle the
exiles: aud in some instances, T'anzania for example,
geneirovs hest countries e distributing arable iand.

ut the U.N., with its current budget oi $260 million,
can hare'y keep siive most of thnse who languish in
makeshift camps.

Commendably, ths Raagan Adsuinistration in
recent weeks has steadily incroosed its pinnned contri-
Eution to the refugee fund. Still, ihis windfall benefit to
tiie boatless people swes a good deal to come thought-
less wcrdg in Washirgton aboat South Africa being a
favored ally. To show that it does care about black
Africa, the Administraiion scized zratefully on this
humanitarian cause.

With its help, the Reagan Administration can aiso
make some legitimate political points, Liitle neip is ex-
pected from the Soviet bloc, wiose isader s piously con-
tend that the m:-_«Pry of African refugies is the fruit o!‘
Western imperiatisn. But Sovict arms in the ha:ids
Ethiopian tropps zve pam e ible for s;;rwdmg
farmine aod pestilence; and ! )/a i Coviet weapons
tov)“monga(nu}cw,;\.a winChul These Lovror s have
not pren produced by st ane 1 the Feasan Admine
stravien is eammgt wug it finaerhe ol culpri,

Playing Polities
Yeinh Refugee Aid
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Czils Taiks on R 2fugees
In /Africa a Success
Sy« cial to Tie New York Times

UITED NATIONS, NUY., April 15 —
An cmergeney Lieeting in Geneva to
raise funds fir a8 muny es live million
African re‘ugws has bez 1 \,..A.ec a suc-
o1 -
'cdgcdcmv‘ ol ritiion, les, thuul
! amount sougnt. 1;;& < ..1::c Star

1z
saad i o '-::r*p
CoiE Was exirem: s

trab dejcpates ot first refused to

e”ter tecause sracl’'s delspate ar
rivad first, and the Soviet boc didn’t
come at ail, argmnv that the matter at
Liand was ai} the fault of Westem ¢
lonialism. But despate the shadow-bos-
ing and absenteecs, a United Nations
confzrance in Geneva last week raised
$560 millien to aid an estimated 5 mil-
liocn African political refugees.
4{irican nations had hoped for close
o §1 billion to augment the $360 million
being spent this year by the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees
and other U.N. agencies. President
Siaka Stevens of Sierre Leone, chair-
men of the Organization of African
Unity, said he brought an ‘‘S.G.8.”
frcm governments trying tc cope with
the influx of peoplec displaced by wars
and tribal persecution. There is *no
time,"” he said, “'for bickering, no time
for conflict, no time for differences.”

Ttre Sovxﬂ' Urion excusad its penny-
pinciing by blaming the West for ig-
soring ethnic ard triba! boundaries
when it cut up Africa into colonies,
Mozcow didn’t meriion the near!y two
midicn refugees created v hin the

past few years by we wars between
.,m'wt backed Ethicpia and Eritrean
cnd Ggaden secessionists,

The Rezgan Administration, which
ted she donom by pledging 2285 mil-
ilon, waz not abtove trying to score
i aatical paints of its own. “Conirary
i sor.ie rep:‘ rts,”” United Nations dele-
gate Yeane J. Kirkpatrick told report-
ers, “the Govemmem of the United
Stetes cares a great deal about our
relations with the nations of Africa.”

14.4.81
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Africa’s refugees aid plea

WITH more than half the world’s
10 million refugees now concen-
trated in Africa, the continent’s.
leaders are to ask for $1,250
million in international aid.

The refugee problem is increas-
ing daily as a resuit of drought,
famine and war, prompting the
Organisation of African Unity to
ask the United Nations to
convene a special appeal con--
ference in Geneva in April.

To impress aid donors,
predominantly the Western
nations and Japan, the UN High
Commission for Refugees has
been showing a group of writers
on relief problems some of
Africa’s worst-hit regiens — in
Somalia, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe
and Cameroon. . . .

The tour organiser is senior
UNHCR official Leon Davico. At
the weekend he took us to
Degahabour camp in the

By NICK WORRAL,
DEGAHABOUR, Monday

drought-ridden Ogaden region .of
Ethiopia, where 10,000 people -
live in- crude huts on barren
ground some 30 miles from the
border with Somalia. Across that
border more than a million people
are living in refugee camps
supported by a huge relief opera-
tion.

Davico told me that by the end
of last month most of Africa’s 50
nations had submitted pleas for
refugee aid totalling $1,250
million. He said practically every
African country now had at least
five thousand refugees.

This vast sum of money would
be in addition to the estimated
$500 million that the UNHCR
will have to spend this year on

refugees not only--in Africa but
around the world. N

Nearly a third of Africa’s
refugees are in Somalia, where
the 1,500,000 in camps get barely
enough to eat and drink. Far
worse problems are expected next
month, as rivers dry up.

Ethiopia is appealing in
Geneva for $55 million to resettle
almost 300,000 people who fled
years of war in Eritrea and the
OUgaden and who are now return-
ing to find their homes destroyed
by war ana their l1and spoiled by
almost continuous drought since
1973.

Other African States in trouble
include Sudan, which is trying to
care for half-a-million refugees

from Ethiopia, Chad and Uganda;

Zaire which has 3U0,U0U retugees,
many from Angola; Algeria,
which claims 52,000 refugees; and
Angola, which has 40,000. The

Sa/Di 11-12 avril 1581
Réfugiés en Afrique:
action intense du CICR

list is almost endless.

The West’s response is likely to
be far smaller than the stricken
countries are hoping. A similar
conference in 1979 for South-East
Asia raiséd $320 million, plus
promises of settlement Tor 230,000
people, .a total considered a good
response at the time. Since then,
however, world recession and
policy decisions to cut aid by, for
instance, Britain and the United
States, have reduced the poten-
tial of aid likely to be offered.

‘Additionally, the West’s main
donors — the US, the EEC, Scan-
dinavia and Japan — are growing
uneasy about the lack of aid from
Russia and other Communist
States — although the Kremlin
and its allies have often been
Jfomenting the conflicts which
contribute to refugee problems.

— London Observer Service

«La situation inquiétante des réfu-
giés africains appelle une solution
urgente et durable. La recherche d’une
telle solution, tout en revétant certains
aspects humanitaires, doit immanqua-
blement passer par un réglement paci-
fique des différends», a souligné
M. Alexandre Hay, président du Co-
mité international de la Croix-Rouge
(CICR), dans une déclaration remise
vendredi matin aux délégués des
94 pays représentés a la conférence
internationale sur Passistance aux
réfugiés en Afrique, réunie 2 Genéve.

«En e_ffet, force est de constater que
la situation de plus en plus tragique des
réfugiés est la conséquence directe de

ces problémes politiques qui n’ont pas

encore trouvé de solution. La recher-
che de ces solutions va néanmoins
prendre du temps. Aussi faut-il que la
communauté internationale donne aux
organisations humanitaires les moyens
d’assister les victimes de fagon effica-
ce», a relevé M. Hay.

Prés des trois quarts du budget
CICR /Afrique 1981, soit environ
50 millions de francs, seront consacrés
aux «réfugiés de I'intérieur» que sont
les personnes déplacées, dont le nom-
bre avoisine 2 millions et qui sont
qlsséminés dans la Corne de I Afrique,
I'’Angola, I'Ouganda, le Tchad. Mais
outre ces personnes déplacées et les
réfugiés, il ne faut pas oublier les

milliers de blessés, malades, prison-
niers de guerre et politiques, disparus
et familles séparées, a souligné
M. Hay.

Pres de 80 délégués du CICR, assis-
tés de nombreux collaborateurs recru-
tés sur place, déploient leurs activités
humanitaires dans 13 pays: Tchad,
Soudan, Ethiopie, Somalie, Ouganda,
Kenya, Zaire, Angola, Zambie, Zim-
babwe, Mozambique, Namibie, Afri-
que du Sud. Les programmesdu CICR
pour 1981, récemment soumis aux
pays donateurs, se chiffrent 4 plus de
66 millions de francs et sont basés sur
une évaluation des besoins effectuée
par les délégués du CICR dans les
différents pays africains concernés.

(ATS)
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Conferenza mondiale a Ginevra
sui rifugiati in Africa

| lavori iniziano domani sotto gli auspici dell’lONU
indispensabile trovare una soluzione al dram-
ma di 5 milioni di profughi nel continente nero

GINEVRA, 8.

Sono cinque miljoni. Molti dj loro so-
no affamati, molti altri sono malati.

La maggior parte di essi & costituita
da donne e bambini. Per sfuggire alle
persecuzioni e alla guerra, vittime di
eventi di cui non sono responsabili es-
si hanno abbandonato i propri focolari
e sono partiti a piedi, attraversando de-
serti che si chiamano Kalahari o Saha-
ra, hanno guadato fiumi come lo Zam-
besi 0 lo Shabeli, hanno varcato mon-
tagne e foreste vergini.

Ecco 'in sintesi il dramma dei rifu-
giati africani. Ciascuno di essi reca con
s€ la propria tragedia personale. Con-
siderati nel loro insieme i rifugiati d’
Africa rappresentano una crisi umana
di’ primaria importanza. Una crisi che,
superando le frontiere di una provincia,
di un Paese o di una regione, riguarda
ora il mondo intero.

E’ per far fronte a questa crisi che
I’Assemblea Generale delle Nazioni Uni-
te ha chiesto nel novembre scorso al
Segretario Generale dellONU, Kurt
Waldheim, di convocare una Conferen-
za internazionale destinata a mobilita-
re l'assistenza per i rifugiati in Africa.

La Conferenza che aprira i lavori do-
mani a Ginevra, sotto gli auspici delle
Nazioni Unite, & la prima grande riunio-
ne internazionale espressamente intesa
a richiamare l'attenzione dell’opinione
pubblica mondiale sulla condizione e
sui bisogni dei rifugiati in Africa.

Prenderanno parte alla Conferenza
a livello ministeriale tutti gli Stati mem-
bri delle Nazioni Unite. Vi partecipe-
ranno, inoltre, i movimenti di liberazio-
ne nazionale riconosciuti dall’lOUA (Or-
ganizzazione dell’Unita Africana) e dal-
le Nazioni Unite, nonché diverse Orga-
nizzazioni Non Governative (ONG) ed
Intergovernative ed i mass-media che
hanno gia avuto occasione di occuparsi
del problema dei rifugiati in-Africa ed
hanno partecipato a diverse misure per
risolverli. I lavori si concluderanno ve-
nerdi.

La Conferenza si propone di raggiun-
gere i seguenti obiettivi: richiamare 1’
attenziona dell’opinione pubblica mon-
diale sulla tragica situazione dei rifu-
giati in Africa; mobilitare risorse sup-
plementaii per i programmi in favore
dei rifugiati in Africa; aiutare i Paesi
d’asilo ad ottenere l’assistenza interna-
zionale ai progetti destinati a rafforza-
re la loro capacitd ad assumersi il far-
dello supplementare che i rifugiati im-
pongono alle loro infrastrutture e ser-
vizi.

La maggior parte di questa dispera-
ta fiumana di cinque milioni di rifugia-
i & giunta in Paesi in via di sviluppo,
cioé Nazioni che gia lottano per garan-
tire alle proprie popolazioni un livello
decente di vita.

Questi Paesi non sono in grado con
i loro mezzi di ovviare ai bisogni delle

-aleuni fattori esterni negativi quali la

siccita, il rincaro delle fonti energeti-
che, i deficit alimentari, la recessione
mondiale.

Per essere concretainente operante,
I’assistenza deve non solo far fronte
ai bisogni peculiari della crisi, quali la
corresponsione di cibo, alloggi, cure
mediche, ma contribuire altresi alla ri-
cerca di soluzioni in virtt delle quali
i rifugiati di oggi possano divenire i
cittadini produttivi di domani.

Uno dei grandi obiettivi perseguiti
dalla Conferenza sard pertanto quello
di ottenere consistenti risorse supple-
mentari al fine di consentire ai Paesi
africani di accollarsi il gia pesante ca-
rico rappresentato dall’accoglimento di
alcuni milioni di rifugiati, e di trovare
i mezzi per promuovere soluzioni dure-
voli alla crisi nel quadro delle attivita
nazionali di sviluppo.

T

Morning News, Karachi

560m dollar
pledged for
Afriea’s DPs

GENEVA, April il: United
Nations Secretary-Gene.ral Kurt
Waldheim said today donors had
pledged almost 560 million dol-
lars to aid Adrica’s refugees.

The pledges of 559.§ million
dollars exceed the 450 million
dollar target for helping refu-
gees over the next 18 months.

12.4

A’ conference on African re-
fugee relief would up as it had
opened with a delay caused by
a procedural wrangle. The
meeting was suspended for three
hours while African and West-
ern nations agreed on the for-
mula for summing up the ses-
sion.,

Delegation sources said Wes-
tern states opposed African de-
mands for a follow-up confer-
ence to be included in a sum-
mary of proposals by Dr. Wald-
heim,

Western countries argued this
was not needed and that the idea
had pot been put to them in
advance, the sources said.

Sudan, leading the African
group, finally made a separate
statement suggesting ‘the possi-
bility of holding a further inter-
#ational conference” on African
refugees. Dr, Waldheim said in
his concluding speech only that
African proposals “merit care-

§ul eonsideration.”—Reuter,

15 la i ol

M, Hassan Belkhoja a Genéve

CONTRIBUTION MATERIELLE

DE LA TUNISIE AU PROGRAMME

D’ASSISTANCE AUX

REFUGIES

En marge de la Conférenca
internationale cd’assistance aux
réfugiés d’Afrique ou il prési-
de la délégation tunisienne, M.
Hassan Belkhoja, ministre des
Alffaires étrangéres. s’est entre
tenu successivement -avec M.
Kurt Waldheim, Secrétaire Gé-
neral de 1'ONU, M. Von Wech-
mar Président en exercice de
I"'Assemblée Générale des Na-
tions Unies et Mme Kirt Po-
trick chef de la délégation des
Etats-Unis d'Ameérique.

Les entretiens ont porté sur
le déroulement des travaux de
la conférence ainst que sur la
situation grave des réfugiés en
Afrigue.

Les bonnes relations entre la
Tunisie et I'ONU ont ete éga-
lement soulignées de port et
d’autre.

. Avec Mme Kirk Patrick M.

qui menacent ['Afrique  ainsi
que la situation préoccupante
au Moyen-Orient. .

Par ailleurs, ©~ M. Hassan
Belkhoja a informé le Secrétai-
ra Général ce I'ONU de la dé-
cision de la Tunisie de contri-
buer par la somme de 15.000
dollarg américains au program
me d‘assistance aux réfuglés.

A l'excepton de I'Egypte, du
Soudan et de la Somwlie, les
pays .arabes se sont trouvés
dons l'obligation de ng pas
assister & la séance d'ouvertu
re de:la conférence pour oro-
taster contre fla participation
d'Israel 4 cette conférence.
Les pays arabes ont fait sa-
voir qu'ils verseront d'impor-
tantes contributions financiéres
pour venir en aide aux réfu-
giég africains réaffirmant ainsi
leur solidarité tradit.onnelle
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For an International
Refugee Year

ACCORDING TO  CONSERVATIVE
estimates made by humanitarian agencies, more
than ten million people today live as refugees
in countries other than their own. One of the
sad ironies this figure conceals is that while
all of them have been driven into exile by
persecution of one kind or another — ethnic,
tribal, religious, or ideological — more than
half of them are children who do not even
know the meaning of these terms. Another
grim fact is that today for the first time there
are almost as many people seeking asylum
—- crossing not just borders but whole continents
— as there were after Hitler in Europe. Refugees
have now become so much a part of the
landscape that they have even added a whole
set of tragic euphemisms to the vocabulary
~— thus we have the “"boat people” from Vietnam,
Cuba and Haiti adrift in the South China Sea
and the Caribbean, searching for a friendly
shore, the “disappeareds” of Argentina and
Chile who were not lucky enough to become
refugees, the “temporary exiles” from Palestine
and Central America who hope to go back
once civil violence and foreign occupation ends,
and the not so fortunate ones who can never
go home and are waiting “in the country of
first asylum” in the hope that they may be
accepted for “third country settlement”.

But the refugee problems of Asia and
Latin America pale before those of Africa,
where there are today as many as five million
displaced persons from more than a dozen
countries — Namibians driven out by South
Africa, Chadians by Libya, Somalis and Eritreans
by Ethiopia, Saharan Arabs by Morocco, Asians
by Uganda, and the Tutsis and the Hutus
by Rwanda and Burundi. Their condition has
not received as much notice because they
are the boatless ones who because of built-
in Westemn prejudices towards people of African
origin have preferred to find asylum in their
own continent.

The conference on African refugees held
by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees earlier this month in Geneva did
succeed in raising at least half the $1.2 billion
needed to provide emergency aid and relocate
the refugees but it could not get at the root
of the problem, which is political. This was
because some of the 50 African States who
had called the conference were the very ones
who had created the problem in the first place.
Politics of a type was nevertheless injected
into the conference when the biggest donor,
the United States, made it known that its contribu-
tions were to be spent not in Ethiopia (which
is hit by a civil war as well as drought) but
in Somalia and Sudan whose regimes it finds
‘more acceptable. A durable answer to what
has now become a global crisis obviously
cannot be found by such piecemeal or partisan
approaches. Because it is both a humanitarian
@s well ag political problem which shows every
sign of increasing in dimension, it has to receive
urgent and universal consideration — the United
Nations can help focus such attention by sponsor-
ing an international Refugee Year.
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Alhaji Ali Baba, Minister of State for External Affairs of
Nigeria, addressed the International Conference on
Assistance to Refugees in Africa convened in Genéva. One of
the first speakers, he said that the African refugee had been
treated with ‘’benign neglect.” (See story on Page 5)



maginons une population de

cing millions qui atlend

dans les camps que les guer-
res cessent, qu’un dictateur meure
ou qu’un pouvoir change.

En Afrique, cing millions de ré-
fugiés sont parqués comme des ani-
maux, vivanl de charité internatio-
nale ! Pourquoi I’Afrique compte-
telle 50% de tous les réfugiés de
la planéte terre 7

Les responsabilités

H est remarquable de consta-
ter que sur les cing millions de
réfugiés 50 & 60% le sont a cause
de facteurs politiques. C’est ainsi
par  exemple. que plus de
2.000.000 de versonnes ont été
chassées . de leur terre par les
conflits qui opposent d'une part
I’Ethiopie a la Somalie -et d’autre
part le Zaire & ’Angola ! A ce ni-
veau la responsabilité des pouvoirs
politiques-  est  indéniable. l.e
conflit Est-Ouest, ainsi que la per-
méabilité des gouvernants de cetle
région onl fait que deux millions
d’étres humains ont é1é chassés de
leurs villages, au nom d’idéologies
qui prétendent apporter le bonheur
des hommes. La lutte entre le mar-
xisme el le capitalisme a fait fleurir
les ruines el installer des cimetiéres
la ot I’lhomme tirait d’une terre in-
grate de quoi tromper sa faim et
conserver l'espéce.

REFUGIES

Cing
millions
d’esclaves

MONCEF BEN M'RAD

Quand UEthiopie de Mengistu
chasse  habitant de I'Ogaden,
quand la Somalie de Siad Barre se
lance a la conquéte des terres «u-
surpées», ce sont les nomades et les
paysans qui payent.

Le méme cas se pose pour cer-
taines populations du Tchad qui
ont été obligées de s’expatrier et de
quitter une modeste habitation ou
un petit commerce quand les chars
tonnaient au dessus de Ndjanena,
clles imposaient des réves politiques
meurtriers @ une population qui ue
comprenait pas pourquoi les poli-
ticiens venaient toujours détruire ce
que la mam de I’homme a cons-
truit ! Mais 4 ces calamités civili-
sationnelles il faut ajouter les fac-
teurs climatiques et économiques.

En effet, la sécheresse persistan-
te dans certaines régions d’Afrique,
en particulier au Sahel a fait que
I'étre hrumain, incapable de s’assurer
unc nourriture vitale émigre vers
une autre région ou dans un autre
pays pour pouvoir survivre. La res-
pounsabilité, a ce niveau, des ex-
pays colonisateurs est indubitable.
puisque «cety» Occeident a encouragé
des aclivilés agricoles telles que la
culture du -café et de l'arachide
dont son économie avait besoin.

Ajoutons a ces facteurs I'ineu-
rie de certains gouvernants, les dé-
penses de  prestige. le  détourne-
ments de fonds. les clivages ethni-
gues el nous pourrons comprendre
que cing millions de personnes sont
condamnées a perdre leur statut
d’étre humain.

Malgré les 250 milliards de mil-
limes que ONU a pu collecter.
malgré I"abstention de P’Union So-
viétique a venir en aide a ces cing
millions de réfugiés il semble que
ces «<hommes fain» soient condam-
nés a vivre en €trangers sur leur pro-
pre planéte.

Solution

Je n’en vois aucune tant que les
Lhommes du pouvoir continueront
a considérer les pavsans et les ouv-
riers comme des proies ou une abs-
traction. Seule le pouvoir divin

conpte !
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African refugees get

massive aid pledge

GENEVA (AP, UPI) — In one of the most sizable contri-
butions announced at a high-level Conference on Aid to
African Refugees, Japan pledged yesterday $33 million in
assistance funds for the continent’s dispossessed, estl-
mated at 5 million persons in 25 countries.

i

Picture released by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees in Geneva shows an
Ethiopian child drinking water in a refugee
camp in Somalia. — AP

Japan’s pledge, to be

channeled through relief-

agencles, has been ex-
ceeded only by the
United States, which said
Thursday it will contrib-
ute $285 million over two
years, and by West
Germany, which an-
nounced an aid package
of $34.5 million.

The Soviet Union and
most East European
countries are absent
from the conference, the
goal of which is to solicit
up to $1.24 billion in
pledges for emergency
aid-and additional deve-
lopment . assistance for
Africa’s refugee-receiv-
ing countries.

Nearly $500 million in
new and previously com-

mitted assistance funds -

had been pledged by
early yesterday, the last
scheduled day of the con-
ference, organised by
the United Nations, UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees and the Organi-
sation of African Unity.

In addition, China —
which recently turned
for the first time to the
international com-
munity for disaster relief
assistance — announced
yesterday a cash pledge of
$1 million to African
refugees.

“Our ability falls
short of our wish to pro-

-vide material help for

our African friends,”
Chinese Vice Minister
for Foreign Affairs,
Zhang Canming, told the
conference, to which 94
countries have sent dele-
gations.

In keeping with Afri-
can countries’ prefer-
ences to keep the confer-
ence focus off politics,
Zhang's remarks con-
tained only passing and
rather mild reference to
the Soviet Union. )

“The hegemonists,”

he said, invoking what
has become China’s code-
word for the Soviets,
‘‘are committing expan-
sion and aggression
everywhere....It is on
this background that a
sharp rise in the num-
bers of refugees has
occurred in vast areas of
Indochina, Southwest
Asia, the African conti-

- nent, as well as in Latin

America.”

Mrs Jeane Kirkpat-
rick, US Ambassador to
the United Nations, in
announcing that Presi-
dent Reagan wants to in-
crease aid to Africa by 30
per cent, also called on
the African countries to
end the “military adven-
tures and violent poli-

tics” which, she said, are
the cause of the conti-
nents refugee problem.

“In this effort you can
count on the United
States,’ she told the Afri-
can countries.

Hardline Arab states
introduced politics into
what was a strictly hu-
manitarian conference
by demanding the exclu-
sion of Israel which, they
said, should never have
been Invited.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick
warned, however, that
the United States would
walk out if Israel were
barred and the Arabs
agreed to let Israel take
its seat provided it did
not make a speech.
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Les réfugiés
en Afrique
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Pledged for reg miFon for African refugees

G
in response to vrgaent pleas for grecter emergency aid to Atiice's
Re[“ ees l ) At o nearly & miltion refugees and returiiees, donor countries at a UN conier-
g n l'lca ence here have jusi pledged $560 mitlion in aid, special conespondent
Edward Girardet repoits.

GENEVA (LAgencig) — The con. Acthiough it ramains unclear what proportion of these contributions is
fevemos on Frofugess i -Afst actuzly “fresh” & 13y, not piedged previousty, UN Secretary-Genaral
ded at the United Nati ~ ol Kuri Waidheim, who presidod over the §4nation imernational Confer-

. ! ations here after ence on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, said he was “more than satis-
eliciting pledges of 560 million dol- fied with the rosulis.”
lars for the coniinent’s dispossessed Westen contributions make up the bulk of promised funds. The US

Nearly 100 countri ook " deizgation, headed by UN Ambacsadar Jeane Kirkpatrick, announced a

e 1 es took part. s25 mition plodge, the fargest donation. This was followed by Wes! Ger-

Among 10 argest donors to the cause many ($34,523.209) ard Japan (§33 miltion).
of Africa’s estimated 5 milli Oty two OFEC nations, Saud; Arabia and Indonesia, announead

ces and displaced perso on rofu- tedges. $36 # $20.009, respectively, The Suviet Union and
g 1spl sdedges, $30 mLaen Lo 037, raspectively. The SuWe on and
United States (285 mi .ns were the oiher Bzt bine cointries were not prasent &l the meeting daspit. b
the ‘ million dol]ms) N Lons. Athough some Livicon delegies srofescsd not to nodca the eb-

Common Market (68 milkon) . Jae sancl i the Sovet Unkn 2t otiver East-bloc nations apart fram

pa'.n (33 million), West Germany (34 Yietnam, wnany Jelegeies condemnad t.air fatiuce to turm ud.
million) and Saudi Arsbia (30 mil.
lion) . ‘

Late Fﬂdﬂy' night, UN S o
General Kurt Weldheim soid that 66.9
/nnlllon dollars was for UN refugee
programmes in Africa and for the In.
ternational Red Cross and 41.1 million
weo for the bilateral assistamce to va-
rlmsommmes But the bulk of the
donations, 451.1 million doliars, re-
mained to be attributed.

Washington Tost USA 195.4.81
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XKEHEBA, 10. AITPUJIA (TA-
HJYT) - Ha upBoj cjeannun Kou-
depenuuje o appHukuM H3Gjernn-
uama y JXKeuesm neneraumje cy
MpHjaBKIIe MpBe NMpHUiore koje he
HHXOBE 3eMJbe JaTH Ja GH ce oMo-
ryhuio u3BplIeHE MporpaMa Ha-
MHjeHleHHX THM H3Gjernauama.
Henerauuja Hurepuje npunaxe
TPH MHNHOHA jaoJsiapa, a XonaH-
auja 9,5 muaHona. lled xonau-
ICKe penerauwje i<, Takole, Haro-
BHjecTHO Aa he EBporncka 3ajeaun-
1a (YHjEM HHCTHTYUHjaMa Xomnan-
JIHja TPEHYTHO NpeEACjenaBa) mope-
haTt# noMoh y XpauH Koja je Ha-
MHujelbeHa HaGjermuuama.

Ile¢p amepuuke nenerauwuje,
ambacanopxa CAXX y YH Illun
Kupknarpuk je u3jaBuna ga he
IbEHAa BJyana, ykoJiHko KoHrpec
onobpH, ymiaTHTH 285 MunHOHa
nonapa 3a nporpame noMohu ad-
pH4KMM H36jernuuamMa 3a nepHos
1981 -82.

hank] N T 1 29 K 27
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$600 Million Contributed

To African Refugee Drive

GENEVA (UPI) — When all
the adding up was over, the first
U.N. conference on aid for
African refugees had brought in
nearly $600 million.

This far exceeded the hopes of
the U.N. High Commissioner
for Refugees and other relief
agencies which had called for
$300 million but which had
expected only half that amount.

The United States led the way
with an aid commitment of $285
miilion up to the end of 1982. The
Soviet Union and its allies
ignored the appeal.

Other big contributors were
the European Community with
$68 million, Saudi Arabia with
$30 million, West Germany with
$34 million, and Canada and
Japan with just over $22 million
each.

U.N. Secretary General Kurt
Waldheim closed the two-day
conference late Friday night by
saying ‘major strides’” were
made In making the world
conscious of the desperate
plight of Africa’s 5 million
refugees — more than half the
world total.

He said a compilation of all

the pledges made at the session
showed that $562.9 million will
be forthcoming.

The African nations, although
saying they were ‘‘heartened’’
by the resuits, also demanded
followup action in the form of
more conferences in the future.

Speaking for the African
group, Sudan’s Internal Affairs
Minister Ahmed Abdulrahmen
said, “It is better to/ prevent
than to cure” and that the first
African refugee aid conference
should be seen as;/‘‘curative”
rather than preventive.

African nations asked
Waldheim to convene the
conference on grounds that
while Africa has half the
world’s refugees, only 1 in
every 3 dollars in international
retugee aid goes to Africa.
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USA lupasi jittisumman
Afrikan pakolaisille

Yli 80 maan edustajat aloittivat
torstaina Genevessé kaksipaiviisen
mammuttikokouksen Afrikan yhi
huutavammaksi tulevan pakolai-
songelman ratkaisemiseksi.

Padsihteerit Kurt Waldheimin
avaama kokous yrittdd koota noin
900 miljoonaa dollaria voidakseen
tiyttdd Afrikan viiden miljoonan
pakolaisen vilttimittdmimmat ela-
misen tarpeet.

Ensimmiisen paivin istuntoa si-
viytti Yhdysvaltain Yk-valtuuste-
tun Jeane Kirkpartrickin ilmoitus,
ettd Yhdysvallat osoittaa tarkoi-
tukseen 285 miljoonan dollarin
(1,1 miljardin markan), jattildis-
maisen méiararahan.

GENEVE
Lauri Karén

Yhdysvallat on siten jo yksin
valmis antamaan kolmanneksen
YK:n pakolaisjirjeston UNHCR:n
asettamasta tavoitteesta. Sen si-
jaan sosialistinen blokki loistaa
poissaolollaan vedoten siihen, etté

“nehin ovat teidan siirtdmaifanne,
jotka eivit kuulu meille”, kuten
erds niiden edustajista on kyyni-
sesti vittéinyt.

Afrikkalaisten valtioiden oman
toivomuksen mukaisesti kokous on
puhtaasti humanitaarinen. Se ei
ole kuitenkaan estiinyt poliittisia
villikohtauksia. :

Afrikan maat ovat esittlineet
omat avunpyyntonsé, jotka nouse-
vat yhteenlaskettuina 1,3 miljar-
diin dollariin. Méérd4 pidetdén
epirealistisena, ja kerdystavoite on
siti sen kummemmin ilmoittamat-
ta asetettu alhaisemmaksi, mutta
kuitenkin mielekkéén ohjelman to-
teuttamiseksi.

Suomi avustaa 12 miljoonalla v

Suomi nosti torstaina kansainva-
liseen avustustoimintaan menevan
osuuterisa mdérillisesti kokonaan
uudelle tasolle.

Ulkoministeri Paavo Viyrynen
ilmoitti Afrikan pakolaiskysymysta
kisittelevassa kansainvilisessé
suurkokouksessa Genevessd, ettd
Suomen hallitus on paéttanyt ir-
roittaa 12 miljoonaa markkaa —
kolme miljoonaa dollaria — Afri-
kan alati paisuvan pakolaisongel-
man lievittimiseen,

Viitaten siihen, ettd yli puolet
maailman 10 miljoonasta pakolai-
sesta on Afrikassa ja ettd yli puo-
lella sen valtioista on huomattavia
pakolaismédrid alueillaan, Vayry-
nen totesi, ettd kun poliittisesta,

taloudellisesta ja yhteiskunnallises-
ta epdvakaisuudesta johtuva tur-
vattomuus iskee kaikkein kdyhim-
piin maihin, niin “seuraukset tule-
vat erittiin vakaviksi”.

Viéyrynen mainitsi mydhemmin,
etti Suomen oloissa merkittdva
avustussumma  osoittaa, miten
”merkittiva timi ongelma on mei-
din tirkeysjirjestyksessamme”.

”Olen iloinen, ettd ndin suuri
summa on voitu irroittaa meidin
niukoista rahoistamme”, Viyrynen
lisdsi. ""Se on kerrankin sitd tasoa,
etti se on vertailukelpoinen mui-
den maiden avustusten kanssa.”

Suomen avustussumma kestdd
tilld kertaa hyvin vertailun muiden
Pohjoismaiden kanssa, kun ote-

taan huomioon vékilukujen ja ta-
loudellisen  suorituskyvyn erot.
Ruotsi lupasi Genevessi 30 mil-
joonaa kruunua eli noin 7 miljoo-
naa dollaria ja Norja 5 miljoonaa.

Hallituksen  tiistaina  tekemé
péitds ilmoitettiin Genevessé Suo-
men “ajkomuksena” eli vield edus-
kunnan vahvistusta vaativana toi-
mena. Véyrynen sanoi, ettd sum-
ma aiotaan budjetoida kahdessa
osassa niin, ettd ensimmdiset kuusi
miljoonaa markkaa saadaan kayt-
toon jo tind vuonna kevédn lisé-
budjetin yhteydessd. Esitys tehti-
neen eduskunnalle toukokuussa.

Loppuerdén kuuluvat kuusi mil-
joonaa budjetoidaan normaalilla
tavalla vuoksiksi 1982—83.



Internationale Konferenz in Genf

Afrika zahlt fiint Millionen Fliichtlinge

Reagan erklirt 9. April zum Tag der Afrika-Fliichtlingshilfe / Eroffnungssitzung begann mit Eklat

Genf (dpa). - Mit einem EKklat begann am Donnerstag in Genf eine
internationale Konferenz, die Hilfemafinahmen fur die fiunf Millio-
nen Fluchtlinge auf dem afrikanischen Kontinent und materielle
Unterstiitzung der Aufnahmeliander in Afrika beschlieBen soll.
Wegen der Zulassung Israels blieben die meisten arabischen Dele-
gationen der Eroffnungssitzung fern.

UN-Generalsekretar Kurt Waldheim
nannté neben den Hilfemaflnahmen als
wichtiges Konferenzziel, daf} die Weltof-
fentlichkeit auf das Schicksal der
Flichtlinge aufmerksam wird. Vor den
Vertretern von tber 80 Regierungen,
darunter ein Staatschef, 14 Auflenmini-
ster und 12 Staatssekretire, raumte
Waldheim ein, daf3 die Priasenz von
Flichtlingen in Afrika wie auch anders-
wo ein Symptom und nicht eine Ursache
sei. Es gehe bei der Konferenz jedoch
nicht um die Ursachen, so wichtig sie
auch sein moégen. Das Los der Flichtlin-
ge sei ohnehin stets mit Fragen der
Menschenrechte verknupft.

Waldheim unterstrich auch, daf3 in
den zwei Konferenztagen nicht alle Pro-
bleme zu 16sen seien. Mit ,,Grofimut und
Realismus kénnen wir jedoch sofort und
hier ein' nitzliches Werk beginnen®.
Waldheim forderte die Weltgemein-
schaft auf, ,,grofziigig und ohne Zdgern
auf den Appell menschlicher Not zu
antworten*. .

‘Dér Vorsitzende der UN-Vollver-
sammlung, Wechmar, unterstrlch daf
von allen Fliichtlingen auf der Welt die
Halfte in Afrika lebt. Ihte Zahl nehme
standig zu. Trockenheit, Hungersnot,
Krlege und’ Verfolgung breiteten sich
immer mehr uber Afrika aus. Deshalb
genuge es nicht, so sagte Wechmar, das
Schicksal der Fliichtlinge in" Afrika zu
erleichtern. Es misse moglich sein, ei-

nen ,entscheidenden Schritt zur Be-
kampfung der schrecklichen Geif3el der
Vertreibung von Menschen aus 1hren
Heimen* zu tun.

Die amerikanische UN-Botschafterin
Jane Kirkpatrick, die als Regierungsmit-
glied nach Genf entsandt wurde, kiin-
digte an, daf} die Vereinigten Staaten in
diesem und dem kommenden Jahr 285
Millionen Dollar fiir die Fliichtlingshilfe
in Afrika zur Verfligung stellen wollen.
Prisident Reagan sei entschlossen, die
Afrikahilfe weiter auszudehnen. Die
USA seien mit dem Schicksal Afrikas
besonders verbunden, weil viele Ameri-
kaner afrikanischer Abstammung seien.
Um seine Anteilnahme an ihrem Schick-

sal zu betonen, habe Reagan fiir die
Vereinigten Staaten den 9. April zum
,»Tag der Hilfe fir die Flichtlinge in
Afrika‘ bestimmt.

Die Konferenz wurde mit knapp zwei-
stiindiger Verspitung erdffnet, da um
die Einladung Israels im letzten Augen-
blick Differenzen aufgetaucht waren.
Als nach langen Verhandlungen hinter
den Kulissen die Zulassung Israels be-
schlossen wurde, blieben die meisten
arabischen Delegationen der Eroff-
nungssitzung fern. Am Donnerstag mit-
tag war noch offen, ob sie sich mit dem
Boykott der Eroffnungssitzung begnii-
gen oder sich iberhaupt weigern, an den
Beratungen teilzunehmen.

Zu der Konferenz waren 131 Staaten
eingeladen worden. Wahrend China
durch eine hochrangige Delegation ver-
treten ist und auch Cuba eine Vertre-
tung entsandt hat, lehnten es die Sowjet-
union und die iibrigen kommunisti-
schen Staaten ab, der Einladung nach
Genf zu folgen.

Die Ursachen des Fliichtlingsproblems in Afrika

Hunger, Verfolgung und Biirgerkrieg

Funf Millionen Afrikaher leben - so
wurde am Donnerstag auf der interna-
tionalen Konferenz {iber den Beistand
fur Fluchtlinge in Afrika betont — unter
oft unertraglichen Bedingungen in der
Fremde, wo sie auf die Hilfe von Men-
schen angewiesen sind, die zum Teil
selbst kaum das Notigste zum Leben
haben. Die Zahl, von der die Vereinten
Nationen ausgehen, beruht in der
Hauptsache auf Angaben der Aufnah-
melander und ist schwer zu Uberpriifen.

Das Hochkommissariat fur Fliuchtlinge
in Genf spricht von drei bis funf Millio-
nen Heimatlosen auf dem schwarzen
Kontinent.

Eine genaue Zahl ist deshalb schwer
anzugeben, weil zu den Flichtlingen
manchmal auch Nomaden gezéhlt wer-
den, die Uber die Staatsgrenzen hinweg
standig ihren Wohnort wechseln. Auch
die Bewohner der Sahel-Gebiete, die vor
Diirrekatastrophen in Nachbarlander

ausweichen-und spiter wieder in ihre
Heimat zuriickkehren, lassen sich zah-
lenmaBig nur schwer erfassen.

Am schlimmsten ist die Flichtlings-
not in Somalia, wo nach Angaben der
Regierung 1540000 Menschen aus
Athlopxen Zuflucht gesucht haben.
Ebenfalls aus dem von Athjopjen und
Somalia beanspruchten Ogaden-Gebiet
stammt ein Teil der 490 000 Fluchtlinge,
die der Sudan aufgenommen hat. Die
anderen kommen aus Uganda, Zaire
und dem Tschad. Vor dem Biirgerkricg
im Tschad flichteten etw 100 Q00 Men-
schen nach Nigeria, eberxsg_adt vxéle nach
Kamerun. Insgesamt leben in Nigeria
110 000, in Kamerun 266 000 Vertriebene
aus den Nachbarlindern. Das kleine
Land Burundi nahm 234 590 Menschen
aus dem nicht grofleren Nachbarland
Ruanda auf, die den Stammesfehden in
der Heimat entgehen wollten. Umge-
kehrt gewahrt Ruanda 10 150 Fliichtlin-
gen Asyl.

Von den rund 400 000 Menschen, die
Zaire aufgenommen hat, stammt etwa
die Halfe aus Angola, die anderen kom-
men aus Uganda, Ruanda, Burundi und
Sambia. Sambia wiederum nahm 5 000
Fliichtlinge aus Zaire und 18 000 Ango-
laner auf, dazu 10 500 Angehorige ande-
rer Nachbarstaaten. Die 42 000 Flicht-
linge in Djibouti stellen zwolf Prozent
der Gesamtbevilkerung des Landes.
Angola bietet 73 000 Menschen Zu-
flucht. Davon sind 50 000 aus Namibia,
18 000 aus Zaire und 5 000 aus Suidafrika.
Mit den 52 000 Bewohnern der Westsa-
hara, die vor der marokkanischen Beset-
zung nach Algerien geflohen sind, und
den Flichtlingen in und aus anderen
afrikanischen Landern ergibt sich eine
Gesamtzahl von etwa dreieinhalb Mil-
Horen.



Réfugiés d’Afrique : pires que la menace de
la bombe atomique pour la paix du monde !

En 1970, le Haut Commissariat
aux RAéfugiés des Mations Linias
entraprit de dénombrer las rélu-
giés en Afrique et® proclama
quelques mois plus tard gqu'lls
étaient 750,000 | A l'dpogue, ie
chiftra fit sensation; pensez
donc : la moitié du nombre total
des Palestiniens en exil |
Aujourd’hul, un peu plus de dix
ans plus tard, les statistiques |es
plus récentes nous atfirment
qu'ile sant plus de sepl millions |

C'étalt avant les dvénements ré-
cents du Tehad qul ont fai fuir
les minorités chrétiennes et ani-
mistes ay Camaeroun el avant
I'aggravation de la situation sur
le Planalto de |'Angola, ce pla-
leau flertile qul occupe tout le
centre du pays &l ol sont prises
antre deux feux, dix-hult millions
de personnes, coincéas entre les
troupes gouvernemantales an-
glaises épaulées par les Cubains
ol les troupes sud-africaines al-
lides mux maguisards de MUNITA
Gul rivalisent d'ardeur pour mi-
ner |usqu'au moindre sentler el
renden! le Planalto impropre &

-
-
T

I'agriculiure el inaccessible aux
secours envoyés, depuis des
mois, par la Comité international
da la Croix-Rouge... On n'en finit
pas de chiffrer | Méme sl l'en
s'en~tient aux chiffras officials,
deux faits se dégagen! qul re-
tiennent Immadiatemant |'atten-
tion ;
1. La vitesse alarmantie de 'nc-
croissement du nombre de réfu-
gigs africains...
2. Lefait de constater que plusde
la moitié des rétugiés du monde
arre d'un bout & 'autre de I'Afri-
que.
C'est une des principales raisons
qui ont décidd les MNations Unies
& tanir & Genéve, les 9 el 10 avril
J887, une Conlérence inlarnatio-
nale d'Assistance 4ux Réfugiés
d'Aftrique. Il ne nous esl plus
possible dlignorer un seul.ins-
tant, & l'avanir, l'ampleur ot 'ag-
gravatlon d'un prabléme dont le
yoids & ruiné de fond en comble
dconomies fraglles des pays
d'accuell qul ont eu & en sup-
porter la charge écrasante. Cer-
tains de ces pays comptaient

=

géla parmi fes plus pauvres du
monde, mais cela ne les & pas
ampéches de nous donnar una le-
gon de solidarité, de fraternitéd &
de géndérositd, en ouyrant large-
ment leurs frontiéres & une telle
multitude de réfugiés.
Un des objectifs majeurs de la
Conférence de Genéve es! de
frouver les ressources gul aide-
ront les contrées africaines d'a-
sila & faire face aux responsabili-
145 effrayantes que représonte o
fait d'accusillir chez elles des
milliens de rélugiés. La Conté-
rence s'efforcera auasl d'attirer
I'attention internationale sur la
siuation des rétugiés d'Alrique
et sur [@ danger mortel qu'lls re-
présantent an outre pour la paix
duy monde.
Si l'on s'en réfbre & la déclars-
tion de M. Paul Hartling, Haut
Commissaire pour les Réfugidéa
des Nations _Unles, selon la-
quelie = le prifiiéme des réfugiés
dans la monde représente pour
la palx une plus grande menace
que la bombe atomique =, Il nous
resle A conclureé que L'Europe
el asalse sur plus de la molté
de |la pulssance nuclésire qul
mensce de falre voler le monds
on éclats Pour nos struclures
d'accuall, les réfugiés d'Afrique
posant un probléme d'autant
plus algu, qu'lls ne fonl partie
d'aucun conlingent prévu &t ne
béndéticiant d'aucun des avan-
tages réservés Bux prisonniers
politigues. Considérés, souvent
& torl, comme des = rafugiés dco-
nomigues =, lls n'ont pas de& vi-
sas, pas de garants, pas d'ins-
truction de base qui leur parmel-
trait de poursuivre des éludes,
aucune possibilité dinstallation
ou d'intégration par In pratigue
'un métier, Dés lors, munis de
eur seul passepori el d'un billet
d'avion, les plus privilégids d'en-
tre eux se heurtent & une ab-
sence lotala de moyens de leur
vanir en aide. Rien n'est prévu
dans leur cas | Celul des oppo-
sanis politiques aux régimes en
piace ou des étludiants qu'un
changemant de rédgime brutal
prive subitemeni de leur bourse
d'atudes & de lout contact avec
leur famille est 4 peine plus
confortable. Una arreur couranta
ast de répartir les réfuglés d'Afri-
que en deux catégories : les
= politiques = et les = #économi-
ques ». En réalité, on n'y dénom-
bre pas moins de 10 causes de
déstabilisation qui, toutes, pro-
voquent l'exode @1 la mort de
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Helping world’s
refugees is
their business

By DAVID MASON

in GENEVA :
AIDING the world’s
refugees is a never-ending
struggle, but one in which
a United Nations organisa-
tion counts its successes in
the millions.

The UN High Commissioner
tor Refugees, Poul Hartling, says
the Nobel Peace Prize-winning
organisation has saved the lives of
25 million persons in its three
decades of effort.

“Each day now,” the former
Danish Prime Minister told an
interviewer, “we are saving the

lives or improving the existence of .

800-900 persons.”

The refugees, victims of
political turmoil or wars, number
perhaps 10 million, with half in
Africa.

Major attention has been.

focused on Afghan refugees in
Pakistan, Somalian refugees from
the Ogaden, Cambodian and
Vietnamese refugees in South-
East Asia and Cubans in Latin
America and the United States.
There are many uprooted persons
in other parts of Africa and
Central and South America.

The High Commission’s budget
has leaped from $125 million in
1978 to an expected $500 million
by the end of 1980. .

Asked why the refugee problem
seems to be growing, Hartling
presents two reasons:

First, the world’s news media
make the existence and plight of
refugees known quickly and in
detail and there is a more poig-
nant awareness of the problem.

Second, Hartling believes that
the fact there are now. 153
independent nations — about
three times as many as at the end
of the World War Il — creates
more possibilities for conflict
which creates refugees.

At the same time, Hartling sees
a ‘“spark of hope” because many
nations have an increasing feeling
of responsibility for aiding
refugees, some in monetary terms
and others, particularly in Africa,
by offering the hospitality of their
lands.

The High Commission makes

every effort to sidestep politicis-
ing the refugees issue or to
lecture nations for creating situa-
tions which produce refugees.

Officials are not blind to the
political origins of refugee
problems, such as the Soviet
intervention in Afghanistan
which has led to an estimated
1,150,000 Afghan refugees in
neighbouring Pakistan.

Another refugee crisis area now.
is Somalia, where there are an
estimated 800,000 ethnic Somali
refugees from Ethiopia’s Ogaden
area.

Officials say that ‘‘boat
people” continue to flee Vietnam
at the rate of 5,000-7,000 a
month. .

Although Vietnam, Ethiopia
and Afghanistan are closely
linked: to the Soviet Union, the
Soviets contribute nothing to the
High Commission’s budget,
although it does extend some aid
to individual countries to deal
with refugees, officials say.

Hartling says that “all systems
create refugees except free
democracies”. lronically, those
nations contribute the largest
share of the commission’s budget.
The United States will contribute

S$137 million in 1980, the Kuro-

pean Economic Com-
munit Hartling says that less
than 10 per cent of his budget
goes for administrative expense,
including his office here and
smaller offices in 80 countries.

He admits there is inevitably

some waste — some stealing a-

truck or a tent — and because
relief supplies are sometimes
bought at more than normal
market prices in emergencies.

But, he said, use of funds is on
a strictly "“access and account”
basis — that is, the High Com-
mission must have direct access
to the refugees and an accounting
must be made.

The High Commission says it
refuses to hand out unsupervised
money to govemments, fearing
that direct grants may .go into
officials’ pockets instead of to
refugees.
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Houdiepenimja o Haermuwama
PEJICEIHMUK OPTAHU3ALHUIJE APPHUYKOr JEOMHCTBA

n u npedcednux Cuepa Jleone Cexe CTusenc 0TBOPUO je Y
HKenesu 9. anpuad Kongeperyujy o uzbezanuanra y Appu~
yu aneayjyhu na denezayuje 84 3esmsbe 00 NOMOTHY UITHAHUUUME
LUPHOZ KOKTUNENTa" xojur cada uxia mpexo 5 muauona. Ha orsa-
pary xoupepenyuje 2080puU0 je U zenepaanu cexperap YH Kypr
Banadxajm xoza je I'eHepaaHa CKYNUITUHE CBeTCKe opaMu3auuje
ogaacTuaa da cazose osaj cxyn. IIpema Bandxajmy, xongbepenyu~
ja uHaa TPU UUSE: CKPEHYTU NANCHY C8eTA Ha 08aj Tewxu npobaen,

‘npuxynury cpedcrsa xoja he omoyhuru da uzbezauue pewe cg0j

npobaex U HAJ3E0 NOMORU OHUM GPPUUKUM 3eMbaMe KOje CY Npy-
acune yrouuuwire uzbezauuasa da aaxuie nodHecy TepeT Koju . cy
006p080.6HO Npeysene. BaadxajM je ucraxao 0a cy “eTupu 0d yxy-
nHO NeT MUAsuUORa apuuKuUxr uzbezauua nHawse yrovuwre y 18 naj-
Hamwe pazsujenur zexmansa Adgpuxe. Hapouuro je saxcuo 1o da je
weby uzbezauyana 60 00cTo xena u deye.

HA CHHUIIH: npedcednux OAJ Cexe CTusenc u zenepasnu
cexperap YH Kypr Baadxajx doaa3e Ha oTsapatbe Kon{Pepenyuje.



Over 1.5 million
retfugees live in
Somali camps

THE refugee population in 30 camps in Somalia has

passed the

one million mark, and there appears to be no end in sight to the

influx of refugees from neighbourin

Ethiopia into Somalia, one

of the poorest countries in the world.

At feast another 500,000 refu-
gees have settled among the local
population. Over 90% of the refu-
gees living in camps are women
and children, and more thao 30%
of them are children under six
years. These refugees probably
represent the highest concentra-
tion of people in the world living
in camps.

The dramatic refugee influx con-
tinues to put tremendous strains
on Somali Government resources
and those of oufside agencies.

Drought has conipounded the

pr%blfeun;s. . the

efugee arrivals at

averaged between 1,000 tom
daily up to A 1980, when
there was a sudden surge and the
g%bedr;ﬂ roseSC to z;’%pn;:"jmatel y

! in September S,

daily in (;ctobcr.

refugees began to arrive in
Somalia — whose normal popula-
tion is estimated at not more than
four million le —in 1977 as a
result of the border conflicts in the
Hom of Africa. Their numbers
increased in 1978, with the
majority settling among the
ropulation of rural areas and of
arger towns. With no possibility
of support for the remaiming refu-
gees, the Somali Government
established camps to house and
feed them.

There were already some 85.000
in these in 1978 and their
numbers continued to increase
during the ensuing year. The
Government made a massive
effort to provide them with food
and services. However, in Sep-
tember 1979, when the Govern-
ment was caring for some 332.000
refugees in the camps and it was
evident that widespread failure of
the rains would seriously affect
the food situation, the Govern-
ment — realising it was no longer
able to cope with the situation —
deciareq a state ot emergency
appealed for
assistance.

Heavy burden

Considerable international
assistance has been given directly
and through Upbited Nations
appeals. But the two principal
problems persist: rainfall has not
yet reached normal levels and the
influx of refugees has increased.
The already complicated task of
distributing food to feed the refu-
gees in the camps has been
adversely affected by disruption in
the oountry’s normal supply of
‘fuel from Iraq.

The intemational community
has responded wm:‘dfood. medi-
cines, equipment and supplies to
meet !e}?e p:nnr;cm necd:pp of the

. ana
international

refugee camp lation. The
United Nations Hi Commis-
sioner for Refugees is co-
ordinating  the utilisation of this
assistance through the National
Refugee Commission (NRC).

Twenty-five voluntary agencies
and government relief units have
sent relief workers to assist the
NRC. Among these are medical
teams to work in the camps;
nutritionists for the supplementary
feeding programme: water and
sanitation experts to help provide
emergency water supplies and
build " latrines; and a’ variety s of
relief workers and specialists.

The World Food Programme
(WFP) is co-ordinating food aid
and providing foodstulfs for the
supplementary feedingdpr amme
covering malnourished children.
While response has been good
and food requirements for 1980
have beep met. indications are
that there will be a deficit' of
74.720 tons of foodgrains for feed-
ing the refy in the camps
bevond mid-1981.

Vaccination

UNICEF, with funds made
available through UNHCR. is
assisting a medium-term pro-
gramme of shallow-drilled wells to
provide safe water to the rerfee
camps. UNICEF’s regular
resources have been utilised to
provide for a mass vaccination

amme in the camps and to
mntroduce infrastructures for pri-
mary health care and women's
education through the training of
refugces as community health
workers and family life educators.

More recently, UNICEF has
assisted the Somali Ministry of
Education, to design an integrated
approach to education in the
camps to cope with the large
nwnbers of children to whom
some  cducational oppiriuaily
must be provided.

The tremendous relief effort has
ghutly alleviated the situation.

e refugees have been provided
with food, although it not
always been available in the
balanced ration and quantity
planned. Starvation has been
averted. ’ .

Prospects for the early return of
the refugees are bleak, and no

or rapid solution to their
resettlement is available. At this
stage, it cannot be stated with any
amount of certainty whether the
drought will persist in the new

ye?tr looks like it will be necessary
to continuc to make provision for
taking care of the rcfugees in
camps while seeking to bring
about more refugee iavolvement
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Helping Africa’s refugees

John Madeleyreports from Genevaona special conterence organised by the OAU and the UN High Commissioner

for Refugees that received pledges of $560m. to aid the refugees of Africa.

A SPECIAL conference to publicise the
serious refugee crisis in Africa and raise
money for the estimated Sm. Afrnicans who
have become refugees, received pledges of
$560m. (£257m.) from 45 governments in
Geneva Jast week.

The conference, organised by the OAU
and the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees. had aimed to raise $500m. for
the refugees immediate needs. so that
target was exceeded. But the money
pledged falls a long way shortof the $1.2bn.
which is estimated to be needed for the
complete rehabilitation of the refugees.

The holding of this conference helped to
alert the world to the fact that the refugee
crisis in African is far more serious than has
been acknowledged — worse even than the
Asian boat people crisis two years ago.

Seventy journalists from many different
countries came to Geneva for the two-day
gathering and there can be few parts of the
world which can now claim that they are not
aware of Africa's refugee problem — which
can fairly be described as the worst refugee
crisis since 1945,

Over half Africa’s refugees are victims of
the various conflicts in the Horn of Africa
— although Nigeria has an estimated
110,000 people and Cameroon 266,000
people who have fled from the fighting in
Chad. In the Horn of Africa. Somalia has at
least 1.5m. refugees many of whom are
living in desperate conditions. With a native
population of only 3.7m., Somalia can
barely cope with the influx of people,
mostly from Ethiopia.

The irony of Africa’s refugees crisis is
that in the main the people who have fled
thetr homelands have sought refuge in
countries which are among the continent’s
poorest. The Sudan has received an
estimated 490,000 refugees, Zaire 400.000
and Burundi 234,000: all are countries with
very severe economic problems of their
owrn.

In an opening statement to the
conference, President Siaka Stevens of
Sierra Leone. the OAU chairman, said, that
refugees existed because of man's
inhumanity to man. President Stevens
recently visited refugee camps in Somalia
and he reminded delegates that when they
were thinking about refugees. then thev
might well declare ““there goes myself but
for the Grace of God™.

This was a moving reminder that anyone
can become a refugee; a person 5 race or
religion can be enough.

When Secretary General of the UN Dr.
Kurt Waldheim. wound up the conference.
he said that he was more than satisfied with
the results and that a solid basis had been
laid for the future. Dr. Peter Onu of the
OAU said that African states were satisfied
at the outcome but he added that it was a
pity that sume countries had not attended.

ent . [ PR I

A starving child in a Somaha refugee camp

the conference had been a humanitarian
exercise which warranted the support of
everyone.

Over half the money raised came from
the United States. Their representative.
Mrs. Jeane Kirkpatrick. said that President
Reagan was ‘‘deeply moved™ by the
suffering of Africa’s refugees and “*desired
to express in a compelling fashion the
solidarity of the US government and the
American people”.

In total. the US pledged $285m. which is
to be spread over 19¥1 and 1982. Mrs.
Kirkpatrick said that $126.5m. of the
money would go to the UNHCR and the
Red Cross: S80m. would go in food aid:
$65m. in a form as yet unspecified and
$11m. would be available to help African
refugees who wished to settie in the United
States. She felt that up to around 3.800

refugees might this year be helped to .

resettle in the United States.

This “resettlement fund” turned out 1o
be controversial. Overwhelningly. Afri-
can countries have made it clear that the
solution to Afnca’s refugee problem lies in
removing the causes of tension on the
continent. thus enabling refugees to return
to their own country should they wish.
Many African delegates in  Geneva
therefore felt uneasy about the US proposal
and the UN High Commission. Mr. Poul
Hartling. said that the UNHCR are not

_encouraging resettiement of refugees in
~shird countries.

Other Western countries were far less
generous than the United States. France
made a paltry contribution of $2.47m. while
Britain did slightly better with $13.86m. As
France and Britain were partly responsible
for the artificial drawing of boundaries on
the African continentin the 16th century —
a factor which isstill one of the causes of the
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The European Economic Community did
however pledge $68m.; two-thirds of this
will come from the European Development
Fund and the remaining one-third will go in
food aid.

Contnbutions from the oil rich countries
were also disappointing. Saudi Arabia
pledged $30m. but that was the only OPEC
money of any significance.

One big question hung over all the
pledges — how much was “"new money™,
and how much was commtted to the
refugees before the conference started?
Close examination of the figures revealed
that probably around two-thirds of the
$560Um. pledged had been committed
beforehand and would have gone to the
refugees anvway. The actual staging of the
conference therefore raised, not $560m.,
but only about a third of that amount The
United States contribution is not nearly as
large as it sounds. Probably 70 per cent of
the $285m. US pledge was already in the
pipeline: only 30 per cent is new money.

Nonetheless the ““new money” will be
important. Mr Hartling made it clear that
the UNHCR now has the finance it needs
for its 1981 programme. Mr. Hartling also
commended Nigeria for the speed with
which it handed over its pledge to the
refugees. The Nigerian government
pledged $3m. to the conference on its first
day and handed over the money on the
second day. Mr. Hartling said that he hoped
all countries would follow the excellent
Mjgerian example. Alhaji Al Baba.
Nigeria's Minister of State for External
Affairs. said when handing over the cheque

that the money was ~a token of
brotherhood™ to fellow Africans.
Whilst the money raised at the

conference should help to alleviate some of
the immediate sufferings of the refugees.
the underlving causes of the problem
remain. It was not the job of this conference
to seek necessarv political solutions but
several speakers made the point that more
needs to be done in search of those
solutions.

Mr. Jama Mohamed Ghalib. the Minister
in charge of refugees in Somalia. stressed
that whilst the conference had proved
worthwhile. “*a political solution™ to the
problem was needed, including the
withdrawal of all external forces from the
Horn. = Weregrettosay.” he said, " that the
international community has not seriously
addressed itself to the problem of finding a
political solution.”

Dr. Waldheim agreed that a polmca]
solution was needed and said the UN was
making efforts to solve the problem. but he
added that such solutions depended on the
willingness of countries 1o co-operate
together.

As Mr. Omer Y. Birido of the Sudan
stressed. it is better to prevent than to cure
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Nigeria's contribution
to refugee conference

Bryan Pearson, reporting from Geneva, interviews Alhaji Ali Baba, Nigeria's Minister

of State for Extemal Affairs.

NIGERIA made - history with " “its
contribution of $3m. to the United Nations
High Commission for Refugees at the
International Conference on Assistance to
Refugees in Africa.

It was the first major donation made by a
black African state to a United Nations
agency for refugees. Furthermore, by
presenting the cheque promptly in Geneva
to the UN High Commissioner, Mr. Paul
Hartling, Nigeria demonstrated a fine
commitment to the cause.

Perhaps the most impressive aspect was
the way Alhaji Ali Baba, Nigeria's Minister
of State for External Affairs, performed his
country's duties. In the midst of much
flag-waving and self-congratulatory state-
ments by other donor countries, the
Minister announced: " Let no one put on the
sanctimonius glow of good Samaritanism,
We have not exactly come to this Geneva
Conference trailing clouds of glory. We are
here to do a sort’of penance; to right the
historical wrongs of the past by rectifving
the grave inequities suffered by Africa and
its millions of refugees.™

Describing the refugee situation as “'an
archipelago of despair” he told the
conference that Nigeria had not come to
teach a new morality " but to re-affirm its
abiding faith and commitment to the
morality which teaches that we are, each,
our brother's keeper.”

At the end of the conference, which had
been marred by political problems. Alhaji
Ah Baba gave an interview to Wesr Africa.
He described the final figure of $560m.
pledged by donor nations as " pretty good”
and expressed hope that the sum would be
used judiciously to ensure maximum
benefit to “the flood-tide of human
misery.”

Talking specifically about Nigeria he said
that between 20,000 and 25.000 had
crossed from Chad through Cameroon into.
Nigeria. About 12,000 were now
encamped. while the remainder were
floating around Borno State. The Federal
and State Government are working
together with the National Relief Agency to
co-ordinate action. These refugees have
highlighted the true nature of the current
refugee crisis sweeping Africa. Previously
those in Nigeria had arrived in smalk
numbers, either as immigrants seeking a

'more virile economy. or — as in the early

1970's — as victims of the Sahelian drought
which forced thousands of nomadic
tribesmen to seek more tertile surround-
ings. Wherever they had come from. these
refugees had never posed the serious
problems that had to be face when the
Chadians fled across the border.

[t has probably done Nigeria some good
to experience at first hand the enormous
logistical problems involved in catering for
the welfare and shelter of such a sudden
influx of people. It is now much better
situated to comment on the grave problems
being faced by its poorer neighbours.

Enormous logistical
problems

These he attributed to: " Instability
within the countries, caused by both
internal and external forces; and naturak
phenomena such as drought.” The latter he
felt needed more attention by many
countries. citing Nigeria's efforts after the
1972 drought in creating eleven River
Basin Authority programmes and ¢mbark-
ing on an afforestation programme in the

north. But on the question of instabilities,
he accepted that the issues were far too
cloudy.

Root causes
of problem

Recognising . that humanitarian care
alone, as provided by the conference, would
not put an end to the suffering — rather just
sustain the sufferers — the Minister was
firm in his conviction that African countries
must get to grips with the root causes of the
probiem.

On the Chad situation he was emphatic.
“We will work with other OAU States to
find a solution, including the stationing of a
peace-keeping force in the country as soon
as possible. which will remain until
democratic elections can be held. Libyan
troops are not the answer.” He said that
Goukhouni Weddeye was enthusiastic
towards these proposals, but accepted that
Colonel Gaddafi — who refused to attend
the Lagos Summit last week — would pose
difficulties. Of Libya's other alleged
ambitions in Africa. he said that it was not
really Nigeria's concern — though he was
worried by some of the activities. "' Nigeria
must take a neutral line so we can mediate
effectively if necessary.” The impending
defence protocol which awaits signatures at
the next ECOWAS summit may force
Nigera to take a more aggressive role.

Returning to the political problems at the
conference caused by [sraeli participation. a
slight hint of anger came into his voice. *'I
believe that if the OA U had been consulted
this would never have happened. [t is
extremely regrettable.” Further than that
he did not want to comment. and said that
he had not brought up the issue during a two
hour private consultation with Mrs. Jeane
Kirkpatrick. US Ambassador to the United
Nations, whose country was at the centre of
the storm. :

Mrs. Kirkpatrick also found herself in-
volved in some controversy because of an
American proposal to admit 8.000 African
refugees into the United States. There was
some African opposition to this.

Nigeria had come out of the conference
well. Conscious of the need for a
humanitarian meeting. it had played down
some of the more contentious issues which
it felt should be debated in another forum.
Alhaji  Ali Baba said: “~We regard
participation at this conference as an act of
faith and solidarity with Africa. Without
prejudice to the actions that must be taken
to eliminate the root causes of refugees, we
ask only that this international conference
be seen as a humanitarian endeavour; and
we urge individual nations of the world to
invest in the development of the. otherwise
wasted. human resources of our continent
for the overall benefit of mankind.”

If Nigeria's mature role at the conference
can be reflected in future initiatives towards
settling some of the intractable political
problems on the continent, then there is
hope yet for the five million or so innocent
victims of circumstances.



La conferenza dell’lONU a Ginevra

iaassistenziale
per i profughi d’Africa

ONO CINQUE milioni i

rifugiati in Africa. In
prevalenza donne e bambi-
ni, ricacciati dalle guerre,
dalle rivoluzioni, dai flagelli
naturali, perseguitati da re-
gimi intolleranti, afflitti
dalla povertd, dalle malat-
tie, dalla fame. Per avere u-
n’esatta dimensione della
tragedia si penst che su due
profught nel mondo, uno é
africano, e che in 10 anni {l
loro numero é passato da
750 mila unita ai cinque mi-
lioni di oggi.

Assente l'Urss

Un problema gigantesco,
apocalittico, che le Nazioni
Unite hanno ancora una vol-
ta messo a fuoco nella Con-
Jerenza internazionale per
Uassistenza ai rifugiati in
Africa svoltasia Ginevradal
9 al 10 aprile.

In effetti, non sono man-
cate in questi anni, e da par-
te dell’Onu e da parte di
singoli paesi, iniziative volte
a fronteggiare una crisi,
che, per le sue proporzioni,
non riguarda solo questa o
quella regione, ma coinvol-
ge l’intera comunitd inter-
nazionale. Ma oggi piu che
mat il problema andava af-
frontato a livello planeta-
rio: oggi che le tante guerre
del continente hanno spa-
ventosamente dilatato la
mappa delle migrazioni. Si
pensi ai conflitti nel Corno
d’Africa, nel Ciad, nel Sa-
hara ex spagnolo, nell’Afri-
ca australe; a zone nevralgi-
che come l'Algeria, il Ma-
rocco, la Tunisia, I’Angola,
il Botswana, il Burundi, il
Camerun, Gibuti, L’Egitto,
UEtiopta, il Gabon, il Gha-
na, tl Kenya, il Lesotho, il
Mozambico, la Nigeria, I’U-
ganda, il Centro-Africa, il
Ruanda, il Senegal, la So-
malia, la Swaziland, la Tan-
2ania, lo Zaire, lo Zambia, lo
Zimbabwe. Acutissimo il
dramma di un paese tutt’
altro che ricco come la So-
malia, costretto ad ospitare
circa un milione e mezzo di
profughi, spinti nel suo ter-
ritorio dalla guerra libertici-
da scatenata dal .regime
marxista di Addis Abeba
contro i movimenti indipen-
dentisti dell’Ogaden, del
Tigrat e dell’Eritrea. Né
meno grave la situazione di
Gibuti, dove il IZ per cento
della popolazione é compo-
sta da rifugiati, o quella del
‘Camerun, della Nigeria e del
Sudan, dove si é riversato fi-
nora quasi un milione di

mmmimamammdd ¥V ruarasmasre ndadla

At tanti interrogativt pro-
posti da un quadro cosi an-
goscioso, la conferenza gi-
nevrina ha cercato di dare
risposte concrete, centran-
do la sua iniziativa sulla ri-
chiesta — ai paesi facenti
parte dell’organizzazione —
di consistentt aiuti supple-
mentari per permettere agli
Stati africani direttamente
interessati di far fronte alle
accresciute responsabilitd
ad esst imposte dall’acco-
glimento, nei propri territo-
ri, di un numero cosi rile-
vante di rifugiati. Ove do-
vesse mancare una tale con-
sistenza e coralitd di inter-
venti—Ilohannosottolineato
in parecchi — la pur enco-
miabile iniziativa dell’Onu
sarebbe destinata a un sicu-
ro fallimento. Non a caso ¢
stata polemicamente rileva-
ta l'assenza dalla riunione
di Ginevra dell’Unione So-
vietica e degli altri paesidel-
I’Est, che pure erano stati
Jormalmente invitati. «Tut-
tigli Stati — ha sottolineato
il rappresentante italiano, il
sottosegretario agli Esteri
Belluscio — hanno il dovere
di partecipare all’azione
imposta dagli avvenimenti.
la responsabilitd non puo es-
sere attribuita solamente a-
gli Stati tradizionalmente
donatoris, € ha annunciato
che U’Italia, pur nella diffi-
cile congiuntura economica
che sta attraversando, par-
teciperd quest’anno al pro-
gramma Onu di aiuto ai pro-
Jughi d’Africa con oltre 16
milioni di dollari, che, ag-
giunti alle somme stanziate
nell’ambito Cee, portano il
contributo italiano a ben 28
mila e 200 milioni di dollari.

Naturalmente non sono
mancate le polemiche e le
dispute politiche anche in
altri schieramenti, qugndo
gliamericani hanno addirit-
tura minacciato di ritirarsi
dalla conferenza se fosse
stata accolta la richiesta
delle delegazioni arabe di e-
stromettere dalla riunione
la rappresentanza israelia-
na, o quando da parte occi-
dentale e stato rimprovera-
to a taluni paesi del Terzo
Mondo di usufruire larga-
mente degli aiuti dell’Occi-
dente e di schierarsi poi, sui
banchi dell’assemblea ge-
nerale dell’Onu, dalla parte
opposta. Nonostante queste
bordate polemiche, il rap-
presentante statunitense ha
assicurato che «I’Africa puo
contare sulla solidarietd a-
mericanas, dando quindi la
confortante notizia che per
gli anni 1981-82 Washington
elargird altri 285 milioni di

di FILIPPO PALIOTTA

‘ministrazione. (L’impegno

complessivo dell’Onu, con
il solo contributo dell ’O_cci—
dente, pare che superi la
metd dei 1300 milioni di dol-
lari richiesti). .

La mobilitazione solleci-
tata é imponente, ma non
basta, anche se attuata inte-
ramente, a bloccare questa
uwpeTALd [IUMaAna ai profu-
ghi, che siavventa, senza so-
ste, con ondate sempre piu
massicce e vorticose, su pae-
sianch’essiin gran parte bi-
sognosi di tutto. E’ stato
calcolato che per ogni pro-
Jugo é appena sufficiente —
per -venire incontro ai suoi
bisogni pit elementari — un
«investimento» di almeno
300 dollari. Ma le guerre, le
carestie, la siccitd (in una
sascia di terreno cie vu dal
Sudan al Mar Rosso non pio-
ve da circa tre anni) vanno
rendendo piu oscure le pro-
spettive dei profughi, che
nei paesi ospitanti trovano
altre pesanti situazioni di
difficoltd, quali il deficit ali-
mentare, il rincaro dell’e-
nergia, l’inasprimento del-
la recessione.

Gli inferventi

~Per essere concretamen-
te operante — indiea una no-
ta della segreteria dell’Onu
— l'assistenza deve non solo
yar fronte ai bisogni peculia-
rt della crisi (corresponsio-
ne di cibo, di alloggi, di cure
mediche), ma deve altresi
contribuire alla ricerca di
soluzioni, in virtu delle quali
irifugiatidioggi possano di-
venire i cittadini produttivi
di domani». In breve, I’Afri-
ca non ha solo bisogno dt in-
terventi assistenziali, che
null’gltro rappresentereb-
bero se non dei rimedi tem-
poranei e, alla lunga, con-
troproducenti e forse peri-
colost, ma di soluzioni orga-
niche e durevoli. E’ certo
pretenzioso — anche se gli
itmpegni assunti in questi
giorni a Ginevra sono lode-
voli — sperare che il conti-
nente africano, cui non
mancano le risorse tutte an-
cora da sfruttare, possa al
pitt presto avviarsi sulla
strada di quella autosuffi-
cienza, che sola potrebbe ga-
rantirgli quella totale indi-
pendenza economica e poli-
tica che la sua gente ha te-
nacemente perseguito sin
dal giorno in cut é riuscita
ad affrancarsi dalla sogge-
zione coloniale. Ma é dove-
roso pretendere che la col-
lettivitd mondiale e soprat-
tutto { paest piu dotati eco-
nomicamente collaborino
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Si dird che U’Africa sem-
bra ripiombata dinuovo nel-
la fase della sussistenza; ma
a Ginevra lo sguardo é anda-
to al di 1d di quelli che sono
i bisogni primari di quel con-
tinente e di quelli nati dalla
nuova piaga det rifugiati; e
questo é un buon segno, per-
ché si é capito che risolvere
la questione africana non e
affare che riguarda sola-
mente quei popoli.
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Iain Guest reports on the qualified success of the Geneva pledging talks

IF BALD figures f{old the
whole story, then the two-day
pledging conference on Africa’s
five million refugees that
finished here on [riday nrust
rank as onc¢ of the most suc-
cessful UN meetings ever.

Thirty-eight of the 87 partici-
pants pledged a total of £254
million. This is roughly half
the target set by the UN and
the Organisation of  African
Unity (£522 million to be
sprcad over four years.), and
equivalent to the total sum
raised for Kampuchea in two
years. It is, as Dr Kurt Wald-
heimm acknowledged to bleary-
eved journalists late on Friday,
still  proof that the inter-
national community ¢an be
generous, even in a recession.

Britain has pledged £6.1 mil-
lion of which £3.5 million re-
presents new money. This is a
miserly sum when set against
the contribution of the United
States (£129 million), Canada
(£8.18 million and Australia
(£5.2 million)—even though
Britain will also automatically
be putting up & fifth of the
£30.9 million offered by the
European Community. |

In his defence, however. Mr
Neil Marten, the British Minis-
ter for Overseas Devclopment,
could have alluded to wide-
spread concern in Western gov-
erninents about humanilarian
aid, and tensions in the UN
emergency machinery. In some
capitals this Is verging on
panie, and many fear that by
sidestepping  the  issues alto-
gether, this meeting may even

have worsened the refugecs’

predicament.

One point’ which c¢an no
longer be ignored 1s the cyni-
cal indiffercnce of the FEast
Europeans, who (with the
exception of Yugoslavia) boy-
cotted this meeting. The Rus-
stans do not contribute to the
budget of the UN High
Commissioner for  Refugces
(UNHCR), and blame refugce
crises on “ colonialism ”
even though Russian allies like
Vietnam, Afghanistan, Ethiopia,
and Chad lie at the heart of
massive refugee problems,

The Arabs, who also boycot-
ted this meeting (vver Israel's
participation) were also
exposed — particularly when
Libya held a press conference
to blame Isracl for expelling
refugees, and then disclaimed
any responsibility for the
quarter of a million refugees
who have fled Chad.

Despite their wealth, OPEC
members are only giving a
combined total of £22,000 this
year to the regular UNHCR
budget, although Arab pride
was rescued by an unexpected
separate grant of £13.6 million
on Friday by Saudi Arabia.

The second issue is exactly
how the pledges should be
speni. No one disputes that the
situation of Somalia’s 1.5 mil-
lion refugees in the parched
Ogaden desert is perilous. But
Tanzania, Uganda, and Zaire
are all harbouring refugecs
who have been virtually intc-
grated with locals over many
years.

The UNHCR and the OAU

acknowledged this in preparing
for the meeting, bul handed
over totally unrealistic requests
for money. Ghana alone asked
for £770,000 for 200 refugces
(from South Africa). Of the
£522 million target, fully £141
million covered such long-term
development needs as roads
and schools hardly relevant to
an urgent two:day pledging
conference,

It was a calculaled gamble
by the High Comunissicner, Mr
Hartling, a former Danish
prime minister and clergyman,
and it prompted one minor
cexplusion  from Mr  Claude
Cheysson, the EEC's Minister
for Development cooperation :
“T will give money where [
see fit — Mr Hartling is not a

cathedral !

Although the UNHCR is
viewed as one of the most
effective agencies in the UN, it
now seems certain to suffer
froin not having vetted thc re-
quests more carefully. Of the
£254 million pledged, only £31
million has been earmarked
for use by the Red Cross and
UNHCR in Africa. £208 illion

remains  unearmarked — an
extraordinarily large sumn.

This  includes  the huge
American contribution of

$285 million (£129 million). Mrs
Jeanne Kirkpatrick said at a
press conference that £57.5 mil-
lion would go to the Red Cross
and UNHCR : but any complac-
ency in the UNHCR is likely to
evaporate this week as American
officials scrutinise it project pro-
posals for Africa.

Although the UNHCR is
always under governnient pres-

sure, there is already widce-
spread concern that the
UNIICR has aliowed itself to
be drawn into relief — like
the distribution of food 1n
Uganda, or extended aid to
hospitals in Burundi — which
does not properly fall under
its mandate. The result, its ¢ri-
ties argue, is that its energies
for real crises like Somalia
have been dissipated.

To this exlent, this confer-
ence has added urgency to a
current review of the whole
UN disaster machinery, includ-
ing the failure of the UN Dis-
aster Relief Organisation
(UNDRO) to. exercise effective
coordination.

Another major failure at this
conference has been its inabi-
lity to address the root causes
of Africa’s refugees crisis. In
otle way, these are clear : they
lie primarily in  Ethiopia,
which is the origin of 2 mil-
lion refugees in Sudan, Soma-
lia and tiny Dijibouti, in
southern Africa, where the war
in Namibia and apartheid have
sent ripples of tension through-
out the continent; and in the
protracted civil war in Chad.

Of these thrce, no progress
was expected on South Africa
(which was not invited), and
none is ijikely until the Reagan
Administration comnpletes its
policy review.

As for Ethiopia, the confer-
ence has served to reveal the
gulf between the US and her
Western allies: while Mr
Cheysson explained that Ithio-
pia is the largest recipient of
European aid — “and T might
add they use it very well” —

Anlerican aid remains frozen
because of the presence of
Cubans and Russians.

Few Western delegations
made moves towards Ethiopia’s
Minister of Relief and rehabili-
tation, Mr  Atu  Shimelis
Adugna, who came asking for
help for 2.5 million victims of
drought and the wars in Eri-
trca and Ogaden. (Even the
UNHCR has resisted efforts by
Mr Shimelis to help Ethiopia’s
displaced persons, although it

lias offered to fund pro-
grammes for returnees from
the Sudan and Ogaden.) The

upshot is to leave Ethiopia iso-
lated and tens® — a sure re-
cipe for further refugees in
Somalia, Sudan and Djibouti.
In a wider sense, however,
the refugee crisis is rooted in
Africa’s poverty and growing
inability to fecd her people.
With their implantation a fai!
accompli and no possibility of
resettlement abhroad, the necds
of most of Africa’s refugees
have merged with the develon-

ment requirements of their
hosts. _
With Western aid under

pressure, and a major food
crisis stalking 25 African coun-
tries, it is hardly surprising
that the Africars took a
gamble here lasi week and
tried to squeeze more develop-
ment assistance from their
donors, using the emotive peg
of refugees.

Countries like Britain can be
forgiven for their scepticism
about the way the request was
presented : but not for their
indifference to the needs of
the continent as a whole.
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Africa’s cry for help

Funds are diverted from Kampuchea as 44 nations pledge a
total of US$560 million for 5 million black refugees '

By Ted Morello

New York: With the endorsement of the
United Nations, the focus of international
refugee assistance is switching from
Southeast Asia to Africa. The shift
achieved quasi-official status at - this
month’s UN sponsored Geneva confer-
ence attended by delegates from 99 coun-
tries. Presiding at this first UN conference
on Africa’s refugee crisis, Secretary-Gen-
eral Kurt Waldheim appealed for “a
prompt and compassionate response”
from the international community.

By the end of the April 9-10 meeting,
US$560 million had been pledged for the
immediate requirements of the 5 million

Africans officially recognised by the UN.

as refugecs. Inevitably, international
funds and attention were diverted from
Kampuchea, whose refugees, plus those
fleeing Vietnam, have been the focus of
concern during the past two years.
Diplomats and UN officials told the
REVIEW on their return from Geneva that
the reorientation was inevitable. A relief
organisation aide commented: “Now that
the UN has staged its full-dress, high-vis-
ibility pledging conference on Africa’s re-
. fugees, it will be easy for the international
community to forget Southeast Asia’s.”

There was broad agreement among the
main UN relief agencies — the Children’s
Fund (Unicef), Office of the High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR); Food
and Agriculture Organisation (FAQ); and
World Food Programme (WFP) — that it
would be increasingly difficult to coax out
of donors the funds still necessary-for an
orderly winding-down of assistance for
Kampuchea by the end of the year.

Afnca started to overshadow Kampu-
chea even before the Geneva meeting. At
the Kamg;uchea donors’ meeting here on
March 6, new pledges totalled woaly
US$5.6 million (US$4.6 million from Aus-
tralia and US$1 million from Norway) to-
wards the US$76 million that Unicef —
the Kampuchea operation’s lead agency
— had set as the sum needed 1o round out
the US$236.4 million budgeted or the
November 1980-December 31, 1981
period.

By contrast. there was an almost bar-
gain-counter rush among the 44 countnes
that pledged the money for Afnca. They
were told that the amount was only the be-
ginning of a long-term effort encompass-
ing nearly a score of African countnes
struggling under the burden of displaced
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victims of international conflict. civil strife
and natural disasters, principally drought.

The United States alone announced a
contribution of US$285 million for 1981
and 1982, Another major donor, Japan,
pledged US$18 million in cash, plus
US$15 million worth of food assistance —
the total 1o be divided among the
UNHCR. WFP and Unicef.

Chinese Vice-Foreign Mimister Zhang
Canming told the conference that his gov-
ernment would contribute US$1 million in
cash despite the “rather heavy burden™ of
260,000 Indochinese refugees that it is
carrying.  Among  Asean  countries,’

ledges  ranged  from  Malaysia's

1$$30,000 1o Singapore’s US$10,(HK).

Most of the major donors to Kampu-
chea — reassured by generally optimistic
agency reports at the March € meeting
(REVIEW. Mar. 13) — consider the emer-
gency there a thing of the past. One agen-
cy source sard: “The donors feel that the
Khmers are capable now of feeding them-
selves and that there is no Jonger a threat

tWaldheim: appeal pays off.

of famine but in Africa the refugees are
starving.”

Ascan delegates maintained that too
much of international aid earmarked for
Kampuchea’s emergency relief was di-
verted to developmental programmes
serving to entrench the Hanoi-supported
government in Phnom Penh. which the
UN refuses to recognise. Thiounn Prasith,
Ambassador to the UN from Democratic
Kampuchea. told the REVIFW that it was
not Africa’s demands which lay behind the
donors’ retrenchment in Southeast Asia,
but UN agencies’ insistence on underwrit-
ing development projects instead of re-
maining within their emergency mandate.

An Ascan delegate agreed that. in the
face of cutbacks in contributions, the
agencies would be forced to use available
funds for basic emergency needs in Kam-
puchea and not development. The agen-
cies arc known to be reassessing their
spending orientation for the remainder of
1981 and will discuss their plans at the
Kampuchea donors’ next meeting here on
May 2K, , 1]
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‘World attention on

THE two-day Intemational
Conference on Assistance to
Refugees in Africa (ICARA)
which commenced in Geneva
yesterday is the first major
world meeting of its kind to
focus attention primarily on
the plight and needs of African
refugees.

It is estimated that the entire
refugee population in the world to-
day number 10 million. Half of
them — more than five million —
are in Africa.

Many African countries have
responded ‘pasitively, giving refuge
and asylum to”the displaced per-
sons. For example: Somalia with
1.5 million refugees, Sudan with
490,000, Zaire with 400,000 and
Cameroon with 266,000.. Other
African countries are also helping.
However, since many of these
countries are classified” as low-
income or least developed, the
refugees are a very heavy burden on
their already overstrained eco-
nomies. .

Submissions by African govern-
ments indicate that over $ 1.15
billion is required to meet the
needs of refugees in Africa. The
current approved programmes in_

Africa of the United Nations High

"THE PAKISTAN TIMES"

45 States to

African

Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and other U.N. agencies
amount to $260.8 million. There
is, therefore, a need to raise an
additional $890 million. ]

It was in response to this pres-
sing need for additional funds that
the United Nations General Assem-
bly last November approved the
holding of ICARA, with the follo-
wing objectives:

-~ to focus public attention on
the plight of refugees in Africa;
to mobilise = additional re-
sources for refugee programmes
in Africa; .

— to assist countries of asylum
and strengthen their ability to
cope better with the extra bur-
den placed on their services and
facilities. -

Participating in ICARA will be
Member States of the United Nat-
ions and of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU). Others will
include national liberation move-
ments recoginsed by the U.N. and
the OAU, non-governmental _or-
ganisations, intergovernmental or-
ganisations and information media.

ICARA has prepared a report

entitled “The Refugee Situation in_

Africa:.. Assistance .Measures Pro-

"DAWN KARACHI™

6.4.81

attend talks on
A frican refugees

UNITED NATIONS, April

4:

Forty-five countries have so tar
said they will attend o two-tay

international conference

African refugees

on

in  Geneva

next wesk, the U.N. announc-

ed here yesterdav.

refugees

posed”.

This report points out that
within the total of § 1.15 bMion’
nceded for refugees programmes in
Africa, approximately § 450 mil
lion is required on a priority basis
for measures that have to be imple-
mented during 1981 and 1982.
Included is 69.2 ‘million for
emergency needs — such.as food

- and sHelter — of refugees who have

newly arrived or who are already
residing in retugee camps. -

ICARA ‘estimates that $ 511.1
million is needed for direct addi-
tional assistance to refugees and
returnees. This amount includes
$ 104.1 million for education,
-$ 98 million for health and sanita-
tion, $ 89.1 million for agricultural
development, and $ 52.1 million
for shelter.

- The ICARA proposals envisage
$ 312.7 million for various pro-
jects aimed at strengthening the
ability and capacity of the African
countries which have given asylum’
to the refugees.

The needs of African refugees
have been described as “urgent
and widespread” by the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, Poul Hartling. The crisis,
he said, called for an increased
effort by the international com-
. munity.

Large sums of aid
pledged at moot

on African refugees

GENEVA, April 9: Delegates to
the International Conference on
African refugees here today pros
mised substantial sums of aid
aimed at solving the maost urgeat
problems facing the continent's
homeless masses.

Following the first day of the
conference, it appeared almost cer-

tain that the over 500 million
dollars necessary to pérmit the
most urgent measures over the

10.4.81

Mr. Abul Rahim Farab of
Somabia the UN Under Secre-
taryv-General of Special Politi
cal Questions, who is organis
ing the conference, said tbe

AT t wOr d
public opinion and to ra'se
money to help care for the
Continent’s estimated five mil-
lion refugees concentrated in
18 countries.

The 18 countries 1 question

next 18 months to two years would
be obtained.

In the medium term, a total of
1,300 million dollars has been re-
quested by the UN High Commis-
sion for Refugees. .

Us Ambassador Jeane XKirkpat-
rick announced the Washington
"Administration would ask Cong-
ress to approve 285 million dollars
jn funds for the estimated five
million African refugees for 1980

and 1981. .
Of these, 126.5 mlilion dollars

(R

have put the refugee aid they would be passed on to the UN
equi ilti High Commission for Refugees
require at some 900 million g o el Committee

dollars.—AFP. of the Red Cross.
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Overview

On April 9-10. the International
Conference on Assistance to
Refugees in Africa met in Geneva
at the request of the United
Nations General Assembly.

The purposes of the Conference
were to focus world attention on
the plight of the refugees; to
mobilize resources for refugee
programmes, and to assist
countries of asylum in bearing
the additional burdens on their
already fragile infrasturctures.

Representatives of over 100
countries and 20 NGO’s and other
organizations met in a mutual
concern for humanity. The high
level of participation, including
one Head of State, a deputy
Prime Minister, 14 Foreign
Ministers, 17 Ministers and 10
deputy Foreign Ministers, was
impressive.

From the astonishing offer by
the United States on the first day
of $285 million to the a;g earance
of Saudi Arabia late on the second
with a pledge of $30 million -- the
fifth largest contribution -- the
delegates shared the joy of
openhearted giving. On Friday
morning, Nigerian representa-
tive Alhaji Ali Baba presented
the first check, for the $3 million

romised, to the UN High
“ommissioner for Refugees.

An ob{'ection by the Arab states
to Israel’s presence failed to chill

the atmosphere of warmth and
cooperation that pervaded the
gathering, and the Israeli dele-
gation remained quietly in the
hall while the Arab registrants,
with the exceptien of Libya, took
their seats the second day, rather
E)han offend their African neigh-
or's.

Despite the aura of good will, it
is not known whether any of the
African nations took advantage
of the meeting place to try to
resolve their ditferences. Both
Somalia and Ethiopia, for
example, asserted they would
not.

Total contributions announced
at the end of the Conference were

manyrlir CEON OND DOMY o c e A CERE S
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frica

At a press conference held late Friday night, ICARA results were summarized and ques-

tions answered by Mr. Poul Hartling, UNHCR, Secretary General Kurt Waldheim, Dr.

Peter Onu, Asst. Sec’y. General,Organizationof African Unity.

The General Assembly had
requested the Conference on
November 25, 1980, as a response
to the staggering increase in
African refugees in the past two
years. According to the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, half the refugees in the
world now live on the African
continent. Five million people are
struggling to survive in host
countries already beset by
drought ‘and poverty. Previous
meetings by the African nations
to deal with the problem in Addis
Ababa (1967) and at Arusha,
Tanzania (1979) defined the
problem but could not cope with
1ts vast dimensions.

In accepting the mandate of the
General Waldheim acknowl-
edged the emergency situation
that existed. With “only four
months to prepare, and in con-
sultation with the Organization of
African Unity and the UNHCR,
his office sent 121 invitatione

OAU members, and others rec-
ommended by the OAU.

Among the Eastern Bloc coun-
tries, only Roumania answerec
the invitation. None came to the
Conference.

United Nations Secretary-
General Kurt Waldheim declared
the Conference oper. He de-
scribed the refugees problem
as ‘‘a most urgent human crisis
in Africa’ anc said the numbers
of refugees has been “‘growing

alarmingly and their suffering
has increased correspondingly.”

Dr Siaka Stevens, President of
the Republic of Sierra Leone and
current chairman of the
Organization of African Unity,
spoke next. He said the
“magnitude and stark realities of
the African refugee situation”
could not be over-dramatized
especially when it was seen
against the “disturbing fact that
in our world today one in two

then
Mr.

The Conference
unanimously elected
Waldheim as its President.

Rudiger von Wechmar, current
President of the United Nations
General Assemhly and Poul
Hartling, United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
spoke next.

Delegates from the following
countries also took the floor:
Netherlands, Nigeria and USA.

In his opening statement to the
International Conference on
Assistance to Refugees in Africa
on 9 April, United Nations
Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim appealed to the inter-
national community to make
“‘a prompt and compassionate
response to the call made by
human distress. Let us help, he
said, restore to the refugees not
only their well-being but also
their hope, dignity- and
confidence in their future. In so
doing, we can all take pride in our
common humanity.”

Secretary General Waldheim



refugees in Africa; to ‘mobilize
additional resources for refugee
programmes in Africa and to
assist countries of asylum in
their endeavours to shoulder the
burden the influx of refugees had
placed on their economies.

The size and complexity of the
refugee situation in Africa
differed from country to country
and there were essentially three
tvpes of situations: ‘those coun-
tries of asylum in need of assist-
ance for integrating the
refugees; those countries of
origin which needed help in

facilitating voluntary repatri-
ationand resettlement; and those
cases where, for whatever
reason, neither integration or
repatriation was possible at
present. In this last case, the
need was to provide temporarv

camps where the refugees could
be given sustenanc’ and training
inself-supporting skills.”

Kurt Waldheim stated that the
situation in Africa commanded
special sympathy because "¢ out
of the 5 million refugees were
being sheltered in 18 African
countries, the majority of which
were among the least developed
in the world. The resources of
these countries could barely
sustain their own populations. It
was, therefore, not difficult to
imagine the social and economic
impact caused by the arrival of
tens or even hundreds of
thousands of uprooted people in a
state of tatal destitution.”

A continued effort would be
required to cope with the problem
in allits dimensions. The plight of
the refugees, he said, involved
fundamental human right and he
expressed the hope that ‘“all
Governments would continue to
support the efforts of the High
Commissioner through granting
asylum to those seeking refuge
and scrupulously observing the
principles of non-refoulement
and voluntary repatriation.”

STATEMENT OF THE
CHAIRMAN OF OAU

Siaka Stevens, President of
Sierra Leone and current
Chairman of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU), said the
presence of the representatives
of several member States and the
UN, specialized agencies and
other E}N organs and of non-
governmental organizations was
concrete proof of the continued
co-operation between the OAU
and the UN. The Conference
would go down as the moment in
history when the world commu-
nity unanimously decided to
focus full attention on the plight
of Africanrefugees,

Like many parts of the world,
Africa had tried in its tradition of
hospitality, to find homes for its
own refugees. In spité of the fact
that African countries were
among the poorest in the world,
with = their own nationals
sometimes living at subsistence
levels, none had been known to
have expelled or turned away any
refugees. By providing asylum
for a large number of refugees
within its borders, Africa had

The represenfative of Nigeria, Alhaji Ali Baba,

the only

delegate to pay his pledge while the conference was still going
on, presents a $3,000,000 check to UN High Commissioner for

Refugees, Poul Hartling.

saved the world community a lot.
of money.

The list of African countries to
be cited as examples in providing
asylum for African refugees was
inexhaustible he noted. He had
visited manv of these last month,

and had found at first hand to his
dismay that the situtation had
become an African tragedy.

One of the main root causes
was the persistence of racial
discrimination and subjugation
in South Africa and Namibia.
This had given rise to an influx of
refugees fleeing into countries
which have had to sacrifice a lot
to accommodate them. Another
root cause was intra-African
conflicts. Tribal and religious
conflicts, boundary disputes,

roxy wars and natural disasters
gad added to the refugee problem
in Africa, he declared.

* Then he added: *‘Sixty per cent
of these African refugees are
women and children and the

aged. The sight of the hungry,
thgirsty and gsick scattered 1n
camps all over Africa is indeed
enough to convince one that the
magnitude of the problem of
refugees has now reached such
crisis proportion that the urgent
and adequate assistance of the
entire international community
is urgently needed to supplement
the already extremely generous
sacrifices being made by the
African countries affected.’
Initiatives for solving the
problem must be Atrican

inspired. But the economic and
trade realities of today impaired
the ability of many African
countries to meet their total food
needs. In these circumstances,
the convening of the Conference
was timely and necessary.

Africa was grateful to the
United Nations High Commission
for Refugees (UNHCR),
Voluntary Agencies and bilateral
donors for the useful assistance
they continue to provide for

Contributions

Total contributions announced
at the International Conference
on Assistance to Refugees in

| Africa:

_ Us$
Algeria 300,000
Argentina 500,000
Australia 11,627,906
Belgium 2,492,754
Canada 18,823,529
China 1,000,000
Cyprus 3,000
Denmark 9,090,909
Egypt 1,000,000
Finland 2,962,963
France 2.474,747
German, Federal

Republic of 34,523,809
Ghana 50,000
Iceland 10,000
India 10,000
Indonesia 20,000
Israel
italy 17,000,000
Japan 33,000,000
Korea 20,000
Lesotho 2,697
Luxembourg 17,390
Malawi 5,882
Malaysia 30,000
Netherlands 9,698,276
New Zealand 186,916
Nigeria 3,000,000
Norway 3,000,000
Pakistan 44,000
Philippines 10,000
Saudi Arabia 30,000,000
Sierra Leone 100,000
Singapore 10,000
Spain 1,000,000
Sweden 6,493,509
Switzerland 2,356,020
Tanzania 12,500
Thailand 10,000

Trinidad and Tobago 2,083
Tunisia 15,000
United Arab Emirates 2,000,000

United Kingdom 13,863,636
United States of
America 285,000,000
Yugosiavia 78,125
European Economic
Community 68,000,000

US $ 559,845,551
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refugees all over the continent.
During hijs recent visits, he saw
for himself the high degree of co-
operation and co-ordination
between such agencies and the
local authorities in providing
basic material assistance to the
refugees concerned .

Measures and programmes for
refugees, in his view, should take
cognizance of the two important
factors, namely, the hardships
suflered by the refugees
themselves and the burden
nunposed on the host countries by
the resence of refugee
population. The assistance of the
world community should aim at
initially meeting the basic needs
of relugees as a means of
oftfsetting the undue hardships
suffered by them. Secondly, it
should aim at helping them to
help themselves, particularly in
cases where repatriation could no
longer be envisaged. Refugees
should not be assisted in ways
which would creale conditions for
over-dependence. Rather they
should be guided and enabled to
become self-supporting as
quickly as possible

Although Sierra Leone was not
one of the African countries
seriously affected by the refugee
problem, its Government and
people had long been aware of
and sympathetic to the plight of
their displaced brothers and
sisters. Over the last 20 years or
so Sierra Leone had welcomed
and continued to welcome every

ear many refugees to her
institutions  of learning. His
country planned lo expand this
modest contribution, as a token of
solidarity with the countries most
seriously affected by this
tragedy.

Rudiger  von Wechmar,
President of the General
Assembl{ said that his
participalion in the Conference
was meant to emphasize the
param ourit Hterest the
international  commumly  was
Laking in the phght of nulhions of
refugees in Africa, a regionof the
world that by numeraus
circunstances was more heavily
suffering from natural and
human caused afflictions than
other areas of the planet,
“Droughts, famine, wars and
repression, these age-old
dreadful scourges of mankind
evermore hold sway over our
brethren in Africa.”

In East Africa, droughts in 15
years and on top of the misery .
caused already by this fact
international ~ and national
conflicts have aggravated the
situation to an extent that
millions of individuals did not see
any other way to save their hves

than seek safely in flight to an -

unknown destination. In Central
Africa tens of thousands of people
were forced b)' the well known
events in the Chad to leave their
home country and are now

Nigeria, Cameroon, the Central
African Republic and Sudan.
Likewise in Southern Africa
thousands have fled inhurnan liv-
ing conditions and persecution in
Namibia and South Africa. The
‘overail shameful picture he said
was one of extreme poverty and
destitution of millions of human
beings who seek asylum with
nothing they can call their own.

The international community
had so far responded to Lhese
tragedies by increasing relief
actions providing assistance (o
{)eo le in dire need and to States
hat received refugees and who
did not dispose of the possibilities
to take care of such enormous
numbers of people destitute of
any means to  support
themselves. But all what had
been done so far was not enough.
The need by far exceeds
available means. 1t-was the task
of this international conference to
make the desperate call of our
African brothers be heard in the
world.

He commended the Secretary-
General for taking this initiative
and urged all the representatives
of Member States present to
come forth with generous and

¢reative contributions to help

solve the tragedy of five million
refugees and displaced persons in
Africa.

STATEMENT OF
HIGH COMMISSIONER

Poul Hartling, United Nations
High Commissioner  for
Refugees, said Africa had indeed
mre refugees than any other
centinent. ‘They ha been
received with the greatest
generosity and understanding,
African countries had granted
them refuge and shared their
resources with those 1 need
They had given land and
employinent (o enable refugees
to support themselves. They had
also given hns,.ntalily and human
kindness The number of
refugees had beconme even more
immense, and so had the needs.
There seemed 10 be no respite.
The problem, in many aspecls,

had grown more complex. The
refugees had, in most casces,
sought asylum in countries where
development problems were the
most  pressing.  Traditional
African hospitality is  being
stalned 10 the extreme as large
numbers of refugees drew on
limited resources ‘The efforts of
the African countries must evoke
a vigurous response from the
international community, and the
Conference offered a umgyue
opportunity to bind efforts
together.

The situation, critical as it was,
was by no means hopeless. In-
deed, throughout 20 years of ¢lose
caoperation between the African

overnments and the UNHCR,
arge numbers of refugees had
found a solution to their plight,
atter an initial period of rehel
assistance. Over one and a half
million had returned of their own
free will to their home countries.
They all ceased to be relugees,
and were today’s free citizens
and leaders. Voluntary repatria-
tion was deeply gratifying l'ur‘lhe

When repatriation had proved
impossible, durable solutions in
the form of local integration had
been pursued. Programmes had
been set up for refugees of urban
backgound, who had been
assisted with education, trainng,
and search for employment
opFurtumlies. Also, rural
seltlements had been
successfully created in many
countries for large groups of
refugees, enabling them to
become self-supporting.

These were the patterns which
had developed in the past. The
international community had
invested in a network ol effort
which had been ainingr a
promisin}g momentum. The
support of the member countries
of the OAU and the excellent
cooperation received from the
0AU had been a cornerstone for
the work of his Office.

Many activities launched over
the years must be pursued and
emplified. Large scale relief
operations were necessary and
indeed itnperative. But reliet was
not a dignified solution for a
reflugee, whose individual
aspirations went far beyond this
situation of dependency. The
buasiv  objective was the
satisfactory integration of the
refugece. This was not casy to
attain and required efforts of
considerable magnitude

In bringing short und longer
term  solutions to .refugee
problems, time was a most

recious factor. Rapid sotutions

o refugee problems would

strengthen the torces for peace.

kailure to provide them could

only lead (o increased unrest.

Peace, and the possibility of
unimpeded progress, were
paramount factors to Alrica's

plans  for the fulure. All
participants in the Conference
should join forces, to focus world
allention, to mohilize resources.

The terms of the plea addressed
to the world was strong i 1ts
simpheity: give the refugees a
new life and a new dignity; give
the counlrnes of asylum, in
supporl and acknowledgement of
theiwr efforts, the resources
commensurate with the consid-
erable burdet they have to bear.

STATEMENT OF

) NETIHERLANDS

C. A Vun der Klasuw, Foreign
Minister of the Netherlands and
current’ President of the Council
of Ministers of the European
Communities, said the pliﬁ t of
the millions of people in Alrica
who had heen forced to leave
their homes deserved
compassion and feelings of
solidarity. Bul compassion was
nol enough. Even more
important was assistance and
measures 10 make sure such
assistance reached those really
in need.

Speaking in his capacity as
President ~ of the C(‘)ﬁncily of
Ministers  of the European
Communities and on behalf of the
len Member States of (he
European Communities. he said
the European Communities tully
recognised the severity of the
retugee situation 1n thé African
continent. It highly valued the

affarvee Al



Statement by United States Ambassador Jeane ]J.

AFRICAN REFUGEES

It is my pleasure to bring you
greetings from our President,
Ronald Reagan. Because he 1s
deeply moved by the suffering of
Africa's refugees and desired to
express in a compelling fashion
the solidarity of the United States
Government and the American
people, President Reugan had
initially designated Vice
President George Bush to head
the U.S. delegation. When his
injury made it necessary for the
Vice President to remain in the
United States, President Reagan
asked me to attend -- less as our
permanent representative to the
United Nations than as one of the
members of the U.S. cabinet who
operates in the field of foreign
affairs. The President also asked
me to personally express his
devout hopes for a successful
conference. And the Vice
President requested that [
express his regrets that he cannot
be with you today. The President,
his Vice President, and the
Secretary of State are following
our proceedings with great
interest. 1 will report to them on
the conference soon after I return
to the United States. -

To draw attention to this
conference a bill of the United
States Congress and a
proclamation of the President
have designated today, April 9th,
as African Refugee Reliefday.

The United States not only has
links with Africa, Africa is
present in the United States. The
African heritage is one of our
component parts. Americans
have many links with Africa,
links which President Reagan's

administration fully intends to
reinforce and expand. Twenty-six
million of our peouple trace their
ancestral roots to Africa. The
exchange of students, teachers,
missionaries, businessmen, and
diplomats between the United
States und Africa has a long
history fruitful to both sides. The
rich influences of Africa in our
culture and society are fixed in
the national fabric.

My message today s simple:

we feel deeply the sujfering of

Africa’s millions of
forced by political, economic,
natural catastrophes to leave
their homes in the search for
safety and even for survival.

We sympathize also with the
countries in which refugees have
sought and found asylum -- with
the strain that growing refugee
populations put on scarce
resources and difficult conditions
in their host countries.

We want to help. We mean to do

refugees

so.
Contrary to some reports, the
government of the United States
cares a great deal about our
relations with the nations of
Africa: this concern is reflected
tn the careful review of African
policy and in the consultations
now being carried out by our
new Assistant Secretary of State,
Mr. Crocker. Even more
dramatic evidence of the U.S.
government’s concern is found in
its new budget: while deep cuts
are being made in most domestic
and foreign expenditures, the
administration has recommend-
ed to the Congress a 30 percent
increase in our overali wid for
Africa - the first real increase in

African aid ina number of years.

My administration’s special
concern with refugees has
already been made clear Last
month some 50 million dollars in
ussistance was committed to the
government of Zimbabwe to help
in war reconstruction efforts and
other, activities and programs of
direct benefit to the thousands of
returnees in that country.
Moreover, the United States has
consistently and generously
contributed to  humanitarian
programs for the relief of African
refugees.

Today I am pleased to
announce here that during the
two years of 1981 and 1482 the
United States will further make
available, dependent in part on
Congressional authorization, a
total of 285 million dollars to
programs assisting African
refugees.

That pledge is not only an
expression of our desire to help
but also of our conviction that
something can be done -- that the
problems of the African refugees
are not beyond solution.

Most tragically, the staggering
number of refugees come on top
of the many burdens that Africa
already bears. Most asylum
countries in Africa are struggling
against great odds to meet the
needs of their own people.
Moreover, African development
needs and Population growth,
together with declining per
capital food production, cumbine
with Africa’s refugee crises to
threaten genuine disasters. OAU
Secretury General Kodjo
tecently posed the issue in stark

Kirkpatrick-ICARA Conference

terms when he said that by the
end of the century, Africa will
either be saved or cumpletely
destroyed.”’

Even though the number of
African refugees continues to
gruw -- having more than doubled
in the horn in 1980 -- we rematn
hopeful and for several reasons.

The first ground for hope is the
generosity of the African
countries themselves. The more
than two dozen asylum countries
have repeatedly demonstrated
the time honored African
tradition of hospitality to
strangers -- even though most
asylum countries in Africa are
struggling against great odds to
meet the needs of their own
people, they have often
committed sizeable amounts
from their own resources to
assist refugees, permitting the
newcomers to resettle
permanently. Most have
permitted the refugees to use
arable launds and available social
services. These African countries
are therefore the first donors.

The second ground for hope lies
in the excellent efforts of a
variety of international agencies,
public and private, including the
international committee of the
Red Cross and the many other
voluntary humanitarian
organizations -- many of whose
representatives are present
among us today. The United
Nations High Commissioner . for
Refugees has worked valiantly to
meet the staggering increase in
world wide refugee needs over
the past five years.

A third ground for hope is found

in the growing response of the
International Community, and
recognition of the need for u
massive coordinated effort to
assist the millions of uprooted,
homeless Africans. There is also
increasing awareness amaong
those willing to help of the
importance of tailoring the
assistance to the concrete
circumstances of the refugcees
and their host countries. We
believe more systematic study of
these circumstances can result in
still more effective help.

A final reason for hope is the
return during the past yedr of

many thousands of former
refugees to their homes n
Zimbabwe and  Equutorial

Guinea, a niovement that
illustrates the possibility of
reversing the trend.

Reversing the negative trends
and solving the problem will not
only require an intelligent,
generous effort by nations
outside Africa, it will ulso require
a determination to achieve peace
in Africa. An end to military ad-
ventures and violent politics Is
necessary and we call on all the
countries of this area to find
peaceful solutions to Africa’s
problems no matter how difficult
or intractable they may appear.

If we all - inand out of Africa -
work together to solve the
problems of Africa’s destitute
millions, the result will be better
lives and more hopeful futures
for the refugees and greater
stability for their hosts.

In this effort you can count on
the United States

Thank you.
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Phaing
The Las Dure refugee camp, northern Somalia, home for 50,000

Hunger and
hope 1n
Somalia

By Our Foreign Staff

The one and a hall million
refugees in Somalia still face
siarvation snd Jdisease in the
deseri counmtry of the Horm of
Alrica where there are no rail
way lines and too lew lorries
or drivers

Thote suffering most are the
refugees in the six camps in
the narth ol the country, about
1,000 miles from Mogadishu,
'nh‘rt l}ltr" are Ilmﬂﬁl o
r v oand help has been slow
i ~OMming

But ar lesst they now have
hope. A German rehiefl organ-
{zgation called Emergency Doc-
tovs far Somalla last  month
hnﬁm work in the Dam camp,
wne this month seni m team of
doctory to the trunsit camp of
Tug Waikle on the Ethiopian
border,

The doctors and nurses ars
all uppaid sand esch day mus
cope with 250 new refugees
arviving either on ool or with
their last donkey or camel

They are sulfering from mal-
nutrition. As in other camps,
most of the refugees are women
and children

The men are away fighting
for the Western Samalia Libera-
tiom Froni, or have already
died

In Dam camp, which has been
in existence for three vears, the
vicious circle of poor water sup-
plies spronding disedse is par-
ticularly drastic.

Already the death rate among
children has been drastically re
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Give the refugees
a better deal

A MESSAGE from the United Nations High Com-
mission for Refugees (UNHCR) to commemorate
Africa Refugee Day today tells us that there are 10
million refugees in the world and that five million
of them are in Africa. It is an indictment of
and a mark of the failure of the governing process on
this continent that it should have 50 per cent of the
world’s refugees even though it has very little of the
world’s population. This is even more serious when
we consider that we have not had major wars in the
immediate past, like in other parts of the world.

The refugees are generated by regimes which
choose to victimise sections of their populations.
Consequently, these peoples have to leave their
homelands and try to eke out an existénce in other
lands. This fact must be acknowledged by all
African governments for it is they alone that can
begin to do something about the problem.

When he opened the 37th Ordinary Session of the
OAU Council of Ministers earlier this week, Presi-
dent Moi touched on this issue. He said it was time
African countries come to grips with it. We hope
that one of the items to be recommended to the
OAU Heads of State next week will be a blueprint to
do exactly this: Actions in this field in the past
have basically been orientated towards providing a
semblance of shelter and food to refugees. :

" Nothing illustrates this better than the recent
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees
in Africa (ICARA) in Geneva. The African nations
which attended concentrated on pleading for
monetary support from the international com-
munity to be used for programmes already on the
ground. o ' B .

Yet there are situations where the problem seems
to be getting worse rather than better. The vagaries
of the weather have made the existéfice of refugees
in Somalia much more tenuous than in the past.
Reports show that temporary camps were washed
away by floods and communications cut for exten-
ded periods. Hopefully, these refugees will be able
to resume some sort of existence when the region
regains its peace. '

UNHCR is very concerned about refugees from
the apartheid system in South Africa. Many are
young and the provision of educational oppor-
tunities to them 1s an important issue. Since this
costs quite a lot in the host countries, the OAU
should come up with a system of supporting some
of the Frontline States who carry the highest
burden of these refugees.

Where the political situation has returned to
normal some refugees have been repatriated.
Notable here are those who returned to Zimbabwe.
Some progress is being made-with Chadian
refugees who had fled to Cameroon, Nigeria and
the Central African Republi¢. These examples
clearly show that for the future the issue of stable
politics within countries is of the greatest essence
in tackling the refugee problem. In the Horn of
Africa, for instance, solution of the Ogaden and
Eritrean problems will reduce the number of
refugees in the region. The same applies to other
parts of Africa. It is indeed a pity that every time
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—~INTERNACIONAL—

OS EUA e seus aliados ocidentais, res-

ggni ;1 a by tico apelo & generosida-
y, asseguraram ontem

Confgréncla@e Ajuda da ONU que aumena-

tard seu forcamento para auxiliarem aos

cincé milhdes de refugiados africa.
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Impegni
per i rifugiati
africani

Plero Fornara

ML o

Con la dovuta cautela si pud giudicare un successo la
Conferenza internazionale per l’assistenza ai rifugiati in
Africa (ICARA), svoltasi il 9-:10 aprile a Ginevra a cura del-
I’Alto commissariato dell’lONU per i rifugiati (HCR). L'aiu-
to finanziario richiesto era di 1,15 miliardi di dollari nel
medio termine; durante la Conferenza sono stati garantiti
560 milioni di dollari, di cui 250 milioni di « denaro fre-
sco » in aggiunta ai fondi precedentemente stanziati e non
ancora spesi. Inoltre il dramma dei rifugiati africani (obiet-
tivamente pili grave del problema sollevato nel 1979 dai
boat people del Sud-Est asiatico) & stato portato finalmen-
te a conoscenza dell’opinione pubblica mondiale.

Dieci anni fa il numero dei rifugiati in Africa era stima-
to in circa 750 mila; oggi sono piit di 5 milioni (comples-
sivamente un africano su 90) per cui 'esodo, pur non es-
sendo un fatto nuovo, ha assunto veramente dimensioni
« bibliche ». Cause antiche e recenti si sono sommate: lo
sfruttamento coloniale e l'arbitrarieta delle frontiere ere-
ditate dai nuovi Stati indipendenti; le catastrofi naturali
come la desertificazione nella regione del Sahel, la carestia
nella provincia ugandese del Karamoja e la siccita nel Cor-
no d’Africa; le violazioni dei diritti umani da parte dei go-
verni di molti paesi che — nella forma delle guerre locali
o delle persecuzioni politiche, etniche o religiose — indi-
cano sempre una concezione intollerante del potere. Ac-
canto ai rifugiati in senso stretto, cio¢ coloro che si trova-
no al di fuori dello Stato di cui hanno la.nazionalita, ci
sono quelli che pur rimanendo all’interno del proprio pae-
se sono costretti a lasciare la residenza abituale € a tra-
sferirsi in un’altra zona (profughi o displaced persons).

La situazione pill pesante resta quella del Corno d’A-
frica, dove circa 2 milioni di persone hanno lasciato la pro-
pria terra a causa della guerra fra Etiopia e Somalia e del-
la siccita: un milione e mezzo di profughi dell’'Ogaden han-

no varcato la frontiera somala, in parte ospitati nei campi-,

raccolta del governo di Mogadiscio, in parte ancora disper-
si alla ricerca di un rifugio; pit di 400 mila fuggiaschi
sono entrati nel Sudan, mentre la piccola Repubblica di
Gibuti (23.000 kmq) ne ospita 40 mila. Recentemente la
guerra civile nel Ciad con la vittoria finale di Goukouni
Oueddei grazie all’intervento della Libia ha provocato la fu-
ga di alcune centinaia di migliaia di ciadiani verso il Came-
run, la Nigeria e il Sudan. Soltanto in parte possono dirsi
fortunati i 200 mila « rimpatriati » dopo l'indipendenza del-
lo Zimbabwe ‘nell’aprile 1980, perché al loro ritorno dopo
la fine del conflitto fra la minoranza bianca e i nazionalisti
neri hanno trovato spesso le abitazioni distrutte e i terreni
abbandonati. Si potrebbe proseguire con i rifugiati dell’A-
frica australe a causa della politica razzista del governo
di Pretoria oppure, risalendo indietro di qualche anno, con
gli esuli delle ex-colonie portoghesi Angola e Mozambico.
E ancora con i rifugiati dell’Africa occidentale, scappati
dalla Guinea equatoriale o dalla Guinea-Conakry: i primi

sono rientrati in buona parte dopo la deposizione del dit-
tatore Macias Nguema nell’agosto 1979, i secondi sono or-
mai quasi stabilmente residenti in Senegal e in CoSta d’
Avorio.

Benché l'assistenza ai rifugiati sia essenzialmente un
atto umanitario e pacifico che, in quanto tale, non pud
essere considerato come ostile nei confronti di altri Stati,
& praticamente inevitabile che considerazioni di ordine
politico si nascondano dietro le ragioni umanitarie. Cosi
il conflitto tra Etiopia e Somalia, formalmente terminato
sul campo di battaglia nel marzo 1978, continua sulla
pelle dei profughi: i somali asseriscono che Addis Abeba
favorisce I'immigrazione nell’lOgaden di contadini etiopici
¢ respinge verso la frontiera la popolazione locale spa-
rando alle mandrie, avvelenando i pozzi o distruggendo i
raccolti; dall’Etiopia si risponde che Mogadiscio ha riu-
nito coattivamente nei campi-raccolta intere comunita di
nomadi, trattenendo donne, bambini e anziani e reclu-
tando tra i maschi adulti «1i partigiani » del Fronte di li-
berazione della Somalia occidentale (FLSO). L’Alto com-
missariato per i rifugiati ha altresi denunciato, senza in-
dicarc nominativamente i governi responsabili, la libera
vendita sui mercati di tonnellate di viveri imballate con

la dicitura «aiuto alimt re ai rifugiati ». Tuttavia, co-
me ha detty Kurt Waldheimyall’apertura dei lavori del-
I'ICARA, «la situazioné in Africa merita particolare sim-

patia perché, su 5 milioni di rifugiati, 4 milioni sono ospi-
tati in 18 paesi africani tra i pili poveri »; & necessario
percio da parte della comunita internazionale « aiutare i
paesi d’asilo a sopportare il peso che l'afflusso dei rifu-
giati rappresenta per la loro economia ».

In Africa il problema evidentemente non & quello di
riaffermare il « diritto d’asilo » come protezione giuridica
tutelata dal diritto internazionale, ma piuttosto quello di
garantire l'effettiva assistenza alle persone che si trovano
nella condizione di cercare rifugio. Gia durante la Confe-
renza panafricana sui rifugiati, svoltasi nel maggio 1979
ad Arusha (Tanzania), era apparso chiaro che la creazio-
ne di strumenti giuridici risulta un rimedio inadeguato,
mentre per i necessari interventi di assistenza finanziaria
devono essere chiamati in causa i paesi industrializzati.
Il campo d’attivity dell’Alto commissariato dell’lONU per
1 rifugiati (HCR) appare pertanto ampliato e persino « al-
lontanato » dalla originaria funzione di protezione legale
del rifugiato, come fenomeno soprattutto europeo legato
agli sconvolgimenti della seconda guerra mondiale.

L'Unione Sovietica e i governi comunisti dell’Est consi-
derarono i profughi europei dei « fuggiaschi » e I'HCR uno
strumento di propaganda occidentale. Anche alla Conferen-
za di Ginevra il blocco sovietico & stato assente, preferendo
rispondere alle richieste d’aiuto con accordi bilaterali. La
giustificazione dell’assenza di Mosca & valida parzialmente,
in quanto il dramma dei rifugiati in Africa & in parte una
conseguenza del colonialismo, tuttavia il coinvolgimento del-
I'URSS nella crisi del Corno d’Africa e il recente intervento
della Libia filo-sovietica nella guerra del Ciad mostrano
chiaramente che nessun paese pud restare indifferente.

Nell'ambito dell'ICARA & pure vero che i paesi africani
hanno cercato di ottenere dai « donatori» un’assistenza
finanziaria elevata, sfruttando il fattore emotivo dei rifu-
giati come contributo allo sv11uppo in generale. Gli orga-
nizzatori hanno presentato ai delegati progetti‘a medio ter-
mine (cmque anni) che vanno ben-otire i-bisogni imme-
diati di viveri, medicinali, allog i q;i emer :alto com-
missario per i rifugiati, il danes e\ aul Hartling/ in un cer-
to senso ha scommesso sulla -pro ¢éma ben sa-
pendo di non poter affrontare alla Yadicein due giorni le
cause vere delle crisi in Etiopia, nel Ciad, in Namibia, ecc.
Un altro discorso & adesso vedere come gli « impegni di
spesa » verranno mantenuti. In particolare l'offerta pit
cospicua di 285 milioni di dollari in due anni fatta dal ca-
po-delegazione americano, signora Jeane Kirkpatrick, & con-
dizionata dalle contropartite politiche. In sostanza, per
non « reaganizzare » la politica africana di Carter in modo
pedissequo, Washington vuole collegare gli aiuti ad un
atteggiamento « responsabile » degli africani in sede ONU
ed agenzie specializzate e soprattutto intende manténere
un controllo sulla destinazione dei fondi di assistenza.

-
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Dket hjelp
til Afrika-
flyktninger

Genéve, 8. april.
(NTB-UPI/NFS-AF) Nor-
ge vil gl ytlerligere tre
millloner dollar (ea. 1658
millloner kroner) I hjel-
pearbeldet tor flykininger
I Atrika, | (llegg til de to
millioner dollar som er be-
vilget tidligere | Ar. Btats-
sokreter Johan Jergen
Holst ga tlsagn om delle

" den store [lykininge-
«<nferansen som ble dpnet
| Genéve torsdag.

I sitt innl ved FN-konferan:
#en am hjelp Ui n inger | Al-
rika (ICARA) sa Holst at del er
det  internasjonale samfunns
anavar & serge for den nedven-
dige hjelp 1l Afrikas store
fiykininge , Don npor-
ake reglering venter al konfe-
ransen skal bll en milepal | wi-
vikiingen av internasjonal soli-
darilel, sa Holal.

Ogsd USA og en rekke andre
vestlige land ga ti om sket
bistand til kan milli-
aner Nykininger. USAs FN-am-
bassader Jeane J. Kirkpatrick
opplyste al den amerikanake re-

ng vil gl en. helvannen mil-
Hard kroner de neste to Ar. Fra
Vesl-Tyakland vil det | dr Ul
sammaen bli gitt nermere 300
millloner kroner. Ved EF-kom-
m'~tanen | Brussel ble dot tore:
¢ lkunngjori al EF vil bldra
med 4, 50 millloner kroner ()
de fem land Bomalia, Zalre, Su-
dan, Nigerin ? Uganda, som
har de atarsie fiykiningeproble-
mer.

Afrika har | halvparien
av verdena samlede Nykininge-
mazse pd 10 millloner mennes-
ker, mena Mykininger | andre
deler av verden har fAlt 'I:;.dil
slorTe W‘Fﬂﬂ'mﬂ'fl ad
fra de vesilige lsnd. oF :

Milel med konferansen er A
fA overfert | alt 450 millloner
dollar 1] hjelpearbeldel for
fiykininger | Alrika, sler #lats:
sckreler Holat. Om dette milet
blir nidd er foreloblg uvisel

Liv Ullman daltar pi
konferamsen — som medlem av
delegasjonen fra UNICEF,
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REFUGEES

Money but no lasting

solution

by John Madeley

FRICA'’S five million refugees

received pledges of $560 million
(£257 million) at a special conference
in Geneva last month to raise money
and publicise the serious refugee crisis
that now exists. The money which will
go through the UN High Commission-
er for Refugees (UNHCR) and other
UN agencies, exceeds the $500 million
target that was set to meet the refugees’
most urgent needs. Forty-five
countries made pledges, including
nine African countries.

High Commissioner for Refugees,
Poul Hartling, said that the money
raised would enable the UNHCR to
carry out its 1981 programme of relief.
The amount pledged does however fall
short of the $1.2 million that is needed
for the complete rehabilitation of the
refugees. But the task of the conference
was to raise money for immediate
needs and Peter Onu, OAU’s Assist-
ant Secretary for Political Affairs, said
that African states were ‘satisfied with
* the outcome.’

Of the total money raised, the
United States pledged $285 million,
that is just over half the overall total,
and the European Economic Com-
munity pledged $68 million. Most of
the Eég money will however come
from the European Development
Fund agreed under the Lome Conven-
tion and is not ‘new money’, but was
pledged to the Lome countries last
year. Eastern European countries
were notable by their absence.

The largest African contribution
came from Nigeria and was made in a
way that delighted High Commissioner
Hartling. The Nigerian Minister of
State for External Affairs, Ali Baba,

ledged $3 million from the Federal
%ovemment on the first day of the
conference and handed over a cheque
for this amount on the second. Ali
Baba said that the money was a ‘token
of brotherhood’ with fellow Africans.

At the end of the conference UN
Secretary General, Kurt Waldheim,
said that the gathering ‘had brought

the magnitude of the refugee problem

i Africa to the world's attention’. He
added that a solid basis had been laid
for the future. About half the conti-
nent’s refugees are in the Hom,
including at least one and a half million
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peog}e in Somalia, who have fled from
contlicts in Ethiopia, half a million in
the Sudan and 42,000 in Djibouti.
The effect of the refugees on the
economy of Somalia has been particu-
larly severe. With a population
of 3.7 million people, Somalia has
received at least 1.5 million refugees.
The impact on Somalia was dramati-
cally illustrated by Jama Mohamed
Ghalib, the Somalia Minister incharge
of refugee affairs, who told the confer-
ence, ‘what is not widely known is that
the citizens of our country have in
effect waived their whole development
budget and have most seriously
depleted their national resources and
food reserves and often their personal
resources as well, since our inter-
relationships with the refugees are
deep.’ '

Urgency

Whilst African hospitality to the
refugeeshasbeen unstinting, there are
doubts as to how much extra inter-
national money and effort will now go
into helping the refugees. Much of the
money that was pledged in Geneva
had already been committed by donor
countries and is not additional money.

About a third of the $560 million is
therefore ‘new money’. Whilst it is
undoubtedly welcome, the underlying
causes of the refugee problem on the
continent remain, and the importance
of finding political solutions 1s urgent
as ever.

Ghalib-was at pains to stress the
importance of finding a political solu-
tion and said that this would include
the withdrawal of all external forces
from the Horn. He said also that the
international community had not
sufficiently addressed itself to the
problem of finding a solution. ‘An
environment must be created’ said the
Somali Minister, ‘in which these
people willretumtotheirhomeswitha
sense of honour and a feeling of
security. The international community
has a moral responsibility to assist in
creating a peaceful atmosphere in
which the long term solution of volun-
tary repatriation will take place.’

In this, Ghalib was at one with the
Ethiopian Commissioner for Relief

UNHCR Chief Poul Hartling... relief for 1981
now at hand

and Rehabilitation, Shimelis Adunga,
who told the conference, ‘the best and
long term solution to the problem lies
in the voluntary repatriation of
refugees to their country of originand in
the creation of the necessary atmos-
phere for the realisation of that
objective.’

Ali Baba of Nigeria rejected the
‘specious and tendentious claim’ that
African refugees are the sole products
of domestic political instability and
border disputes. ‘It is clear,’ he said,
‘that the so-called political instability
and border disputes that are such a

lague on the continent, stem directly

rom the effects of colonialism and the
destabilizing and meddlesome activi-
ties of big power rivalry in Africa’.

One political ‘solution’, about
which many delegates expressed
considerable reservations, was a
suggestion by the United States that
$11 million of its overall contribution
E? to helping refugees resettle in the

nited States. '

But this raised some eyebrows
among African ministers and officials.
Hartling pointed out that the UNCHR
is not encouraging resettiement in
third countries.

Although the refugee situation on
the continent is likely to remain grim
for some time, there are success
stories. Tanzania’'s Minister for Home
Affairs, Muhidin Kimario, told the
conference how Tanzania had success-
fully settled people who had sought
refuge in their country. And K%vi
Kangai, Zimbabwean Minister of
Labour and Social Services, said that
he was pleased to report that all Zim-
babwe refugees had now been
resettled. ‘If you see a refugee who
¢laims he is a Zimbabwean,’ said
Kangai, ‘tell him to go home’. B
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THE POLTICAL
OBSTACLE

Aiding
Africa’s
Refugees BY GERTRUDE SAMUELS

UNITED NATIONS

‘ ‘ HE WORLD now clearly
recognizes that one half
the entire world refugee

population is to be found on the Afri-
can continent—that $ million homeless
persons are living in conditions of desti-
tution and that a small number of host
countries, who are themselves econom-
ically disadvantaged, are bearing the
greatest share of the burden.”

Speaking at the conclusion of the In-
ternational Conference on Assistance
1o Refugees in Africa, held in Geneva
April9-10, UN Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim thus summarized the mag-
nitude of the problem taken up by the
99 participating delegations (the Soviet
Union and its Eastern European satel-
lites did not deign to attend). The Or-
ganization of African Unity (OAU) and
the UN’s High Commiissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) co-sponsored the gath-
ering, which launched a drive for $1.15
billion in humanitarian assistance to be
spent over the course of the next four
years.

The figure is not exorbitant; roughly
the same amount has been spent to re-
settle the Vietnamese boat people who
fled to Indonesia and Malaysia. The
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Asian and African migrations differ in
one important respect, though. As the
OAU executive secretary, Ambassador
Oumarou Garba Youssoupou, who
lived through a devastating drought
in his native Niger, pointed out to me:
“We're not getting the publicity because
of our culture. No refugee is turned
away from the host countries, so we’re
not dramatic enough for television. We
have no drownings, no piratings. We
never ask to go to the developed coun-
tries. We don’t make the news.”

The OAU is engaged in a two-stage
program, initially involving merely
keeping the refugees alive by providing
basicneeds and then helping them shoul-
der some of the burden they place on
their hosts. In Tanzania, for example,
thousands of refugees from Rwanda
and Burundi have been assistedin creat-
ing entire rural settlements and have be-
come self-sufficient; today they enjoy
Tanzanian citizenship. But by the end of
the conference, only $560 million in .

GERTRUDE SAMUELS, whoreports on the
United Nations for the NL, has covered
independence struggles in several Af-
rican nations as well as the plight of
refugees in various parts of the world.



pledges had been fromreceived from43
countries, with more than half the sum
—285 million—promised by the Unit-
ed States.

Huge population shifts within Afri-
ca began in the Jate 1950s, when the
waning of Western colonialism wrought
radical changesintriba! societies. Com-
petition between liberation movements
and superpower interests drove thou-
sands of people toneighboring countries
for asylum. Drought, famine and dis-
ease have been a significant cause of mi-
grations as well.

At one time, voluntary repatriation
seemed to prevent the problem from
getting out of hand. The 200,000 Al-
gerians who sought to escape the rav-
ages of their country’sstruggleto freeit-
self from France by moving into Tunisia
and Morocco, for instance, went back
home after independence. Other large
repatriation efforts were undertaken
by UNHCR: the return of Sudanese
refugees in 1972-3; of many thousands
to Guinea-Bissau in 1974-5; of Ugan-
dans from neighboring states during
1979. And Zimbabwe (formerly Rho-
desia), of course, offers a dramatic ex-
ample of lives resumed.

In recent years, however, the volun-
tary returns have not kept pace with
the dislocations caused by prolonged
droughts, frontier clashes and outside
manipulation. Just a decade ago there
were fewer than | million African refu-
gees, but now the five-fold increase di-
rectly affects some 25 of Africa’s 50 na-
tions.

Conditionsareworst &' “resentinthe
Horn of Africa, where na:ural disaster
has combined with prolonged fighting
in Eritrea and Ogaden to produce the
largest displaced population. Most are
herdsmen, small farmers and nomads,
who tend to seek out similar communi-
ties in surrounding countries. Impover-
ished Somalia is currently harboring
some 1.5 million refugees—25 per cent
of its population of § million—fromthe
Ogaden region of Ethiopia. Gathered
in three dozen camps and transit cen-
ters, they live in legal limbo: stateless,
without citizenship rights or an imme-
diate future, and dependent oninterna-
tional aid.

VER THE last three weeks, I

have asked the representa-

tives of the areas most criti-
cally affected what they see as the solu-
tion to the refugee problem. Their an-
swers suggest the thorniness of the situ-
ation. ‘

In his mission’s modest Manhattan
offices near the UN, Somalia’'s Ambas-
sador Ahmed Mohamed Adan declar-
ed: “The hope is in integration in the
host countries, or, what to me is the best
solution, voluntary repatriation. But

“the UN does not seem to be looking at

the root causes. Until it does, the prob-

" lem will remain with us.”

The 6’4", 51-year-old diplomat, who
has been ambassador to the Court of
St. James, the Soviet Union and Czech-
oslovakia, continued in bitter tones:
“The West Somalians of Ogaden have
been struggling for independence from
Ethiopia. We don’t see why Ethiopia
should not give them independence the
same way the European powers gave
independenceto East Africa. This strug-
gle has been going on for 20 years! Peo-
ple don’t want this ‘African coloniza-
tion.” The situation is being exploited
by outside powers, mainly the Soviet
Union, whichisarmingandtraining the
Ethiopian Army, giving them planes,
tanks, helicopters, missiles. And their
Cuban surrogates in uniform are fight-
ing alongside the Ethiopians.

“Hundreds of thousands of West
Somalians have been forced to flee. We
not only have to share our food and re-
sources with them, but our develop-
ment plans also have had to be suspend-
ed. And the UNis doing nothing about

this. It is shying away from the political

reality.”

At Ethiopia’s UN mission, one hears
precisely the opposite, plus protesta-
tions that ‘“Washington sees us as the
enemy.” Dr. Debebe Worku, a slight,
graying 40-year-old diplomat who is
counselor for economic and social af-
fairs, spoke for his ambassador, Moha-
med H. Ibrahim:

““Today, you get an exaggerated pic-
ture of refugees fleeing from Ogaden
.... It's really amazing how the So-
malians pursue their political interest at
the expense of the people; they are en-

couraging the Ogaden people to leave.
My government has declared amnesty
for anyone who has left the country.

“Ethnicity,” he insisted, *“is a criter-
ion of nationhood. The Ogadens are
Ethiopians. . .. ltisthe Somalians who
want to keep those who fled as hostages.
We want them to come back.”™

I spoke next with Nigeria’s Ambas-
sador Ampim Darku Jim Blankson,
who last July introduced the resolution
in the UN Economic and Social council
calling for the Geneva refugee confer-
ence. Although oil rich, at 80 million
Nigeria is Africa’s most populous na-
tion and theinflux from acrossits bord-
ers has been a serious source of difficul-
ty.

“We pray for a happy ending,” said
the 44-year-old, heavy-set Blankson, a
former journalist. “We saw a happy
ending for Zimbabwe, where the peo-
ple were able to go back. What every-
body wants, if possible, is to go back to
their home countries. But when you
look at the causes that prompted them
to leave, they are so diverse and diffi-
cult.

“Sudan has a lot of refugees, mostly
Eritreans from Ethiopia. In my coun-
try, we havea fair share from Chad, the
result of the on-goingcivil war with Lib-
ya. Anumberof Ugandansarein Zaire,
Sudan, Kenya. All of these people would
like to go hume. For a solution, though,
you have to create the atmosphere that

" willallow them to pick up the threads of

their lives again. .

“Nomatter how muchmoneyis pour-
edin, evenif the Saudis gavebillions. . .”
Blankson stopped to reﬂec.t for a mo-
ment, then went on with apparently pur-
poseful vagueness: “Government poli-
cies must change if we are to alleviate
the immediate suffering of the refugees
and the pressures they place on their
hosts.”

The UNHCR seemstoagree. George
Gordon-Lennox, its regional represen-
tative at the UN in New York, was a bit
more specificin summing up: “If some
of these countries that are producing
refugees could come to grips with the
causes—that would be the ideal solu-
tion. It may sound Utopian, but it could

happen.”

The New Leader
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EUA prometem ajudar
refugiades -africanos

GENEBRA — Os Estados Unidos doa-

rfio 285 milhdes de délares (cerca de 22,31
bilhdes de cruzeiros) este ano e no proxi-
mo aos programas de ajuda aos cinco
milhdes de refugiados africanos, segundo
anunciou a embaixadora norte-americana
nas Nacbes Unidas, ontem, no primeiro
dia da conferéncia internacional, aberta
"em Genebra pelo secretério-geral das Na-
¢bes Unidas, Kurt Waldheim, que apelou &
eomunidade mundial para socorrer os re-
tugiados. Jeane Kirkpatrik disse que a
promessa de ajuda — gue inclui 80,7 mi-
Ihdes de dolares em géneros alimenticios
— “constitui ndo somente uma expressao
de nosso ardente desejo de ajudar, mas
também significa nossa convicgac de que
algo deve ser feito”. Segundo ela, por si 86
2 ajuda n#o representa uma solugfio e é
becessario “o fim das aventuras militares
e da violéncia polftica” no continente. O
representante dos pafses da Comunidade
Econdmica Européia, Christoph Van Der

tem e

Klaguw, propds “participar desta obra
internacional e por & disposiciio quantias
substanciais” que serfio divulgadas pelos
paises em separado. A Alemanha Ociden-
tal ofereceu 45 milhdes de délares. A con-
feréncia comegou com quase duas horas
de atraso devido a presenca de Israel, o
que causou a auséncia da maioria das
delegacles arabes. A URSS e seus allados
do Leste europeu recusaram ¢ convite,
mas Cuba, Libia e China compareceram.

DESAFiO

O presidente do Conselho das Igrejas
da Africa do Sul e considerado o lider
religioso negro mais ativo na condenacéo
a0 racismo, o bisplo anglicano Desmond
Tutu, desafiou ontem a ameaca do gover-
no de Johannesburg de cassar 0 seu passa-
porte e voltou da viagem a Europa, onde
pediu pressdes econdmicas contra 0 regi-
me racista de Pieter Botha.

Genebra uma conferéncia das

Nagges Unidas ajudario
5 fzﬂ africanos
‘GENEBRM, YANSA-NP) — Comecou on-

Nac¢des Unidas sobre 0 modo de mobilizar ao.
maximo os recursos para aliviar o sofrimen-
to de mais de cinco milhdes de refugiados

presentes na Africa.

A reunido comecou com uma longa discus-
sdo para estabelecer se Israel devia parti-
cipar. Algumas delegacdes arabes (Barem,
Coveite, Argélia, Iraque, Sirla e Arabia
Saudita) boicotaram a inauguracéio da con-
feréncia de dois dias e o secretario-geral das
Nac¢des Unidas,Kurt Waldheim, pediu des-
culpa aos delegados pelo “‘atraso”.
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Dinghy flotilla will attempt Somalia
refugee rescue

From lain Guest
in Geneva

The office &f the UN High
Commissioner for ‘Refugees hasg
hought 40 ruhser dinghies, at
a-cost of $200% -, from Britain
In an effor¢$a rescue 10,000 re-

fugees in.Somalia who have -

been cut off by Hoods.

A spokesman for the
said here yesterday
dinghies,  bought
undisclosed private
will be leaving for
today.

agency
that the
from an
company,
Mogadishu

The floods occurred when

the river Shebeli, which snakes
lito  Somalia from Ethiopia
burst its banks and formed an
mmense lake 25 square miles
in breadth, and 6ft decp.
According to the UNHCR offi-
cial, Mr Lcon Davico, 95.000
refugees in four western camps
are threatened; 10,000 in the
camp of Kokane have heen cuf
off completely and have re-
ceived no food for four days.
One effect of the floods has
bsen to drive home the vulner-
ability of the 34 refugee ¢
in Somalia, and resglgting ;?2)%5

bility for {he country’s esti-
mated 1.5 million refugees.
Last October, the agency was
caught short by the Iraq-Iran
war, which cut off oil to Soma-
lia. The lorries ground to a
halt, and the camps in the
north west of the country —
1,000 miles from Mogadishu —
went hungry for several days.

This year, UNHCR plans to
spend $158 million on Somalia’s
refugees — and the total will
certainly be swollen by the re-
cent pledging conference here,
which ended with promises of
$560 million for the whole con-
tinent.

Despite this, it was several
days before the UN office in
Mogadishu heard of the flood-
ing in the West. The operation
chief apparently had to use
makeshift rafts and c¢ven
SWIm — to visit the area and
confirm the crisis,

There then followed a des-
perate scramble to find: boats
to evacuate the 10,000. This
viclded only two speedboats in
Somalia itself, which is one of
the world’s poorest countries.
_Assuming the rubber ding-
hies from Britain arrive in

lems this causes for th tim i :

. i e e. officials concede that tl
UNHCR, which has responsi- refugees will simply be movelg
MAINICHI , Tokyo - 10.4.81
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is no
them

further to the east, where they
would be easier to. supply. This
is partly because the Somalia
Government fears a backlash
from locals, and partly because
it fears the refugees may not
want to return to their homes
i the cvent of a political

seltlement with Ethiopia.

Food is now rcaching refugees
in central Somalia stranded by
the floods, and there are signs
that water levels are stabilising,
United Nations officials said in

‘Mogadishu yesterday
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Refugee crisis ‘nears
political solution’

A conference convened in
Geneva {o address the plight of
Africa’s five million refugees
received more than $560 mil-
lion in pledges of financial
assistance which, sponsors said
yesterday, was enough to cover
what they called the “ most
urgent needs’ for the next 24
months. ‘

However, the chief delegate
from Somalia, which shelters
one of every five African refu-
gees, criticised the international
community for having * not
seriously faced the challenge
before it — to find a political
solution to this problem.

“The international com-
munity has chosen the less
controversial path of trealing
the sick rather than trying to
prevent the disease,” said Jama
Mohamed .Ghalib, Somalia
Minister of lLocal Government
and Rural Development. In a
clear reference to Cuban forces
in Ethiopia, Mr Ghalib said a
crucial element to a political
settlement is “removal of
external forces from the Horn
of Africa.”

Reviewing the two-day pledg-
ing conference, to which 94
countries sent declegations, a
spokesman for the United
Nations High Commissioner for

sented préviousiy unannounced
contributions.

The _bulk of the  aid was
pledged by traditional Western
donor mnations, In the largest
single contribution, the United
States has announced that it
will spend $285 million this
year and next on African refu-
gecs. Late yesterday, Saudi
Arabia announced one of the
largest pledges — $30 million.

The Soviet Union and its
East European allies did not
attend the conference, con-
vened on Thursday under aus-
pices of the United Nations,
UNHCR and the Qrganisation
of African Unity.

Arab countries said yester-
day they would try to have
Israel excluded from all inter-
national meetings, despite their
failure to keep out of the refu-
gee relief conference. Adnan
Omran, deputy secretary-
general of the Arab League in
Geneva, told a press confer-
ence that Isrdel was respon-
sible for “the most tragic
refugee problem of recent his-
tory — the Palestinians” —
and had no place in any.
humanitarian conference.

The Libyan delegation called
a separate press conference to
announce it was boycotting the
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The Horn of Unplenty

African Area Has Millions in Need, but Relief Falls Far Shoit

By RICHARD M. WALDEN

~ After rallying to the rescue in last year’s
Cambodian famine and the prior year's
Vietnamese boat exodus, a somewhat over-
whelmed world community is beginning to

focus on the Horn of Africa, which holds the

world’s largest concentration of refugees
and famine victims—more than 3 million.

Somalia, whose 3.5 million residents havé .

had to absorb 1.5 million refugees, has been
hardest hit by these twin problems. It has

also suffered a long-term drought, and an-

influx of mostly ethnic Somalis—90% of
whom are women, children and elderly peo-
ple—fleeing Ethiopia’s Ogaden desert and
the fruits of their failed secessionist war.
The refrain is similar to that of Southeast
Asia: strains of famine and war in an arena
for the East- West political struggle, against
abackground of a largely indifferent world.
Somalia is only one part of the East Afri-
can catastrophe. Uganda’s Karamoja region
has half a million displaced and starving
people; northwest Kenya has half a million
more; Ethopia faces two secessionist move-
ments and a long-term drought; the Sudan
is drought-stricken, with half a million re-

fugees from four neighboring states, and

tiny Djibouti, only two years free of French
rule, has 45,000 refugees.

. After the first U.N. reports began to cir-
culate about the magnitude of the East Afri-
can disaster, it took more than a year to or-
ganize the U.N. conference on African Re-
fugees, to be held in Geneva in April. Mean-
while, much-needed governmental and pri-
vate aid to the region has been increasing
rapidly, but still is woefully inadequate.

The afflicted countries have the most ru-
dimentary logistical systems for the distri-
bution of food, medicine and other essential
supplies. The Iraq-Iran war has deprived
them of a large quantity of needed fuels.

Projects to improve water supplies, and to
provide primary health care and promote
agricultural development, are all desperate-
ly needed to avert disasters. But these are
now considered largely unaffordable Iuxu-
ries. A number of private aid groups have
projects in East Africa, but they are too hm-
ited to affect the overall problem.

Long neglected by the American public,
African relief has always been thought of as
tangential to our national interests and pri-
orities. The financial response to a million
deaths in Biafra during its battle for inde-
pendence from Nigeria was only one-fourth
that of the response to the Cambodian crisis
and one-half that of the response to Bang-
ladesh. This is partly due to a historical
American absence from Africa as a colonial
power, and may be somewhat influenced by
the racism factor. But I believe that the low
level is largely attributable to the “Walter
Cronkite principle”: What is not presented
on the evening news programs with fre-
quency and drama gains little support from
the general public or the U.S. government.

freight of up-to-date news film is often
slow, and the problem seems familiar and
monotonous, following on the heels of more
dramatic distant events—such as the “Boat

., People™ of Vietnam, Pol Pot’s systematic -
destruction of Cambodian society and the

‘Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

Drama has become the sine qua non of'
. news coverage—the nightly network news

reports of the above events: Take “60 Min-

_utes’ ” emétional treatment on three shows

of Laotian and Cambodian refugees lan-

_guishing in camps inside Thailand, Rosalyn
Carter's pose with starving Cambodian
babies before 200 journalists, Dan Rather's -

incognito trek through the Khyber Pass,
made-for-TV scheduling of relief airlifts
into Cambodia and Vietnam, the spectacle of
10,000 oxcarts in a life-and-death lineup at
the Cambodian border for rice seed to plant
before the onset of the monsoon. Some in-
ternational organizations and private relief
groups now hire media consultants before
doctors,  to ensure continued funding for
their projects.

Unquestionably, Cambodia was saved at
the brink of extinction by the response of
people genuinely touched by the scenes of
tragedy unfolding in their living rooms each

night. The outpouring of aid from govern-

ments and individuals came despite hostility
to a Communist regime unrecognized by

Washington, despite political interference:

by foreign governments (principally China
and Thailand) that wanted to “pin down"”
Vietnam with the burden of supporting
Cambodia and thereby embarrass the Soviet
Union’s client state, despite recurring ru-

mors that relief supplies were being divert-

ed to the antagonists in the many-sided
struggle for control of Cambodia.

What, then, is the dramauc “angle” for
East Africa? How can the American public
be turned on when it l.as been turned off for
so long to Africa’s problems? The answer

to this question could save a million lives.
Perhaps it lies in the temper of these
economically strained times. In the last two
years, American corporations have begun to
look to their unused surplus inventories and:
match them with the needs of Southeast
Asian refugees. While still in the nascent
stage, this new form of giving has resulted
in more than $10 million worth of supplles
for the Southeast Asian program.
Plastics companies have donated shelters:
for refugee encampments; ol companies
have provided jet fuel for relief airlifts; drig
companies. hospitals and physicians have
met needs for medical assistance; auto-
mobile manufacturers, canneries, depart-
ment stores and even waterbed companies.
provided ggods rather than money- for,
imaginative use by relief agencies. t in
itself is of interest to the general public,
though it does not make for film footage as,
“exciting” as children with distended,
bellies. .
President Reagan has asked Congress to
cut foreign aid, but it is not yet clear wheth-

_er he will call for the private sector to pick’

up the slack and urge the granting of tax
breaks to participating firms. A few
hundred private corporations, inspired-by
the leadership of their government and by;

" their own feelings of corporate - socigt

responsibility, could begin to reverse. the
tragic course of Asia, Latin America apd
Africa. }

rI‘1melsrunnmgout.Butrtxsst.ﬂlnott.oo
late. That Cambodia was saved in less than a
year through a dedicated relief effort means
that lives can also be saved in the disaster-.
ridden Horn of Africa, and wherever we sée
our fellow man dying for lack of whit We
Americans have in excess.

Richard M. Walden, an attorney, is execy-
tive director of Operation California, a relief
organization headquartered in Beverly Hills.
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Afrika: voor' p -
560 miljoen
dollar hulp
toegezegd

Door onze redacteur
KOERT LINDIJER

GENEVE,11 april — De In-
ternationale conferentie voor
hulp aan vluchtelingen in Afri-
ka (Icara) die de afgelopen
twee dagen in Genéve werd ge-
houden, heeft 560 miljoen dol-
lar opgebracht. De secretaris-
generaal van de Verenigde Na-
ties, Kurt Waldheim, zei gis-
teravond nog niet te kunnen
zeggen welk deel van dit be-
drag extra toezeggingen voor
deze conferentie betreft en
welk deel al eerder door de do-
norlanden was beloofd.

De meeste delegaties hadden
dit in hun redevoeringen niet

der uitgelegd, zodat gister-
~vond. verwarring bestond
aover wat de conferentie nu
precies heeft opgeleverd.

De grootste toezeggingen
werden gedaan door Amerika
(258 miljoen), de Europese ge-
meenschap (68 miljoen), de
Bondsrepubliek (34 miljoen),.
Japan (33 miljoen) en Saoedi-
Arabié (30 miljeen). Nigeria
zegde 3 miljoen toe.

Voor de officiéle sluiting van
de conferentie ontstond er ach-
ter gesloten deuren onenigheid
tussen de groep Afrikaanse
landen en de donorlanden over
de gelden.-Veel donorlanden
hadden tijdens hun toespraken
op de conferentie het overgrete
deel van hun toezeggingen niet
voor een bepaald land of pro-
ject bestemd. ‘

Door de knieen

De Afrikaanse groep wenste
zelf over de bestemming van
het totaal van deze niet gespe-
cificeerde bedragen, namelijk
451 miljoen dollar, te kunnen
beslissen, waartegen de donors
zich verzetten. De Afrikaanse
groep ging uiteindelijk deor de
knieén, waarna de Soedanese
minister van binnenlandse za-
ken, Ahmed Abdulrahman, die
als woordvoerder van de Afri-
kaanse groep optrad, de confe-
rentie meedeelde dat de donor-
landen zelf kunnen uitmaken
hoe zij de 451 miljoen zullen
besteden. ) |

Het overige deel van de toe-
gezegde bedragen wordt be-
steed aan Dbilaterale hulp
(ruim 66,9 miljoen) en aan he
budget van het Hoge Commis;
sariaat voor de vluchtelingen
van de VN (IINHCR)Y an haot'

Vluchteljnﬁe‘\z‘}r:l/‘m8
P

Het streefbedrag van de con-
ferentie, namelijk 450 miljoen
voor hulp op korte termijn, is
gehaald. De 890 miljoen dollar
waar de Afrikaanse landen om
hadden gevraagd voor de kor-
te- en lange-termijnhulp ble-
ken echter onbereikbaar. De
UNHCR en andere VN-organi-
saties hadden voer dit jaar al
ruim 260 miljoen dollar voor
Afrikaanse vluchteélingen uit-
getrokken.

Pag. 4: Afrika bezwijkt bijna
onder zijn viuchtelingenlast.
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Refugees
In Africa:

A Crisis
By Tarzie Vittachi

EW YORK — The interna-
tional community rallied
strongly in 1980 to save the people
of Kampuchea from a holocaust.
Some $500 million in cash, food
stuffs and seed grains was collect-
ed and distributed so effectively
that in November, 1980, a year af-
ter the first appeal by the UN sec-
retary-general and the heads of the
United Nations Children’s Fund
and the International Red Cross
was broadcast, the dying patient —
an entire nation — was judged to
be “off the critical list” though still
running a fever. ,

The wide acclaim given ta this
remarkable achievement, however,
has obscured the much wider
spread human suffering that is tak-
ing place in Africa. There have
been no “boat people” to lend dra-
matic cachet to the situation in
that continent, but its extent and
urgency are unprecedented. Politi-
cal instability, endemic poverty
and the return of the Sahelian
drought have made refugees or
“displaced persons™ of no less than
16 million human beings.

In Ethiopia alone, as many as
5.2 million people are affected. As
many in the sub-Saharan countries
have been driven to the edge of
desperation within their Borders or
out of their countries by the
drought. Nearly 500,000 have
sought refuge in the Sudan, a poor
country scarcely able to sustain
such weight of hospitality. The ref-
ugee camps established in Somalia
attract hundreds of thousands of
refugees and women and children
whose husbands and fathers are
engaged in the fighting in the
North, as well as the traditional
nomadic people. People will go to
where there is food and shelter.

In Eritrea, 2 million have been
listed as displaced persons. The
world has become habituated to
think of refugees as people who are
forced to cross or re-cross a border
but there are millions in Africa —
as indeed there were in Kampu-

That is the fate of several mil-
lions in Africa whose purchase on
the material lifeline was so feeble
that any extra deprivation would
necessarily throw them into a cate-
gory of helplessness now being eu-
phemistically called “most serious-
ly affected.” Every country in East
Africa and several in the West
have been touched by the emergen-
cy in one way or another.

In Uganda, broken by years of
political instability, nearly 300,000
have fled the West Nile region in
recent weeks and some 3 million
existing in conditions of near-fam-
ine are menaced by cholera,
typhoid, dysentery and acute mal-
nutrition.

In Djibouti, the water situation
is so critical that children in some
areas are being Tationed to six
ounces a day and adults td six
ounces every other day.

In Angola, the refugee count
stands at 56,000 and misplaced
persons at 600,000. Bie, once the
country’s breadbasket, is probably

". the heaviest hit by political and

economic disorder exacerbated by
the drought.

The UN High Commissioner for
Refugees has called an internation-
al conference in April to raise the
resources needed to. implement a
sustained program for the rehabili-
tation of the refugee population
and people who have found no
succor beyond their -borders and.
have returned through compulsion
of need or political action.

But there is an immediate need
for food, medical sgpplies, wells,
pumps, water punfying equip-
ment, clothing, and transport to
carry supplies and relief personnel
to provide the survival needs not
only of refugees but also of the
millions whose lives have been
gravely threatened by famine,
drought and disease. .

Unicef estimates that at least
$100 million is needed to meet the
minimum requirements in 1981 to
bring basic services to children and
their mothers in the worst affected
countries. A Kampuchea-type res-
cue operation, but on many fronts,
is being mounted to mobilize the
financial and human resources
needed to prevent what could be-
come one of the grimmest trage-
dies in history.

Tarzie Vittachi, a deputy execu-
tive director of Unicef, was editor of
the Ceylon Observer and The Asian.
He wrote this article for the Interna-
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As rela¢des da Europa com a
ica sdo muito antigas. Elas
am tendo formas bem dife-
tes ao longo do tempo. A
itéria da disso conta.

firada a péagina do colonia-
no é chegada a altura de tais
acbes se fazerem num sen-
5 horizontal. Aqui, como nou-
s paises europeus, os africa-
5 vao-se dando a conhecer.
o falando do que pensam so-
v 0 seu continente. Vao anali-
1do os seus problemas.

Jra, um desses problemas &,
m mais nem menos, o dos re-
jianos africanos. E o assunto
&4 na ordem do dia com a rea-
1¢cao em Genebra uma Con-
éncia Intemacional para a As-
téncia dos Refugiados Africa-
5, ICARA, (Intemational Con-
ence on Assistance to Refu-
s in Africa), promovida pelo
o Comissariado das Nacgdes
idas para os Refugiados
>NUR,) e pela Organizacao da
idade Africana (OUA).

JDs refugiados africanos:
em sdo? Onde estdo?
lantos sd0? Como subsistem?
A Africa 6 um continente de
inde instabilidade politica. As
0es sdo varias: a heteroge-
idade popuiacional, as in-
Incias das superpoténcias, a
a de quadros, etc. Existem
is Optimas condigoes para a
riagdo» de refugiados.
draticamente todos 0s paises
icanos albergam refugiados e,
r seu tumo, tém refugiados
utros paises africanos. O
pa formecido pelo ACNUR da
nimeros referentes aos finais
1980. De notar que em muitos
30s 0 nOmero real é superior ja
2 0 mapa apenas se refere
s refugiados registados.

Alguns paises estido particu-.

larmente cheios de refugiados.
O caso mais gritante é o da So-
malia em que existem 1,5 mi-
Ihbes de refugiados sobre uma
populagdo que em 1978 era de
3,5 milhdes de habitantes! Estes
refugiados sdo a consequéncia
da guerra do Ogaden e da Eri-
treia. O outro pais que alberga
refugiados etiopes em grande

quantidade é o Sudao.

A guerra do Chade foi uma
verdadeira fabrica de refugia-
dos, a maior parte dos quais para
os Camardes.

Os paises de expressio por-
tugyesa também tém os seus
refugiados. Deles, Angola ¢, de
longe, «0 mais rico». Com efeito
todos os paises limitrofes de An-
gola tém refugiados da terra de
Eduardo dos Santos. A sua con-
centragido 6 maior no Zaire
(cerca de 215 000), na Zambia
{18 000), no Sudoeste Africano e
no Botswana. O numero de refu-
giados angolanos na Republica
Popular do Congo é pratica-
mente desprezivel. A guerra co-
lonial, a guerra civil de Angola
(que op6s o MPLA A FNLA e a
UNITA) e a actual guerra de
guerrilhas da UNITA contra o

MPLA, sdo as causas desta si- -

tuacao.
Por seu turno, Angola alberga

refugiados do Zaire, da Namibia
e da Africa do Sul, num total de !

73 000, de acordo com os dados
do ACNUR.

Mas, para aém dos refugia-
dos obrigados a abandonar o
seu pais, ha os gque apenas
abandonaram os seus lares,
restabelecendo-se (ou deslo-
cando-se) no interior do seu pré-

UMA VOZ QUE FALA DE AFRICA

S REFUGIADOS A

prio pais. O seu numero & im-.

portante. S6 na Etiépia os «refu-
giados do interior» andam a volta
de 2,4 milhdes. Em Angola o
namero de deslocados deve ser
da ordem de 3 milhdes pelo me-
nos, o que da bem a ideia da
dimensao do conflito angolano.
Tenha-se em conta a destruicdo
e/ou o abandono de numerosas
aldeias, principalmente nas pro-
vincias do Huambo, Bi¢ e
Cuando Cuban a partir de
1976. Noticias vindas de & di-
2em que tem sido habitual en-
contrarem-se pessoas a beira
das estradas, totalmente desnu-
tridas. ‘

A subsisténcia dos refugiados
africanos é precaria. Os meios
postos 4 disposi¢do do ACNUR
(pelos paises e organizagdes
contribuintes) sao insuficientes.
Além disso verifica-se uma ma
admintstragio dos govemas ou
das autoridades locais no ma-
neio dos fundos para os refugia-
dos. As perdas «normais» em
todos os campos andam & volta
de 3% (acidentes, roubos, dete-
rioracbes dos géneros alimenti-

cios, etc.). Mas nalguns campos
essa percentagem toma-se
exuberante.

Os principais contribuintes no
fundo do ACNUR em Novembro
de 1980 eram os EUA
(116 658 022 dblares US), CEE
(81188000) e o Japéo
(64193 715). Outros paises
deram também a sua ajuda, em-
bora menos significativa. Além
dos paises ocidentais de referir a
contribuicdo da China, Emiratos

Arabes Unidos, Nova Zelandia e
Paquistéo.

O ndmero total de refugiados
africanos (excluidos 0s que
deambulam no seu proprio pais)
6 estimado em 5 milhdes, isto 6,

CORREID DA MANHE

FRIC

Portugal

Um mundo em

metade do nimero de todos os
refugiados do Mundo. Trata-se
de um ndmero impressionante
que justifica sem divida a Con-
feréncia de Genebra sobre o as-
sunto (ICARA).

Embora Portugal seja hoje um
verdadeiro pais de asilo afri-
cano, pouco se tem falado dos
refugiados africanos. O Servigo
de Estrangeiros em Portugal tem
cerca de 3500 processos de

. movimento para o drama ou & Africa carregando o seu proprio peso

candidatos a refugiados, sendo
mais de 3000 processos de refu-
giados africanos. De notar que
um processo serve todo um

agregado familiar.

Refugianos africanos: que
perspectivas trarad a ICARA? Um
maior auxilio econémico? E em
Portugal, para quando a boa as-
sisténcia aos refugiados africa-
nos? E Africa? Paraquando o fim
de situagbes de confiito (leia-se
geradoras de refugiados)?

QR

Bree oy o0

Numa recente entrevista, Poul
Hartling, actual Ato Comissario
das Nagbes Unidas para os Re-
fugiados, teria dito: «Seria o ho-
mem mais feliz da terra, se as
condigdes do Mundo permitis-
sem o desaparecimento da mi-
nha organizagdo.» Parece claro
para todos que o homem mais
feliz do Mundo nynca podera ser
Poul Hartling. Jaime Tanga

(Estudante africano)
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Criangas ugandesas esfomeadas amontoam-se (em busca de calor) num centro de distribui¢do de alimentos, em Karamoja. Ali lhe sdo fornecidos
leite e biscoitos enriquecidos e flocos de milho

Africa «continente dos refugi

B Eram 2 milhdes em 1970: hoje siio

-Exclusivo «Le Matin» /«PH»

Em Africa, o nimero de refugiados e pessoas desloca-

das n2o cessa de aumentar. De 2 milhdes, ha dez anos, ele

- ultrapassa, actualmente, os 10 milhdes, fazendo de Africa
0 «continente dos refugiados».

No Sudio, muitas dezenas de
milhar de refugiados irdo engros-
sar, em 1981, os cerca de 506 000
oficialmente registados. Todas as
semanas, todos os dias, grupos
mais ou menos importantes de
ugandeses, tchadianos e etiopes
ou eritreus, atravessam as fron-
teiras para o Sudio, fugindo dos
bombardeamentos, dos massa-
cres, da seca e da fome.

O Sudio conheceu a sua pri-
meira vaga de refugiados em
1965. Eram congoleses (futuros
zairenses) de origem rural. A sua
assimilagdo foi relativamente fa-
cil. Muitos ja voltaram, actual-
mente, ao.Zaire.

Depois de 1965, o afluxo de re-
fugiados ao Sud3o n3o conheceu

ténticos éxodos massivos de afri-
canos. O grosso dos refugiados
chegou apo6s os primeiros comba-
tes no Ogaden.

Desde 1977-1978, muitas deze-
nas de milhar de etiopes e de eri-
treus franquearam as fronteiras e
foram acolhidos em campos ins-
talados pelo Alto Comissariado
das Nagoes Unidas para os Refu
giados (HCR). :

Depois, e de acordo com os
nimeros publicados pelas autori-
dades sudanesas. 415 000 etiopes
e eritreus entraram no Sudio.

‘Nas ltimas semanas, apds uma

interrupg3o de alguns meses, no-
vos contingentes de refugiados
etiopes e da regido de Asmara
chegaram (mil no princicpio do

Um novo afluxo

Um novo afluxo de refugiados
ao Sul preocupa as autoridades
de Cartum, Tratam-se de ugan-
deses que, ao ritmo de 300 por
dia, abandonam o Norte do
Uganda e passam para territorio
sudanés depois de atravessarem o
Nilo.

Estes ugandeses, das tribos
maadis afirmam que escaparam
a0s massacres e as perseguigOes
dos Acholis, que regulam assim
as velhas contas tribais e politi-
cas. Eles «despediram» j4 o pri-
meiro dos maadis, que n3o era
“outro sen#o Idi Amin Dada.

Em Qutubro de 1980, 30 mil
ugandeses atravessaram a fron-
teira e concentraram-se na regiio
de Juba, com 43 mil outros maa-
dis. As autoridades sudanesas
calculam que, nas proximas se-

manas, 50 mil ugandeses serdo

tar assisténcia, com a ajuda do
HCR, a 18 mil refugiados prove-
nientes do Tchad. Os acessos
s3o, na regido Oeste, particular-
mente dificeis. A 2000 quiloéme-
tros de Cartum, s30 necessarios
dez dias de viagem em camiio

para ai chegar.

Em El Janaina, nomeadamen-
te, 3 mil tchadianos foram aco-
lhidos num campo, enquanto 2
ou 3 mil se encontram ao norte
da cidade.

Os sudaneses nio escondem
que a chegada de mais 500 mil
pessoas provocou um certo dese-
quilibrio sociol’ogico no pais. A
proporgio de ndo-sudaneses nao

para de crescer, suscitando no-

meadamente «choques» culturais
e religiosos, sem falar dos senti-
mentos de inveja e de reacgOes vi-
vas de ressentimento da parte da
populagdo local, que pensa ver-
se passada demasiadas vezes ao
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A caminho de parte
nenhuma, levando consigo
a sua prdpria miséria

Cinco milhdes de seres
esfomeados, na sua maioria
mulheres e criangas, obri-
gados a deslocar-se, a aban-
donar as suas casas, a
atravessar desertos ou selvas,
estes sBo o8 refugiados de

conferéncia intermacional
que, ao longo dos dias 9 e 10
de Abril, tentard arranjar

i para

.para

. (UN!'ICR), organizador da

mais fundos para emm‘bmr
a solucdo imediata
daquele drama humano que

. nilo para de aumentar.

O alto-comissirio da ONU
os Refugiados

trigo para farinha que s3o as
necessidades mais vitais para
aqueles ‘ cinco milhdes de
desalojados. _

" Por "seu lado, a Or-
ganizagdo da Unidade
Africana (OUA) continua a
langar gritos de alarme: a
situagdio, garantem os seus

" funcionérios, é radicalmente

distinta da verificada hi dez
anos, quando o nGmero de
refugiados em Africa era sé de
750 mil. .

A OUA lamenta que a
opinido phblica mundial nfio

 Nagdes Unidas e OUA
‘para salvar milhdes de esl

esteja suficientemente infor-
mada sobre aquela tragédia
di4ria e insiste na insuficién-
‘cia dos fundos de ajuda.

A reunido de Genebra tem.

um s6 antecedente: a con-
feréncia sobre o problema dos
refugiados e pessoas de-
salojadas no Sudeste Asidtico
realizada também em Ge-
nebra, em 1979:

No quadro dos preparativos
para esta reunifio, os governos
africanos elaboraram
balangos, dados, cifras,
prioridades e o alto-comis-
sario da ONU difundiu no-
ticias, publicagdes e relatdrios
e, inclusivé, organizou via-
gens para grupos de jornalis-
tas s regides mais afectadas
por este drama,

Seguem-se alguns nimeros
elucidativos da dimensfio do
problema: hi no Mundo um
total de dez milhdes de re-
fugiados, metade dos quais se

encontra num sb conunente

Hé 28 paxses afncanos que
necessitam de ajuda alimen-
tar “‘de urgéncia”, de forma a
garantir a sobrevivéncia a
sectores das suas respectivas

-A FAO (Organizagcdio da
ONU para a Agricultura e
Alimenta¢3o) lanca continuos
apelos a0 Mundo para que
envie alimentos e medicamen-
tos para estes paises.

S6 na Somélia centenas de
pessoas, fugindo da guerra,
dirigiram-se para paises como
os Camardes ou a Nigéria.

No Sudfio hi quase meio
milhZo de Trefugiados, No
Zaire, 400 mil, e no Burundi
* mais de um quarto de milhfio.

Os relatdrios aj estio. Os
dados j& sio conhecidos e a
tragédia aumenta... falta
apenas conhecer a reacglio do
Mundo. -




Quinta-feira, 9/ 4/ 81 'O GLOBO-"

Cena diarla nos campos de refugiados africanos: criangas esperam comida )

Em Genebra, o destino
de tinco milhoes de
refugiados africanos

Um problema do qual muitos
governos e muitas pessoas
preferem nfo tomar
conhecimento — o dos refugiados
da Africa — é o tema de uma
reunifo internacional que se
realiza hoje e amanh& em
Genebra, na Suf¢ca. Em novembro
iltimo, quando o nimero
daqueles refugiados chegou i
fantéstica soma de cinco milhfes
e seu drama atingiu propor¢bes
calamitosas, a Assembléia Geral
das Nacbes Unidas decidiu que o
secretirio-geral da organizacio
deveria convocar uma

m 1870, os refugiados
' na Africa somavam
cerca de 750 mil. No
fim do ano passado,
esse niimero era
. calculado em cinco
milh8es e a tendéncia apontava
para seu crescimento em escala
cada vez mais rapida. Como
existem atualmente dez milhJes
de refugiados no mundo, isso
significa que a metade deles esta
na Africa, espalhada por regibes
que registram alguns dos piores
fndices de fome e doencas do
planeta. E o problema se agrava
quando se sabe que a maioria
desses refugiados ¢ composta de
mulheres e criancas que fugiram
ou foram expulsas de séus paises
devido a guerras, revolugdes e
perseguicdes politicas ou raciais.
0Os dados mais recentes da
ONU — e referentes somente aos
refugiados registrados — indicam
a seguinte distribuicfio destes
pelos paises africanos: Somaélia,
1.540.000; Suddo, 480.000; Zaire,
400.000; Repiblica dos Camardes,
266,000; Burundi, 234.590;
Tanzéinla, 140.000; Uganda,
112.400; Nigéria, 110.000; Angola,
73.000; Argélia, 52.000; Djibuti,
42.000; Zambia, 33.500; Gabéo,
30.000; Etiépia, 11.000; Ruanda,
10.150; Suaziléndia, 10.000;
Lesoto, 10.000; Republica Centro- .
Africana, 7.000; Egito, 5.000;
Senegal, 5.000; Quénia, 3.500;

P T

conferéncia para mobilisar a
atengfo e & cooperacfo mundiais
para a grave crise. Com o apoio
da Organiza¢fo da Unidade
Africana e do Alto Comissariado
das Nagdes Unidas para
Refugiados, a convocacgfo fol
feita. Nestes dois dias, a
Conferéncia Internacional para
Assisténcia aos Refugiados na
Africa (Icara) mostraré até que
ponto governos, entidades

- Internacionais e cidad&os estfo

dispostos a ir em socorro dessa
desprotegida parcela da
humanidade.

sera facil a tarefa da conferéncia
que se realiza em Genebra: Para
enfrenté-la, a Icara estabeleceu
trés objetivos: despertar a
atencfio da opinifio publica
mundial para o drama dos
refugiados na Africa; mobilizar
recursos adicionais para os
programas de assisténcia aos
refugiados e auxiliar os paises
que concedem asilo a obterem
assisténcla internacional para
projetos destinados a fortalecer
sua capacidade de enfrentar a
carga representada pelo
recebimento de milhares desses
refugiados.

O pais que enfrenta o mais grave
problema de refugiados na Africa
é a Somalia, que recebeu nos
altimos anos uma populacéo
extra de mais de um milhfo e
melo de habitantes. Segundo o
Alto Comissariado da ONU, ali
est4 ““o maior problema de -
refugiados do mundo’’. Fluxos
continuos de refugiados chegam a
Somalia, superlotando seus 30
campos de abrigo e setc centros
de trénsito. O Alto Comissariado
dispunha de uma verba de 41
milh8es de dolares para atender,
em 1981, a 800 mil refugiados
abrigados em campos. Mas a
chegada de mais 400 mil pessoas
ja fez com que o déficit
aumentasse, este ano, para cerca
de 163 milhdes de dolares. Em
Genebra, essa serd a questfio

Bimnmanins WMinrie unadnanfo 2 aor




MRS. MARIA MALESSE
was determined never to
leave her home in the
Ethiopian Province of
Eritrea despite a bloody
war that raged all over.
Even when a bullet cut her
husband down, her deter-
mination never wavered.

But when one day
another bullet struck too
near home for comfort,
Mrs. Malesse. grabbed her
children and, avoiding
armed bandits, fled the
country. She and her three
children now live in Kenya
as refugees. .

Living as a refugee in
Kenya not been much
easier than living in her
war-torn home country for
Mrs. Malesse — only there
is no fear of death looming
ominously overhead.

I didn’t have any illusions.
As a refugee, I knew life would

be tough,” she says. Even
then she has found herself
often so frustrated that the
thought of committing
suicide hasn’t been far from
her mind. .
Because she has no skills,
Mrs.. Malesse still d_epends on
a meagre 350/- (singles. get
150/-) monthly allowance from
. the United Nations High Com-
mission for Refugees to
wd, "#nd house both

clothe, )
herself and het children. With

the high coet of living In
Nairobi, it isn’t difficult to
understand why Mrs. Malesse
and her fellow refugees live in
the crammed, crime-infested
slums of Nairobi. It isn’t dif-
ficult also to understand why

many of them plunge into a
depression from which they
can only be snapped out by a_
psychiatrist.

Compared with other
African countries which are
stable enough to accom-
modate refugees, Kenya has
relatively few “forei oKt
the beginning of last year,
there were som@ 5,800
refugees. But the bulk of
them were Ugandans most of
whom have now been
repatriated ‘since the tur-
bulent “dictatorship of Idi
Amin was overthrown. And

The problem of a
home away irom

home SUNDAY NATION, Nairvobi — 8/3/81

since 1979, the refugee status
for Ugandans in Kenya has
been abolished.

The number of refugees
living with us now is only
3,500. Their breakdown is
roughly- 1,800 Ethiopians,
1,200 Rwandese, 100 South
Africans and probably a few
hundred other from several
distant countries.

The Rwandese have been
with us since war erupted in
their country in the early
'Sixties and they still con-
stitute a big majority.

But the Kenyan refugee

population is only a trifling
compared with that in other
countries. Somalia, one of the
poorest countries in our conti-
nent, has a refugee popula-
tion that is nearly twice the
_population of our capital city,
Nairobi. It has 1,540,000. Its
neighbour, Sudan, has
490,000, riearly the total pop-
ulation of Mombasa,
Burundi, 234,590, Tanzania,
140,000, Zaire 400,000,
Nigeria, 110,000. .
ameroon has 266,000,
Uganda 112,000, Algeria
52,000, Gabon 30,000, Angola
73,000, Lesotho 10,000 and
even Djibouti, the country
that people said was too poor
to support its small popula-

cion has 42,000 refugees (12
per cent of total population).

The total number of
refugees in the entire African
continent is five million, in
many cases more fhah the
total populations of several
African countriés.

And these are people who

are desperately in need of
emotional sympathy,
economic and medical
assistance. Donations of
millions of shillings: pour in
which are then distributed to
the refugees through the
United Nations High Com-
‘'mission for Refugees. But as
the case of Nairobi refugees
illustrates, this is hardly
enough to meet even the
minimum of human reguive.
ments.
- According to informed
gources, most of the refugees
in Kenya are youths who are
in need of assistance to go
through their education.

Many are students at the
National Industrial
Vocational Training Centre
(NIVTC) in Nairobi. ¢

The students ® get
scholarships from voluntary
organisations, such as
churches. But even then, the
sailing has not been smooth
for them.

Mary Olunda has lived in
Kenya with her refugee

arents most of her life.

hen she completed Std. 7,
she had to wait for two years
before she could get a sponsor
to see her through her secon-
dary education. “It was a
traumatic moment,” she
recalls now. ‘I felt as if I had
reached the end of my life.”’

Haggard-looking refugees
almost daily crowd at- the
offices of the Joint Refugee,
Services of Kenya, the body
the UNHCR has entrusted
with settling down the
refugees in Kenya. Their
complaints concern mainly
the little allpwance they get,
the unavailability of jobs in
Kenya for them (refugees com-
pete with Kenyans for jobs)
on the free market and delays
in getting “small allowances’.

It is because of problems
like these and the ever rising
number of refugees that the

UNHCR has organised a con-
fererice — the International

%‘xl_ﬁegm
Fﬁgﬁjuum
__gmxg_c'gmm.&mu&l
e aim ing will
be to focus attention on the
plight of refugees in Africa, to’
obilise additional resources
-for relugee programmes in
‘T¥ies of asylum and
strengthen their_ability to

-Tope_with the extra burden
ices an
facilities.
ast year, the UNHCR

spent some 14 million
shillings on . refugee
programmes in Kenya. It is
understood that the Kenya,
Government is asking for Sh.
3 million to help build a small
clinic and a primary school
for the refugees living here. .
Proposals have already
been %orked out {o be presen-
ted to-the International Con-

farence NN eiefanra n

centration such as Mathare
and Eastleigh.

What frustrates efforts to
aid African refugees is the
rate at which they are created-
and the abject poverty of the
host countries. In 1976, alone,
there was an increase of
700,000, two times the
average daily world increase.
The total number of refugees
increased from ong million in
1975 to 3.7 million in 1977 and
to 5 million in 1980. '

And it is estimated that
there is a substantial number
of refugees who simply cross
Iborders, are welcomed by the
nationals and live in the rural
areas without ever bothering
to register as refugees. -

' Somalia is the best example
of a poor country with an
enormous refugee popalation.
The general poverty has

created problems in
providing relief services.
Fears are, in fact, being
expressed that refugee pop-
ulations there might lead a
better life than the host pop-
ulation. It was probably
because of this fear that

President Siade Barre tried to
tax refugee donations.

Here in Kenya fears are
that refugees might swell the
number of the disadvantaged
population to create a new
class of “lumpen proletariat”.
‘Because of this, theUNHCR
office in Nairobi is reportedly
-working out plans to increase
the monthly allowance of
refugees. It is, however, clear
that the increases will have to
be substantial to keep the
refugees floating above
economic tribulations

Idepression,

.mental turmoil and generai
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ALLA CONFERENZA DI GINEYRA

L’Africa chiede
aivto

all'Occidente
per 5 milioni
di profughi

DAL NOSTRO INVIATO SPECIALE

GINEVRA — L'Africa invoca aiu-
to. La poverta, la fame, le catastrofi
naturali, le rivoluzioni, e guerre so-
no state accompagnate da un‘altra
sciagura: migrazioni di masse di-
sperate che si rifugiano in Paesi
spesso gia incapaci di offrire it mini-
mo vitale ai propri cittadini. Dieci
anni fa i rifugiati in Africa erano 750
mila, oggi sono cinque milioni e
continuano a crescere. Nessun al-
tro continente conta una simile
quantita di profughi.

Da soli gli africani non possono
assicurare 'assistenza umanitaria a
questi cinque milioni di fuggiaschi,
in maggioranza donne e bambini. Il
probiema & enorme, pili grave di
quello sollevato due anni fa dal boat
people del Sudest asiatico. Dificil-
mente la conferenza delle Nazioni
Unite apertasi ieri a Ginevra potra
soddistare le richieste presentate
dai governi del continente — quasi
1300 miliardi di dollari per i prossimi
cinque anni —, anche perché I'U-
nione Sovietica e I'Europa Orientale
hanno rifiutato di partecipare ai
lavori. .

_ la quasi totaiita dei rifugiati &
accolta in soli diciotto Paesi, alcuni
dei quali tra i pilt poveri del mondo.
Gibuti ad esempio, minuscolo-Stato
sulla costa orientale, privo di terre
coltivabili, di acqua, di industrie, di
risorse energetiche, da asilo a un
numero di profughi pari al dodici per
cento della sua popolazione. La
Somalia, con un reddito pro capite
di 140 mila lire I'anno, mantiene
quasi un milione e mezzo di stranie-
ri senza lavoro.

L'ospitalita e la solidarieta sono

valori fondamentali della cultura ne-
ra, iscritti neila Carta del’OUA, V'or-
ganizzazione dell'unita africana. La
politica della frontiera aperta é an-
che una valvola di sfogo che limita
in qualche misura i «bagni di san-
gue» nel corso dei contflitti e impedi-
sce una piu grave destabilizzazione
del continente. Anche per questo
motivo 'Occidente, che ha un inte-
resse economico © strategico a
contenere gli scontri, deve parteci-
pare ai soccorsi.

La mappa delle migrazioni corri-
sponde alla mappa delle guerre: a
nord il conflitto nel Sahara ex spa-
gnolo ha spinto in Algeria 150 mila
saharui, la guerra nel Corno orien-
tale ha disperso due milioni di etio-
pici in Somalia, Sudan e Gibuti; dal
Ciad centinaia di migliaia di persone
sono scappate in Nigeria, Camerun,
Sudan e Centrafrica; oppositori so-
no fuggiti in Angola dallo Zaire, dal
Sud Africa, dalila Namibia, mentre
oppositori angolani sono entrati in
Zaire; Zambia e Tanzania accolgo-
no profughi da Zaire, Angola, Sud
Africa, Burundi; la crisi rhodesiana
solo nello scorso anno ha spinto in
Mozambico 26 mila persone.

Gli africani mettono I'accento sut-
la responsabilitd storica dell'Euro-
pa: «l| problema dei rifugiati & vec-
chio come il colonialismo — ha
detto il ministro degli esteri nigeria-
no —. Le nostre difficoltda sono il
risultato della occupazione armata
di ieri e delle ingerenze di oggi». In
nessuna maniera perd si giustifica
'assenza di Mosca dalla conferen-
za: basta ricordare, oltre ai doveri
generali di solidarieta umana, che
'URSS arma I'Etiopia, 'Angola e la
Libia, responsabile del prolunga-
mento della guerra in Ciad.

Alle richieste di soccorsi urgenti e
di vasti programmi di assistenza a
medio e lungo termine, collegati al
problema del -sottosviluppo, Kurt
Waldheim, segretario generale del-
'ONU, ha risposto con un invito alla
prudenza: «Per avviare tutti insieme
la soluzione del problema — ha
detto — dobbiamo rmettere d'accor-
do generosita e realismo».

A nome della Comunita Europea
il ministro degli Esteri olandese Van
der Klaauw ha dichiarato: «Assicu-
riamo sia i soccorsi immediati sia
I'impegno a cercare soluzioni a lun-
go termine, perd la Conferenza de-
ve raggiungere conciusioni pratiche
e realistiche».

- 10.4.81

I contributo italiano, che costi-
tuirda uno sforzo non indifferente
nelle nostre attuali condizioni eco-
nomiche, sarad annunciato questa
mattina dal sottosegretario agli E-
steri Costantino Belluscio.

Gli Stati Uniti si sono impegnati a
versare nel 1981 e ‘82 la somma di
285 milioni di dollari, oitre a qualla
: gia stanziata per i rifugiati africani
dall'amministrazione Carter. L'am-
basciatrice al'lONU Kirkpatrick (il
vicepresidente Bush che doveva in-
tervenire a Ginevra & stato trattenu-
to a Washington dopo l'attentato a
Reagan) ha garantito: «L'Africa pud
contare sulla solidarieta americana;
gli USA intendono rafforzare i lega-
mi con it Continenten.

Il futuro della collaborazione occi-
dentale, viene tuttavia lasciato in-
tendere, & condizionato da contro-
partite politiche, secondo !a «dottri-
na Reagan». Come ha spiegato un
diplomatico nei corridoi delia Confe-
renza, «non & possibile che certi
governi africani si salvino con I'assi-
‘stenza economica dell'Occidente e
poi, al'assemblea generaie deil'O-
NU, si schierino regolarmente con-
tro I'Ovest».

Anche i Paesi arabi, che forniran-
no una parte importante degli aiuti,
pongono condizioni politiche. Chie-
dono la solidarieta contro lsraele.
leri mattina hanno ritardato di quasi
due ore l'apertura della Conferenza
pretendendo l'espulsione dei dele-
gati israeliani, secondo le decisioni
recentements prese dai non alli-
neati a Nuova Delhi. Il tentativo &
tallito per ta minaccia. americana di
ritirarsi dai lavori. .

Renato Ferrar

,ﬂ"rican Refugee Aid Reaches $500 Million
. The Associated Press

GENEVA — Funds to aid African refugees reached $500 million Fri-
day when Japan pledged $33 million for the continent’s estimated 5
million dispossessed people. It was the third highest commitment by any
of the 94 nations attending the conference here on Africa’s refugees,
which was ending later in the day. -

On Thursday, the United States said it would give $285 million over
two years, and West Germany announced an aid package of $34.5 mil-
lion. Late Friday, Saudi Arabia announced a pledge of $30 million.

The Soviet Union and most Soviet-bloc nations did not attend the
conference, which was organized by the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees and the Organization of African Unity to raise $1.15 billion for
25 African nations distressed by drought, famine or war.
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Augenschein am Horn von Afrika®

Beruhigung und-Unrast in Aecthiopien

Flug nach Eritrea
Doe. Addis Abeba, Ende Februar
Acthiopiens lange Zceit «verbotene Stadte»
in Eritrea und im Ogaden sind wieder zuging-
lich. Eine Gruppe westlicher Journalisten wurde
kirzlich von der Regierung in Addis Abeba ein-
geladen, Gebiete der

einige Familien. Die hier fir einige Wochen
oder mehrere Monate Internierten sind auf ¢eine
Regicrungsamnestie  hin  aus  sudanesischen

Fluchtlingslagern zuriickgekehrie ehemalige Wi-
derstandshampger der heute praktisch zerschla-
genen royalisiischen EDU-Guerilla oder Uceber-
liufer von eritreischer Scite (ELF und EPLE)
sowie von der Tigre-Befretungsfront.

jahrelangen  kriegeri-
schen  Auseinanderser-
zungen mit den Gue-
rillatruppen des eritrei-
schen Widerstandes be-
zichungsweise mit der
somalischen Armee zu
besuchen: im Norden
des amharischen Hoch-
lundes die alic Haupi-
stadt’ Gondar, dann die
Provinzkapitale Eri-
treas, Asmara, das stra-
tegisch wichtige Keren
und die Rotmeer-Ha-
fenstadt Massawa; auf
der gleichen hektischen
Rundreise wurde fast
Zweitausend Kilometer
weiter sidlich der alte
Garnisons- und Markt-
flecken Degahabur in
der Steppe des Ogaden-
Dreiecks  angeflogen.

Wie in Addis Abeba er- *
lautert wurde, sollten Beispicle [iir die Hilfsbe-

- diirfuigkeit von Dirreopfern, Kriegsveriricbenen

Dicse Leute werden zuerst in einem angeb-

lich kurzen Lehrgang «rehabilitiert», das heisst
politisch umerzogen. Eine ehemalige 18jihrige

tralgewalt in Addis Abeba befindet, geht es
heute weniger um wirtschafilichen Aufbau als
um das nackte Ueberleben. Die einst blihende
italienische Kolonie mit ihrer intellektuell und
technisch besonders hoch begabten Bevolke-
rung ¢rlebte in den siecbziger Jahren einen dra-
stischen Niedergang: Handel und Wandel sind
fast zum Erliegen gekommen, Ernten wurden
zerstort, etwa ein Viertel der Bevolkerung floh
vor den Kriegswirren in den Sudan, Berufsleute’
suchten in Addis Abeba eine Stelle, ungezahlie
Jugendliche wurden von der Armee zwangsre-
krutiert oder schlossen sich den Widerstands-
kdmpfern an.

Asmara macht auf den ersten Blick trotzdem
den Anschein einer eleganten Stadt mit einem
gewissen Wohlstand. Fur den #dusseren Ein-
druck ist das iralienische Kolonialerbe verant-
wortlich zu machen. Die von Palmen gesdumie
Hauptverkehrsader und Geschiéfisstrasse hiess
einst Corso Mussolini, wurde dann Corso Vitto-
rio Emanuele und spater Corso Haile Selassie
genannt; heute heisst sic National Avenue. Das
Bild der Normalial wird von der nuch wie vor
um sicben Uhr abends beginnenden Ausgangs-
sperre beeintrachtigl. Dic drastische Einschrédn-
kung der personlichen Bewegungsireiheit ruft in
Erinnerung, dass es sich um eine besetzte Stadt
handelt: Aethiopische Miliz und Soldaten es-
korticren die Konvois, dic tagsiuber Versor-
gungsgiiter von Siden heranfihren.

Nachdem die Regicrungstruppen im letzten
Jahr mchrere vergebliche und verlustreiche An-
griffe gegen die letzte von den Eritreern gehal-
tene Onschaflt Nukfa gefithrt hatten, scheinen
sie jetzt die Aushungerung der Guerilla anzu-
streben, was ihnen in der zerklifteten, {ir den
Widerstand vorteilhatten Gebirgsgegend
schwerlullen diirfte. Prasident Nuwmeiri von Su-
dan hat zwar Mengistu versprochen, die Eri-
treer nicht mehr zu unterstisizen; den Nach-
schub usus seinem Land kann cr und will er
ihnen.wohl auch nicht abschneiden. Die Wider-
standskdmpler suchen ihrerseits die Besatzungs-
truppen zu demoralisieren: Mit gezielten Nadel-
stichen schaffen sie Unsicherheit und beunruhi-
gen die Garnisonen durch Ueberfille auf Nah-



und zurickkehrenden Fliichtlingen vorgezeigt
werden; die Auswah!l der besuchten QOrte ldsst
diec Yermutung zu, dass es der Regierung auch
darum ging, zu belegen, dass sic Herr der Lage
is¢ in den pie ganz ruhigen Randgebieten.

Umerzichung und Wiedereingliederung

Zustindig for auslandische Journalisten ist
das «Ministry of Information and National
Guidancen, fir Hilfsaktionen ist es die «Relief
xnd Rehabjjitatign, Capmissiony %C_} _eine

it dem’ im- Zeniralko-

it Superministorium,

mitee michtigen Shimelis Adugna als Chel.

Diese beiden.hehdnden-lweson dic Reivegruppe
Yon ciner ahsehnlichen Zaht von Begleitern cs-
korticren; an den verschiedenen Aufenthaltsor-
ten wurde sie von den lokalen Adminisiratoren,
Militdirkommandanten und Paneigrossen bezie-
hungsweise deren Stellvertretern empflangen.
Die relativ lungsam und tief licgenden zwei
DC-3 der RRC erméglichien ¢ine Vogelschau,
die dem Beirachter alibekannte Probleme des
Landes anschaulich machte. Der Flug iber das
fruchtbare, gelb-braun-schwarz karierte Hoch-
land liess die schroffen Schluchien erkenncn,
welche Kommunikation, Verkehr und Handel cr-
schweren und zum Bau teurer Kunstbauten
ewingen. Kurz vor der Landung bei Gondar
sicht man den Blauen Nil aus dem riesigen Ta-
nasee fliessen: die historisch und heute wegen
der Wasserkraftnutzung bedeutsame  Verbin-
dung zum Sudan und nach Aegypten.

Auf der Fahrt von der Landepiste in die ehe-
inalige Konigsstadt Gondar halten Bus und Ar-
meejeeps bei einem « Heimkehrer-Lager» an: ¢in
paar grosse schabige Baracken hinter Well-

blech- und Stacheldrahizaun, wacklig ausse-
" hende Wachiiirme, verschlossen blickende Ge-
stalten, vor allem jingere Minner, aber auch

* Vgl. NZZ Nr. 51,

EPLF-Kampferin erkidrt lachelnd, sie werde
diesen Herbst entlassen und kénne eine Ausbil-
dung an einem Lehrerseminar beginaen. Nach
RRC-Angaben werden fir die «Heimkchrern
Wohn- und Arbeitsplitze gesucht. Viele von ih-
nen kénnten nicht in ihre Dérfer zuriickkehren,
weil diese im Dilrregebiet lagen oder weil die
Region — dies dirfle var allem auf Tigre zutref-
fen — immer noch oder eracut unsicher sei.

Umisiedlung und Ansiedlung

Bleibend Unterkunft sollen viele Lagerinsas-
sen in-den zahlreichea neuen Siedlungsgebicten
finden, in denen die Regicrung riesige Staais-
Sarmgp gach g;rq Musigr der sowjetischen Sow-
chosen sowie Prudubtigrsgenasserschafien (Kolx
chosen) plant. Solche Neusiedlungen bestehen
fiur Dirreopfer aus der Provinz Wollo in Gebie-
ten, die an den Sudan grenzen; dorthin wurden

auch Arbeitslose, Beuler und Prostituierte trans- -

porticrt. Diese Auswahl der Siedler erinnert an
das Vorgehen Hanois in Siidvietnam nuach 1975.

Wic in Addis Abeba zu horen ist, haben die
zustindigen dthiopischen Stelien mit Neusied-
lungen in der Siidwest-Provinz JHluabor und im
Siden, in Arussi, Sidamo und Bale, schiechte
Erfahrungen gemacht. Sie scheinen aber aus po-
litischen und ideologischen Griinden nicht vom
cinmal gewithlien System abgehen zu wollen,
das thnen in bezug auf Sicherheit und Kontrolle
iiber die Neuangesiedelten vorteilhaft erscheint.
Anderseits fehlt jedoch auf den Staatsfarmen
und in den grossen Produktionsgenossenschaf-
ten der Anreiz zum persdnlichen Einsatz; die
Produkiivitar bleibt niedrig, weil versprochene
Maschinen ausbleiben oder gar nicht eingesetzt
werden konnen; und der Vorzug, welcher der
Arbeit auf dem kicinen Stick Privatland gege-
ben wird, verhindert den vollen Einsatz tim Kol-
lektiv.

Neue Taktik der Eritreer

In Eritrea, das sich seit bald zwunzig Jahren
im Aufstand und Guerillakrieg gegen die Zen-

rungsmitielkonvois. Ermiidung durch monate-
lange Untdtigkeit tritt von selbst cin. Eine mili-
tirische «Ldsung» scheint trotz der extremen
Zerstrittenheit der Eritreer untereinander nicht
ndhergerickt zu scin; ein politisches Arrange-
ment ist trolz vereinzelten Rauchsignalen nicht
in Sicht. '

Anhaltende Instabilitic

Ueberraschender als die Berichte aus Eritrea
sind die gut belegten Erzahlungen iiber immer
wigder pod.an vgrsgbiedencen Orten aufflak-
kernde Aufsidnde von Bauern gegen die Kollek-
tivierung, etwa in Arussi oder in Bulga Yar Te-
gules, etwa 150 Kilometer nordosdich von Ad-
dis Abeba. "Nur ctwa “drelssig Kilometer ndrd-"
lich der Hauptstadt lebt cine unbekannte Zahl
von Rebellen in ciner verzweigten Schluchs, die
schon wihrend der italienischen Besetzungszeit
cin nicht cinnehinbarer Schlupfwinkel war. Ein
Obersi der ehemaligen kaisctlichen Armee und
cinige aus dem Gefangnis geflohene Fallschirm-
offiziere und -solduten sollen den Kern einer
offenbar schlagkriftigen Gruppe bilden, die
letzten Frihling und zuletzt wieder im Januar
zwel grosse Operationen mit Luttwatteneinsaltz
der «revolutiondren Truppenn» erfolgreich ab-
schlugen. Was ihre Ziele sind und ob sie Kon-
tukte nach Eritrea oder zu der in den letzten
Monaten wieder aktiveren Befreiungsfront von
Tigre (TPLF) unterhalten, ist unbekannt.

Es ist keinesweps anzunehmen, dass all diese
zum Teil nur locker strukturierten Bewegungen
und Gruppen, zu denen in Suddarhiopien die
Westsomalische, die Abo- und die Oromo-Be-
(reiungsfront zu rechnen sind, in der Lage wi-
ren, das Militdrregime aus den Angeln zu he-
ben. Westliche Beobachter nehinen vielmehr an,
dass ein allgemeiner Aufstand gegen die ver-
hasste Regierung und ihre sozialistischen Waf-
lenbrider nur denkbar wire, wenn ein Armee-
teil das Signal dazu gibe. Unter den heute ton-
angebenden Militdrs sind jedoch keine glaub-
wirdigen Allernativen zu Mengistu oder Vor-
kampfer eines zivilen Regimes auszumachen.



Quelques reflexions sur
la conférence de Geneve

A TItasue de la conférence
irrernatiuriale sur I’Assistance
aux Rdfugiés d'Afrique qul
s'est tenue a Genéve les 9
et 10 avril scus l'égide de

I'ONU, de I'OUA et du Haut-

Commissariat des Nations
Unies pour les  Réfugiés
[H.C.R), la Communauté In-
terrationale a promis des
contributions s'élevant 3 560
millions de dollars U.S. Quel-
ques réfléxions s'imposent
sur cette confétence de  la
solidarité avec riotre cordinent.
Remarquons tout d'abord que
sur les 560 millions, les
Etats-Unis  contribuent pour
plus de la moiié de ce mon«
tant, avec 285 millions. Lla
CEE. avec 68 millions, Ja
R.F.A. avec 345 millions, le
Japon avec 33 millions’ et
I'’Arabie Saoudie avec 30
millions -suivent loln derri&re
les US.A. Pour évaluer cette
assistance,, comparons-la avec
dautres gestes récents en-
vers d'autres skuations. L'
' année derniére, une confé-
rence d'alde au Cambodge a

réuni 600 millions de dollars, -

soit un peu plus que . pour
les réfugiés d'Afrique. Il y a
en 1981, 5 millions de réfu-
giés en Afrique répartis sur
plus de 25 pays, Au mois de
mars de cette anrée, une
conférence d'aide économique
au Zimbdbwe avait enregistré
des promesses pour plus d'un
milliard de dollars.

Force est de constater que
la cause des réfugiés africains
n'est pas aussi mobilisatrice
qu'elle devrait I'étre. A Geneéve
de nombreux pays n'ont fait
que figurer tandis que d
auwires ne se sont méme pas
dérangés pour cbserver comme
ils lavaient. fait pour le
Cambodge et les Boat People
vietnamiens.

Les Africalns n'ont pas blen
compris I'absence, Inexpliquée
jusqu'icl des représertants
des pays soclalistes européeris
4 l'exception de la Yougosla-

GRJEL Ug Culliniciiebies auon-
dains de la part des Occiden-
faux... ‘

une &utre réflexicii fous a
éte inspiree par 1 ineiventioi
4 ucueve AU mhsUe Ge 1A
Juszice au Burundi, ivi. Laureiic
jNzeyimana, Lorsqu’on  aocrde
e chapiire de ia
répartition des tonds
- <MIS & 1g Lonterence et de
1ugon generaie, & probieine
e ta_feparaduin des  aldes
z;u,; Pays qui gecueillers  1es
....wgléé un twi souvent iente
ut S Mmuiarer pius généreux
pour les cas durgence. On
verra pius racilement le cas
uss refugies recerngs du Tchag
cu de J'Ogaden que ceux plus
anciens venus de Namipie en
Angola.  Si le Burundi qui
compte plus de 200.000 rétyu-
giés ne regoit du H.C.R que
6 .dollars par ar et par réfugie,
c'est pyrce que la communay:
t¢ internationale oublie ek
rétugiés anciens parce qu'il
y a de pius récents qui Susci-
ert plus d'émotion, .

En réalité, le probleme des
réfugiés’ doit s'apprécier a
moyen et a long terme, parce
qgue le réfugié doit &tre aidé
a survivre mais il faut surtout
l'aider a o'installer et & re-
trouver une vie normale. C'est
ainsi que Je véritaple probléme
esc celui de la pressiori des
réfugiés sur la population d'
accueil, sur son économie et
500 espace vital.

Un pays ccmmie le Cameroun
cu le Soudan qui ont accueilli
récemmerx lew victimes des
guerress civiies de ieur région

respective comisent sur de

larges cicnducs Ge  terre®
culiivables pour itsstalier leurs
réfugiés. lls semiiront moing
leur peids qu'un pays cemme
le Bururdi qui doi absorber
200.000 personnes  sur un
territcira réduit, dec infrastrue
ctures sccialew a la cimension
de ses moyens et une orge-
risaiion sccio-éconcmique  bae
sée sur le cravaill de iy terre.

HJUAN

(Suite de la page 9)

On oublie souvent que les
réfugiés représentent plus de
6 % de la population totale
de ce pays, Celui-ci, malgré
des efforts louzbles et une
part du budget social [Educa-
tion, Santé, Promotion sociale)
qui représente prés de 50 %
du budget de I'Etat, scolarise
moins de 30 % des enfants
scolarisables, compte 1 méde-
cin pour 34.000° habitants et
urs infirmier pour 16.000 ha-
bitants. Le réfugié constitue
pour ce secteur une charge
de plus en plus lourde, siens
parler des effets daps le do-
maine de ['emploi.

'y a généralemert wune

Bukavu - 2.5.81

tendance dans la communauté
internationale  que l'on ne
pense pas & ceux qui he
crient pas assez for:. L'Africain
a souvent terdance 2 aider
son frére dans la discrétion,
et plus on est accueillant en-
vers |'éranger blus oty attire
les malheureux, A ce propos,
ne peut-on pas étre légitime-
ment fier que les ressortis-
sants deis pays voisins n’ayant
pas le statut de réfugiés et
r'ayant adcune rajson de s'en
réclamer, aiment bien venir
chercher un emploi dans notre
pays pour y vivre ?
COME MIKAZA
RENOUVEAU BUJUM-
BURA
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Africa wants a billion dollars of aid
at once to deal with the continent's vast and
growing refugee cricie. ALASTAIR MATHESON explaine

the Magnitude of the procblem.

AFRICA’S FORGOTTEN FIVE MILLION

Tesfaye Berhan, Viector Ndhlovu end Nésabe Kataranze come from
countries thousends of miles apart, but the three have one thing in common.
They are &ll African refugees in strenge lande, with little prospect of
returning to their homes in the foresecesble future.

Tesfaye is an Eritrean now sheltering in a tent at Wad E1l Hileiwu
reception centre near Sudan's border with Fthiopia. Victor is & South African
refugee from Capetown, trying to live off the land for the first time in
his life near Tebora in Tanzania. Ndsabe also lives in Tanzenia, after escaping
fror a bloody trital messacre in neighbouring Burundi almost 10 years ago.

I met theﬁ, end hundreds more, during two weeks of travelling through
settlements and staging posts for African refugees being looked after by the
United Nations High Commission for Refugees as part of a massive 6peration
throughout Africa, a continent that now holds half the world's refugee pepulation.

African Governments hosting & total of five million homeless complain
that they find it hard encugh to feed their own people, many of whom are in
conditions little better than the refugees. They cannot &fford to feed these
extra mouths and are beginning to ask why the refugee problem cannot be
the responsibility of all bumenity, especially those who can better afford

the cost.
(SEE Refugees 2......



The Sudan, probably the most hospitable of all, is rightly proud
of its long tradition of sheltering strangers — one that grew out of its
geographical position as a bridge between West Africa and the Muslim holy
city of Mecca, which all Muslims try to visit once in their lifetime.

Over the past decade or so four of its eight neighbours have expérienced
such violent upheavals that tens of thousands of people have fled into the
Sudan. None have been turned away, although Sudan's refugee population is
now over half-a-million - and still rising.

Many African leaders, including Presicdent Gaafar Numeiri of the Sudan,
have asked why it is that the world has shown more concern for Asian refugees,
and that the boat people from Vietnam, for example, have generated far more
publicity than the desperate plight of the Somali refuéees, crammed into
shanty towns in the scorching desert wich only a few drops of water.

The Organisation of African Unity is well aware of the difficulty of
presenting the case for the African refugee, and its Assistant Secretary-
General, Dr Peter Onu, charged with handlihg the crisis, points to the
discrepancy whereby only $22 a yearris spent on each African, compared to
$50 a year for refugees in other continents, including Asia.

He complains that the present level of assistance to African refugees
is only enough to save them from starvation. There is not enough to help them
back to a normal life.

One problem is that so many of the refugees in Africa are 'forgotten
people,' the victims of old tribal and political upheavals.

To the .outside world, these long-gone events in a rapidly-changing
continent\ggve been overtaken by much more immediate crises. The whole African
scene isono complicated for the public of potential donor nations to grasp
without long and detailed study.

Only when a bloody coup takes place, or a well-publiciéed famine occurs,

does the world sit up for a moment and take notice.

(SEE Refugees 3......



LOS - Refupees 3

Cynical Africans say that Europe and North America react more
genercusly tc the plight of Asiens becamuse 'they are not so black as us', and
easier to identify with than semi-neked tribesmen in rags or in outlandish
garb.

As if the five million refugees were not enough to cope with, there are
many millions more in Africa who are either 'displaced persons' or MSAs
('most seriously affected persons'). They have not crossed internetiomel
frontiers but have been uprooted from their homes by hostilities, drought
or pestilence,

They live in relief camps &snd settlements but without land on which
to grow their food, making thex totelly dependent on others.

Thet number could increase enormously as predicted droughts and famines
spread over the continent this decade. That problem is likely to become so
steggering that there is a danger of the world community throwing up its
hends in despzir.

That is why the countries of the world have been invited to Geneva next
week (9 and 10 April) to respond to Africa's call for help, especially
for those countries which, single-handed, are bearing the burden of feeding
strengers for y€ars on end, with scant resources.

If & billion dollars of aid is not forthcoming, then the present
meagre assistance will have to be cut. lest the nationals of the heost
countries are reduced to the plight of the refugees in their midst.

For those who cannot comprehend the megnitude of the African refugee
problem, tiny Djitouti reflects the situation on a small scele. The
42,000 refugees in this Red Sea republic bordering Ethiopia and Scmalia already
constitute 12 per cent of the popwlation, not counting many more who‘are
not registered.

In this arid land, with its blistering heat, water is sc scerce that
children in the refugee settlements get only a cupful of water & day.

Adults get a cupful only every secornd daey. COPYRIGHT - LONDON OBSETRVER SERVICE.

EXD
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«Happy-end» a la conférence sur les réfuqgiés d’Afrique

{De notre envoyéé permanente & Genéve)

Mal commencée, la con-
férence intesxnationale sur
l'assistance aux réfugieés
d’Afrique s’est bien termi-
née et le Haut commissai-
1e pour les réfugiés a pu
qualifier les rérultats obte-
nus de «trés satisfaisants».
Ea deux jours, les partici-
pants vernus de plus de
septante pays ont annon-
cé des contributions s'éle-
vant a 560.000.000 dollars.

C'est aux Etats-Unis, avec un
don de 285 millions de dollars, &
la Communauté européenne,
68 millions a la R.F.A., 34 mil-
lions au Japon, 33 millions &
I'Arabie saoudite, 30 millions
que revient le mérite des plus
substantiels versements. Le dé-
légué de la Chine a annoncé
un don d'un million de dollars
mais a déploré la modicité de la

somme offerte par son «pays
socialiste et en développe-
ment», non sans avoir préala-
blement condcmné «l'impéria-
lisme et 'hégémonier et souli- .
gné qu'outre de secours maté-
riels, l'Afrique a besoin que .
soient extraites les racines du
mal, «le rccisme et |'ingérance
étrangere».

Vendredi, second jour de la
conférence, convoquee et prési-
dee par M. K. Waldheim, le
secrétaire général de 1'O.N.U.
d la demande de I'0O.U.A. (Or-
ganisation de 1'Unité africaine)
et du H.C.R. (Haut commissa-
riat pour les réfugiés), les déleé-
gués des pays crabes, sauf la
Libye, ont participé aux tra-
vaux aprés que le représentant
du Soudan ait lu une déclara-
tion en leur nom, déplorant en
termes modérés la présence
d'Israél. Pour rendre la polites-

Aide internationle

La Libre Belgique

se, le délégué d'Israél a renon-
cé d prononcer son discours, se
contentant de faire savoir qu'il

. communiquerait par écrit le

montant du don de son pays.

Ainsi a pris tin l'incident qui
avait opposé non seulement les
Arabes entre eux, mais les avait
qussi oppose, les plus extrémis-
tes, a la plupart des pays noirs
d'Afrique. Seul la Libye a donc
boudé la réunion jusqu’au bout.
Le porte-parole de son ministé-

re des Affaires étrangeres, de- .

venu «bureau populaire», a
réuni la presse pour lui expri-
mer son indignation de voir
siéger @ la conférence le pays
«responsable du plus important
probléeme de réfugiés du mon-
de» mais, s'agissant de répon-
dre & une question au sujet des
réfugiés tchadiens fuyant l'in-
vasion de leur pays par les

" armées libyennes, le porte-pa-

Le Soir

aux réfugiés en Afrique

DE NOTRE CORRESPONDANT PARTICULIER

Geneéve, 13 avril.

La conférence internationale sur

Passistance aux réfugiés en Afri-
que s’est achevée sur_un_succes.
Des contributions pour un montant
de 560 millions de ‘dollars ont été
annoncées par 45 des pays par-
ticipants. Cette somme considéra-
ble permetira de faire face aux
besoins prioritaires des 5 millions
de réfugiés africains au cours des
18 prochains mois.

A dire vrai on ne s’attendait
généralement pas dans les milieux
diplomatiques a ce qu’yne généro-
sité semblable se soit -manifestée,
et les services dyu Haut Commisa-
riat des Nations Unies etx-mémes
avaient pensé récolter 300 a 350
millions au plus. La. Belgique, par
lintermédiaire du ministre des Af-
faires étrangéres a assuré une
participation de l'ordre de 2,5 mil-
lions de dollars auxquels s’ajoutent
l'appui financier apporté par le ca-~
nal de la Communauté européenne.
Ansi le pays se place proportion-
nellement. parlant parmi les dona-
terus généreux. Les Etats-Unis ont
promis 285 millions de dollars qui
seront versés selon des. critéres

urement humanitaires sans aucu-
ne réserve d'ordre politique,.

La réussite a aussi été totale

@uant 4 la sensibilisation de T'opi-
.nion moidiale; On saitmzimtenant
guwun réfugié sur deux est africain
et que les problémes rencontrés
par le continent noir sont d'une

extréme importance.

Seule ombre au tableau, il sém-

13/4/81

role a indiqué que IJLib¥3 jous
au Tchad un role pacificateur,

La conférence terminée — et
bien terminée — laisse pourtant

en suspewms—un important
probleme : M. Waldheim d in-

diqué aux journalistes que si
66,9 millions seront consacrés
cqux programmes d'assistance
de YON.U. et du CIC.CR,
41,1 seront versés dans le cadre
de l'assistance bilatérale, le
gros des contributions, s0it451,9
millions ne seront répartis
qu'ultérieurement. Or il appre-
nait que pays donateurs et bé-
néficiaires ne peuvent se mettre
d'accord sur linstitution @ la-
quelle devrait revenir la charge
de gérer cette somme, de nom-
breux pays arabes entendant
qu'elle soit remise a 'O.U.A.,
tandis que les Occidentaux pré-
ferent la contier au H.C.R. et au
C.ICRHR
Nicolette FRANK.

14/4/81

ble ‘que leg Etats africains n’aient

pas obtenu satisfaction quant a
leur souci de mettre en place une
certaine infrastructure et d’assurer
un suivi & la réunion leur garan-
tissant non seulement la réalité des
promesses de Genéve mais encore
que le probléme dans son ensemble
resterait 'une des priorités de la

communauté mondiale.

Le représentant des Etats afri-
! de la réunion ' du
Palais. des Nations comme d’une
premiére étape en appelant d’au-
tres et souhaitant que des révisions
et des contrbles réguliers soient
opérés. L'exigence a €té mal re-
Cue-dans la4 mesure ol elle appa-
raissait comme mettant en cause
la bonne foi des contributeurs et
I'on a.senti & ce propos une di-
vergence évidente entre les parti-

cains a parl

cipants.

Cette note fipale discordante ne
peut toutefois ‘altérer le résultat
porter atteinte

financier obtenu ni
au succes global.

LAURENT MOSSU.



»Wer méchte

UN-Fliichtlingsorganisation

Afrika-Konferenz
ein Erfolg

Genf (dpa), - Die zweitigige interna
tionale Konferenz zur Hilfe fur Flucht
linge in Afrika ist ein ,grofler Erfolg*
Dieses Fazit zog am Freitag kurz vor
Konferenzschluf in Genf ein Sprecher
der UN-Fluchtlingsorganisation.

Das Treffen habe zwei Ziele gehabt,
sagte der Sprecher: Das Weltgewissen
auf die Fliichtlingsnot in Afrika hinzu-,
weisen und gleichzeitig ,,soviel Geld wie
moglich* zur Linderung dieser Not zu-
sammenzubringen. Beide Aktionen sei-
en erfolgreich gewesen.

Von rund 25 Lindern und der EG als
Gemeinschaft lagen nach Angaben der
Fluchtlingsorganisation bis Freitag
nachmittag finanzielle Zusagen im Ge-
samtwert von knapp 528 Millionen Do)-

noch helfen?"

lar vor. Schatglingsweise 30 bis 40 Pro-
zent dieses Bebrags sind Hilfeleistungen,
zu denen sich die Geberlinder zusitz-
lich zu bereits eingegangenen Verpflich-
tungen aufgrund des Hilfeappells anlafi-
lich der Genfer Konferenz bereiterklir-
ten. So sagte der Vertreter der EG am
Freitag einen Betrag von 68 Millionen
Dollar im laufenden Jahr als Gemein-
schaftshilfe . fiir die Afrika-Fliichtlinge
zu, wovon rund 35 Millionen Dollar als
neue zusitzliche Unterstiitzung gelten.
‘Dieser Gemeinschaftsbetrag wird unab-
hangig von det Hilfe gegeben, die die

ei elnep,QG;'Lénder leisten.
aDis‘ ge s Bilanz des teilweise ver-
R¢ N Zaﬂlenspiels 1463t sich nach
w von Experten der Fliichtlings-
nightion erst nach der Konferenz
ziehen. Aber schon vor ihrem Ende au-
. Bewtan: sie. die Uberzeugung, daB das
dri che Afrika-Hilfeprogramm fir die
nachsten;eineinhalb bis zwei Jahre mit
einerrv Badarf von rund 500 Millionen
1gPOlAr,A1% voll gesichert gelten kann.

Luxemburger Wort

11/4/81
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A la suite de I'accord signé en
décembre 1979 & lissue de la
Conférence de Lancaster House
(Londres), le Gouvernemerit du
Royaume-Uni a demandé au
HCR d’assurer la coordination
génerale des efforts internatio-
naux destinés a faciliter le rapa-
triement des réfugiés zimbab-
wéens. - ‘ .

Dans la premiére phase de I'o-
pération, qui avait pour but de
.rapatrier les réfugiés avant les
él"~tions prévues pour la fin fé-
V. 1980, plus de 33.000 réfu-
giés — dont 182.000 venus de
Botswana, 11.000 du Mozambi-
que et plus de 4.000 de Zambie
— ont regagné leur pays sous
les auspices du HCR. D'autres
sont rentrés par leurs propres
moyens. Un réseau de centres
de transit a été établi avec l'aide
financiére du HCR pour.assurer
temporairement aux rapatriés
hébergement et assistance. Les

opérations’ ont repris apras I'in-
dépendance du Zimbabwe et, &
la mi-octobre 1980, un total de
69:000 personnes avaient été ra-
patriées avec Faide du HCR. Le
;.apatriementf a maintenant pris
in, :

A la suite dé la mission Inter-
institutions qui s’est rendue au
Zimbabwe en avril 1980, le Haut
Commissaire a adressé un appel
a4 la communauté internationale
pour financer un programme
d’assistance d’'un montant de
110 millions de dollars, éche-
lonné sur une période de 12
mois. En outre, les besoins ali-

8 mentaires ont été estimés a
L 113.000 tonnes métriques. Le

programme, dont la coordination

“est assurée par le HCR, com-

prend le transport des rapatriés
et des personnes déplacées dans
leurs foyers et la fourniture
d'une aide pour réparer, recons-
truire et rééquiper leurs habita-
tions; une aide agricole (se-
mences, outils et engrais) et un
programme de formation com-
pléte destiné aux agriculteurs.
Une assistance sera également
fournie pour remettre en état les
réseaux d’alimentation en eau
endommagés et pour réparer les
routes et les ponts dans les ré-
gions rurales. Le programme
prévoit également la réparation
et la remise en état des services
collectifs, en particulier des dis-
pensaires ruraux et des écoles
primaires, la livraison du maté-
riel et des fournitures voulus et
la formation de personnel. Des
équipements et installations spé-
cialisés seront créés pour les
handicapés, les orphelins et les
personnes &gées.

Afrika-Hiichtlingskonferenz

Cl'fO]gl‘ eiCh Luxemburger Wort 13/ 4/ 81

Ostblock-Linder blieben fern

Genf (dpa). - Auf der internationalen
Genfer Konferenz zur Hilfe fur die fast
funf Millionen Fliichtlinge in Afrika sind
finanzielle Zusagen in Hoéhe von 560
Millionen Dollar gemacht worden. Da-
mit sind die Mittel fir ein Hilfspro-
gramm zur Linderung der dringendsten
Fluchtlingsnot auf dem schwarzen Kon-
tinent in den nachsten anderthalb bis
zwel Jahren vorhanden, das vor der
Konferenz noch in Frage stand.

Etwa 40 Prozent des Gesamtbetrages
sind neue Zusagen, zusitzlich zu schon
vorher versprochenen Zahlungen der
Geberlander, unter denen die USA mit
285 Millionen Dollar, die Bundesrepu-
blik mit 34,5, Japan mit 33 und Saudi-

Arabien mit 30 Millionen Dollar an der °

Spitze stehen.

UN-Generalsekretir Kurt Waldheim
aullerte sich am Schluf3 der zweitdgigen
Konferenz am Freitag abend zufrieden
und erleichtert, da3 die dringlichsten
Bediirfnisse der Afrika-Fliichtlinge be-
friedigt werden kénnten. Es sei auch

fiir eine Hilfe auf weite Sicht zu
sichern‘.

In seiner ,Botschaft der Hoffnung* an
die Delegierten von fast 100 Nationen
meinte Waldheim: ,Den Flichtlingen
konnen wir jetzt sagen: Die- Welt weil3
um Euer Elend. Wir stehen bereit, Euch
zu helfen. Ihr werdet nicht im Stich
gelassen werden.‘

Der UN-Generalsekretar unterstrich
den rein humanitiaren Charakter der
Konferenz. Natiirlich kénne das Fliicht-
lingsproblem in Afrika nicht ohne Un-
tersuchung seiner politischen und wirt-
schaftlichen Griinde dauerhaft geldst
werden.

Knapp 100 von 131 eingeladenen Staa-
ten hatten an der Konferenz am europai-
schen UN-Sitz in Genf teilgenommen.
Abwesend waren die Sowjetunion und

- ihre osteuropiaischen Verbiindeten. Das’

Treffen wurde .von Boykottaktionen
mehrerer arabischer Linder wegen der
Teilnahme Israels iiberschattet. Aufler
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HCR

“125 milliards de F CFA nécessaires
pour les réfugiés africain$ ”

125 milliards de FCFA
seront nécessaires pour fai-
re -face au probléeme des
réfugiés africains au cours
des prochains 18 mois, a
déclaré hier a la presse @
Genave M, Dale de Haan,
haut commissaire adjoint
des Nations Unies pour les
réfugiés (H.C.R.)

Le probléeme des réfugiés,
dont devra débattre la con-
férence de Genéve des 9et
10 avril, a pris une nouvelle
acuité avec notamment la
situation créée par les évé-
nements du Tchad, a noté
M. de Haan.

Le haut commissaire
adjoint a souligng laide
globaie aux réfugiés afri-
cains qui atteignent cing
millions, a été estimée par
les diverg pays affectés a
un milliard 300 millions de
dollars pour les deuxacing
prochaines années, soit qua-
tre fois et dem! le budget
prévu par le H.C.R. pour
1981. " '

M. de Haap Indique que

131 gouvernements avaient
été invités a la conférence
de Genéve convoquée par
les Nations Unies en coopé
ration avec |'Organisation
de I'Unité Africaine et le
H.C.R, 10 pays seront re-
présentés par le chef de
leur diplomatie et cinq par
leurs  vice-ministres des
Affaires étrangéres.

Plusieurs  missions du
HC.R. ont été envoyées
dans les différenteg parties
du monde pour sensibiliser
les gouvernements au pro-
bleme des réfugiés africains
qui représentent la moitié
de la population mondiale
des réfugiés.

Par ailleurs les autorités
nigérianes ont accueilli fa-
vorablement mercredi a Le-
gos ‘la démarche entamée
par le Haut Commissariat
des Nations Unies pour les
Réfugiés (UNHCR) pour éta-
blir une antenne de ['orga-
nisation internationale dans
la capitale nigériane.

Le vice-président du Nigé-
ria, le Dr Alex Ekwueme, a
fait connaitre la positiondu
gouvernement fédéral alors
qu'il  recevait dans la jour-
née une délégation de
I'UNHCR, dirigée par M. M.
L. Zollmer, directeur d'assis-
tance auprés de !'organis-
me des Nations Unies. Le
Dr Ekwueme, selon un com-
muniqué officiel, a demandé
a cette occasion a ce que
le Nigéria bénéficie d'une
aide matérielle et financiére
pour que le pays puisse
faire face au probléme des
réfugiés tchadiens Installés
dans le nord-est de la fédé-
ratlon.

Le Nigéria a consacré a ce .

jour enviren 1.500.000.000° de
frs CFA aux réfugiés tcha-
diens et il a recu du UNHR,
250.000.000 de Frs.

M. Zollener, de son coté,
a déclaré que son organisa-
tion avait recensé en 1980
au Nigéria des réfugiés pro-
venant de dix sept pays
différents et qu'en s'instal-
lant définitivement & Lagos,
les autorités nigérianes bé-
néficieraient de !'assistance

‘technique nécessaire de

I'UNHCR. (AFP)
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La situation des refugiés en Angola esi critique

L’ int ensification des
raids menés par les for-
ces sud-africaines en
territoire angolais et le
flux croissant de réfugiés
namibiens dont plusieurs
milliers de femmes et
d’enfants, vont conduire
le gouvernement de
Luanda, déja conformé a
de sérieux problémes
économiques, a de «nou-
veaux sacrifices» pour ac-
croitre l'assistance a
quelque 73.000 réfugiés
actuellement dénombrés
en Angola et a plusieurs
centaines de milliers de
personnes déplacées.

De plus, depuis l'indé-
pendance en 1975, 1'An.-
gola doit faire face non
seulement & une situa-
tion de guerre civile pro-
voquée par ceux que le
gou.ernement de Luan-
da ppelie les «fantéd.
che;» de 'UNITA de Jo-
nasz Savimbi, &4 une ca-
rence de personnel qua-
liié dans de nombreux
secteurs de l'économie,
mais aussi aux difficultés
nées du rapatriement de
dizaines de milliers d’An-
golais rentrant du Zaire.

A Luanda, on estime
que le retour des Ango-
lais du Zaire se poursuit
a un rythme de 50.000
par an. La nécessité de
réintégrer ces arrivants
impose, indique-t-on, une
lourde charge supplé-
mentaire & l'économie
angolaise. Dés juin 1979
une premiére somme de
deux millions de dollars
a dua étre dégagée au ti-
tre d'un programme des
Nations Unies afin de ré-
pondre aux besoins im-
médiats d'un premier
groupe de 5.000 Angolais
venant du Zaire,

A T'occasion de la pro-

chaine conférence de
Genéve des 9 et 10 avril
sur les réfugiés en Afri-
que (ICARA) la deman-
de gouvernementale
d’assistance supplémen-
taire pour les rapatriés
va Se monter & des cen-
taines de millions de dol-

lars.
En revanche le haut
commissariat des Na-

tions Unies pour les ré-
fugiés (HCR) a réalisé
une opération de rapa-
triement volontaire, dés
juin 1978, de dizaines de
milliers de Zairois, aprés
la promulgation par le
président Mobutu d'un
décret d’amnistie a I'in-
tention des Zairois exi-
16s. Au début de 1978, le
nombre des réfugiés zai-
rois dépassait les 220.080.
En janvier dernier i] res-
tait seulement quelque
18.000 Zairois en Ango.
la, pour la plupart re-
groupés dans des campe-
ments situés dans les
provinces orientales du
pays (lundaec et moxi-
co} .

Le montant qui sera
soumis a 'ICARA pour
ces réfugiés =zairois est
de l'ordre de 725.000 dol-
lars qui doivent couvrir
des dépenses concernant
I'installation de systémes
d’approvisionnement en
eau et des infrastructu-
res diverses (dispensai-
res, écoles, etc ..)

Dans le méme temps,
I'assistance du HCR aux
Namibiens en Angola 4
du étre notablement aug-
menté. En effet, a partir
de 1978, les Namibiens
ont franchi la frontiere
en grand nombre. Les in-
cursions des troupes de
I'Afrique du Sud et le
transfert de camps de

réfugiés des provinces du
sud vers la région cen-
‘rale de Kwanza Sul,
pour des raisons de sé-
curité. -oat
amené le HCR 34 accroi-
tre son assistance. Selon
les derniers chiffres offi-
ciels, les réfugiés nami-
biens sont au nombre de
50.000.

De plus 5.000 réfugiés
sud-africains vivent a
Luanda et dans la pro-
vince cotiére de Bengulta
au sud-ouest du pays.

Quelque 10 millions de
dollars ont déja été al-
loués aux Namibiens et
aux Sud-africains en An-
gola. Environ 20 millions
de dollars seraient ac-
tuellement nécessaires
pour l'assistanc a des ré-
fugiés (articles de pre-
miére nécessité, médica-
ments, ambulances etc...)
selon des estimations of-
ficielles.

Une assistance supplé-
mentaire proposée par

également .

la  SWAPO (Organisa-
tion du Peuple du sud-
ouest africain) en faveur
des réfugiés namibiens
est dest'née a les aider a
atteindre un degré d’au-
tonomie plus grand et a
répondre aux besoing im-
médiats des nouveaux
venus dont le nombre va
dans les prochaines se-
maines nettement aug-
menter, aprés 'échec de
la récente conférence sur
la Namibie.

Le gouvernement an-
golais g également pro-
posé l'octroi-d’une nou-
velle aide aux réfugiés
sud-africaing qui, selon
les autorités, arrivent
fréquemment en Angola,

Malgré toutes les me-
sures prises par le HCR
et d’autres organisations
la situation des réfugiés
en Angola reste critique.
En 1980 le HCR a dépen-
sé environ 4,8 millions
de dollars en Angola.

(AFP)
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Demain a Geneve

De l'aide aux réfugiés

Une conférence interna-
tionala sur les réfugiés se
tiendra demain et vendre-
di a Genéve ; elle =ssaiera
d'obtenir des pays dona-
teurs habituels une contri-
bution de 1300 millivns
de dollars (325 milliards
F CFA) a répartir sur cing
ans 2n aide immédiate et
an assistance & plus long
terme.

tn réfugié sur deux
dans le monde est aujour-
d'hui africain.

Auincmbre de 750 000 il
v a dix ans, les =xilés afri-
cains contraints de quit-
ter leur terre natale sont
avjourdhui au nombre de
cing millions.

Le budget 1981 du Haut-

Commissariat d= "'ONU -

pour les réfugiés (HCR) a
d0 étre révisé en hausse,
car il sz révélait pres de
cina fois inférieur aux
crédits  estimés  néces-
saires, ne serait-ce que
pour couvrir les besoins
de la Somaliz qui, a elle
seule, abrite un million

=t demi de refugiés venus
d’Ethiopie.

Dans un premizr temps,
ia conférence, ccnvoquée
a l'initiative des Nations
Unies awvcc la coopération
du HCR ct de I'Organisa-
tion de ['Unitd Africaine,
Qui- a racensé les besois
des pays d‘Asile, tentera
da réunir 550 millions de
dollars pour unz aide d’ur-
gence aux refugiés, afin
de couvrir les 18 mois a
venir.

Les tdches d’assistance
a I'Afrique sont de multi-
ple naturs, allant du rapa-
triement des réfugiés aux
projets d’assistance ali-
mentaire. d’auto-suffisan-
ce et d'infrastructure.

La conférence de Ge-
néve, a laquelle ont été in-
vités 131 qouvstiements,
a pour mandat, outre la
collecte de fonds et '=an-
aacement financier a plus
lona terme des pavs con-
tributeurs. de - sensibiliser
I‘on‘nion mcndiale au pro-
bleme des réfugiés afri-

cains. .

Plusieurs missions du
HCR ont parcouru le mon-
de pour attirer l'attention
sur |'avenir des réfugiés
africains, avec un succés
inggal.

C’est ainsi que les Etats-
Unis, selon le HCR, conti-
nuent de témoigner un in-
térét « tres actif » pour
ce probléme, alors que
jusqu’a  présent aucun
pays du bloc socialist2 n‘a
indiqué s’il prendrait part
a la conférence de Geneve.

(AFP)
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Rapport du HCR sur les réfugiés en Afrique

La conférence sur I'aide
aux rétugiés en Afrique
s'ouvre aujourd’hui & Ge-
néve, an Suisse. A la veille
de cette réunion interna-
tionale, le Haut Commis-
sariat des Nations Unies
pour les Réfugiés (HCR)

a publié hier des statis-
tiques sur Iz nombre de
réfugiés en Afrique. Selcn
ces statistiques, la Soma-
lie compte 1.540.000 réfu-
giés sur les quelques cing
millions  recensés dans
l'ensemble de I'Afrique.

Ces réfugiés installés
dans une trentaine de
camps  viennent tous
d’Ethiopie, 3 la suite du
conflit  de I'Ogaden. |ls
sont d’origine  somalien-
ne & 60 pour cant et d’ori-

ne Orcmo & 40 pour
cent.

Le Soudan lui-méme
compte 490.000 réfugiés
dont 390.000 viennent

aussi d’Ethiopie, le reste

LA NOUVEL

ayant fui ['‘Ouganda, le
Tchad 2t le Zaire.
Le HC.R. avait mis sur

pied un programme d‘as-
sistance d’'un  montant de
10.450.000.000 de F CFA
pour 1981, afin d'aider los
réfugiés des camps soma-
liens estimés initialement
a 900.000. L'arrivé= conti-
nue de nhouveaux réfugiés a
contraint I H.C.R. 3 revi-
ser son budget en hausse
et a prévoir 8.270.000
dollars ‘additionnels pour
un2 assistance immeédiate.

On dénombre d'autre
part 400.000 réfugiés au
Zaire, dont 215.000 vien-
nant d’Angola, le reste sz
répartissant ent-e réfugiés

I MARCHE: 12.4.81

Fin de la conférence sur
les réfugiés en Afrique

La conférence interna-
tionale d'assistance aux ré-
fugiés en Afrique a pris fin
vendredi a2 Genéve. En clé-
turant la réunion, M. Kurt
Waldheim, secrétaire géné-
ral de 'ONU a déclaré que

560 millions de dollars (140

millards de FCFA) avaient
été recueillis pour leur ve-
nir en aide. M. Waldheim a
réparti ainsi les différentes
aides, 66,9 millions de dol-
lars {16 milliards de F CFA)
reviendraient aux program-
mes de I'ONU et du comité

international de la Croix
Rouge, 41,1 millions (10
milliards FCFA) seraient

des indications d'assistance
bilatérales tandis que 4519
millions resteraient encore
& répartir. Les pays africains.
ont souhaité que ces 451
millions de dollars passent
de préférence par linterme-
diaire de I'OUA.

Parmi les plus importan-
tes contributions .annoncés,
figure en premier celle des
Etats-Unis (285 millions de
dollars sur deux ans), celle
du Japon (33 millicns), de
la. RFA (34 millions), de
I'Arabie Saoudite (30 mil-
lions), de la Communauté
Européenne [68 millio ns).

du Burundi, du Rwanda et
de I'Ouganda.

L'Afflux de Tchadiens
au Cameroun a porté la
pcpulation réfugiée dans
ce pays a 256.000 ot l'on
en recense 110.000 au Ni-
géria. Le Burundi compie
lui-méme 235 390 réfugiés
essentiellament du Rwan-
da. La conférence sur les
réfugiés africains, organi-
sée par fes Mations Unies en
collaboraticn  avec I'orga-
nisation cdz 'Unité Afri-
caine at'le H.C.R. devra se
prononcer sur un budget
d’assistance de l'ordre de
1 milliard 300 millions de
doilars les cing prochaines
années.

Le H.C.R. estime & 550
millions de dollars les
fonds nécessairas pour les
prcchains 18 mois. La-
« Corne de [I'Afrique »,
comme en témoignant les
statistiques du H.C.R. de-
vrait recevoir la priorité
ders cette aide humani-
taire @ court terme. (AFP)



Geneva meet to weigh human
lragedy in Afrlca

UN-sponsored conference will deal with 5 million persons
who have sought escape from famine or war or natural calamity

GENEVA, Switzerland (AP) -
For two days late next week,
high-level delegations
representing perhaps 100 coun-
tries will convene at an immen-
se, marble-pillared assembly
hall here to address the human
tragedy in Africa.

Subject of the proceedings
will be five million persons
who have sought refuge from
famine or war or natural
calamity. Their  numbers
represent a fivefold increase
since 1975.

The United Nations high
commissioner for refugees,
which is sponsoring the Gene-
va conference with the organ-
ization for African unity,

The Daily imerican, Home

figures that as many as half

of the word’s refugees
are in Africa.
“The situation continues

to deteriorate and help is
needed urgently”, said Dale
De Haan, a ranking UNHCR
official.

The ministerial-level confer-
ence -- which opens Aprnl 9,
and is certain to evoke the
meeting in July 1979 at which
190 million dollars was raised
for Indochinese boat people --
is intended to encourage and

4.4.81

YCKOPO KOH®EPEHIINJA YH 3A
NOMOR A©PUYKHUM M3BJETTHLIAMA

Haxaa 3a ner MHJIMOHA

Jby M

BEOIPA/, 3. AMPHNA — Wima ux ner MMW/IHOHS, Be-
hHHOM KeHa U gjeue, YecTo BONBCHHUX M HIrNBRHBNNX.
Adpmuxe nabjernmue unHe 4aHac NOAOBHHY YKyTIHOM Gpo-

ja nsGjermiua y canjery.

HO nosehare ruxosor 6poja oa 1975. roan-
He [10 [1AHEC M H3YSETHO TEXAEK NOMOXKE] Y KOME Ce Hana-
38 NOKPOHYNM Cy HU3 axuMja YH 38 nomoh yrpoXxeHuma.
Ca oBHM unnem oapxahe ce y Keneau oa 9— 10. anpu-
ns ¥ “'mepoaHa kondepetunjia o nomohu usbjernmua-

Ma )
ose

JPMUM U TO. he GUTH NPBH BENWKM CBJETCKM Kyn

Kou¢epeuuuja je cassaHe Pesosyunjom enepante

CKynWTHHE YH H3 NpOLINe roAMHe, 8 HeHM HenoCpeaHu
uMeBM Cy, KaKo [ 00jacHMO reHepaniu cexperap YH
Kypr Banaxajm, crsenehn: aAa ce ycMjepu naxiba cejer-
CK6 JaBHOCTH Ha NaTibe # NoTpede usbjernuua y Adpuun,
A8 MOOWMMWe [OASTHE PEcypCe 38 NPOTrPamMe NPYXatba
nOMOMH W A8 NOMOTHE 3eM/BaMa KOje NPYIaly yTouMwTe
usbjernuuama W ojaua rbMXOBY CNOCOBHOCT Ra pujews
TOWKOM® C8 KOjMME CO CyouaBajy NO OBOM NMTatby.

Oslotur jend

2, Yvugoslavia.

accept pledges for millions of
dollars for African refugee rel-
ief, and for development prog-
rams in countries of asylum.

Governments of 30 African
countries have sumbitted re-
quests amounting to $494.5
million in aid to refugees, and
$85.9 million in aid to repa-
triazed refugees.

In addition, they are soli-
citing $312.7 million for
“infrastructure support projec-
ts”, to help asylum countries
absorb the refugee influx.

~rate request for aid,

The development proposals
range from $41.1 million for
roads in Somalia, which shel-
ters more than one quarter
of the continent’s refugees, to
$160,000 for a primary. school
classroom in Kenya, which has
3,000 refugees.

Counting $260.8 million sou-
ght for projects previously
approved by U.N. agencies, the
total assistance package
before the conference on
African refugees exceeds $1.15
billion.

The needs are ‘considerable’.
states a lengthy conference
document outlining the sepa
“but it
is beyond doubt that the
countries of Africa deserve
assistance to permit them to
continue their traditionally
generous and sympathetic atti-
tudes toward refugees”.

Nevertheless, the goal of

$1.15 is widely held to be
unlikely.

“Forget that at the confer-
ence”, said one UNHCR
source.  “That figure is
destined for the waste bin
of history”.

A more probably target is for
about $450 million, which
would be devoted to urgent
refugee requirements over a
period of two years. That sum
would include the $260.8
million needed for the alrea-
dy planned projects.

Such an outcome, the UN-

HCR source said, would
represent “an enromous
success”.

Conference organizers

conceded conditions exist for
potential conflict, in that
funds are being solicited during
a period of general economic

sluggishness and belt-
tightening.

De Haan, deputy U.N. high
- commissioner for refugees,

sail that potential donar
coantries, in answering conf-
erence unvitations, have in-
dicated that their capacity for
contributions is not unlimited.



10.4.81

KRISTELIGT DAGBLAD,

Flere penge
til Afrikas
flygtninge

Lgfte fra Kjeld Olesen ventes

Udenrigsminister  Kjeld
Olesen ventes at give lgfte
om ekstra dansk hjtlp til
Afrikas fem  millioner
flygtninge, nar han i dag
holder det danske indleg
Pa en international konfe-
rence om kontinentets
voksende flygtningeprob-
lem i Geneve i Schweiz.

Afrikas  flygtningeplagede
nationer mgder frem med en
onskeliste i milliardklassen
for at kunne opsuge de
mange nye tusinder og give
dem en menneskeverdig til-
varelse i deres nye lande.
Danmarks bidrag til FNs
hgjkommissariat for flygt-
ninge UNHCR, med Poul
Hartling i spidsen, néede
sidste &r op pa totalt 45 mill.
kr. 15 af dem gik til
UNHCRs generelle pro-
grammer, de resterende 30
til ekstraordinere indsatser
rundt om i verden, hvor der i
dag er over ti millioner
flygtninge eller fordrevne.
Afrikas  flygtninge har
lenge varet forfordelt i for-

hold til mennesker i tilsva-
rende situationer andre ste-
der i verden.

Katastrofen i Kampuchea,
hvor millioner var udsat for
hungerdgdens trussel og de
vietnamesiske  badflygtnin-
ges tragedie opfangede bro-
derparten af UNHCRs ind-
sats.

For Danmarks vedkom-
mende har pengestrgmmen
varet mere ligeligt fordelt.
Af de 30 mill. kr. tjl ekstra-
ordinzre indsatser sidste ar,
gik de 14 til Afrika. Altsi
nasten halvdelen.

I &r startede Danmark
med allerede i januar at give
ti mill. kr. ekstra tii UNHCR
med det sigte, at langt stgr-
steparten af pengene skulle
ga til Afrika. Ogsa de fleste
af de 7,4 mill. kr., som i ar
er afsat til uddannelsespro-
grammer for flygtninge, ven-
tes at gé til Afrika. Derudo-
ver stgtter vii 1981 UNHCR
med 16,5 mill. kr. til organi-
sationens generelle flygtnin-
geindsats.

Pengene og viljen i rege-

ringen til at ggre mere for

Denmark

9-4.81

To milliarder
til Afrikas
fem millioner
flygtninge

Opsigtsveekkende start pa moderunde i

Geneve
GENEVE, torsdag
(KD-medarbejder): Over

to milliarder kroner pa to
timer. Eller 400 kroner til
hver af Afrikas fem milli-
oner flygtninge.

Det var den opsigtsvek-
kende start torsdag pé en tre
dage lang mgderunde i Ge-
neve i Schweiz, hvor repra-
sentanter for 94 lande dref-
ter akut hjelp til Afrikas
voksende flygtningeskare.
En af de danske topme-
darbejdere i FNs Hgjkom-
missariat for Flygtninge,
UNHCR, Sgren Jessen Pe-
tersen, siger til KD, at kon-
ferencens mal om 450 milli-
oner dollars (3 milliarder
kroner) i Afrika-hjlp i ar og
naste ar »i hvert fald nas«.
- Vi fir endda mere til
flygtningearbejdet end det
belgb, siger den 36-arige S¢-
ren Jessen Petersen, der dog
understreger, at verdens tra-
ditionelt stprste givernation,
USA og endnu en af sver-
vagterne, Holland, lagde ud

pad konferencen. De gav
henholdsvis 1,9 milliarder
kroner og 63,6 millioner
kroner.

Udenrigsminister  Kjeld
Olesen tog triden op og lo-
vede 60 millioner kroner ek-
stra til Afrikas flygtninge
over to ar fra Danmark. I
1980 gav vi totalt 60 milli-
oner kroner til flygtningep-
rogrammer i Afrika. Med de
ekstra penge i 1981 og 1982
far Afrikas ulykkelige for-
drevne ikke under 80 milli-
oner fra Danmark i ir og
nxste ar, oplyser informe-
rede kilder.

Nigeria bidrog til den op-
timistiske stemning pa kon-
ferencen, der er arrangeret
af Poul Hartlings organisa-
tion UNHCR, ved at love 20
millioner kroner til flygtnin-
gene. .

Pengene er i modsatning
til f.eks. det amerikanske
kempebelpb gremearket di-
rekte til UNHCR, Det er
dermed det storste enkeltbi-
drag fra en afrikansk nation
til UNHCR nogensinde.

Sge
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